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ADVERTISEMENT. 


In subraittiDg this volume to th© public, I consider it 
right to mention that in a kss complete state it \vas pub¬ 
lished some years ago in the columns of CalctiCia Siar, 
In its present form it contains* the only available deiuiled 
narrative of the Military events of an important period, and 
the only special record of the early deeds and condiiion of an 
Army, which, fey the varied and brilliant nature of its services, 
during nearly a'century of active and successful ppenUions, 
has established a*(yromiueut position in public estimation. 

Such a record necessarily possesses in itself an interest 
totally iadopendent of its mods of treatment. As regnrds the 
latter, I have merely endeavoured to collect material with 
industry, to employ it with discrimination, and to narrate 
facts plainly and honestly. It is for my readers to decide 
how’ far 1 have been successful in my aim. 

The unavoidable necessity of printing and publishing in 
India has also been disadvantageous, as productive of con- 
siderable delay and numerous typographical errors. 

Should this attempt meet the approval of my Brother 
Officers, it is my earnest desire and full intention to carry 
on the work;—bringing it up, if possible, to the close of 
the late Panjaub campaign. 

ARTHUR BROOME. 

CossiroRE, I 

\st 1850. ) 
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HISTORY OF THE RISE AND FROGRESS 


OF TUtf 

T3ENGAL ABMY. 


ClIAFTER J.* 

FROM 'i'HE EARUEST EvSTABEISHMENT OF THE BRITISH INFLU¬ 
ENCE IN INDIA, TO THE CAPTURE OF CALCUTTA BY SOOBAJ 
OO-DOWLAII, IN THE YEAR USB. 

In a work like tho present, bearing reference to a uarticu- 
lar class in a limited portion of our Eastern Empire, it would 
be out of place to attempt to detail tho gradual rise of the 
British power in India ; suffice it to say that after the cntiir- 
prising Vasco do Gama had doubled the Capo of Odod Hope 
in tho year him, and opened tho road for his countrymen to 
the riches of the East, the PoiTugueso were not slow in avail- 
ing themselves of the advantages placed at their command, of 
which, under Papal authority, they for some time obtained the 
C'-xelusivo monopoly ; and a very lew years saw this nation 
established in various places ou tho continent of India as well 
as in the Eastern Archipelago, 


Such a career of triumph and commercial success was not 
viewed by other Eurojiean nations without a natural desire 
to participate in tho advantages;—the Butch w'ere the first to 



• The works chiefly consailed iu this Ch'.pler arc Bruce’s Annals of the Eitst 
iDtIia Company. 3 vcls, 4to, 

Ornie’s Military Transact ions iu Inda&tan, 3 vols. Ito. 

Stnart’s History of BeDgft)» 1 vol. 4io, 

flamiUon‘9 new Account of t)ie East Indies, 2 vo!s. Svo. 

The Seir-MutuMieriu. (TrAiislahil;) Calcutta Edition, 3 vols. 4(o. ^ 

Grose’s Voyage to the East Indies, 2 vols. 8vo^ 

HolwelFs Tracts, 3rd Edition. 1 voh 8vo, 

First Report of tlie Select Committee of the Ifouscof Commons, 1778, I voh 
folio. 

Aubers Rise and Progress of the British power in India, 2 vols. ^vo. 
ilso)’ Editiou of Mill's British India, 0 vols. 8vo, 
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tholr oUiim to enter into tire field of profitable adven¬ 
ture , the Englbh wliose love of euterprize liad been excited 
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and fostered by the exertions and discoveries of a host of 
illustrious navigators who appeared about this period, Sir 
Hugh Willoughby, Gliaucellor, Cabot, Frobisher, Davis and 
Hudson, soon prepared to follow the example,—and the 
successful voyages of Drake and Cavendish induced a body of 
‘ English merchants to address a memorial to her Majesty 
! Queen Elizabeth in October 1580, requesting licence to equip 
tb'*co ships for the pXtfpose of trading to the East ladies: 

^ this request appears to have been favourably received, and in 
‘ 1591 the first English commercial voyage was commenced, 

I with three vessels under the direction and command of 
I Captain Raymond this voyage was a disastrous ohe, hut 
considerable experience was obtained and the ardour of the 
English merchants was little damped by the result. 

In 1509 an Association of Merchant Adventurers was 
fprined in London, with a capital of .£30,000 for the purpose of 
trading /o the East Indies and other Islands unci countries 
theo^eahouts,' nud the Royal assent was applied for and obtain¬ 
ed to this project * intended for the honor of their nuHt-e 
, countryy and the advancemetit of trade and merchandize 
■ within the realm of EnglandJ The charter was dated 31st 
' December IGOOf. This association which may be looked upon 
ns the foundation of the present East India Company, led to 
a succession of vovagos more or loss fortunate, which before 
long resulted in the Company obtaining establishments at 
various places on the coast of the Peninsular, as well as 
amongst the Elastern Islands. The first fa'jtory established was 
j at Surat, vaidur a firman obtained from the Emperor Jahaii- 
^ ,guire in December 10l2,t which port continued to be tiie 
principal seat of the Rritish commerce on the Western coast, 
or in fact in India, until the year 1087, when the Presidency 
‘ of Western India was transferred to Bombay, which Island 
liad been ceded to Charles 2nd by the Portuguese in 1602, 


? lirucc'3 Annals, of the Kast luilia Company, vol. 1. p. 109, 
f fhhl, p. { Ibid, p. 103. 
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1.] ESTABLfSHMrMTS AT BOMBAY ANf), MADBAS. 

was by him transferred to tl>c East India Company in A 0J6&3 
166R. In 1.014 the A goats of tlio Company applied to thb v 
Emperor JehangiimA for permission to fortify the factory at Su¬ 
rat/ and in that year Sir Thomas Roo arrived from England 
as an ^ Ambassador to the Great Mogul or King of India ’ iVom 
His Majesty King James the 1st; the Company agreeing to 
defray bis expences on condition that under their exclusive, 
privileges they were to acquire such advantagos as migljt result 
from this mission.f Factories were about this time attempt¬ 
ed to be formed on the Coromandel coast, at Pulicat and 
Masulipatam, but these were of a temporary nature, and in 
consequence of the opposition exhibited by the Dutch, did not 
prove very successful and \Yere tin ally withdrawn. In 
the infamous massacre of the British agent, factors and fe* 
sidents at Amboyna was peiqiietated by the .Dutch authonties/l 
wliicli led to the ruin of ilio English trade and the extinction 
of British influence in the Islands. In 16;25 an establish^ 
ment was formed at Armagon on the Coromandel Coast,§ and 
in September ]6j28 (Ijo .fictory at Masulipatam was removed 
thither ;|1 Arinagon was the chief settlement on the Coro- : 

manclol coast until I C IO, when not having boon found w'ell 
situated for irnde, the factory was removed by Mr. Day, 
the Company’s Agent, to Madraspatain, where a piece of 
ground had been purchased from the Naig of the district, on 
which w'as erected a fortifleation that received the name of* 

Fort St. George, U the foundation of the present town of . 
Atadras and Fort St. George which was raised to the rank of a 
Presidency in the year lGo3.^‘^ ; 

Having thus noticed the origin and progress of the 73ombay : 
and Madras Presidencies, it now rotnains to relate somewhat 
more in detail, the formation and history of that of BongaJ,— 
the latest establislied, but soon rendered by circumstan'e.s tiio 
most important of the three, and now the seat of the Snprorae 
Government of India, and iho principal scene of the follow- 


• Brnce’s AnnnlB, vol. 1, p, 170. 
\ Ibid, p. U47. 
il lbia,p.2tU. 


t Ibid, p. 17i. 

5 Ibid, p. 209, 

% Ibid, pp. 37?.8 lbi»bp. 
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In tbo year a dangliter-of the Eiuporor Shah Jehan 

i.Bot with a serious accident, her clothes having caught lire and 
}>or body being severely burnt before the flame could bo extin¬ 
guished ; tbo skill of the native doctors was essayed iit vain to 
edbet a euro, and fame having already si)rcad tho reputation of 
the EtigUeh in the healing art, an express was despatched by 
the Emperor to the factory at Surat, requesting the assistance 
of an English Surgeon. Mr. Gabriel Boughton, Surgeon of 
the Company’s ship Hopewelly was selected for the purpose; 
iio immodiately hastened to the Emperor s camp, then in the 
Bocenn, end had the good fortune to ofFect a complete cure 
of the eotreriug Princess. This success rendered him a great 
favomite with the Emperor, and having been desired to namo 
In's own reward, he generously laid aside all private considera¬ 
tion and requested that his countrymen might have liberty to 
trade in Jiengal free of all duties, and to ccstablish factories 
in that province. Tho Portuguese and Butch already pos- 
'scssed establishments there for some years, alliiough the 
power of the former was neailj’ annihilated by the severe 
blow received in 1G32, when their factory and posses- 
s'ons at Hooghly were captured and destroyed by Koasim 
IChftn the Soobahdar of Bengal. An establishment in Ben¬ 
gal had for some years past been a groat desideratum 
ou the part of the Company, who had long liad their eyo 
upon the trade of that province. So far back as 1620 
they had attempted to establish a factory ut Patna, t with 
a view it may bo supposed to the traffic in saltpetre, 
and in 1033 they obtained a mandate from tbo Emperor 
Sh/di Johan, authorising them to trade to Bengal, but limit¬ 
ing them to the port of Piply as the solo place of resort. 
The only available official intimation ou this subject is to be 
found in the following extract of a letter from Wra. Meth- 
wald, Ac. to the Company, dated the 2]st of February 1633, 


• Brace, vol. i, p. ^00 anS Stewart, pp. 5^01-2. The latter fixes Dr. Botightoirs 
visit ia the year 163*3, bat Brace's access to (he official <loconie»it8 mtdeis him the 
bettor authority. Stewart ovuleotly couforui-U tlie privileges granted ihroiigh Mr, 
Bonghton with those obtained, in 1638 i. 

+ Siownjt, pp. 222-lh who (jivotes Messrs. Huglics’ auttrarkor’a letter, vol. 1. of 
Muiiian lUcovtte. .\. 0- 1020. 
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] PiavrLP.GK OF FREE TRADE IN BENGAL OBTATISKD. 

ym 8«mt. ^ The 2nd jireaent. wa received from A (pa the 

‘ Kings Flrmand, which gives Uheriy of trade unio ns in hif 
* whole country of Bengala ; hut restrains onr skipping only 
‘ unto the Port of Pipley ; which Finnand was sent unto ns by 
' a servant of our own^ which was dispeeded lUfto Agra. lu 
conseqneiice of this grant, Mr. Norri'^, one of tjio factors al; 
Masulipatain. was (.lispatched to Pipley to open the trade, oi 
whicli he made a very favouiable report. In 1 (> 1-2 the trade 
was iu a measure established and the first regular despatches 
were sent direct to the Company by Mr. Day, who bad come 
round from Madras to superintend the new establishment and 
who strongly recomm-iided the formation of a factory at Bal- 
lasore. The commercial arvungoments however appear to 
have been entirely dependant on Madras, and notwithstanding 
the promise held out, to have been somewhat unsatisfactory in 
their rosult.s, for in 10 13 4 the question was sabmitted to the 
decision of tlic Court of Directors whether the factory formed 
in Bengal should bo continued or dissolved.! 

Such was the low condition of the trade wlicn Mr Bough* 
ton obtained the Emperor’s firman ; armed with whicli and 
furnished widi an escort and the means of travelling. Vie pro- j 
cceded to the Court of Boollun Shoojah, the second son of ' 
the Emperor, who lield the Government of Bengal, Bcnar and 


Orissa, and was at the time residing at UajuiahaJ. Hero 
ho was equally fortunate in oaring one. of the Ladies of 
the Iloyal Zenana, who was suffering from a complaint in 
lier side, wliich circumstance rendered him a favouiiio also 
with the Prince, who being a pefsoii of grateful and liberal 
disposition, afforded full and ready assistance to Mr. Bough- 
ton in rc-organizing or rather in establishing the trade in 
Bengal, and ho further granted the English his favour and 
protection during the whole period of his Government winch 
he retained until the year 1357, when he entered into a conn 
petition for the Imperial throne, that ended ii\ liis over* 
throw and death. 

In 1651-2, the Prince granted the Britisli a nishan or firrnuii 


• Sicwwt, Ap[H>n(Jix, No, 1, 


+ Bruce, vol 1, p. 4*>Z~ 





peots, Uie jealousy of (lie Mogul Government ^Ya^ watchful in 
preventing the establish in ent of any military power in the 
country; the principal factory, which was at Hooghly, was 
constructcil under the supervision of the Officers of Govern¬ 
ment and die utmost vigilance exercised t,o prevent the erec¬ 
tion of any building tliat could possibly render Uie place con¬ 
vertible into a station of defence. Tlie establishment of arni- 
cd retainers was moreover strictly limited to 'an Ensign 
and ihii tij men io do honor to the prtnoii>al Agents, t which 
little band may be looked upon as the nucleus ot the present 
•ixtonsive Army niointained by the Company in th',' Bengal 


Presidency. 

I T'his dependent position of the Bengal estiiblishmont in¬ 
duced the Court of Directors to render it subordinate to that 
of T.Tndras, on which it was directed to rely for counsel and 
. assistance in any cases of difficulty. 

) Such was the state of afi'airs for several years the English 
enjoying protection and their trade gradually improving, luuil 
Iho defeat of Sooltan Shoojah by his brotber's General, the 
famous Meor Joomlah ; when the latter having occupied 
Bapnahal, seized upon all the Compauj* s boats coming from 
Patna laden with saltpetre, and otherwise obstructed and in¬ 
jured the trade. These acts of oppression induced the Agent 
at Hooghly to resort to the rash measure of seizing a cout%y 
junk as a security for the Company’s property and. debts, 
which unwise proceeding ualurally excited the anger of Meet 
Joomlah. who threatened severe retaliation and issued orders 


♦ Bnice,vdl. 


f Oriae, vol. % p. TO. 
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tak. possession ot‘ the factory at Hooglily, Alannod at A. B. 
ibis danger, the Agent applied for instructions to the Pre¬ 
sident and Council of Surat, by whom ho ^vas directed 
immediately to restore the junk and the property it containod 
and to make full concessions to the Mogul Gcnicnd ; but 
should these not be accepted, he was ordered to call in tho 
several Agencies, to liold all the Comi)any s stores and 
property ready for embarkation and to be prepared to leave tho 
place ; Uio Agent was also advised to be upon his guard against 
the address and duplicity of the Mogul OiHcers, who it was 
observed * usuaIlf/ offered civ/lilies at the ver// moment when 
they intended to have recourse to inoknce and depredation/'^ 
These concessions, accompanied by an ample apology, appear 
to have been accepted by Meer Joomhih, but tho Tlnglish 
Agents were thenceforward treated with niucli more rigour 
than before. In the beginning of I6jj2, Sir Edward Winter 
then President at Madras, sent roimd an Agent to lloogidy 
to endeavour to adjust all dilibrences between the former 
factory and Meer Jooznlah, and to establish branch factories at 
Kossimbaznr and other places, in which arrangements he 
appears to have been tolerably successful. 

In ICM the subordination of Bengal to Madras Jiaving bcet\ 
found inconvenient in a inercantno point of view, all goods 
from the former being sent round to ihc latter for trnusmissio?i 
to England, it was suggested that the Court should furnkh an 
enlarged stock and shipping and that all future consignments 
should be sent direct from Bengal to Europe. 

In IGCD orders were received from the Court of Directors, 
placing the Government of Bengal establishment on a similar 
footing, though still aubordinate, to that of Aladras, Mr. 
Powell was appointed Chief Agent with a Council of six mem¬ 
bers under biro, of which the Agents at Pnttia and Kossiin- 
biiftar were to form a part, whenever they might bo present at 
riooghly.t 

About this timo ihe English ships which hitherto liad been 
confined to the ports of Ballasore and Piply, bega/i to 


um. 


Bruce, 1, pp. 000 1. 


f Ibid, pp. 2/>8 &. 
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^xiovo up the river, until they finally.came regularly to Hooghly, 
and to ensure their safe passage up and doAvn the stream, the 
.Company obtained permission to organise a regular cstablish- 
,\jnmntof Vilots in the year IdCO, from which date the prosont 
■ 'Bengal Pilot service has its orgin.'' Moer Joomlali died in 
J (56;j-l and was succeeded in the Oovornraent of the provinces 
of Behnr, Bengal and Orissa by Shaistah Khan, tlio Araeer- 
ool-Omrah, son of the Vnzier Azof Jah, and nephew of the 
celebrated Noor Jchiln :t during his first Government, not¬ 
withstanding some occasional diflbrences, the English interests 
appear to have gradually tlirivcn and the trade to have in¬ 
creased. Soon after assuming tlio Soobahdaree, he was in¬ 
volved in hostilities with the King of Arrakan, and ifs.s wor¬ 
thy of remark that on this occasion ho demanded tlie assis¬ 
tance of a party of Jilnglish gunners from the factory at 
Hoo"lily, and on the Agent declining compliance, ho threaten¬ 
ed to put a stop to the trulBc in saltpetre, t—which threat ap¬ 
pears to have been offcctiud, as his compelling the Englisli- 
Bokliers to join him in the war in Arrakan, was subsequently 
onnmeratod by the British Agents as one of the causes of 
grievance against him —this fact denotes that the Company 
were gradually increasing their military establishment, how¬ 
ever small it might still have been. 

In 1(175. the establishment at Bengal was under the orders 
of the Court of Directors, placed on the same footing as those 
at Surat.and Madras, nud similar gradations of rank fixed for 
all the Company’.s servants.§ In 1(577, Shaistah Khfin was 
removed from the Soobahdaree of Bmgal to the Government 
of Agra, and through his exertions, the Company obtained an 
traperial nishfin or perpetual firman for free trade, on pay¬ 
ment of tire annual pcisheush of 3,000 rupees, similar to and 
confirmatory of that they had previously received from Sool- 
ti'in Shoojah; this was granted by the Emperor Shi'di Jehhu 
on the l52th of September 1()7B,|| and was considered of such 


» Bruce, vol. 3, !)(>• 3 0. + Stewart, pp. ast-lj. 

{ Tu<!ia Rceonls, vol. 3. A. 0, lt:«l. .luotcd ))jr StowarU 
§ Uiuej, vol. 370. Biiice, vol.'i, i>. 431, alulStc^Y^lrt, 308 9. 



miST/fy 



BENfGAL KENDEKED INDEPEJ4DEKT OF IvTADBAS. 


■Sl 


xaiice, that its receipt at Hooghly was hailed by a salute A. D. ii)8V. 
of .‘300 guns. The trade this year is .stated to have been 
greater than in any previous period of tire Company’s 
commerce. 

Shaistah Khan was succeeded by ii foster Brother of 
Aiu'ungzebe, named Fidwai Khiin, who died very shortly after¬ 
wards, and the Government was then conferred on Prince 
Mahommed Azeem, the third son of Aiirungzobe, to whom in 
1673 the English advanced the sum of 21,000 rupees, for whiciv 
ho confirmed all their privileges :♦ in 1 670 ho was rooalied 
and Shaistah Khan was re-appointed Soobohdar of Bengal. 

During the second administration of this Nobleman the 
affairs of the Company took a very different tura, and the 
English were for the first time in Bengal, to be seen acting in 
O 2 ) 0 n hostility to the Native authorities. 


In tlio year f 681 the Court having discovered that retain¬ 
ing the Bengal establishment as subordinate to that of Madras 
led to much inconvenience, irregularity and disputes, placed 
the former on an independent footing, and sent out Mr. i 
Hedges, a Member of their own Committee, (equivalent to a ' 

Director of the present day,) " uit.h special powers to he iheiv 
Agent and Gocernor in the Bay of Bengal and the factories 
subordinate ; ' these consisting at the time of Patna, Kossini- 
bazar, Malda, Ballasore and Dacca. As affording some idea " I 
of the extent of the commerce at this period, it is to bo j 

observed that the annual stock allotted for the trade and j 

exi)en3C3 of Bengal this year amounted to ,£230,006. Mr, ■ j 

Hedges touched at Madras, from whence under tlio orders of | 

the Court, a reinforcement of a “ Corporal of approved fide- | 

Illy and courage, with twenty soldiers. accompanied him to i 

Bengal, as a guard to his person and to strengthen tho power j 

of tho Agency in aciing against interlopers or free traders, , j 

wlio vpcre becoming very numerous about this period. Mr. i 

■lob Cbarn.jck, destined aftorwiirds to play a conspicuous part j 

in the history of the British rise and progress in Bengal, was 
appointed to the charge of tho factory at Kossimbazar. in • 


* Stcwurt, p. 30:3 rdO .Xppen-tix. Bruce, ml. 5, pp. in? .s, 
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1683 Tiifr. Hedges, whose arrangenionift do not appear to Iiave 
been very successful or to have given satisfaction to the Court, 
was removed, and Mr. Qyfford who had been appointed I^re- 
sident at Madras was ordered to Bengal, taldng with him a 
Company of soldiers from Fort St. George and arms and 
accoiitremeuts for another complete Company, which it was 
dlrectod should be formed from the seamen of the several 
vessels tlien employed in Bengal —so that by this time tlie 
Company must have had a military force of about 230 Euro* 
peah troops on this establishment* The dread the Company 
entertained of the obnoxious interlopers and their dotermina* 
lion to suppress them by force, led to this great Increase of 
their Military strength; and with the same view, an armed 
vessel, the Charles the Second^ mounting 72 Guns, under Sir 
TJiomas Grantham, was sent cncise in the Bay of 

Bengal^ to seize o?i the intertopers of every description and 
to second the efforts of the Court at homeffor suppressing^ a 
class of freebooters acting equally against the exclusive 2 )ri- 
vileges of the Com 2 )anyi and the interest of the nation, \ 
Mr. Oyfforcl was directed not only to employ the Military 
force at his disposal against those obno.\lou9 interlopers, but 
if possible to obtain possession of an island at the mouth of 
the Ganges, which was to be fortified and constituted the chief 
' «oat of (he Company’s trade in that part of India :—ho was 
' .further authorised to expend 80,000 rupees in obtaining a 
firman sanctioning this arrangement; but at the same time 
a discretionary power on the subject was vested in himself and 
his Council, should the measure bo found one likely to 'give 
umbrage to the Mogul Government. The Company of Infan¬ 
try from Madras was ordered to be sent back whenever affairs 
should be settled, but the remaining troops were to continue 
embodied and to be employed on board the smaller vessels 
and at tho Factories, for protecting the trade and the Com¬ 
pany’s property, and if necessary they wove to assist a pro¬ 
jected expedition from England to be placed under the com- 
niand of Sir John Witwang for the recovery of the Oompanx 's 
trade and factory at Bantam. 


• Bruce, vol. 2., p. 603. 


f Ibid, p. 50e. 
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CONl’II^EMENT OF THE BBITISH AGENTS AT PATNA. 11 


following year the Court reiterated their injunctions to a. d. 
the Ageut aixd Council at Hooghly to endeavour to obtain 
some permanent place of defence, and directed that application 
should be made to the Nawauh Sbaistah Khan or if necessary to 
the Emperor Aurungzebe, for some station within the province* 
which might be fortified and the circumjacent lands rented as ; 
at Bombay and Madras, any such sUUion when obtained to be ’ 
made the seat of trade in Bengal.* I 

Shaistali Khan was liowever much too experienced a states¬ 
man to permit a body of daring and oucroacliing foreigners* tx» 
obtain any such footing in the province, and ho peremptorily 
refused to listen to the application submitted; but there 
were other causes tlup.t rendered the Nawaub unwilling to 
grant any favour to the English, at whose growing power and 
influence he was gradually becoming alarmed, and towards 
whom ho had recently manifested a very iniuucal feeling. A 
short time previous, a young adventurer giving himself out 
as a son of the late unfortunate Sooltan Shoojah, assumed tlie 
name of "Akhbar and coined a epooious tale, to the effect 
that he alone had escaped from the de.straction that had 
overwhelmed the rest of tliat devoted family; there w'ero 
not wanting many discontented parties to espouse bis cause, 
and for some time he remained in considerable force near 
Patna. The English factory was at Singee about teu or 
•twelve miles from Patna, amongst the saltpetre grounds; 
and as Mr. Peacock, the chief, with the other Englisli 
gentlernon continued to reside thero unmolested though 
surrounded by the rebels, tlxe Nawaub suspected them of 
being in league or correspondence with the young impostor, 
and in consequence stopped the purchase of any more salt¬ 
petre and throw Mr. Peacock into prison, from which he was 
with much difficulty and intercession some time afterwards 
released.f In 1680 arrangements had been made between the 
Emperor Aurungzebe and the factory at Surat, by which it 
was agreed that all goods should pass free from any other 
charges, on payment ol a duty of per cent, i this could 
not in justice apply to Bengal, nor is there any reason to 
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suppose that such, was the iutention of the Empbrori the 
English having already a guavanteo for free trade in Bengal 
under several Royal llrmans, confirmed by their regular 
payment of the annual peislmush of 3,000 rupees. Sliaistah 
Khan however dctorminecl to consider Bengal as included in 
the arrarigcmeiit and insisted upon payment of the duty. 
Theso disputes aggravated by the oppressive conduct of the 
Nawaiib’s subordinates, particularly the Foujdar of Kossim- 
baxar, caused a complete breach between the English and 
Shaistah Kbfin, wliich very mateiially injured the tmlc of 
the former, most of whose ships left the river without obtain¬ 
ing (I cargo, Tho Court on hearing of these transactions, in 
iho despatches for the year 1685, censured tlio Agent and 
j Council for having been much loo timid and submissive 
' towards the Nawaub, and they issued instructions that 
application should be made to the Emperoiv through the 
Madras Presidency for pcrniission to occupy some of iho 
uninhabited Islands of tho Ganges, directing also that Ingelleo 
should be fortiQed at once, and further intimated that a plan 
: had been formed '/or re'm$eriin(^ the Company 8 inyhts of 
(rade in Bengal and for preventing for the future, Hit 
oppressions of their Agents, either by the Nauauh or the 


Dutch, in the exercise of those rights which they had acquired 
by Vhinnaunds'^ 

Tho plan thus alluded to, was more fully detailed in the 
instructions from the Secret Committee, and involved a decided 
appeal to arms and the declaration of open hostilities with the 
Nawaub of Dacca, [for so the Soobahdar of Bengal was 
termed,] and also with his master, the Emperor Aurungzobe. 
An expedition wms fitted out in England for this purpose, 
Y/itli tlie sanction of the King, consisting of ten ships of from 
seventy to twelve guns each, and the command given to Captain 
Nicholson of the Company's service, with the rank of Vice 
Admiral, but on the arrival of tho expedition in the Ganges, 
the Agent at Hooghly was to assume the command as Admiral 
and Commanders'a*Chief of the land forces. On board this 
llectwcre embarked six complete Companies of Infantry, raised 
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iinglaud for the purpose^ with Subaltern Ofiioers but 
without Captains?, it being intended that the Menibers of 
Council in Bengal should each act in that capacity.—It was 
farther ordered that this force sliould be joined by a complete 
Company from Priaman and by a detachment from P'ort Bt. 
George, and also on aiTival, by tho seamen of the fleet, so as 
to form a complete Begiment of ten Companies of a thousand 
Tho licet was to bo joined by tbo Company’s other 


men. 


ships then in Bengal, which would make a total of 10 vessels. 
Boval commissions were granted by King James tbo 2ncl, to 
Captain Nicholson and the other eighteen Cominttuders, which 


were howe , r to be subordinate to those of any Odicers 
commanding His Majesty's \ossels which they might meet on 
the way.'^ 

Chittagong was fixed upon as the place of debarkation, v;ith 
orders to take possession of and defend it in tho strongest])os- 
sibloinatmcr,for which purpose 200 pieces of cannon w^cre sent 
out to be mounted on the works. As soon as Chittagong 
should be captured and ])ut in a state of proper defence, tho 
troops and the smaller vessels were to proceed against Dacca, 
which it was contemplated would olfcr but little resistance; 
and wdien masters of his capited, terms w'ere to be oflered to 
tbo Nawaub on tho following conditions : ^ T/iaf. he should 
cede the city and territory of Chittagong to the Company, 
and pay the delis dm by him ; that he should allow rupees 
coined at Chittagong to pjass current in the Province^ and 


restore all jtrivileges according to the ancient Phirmannds ; 


each party to bear their respective losses and expenses in the 
i^ar ; on these conditions alone the Company would agree to 
resettle the factories in BengaCf This treaty, if concluded, 
was further to be ratified by the Emperor and the President 
at Surat One-sixth of the prizes taken in this expedition 
was to be divided amongst the several Commanders, and one- 
third of the money received from the Nawaub to be shared 
amongsi: the fleet and forces. In furtherance of these ar¬ 
rangements, a treaty of friendship and alliance wa.s ordered to 
be contracted with the king o.f iirrakan, who was understood 
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be bostilu to the Emperor and his Viceroy, ■whilst the 
President at Surat was also directed to negociate terms with 
Sanibiijee Rnjali and Others, to co-operato .with the Bengal 
o:<pcdition in annoying and injuring the Mogul ''■ovcrnment. 
When tliese measures were all carried into ctFect, Chittagong 
was to be made the chief station in Bengal, a mint was to be 
established there and five per cent, customs levied on the in¬ 
habitants. To avoid the charge of coniraenciiig hostilities 
without.sufficient cause and due warning given, the Admiral 
was furnished with letters from the Court, addressed to the 
Nawaiib Shaistah .Khan and to the Emperor Auriingzebe, 
sotting forth the grievances the English had sustained by the 
breach of the finnans which had been formerly granted to 
them, tho seizure of their property and the various extortions 
and injuries inflicted by the different Native Agents. 

However wisely and carefully these plans may have been 
concerted and arranged, the object in view was completely 
defeated by a variety of unforeseen circumstanoes and disas¬ 
trous incidents. Contrary winds and bad weather detained and 
dispersed the fleet, one vessel was lost, two of the largest ships 
having a very considerable portion of the troops on hoard were 
unable to make the passage, and Admiral Nicholson with the 
remnant of the expedition did not reach the mouth of the 
Hooghly until the month of October 1680. In the mean 
time the JIadras Presidency had sent round all their disposa¬ 
ble force, consist >ng of about 400 men, leaving Port St. 
George with a garrison of only 15 or SO Europeans and a 
few Topas-ses. Job Clmruock who w'as at this time the Chief 
Agent at Hooghly, had in obedience to tho Court’s orders, 
raised a second Company of .Portuguese Infantry or Topasses 
at that pla.;e, officered by the Company’s servants at the fao-, 
tory.* On the arrival of the ships in tho river, Mr. Gharnoclt 
immediately ordered them up to the factory. The advent of 
these reinforcements, the expectation of others, and the hostile 
attitude, jssumed by the English af Hooghly, excited the alarm 
of the Nawaub Shaistah Kbtvn, and he hastened to propose 
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nOSTIT.ITlES COMMKNCKD AT HOOGHLY. 

_ offering to compromise all cliflorences and to submit A 

the question of the claims of the English to arbitration. 

Whether the Nawaub was really sincere in the e^tpression 
of his desire to make terms or not, lie was determined 
to be prepared fur hostilities should negociation fail 
and accordingly summoning troops irorn all parts of the 
Soobahdaree, he assembled a very considerable force of 
both horse and foot in tho immediate neighbourhood, 
which was placed under tho command of tho Eonjdar 
of Hooghly. Whilst the proposed terms were under con¬ 
sideration, an unexpected event occurred which soon brought 
matters to a crisis. On tho .•^Btli oi October 1080 an affray 
took place in the Bazar at Hooghly, between a few English 
soldiers and a more numerous party of the Nawaiib s 
troops, in which three of tho former were wounded; a com¬ 
pany of the English troops was called out to defend their con- 
rades, whilst those of the Nawauh came pouring in on the 
other side,—a second company followed, and linaliy tho whole 
force of both parties was warmly engaged ; a general and well 
contested action ensued and lasted for some hours, but at length 
the courage and discipline of the English proved mo.ro than a 
match for the great numercial superiority of th.) enemy, aided 
us the latter were by a large body of Cavalry ; and in this the 
first action fought between tho two nations in Bengal, the 
British gained a complete victory, leaving 60 of tho enemy 
dead in the field besides a considerable number of wounded ; 
they also stormed and took a Battery of eleven guns, the 
whole of wliicli were cither spiked or destroyed.^ Tho total 
force of the English on this occasion amounted to less tliau 
hOO men. In the meantime Admiral Nicholson with tho vessels 
under his command was not idle, the town of Hooghly was 
warmly cannonaded and upwards off 500 houses burned or 
destroyed, amongst which were the Company's ware-Ironses, 
in what was called the old factory. The destruction of pro¬ 
perty was very great, but no pillaging was poimittcd, an 
exhibition of moderation for which Mr. Ohurnock was siibse- 
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ji; CLAIMS you coxMI’Ensation. [oh| 

C$^.yg?^/seqviontly reprimanded by tbo Ooiirt, who remarked that 
such a measure ‘ would have convinced the natives of iJwir 

j)Ower!^^ 

After this defeat the Foujdar felt or affected extreme alarm,, 
and requostod a cessation of arms, -whicji \Yas granted on. con- 
(liuon of his renderiiig assistance to convey tlio Company's re-* 
iiuiining goods on board the ships, particularly the saltpetre, 
of which a vory largo quantity w^as in store. Negociations 
wore again set on foot, and it was agreed that the • English 
sbuiild bo restored to all their original privileges of trade until 
a now lirmuLi could be obtained from the Emperor. The 
cluiros of the Company for indomniilcatiou and los/ses were 
also taken under consideration ; these had hbw irioi:|)ased to 
the extent of 00 lakhs of rupees. ' 

I’lio reader may find some amusement in the details of 
these claims, 'svhich were as follows :—t 

i’tnpeey. 

For what OiTlclmnd forced from Mr. Vincoiit at Cassunihumr, 14,000 
p\n- what Sioi' Cawn phuKlorod out of our Factory at Pattaua, 

; by 1000 Foot ajid 500 Horse, and putting Mr. Mox»-erin in 

j hems..^.....A.;...,,...,...,., -8O,0(i0 

I For iletniniag y® Agent witli y« silk at Cen^sutebui^ar.... 400,000 

For protecting Iiaggorston from justieo...... 45,001) 

For what forced out of Dacca Factory, account Picais... 44,000 

I'or what forced from our Merchants at Hughly. ;.. . 12,000 

\ For doinolishing and plundcrfng Malda Factory.... i 50,000 

^ For custom paid at the Mint at Hughly contrary to our Phii* 

........ 15<),,000 

To doinorago of shipping y* Diroo last years... T,000,000 

For what extorted from us in presents, .fiOO.OOO 

For debts romainoing and owing us in the country . 650,000 

For bo.sioging of Hughly Factory y<‘ death of y« Agent and 

lour men.... 1300,0^0 

Tor burning >« old factory and goods in it, in yc. latter 

. .....■;. 300,000 

I'ov charge of 1,000 men and 20 ships for y*' war.. 2,000,0^10 

For y« charges of our Fnctorys and buildings, if we leave y* 

...I. ■ mm 

0,625,000 
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RU'l'RKAT TO INGEU-CE. 


IV 



„l^cct of the enemy waa evkienlly to gain time in order D, ifisr 

to prepare for ftirtherliostilities; during this suspension the , j 

Nawaub directed the English factories at Dacca, Makla, Patna, • 

and Kossinibazar to be seized, the property to be confiscated \ ^ 

and the agents to be imprisoned ; whilst ho used every CKcr- 
tioft to collect a ftirthor body of troops, which in the month 
of December ho was enabled to assemble close to Ilooghly. 

The Agent and Council upon this, determined that it would 
he no longer safe to remain at that place, and accordingly on 
the 20th December they moved down to the village of Chut- 
Umiittee,* on the present site of Calcutta, with all tho ships, ■ 
troops and property, whore they commenced to intrench them- 1 
selves. Hero negociations wore re-commenoed; three of the I 
Nawaub’s Oflicers w-ere deputed to Mr. Charnonk and advan¬ 
tageous terms were agreed upon, to the effect that the trade 
should be restored to its ancient footing, that a tract of land 
should be given to.e/oct a Eort, with liberty to establish a 
Mint, and that all debts due to the Company should be dis- 
charged ; hut when Mr. Charnook required that this treaty 
should bo ratified by the Emperor ns well us by tho Nawaub 
the demand was evaded and delays were created, until Shah-- 
tah Khun was in a condition to assemble a sufficient force m 

re-commence hostilities on a more extended scale. 

In the mean time the French and Dutch took advan'.;. ; 

of the condition of the English, and succeeded not only lU ■ 

procuring cargoes for the time being, but in re-establisiiirAg ' 
tlieir respective trades, which had suffered greatly under t.ii< 
previous superiority of tlie latter nation. 

In the beginning of February 1687, information was re- 
cciA-ed by Mr. Charnock that the Nawatih’s General, A udool 
Sumud Khan, had arrived at Hooghly with a very large force, 
chiefly Cavalry, and that preparations were making i r sur¬ 
rounding and destroying tho British at Chnttanuttoe , vinJor 
these circumstances it was deemed inexpedient U- r(:.'nain 
there longer, and the whole establishment accordingly moved 
down to Ingellee ; on tho way, however, they stormed and 


“ Binov, vol. 2. p. SSI. Str-riwt, p. Sl.y. 





JN'iiKLLEi:. iNVESTlsD- 




or:, ol’ 'rarinah on the right bank oi’ the nvcr, below 
Claiitanuttee, and pluiulered and destroyed everything between 
that and Tugellee, including several graruiries and depots of 
salt belonging to the Nawaub ; they also seized and carried 
olf a numbor ol* Mogul veastls wLioli they met in the river, 
and sending oft’ several of tboir own ships to Balasore, they 
burned and fh ‘Jtroyed about forty more sail of native nier- 
cbant vessels.^" 

tngelko, ^here they had now taken up their llnal position, 
^Yan probably one of tlic most auhealthy situations that oouhl 
have been selected for the purpose ; it was then as now, a 
low flat Island, the surface of which is either covered with 
sand or long rank grass, the habitation only of doer and tlg^’i’s» 
and the whole Island did not produce a drop of good water; 
it was separated from the main land by a narrow channel, thq 
passage of whicli was defended by the ercctioD of batteries at 
the several accessible points, whilst the ships anchoring in the 
stream, completely commanded the passage of the river. 

Abdool Sumud Khan had followed them with the greater 
portion of his force, and made several attempts to gain pos- 
session of tho Island, in all of which he was gallantly repuls¬ 
ed ; when finding force of no avail, he wisely left tho work 
to,be done by the pestilential climate and brackish water of 
Uie Island, wliich in the course of a few months carried od' 
more than half of tho foroo, and left the remainder in a con- 
dition of the most helpless weakness and misery. At this 
critical period, overtures were made to Mr. Charnock by 
tho Nawaub, wliich the former gladly entertained ; an arinis* 
lice was concluded and on the if,th of August 1087 a treaty 
^Yas signed, by which it was agreed iljat theKnglish should he 
permitted to return to all their factories in tho province, that 
tho obnoxious duty of per^ cent, should bo remitted, 
and tliat they should have a tract of land at Ookhbareeah, on 
tl.c right bank of the Uooghly, with permission to erect 
magazines and construct docks for their shipping; the 
only oonditiuu on their part b.ung tho restoration of all tho 
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vessels tliey Ivad detained.^ These favourable terms 
were tlvi result of the proceodiugs on the Bombay Coast, 
where hostilities having been likewise declared, the English 
ornisers blocked up tho ports and seized upon every Mogul 
vessel that put to sea, not only destroying their oommeroc, 
but what appears to have been of greater importance in 
the sight of the fanatical Aurungzebe, putting a stop to tlio 
annual pilgrimages to Mecca. Iheso decided measures in¬ 
duced tile Emperor to conclude terms with Sir John Child the 
OovoDior of Bombay, in consequeneo of which., orders were 
also sent to Sliaistah KhAu to compromi&e mutters in Bengal, 

! and to restore the Eitglish in that quarter to all their former 
V privileges; this fortunate circumstance saved the small rem- 
' want of the British at Tngellee from utter desiriiotion. 

IMr. Oharuock and liis small party now hfistcned to Oolah- 
bareoalu where they commenced making docks for careening 
the ships, which by this time were greatly in want of repair, 
blit after residing here for three or four mouths and not find¬ 
ing the locality as convenient as was anticipatod, he applied 
for and obtained permission to return to Cluittauntteo.f 

Scarcely were they beginning to get soUled at this place, 
when the" Nawaiib and liis agents re-comraenced their oppres¬ 
sions, consequent on the ronowul of liostilities on the Malabat 
Coast ; the English were all ordered to remove to Hooghly, 
and forbidden to build with either stone or brick at Chutta- 
nuttce ; their property was plundered by the Nawaub s troops 
under his alleged sanction, and a large sum was demand¬ 
ed from Mr. Clmmock as indemnity for the damage the couiv 
trv had sustained during the late disturbances- Jhe Agent, 
unable to obtain terras either by force of arms or by payment 
of the sum demanded, deputed two members of ilie Council 
to Dacca to try the effect of conciliation and to point out tJiat 
the object of the English in desiring to settle at Chuttanuttef) 
was to avoid collision with the native authorities at Hooghly, 
as also on account of the gradual filling up of the river, winch 
.rendered it daily more difficult «nd dangerous tor large vessels 
to come up abreast of that towint 
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Whilst these Depulies svore absent, a circumstance occur- 
rod whicli completely changed the aspect of aihurs. When 
the Court had received intelligence of the ill-success of the 
expedition under Admiral Nicholson and the irrosohite pro¬ 
ceedings of Mr. Oharnock and his Council, they hastened to 
dispatch the Defencey a largo armed ship of 64 guns, aocom- 
paniod by a small frigate, having on board 160 soldiers, the 
vs’hole unclor the command of Captain Heath, with, orders to 
carry the original intentions of the Court into execution, or 
if that was not feasible, to retire with their servants and pro¬ 
perty to Madras.'^ 

Heath was a inau of hot and excitable temperament, and 
acted from the momentary impulse of his owm feelings rather 
tlian in concert with the Agent or Council, or in obedience to 
the Coiut’s commands: Orme describes him as a man of 
courage, but of variahD diapositiony not far removed from, 
crat’ine^s" He arrived olf Ghuttanuttec in the month of 
October in88,tar;cl ou ascertaining the state of affairs, he i 
expressed his rage at the duplicity of the Nawaub and deter¬ 
mined, in opposition to the advice and remonstrauces of Mr. 
Charnook and the Council, to re-oommenco hostilities. In 
accordonco with this resolution, he ordered all the Company's 
servants to embark on board the fleet with their wealth and 
' moveables, and on the 8th of November he set sail for 


Balasore. 

On arrival in the roads, the Governor of that town offered 
to enter into terms on the part of the Nawaub and to adjust 
all matters in dispute, as also to release two English factors, 
who were residing there, and who, on approach of the fleet, 
hod been detained as hostages ; to these overtures Ileatii paid 
no attention, and in spite of a remonstrance on the part of 
the Agent and Council, on the 29lh of NovemberJ he landed 
troops and seamen, attacked and took a redoubt mount- 
uig tliirty pieces of cannon and plundered the town : the 
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was destroyed, and then retreated ifUo the interior, carrying 
with him the two English factors. Enfortiniatoly on that 
very day a purwiinali had been received from the Na^Yal^h, 
containing a copy of a treaty made nvIlIi the tw'o Pepiitios 
at Dacca, in which it was stipulated that the English slioidd 
bo restored to all tlieir privileges on condition of their 
co-operating with the Ifogul troops in an attack upon the 
dominions of the King of Arrakan. 

The troops and seamen having glutted tbomselvos with the | 
pillage of BalasorCj set sail again on the J.3th of December, ^ 
and on the 17th of January 1089 arrived at Chittagong with •; 
tl'*o intention of capturing that place, in accordance with the 
original instructions of the Court.^^^ Finding the works end 
garrison of a much stronger description than they had been 
led to expect, a council of war was held, in which it was 
agreed to write once /norc to tlie Nawaub setting forth their 
grievances and claims and requesting redress, awaiting tlic 
reply before determining on their further proceedings : Heath’s 
impatience however, would not allow him to remain for this 
reply, and wiihout making any attempt on the Fort of Obit- 
fagong, he sailed off to tlio mouth of the river leading to the 
city of x\rrakan, where he arrived on the ^ist of January, and 
immediately sent proposals to the King, offering to co-oporate 
^Yith him against the Moguls, providing be would grant tiie 
F.nglisli a settlement in his dominions.f These propositions 
wore rejected, and as a last resource, he entered into a nogo- 
cialion with a Chief of some consequenco who had revolted 
against the King, proifering him his assistance upon similar 
terms This offer would, in all probability, have been accepted 
and would have answcrocl the object the Company had in 
view, but the same in- patience marked his conduct in this as 
on previous occasions, and without wailing for an answer 
to ins ])r(tposals, ho sailed off with his whole fleet, now 
amounting to l.O vessels, and reached Madras on the Ith 



* Brurc, vyl. u'. p. OlS. Sipwoi’t, p. -Wl- 
1 vol. p. 'US. Su v/art, p. yiil. 




!.J rROCEKOlNGS JiT CHITTAGONG /I 
vernor in revenge set fire to the Engl 




iLF/riKEMKXT TO MAPRAS. 


ro.„>(§L 


w March i680, bringing with him tbo Company's cflbets, 
troops and servants, Vith tbo exception of the Deputies at 
( Dacca, ihe two factors at Buhisore, and two oLbers wln> 
were in coniinement at the up-country factories. Bora ho 
apologiz-cd to the Governor of Fort St. George for his 
conduct, adserting that notlnng but lies^ had been told him 
on all sides.^ 

The Emperor Aurung/ebo was now seriously inoeiised 
against iho English, and be issued peremptory orders that 
they should bo completely extirpated from his dominions. 
All thoir property in Bengal was confiscated, the agents loft 
behind were placed in iron.s, the factories at Musulipatom 
and Vizagapatam were attacked and destroyed and all the 
Englisli found there put to death.t 

About this period the Nawaub Shaistah Khan, being far 
advanced in years, obtained permission to resign tJie Govern- 
rnent of Bengal and retired to Agra, wliere he died not long 
afterwards. J 

Ibnihecin Khan, son of the celebrated Ali Murdan Khan, 
*was appointed to succeed him in the Soobabdaree of Ben¬ 
gal ho was a man of a kind and gentle disposition but 
greatly wanting in energy and activity ; his fir.st not on 
assuming the Government was to release the English agents 
whom ho found in confinement. Shortly afterwards, under 
instructions received from the Emperor, he wrote to Madras 
making overtures to Mr. Chavnock to re-settlc in Bengal. 
Aiirungzebe, notwithstanding his indignation against the 
English whom he had ordered to be extirpated throughout 
the country, soon found by the diininution of his revenues 
the rear value to the Empiro of the wide extended com¬ 
merce of the Company. His religious feelings were also 
touched by observing how completely the Englisli cruisers 
could annoy his subjects and prevent all iiitercourso be¬ 
tween India and Anrbia, aucl being a man who always 
made his passions subservient to his interests and policy, 
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lotherecl liis anger, and in January 1090, nulliomed A. o. uwo. 
his iriiulster to conclude terms with Messrs. Weldon and 
Novarro, two English Commissioners who had been sent 
for tlie purpose from Bombay by Sir John Oinld the Governor 
and Director-Gcnoral of tho Company's settlements.The ■ , 
result was satisiactory ; and althongli the Emperor assumed a 
very high tone, as of a master pardoning his rebolljous sub¬ 
jects, the terms gonoraliy wero advantageous to the British, 
who were restored to all their long-oontested privileges. As 
a specimen of the stylo adopted by the Mogul Government, 
the following firman from the Emperor Aurungzobe to tho 
Nawaub Ibrabeom Khan, cktod ,2;ki April, IG'JO, may prove 
interesting :— 

Fofi must xuidersiand that it has hem the c^oad foviuih^ 

* of tilt' English to repott them of their irreghrlar past pro ' 

" ceedings ; and tkeg not being in their former greatness, 

* have by their Vakeels, petitioned for their lives and a pardon 

* for their faults, which out of mg err.traordl nary favour 
‘ towards them 1 hare accordingly granted: thereft)?'e upon 
' receipt hereof my Phirmaund, you must not create them 
' any further trouble, but let them trade freely in your Govern- 

ment as formerly : and. this order 1 expect you see strictly 
‘ observed 

The English although well inclined to give the jMawanb 
credit for sincerity in hisinvitaiion to them, to return, as well as 
in his promise of rostering all their former privileges and put¬ 
ting tlieni on a footing witli the most favoured nation in 
all respechv, could not forget the deceptions that had been 
practiced on them before, and declined acceding to the pro¬ 
position unless the Emperor w'ould grant them a specific 
firihan for Bengal, defining the precise terms upon which 
they were in future to carry on their trade and mate their 
other arrangements. Tho Court in the preceding year bad 

* written out to say that such a firman was indispensable before 
they should return, and also they ought to obtain per- 


* Stewart, p. ni*ue.p, eol. + Stt wart. Appendix No. 0. 
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.mission to make a scttlcnuml at OhuUanuttee willi leave to 
foriify place. 

The Navvaub Avrotc a second time to say that he had made 
at>plicaiion for tho required firman, but as soma delay must 
necessarily occut, he requested t^iem to return on the assur¬ 
ance of his friontlsliip and protection. Accordingly Mr. 
Oharnock, with his council and Ihctors, embarked at Madras and 
once more nrrivod at Clint tan uttee on the *24111 of August, 
1000,^ accompanied by an Officer and thirty soldiers?, the 
military establishment originally sanctioned. Early id the 
next year, the required Husb-ool-liookultl or order was received 
from t-he Emperor, authorising the re-e.stabhslunent of i\l) their 
tin morfactorif^^i with liberty to trade through the province, froe 
of nil duties description, on pnyment of the annual peish- 

cush of 3,00()TOpees. They were furdier permitted to form a 
settlement at Ouittanuttee, but were not allowed to erect any 
fortification, a privilege which tho Court were most anxious to 
obtain, as they also were to get authority for tho establishment 
of a Mint. Ey the close of tliis year, however, they bad received 
reinforcements aiul increased the militai'y establishment to a 
Company of 100 men.t Tlie Court resolved that, during Mr. 
Chnrnock’s life-time, Bengal should romaiu independent of 
Madras, he being President, but that on bis death it sliould 
again bocoiuo subordinate to Fort St. George.| They further 
recommended that until permission should be obtained to 
fortify Cluittanuttoe, no other factories should be established, 
but agents sent to different parts of tho country to make pur¬ 
chases. The settlement however, began to increase rapidly, 
tuid was permanently fixed as the lleoxl-quartcrs of the 
Company s establishments in BertgJil. 

In the bcginnng of the following year,^Mr. Cbarnoek died, 
and was buried in ihe old cemetery of that City of which he 


• St('NvaUf p- Oniie, vol. % p. 1-s says Umt they arrived in the end of -July. 
+ Rrwue, vol. ,3, p. 120. 
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B founder, where lus tomb is yet to ho seen in the old A.D. mss. 


burying ground near St. John’s Catliedral, being one of tho 
very few allowed to remain when that building was erected.’'*’ 
Charnock was a man whom circumstances rather than indi- 
\idu(d merit forced into a prominent position, he appears to 
liavo been possessed of more animal than ®poral courage, and 
to have been both indolent and indecishe. v His policy, which 
was rash in the first instance, was timid afterwards, for wliich 
he received tho sq|ero cemsurc of the Goxirt. Although appa¬ 
rently honest himself, ho wanted firmness to check the dis- 
j. lionesly of those-, under him. In his earlier career he had 
j sutferfd groat indignities, having been imprisoned by S]iai,stali 
'I Kiian's orders; Orrae says he was saourgecl,t but of thi.s 
I thero exists no proof. As the founder of Oalcuf.tu, however, 
/ bis name will probably be remembered as long as the British 
I Empire in India shall exist. Captain Alexander Hamilton in 
* his quaint and amusing “ INTew account of the East Indies" 
published in 17.11, gives a very unfavourable eharaoter of the 
Eather of Calcutta, but being himself an Inlerloper " and 
consequently obnoxious and inimical to all the Company s 
servants in authority, his opinions and report must be received 


* Tito followulg is che histcription on tbe tomb. 

“1). O. 

Jobus Oliarnock, Armig^ 

Anglus, et Hup. in hoc 
UegDc Beugalensi 
Dignissim^. Anglorii. 

Ageus. 

MoiiiilitatiH sofTt, exu^ilas 
Sub hoc mami ore depotsiiit, at 
in spe beatflc resurrectionis ad 
Chriiitl Jiidicis adventmn 
" ohclormirent. 

Qui postquam in solo non 
suo perigrir.atns es.sit diu, ^ 
reversus e»t domutn sue acter- 
-uiiatis decimo die Januaiii, 

1692.’’ 

Xm-o daughters, .Mrs. White and Mrs. Tyre, are buried with him. 
f Ornio, vol. % p. 12. 
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•h AiailVAL OF SIK JOHN GOLDCISBOROUGH. [CH 

wilh oaution, loore eBpocially as in that particular case, ho was 
unable to speak from personal observation."* 

Mi. Chaniock was succeeded by Mr. Ellis, the next in 
seniority, a person appareiH,ly even fitted for the situation 
than his predecessor. 

This year a temporary’ stop was put to tho saltpetre trade 
in Bengal, which for the time seriously einbar'\assecl tho Com¬ 
pany. 'Elis aro.se from the circinnstauco of the Grand Seig¬ 
nior at Constantinople, having written to the Mogul Emperor 
to say that be understood tho Europeans procured the greater 
portion of one of the ingredients used for making gunpoAvder 
in his dominions,—and as it was frequently employed against 
true believers, the Emperor would bo accessary to the death 
of so many of the faithful if ho any longer cauntenanced 
or permitted tho traffic. This was appealing to the weak 
side of Auriingzebe s character, his bigotry, and the most 
stringent commands were accordingly issued to put an end to 
the trade ;t these orders however did not long remain in force, 
andwere only productive of temporary inconvenience and alarm. 

In the year 169/?, the Court had appointed Sir John Guides* 
borough to be the superior of all their establishments, with 
the rank of General,! to have his head-quarters at Port St. 
George, v/ith orders to visit tho several factories and establish¬ 
ments, and to carry out such reforms as lie might deem neces¬ 
sary or advisable. He arrived at Madras early in 1003, and 
shortly after inspected the establishments at Fort St. David 
and Vizagnpatam ,* from thence be proceeded in the month 
of August to Bengal, where he found matters in a very un¬ 
satisfactory state,—mismanagement and extravagance existing 
in all departments. One of his first measures was to remove 
J^r. Ellis from the situation of President, to which he ap¬ 
pointed Mr.A]!rYe^.tbe Chief of the factory at Dacca : he then 
proceeded to reduce the expenses of the establishment which 
had become most extravagant, particularly as regarded tho 
military force, which was.theu commanded by Captain Hill; this 
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ix was of conrso opposed to such measures, and Sir John a. d, («. 
describes him in his report as ^^fractious and irregular in the 
exti*eBm‘*— Sir John however carried his point, and sent Cap¬ 
tain Hill with tlie greater part of his force to Madras, leaving 
only a guard of two Serjeants, two Corporals, and twenty Pri¬ 
vates. — The pay of tho soldiers were fixed at 4 Rupees per 
month, independent of llieir clothing and ratiozis, which Sir 
John considered to he a more ample allowance, than the 
troops of any other estaMishmerU in India received.' 

Sir John Goldesborougli s last act w'as an application to tho 
Foiijdar of Hooghiy to obstruct the intentioji of Captain 
Pitt, a determined leader amongst the Interlopers, who had 
arrived in the river with a large armed vessel and a valuable 
cargo, for tlie purpose of opening a trade at Hooglily. Sir 
John declared that if eucouragomeiit was given to that in¬ 
dividual to trade, the English would leave Bengal altogether^ 
and his spirited rcmonstrancohad its due effect.—Whilst pur¬ 
suing a course of prudent and determined reform, his career 
vms suddenly cut short by death, which oocurred in January, 

1094, leaving the raaiiagenieut of affairs to Mr. Eyre, who 
had not at the time anived from Dacca.t 

During the year 1095 another order was issued by the 
Emperor, directing a supension of all trade with Euro¬ 
peans in his dominions, in consecpienco of the piracies com¬ 
mitted by Cuptuia Kyd and other interlopers and advoaturevs; 
but in .Bengal the evil was experienced in a less degree than 
elsewhere, owing to the friendship of the Governor of Hooghiy 
which was cheaply purchased by Mr. Eyre. 

This year, advices were received from the Court, who were 
much alarmed for the safety of their several settlements, in 
consequence of the repprt of a large French expedition being 
under orders for India; they therefore enjoined defensive ar¬ 
rangements generally, and sent out a lergo reinrorooment of 
Englisli and Swiss soldiers to the Coast, and also directed tho 
enlistment of Armenians and Calfres or Blacks” assigning as 
a reason, that every recruit sent fromEnyland cost the 
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Company £ 30 tliis appears to have led to a gradual exten¬ 
sion of thesinall iniHtaiy forco iixed by Sir John Goldesbo- 
rongb, Avhicb we soon find considerably increased in unmbei'^. 

At this period an alarming rebellion Invoke out in Bengal, 
headed by a Hindoo Zemindar of Bardwan, named Soobah 
Bing, who having resisted and slain tlie Rajah of that (listrict, 
called to bis assistance Rehirn Khan, the leader of the Patan 
tribo reinaining in Orissa; the rebels emboldened by their 
success and cncourngecl by the apathy and indolence of tho 
Niiwaub and the rniscoiiduct of the Fonjclnr of Jessore, who 
lied before tliem, soon drew a large force to their standards, 
attacked and took possession of Hoogbly, and threatened the 
entire subversion of the Government. On the corninenoe- 
ment of these disturbances, the severfil European establish¬ 
ments entertained a number of native soldiers for the protec- 
tioii of their property, and professing themselves the friends 
of tho local Government, solicited permission to put their 
factories in a state of defence against the insurgents; to this 
request the Nawaiib replied in general terms, directing them 
to defend themselves ; when they taking for granted what 
was not positively forbidden, hastened to erect walls of ma¬ 
sonry with bastions or Hanking towers at the angles, around 
their several factories, and thus originated tho fortifications 
of Chiusurab, Chandernagore, and Calcutta.t Shortly after¬ 
wards, a party of the insurgents, made an attempt upon 
Chuttanuttee, but were repulsed with considerable loss, after 
having^set fire to some of the neighbouring villages. An¬ 
other detachment laid siege to the Fort of Tannah about 8 
miles below Calcutta, on tho opposite side of the river, but 
the English at the request of the Foujdar of Hooghlv, dis- 
l)atched an armed vessel to the assistance of tlie garrison, 
and the insurgents were compelled to retreat. In the mean 
time the English were indefatigable in their exertions to put 
their establishment in a defensible condition ; the bastions 
were made capable of bearing artillery, but to avoid exciting 
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Jfspicion of the Nawaub, the ernbra^iiire'^ were built up on A. D 
the exterior, with a facing of wall, oru? brick tliick. The set- 
tlemeiu liad now become much more healthy thiin it was at 
first, and the consideration it obtained Irom the Nawaub and 
the Foujdar at Hooghly^ as well as the security it atforded in 
■he present troubled period, together with its llvriYiug com¬ 
merce, rendered it a place of importance and greatly in¬ 
creased the ntimber of its inhabitants. 

Daring all this time, tUo insurgents wore gradually gnining 
head, they liud taken possession of Rajmahal and Mulda, at 
which latter place the English factory was plundered. Tho 
Emperor on hearing of these disturbances, Yvas ahko astonish¬ 
ed and indignant at the eouduot of Ibrabeem Khan, and im- . 
mediately appointed his own grandson Azeem-oo-sluxii to 
assume charge of the Boobalidaree, directing that in the in¬ 
terim the Nawaub’s son, Zuberdust Khan, a tried and gal¬ 
lant soldier, should bo placed in ooininand of the military 
resources of the province, and.sent against the rebels. This 
young nobleman immediately made his arrangements, nmrehed 
against the enemy, defeated them at liajuiahal, followed them 
up to Muxadavad, and finally to Burdwan, when A 2 ceem-oo- 
ehan arriving lu tho province, ordered liim to refrain from 
fartb.>r hostilities, and so offended him by the coolness of his 
reception, that ho left the Army, taking with liim the flov?er 
of the troops.-^ The young Prince was of an indolent diKS- 
position and exceedingly avaricious, the accumulation of 
money being iiis leading object. The relmls took advantage 
of the first weakness, and the English of the second ; the 
latter dispatched Mr. Stanley, one of the Council, to tho , 
Prince s camp, not only to counteract certain intrigues set on 
foot by the Dutch Couipany, but to procure a grant from hia 
Higljness of the viliages of CliuttaiuUtoe, Govindpoor, and 
Kalleegliattat adjoining their scttleineni, as also an order to 
exclude all Interlopers;—for the former of these privileges 
they paid 10,000 Ihipecs; but the Interlopers making a pre- 


Stewort, pp. 3;U 40. 

^ From wlionce origii^atcJ tlie modem nunVo '■ Calcutta,” Cliultfiiiutiee occufo'cd 
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Ijl) BENGAL CKEATED A PRESIDENCY. 

sent of 14,000 ttupees obtained a licence fox free trade.*' The 
Zominclars of the villages ..at first refused to uuiko over their 
rights, unless the order was ooiintersigaed by the Emperor s 
Dowan ; coutirmalion was obtained by a further present of 
broadcloth valaetl at 800 ilupoes more. A fresh firnian for 
free trade, confirming all former privileges, was also obtained 
in January 1700 from the Prince. In 1698, Bengal was again 
made independent of Madras; but as no Court of Judicature 
had been as yet established in the former, all offenders against 
the Company were to be sent to Fort St. George to lake their 
trial. The defences were ordered to he gradually strongtiieued 
and made regular, but in such a manner as not to give offence 
to the Mogul aulhorities.t This year a new East India Coni- 
pany, called the “ English Company/' was established, and 
the disputes between the two bodies proved exceedingly pro- 
judicial to the British interests for some time,, though less 
so in Bengal than elsewhere. 

Sir Edward Littleton, who was appointed President and 
Consul of the newer Eugilsh Company," arrived with his 
Council and establishment at Iloogbly in July 1009, wliero 
he fiKcd bis head-quarters. He also brought with him a 
company of soldiers as a Guard, under three officers, a Cap¬ 
tain, a liieiUenatU and an Ensign-t He and Mr. Board, the 
President at Calcutta, who had succeeded Jlr. Eyre on the 
return of the latter to England, contmiiod to keep up the 
appearance of civility and occasionally even that of mutual 
assistance. 

In the end of 1099, the Court re-appointoJ Mr. or rather 
as he had then become, Sir Charles Eyre, to tbe charge of 
^ xheir affairs in Bengal, which they now, for the first time, 
raised to tlio rank of a Presidency.§ In thus superceding Mr. 
Beard, the Court recorded tluit the measure in no manner 
arose from any disapprobation of the conduct of thatold 
and faithful servant," who still opjoyed their fullest confi¬ 
dence, and who was appointed second to the President, and 
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a year salary, with 4MOO personal gratuity. The Court par¬ 
ticularly improsserl on Sir Charles Eyre the nocevssity of 
strengthening the fortifications and rendering tlieni regular, 
so as to<afford a safe retreat for ail their servants and property 
in the event of any disturbances or civil wars ; as however, 
tlio President expressed some fear that the siuspicion of tho 
Nawaiib or his officers- might bo awakened, he was permitted 
to exercise a discretionary powder on the subject, but he was 
recommended to give the outline of tho huiklings, the form of 
a pentagon if possible, that being at the time considered tho 
strongest figin’o for defence,—and to see to the strengtboning of 
the timbers, — that the windows were so arranged as to be capa¬ 
ble of being used as port holes in case of attack, and that the 
buildings flanked each other, The Council of tho new Pre¬ 
sidency was to consist of five, Sir Charles Eyre President, Mr 
Beard, second and Accomptant, Mr. llahsey third and Ware¬ 
house-keeper, Mr. White fourth and Purser of Marine, and 
Mr. Balph Sheldon fifth and Receiver of the Revenues and 
Manager of all subordinate business. 

The new fort was called .Fort William, "f in honour of His 
Majesty Kipg William III., and taxes were ordered to be im¬ 
posed and levied similar to those at Port St. George. 

Sir Charles Eyre however, neror joined his appc)iiji.ment 
and Mr. Beard continued to liold the Presidency. 

About this time the Poujdar of Hooghly throatened to 
appoint a Kazy or Mtihornedun Judge to Calcutta, in conse¬ 
quence of the number of Mahoniedau subjects now congre¬ 
gated there ; but this measure, which would have been 
productive of serious inconvenience to the settlement, wa.s 
averted by a bribe to the Prince. 

Daring the year 1700, a reinforcement of troops was sent 
from England and barracks ivero ordered to be erected for 
their accommodation within the Fort; this arose from thu 
anticip..dion of disturbances on tho death of the Emperor, 
now yearly expected, and for the same reason orders were 
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1 reiterated regarding tlio strciigthenlng and enlarging the 
fortifications.^’ 

These orders wore again issued in January and March, 
1701-2, when Jt \^^as directed that the Fort should’ he made 
a regular pentagon with bastions, and the works bo made 
extensive enough to accommodate all the establishments of 
the out-factorios, in case it should be found necessary to with¬ 
draw them on the death of the Emperor.f During this year 
the famous Embassy of Sir William Norris to the Court 
of Aurungzebe took place, on which ho was deputed by 
King William and tlie English Company ;X' the result how * 
over was unsatisfactory, and Aurungzebo renewed some dor¬ 
mant chiims upon the old or London Company/' for damage 
done to his subjects by the Pirates; the factories at Patna 
and Rajaialml were seized, iho property found confiscated to 
mako good these demands, and an embargo was laid upon 
all trade. The several European factories took the alarm and . 
pivpared Lo act on tho defensive. Sir Etlward LittI.eton 
fortified tho factory at Ptooghly to the host of liis ability, 
and raised a Company of H)0 Portuguese for its/defence, 
•nilisting also such other Europcttus as ho could obtain, the 
greater part of tlie Company he had brought out. with, him 
imving died;—he also brought up the. Grave tin 
vessel, and stationed her alongside the factory for better 
protection.^ Tho Agents of the old Company at Calcutta 
were ciiually active, they strengthened their defences and 
mounted additional guns upon the Avorks. Their gai'rison 
at this time amounted to 120 Europeoii Soldiers, and they 
drafu'd several seamen from tho vessels to assist in Avorking 
the guiis.ll President Beard however, took a still bolder 
step, ho detained several Mogul vessels 'on the point of 
sailing to Surat and Persia ; this measure had the desired 
effect, tho embargo w is taken off the trade by the Foujdar 
of Hooghly, and shortly afterwards a IJiisb-ool-hookum was 
T’eceived from the Emperor to the same purport. The rivalry 
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two CoTvipanies haTing boeti found prodaotive' of serious A D. 1705, 
injury to both parties, arrangoraonts were maclo for an 
union of the two, and iho ageuts of both were informed 
of the probability of suoli a measure. Notwithstanding 
ail these obstacles and difiiculties, the settloinent con- 
tinuod to prosper, the shipping increased, and an udcli* 
tien Avas made to the number of Pilots on the river, 
two email vessehs were ordered from Bombay or the 
Coast to bo employed in that service, and a .Bankshall Avas 
built v.t Kodgereo. Although Prince Azeem-oo-sbun remain¬ 
ed in .Bengal, the government of the province was intrasled 
to i\Tooi\slicd Koolee Ivhan, a man of ability and decision, 
who had recently been Bewan at Hyderabad. He appears 
to have been a friend to commerce, though not so to the 
peculiar privileges enjoyed by the English, and he was fur- 
tlier jealous of their growing power and of the general exten- 
“sioii of tbo European fortifications. 

In 1703-1 the terms of the union between the rival Com¬ 
panies having been considerably advanced, and the Dewan oc¬ 
casioning tho Agents of tho English Company’* much trouble 
at Hooglily, on the plea of tboir not having the beneiit of 
tho claim to free trade, they all moved down under Sir Edward 
Littleton to Calcutta.'^ The force at that place, shortly after 
this, in 1705-6, received a reuiforccmeut uudor Lieutenant 
Woodvillo of 16 men, and then amouvUed to 120 Infantry 
Soldiers, exclusive of '' (ho Gamier and hh crew” which at 
this period constituted the whole of the Company s Artillery 
in Bengal, and it was recommended that in consequence of 
the oppression of the Dewan, this force should never bo ^ 
allowed to fall beioAV 100 men, which was the leavSt number 
requii'ed for tlia defence of the place; that proper 0/ilcors 
should be attached, and from 15 to 20 recruits scut out an¬ 
nually to replace casual ties.f 

Ic may be inentiohed here, that a reinforcement had been 
furnished from Bengal to Bcncooleri a sliort time proviously, 
where there was a great want of soldiers.'): Tho Dewan Moor* 






^ Biuce, Tol. 3, p. &15. + Ibi(), [t, Obi, J Ibid, p. 070. 





r;EATH OF AlIRTJKGZKBE. 


[CH 



Kooioe Kliun, continued to give cjonsiciera!)le annoyance to 
the English trade, •notwitlislancliug which, the seUlenierit rapidly 
progressed ; the iiuul junction of the two Companies was nearly 
settled, and a Commission was appointed from Madras to enquire 
into (lie slock and debts and to arrange the details connected 
with the union as far as regarded Bengal. Mr. Beard and Sir 
Edward Idtileton both died about this time, when Mr. Sheldon 
of the ‘'Loudon/' and Mr. Hedges of the "English Conipany/’ 
succeeded to the management of tlio two concerns, In the 
incorporation of the servants of the (“vvo establishments, the 
Is;;, 8rd, 5th, and 7ili places in the Council were to be filled 
from the old, and the 2nd, 4tli, 6th, and 8th, from the new 
Company ; the chair to be taken weekly by Mr. Sheldon and 
Mr* Hedges alternately,—and at last in the year IT.OT- 8 tho 
rival interests wore finally merged into the United Uompamj 
qf Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 

On the 21st February 1707, the Emperor Aurungzebe died 
at the advanced age of 01 years. He was succeeded, but not 
without a struggle, by his eldest son Bahadoor Shah, the father 
of Azeem-oo-Shau. In Bengal this oonvulsiou passed oil more 
quietly than was expected, hut the Uifited Council pointed oat 
tlic necessity for strengthening tho works of Fort William to 
protect the daily increasing number of inhabitants in Calcutta, 
and solicited a supply of 50 pieces of brass cannon from Eng¬ 
land for this purpose * We learn from Captain Hamilton who 
visited Calcutta about this period that the garrison consisted 
of between 2 and 300 soldiers.t 

Azeem-oo-Sban, who had been instrumental in placing hia 
fatlier on the thione, was re-appointed to the Soobahdareo of 
Bengal, and Moor^died Koolee Khan, with tho rank of Nawaub 
of Orissa, was nominated Peputy-Govevaor as well as Dewan; 
the latter now renewed his arrogant bearing towards the Eng¬ 
lish, and insisted on their paying the same duties as all other 
European merchants. A negociation ensued, in wh'ich they 
agreed to pay him 30,000 rupees for a sunniid confirming 
their former privileges, but this appears never to have been 
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^ on, tho Civil war inducing the Court to bold over the 
measure pending tho results of the struggle. In the mean time 
Hahidoor BluUi died in 1712, and his son Azeem-oo-Shan being 
killed shortly afterwards, the throne ultimately passed to rur- 
rookhseer, tho son of the latter prince, after defeating his 
undo Jehaudar Shah in a severe engagement near Agra. 

Moorshod Koolee Khdn was confirmed in the Governmor.t 
of Bengal, and his exactions and oppressions nov/ became so 
grievous, disregarding all former iirmans and privileges, that 
Mr. Hedges, who had succeeded to the sole charge of the Pre¬ 
sidency, doterinined in 1713, upon sending an Embassy to the 
Court of the Emperor. The parties selected were Mr. John 
Snrnam and Mr. Edward Stephenson, two old and able mem¬ 
bers of tho service; they were accompanied by an Armenian 
named Khojali Siu-haad, in tho capacity of native agent and 
Persian interpreter, and by Mr. William Hamilton wlio was 
attached to the Embassy as Surgeon: they also took presents 
of Europe man a fact tiros and curiosities to the aiuount of 
£30,000 sterling,* 

The Nav/aub, who viewed this Embassy with a jealous eye, 
exerted all his interest at the Court to frustrate its object, and 
would doubtless have succeeded but for an unexpected and 
most fortunate circumstance. Tho Emperor Furrookhseer had 
for some months past been engaged to marry tho daughter of 
AjeetSingli, the Maharana or Rajpoot Priaco of Oodypoor, 
but was at this timo afflicted w itii a complaint that baffled the 
skill of all the Physicians of tho Court and compelled him to 
postpone* his marriage; at length by the recommendation of 
the Khan I)owraD,he was induced to send for Mr. Hamilton, 
the Surgeon of the Embassy, who shortly succeeded in per¬ 
fectly restoring him to heullh. Tho Emperor, grateful foi 
this benefit, bestowed several munificent presents on Afr. 
Hamilton, and further promised to grant whatever favour be 
should ask; this gcntlefnan, in the same manner that Mr, 
Bouglitoii had done before, generously waived his own claims 
and interests, and besought tho Emperor to concedo tho oh- 


* Stesyart, pp. 59D-6. Auber, vol. 1, p. 10, 
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jocts of tlxc English mission. Fiirrookhseor was astonished at 
such disinterestedness, and proraissd conipliance as soon as 
the ceremonials of his marriage were concluded.^ 

After soDio delay and much intrigue, n firmant last 

obtained in 1717, ooufirming all former privileges, aiuhorlz* 
ing the Company to issue dusiuch, exempting any goods 
epociiiecl therein from search on duty, placing the use of the 
Mint at Moorshedabad at their disposal, and granting them 
permission to purchase 88 villages about and below Calcutta 
on both sides of the river, on payment of the annual ground 
rent of 8,121*]^ rupees in addition to the 1,195 rupees, which 
they already j^aid for the villages of Ohuttanuttee, Govind- 
poro and Calcutta. IVioorshed Koolce Khixu was much 
enragfcd ah this measure, but ho could not openly oppose the 
Emperor s orders; however, be privately threatened the Ze¬ 
mindars of the several villages with his vengeance if they part- 
od with their land-to the Company on any terms thatmighthe 
offered, as he fore 9 a^Y that such a measure would give the Eng¬ 
lish the complete command of the river, where they would 
be enabled to erect batteries on either side : ho also resisted 
every attempt to abuse the privilege of the dustucks, confin¬ 
ing them solely to the Company’s goods intended for export, 
and not permitting them to grant the privilege to others for 
purposes of inland trade. The Company Nvisoly gave up these 
points, not a little influenced by the fear that such an addition 
of territory ^Yonld demand an augmentation of the military 
force and also, as they stated, that our soldiers may ?wt he 
harrassed by long marches to defend oar hottnds!'X Matters 
were at length amicably arranged, and by conciliating the 
Nawaiib and making him occasional presents, the English 
affairs enjoyed a long interval of repose and prosperity. Cal¬ 
cutta rapidly increased in importance, merchants of all doscrip- 
lions, European and Native, thronged to the place, and in 1727 
the shipping belonging to the Port had increased to 10,000 
tons.§ 


♦ Vide Appendix B. 

I Auber, voU 1, p. ^ L 
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Hamilton, to whoin tLo Company was so deeply in- v. D. 
dobted, died soon alter bis arrival in Calcutta,: on ibe lOtb 
December 1717.’-'^' 

Considevftblo improvements TOro made about this time or 

very soon after this, in tlu5 public buildings and in tlie ar¬ 
rangements about tho town, with a view to facilitating the 
means of defeiico and oonnnunication, and also contnbuung to 
the salubrity of the place; these were noticed and approved 
by the Court in thoir letter dated 16th February 17:21, of 
whicli the following is an extract:—- 

Para. 76. The reasons given for making tlio new roads 
' on iho B. S. W, side of your town, and the benefit ex- 
‘ pected and arising thereby, as well to see through your 
" bounds into tho country of tho neighbouring ZeDhndar.s, who 

* attacked you some time before, as to facilitate the march of 
‘ your soldiers when necessary to support your utmost out- 

* guards, and prevent private robberies in the night from 
‘ rogues abroad, and that thereby tho wind hath a free 

* passage into tho town, and likely to contribute Us 
‘ healthiness, carry their own commondaLions with thorn; and 
' we must add, we look on it as a piece of good inanagcjnent 


♦ In clearing away the ground for Ujc fouiuktiou of St Je hu’s Cathedral, which 
stands portly on Uie Bite of the old cemetery, Mr, IlamiKon’s tombstone was 
discovered, and is now' ploced iu the same building witli that of Job Chaniock, it 
rontains two iusci-iptions, the one ia Rnglisb the other in rersian; in these a 
discrepancy as to die date of his demise will be obsenuble. 

The fonuer is ts follows : 

“ Under tliis stone lies interred the body of W. Unmilton, Surgeon, w'bo departed 
this life tlie lOtli September 17 IT. His memory ought to he dear to this nation for 
the credit he gained the Ungli^h in curing Fermhaerc, the proseut king of Hiii- 
doostan, of a raoligjiiuit distemper, by which lie made bia own name famous at the 
Comt of that great monarch, and without doubt will perpetuate his memory, as 
well in Great Britair. as in all other nations in Europe *’ 

The Persian inscription has been translated by Hr. Gladwin and is to the follow'- 
iug eftecl: 

Wiliiam TTamilton, Physician, in the service of the English Company, who had 
accomporiied the English Ambassador to the enlightened iirei^cnce, and having 
made his own ntime famous in the four quarters of the earth by die cure of the 
r.rapcrof, the Asylmn of the world, ftrobummed 1‘yrrukl.scor, the Victorious ; and, 
with a thousand dilTlciiUies, having obtained p^rmissiou from the Court, w/dch is 
the r(.fugo of the universe, to rijuni to his country ; by the Divine decree, on tlie 
fourth of Decc?nborj 1717, died in CRlculta, aud iS buried here.” 
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in you to lay hold of a fitting opportunity to persuade your 
‘ inhabitants to agree to your making them, and they boar the 
‘ charge.”* 

Moorshed Koolee Khan died in 172o and was succeeded 
by his son-in-law, Shoojah-oo-doen Khun, who held the 
Government until his death in 1780.t During his reign 
there is but little to record with respect to the English settle¬ 
ment, which gradually increased and prospered.1; In 172G 
a Mayor’s Court was established in Calcutta for the adminis¬ 
tration of justice, consisting of a Mayor and Aldermen, upon 
tho .same footing as that at Madras. In the instructions 
received from England, it was directed that tho process of 
this Court should he simple and e.Kpeditious, “ so that justice 
ought not to he made sour bg ddag."% Some annoyance and 
jealousy was excited hy the establishment of a Company, 
called tho “ Ostend East India Company,” who settled them¬ 
selves at Banky-bazer, a little below Chaiidernagore, but were 
finally driven out of the province in 1733. In October 1737, 
a furious hurricane committed great devastation amongst the 
shipping and property at Calcutta, where 200 houses were 
corajiletely destroyed, and the steeple of the Church sunk 
to the ground without breaking ; of nine Engli.sh ships in 
the river, eight were lost with all their crews. The only 
(iitt'erenae that oocnrred between the Company and Shopjah-oo- 
deon during his administration, arose from the ciroimistance 
of theFoujdarof Hoogbly having seized a boat laden with 
sdk belonging to the Company, upon which the Council im- 


* Auber, toI. 1, pp. 25-0. f Stewart, 118,133. 

I The best ostinvite of the ^filitary force at this period is to be found in the fol¬ 
lowing? official stalemeut of *' Alilitary chargoi at E'ort Wiiliuiu and its subordi¬ 
nates for live years, from May 1720 U) April 1734,’* 


From 

1700 „ 

1730 

„ 23,.173 

» 

1730 „ 

1731 

„ 21,1)66 


1731 „ 

1732 

„ 22,612 


1732 „ 

1733 

„ 11,6::6 

- 

1733 „ 

1734 

„ 12,407 




£ 05,084 


§ Auber, vol. 1, p* 30. 
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lily sent up a party of soldiers and released it by force ; a. d, 
this act of violence greatly incensed tlie Navvaub, and he 
issued an order stoi^ping not only the trade, but supplies 
of every description, and the rresident was only able to ap¬ 
pease him by payment of a large sum of money and making 
a most ample apology.*^ Tho fiourislung condition of the 
settlement had introduced a very Jicxurious and extravagant 
style of livings which the Court in their dispatches severely 
condemned; tho salaries allowed to the Company's servants 
continued very small the President only receiving £800 a 
year, but every one was moro or less engaged in private trade, 
by winch large fortunes were realized to the great detriment 
of the Company’s interests, which were comparatively neg¬ 
lected. As far back as 1725 the Court remonstrated on the 
extravagance of tho President Mr. Dcano in having cliurged 
the Company eioveu hundred rupees for a pair of horses for 
his carriage, and directed that the amount should bo recovered 
from his estate, behaving died a short time before, and express- 
ed their disapproval of such mjycrjlaitiesy Butin 1731 they 
comment in a letter dated 3rd Becembor, on a maoh more 
luxurious and extravagant mode of living which had crept 
into the settlement, and they recommend their Presi.lent Mr. 
John Stackhouse who had just been appointed,—to show a 
' good example of frugality, by keeihng a decent retinue, such 
‘ as formerly was practised, for tho dignity of his station; 

‘ and not fall into that foppery of having a set of music at 
‘ his table, and a coach and six, with guards and running 
‘ footmen, as we are informed is now ))ractised, not only by 
‘ the President, but by some of inferior rank, and that ho re- 
* commend the same to all those that shall be in lower stations, 

‘ in order to check this luxury."t 

These injunctions appear to have had their duo effect, for in 
a letter dated 8Ist January, 1731, they make tho following 
quaint remarks:— 

“ Wo arc highly pleased that the extravagant way of living 
' which had obtained such deep rooting among you, is entirely 


• Stewart, p. 4:30. 
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laid aside. Whenever such ?' practice prevails in any of our 
‘ sorvantfi!, we sliall always suspect that we are the paymasters 
^ in some shape or other, and it seldom fails of hringiug 
^ them to penury and want; wo must therefore, both for your 
‘ sakes and our own, earnestly rocoinmend frugality as a 
" cardinal virtue, and by due regard to the said advice, we do 
" not doubt but the diet and otlier allowances from us will 
^ be amply sullicient to defray all necessary expenses, as 
^ Bengal is not only the cheapest part of India to live in, 

^ but perhaps tho most plentiful country in the whole 
^ world/’* 

The increase of the Militaiy establishment, appears to havo 
kept pace with that of all other branches of tho service. 

Tho French also were greatly extending their trade and in¬ 
fluence, under tho talented and energetic Dupleix, who was 
Governor at ChanJernagoro, from 17S0 to 1742. 

Sirtiraz Khdn succeeded his father Shujah-oo-cloen Khdn 
in tlie Soobahdaree of Bengal, during whoso Government 
iho celebrated Nadir Shah invaded India, and called upon tho 
Nawaub for tribute which was duly and promptly paid, tho 
Engiisli contributing their quota to the general aLnou’vt fur¬ 
nished from the province. Sirfiraz KhSn was slain at the 
battle of Glienah in January 1741,t and his conqueror Ali 
Veidee Khiin, assumed the Oovernnienh whicli he retained 
until 1 h 3 death in 1756. lie was a soldier and an able poli¬ 
tician, and seldom interfered with the European Factories 
except wbeji hard pressed by his enemies; on ouo or bvo of 
such occasions he called upon them all to contribute to tho 
defence of the province, and in ono instance the English paid 
him three lakhs of rupees. His reign was a continued and 
arduous struggle, particularly with the Mahrattas, who hav¬ 
ing made themselves masters of the w'cstern portion of Orissa, 
poured down upon Bengal almost annually; Ali Verdee Khan 
resisted them gallaudy and defeated them frequently, but 
their national untiring perseverance was too much for him at 
last, and he was finally corupolled, worn out with age and 


* Aubtr, vol. 1, p. :U. 
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, to conclude terms, by wbich he ceded to tnem the A. D. 17^^- 
l>rovi\ice of Orissa and bound himself to pay twelve lakhs 
annually as chouty^ 

During his Government, Calcutta continned to increase in 
sizo and commercial prosperity. In the )ear 1742 the Mah- 
rattahs devastated the whole province and sacked the town of 
Hooghly, on this occasion the Englisli applied for and ob- 
tanied permission to dig a ditch and throw up an intrench- 
inent round their settlemejit, which if completed would have 
extended for more than seven miles ; an absurd work, when 
the weakness of the garrison was considered; small redoubts 
were added at intervals, to protect tha bridges and salient 
angles ; bat after the work had been carried on for six months, 
and little more than three miles of the ditch were completod, 
finding that the Mahrattas did not advance, the work was 
discontinued; it was however always known afeerwards as the 
Mahratta Ditch , some traces of which yet remain. At the 
same time permission was obtained to erect a wall of masonry, 
with bastions at the corners, around the factory at Kossim- 
hazar. At this period the European, Armenian and Portn- 
gUGse inhabitants were for the first time regularly ‘mbodied 
into a Militia, and a numboj^of Lascars were also entertained 
to assist tlie Gun-roovi crow in working the guns and preparing 
.rnd looking aftur the Ordnance stores; this is the first notioo 
to be found regarding the employment of that most useful 
class cf men. The arrangements made on this occasion met 
the approval of tlie Court as shown in the following extract 
from a letter dated the 21st March, 174d: — 

“ We entirely approve of the necessary precaution taken 
on the Morattas invasion, to prevent a surprise by hiring 
a number of I^ascars, forming the inhabitants into a militia, 
surveying the town, fortifications, guns, purchasing some 
small ai’ms and tlie like; the expense upon such an urgent 
occasion we cheerfully acquiesce in, relying upon your care 
and frugality in disl’ursing our money on every article/'t 
With exception to a few instances of plunder at the out- 
factories, and the occasional stoppage of boats coming down 
the river with goods, the English suffered little by the 
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invasions of tUo Mnhrattas; on the contrary they were 
in reality gainers, for the security of the scttleuient induced 
numbers to come and reside in the town. 

The war between the French and English which raged 
with so much violence on the coast, had comparalivety hut 
little effect upon Bengal, where the fear of the Nawaub 
restrained both parlies from attempting any hostilities against 
each other. In or before the year 17-12, a detachment appears 
to have been sent round to Bombay, hut the exact date, or 
tho occasion for tho measure, is not known. In the Bombay 
official returns of that year, the Bengal Detachment is repre¬ 
sented as consisting of I Ensign, 2 berjeante, 4 Corporals, 
14 European Privates and 1 Topaz.* 

la 1718, the Court determined to place the ArtiUery at the 
three Presidencies in a much more efficient condition-here¬ 
tofore this branch of tlie force was rather on the footing of 
Marino Artillery, being chiefly recruited from tlie Company’s 
ships, on board of which it was occasionally employed; rh6 
detail was < 3 ommanded by a Warrant Officer, designated the 
Master Gunner, who also performed the duties of Military 
Store-keeper, and his subordinates were ranked as Gunners, 
Quarter Gunners, and Gunners' Males, in imitation of tho 
N'aval nomenclature of the period. 

On the i7th June 17:18, the Conn addressed a circular 
letter of tho three Presidencies on this subject, ordering 
a Company of Artillery, on the model of that in the 
Royal Service, to be formed at each, into which the well 
conducted and qualified members of the Gun-room crews were 
to bo absorbed. 

Tho following extracts notify the principal arrangements;—- 
“ As it is intended to abolish the offices of Gunners, 
‘ Gunners’ Mates, Quarter Gunners and Gun-room crew, and 
' to enlist in lieu of them a regular Company of Artillery 
‘ for the better defence of our Settlements in time of danger, 
‘ and for the training up a regular and disciplined Corps, for 
‘ the Ordnance Service.—We do hereby order for the more 

• E. I. U. S. Jonrual. .lanutiry, IS88, p. 87. Article “ Three year's Gleanings.” 
The Mtiolc bearing the foregoing tiUe and which it is innch to be regretted was 
never eoniploted, ia an admirably written record of the early services of the Ist 
Bomoay Fusiliers. 
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^attaining this end, that the following Eegulationa ba 
‘ stricily followed and observed :— 

“ That the said CocQxrany of Artillery do consist of one 
‘ Second Captain, one Captain laeutenant and Director of the 
‘ Laboratory, one First Lieutenant Fireworker, one Second 
■ l.leut€Bttnt Fireworker, one Ensign Fireworker, four Serjeant 
“ Bombardiers, four Corporal Bombardiers, two .Drummers, 
and one hundred Gunuers. 

“ So soon as the Company of Artillery consists of a snflicient 
‘ number of Officers and Gunners to do the duty of tho Gun- 
‘ nets and Gnn-room crew (which it is strongly recommended 
‘ may be as soon as possible) the office of Gunner, and 
‘ of all belonging to the Gun-room, are to be abolished,’' 

A Mditary store-keeper was at the same time appointed to 
take charge of the stores, hitherto under tho charge of the 
Gunner. Amongst tho regulations for the guidance of the 
Director of tho Laboratory was tho following, which will 
perl laps amuse tbe reader :— 

“ No Foreigner whether in our service or not (except sucb 
‘ as hath been admitted into it by tlio Court of Directors) nor 
‘ no Indian, black or persons of a mist breed, nor any Roman 
• Catholic of what nation soever, shall on any pretence be 
‘ admitted to set foot in the Laboratory, or any of the Military 
‘ Magazines, either out of curiosity, or to be employed in 


A. D, ITA6 


' tbeui, or to como^ncar them, so as to see what is doiug or 
' contained therein, nor shall any such persons have a copy or 
' sight of any accounts or papers relating to any Military 
* stores whatsovGr/' 

ft was further strictly ordered that no Roman Catliolic 
vov any Officer or Soldier married to o Roman Catholic 
should be admitted or permitted to remain iu tho Company 
of Artillery. 

One first Captain and Chief Engineer was to be appointed 
on a salary of £200 a year, to conimand the three ConrpaniOvS 
and reside at that Presidency where his servif'cs were most 
required. Tliis situation was offered to Major John Goodycro 
who commanded a Company of Royal Artillery on board 
Admiral Boscawen’a fleet;—but it does not appear that he 
ever assumed tbe command. 

The pay of the Second Captain and Kngiueer fixed at 
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£150, of the Oop.tain Lieutenant, at £100, of the 1st Lieutonawt 
Tlroworker at £75, of tlie 2i Lieutenant Fireworker at £60, 
and of the Ensign at £50 per annum. 

The pay of the Serjeant Bombardiers was fixed at 2 shil¬ 
lings per diom, of the Corporal Bombardiers at 1 ehilliag and 
6 pence, of the Gunners and Drummers at 1 shilling each. 

In the following year the Court appointed thu ilhistrious 
Benjamin Kobins as ISngineer General and Commander-in- 
Chief of Artillery, at all the settlements in India, witli plenary 
authority over the -wholo Ordnance Department at tlio threo 
Presidencies, and with the rank of third in Oouncil at each. 

His instructions were to visit each of the Settlements 
in turn, and to examine the fortifications, buildings, Ar¬ 
tillery and Military stores. As particularly regarded Cal¬ 
cutta, tlio folloAving formed a portion of the orders issued 
by the Court, as notified in their circular letter to the three 
Presidencies dated 8tli December 1749. 

As we are resolved to throw up some works about the 
' I’own of Calcutta, for the better defenoo of its inhabitants, 
‘ agreeably to our letter of the 17 th June 1748, a copy of which 
^ is herewith delivered you, you are therefore on your arrival 
^ at Fort William to consider of a plan for that purposo; in 
" forming this plan you are to endeavour, that it may be of 
‘ such a nature, that without any material change in the 
‘ general disposition and without demolishing tho works that 
^ will first be raised, the whole may afterwards be wrought 
‘‘ into a moTO complete fortress; when after maturely weighing 
" all the circumstances necessary to be considered, you have 
‘ formed your phin for the works about Calcutta, and havo 
^ made an estimate of tho time, expence, materials and work- 
^ men necessary to complete it, and have determined with 
‘ what part to begin, and in what order to proceed ; you are 
‘ then to lay the whole before ovir Governor and Council, and 
‘ to require them to prepare the money, materials and work- 
' men, and to issue tho proper orders for carrying on the 
‘ work, which requisition of yours they would oe directed to 
' comply with.*' 

It does not ai>prar however that Mr. Robins ever visited 
Calcutta, though his successor Lieutenant Colonel Scott did 
so in 1755. 
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n 1761, the Court reiterated tlieir orders for training thq A. 1). 1754. 
Militia and ordered them to be formed into 2 Companies."-' 

The regular military establishment at this time appears to 
have oonsisted of .(ivo Companies of Infantry and one of 
Artillery. • Supplies of men and money were more than once 
called for from Madras about this period, and in one of 

the Companies of Infantry, completed to 100 men, was 
embarked for that Presidency, where they arrived in the 
beginning of February,-|' and a few days afterwards took the 
field under Captain Olive and boro a distinguished part in the 
action of Coveprauk ; they then proceeded to Tricliinopoly, and 
were finally incorporated in the Madras Battalion, 

In 1751 the first legislative enactment was passed for the 
regulation of the Company's Military force. This act which 4 ^ 
bore date in the twenty-seventh year of His Majesty King 
George II., was entitled ‘‘An act for punishing Mutiny 
‘ and Desertion of Officers and Soldiers in the serN ice of the 
‘ United Company of Merchants of England trading to tho 
‘ East Indies and for tho punishment of offences comruittod in 
‘ the East Indies or at the island of St. Helena." Under tliis 
act, Articles of war, applicable to tho three Presidencies were 
framed, which with slight modification continued to guide tho 
service form any years.f 

All Verdee Kban was always inclined to encourage the com¬ 
merce of Europeans, of tho value of which to the revenue of 
the Province he was fully sensible, but he appears to have had 
a presentiment that before long they would become masters of 
tbe Country. 

Mustax)ha Kh^n, his principal General, more than once 


* Ilohvell’a Inriiaii Tracts, Bd Ed. p. 802. 
t Orme, vol. 1, p. 209. 

I Tbe Military charges at Fort William oiid the subordinates from May, 1750 to 
April 1755 wa^ a.s follows; 
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to 
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)> 

1751 


1752 
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1752 

» 
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1754 

„ 16,901 
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1754 

»* 

1705 

„ 18,508 
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^ avged him to expel the English and seize their properly and 
wealth, and others of his Court and family advocDted the 
same view, but he would never consent to listen to them. 
“ the En^tuh done to me^' he said on one occasion, 

that I should use ihetu ill 1 It is now dijiciilt to exUnffuUh 
** the Jive on land ; hut should the sea he on/lames who eould 
“ then put them ArJiiding by this to the Naval power 

of the English. Some time beforo his death he had pro¬ 
claimed bis Nephew, Sooraj-oo-dowlah, on whom ho lavished 
his wholo affections, Jieir to his Soobahriaree ; this youth 
naturally of a weak mind and cruel disposition, and educated 
in the worst of all schools, the vice and luxury of an Eastern 
Court, was completely spoiled by the indulgence and doting 
fondness of his Grandfather, and gave way to ovory descrip¬ 
tion of vice and profligacy without any check. In the words 
of the Author of Seir Miitaqberin, he made no distinction 
* betieLvt vice and virtue, and paying no regard to the 
nearest relationsy he carried dejilemcnt wherever he went; 
a)id like a man alienated in his mind, he made the houses 
^ of men and women of distinction the scenes of his projli-- 
’ guey, without minding either rank or station. In a little 
' time he became as detested as Pharoah, and people on 
meeting him by chance used to sag God save us from himf'f 
Siicii was tlie character of the man who was destined by his 
future conduct to occasion one of the most extraordinary 
revolutions in history, a revolution which placed the Empire 
of the East at the disposal of the British nation. 

On the 0th of April, J 760 Ali Verdee Khan departed this life 
and Sooraj-oo-dowlah succeeded to tlie Government of Bengal. 

Wo now come to oho of the most important events in the 
annals of the British connection with India, an event most 
distressing and unfortunate in itself but most beneficial and 
prosperous in its subsequent results. 

Soorai-oo-dowlalv. amongst others of liis caprices, appears 
to have early entertained a niarked dislike towards the Eng¬ 
lish, a feeling which several about him found it to their 


SUnvart, p. 191, Seir Mutftqhcrin, vol. i, p.^91. 
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to cncourAgo and which they materially fostored by a, d. it.^. 
pointing out the wealth that iniglit be obtained by tho capture 
of Calcutta, as well as tlie honour of defeating the English, 

'To these motives another was added, which ultimately served 
as an excuse for commeucing hostilities. 

A short time previous to tho deatl) of AH Verdee Khan, 
Norwoish Mahommud his Nephew had sunk into tho grave, and 
Sooraj-oo*dowlah .mmediately confined Eajah Kaj Boollub 
a wealthy Hindoo, wlio had been Norwaish s Deputy in the 
Government of Dacca, and who happened to be at Moorshe- 
dabad at the time; Sooraj-oo-dowlah also sent emissaries 
to Dacca to seize hi.s family and property, but Kissen Boollub^ 
his son, receiving timely intimation, embarked tho property 
on boats and on pretence of making a pilgrimage to Gunga 
Saugor or Juggernath, proceeded to Calcutta, where ho arrived 
on the ITth of March and was permitted to take up his resi¬ 
dence; Sooraj-oo-dowlah on hearing this, was greatly annoy¬ 
ed and sent an agent of his own to Mr. Drake, the Governor 
of Calcutta, to demand that Kissen Boollub should bo given 
r.p, hut as this man came without letter or credentials, and 
moreover entered the town iu disguise, the Governor who was 
in doubt what'eourse to adopt, took advantage of this circum¬ 
stance and would not acknowledge him, but directed that ho 
should be turned out of Calcutta, a measure which added to 
the irritation of Sooraj-oo-dowlah, who however w*a3 at tlio 
moment deeply occupied with the approaching dissolution of 
Lis Grandfather and preparations for insuring his own suc- 
ccssicn.t dust about this time, intelligence was received 
from the Court of the probability of a war between Eng¬ 
land and Erance, and as this was a different affiir from 
the struggles of the rival Establishments on the Coast, 
and moreover as the check of Ali Verdee Khan's influence 
was now about to pass away, the President and Council 
considered it advisable to look to their fortifications. 


• GenerttUy mentioned as Kiaaen Ease hy Earopeans. Seid Goolam Ilo^^eiu 
Kb&n R fioteznporary writer and well Acquainted witli all parties iu the Diirbai’, gives 
the names adopted ia the te):t> here and elsewhere. 

t HolweU, p. Ormc, vol. 2, p. 54 
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(luring the recent protracted interval of peace 
had beoi most unwisely neglected and porinitted to fall 
into a state of cousidevablo decay. Somo repairs were 
immediately commenced upon, particularly on the river aide 
of the furl, and some useless outworlvs were thrown up in the 
environs of the town, consisting chiefly of a roclonht and 
draw-bri'lge at Bagh Bazar, commanding the passage of the 
Ditch, called Perring’s Bedoubt.* 

The young Nawaiib hearing an exaggerated account of 
these preparations, wrote to Mr. Drake on the subject, stating 
that he understood the J'higlish were digging a ditch and 
building a wall round .he town, and be insisted not only upon 
their iinmcdiately suspending further operations but also 
upon all that had been erected, being instantly deinolisbed. 

To this Mr. Drake replied that the Naw’aiib had l>een 
misinformed on the subject, that there was no wall around tbo 
lawn, neither were they building one, and the 6uly ditch w^as that 
round the setilemont which had been dug in 1742, by por- 
inisKsiou of the late Nawaiib, as a defence against the 
Mahrattas; he further added that war'was exi3CCted with the 
French, and as that nation during the former war, had not 
hesitated to attack and take possession of Fort St. George, 
contrary to the neutrality that might have been expected in the 
klogurs dominions, the English were apprehensive that they 
might act in the same way in Bengal, to guard against which 
the lino of defences on the river side was being put in 
rcpair.t 

This reply the Nawaiib received on the 17th May at Kaj- 
mahal, whither he had advanced in progress to attack his 
Cousin Sliokut Jung, the young Nawaub of Punioeah, whom 
an influential party at the Court, disgusted with Sooraj-oo- 
dowlah’s conduct, were anxious to see upon the throne,—a 
knowledge of which excited the jealousy of the latter and 
led to the expedition. Ho was just about to cross the Gan¬ 
ges with his army, when he received Mr. Drake's letter ; his 
anger was greatly exoiled by jhe reply, he accused the Eng- 



• Ilolifoll, i)p.276 0 t Holwell, p. 977. 
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harbouring State offenders and fortifying iliemselvos A. P. 1760 
contrary to his express orders, and declared his intention to 
unuihilato tliem. He immediately commenced his return ^vith 
his. Army, sending Kajo.h Doolub Hum one of his principal 
officers, with 8000 men in advance to invest the factory at 
Kossimbazar. This detachment came before the factory on 
the 22nd May and surrounded it, but committed no farther 
hostilities; on the 1st of June, the Nawaub himself arrived 
with tlio main body of the Army.^ 

The defences at Ifossi*nbazar were of an insignificant 
description, barely sufficient to render tho use of cannon 
necessary to attack it; the building was a quadrangle having 
small bastions at tho corners, the curtains were only three 
feet thick, built round ranges of ware-houses of whicli they 
formed the exterior w^all; there was no ditch or outer defence, 
and the Avhole was surrounded by buildings which overlooked 
the factory at the distance of about 100 yards; the guns 
were of small calibre and most of them w^ero honey-combed, 
the carriages more or less decayed, and tho whole stock of 
ammunition not exceeding 000 rounds; but worst of all, the 
garrison consisted of only one Officer, Lieutenant Llliot, 
and forty-four regular soldiers, of w^hom twenty were 
J'ortuguese and several Dutchmen together with about 250 
matchlock men.f Under such circumstances a protracted 
defence could not reasonably be expected : but the Council 
at Calcutta entertained a different opinion, and refused to 
send any reinforcement, they declared it to be their belief that 
tho garrijon was sufficiently strong to defend tlig place against 
tho force opposed to them, and accordingly orders were issu¬ 
ed to make the best defence practicable, and if the garrison 
ulumately found the factory to be untenable, they were to 
effect a retreat if in their power. This considerate order, 
however, never reached them.J 

The Nawauh on his arrival at Kossimbazar, sent to Mr. 

Watts the Chief of the factory, threatening to attack tlie 
place with his whole force unless that gentleman immediately 


• Oriiie,.rol.2, p. 66. 
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went to him ; the latter hesitated at first* hut receiving a letter 
'^’***^' with assurances of safety from Bajah Doolab Etiin,bo proceeded 
to the camp accompanied by tho Surgeon,Mr. Forth, where he 
was received by tho Nawaub with bitter invectives and re¬ 
proaches, and was compelled by menaces to sign a moooluilka or 
obligation with a penalty annexed, to the effect that within fif¬ 
teen clays the new works raised in Calcutta should be demolished, 
that all servants of tho Coverniueut who had taken refuge, 
tJaero should be given up, and a refund made to tlio Nuwauh 
of fill revonues of which the Soobahclaree had been defrauded 
by tJio abuse of the Company's diistucks. Messrs. Collet and 
Batson tho next two seniors at the factory, wero also sent for 
and likewise obliged to put theiv names to the document They 
were then kept in confinement in breach of the promises 
made, and the factory being untenable, was surrendered on 
the 4th of June : the property found there was plundered, the 
soldiers confined and the whole party subjected to such 
indignities, tlrat Lieutenant Elliot who commanded, tho troops, 
was driven to distraction and shot himself.^ 

On tho 9th of Jiiuo the Nawaub commenced his march for 
Calcutta. Surprise and consternation reigned at that place 
when tidings amvecl that Kessimbazar was actually in¬ 
vested. On the Ist of June the Governor and Council wrote 
a most submissive letter to the Nawaub, and sent it to bo 
delivered by Mr. Watts, expressive of their readiness to 
demolish all the out-w^orks, the erection of which was under¬ 
stood to have given the chief cause of offence; this letter 
though sent in triplicate, appears never to have reached 
its destination ; tho interposition of Kojah Wuzeed, the chief 
merohunf of the province who resided at Hooghiy, was also 
requested, hut his advocacy failed entirely. In the meanwhile, 
fearful of giving farther cause of offence, no preparations wero 
/made for defending tho place and much valuable time was lost, 
until nt length on the 7th of June, intelligence was received 
of tho surrender of Kossimbazar and of the intended ad¬ 
vance of the Nawaub, when it became apparent that nothing 


* Omie, voU p. ^8. 
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ned biU to endeavour to insure safety by a detenninod 
resistance. This decision was unfortunately arrived ac some- 
what late, and much confusion, timidity and vccciUatiou 
existed in the Council and amongst tlio leaders. True 
it is, the means available wore limited and inferior, and 
iho danger was considerable ; but had there been an 
energetic mind at the head of either the Civil or Military 
afl'airs, there is good reason to believe that a different result 
might have ensued; perticula.riy as the rains were daily 
expected, which would have rendered it impossible for the 
Nawaub’s army to have kept the field, could they have been 
held in check until the monsoon set in.* The Fort was an ill- 
arranged, patch-work building, in the form of an irregular 
tetragon; its longest sides to the east and west extended nearly 
parallel to the river 210 yards; the south face was about 100, 
and the north face 100 yards in length; at each corner was a 
small bastion capable of mounting 10 guns,, the curtains wore 
of masonry about four feet thick, and os at Kossimbazar, 
formed the outer wall of rnnge.s of ware-houses and other 
buildings, the roois^f ' which served as a terreploin to the 
romparts; these, which were at any time ill-adapted to bear 
artillery, had from neglect fallen into such a condition that 
except on the ri ver side, guns could not be fired upon them, 
and in one insUnoe when the attempt was made with a 3 or 4 
pounder, the gun and terrace fell in together. Windows were 
also pierced from these chambers, through the curtains, afford¬ 
ing ready points of entrance to a daring enemy. Another in¬ 
stance of the state of blind seciuity into which the rulers of the 
Presidency had allowed themselves to full, was exhibited in the 
fact of a range of godowns having been erected in the year 1747, 
on the outside of the southern face, completely occupying the 
space between tlie flanks of the adjacent bastions, and conse¬ 
quently depriving tho whole soiuherii side of the means of 
flanking defence. A battery of 3-pounder3 was, however, 
mounted en barbette on the the roof of this new building. 

Tile main entrance to the Fort was on the eastern 
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M STATK OF THE MTtITARV STOKES. 

^iJe, where tboio ms a projecting gateway mouHtiog fiT© 
gunts three to the front and one on either flanh. On 
the western side along the bank of the mer, was a battery 
of heavy cannon, mounted in embrasures of solid masonry^ 
«nd joined at either end to the western bastions by screen 
walls of masonry, in each of which was a small gateway with 
pallisades. There was no ditch^ pallisado or other external 
defcnco around the works; ami to crown all, tlio fort was 
surrounded by several buildings which completely commanded 
it, at the distance of from r»0 to 100 yards: of these tho 
principal were a house and out-oflices belonging to Mr. 
Cnittenden, which entirely blocked up the space in front of 
the north-west bastion and northern curtain,—a house of 
Mr. Eyres opposite the north-east bastion, and - two other 
buildings very near it,—the Church opposite the eastern 
curtain, and tho Governor s house opposite the south-west 
bastion on the river side.^ 

The i'ort occupied the ground from where tho Import 
Warehouse now stands, north of old Fort Ghaut Street, to 
about opposite tlie centre of Tank Square which was then called 
the Park or L^l Bagh, tho southern faco extending from tho 
line of the present Export Warehouse to Coelah Ghat: in 
the direction of tho Park and to the south-east, generally, tho 
ground was tolerably open. The town extended about half a 
mile above and below tho Fort and some 000 yards inland; the 
houses were tor tlie most part detached in separate compounds 
or inolosures. 

The decaying condition of the defences had been more 
than otico brought to notice, pariiciilarly by Captain Jasper 
Leigh Jones, who commanded the Artillery in 1755, but no 
stops wore taken to remedy tho evil, until the danger was 
imtniiient.f 

The supply of powder was small and of inferior quality, 
the faxes for tho shells had been driven many years before and 
w'ere spoiled, the carriages were mostly in a state of decay, and 
fifty new pieces tJiat had been sent out by tho Court three 



• This dtscription of the Fort is chiefly teikeii from Onne ’ HolwtU, 
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dismounted and luseless, under the walls of the Fort.^* 

The regular force of the Presidency at this time consisted 
of four Companios of Infantry and one of Artilleiy, hut a 
considerable portion was detached at the several out-factories; 
the total number present amounted only to 204 men/of whom 
a portion were Topassesf ; there v;ero also two Companies of 
Militia, composed of the Company's servants together with 
the European, Portuguese, and Armenian inhabitants, amount¬ 
ing to 250 more, making a total of t114men, of which number, 

174 only were Englishmen. The officers commanding the 
regular Companies wore Captain Commandant Minohin, who 
commanded the whole. Captains Clayton, Buchanan and 
Grant, and Captain Witherington commanding the Artillery, 

Captain Lieutenant Smith appears to have been attached to 
Captain Minchin*s Company, consequent on the general com¬ 
mand exercised by tlio latter officer. The Subalterns of 
tbo Companies were Lieutenants Bishop, Hays, .BIngg, 

Simpson and 'J3ellamy, ICnsigns Piccard, SeoU, Hastings, 

0, Wedderburn, Walcott and two or three others whose 
names arc not traceable; — l ieutenant OitJmore and Ensigns 
Carstairs and ]\Inir were detached at the out-factories of 
Dacca, Balasore and Jugdeah at the time4 

The two Companies of Militia were officered from tlie mem- 
bei’s of the Civil Service : Mr. Holwell commanded the Isf, 
and Mr, William Mackett the 2nd Company, both of whom 
were members of Council; amongst the other gentlemen 
holding commissions in these Companies^ were the Pevorend 
JV[r. Mapletoft tha Chaplain of the Presideno 7 , and Mr. 

Henry Wedderburn, who w ere the two Captains Lieutenant 
of the Companies, lieutenants Lo Boaume and Sum¬ 
mers, and Ensigns Douglas and l')umbleton.§ The vessel© 
then in the river, were the the Saint George, a Company’s 
ship, with the Vodahj, the Diligence and five small pri¬ 
vate craft. As soon as hostilities were determined on, the 
troops and agents at tho vSeveral out-factories of Dacca, 

* p. 801. 

f Native Portuguese autl 'Eurasiang, armed and equipped like tlie Euiopeenfl, — 

BO called from vrearing hata. 

t Tbi3 list is made up from Holwell, Orrae, Cooke and Williams. § Ibid. 
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. Jagdeali and Balasore were called in, but none arrived in 
time to assist in the defence. Tlio condition of U;ie Port 
being so bad, it was determined to throw up defences in the 
town and attempt to make the principal stand there ; accord^ 
ingly three batteries were erected across the three main 
aveiKies loading to the Fort, each mounting two eighteen- 
poundcra and two field'pioocs. That to the east, which was 
the principal one, was about 300 yards from the Fort, sitcuU* 
ed between the Court house and the corner of the Park, and 
must have occupied the ground in front of the present St. 
Andrew’s Churcln The north battery was about 250 yards 
from the Fort, on the banks of the river, where the road which 
passed the eastern face of the Fort, took a sudden bend to tbe 
river and passed out of the line of defence from the works, 
which point it was considered an object to defend : this 
battery must occupied a position between the present 
sites of Bebee Ross s Gbaut and Moyla Ghaut. The third, 
or southern battery was between 3 or 400 yards from tbe 
Fort, at the corner of the cemetery, just between the present 
south-east gate of the old Cathedral and the corner of the Go¬ 
vernment House compound. There were severalxoinor inlots 
to the town, which were defended by breast-works and palii- 
sades, and trenches were dug across the more open spots, par¬ 
ticularly in the Park ; but this was done with so Jittle skill or 
military knowledge, that the earth thrown out of them served 
the enemy for ready-made breast-works when they ultimately 
advanced. Along the eastern bound of the Park was a 
broad rope-walk, on the opposite aide of which were three 
English houses, nil within musket shot of ,the eastern bat^ 
tery;. a lane led into the southern corner of this rope-walk, 
which was also defended, being a pass of importance,—as the 
enemy by entering in that direction, might pass along the 
side of the .Park entirely under cover, until they got to the 
roar of the southern battery; on this account a fourth or 
reserve battery was erected about 250 yards in rear of tbe 
latter, across the same road, and about tbe centre of the western 
side of tho Pavk.^ Such was the state of the town, and the 


" T!je position of tbe four Battaries is clearly laid down by Orme, pp* 
63 4, nudUolwell pp. 306'7* Vide Plutt Xc. I. 




ATTACK ON TANNAH, 

of UlO preparations for defence; to wliicli, it must be A. 
added, that tho Peons or Buxarries* as they were then generally 
called, %vero increased to 1500 in number;—but little de- 
pcndance was to be placed on their courage or fidelity.■f" 

Had the snmo time and labour that was expended upon tho 
erection of these works, all of which were liable to be turned in 
various directions, and which when attacked, did not hold 
out for a day,—been devoted to repairing and improving 
the Fort itself, to digging a ditch and constructing a covered 
way with a pallisade, and to the demolition of all the 
neighbouring buildings, there is every reason to suppose that j 

they might have set the enemy at defiance : as although 
supplied with a numerous artillery, the Jfawauh’s gunners ; 

wore entirely unacquainted with the proper nianagemont of . 

that arra.l; 

Hostilities were commenced on the part of tlie British, by an 
attack upon the fort of Tannah, on the opposite side of the river, * { 

about 5 miles below Calcutta. Two vessels of about 300 tons, j 

and two small Brigantines anchored before it on the ISth of I 

June,and as soon as they opened their fire, tho garrison consist¬ 
ing of about 60 of the Nawanb’s troops, evacuated tho place, | 

on which a small detachment of Europeans and Iiascars were • 

1 mded and took possession, spiking a portion of tho guns and 
thi’owing the remainder into the river; But tho next day, 2000 
men arrived from Hooghly, drove this detachment to tlicir boats * 

and opened a heavy fire on the vessels from their matchlocks 
and two field-pieces which they mounted on tho w'alls; the 
ships attempted to return the fire, but their light guns made 
no impression on the walls ot the fort, and though a roinfcrco- 
ment of 30 men was sent from Calcutta, the whole were obliged 
to return, having fixiled in their attempt. 

In the mc&n lime, the Nawaub advanced with such exi)edi- ; 

tion, that many of his t|oop.s died from fatigue and exposure; | 

his Army crossed tho river at Hooghly on the 15th, the ; ^ 

. following afternoon his advanced guard appeared in sight, end , 


Native foot soldiers firmed with oiRtoldocks, 
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not being awaro that the Mahmtta ditch had never been 
completed, they irnnaediately acternpted to force it at the 
Norlherii j^oint near its junction with the river, opposite 
to their line of march. 

It was here that Perring’s redoubt was situated to defend, 
this passage, and as tho guard stationed thero^ arnountod only 
to ^0 men, a reinforcement of 80 more and a largo party of 
Puxarries was added, the whole under the command of Ensign 
Piccard, a young officer of much intelligence and some 
experience, who had served for a short time on the Coast. 
Tho Samif George w'as also anchored a little higher up, to 
flank tho thickets that ran up to the north side of the rivulet. 
Tho enemy commenced the attack wdth the fire of 4000 
matohlock-men and 4 field-pieces, which was an^we:i’ed by the 
guns on the redoubt, and a couple of field-pieces stationed at 
the bridge, as well as by the musketry and. matchlocks of the 
defenders ; tho enemy unable to gain any advantage gaye 
over tho attempt at nightflili, and as usual with a Native 
Army, having taken their evening med, were soon wmj>ped in 
sleep. Ensign Piccard hearing nothing stirring and guassing 
tho state of affairs, assembled his party about midnight, crossed 
the bridge, seized and spiked the 4 guns, and beat up the quar¬ 
ters of the enemy in tho thickets, retiring without the loss 
of aman.^ 

Tho following morning liaving received inforniation ^lf tho 
incomplete condition of the ditch, tho enemy desisted irom 
their attack to."he north and passed round to the east, where 
they broko into the Compariy*B bounds, in great numbers, sot 
fire to a largo bazar to tho north-east of the town and took 
possession of the native quarter to the northward. 

A detachment was sent to dislodge them, and succeeded in 
making some prisoners, who gave intcdligence tliat a general 
attack on the out-posts was to take place the next day. 

On learning this, tho reiiiforcoinonfc that bad been sent to 
Porrings redoubt was recailecl, and the garrison passed the 
night uuder arms. 


* Ornae, vol. % p. 
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aRticipateJj the enemy made an attack upon the cut-A 
posts on die morning of the 18tli. About B o’clock a large 
division approached the southern Battery, which was com¬ 
manded by Captain Buchanan; they took up a position in 
the neighbouring houses, from whence they galled the defen¬ 
ders considerably by a heavy fire of matohlocks and wall 
pieces. The guns were turned against these houses, but with 
little effect; the party notwithstanding, held bravely to their 
post, and Captain Buchanan, who was an intelligent and ex¬ 
perienced Officer, detached several small parties into the houses, 
to the left ok the Battery, to prevent thoir flank being turned 
through any of the avenues in that direction.^ 

The Battery to the north on the river side, the detachment 
holding which was comraanded by Captain Lieutenant Smith, 
was also attacked about 9 o’clock, but the enemy did not find 
the same advantages of shelter there as at the southern Battery; 
the street was narrow and the inclosures on the bank of the 
river ^vere completely commanded by the guns, whilst the 
houses on the other side were close to the Battery and almost 
joined one to the other, and 4 or 5 Europeans had been 
thrown into each. As the enemy advanced up the narrow 
street to tlie Battery, one well directed discharge of the guns 
swept their column completely, upon which they immediately 
broke and took shelter in the cross streets and lanes adjoining, 
from •.vhcnco they came out in small i)arti 0 S and kept up a 
desultory fire: to drive them from thence, a detachment with 
a field'picco moved to the front and perfectly succeeded, but 
being induced to go on too far, the enemy doubled again on 
their rear and attempted to intercept their return; tlie fire of 
tlie gun however, again dispersed them, and the detachment 
returned all safo.f Soon after this, the whole of the enemy 
moved off from that quarter and joined the division employed 
against the eastern Battery. 

That Battery was commanded by Captain Clayton, an Offi¬ 
cer of neither experience nor energy, resolution or judgment, 
who early in the morning had detached a platoon of Europeans 
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TV'itli two field-pieces under Lieutenant LeBeaiime, to a barri¬ 
cade in advance of the Battery, at some distance up the loaiii 
avenue^ (the present Lall Bazar^) and also threw 40 Buxarries), 
under Ensign Oarstoirs, into the gaol compound, somewhat 
more to the right, the walls of which w^ere high and in which 
apertures had been made to admit of the two-fields pieces 
being fired through them. The position of the gaol was aboul; 
the site of the present Lall Xlazar Auction Mart. About 9 
o’clock, a largo force of tlie enemy amounting to several thou¬ 
sands, moved up against tl)e advanced barricade, but were so 
warmly received by the quick and eflective fire of tho two iiold- 
pieces, that they dispersed and took sJielter in the adjoining 
thickets,under cover of which tliey opened an incessant though 
irregular discharge from their matchlocks upon the detach- 
ineait; notwithstanding this, tlie latter held tlieir position for a 
conplo of hours, when having lost several of the party and 
more being wounded, they retreated in good order to the gaol, 
bringing with them their two field-pieces. In tho meantime 
theeiioiny had penetrated by other inlets, and had taken pos¬ 
session of tho three houses along tho rope-walk, from the 
windows and terraces of which they kept up so hot a fire 
upon tho back of the gaol, that the detachment having lost 
se vcral more men was obliged to rmiko a retreat to the Bat¬ 
tery, leaving the guns behind/^ 

About noon tho attack ceased, but at two o’clock was renew¬ 
ed with increased vigour,—an incessant fire being kept up from 
the houses on tho rope-walk and also from other buildings 
to tho left ^ so deadly were its effects that none could remain 
in the Battery save the few actually required to work the guns, 
the I'Cinainder took shelter in the Court house which was situat¬ 
ed clo.se at liand, about the eastern extremity of tho present 
Writer’s Buildings, from whence the place of those who vvere 
every now and ihcu killed at the guns was supplied. Mr. HgI- 
well and Captain Wedderburn who were stationed at this post 
with a portion of the 1st Militia Company, suggested to Captain 
Clayton to dotach some of tho party to tho buildings right and 


♦ Ome, voJ. % p. 05. 





THB EASTBtlW ''BATTERY ABANOONED. 


“Sl 


'Ao defend them and keep down the enemy’s fire, bat lie ro- a. p. irse. 

^ , Jun«. 

fused to svcaken lus detail, altiiough in thoir positson (hey wero 

perfectly useless ; about i o'clock in the afternoon the enemy 

forced the barricade at the south-east corner of the rope-walk, 

where a Serjeant and twenty men wore posted, and rushed in 

with the mtentiou of ciitting otr the eastern Battery, but one : 

of the eigliteon-pbunders being turned upon them, loaded 

with grape, compelled them to retreat and seek for vshelter. 

Tlie fire from the adjacent houses continued to incrcaso, 
and Captain Clayton sent Mr. Hoi well to the Governor, to 
represent the impossibility of maintaining the post unless 
reinforced. Mr. Hoi well returned with orders for the party 
to retreat, bringing off the guns if practicable; baton re- 
joining ho found all in confusion,—the two IB-poiniders and 
one of the field-pieces already spiked, and the whole party 
preparing to leave the post,—which they did immediately 
afterwards, bringing with them the remaining field-piece.^ 

The oilfer tNvo Batteries had remained unmolested since 
noon, but a party had been sent from the southern Battery to 
defend a barricade to die eastward of it; they took possea- 
session of two houses, one on either side, a Serjeant and twelve 
men occunying one belonging to Mr. Godilart, and Lieutenant 
Blagg with ten 'VolanteerB, eight of whom were members of tho 
Civil ser\ ice,bolding the other, which was that of the Comman¬ 
dant, Captain IMinchin. Their fire completely defended this 
pass until the eastern Battery was deserted, when the enemy 
gathered in numbers all round them. Tlie Seijeant and 
party seeing their danger, made a retreat in timo,iiaving the 
advantage of an acquaintance with the ground, but-,the other 
party not being aware of this, were cut off ; w'hen finding 
themselves completely surrounded, they defennined to fight 
their way out in a body, and snoooeded—with the exception of 
two, Messrs Charles Smith and Wilkinson, who got separ.ated 
from the rest; the former killecVfive of the enemy with his 
own hand before lie fell, when the latter surrendered himself 
and was immediately cut to pieces. The remainder retaclied 

the Battery in safety.t 


* p. SI 3. Orme, vol. % p. 07. f Oime, vol, 2, p. C8. Ilolwein p. Bn>. 








WITHDRAWAL OF THE OUTPOSTS. 



The other two detachments at the north and south Bat- 
teries under Captain Lieutenant Smith and Captain Buchanan 
wore now called in, and even the reserve Battery close to the 
Fort was abandoned, the guns at these posts being spiked and 
left there; boats were also sent to bring off Ensign Plocard 
and his party from Porring s redoubt, where they had remain¬ 
ed up to this time.^ 

The loss of these Batteries which had been looked upon as 
the chief means of defence, occurring on the very first day, 
caused a general feeling of consternation. The Buxarrics 
deserted in a body, and of tho Lascars employed to serve 
the guns, not above twenty remained; the Armenian and 
Portuguese Militia were stupilied with feai, and all the 
Portuguese with their families, to the numbef*^ of 1500, 
crowded into the Fort, adding to the clamour and con¬ 
fusion. Tho English however, still preserved their oou- 
rago and made preparations for a stout defence of the Fort; 
small parties, were detached to tho neghbouring biiild- 
iugs that immediately overlooked the walls; these were 
the church, Mr. Eyro'a, Mr. Cruttenden's and the Governor's 
houses.t 

The enemy meanwhile had drilled the threo guns 
that had boon abandoned at the eastern Battery and 
turned them upon the Fort, whilst their infantry taking 
up a position behind the trenches that had been dug 
across the .Park for defence^ kept up an inoes.sant fire of 
snjall arms upon tho ramparts..| 

As night approached it was resolved to send all the 
European women on board tho vessels lying ofi‘ the Fort, 
which Avas acoorclingly done, and two Members of Coun¬ 
cil were deputed to superintend the arrangements; tlioso 
two gentlemen, Messrs Manningham and Fraakland, went 
on board the Dodaly, and not only refused to return 
Avhon ordered by tho President, but dropped down the 
lollowing morning to Govindpore, an examplo subsequently 
followed by all the other vessels :—to this base desertion 


♦ Ornae, vol. 3, p. CS. 
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ATTEMPTED NIGHT ATTACK. 



comrades much of the* subsequent confusion and A. B. 1756, 


fliglit is to be attributed.^ 

At t\vo in the morning a Council was hukl, nt which all 
members of the service, and the respectable English residents 
were present, and alter debating for two bours whether 
they should embark at once or defer the rneasiire until 
the following evening, they broke up without any fixed deter¬ 
mination ;—but as the first proposition was not oorried into 
execution, it was generally understood that the second was 
to be adopted. Previous to this however, the party stationed 
at the Governor's house had sutFered so much from the 
enemy’s fire that they were withdrawn, a measure which 
completely exposed the southern side of the Port, the 
ware-houses built there precluding the possibility of any 
flanking defence from the bastions. At midniglit the 
enemy made an attempt to escalade at this point, on 
which the Governor ordered the drums to beat the general 
alarm, when the assailants gave over the attempt, fancying the 
Garrison were on the alert;—this however, was far fi’om being 
the case, for scarcely a man responded to the summons.t 

Early the next morning the enemy renewed their attack,—* 
they threw up a Battery of three guns in the south-west 
angle of the Park, from which and from the three pieces 
captured in the eastern Battery, they now cannonaded the 
Fort, whilst their matohlock-mew kept up a hot fire upon the 
parties in the detached houses as also upon the purrij^ets; 
they had not ventured to take possos.sion of tho Governor's 
house, and therefore another party under the command of 
Ensign Piccard was sent to re-occiq>y it. But tho fire opposed 
to them w^aa now found too hot, one by one the little party 
fell under it, until at last Ensign Piccard himsolf wa.s wound¬ 
ed and compelled to return to the Port, when the remainder of 
the detachment followed his example. J—Upon this, tho parties 
at the Church and other buildings were also called in, when 
the enemy immediately took possession of diem, and flushed 
with this success, continued the attack with renewed vigour. 


^ Holwoll, pi>. 318 ami 338. 
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DESEKTION of the GOVERNOll. 
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Terror and confusion now reigned witliin the walls and tho 
voioo of order was complotoly drowned. 

Most of the boats had deserted during the night, and when 
the embarkation of the Portuguese women and children, was 
attempted, a fearful scene of corifusioii ensued ; the few boats 
available were so crowded by the numbers rushing into 
them, that several overset and many persons were drowned. A 
])arty of the Militia had been sent with the ladies the night 
before, none of whom returned,—and otherci fearing that all 
cliance of safety w’-ould bo lost, hastened to escape also : Ihc 
enemy now commenced firing rockets at the vessels from the 
liOiises on the banks of tlio river, of which they bad taken 
possession, and the cvowh, fearing that the ships would be set 
on fire, weighed anclior and following the example of tho 
J)odalt/y dropped down to Govindpore about three miles below 
the Fort.’t^ 

At this sight a regard for personal safpty overcame the 
sense of honour and propriety in tlie breast of too many of 
those who should have been foremost in exhibiting an exam¬ 
ple of coolness and courage. Amongst these were Mr. 
Drake the Governor and Captain Mincliin tlie Commandant 
of tho troops, whose disgraceful example was followed by 
Captain Grant, Captains Lieutenant Bmith and Weddeiburn, 
lieutenant Tie Deaume and other Officers of the IvTiiitia, as also 
by the greater portion of that Corps, together with a few of the 
Subalterns and several naen of the Regular Force.f Mr. Drake 
the Governor, had liitherto shown no want of personal courage, 
however much he may have been deficient in ability and ex¬ 
perience. Ho had visited the works in the morning and had 
been active on tho occasion of an alarm caused by an attack 
ou the western side; shortly after this, a report was )n*oughfc 


* Orme.vol. 2,1). 70. Mr. Cooke’s nmAtire in first Report of the Select 
Cotnwiiuee, p. 10. 

f Gro?e, vol. 2, p. 242, BUtes that besides the Governor, 4 of the Comaoil, 8 Gen¬ 
tlemen in the service, 4 01ficei*s, 100 Soldiers, and Militia 63 Merchants, &c. 60 
ladies and 83 children embarked and escaped to Fiilta. Hohveli in his rmi rntive, 
pp.815 G mentions 4 Members of Council, a great naniber oi’Covenanted Servants, 
8 Military Captains, and 8 or 0 Commissioned OfBccrs, which la^t of coarse m- 
chides the Militia. 









/i.] MR. HOtWKLt ERECTRD TO THE COMMAND. 

11 that tflo powder in st; ro was all damp and unservice- a. 
able; although dismayed at this intelhgenoo, he had the dis-* 
cretiou to keep it secret, and eKcrted himself to restore some 
degree .of. order; but seeing that many of the Garrison had 
fled,—that only two boats remained, and that several of his 
friends and associates were embarking in one of thein,~— 
his dread of the consequericea of Sooraj-oo-dowlali’s anger 
overcame all other considerations,—he threw himself into the 
remaining boat and accompanied by several other gentlemen 
of the service, made his escape to the DodalyJ^ 

This had been done without any notice having been given 
to the Garrison, whoso surprise and indignation at this das¬ 
tardly desertion can. easily be imagined : their total number 
was now reduced to 190, wit]i no prospect of assistance and 
hut one of escape before them ; Mr. Peakes was liie senior 
member of Council present, but he waived his rank and Mr. 
llolwell was unanimously elected to the charge of affairs : his 
first care was to lock the western gate leading to tlie river, 
with a view of preventing any further desertions. i\ttcr.tion 
was now turned to the means of defence and several vigorous 
attacks on the yiart cf the enemy were galhinJly repulsed : 
but the latter, having possessed themselves of the church . 
and all the neighbouring buildings, kept up a hot and 
destructive fire upon the ram 2 :^art 8 . To counteract thi« as 
much as possible, traverses were erected at intervals, com¬ 
posed of bales of broad cloth and cotton taken out of tho 
ware-houses; these w ore also placed along the line of the thin 
parapet to strengthen it and servo as a protection against the 
enemy's artillery. 

The only hope of safety that now remained, lested in the 
Saint George a Company’s ship, coiximanded by Captain 
Thomas Hague, which on tho approach of Sooraj-oo-dosviah, 
had been sent up to support the defence of Perring’s redoubt. 

A boat liaving been procured, Messrs Peakes and Lewis 
were sent up with instructions to the conomander to bring 


• Grose 8&T3, vol. 2, p. 2*12, that Mr. brnke declared himself a Quaker and er^.- 
barked leaving the defence to Mr. llolwell.—This storj how ever appears to be witli- 
out fonnclatioii. 
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LOSS OF THE SAINT OEOliGE. [chI 

the resscl down to the Fort, so as to enable the garrison to 
make a general retreat; she arrived in sight about noon, 
und yhilst all were -watching the progress of this the 
last resource,—their only glimmering of hope was quenched 
by the ship striking hard and fast on a sand bank, a little 
above the Fort, owing to the nnscondact of the pilot, 
who lost his presence of mind* Signals for assistance 
were tiow thrown out to the vessels that had dropped 
down the rivjer but which were still in sight,—as it was 
hoped that their first panic being over,-a consciousness of 
the cruelty and disgrace of abandoning their companic^’is 
would have induced them to return and assist in covering 
their retreat,—the moro so that thoir own safety was quite 
insured: hiu to tiieir eternal infamy not an efibrt was made, 
although Captain Cirant more than once urged the President 
to make the attempt,—a measure which Captain Young, the 
craven commander of the Dodahj, pronounced to be clanger- 
oi/s.-f The. ships consequently remained at anchor for two 
days until tlie Fort was taken, without making the slightest 
eiTort to release their unfortunate comrades,—which had they 
done, there can bo no doubt that all migh t have been brought 
off For the first panic and flight some extenuating circum¬ 
stances might perhaps he found, but for this subsequent 
cowardly and inhuman conduct thorp can bo no palliation. 

The enemy finding thoir direct attacks upon the Ifort so de¬ 
terminedly foiled, gave over the attempt, but employed them¬ 
selves in setting fire to all the adjacent buildings, including 
the Governor’s and Mr. Crutteuden's houses, and the Marine 
Yard. The horrors of that evening, only to be exceeded 
by those of the following night, may be more easily imagined 
than described; the miserable survivors of the garrison, help¬ 
less and hopeless, were encompassed by the flames of the 
surrounding buildings, which lit up the whole scene and 
shone upon the camp of their ruthless enemies, the deserted 
and pillaged city and the stranded vessel in the river,—a sad 
emblem of their own hopes and prospects. 


* VU. Cooke's naralive, p. 10. 


+ llolwell, p. 321. 
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OVEXmTRES FOR CAPITULATION, 



od the attack with increased numbers and vigour i an attempt 
was made to force an entrance by the windows left in the eastern 
curtain, and whilst tlio Garrison were occuined in repelling this 
onset, an alarm was sj)rcad that the enemy were scaling tho 
norilvwestern Bastion ;—a portion of the force immediately 
hastened thither, and a severe struggle ensued for about an 
hour, during which period an exceedingly sharp firo was kept 
up on both sides ; the besiegers at last gave over the attempt, 
and retired witli heavy loss; but a brisk cannonade was con¬ 
tinued from the Batteries, and an irregular but destructive hro 
maintained from tho matchlocks^ During this short period, 
twenty-five of the small Garrison had been killed or inor** 
tally wounded, and seventy more had received hurts of a 
less serious nature,'*^—whilst others having broken into the 
arrack stores had become completely intoxicated. Under 
these circumstances, it was deemed advisable to endeavour to 
pacify tho Nawaub and obtain some terms. A letter wavS 
accordingly written by Orneen Cluind, a wealthy and influontial 
Hindoo, who liad been retained as a prisoner in the Fort, 
dirwted to Mouik Chund, the Governor of Hooghly, and 
one of tho NawRub’s principal officers, soliciting his inter¬ 
cession in favour of the Garrison and offering to capitulate; 
this letter was conveyed by an Armenian, but no acknowledg¬ 
ment or x'eply was received. 

About noon the fire of tho enemy ceased altogether,and liopes 
were out^u’tainod as to a favourable result from the communica¬ 
tion; at 2 i\ M. it was languidly renewed, and about 4 o clock an 
officer advanced from tho enemy's ranks towards tho Fort with 
a flag of truce, and made signs to the Garrison to desist from 
firing; on this Mr. Holwell hastened to the south-east Bastion 
and w'divhfg another flag, ordered the firing to cease; ho 
then threw over a letter he had ready, to tho same effect, 
as tlmt sent in the morning, but addressed to Ilajah Doolub 
Ram, the JNawaub s Dewan, A parley ensued, daring which 
the enemy gradually pressed up to the foot of the walls, when 
one parly attempted to force the eastern gate and a second 


♦ Ormc-, voL 2; p. 70. 
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cut dOTO. the pallmdes near the south-west Bastion, 


whilst an escalade by the southern ware-houses was also 
attempted. Mr. Holwell, still hoping that matters might 
be accommodated, at first forbade all firing, and. waived 
bis flag of truce,—but in vain : the eneniy re-commonced 
the attack, Mr Baillie was wounded by his side, and he 
again called the men to the ramparts,—but the call was 
ineifectual: many were dead, and more wounded; some 
drunk, tincl others worn out with fatigue, had retired to 
seek a little rest In the mean time several of the Dutch 
soldiers had broken open the western gate of the Fort, 
intending to escape, of which the enemy immediately took 
advaxitago, and nrshed in there, whilst other's came pouring 
over the southern ware-houses and gained possession of the 
Fort. No further resistance was attempted, the remaining 
men la»d down their arms, and the Nawaub a Troops fully 
occupied with the rich plunder of the place, refrained from 
bloodshed. A party of about twenty of the Garrison made 
an attempt to escape by the north-west Bastion, dropping 
from the embrasures; a few succeeded, but the greater 
nurnbor were overtaken and made prisoners.'^ About 5 o’clock 
the Nawaub entered the Fort, carried in an open litter, attend¬ 
ed by Meer Jaflier Khan, his Biikhshee,t or General in chief, and 
most of his principal Officers; Mr. Holwell and the other gen¬ 
tlemen, who had been rifled and stripped of all their valuables, 
were brought before him with their hands bound; Sooraj- 
oo-dowlah ordered them to bo unloosed, and promised 
Mr. Holwell on the word, of a soldier that they should not 
be injured; he tlieu asked for Mr. Drake, against whom 
he expressed himself much incensed: he seemed surprised 
to And so small a Garrison, and he gave permission to 
the Armenians and Portuguese to return to their houses at 
once. He then sent for Omeen Cliund and lusson Boolub, 
and received them civilly; he also sent to secure the Trea¬ 
sury and was loud in his disappointment at the smallness 

• Orme, vol. 2, p. 73. 
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sum it wiAs found to contain,—amounting only to 
50.000 Bupees. He tlien appointed Monik Chuncl to tho 
charge of the Fort and took bis departure^ repeating his 
assurances of safety to tlio prisoners.^' As soon as it 
dark, the whole party were collected in a body by therr guards, 
whilst a fitting place was sought for their security. .At 
first they were assembled in a low verandah running 
along the froxit of the Barracks, situated on the light hond of 
the eastern gateway r little suspecting the misery in store for 
them, they were laughing together at the oddity of their 
situation, when about 8 o'clock they were ordered to rtiova 
into a small room close at hand, which was the common 
dungeon of the Garrison, and generally known as the 
Black Hole. Horrified at this order they began to ex¬ 
postulate, when the Nawaub's Officer, who was superintend¬ 
ing the arrangements, ordei'cd his men to cut down any 
one who hesitated, and the whole party were accordingly 
forced into compliance. The tragedy of that night is too- 
well known to render it necessary to go into its painful 
details; suffice it to say that the whole party, amounting to 
VAC souls, including one lady, a Mrs. Carey,’wiie of a Cap¬ 
tain of one of the vessels, with several wounded officers and 
men, were thrust into a building about 18 feet square, having 
only two small barred windows on the western' or leeward 
side, and those obstructed by a low verandah: this, too, at 
the hottest season of the year,, immediately preceding the 
commencement of tho rains, when the air is always close 
and sultry,—to which vvas to be added the effects of the con- 
flagration on either bide of them, loading the atmosphere 
with clouds of dense smoke. 

Tho consequences may he imagined;—a scene of unpara- 
lelled horror and i:uffering ensued. Moved by their misery, 
and a promised reward of a thousand rupees, the Jemadar who 
commanded the guard proceeded to endeavour to obtain per* 
mission to remove tho whole or a portion into another x*oon}, 
but he shortly .voturiied and reported that nothing could be 
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done, as tJjc Nuwaub was asleep and no one diii'cd to wtiken 
Iiiin. Phrenzy now spread amongst the devoted party, and ^ 
water! water !’' was the gcnenVi cry ; some was brought, but 
this only iucreasod their sufibrii)gs,for maddoued by the sight, 
every one rushed and foil: ht for a placo near the window to 
obtain a share, and many were trampled to death in the at* 
tempt, whilst their inhuman guards stood laughing at the 
windows, and hold up their torches to get a better view of 
the deadly struggles of their victims. Every moment their 
nhseri'vs were enhanced, fever seized upon nil, and as tlie ma¬ 
jority perished, a dreadful stench arose from their pntrifying 
bodies ;—by two o’clock in the morning not more than iil’ty 
reinaiiied alive. Soon after day-break the Nawaub hearing of 
what had occurred, sent to know if Mr. 1-Iolwell was yet liv* 
ing, and ordered the release of the survivors ; but so numer¬ 
ous were the dead, and so weak and reduced w^ere the few 
still in existence, that nearly half an hour was occupied in 
removing the bodies from around the door which opened in¬ 
wards :—^at last 2 S ghastly figures, all that remained alive, 
emerged from this fearful prison.-^ Mr. HolweU, unable to 
stand and jjoarcely able to speak, was dragged before the Na- 
waub, who instead of commiserating his sidferings threatened 
him with further punishment if be persisted in refusing to 
reveal tho spot where the Comininy s treasures were conceal¬ 
ed ; an idea of ivhich the Nawaub could not dxvest himself, 
in vain Mr. TIolwell assured him that no treasure existed,—ho 
was only disbelieved, threatened, abused, and finally made 
over as a prisoner to the charge of Meer Moodeen, together 
with Messrs Court, Burdet, and Ensign Walcott, ivlio were 
all placed in a hackery and carried to the Camp, when they 
w'erc thrust together into a miserable little tent •about four feet 
long and three wide, where they lay half in and half out, ex¬ 
posed to the sun, whilst tlieir bodi<^, from the result of the pre- 
cerling evening, broke out into one mass of boils fxnd uloore. 


** \ (Ictftilecl acconwt of Uiis fearful catastrophe id to be found in Mr. HolvvelJ’.® 
narrative, published in his India Traclo, and in Mr. Socretarj CooVe’s narrative 
iii the Fmt Beport of Uw Select Committee. Vide Appendix D, 
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ffbngst those who perished on that fatal joight wqio nearly A. 
all the Military, including Ciiplaius Clayton, TJuohahan, and 
VVitlienngton, Lieutenants Bishop, Hays, Blagg, iSimpson, 
and Bellamy, Ensigns Piccard, Scott, Hastings, and Wedder- 
burn; with linsigns Codes and Dumbleton of the Militia, 
andj^ uon-commissionod officers and privates of the Regular 
ixnd Militia loroe. Ihe only commissioned officer who siirviv' 
ed was Ensign VValcot j Mr. Patrick Moran, who subsequently 
received a commission and rose to bo a Captain in the sorvico, 
and.18 men of iho Regulars and Militia dso remained alive. 
Mrs. Carey,* her husband having died during the night, was 
reserved for the Zenana of Meer Jafficr Khan, but the few re¬ 
maining prisoners wore set at liberty and dlowed to go wliero 
they chose ; they all hastened to leave a mom of such horrors, 
and crawled down to Goviudpore, wJierc ike vemh were still 
at anchor,—oxiik after some difficulty they contrived to get cu 
board. “ Here, says Mr. Orme, “ their appearance, and the 
dreadful tale they had to tell, were the severest reproaches to 
‘ those on hoard, who intent only on their own 2>reservatiott, 

^ had made no efforts to facilitate the escape of the rest of the 
^ garrison; never perhaps was such an opportunity of 2 >er- 
’ forming an heroic aciion.so ignominiously neglected, ': for a 
single sloop, withJiJteen brave men on board, might in syrite 
‘ of all the <fforts of the enemy, have come up, and anchoring 
under the Fort, carried away all those udio suffered in the 
' dunyconff 


n. iwe. 
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But even when escaped from the Fort, their fears wcie Jiot 
at r 08 t,~for in attempting to proceed down the river on the 
aoth, they wore exposed to the lire of a few guns mounted by 
the enemy on the Port of Tannah, by which a snow and a 
sloop wore driven on shore, when the others all retiirfiod to their 
station at Govindpore,—v/hero they remained imtii tlm 24th, 
on which date they wero joined by ihree ships from Bombay! 
which passed the Fort without receiving" 'any injurv, viz., 


• Tbe author of iho Sier Miilalihcriu sU,te» that some olh(>r Ladies ware ruude 
prisouers, but reserved and restored to their Imsb.ands bv Mccira Ku.ir Jio?. 
Vnle Appeuclix E. ^ 
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8ucce.^s, tlio Spcedtcell, and tho liomhay frigate .'^— 
Encouraged by tlii^ reinforcement, they weighed anchor and 
passed Tannah with the loss of only two lascars; on tho J^oth 
they sailed by liadge Badge, where niiother vessel was 
stranded by bad management, and on tho following day they 
reached Fultub, which was then a place of some importance, 
having a town with a large bazar, and was moreover the station 
of all the Dutch shipping. The monsoon being against them 
as regarded further progress, they determined, if not clrivon 
n^vav by the Nawaub, to remain at Fultah until the season 
changed. 

In tlio mean time Sooraj-oo-dowlaU was occupied in col¬ 
lecting tho plunder of Calcutta, the amount of which greatly 
disappointed him; he accordingly ordered Mr. Holwell and 
Ilia companions to Moorsbedabad, in the hope of finally 
. obtaining the information as to where tho supposed treasure 
was concealed; they were talcen up in an open boat, still in 
ironr), without clothing, and with no food but rice and water, 
and treated with great insult and cruelty daring tho passage. 
On arrival at Moorshedabad, they were lodged in a miserable 
cowhouse; but the gontlemeu of the Dutch and French Fa- 
tories did their utmost to alleviate their wants and misfor¬ 
tunes. Here they found Mes^heurs Hastings and Chambers 
who had been made prisoners after the capture of Kossim> 
bazar, but had obtained their liberty at tho intercession of 
the French and Dutcli agents, who were security for their 
appearance; Messrs Watts aad Ooliot were in like manner set 
at liberty at Chinsuvah. 

Tho Nawaub having ransacked Calcutta, changed its name 
to Aliuuggur,t appointed Moriik Chund vjrovernor of the 
Fort, and flattering himself that he had for ever extii'pated 
the Eugiish power, thought it unnecessary to follow up the 
small party of refugees assembled at Fultah, 

He commenced his march to Moorshedabad on the 2nd 
July; but on tho way he sent detatchments to Chinsurab and 
Ohanderuagore, the head-quarters of tho Dutch and French, 


« iloUvcU, p. 233. 
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and compeliing them to purchase their safety by the payment 
of 450,000 Es., from the Dutch, and ^'150,000 Ks., from, the 
French;—the difference in favour of the latter, being in con¬ 
sideration of ft supply of 200 chests of gunpowder with 
which they had furnished him when on his way down to at¬ 
tack Calcutta.* On his arrival at Moorshedabad, he issued 
an order sequestrating all merchandise and effects belonging 
to the English or their tenants throughout his dominions; 
and finding that nothing was to bo got from Mr. Hoi well or 
his companions, ho at length released thorn and permitted 
them to go where they pleased* They .immediately hastened 
to the Dutch foctory at C.hinsurah, and from thence ultimately 
joined the fleet at Fultah. 

In the meantime, a very acceptable reinforcement from 
Madras had arrived .at that station, in the beginning of j^ugust, 
consistir‘g of 230 troops, chiefly Europeans, under the com¬ 
mand of Major Kilpatrick of the Madras Service. This measure 
originated in orders from England, issued many months previ¬ 
ously, when the Court anticipating that some troubles and 
disturbances might arise in Bengal on the death of Ali Verdeo 
Khan, an event of which they were in daily expectation, had 
determined to be in a state of preparation, and had directed 
that the Bengal force should be increased by drafts from 
Madras, and that Major Kilpatrick should be sent round to 
Calcutta to command the whole force, with a seat in Council 
at that Presidency.t This order, however, was not carried into 
effect until the new's was received at Madras- of the surrender 
of Kossimbaztir, which reached them on the 15tli July. 
Major Kilpatriek and his detachment were then immediately 
embarked on board the Delatvare, a Company’s ship ; they left 
Madras on the 20th July, and reached Fultah on the 2nd 
August.! 


* Ojthc, p. 80. 


f First Report of the Select C'omraiUec. Appendix, pp, 00-70. 

] Orme, vol. 2, pp- 84 and 120. Williams, in Jus history of the BengAl Native 
/nfoiitry, p, l.35> states that this detachment was the foundation of tlie Grenadier 
Company of the Bengal Guiopean Regimeut, This is apparently,a^mistake, ns in 






CAPTAIN MiNCfUN DXrsMieSED- 


Mr* I5 oc1(]oiti, the Agenl at Balasorc, accomparued by two 
other g'^ntleroeii, and 25 Euroj>ean Boldiers, inider the com- 
loand of Ensigji Oarstairo, also joined tho .Fleet at Fultah ; 
fig did Mr. Aniyatt, the Agent at Jugdeah^ with four other 
gentlemen of the Civil Service, viz., Messrs, Pleydell, Verolst, 
temith, and Hay, and 20 soldiers nnder the comina-rid of Fu- 
sign Grainger Muir; Mr, Richard Beecher, the Agent at 
Dacca, with Lieutnant Cudmoro and six other gontlemon,. 
lour of whom wore members of Council, three ladies and 24 
soldiers, were made prisoners at that station, but were hu- 
inanely treated and permitted to reside at tlio French factory 
there,---from the gentlemen belonging to which they experien ¬ 
ced much kindness and attention, and finally through their 
intercession obtained their liberty;—when they also proceeded 
to Piiltah.^ Such of tlio Fhiropeans avS had escaped from Fort 
William, d uring the assault, of whom there must have been near! y 
100, proceeded at once to, or subsequently joined at Fultah, as 
did alsc/many. of tlie Ai:menians and Portuguese ; these for iho 
most part belonged to the regular force or to tho Militia, and of 
the latter, the greater portion having no other resource, entered 
the regular Companies, a course likewise adopted by several of 
the Militia ofiicers; the more respectable portion of tiie inliabi- 
tants> however, including a number of the Civil Servants, form¬ 
ed themselves into a separate Volnuteor Comx)aiiv,—amongst 
these was Jfr. Warren Hastings, afterwards Governor General ; 
Mr John Johnstoae, a young Writer, attached himself to the Ar¬ 
tillery in which he aerved as aliieutonanifor some time. Several 
vessels also had arrived from England, Bombay, and elsewhere, 
wliicli tended to strengthen the fleet, and one or two additional 
olhcors had also joined, amongst whom tho name of Cax^taia 
DugaldCau)Isbell is specially mentioncci. OaptainsMmcliiaaud 
Grant wcresentenceJ to be dismissed the service for their deser¬ 
tion of their post; but Captain Grant put in a statement iit.hig 
own viudication, in Avbicli he particularly and distinctly affirm- 


the firstplac<J? scnrcclv a man of thii» detachnumt rcnuiinea alive six tnonUxs; anil 
in tlic seeoml, tlie Grenadier Company tbnt come round uiU) Lord Clive n few 
inontiis after and was incorporated in lUe l^engal Battalion, would have formed tbe 
more natural and probable Ibnudatiou. 

♦ Fus:l Report of the select Coirmiitice, p. 1^, Gro?e, vol. 11, p. ^1* 
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he had urged Mr» I)rako to return the same evening A* D. 1750. 
that they fled from the Fort, to succour those left behind;— 
and that there was truth in this assertion may be inferred from 
the fact of his being re-admitted into the service. It does not 
appear that either Captains Mincliin or Grant were tried by 
a Court Martial, but on the contrary, that they received their 
sontcnco of dimissal from tho Governor and Council,—most of 
whom must have blushed to record their decision. Tho total, 
force collected at this time could not have been less tlian 400 
or 450 men, to which were also attached 4 light field pieces, 
most probably brought round v/ith Major Kilpatriclds detach*' 
merit. Amongst the officers belonging to this force, the follow- 
ing names are traceable : Oaptains Dugald Campbell, Alexan¬ 
der Grant, Smith and ’ll. Weddorburn; Lieutenants 
.Beaurae and Oadmoro, Ensigns Oaratairs, Muir, Walcott, Doug¬ 
las, Sommers and Moran.Dr. Nathaniel Wilson appears to 
have acted as Surgeon to tho force. With exception to Lieut. 
iTohnstone, no Artillery Oflioers arc mentioned, though there is 
sufficient evidence that there must have been some present. It 
appears probable that Lieut. John Kinch was one of tliem. 
but whether ho originally belonged to tlio garrison or not, is 
uncertain. Of the officers that came round with Major Kil¬ 
patrick, no name.s can now bo traced, except that of Mr. 
Archibald Keir. who was Surgeon on board the Delaware; 

Jiis services as a Medical man were very acceptable, and 
he also acted as Secretary to the Counoil. When tho Dela¬ 
ware was ordered home, he accepted a laeutcnant s commis¬ 
sion; and was shortly after appointed Quarter Master of the 
force and finally obtained his company. 

But though they were thus early enabled to muster so consi¬ 
derable a force at Fultah, they were wretChcclly provided with 
arms, ammunition, stores, and even with clothing; nor were 
they much better off for provisions. Their iiatnbcrs too, soon 
began to decrease at a fearful rate,especially in Major Kilpatrick's 
detachment, in which the mortality was very groat. Partly from 
the absence of sufficient shelter onshore, and partly from fear of 


This list, sjuall as it has been collected from various source... 

L 
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f'^^BOrprise, they all slept on board the vessels.—wliere from want 
of room, they were compelled to occupy the open declo. This 
cxposiiro during the rainy season, coupled with bad food and 
other privations, brought on a malignant lover, which infected 
all the ships, and iiltimatoly carried oif a majority of the 
party, leaving the remainder in a wretchedly reduced and 
pitiable condition. 

To malts matters worse, the Council, instead of turning 
their attention to tho adoption of measures calculated to 
improve the health, comfort, or safety of Ihc troops, pas¬ 
sed their whole time in disputes, intrigues and mutual 
rocrimination : the only point on which they were all agreed, 
was the necessity of sending some one to Madras to ro- 
presont tho real state of affairs, as also the misery anil danger 
of Ihoir present position, and to solicit a reinforcement and 
furtlior assistance. Tiiis was' ono of the first measures they 
decided on, and accordingly Mr. Manningham and Lieut I.e 
Teaurae wore selected for this duty ; they left Fultah in a 
small vessel about the middle of July, and reached Madras in 
the early part of August. 



CHAPTEIl n.« 




FROM THE CAPTURE OF CALCUTTA TN UOfi, TO THE DEFEAT AMD 

DEATH OF SOORAJ-OO-DOWLAU IN JUNE 1767. ; 

i' 

Although intelligon<io of the danger impending over the a. d. 
jBengal Presidency had reached Madras in July 1750, and had 
led to the dispatch of the Delaware with the detachment 
under Major Kilpatrick, the news of the capture of Calcutta 
and the catastrophe attendant on it, was not received at Fort 
St. George until the 5th of August following. 

The narrative of the murder of so many of their country- 
men and of the sufferings of the remaining survivors, excited 
the Uvoliciit horror and resentment in the minds of all at that 
Presidency, at the same time that, under the then existing 
state of affairs, it occasioned no little perplexity. 

The Military force of the French and English on the Ma¬ 
dras Coast, was at this time nearly equal,—each consisting 
of about 2,000 Europeans and 10,000 Native soldiers. The , j 

British European force was composed of Colonel Adlercrou s 
Eegiment, (H. M. s BOtli Foot,) with a small detail of Royal 
Artillery attached to serve the Regimental field-pieces, the 
Madras European Regiment, and a strong Company of 
Artillery. The Sipahis were supplied with arms and ammiiai- 
tion from the public stores, but were clothed in the native 
fashion, commanded by native officers, and possessed but 
Jittlo discipline. 

Intelligence had been received from England a sliort time 
previous, that a renewal of Iiostilities with France was. 


• The worhs cUiofly constiltcMi in Uiis Chapter, arc the following 
Orme’s Military Transaetions iu Indostan, vol. 2n(I. 

Ives’ Voyage and Historioal Narrative^ 1 vol., -Ua. , 

The Seir ^Tutakhc^m, Calcntta edition, vol. 1st. 

Caraccioirs Idfe of I/Ord Clive, 1 vols., 8vo. 

Malcolm’s Life of Lord Clive, S vols., 8vo. 

Grose’s Voy age to the Hast Indies, vol. 2nJ. 

First Ue\K)rt of the Select Committee of tlio House of Commons, 1773 . 

Wilson’fi Kdition of Mill’s British India, vol. 3rcl. 

Annual Register. Various years. 

Hansard’s Parlintnentary History. Varioua years. 

General Military Register of die Bengal establisiimeiit, I vol. folio. Calcutta, 17Dt> • 
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almost inevitable, and that the Government of tb.at Nation 
was preparing an expedition at Brest, consisting of 19 ships 
of war and 3000 troops, avowedly destined for Pondiclierry. 
Under these circumstances, a force could ill be spared from 
the Madras Presidency :—but on the other hand, the strong 
and natural desire to avenge the cause of their injured coun* 
trymea, to alleviate their distresses, and to retrieve the nalion- 
nl honor, rendered some exertion imperative ; and that, to bo 
of any avail, required to be on a liberal and elfective footing. 
Added to this, the loss of tho revenues derivable from the 
Bengal trade, would be sufficient to ruin the Company's inter¬ 
ests in India; and if measures were not taken to retrieve their 
misfortunes before tho expected arrival of the French roinfurce- 
ments, tho union of that Nation with tho Nawaub of ‘ Bengal 
would render all future eiforts nt recovering their position 
much more difficult and hopeless. There was also the chance 
that any expedition detached at onco to Bengal, might effect 
its object and return to Madras before it would be absolutely 
required at the latter settlement. Fortunately tho French had 
no Naval Force in India at the time, whilst Admiral Watson 
with the squadron under his command was then in the roads, 
having lately arrived from the Bombay side, where in conjunc¬ 
tion with a force under Colonel Olive, he had destroyed the 
piratical power of the notorious Toolagoo Angria, and taken 
the strong fort of Gherriali. 

After much discussion and delay, it was accordingly deter¬ 
mined to send a sufficient military force \Yith tho fleet, to 
recover Calcutta and restore tlie interests and position of the 
English ill Bengal,—after affecting which, they were to return 
innnoduUoly to Madras. A further delay arose in deciding who 
shouM bo nominated to command tJic expedition.* Mr. Pigot. 
tUo Governor of Fort St. George, was anxious for the 
appointment, and his j)Osition as tho representative and senior 
agent-of tho Company, would have been advantageous ia 
arranging tlie civil and political details;—but his want of 
all military knowledge and experience was a decided bar. 
Ooloiul Adlorcron tlitn claimed tlic command, offering to 
take his whole Pcgiment with him if rioininated to it;—but 
his ignorance of the country and the people, and his total 
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of’ experiences in the irregular warfare that nnght AvB. 
bo expected, was considered a suflSicient objection, whilst 
there existed a etill more potent one in the fact of his 
independence of the Company s powers and authority. The 
gallant Colonel Stringer Lawrence, who commanded the Com¬ 
pany e force on the Coast, was severely afflicted with asthma, 
to which it was feared that the damp and fogs of Bengal 
would prove so adverse, as probably to incapacitate him 
from active duty. Under these circumstances, Colonel Robert 
Olivo, the second in command of the Company s troops, was 
selected for the important charge ; and to enable him to 
adopt the most vigorous line of proceeding, and thus insure 
lus earlier return to the Coast, he was vested with independent 
powers in all matters connected with the military arrange¬ 
ments, liberally supplied with money, and empowered to draw 
bills on the Madras Goyernmeat.^ 


Mr. Drake the Governor, and the Council in Bengal, were 
still acknowledged as constituting a Presidency, and ailowod 
to retain lull powers in all commercial and civil affairs ; they 
were likewise furnished with considerable pecuniary aid, 

Two months were lost in these debates, before the final 
resolutions were adopted and the embarkation commenced ; 
the Kingfisher sloop of ’svar was however, despatched at onco 
to inform the unfortunate party atFiiltah that assistance would 
speedily arrive. 

The expedition consisted of five of iris Majesty's ships of 
war, the Kent of 64 guns, bearing the flag of Admiral Watson 
commanding ; the Cumherlmid of 70 guns, carrying Admiral 
Pococke*s flag ; the Tiger of CO, the Salishury of 50, and the 
Bridgewater of 20 guns : the was also intended to have 
formed a portion of the squadron, but being unable to make 
the passage was obliged to bear away to Bombay ; Captain 
King, who commanded her, served however as a volunteer in 
the /ient. To these were added the Protector, Waljpoley Marl- 
horoughy and two other Company s vessels as transports, and 
also a Piro-ship.f The military force embarked consisted of 


• Ormo, vol. p. 88. 

f Tbe strength aa.1 ccDStitution of the Fleet is gathciod hroin Ormc and Ives. 





COMPOSITION OF TlfE FORCt;. 


[chav 


%L 


libout 000 liurojieans, of whom ‘450, forming three Com¬ 
panies, helongea to H. M.’s 30th Regiment, who were 
shi])p<;cl, not without consiclerahle objections on the part of 
Colonel Atllercron, and on the understanding that tliey were 
only to ho employed as Marines on hoiwi the fleet;* they 
were commanded by Captain Archibald Grant of that Corps, 
with whom wero Captains Eyre Coote and Weller, Lieutenants 
Waggoner, Corneille, and Caruae, Ensigns Yorko, Donnellan, 
aiKl^Broadbridgo. The 4 held-pieces and the detail of Royal 
Artillery attached to this Regiment, were also embarked, but sub¬ 
sec ucntly relanded on Colonel Adkreron's refusal to sanction 
their o-oing, unless ho went himself. The remainder was com¬ 
posed" of five Companies of the Madras European Battalion, 
each Company completed to 100 Privates, making a total with 
the non-commissioned oflicpr.s, of about 570 men; together 
with a detachment of about 80 Artillery under Eioiuenant 
William .I'onuings, who had been appointed Adjutant of thu 
'I'raiu in W53. To these were added 1200 Sipahis, a few 
field pieces, and a considerable sujiply of military stores. Two 
of the Companies of tho Madras Battalion, never reach* 
ed Bengal, which materially reduced tho I’oroe actually 
employed. The three Companies that were landed, of which 
one was composed of Greimdiers, appear to have been com- 
nandod by Captains E. Gaupp, Pyo, and Fraser; and amongst 
the officers attached to them were Lieutenants 11. Campbell, T. 
Rumbol’d and Adnct, Ensigns R. L. Knox, 1.. MacLoan and ,11. 
Oewald;— 'Captain Briggst of the same Corps was Aide-de-camp 
fo Colonel Clive, and Mr. Walslt was Paymaster to tho dotach- 
inent.t All boingcouipleted, thclleetsetsailonthc lOtb October 
50. This was unfortunately tho worst season of the year for 


liiJV. -- j - j 

reaching Bengal, the moi'soonblowiiig dead against lliom. The 


* The 30ih had served as a Marine JBattaliou for about 0 yeara, previous 

to its facing to IinVia;—-vide services of that Coq>s in the >Javal and MUitoiw Maga¬ 
zine for MfifoU 18*^7. 

{ Malcolm, vol. 1, pp. 187-iO. 

+ TIkso are mU ilio names Unit can now be trucedt it is possible that some of Uieso 
even might have belufiged to Major Kilpatrick’s dotacliment. Lieateriant KumboUl 
did not accompany the fleet, bnt joined subrvHpietiUy from Vizagapataim 
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was consequently coni]>ollod to steer across to the a* 
Tenassorim Coast, and thence beat over to Balasore roads ; tlio 
weather was very tempestuous, and the progress of the fleet but 
slow. At one tijne the Salisbury was in some danger, having 
sprung a leak ; the Fire-ship, unable to stem tho violence of 
the inohsoon, bora away to Ceylon, and the Marlboromjhy 
tho largest of tho Company’s ships, being a heavy sailer, was 
loft behind ; tlie rest of tho fleet arrived in soundings off 
Point Palmyras on the Itit December. Here tho Cmnber- 
land and Salisbury grounded, but wore fortunately got 
off with the tide; the Cumberland v/as however, compel¬ 
led to bear away to Vizagapatam; the remaining vessels 
were detained several days in Balasoro roads, waiting for tho 
spring tides ; but at last they reached Fulfcnh,—the Kent on 
tho Jltli, the Tiger on tho loth, and all tlie other vessels by 
the 20th of December, Tho absence cf tlio Cumberland and 
tho Marlborough greatly impaired the efficiency of the expedi 
tion, as on board tho former were about 800 of the European 
troops, and on the latter tho greater part of tho field artillery 
and military stores.^* 

The miserable remnant of tho Prosidency assembled at Ful- 
tah, were overjoyed at tho arrival of these reinforcements, ajid 
their delight and good spirits struck the new-comers a.s af¬ 
fording a remarkable contrast to their wretched condition. 
Sickness mid death had been so fearfully busy amongst them, 
iliat out of the party of 280 men brought round by Major 
Kilpatrick, one-half had sunk into tho grave, and only about 
thirty of those who survived were fit for active duty ;t the rem¬ 
nant of the Bengal Military force, from being more accustom¬ 
ed to the climate, ajipears to have fared better, and was 
now able to join the force, strengthened by the Company of 
Volunteers formed from amongst the Civilians and respecta¬ 
ble European inhabitants who had escaped from Calcutta and 
the oiu-factories, which Company now mastered upwards of 
70 officers and men. 


* Onne, yol. V, p. 120, says, that 200 European Troops were on toarO (he 
CinnherlanU, but be proves, x^p, M2-a, that tber«? luiist bavo beeu at least 800. 

f Onn<^, vol. 2, p. 120.—Tves, p. 90,'’stales, that to ibe best of his retuomb^Anc^ 
uot 3U rcuiamod iJivo, and not above 10 ht for datv. 
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Colonel Olivo s first measure was to despatch the letters ho 
had brought from the Madras Government, together with 
one from himself and one from Admiral Watson, to Monili: 
Cfiuind, the Governor of Calcutta, for transmission to tho Na* 
waub. These wore forwarded open, and Monik Chund hav¬ 
ing read them, declined to send them on, as being written in 
too menacing a stylo : immediate liostilities were accordingly 
determined on. 

The Nawaub, who imagined that by the capture of Calcutta 
he had destroyed tho English power completely, was perfectly 
astonished when ho beard of tlie arrival of this armament; 
biUlio immediately ordered an assemblage of his whole army 
at Moorshedabad, preparatory to marching towards Calcutta. 
Monik Chund, the Governor of tho latter place, was however, 
better acquainted with tlm real state of affairs, and expecting 
a renewal of the war, had busied himself in strengthening the 
defences and improving his garrison ho had repaired the 
fort of Tannah* and commenced another on the opposite bank, 
which he named Alighur ; he hud also a couple of ships ready 
prepared, laden with bricks, to be sunk in the sticiim botv/een 
the two ; and the Fort of Budgo Budge, lower down tho river 
on the loft bank, was strongly fortified and garrisoned. 

The expedition left Eullah on tho ^7th December, and 
anchored off Moyapore tho following day. As tlie Fort of 
Budge Budge was the first object of attack, it was arranged 
that the ships should move up abreast and cannonade it; and 
witli a view of intercepting tho retreat of tho garrison, that 
Colonel Clive shodd make a detour with the land force so as 
to get to the northward of the Fort,, between it and Calcutta. 

Leaving 130 men of Adlercron’s Regiment, all that had ar¬ 
rived, to act as marines on' board the ships, Clive started 
before sunset on tho 28tb, wuth tho Company’s European 
troops and tho whole of the jSipaliis, accompanied by a couple 
of light field-pieces and a tumbril, * all drawn by the troops. 


* Of these field pieces, Clive says in a letter to IVIr. Pigot, dated Sth.Tanuary 
1757, that after all tlie trouble they occasioned they were of littlo use “having 
neither tubes nor portfires, and wrong carriages scut with them Jroin Port St. 
David-’^—MalcoJiri, vol. 1, p. 15i. 
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ran gilt cattlo were procurable. The native guides to 
whom they were compelled to trust, led them by a citonitous 
’ route into the interior, through an uDinhabitcd part of the 
: district, full of swamps, and intersected with numerous wator- 
: courses; the labour of dragging t]\e carriages through such 
a country was excessive ; after great hardship and fatigue for 
15 hours, the troops reached tlicir destination about 8 o clock 
the next morning. The spot selected was a large hollow, the 
bed of a lake in the rainy season, about 10 feet below the level 
of the country, and surrounded by jungle; it was situated nearly 
a mile and a half north-east of the Fort, and about a mile from 
tlio river, midway to which latter, led the main road ironi the 
Fort to Calcutta. The eastern and part of the southern bank 
of the hollow were skirted by an abandoned village and its en¬ 
closures. Tho European Greuadiecs and 300 Sipabis were 
detached to a village on the banks of the river, under tho 
pression that their appearance would induce tho garrison to 
suppose tho whole English force were stationed there, and 
thus lead them to retreat by the main road instead of by tho 
river route ; the Volunteer Company w^as posted amongst tho 
thickets adjoining the main road, towards the river side, so that 
their fire might drive the enemy in the direction of tho hoi 
low where the main body w’as stationed. The two field-pieces 
were planted on the north side of the village, and the re¬ 
maining troops stationed amongst tho buildings and under the 
banks of the hollow. These arrangements being completed . 
the men, who were all exceedingly fatigued with their arduous 
night s march, were permitted to quit their arras and rest them¬ 
selves, and in a short time all were fast asleep ;—so tired and 
worn ontwa.s the whole party, that even the ordinary precaxi- 
tion of posting sentries appears to havo been most unac¬ 
countably and unw^arrantably neglected.^ 

Monik, Chund, tho Governor of Calcutta, had arrived to 
the support of Budge Budge the previous day, with a force of 
1500 horse and J^OOO foot, and having been made acquaint¬ 
ed by his spies wirli the movements of tho British and their 


♦ Ornie, vol. 3, V- 130. 
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prescni state of fancied security, he immediately determined to 
attack them ; but liis amtigeruents were better planned 
than executed. The trooi^s had scarcely been asleep an bomv 
'when they were unexpectedly aroused by a rapid but irrogu- 
lar firo of small arms from the neighbouring tbioket and en¬ 
closures, mote especially from the eastern side of the village^ 
tmvards xvliich a largo body of matchlock men were obaervod 
hastening to obtain possession of it. All immediately ran to 
their arms, which were laying on the ground about 60 yards 
from the eastern bank, and there formed lino as they came 
up: but unfortunately in the confusion, the Artillerymen in¬ 
stead of repairing to their own post at the guns, hastened to 
seek protection iu the lino, thus depriving the detachment of 
its chief means of defence. Daring this confusion the enemy 
gained possession of the whole eastern bank, from whence, 
themselves under cover, they kept up an irregular but galling 
fire on tbo dotaebrnent, by which an Ensign and several men 


were killed.'^ ■ 

Olive, whose coolness and intrepidity never deserted him 
under the most trying circumstances, took in the whole state 
of aflairs at a single glance :—to have removed the troops 
out of reach of the enemy s fire, would, he feared, b(5 likely to 
cause a panic .; he therefore ordered them to stand fast, but 
direoted a platoon from the right and another from the centre 
to advance and drive the enemy from the bank ; these detacli- 
nients moved forward under a heavy fire, and the platoon 
from the centre lost eight men before they reached the bank ; 
thoy persevered however, gained their object, and after pour¬ 
ing in a volley, cleared the line with their bayonets, driving 
the enemy towards the village where they were met by tho 
lighl platoon, who more fortunate, had only lost three men:— 
this intrepid conduct aatonished the enemy, who immediately 
began to fall back, and sought shelter under cover of tho 
jangle and enclosures, from which they kept up a continued but 
incft'ectaal fire, although some of their officers wero observed 
gallantly exerting themselves to induce them oncomore to ad- 


♦ Om^c, vol, 2, p. 133. 
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Ill the interim, the Company of Bengal Volunteers 
having hoard the firing, hastened to the scene of action and 
arrived in time to recover the two guns, which the enemy had 
seized but were unable to use ; on this the Artillerymen im¬ 
mediately joined them aud opened a fire on the enemy, 
who fled for support towards a large body of Cavalry which 
was now seen advancing towards tho hollow ; on meeting 
these' fugitives, the horsemen halted and drew up in order, at 
tho distance of about half a mile, hoadod by Monik Chund 
himself. Olive then formed his detachment in line and 
hastened to engage them, supported by his field-pieces, which 
fired as tho party advanced ; tho enemy stood firm for some 
time, until a shot from one of the guns passed close to tho 
head of Monik Chund, who -was mounted on an elephant, 
when ho immediately gave the signal for retreat, and tho 
whole body moved rapidly off towards Calcutta. On this 
Olivo marched his entire detachment towards tho village on 
tho bank of the river, where they met Major Kilpatrick with 
his party advancing to their assistance.’** 

In the mean time, the Admiral’s ship, the Kent, having out¬ 
sailed the rest of the fleet, anchored before tho Fort, and 


opening a heavy fire, soon silenced that of the enemy and 
made a breach in the ramparts; but tho troops having crir 
, dined so much fatigue already, it ■vias determined to defer tho 
^■.{ assault until the ensuing morning; they accordingly passed 
" ' the remainder of tlie day in the village, without any recurrenco 
of hostilities on either side, and in tho evening were joined 
by a party of 250 sailors, destined to aid in the assault, under 
the commend of Captain King; two 24-poiindet guns wore 
also landed for the purpose. 

At night all was perfectly quiet,—not a sound was to he heard 
save the measured tread or occasional challengo of the sen¬ 
tries posted round the camp, a precaution not neglected a second 
I time ; when suddenly the whole force was aroused by shouts 

I and firing in the direction of the Fort; which disturbance 

I originated in tbo following circumstance. Several of the 
I sailors e.xeitcd hy finding themselves oucc more on sliore. 


• Ornio, to). S, p. l‘tl. 






CAPTOnE OF BUDGE BUDGE. 


[0 



m the prospect of active employment and a liberal allow 


anca of liquor that had been distributed that evening, strolled 
out to take a look at tire Fort; one of these named Straban, 
anoro advcufcutous than tlie rest, got up close to the walls nn^ 
perceived, and finding that the guiis had made a praoticable 
breach in one of the Bastions, could aiot resist the inclination 
to ascend it; on reaching the top, he found a party of ihe 
garrison sitting together smoking; being armed, ho immodi- 
atoly fired a pi.-stol amongst them, and waving his cutlass; 
slioutod out “ the place is mine/’ giving three hearty cheers 
at the same timo | the enemy recovering from their surprise, 
and perceiving that he was alono, immediately attacked him ; 
he defended himself with great intrepidity and skill, until at 
last his sword broke off close to the hilt, when he would have 
been overpowered, had not some of his comrades, who 
hoard his shouts, opportunely arrived to his assistance. A 
sharp conflict now ensued, the troops ra.shed to the Fort to 
join in tlie attack, and the garrison, of which a considerable 
portion had 2 )reviousIy retreated, fled in all directions. The 
only casualty on this occasion was that of Captain Dugald 
Campbell of the Bengal service, who whilst leading on a Com.- 
pany of the Sipahis, was shot by some of the sailors, who mis¬ 
took lliem for a party of the enemy.^ Captain Eyre Cooto, com¬ 
manding the doiaohment of iving s troops tijat had landed, took 
possession of the Fort that night, and a salute was fired tlie fol¬ 
lowing morning. Eighteen pieces of cannon, from 21-pounders 
downwards, and forty barrels of powder were found in the place. 

Stvalian, the hero of the previous evening s adventure, was 
brought before Admiral Walson, who, however much ho might 
admire the individual bravery exhibited, considered it neces¬ 
sary to show his disifleasure at the breach of disciplino that 
had been committed. On being called upon for explaualion 
of his conduct, Straban replied, scratching his head with one 
liand and holding his hat in the other~“ Why, to be sure, Sir, 
“ it was I that took the Fort, but I hope there was no harm 
in it.” The Admiral scarcely able to repress a smile at the 


♦ Orme, vol. p. l^W.—Waxr.'a Hastuig^i subsegutfuily niwried tho widow of 
iLi*} OUioor. 






■ 3MPRRSBI0NS ON BOTH WOES. 

__^ of tLe answer, expatiated or ihe consequences 

might have ensued'from such irregular conduct, and finally 
disniissod him with a severe rebuke, and a throat of punish¬ 
ment; Slrahan some'svhat surprised at this turn of aftaini, 
no sooner found himself clear of the cahiu, than ho exclaim¬ 
ed, “ Well, if I am flogged for this 'ere action, 1 will never 
“ take another Fort by myself as long us I live, by G d " 

It is needless to say that no punishment was awarded, and 


had his conduct been a little more steady, the Admiral 
would doubtless have pronrotecl him on the first I'avorallo 
opportunity.* 

The operations of the morning attack at the hollow, 
had effected a change in the opinions of both parties; the 
courage and resolulion displayed by tbc British, effectually 
removed the contemptuous opinion which Monik Chund and 
his followers had entertained of English troops, from wliai 
they had witnessed six months previously at Oalcuila; whilst 
the skill with which the attack was planned, gave rise to an 


opinion on the port of the English, much more favourable to 
tlic enemy than circumstances warranted. 

Clive has been greatly blamed by some writers for his con¬ 
duct on this occasion, wliilst by others, attempts equally 
injudicious have been made to exculpate him entirely. 

That a want of prudence was exhibited in the choice of a 
position so easily assailable, is too obvious to admit of denial, 
and tbeueglectof the ordinary precaution of planting sentries 
was ine.xcusable; but on the other baud, it should be stated 
that Clive himself was suffering severely from sickness at the 
time, which the fatiguesof thepreviouseveniugrnust liavegreate 
]y aggravated,—that he was entirely opposed to the arrangCT 
luent from the commencement,—that he had in vain ap 2 )Ueu 
to the Admiral for boats to take the trooirs to the point of 
debarkation, and thus save thorn the fatigue of the long night 


• Mr. Ivef*, whowRS Sur^eoji to the Kerd during the expedition, and an intimate 
friend of Uie Admiral, gives t\m anecdote in detail, and mentions in a note 
that bo .'=tubsequeiitly receivctl a visit frou) Strahaii iu ICnglond, wbo having 
served throughout th;; war under Admiral Pococki, wu3 then a pensioner, and war. 
looking forward to an appoiulmeutof Cook ou loiud a first class ship, the lieighl 
of hie awVitiou. 
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uinrcli, and tliat having had no time or opportunity of jnclg- 
ing for himself, he was entirely at the mercy of tho guides 
furnished to him, who appear to have played liim fo.lse;—above 
all, if the first fault rested witli him, it should not be forgot¬ 
ten that it was his coolness, decision, and judgment, that 
retrieved the error and saved the force,—turning what might 
have been a most serious disaster, into a brilliant sneoess. 
Monik Chund was so impressed with the determined conduct 
he had witnessed, that he remained only a few hours at 
Calcutta, whore he left n garrison of 500 men to defend tho 
place, and hastened off to join the Nawaub at Moorsheda- 
bad, and report as his fears dictated, tho serious character of 
this now invasion. 

On tho doth, tlm European troops all ro-efnbarked, and 
tho following morning the fleet weighed anchor, tho Sipahis 
macching upwards along >thc bank of the river.* On the 
Ist January 1757, tho squadron anchored opposite the 
Forts of Tannah and Alighur, where tho Kingfisher 
Sloop of War had arrived a few days previous, and had 
deterred the Governor of Hooghly from sinking in tho chan¬ 
nel, the vessels laden with bricks, which he had jjrepared 
for tliat purpose. The enemy abandoned these Forfs, 
which together mounted .50 pieces of cannon, without firing 


a shot. 

Early on tho morning of the !id, Colonel Clive landed with 
all tho Company's European troops, and joined by the Sipahis, 
marched along tho high road to Calcutta. 

The fleet at tho same time weighed anchor, with the ox- 
ceplion of the Salishnrg, which vessel remained behind to 
bring off the abandoned guns and to destroy the works. 
Tho Tiger arrived opposite to Calcutta the first of the 
squadron, quickly followed however by the Kent, but from 
want of wind, neither vessel could at first get their broadsides 
to bear, during wbioh time tho enemy opened a brisk fire, and 
killed 9 men on board the Kent, and 7 on board tiro Tiger ; 


* lvc8,p. 101, bimself an eye-witness, is very explicit in bis SiUtcnionl to this 
v'ffeet Oime, hovvevet, vol. p-says that tho ^^'uropeans and Sipahis wore 
laiivleil ou the iiioruing of the Jiuiuftiy, near the new Fori of Alighur. 
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the ships took up their positions anti commenced to A. 0. 
return the cannonade, the fire from the J?ort slackened, and 
the enemy observing that Colonel Clivo, with the troops, had 
nearly invested the place on the land side, abandoned the 
defence and hastened to seek safety in flight.^ 

On this some of the old inhabitants of tho town made 
signals for tho vessels to cease firing, and hoisted an old 
British ensign on a tree, when the Admiral sent Captain 
Eyro Coote with a Company of the 39th llegiiacnt in boats, 
to take possession of the Fort in His Majesty’s name. 
Immediately afterwards Colonel Clive arrived, and Captain 
Coote exhibited a commission from the Admiral appointing 
him (Coote) Governor of the Fort; Clive was naturally sur¬ 
prised at such conduct, and refused to acknowledge Captain 
Coote’s commission, demanding obedience to his own orders 
on the score of his own Royal commission as a Lieutenant- 
Colonel. A reference was made to the Admiral, who insisted 
upon Colonel Clive abandoning the Fort, threatening in case 
of refusal to lire upon him. Clive persisted in his resolution, 
saying, that ho could not be answerable for the consequences 
of tho Admiral’s conduct. Captain Latham however, now came 
on shore, and being on intimate terms of friendship with both 
parties, succeeded in arranging tiris most unpleasant dispute ; 
it was accordingly agreed that ibo Admiral himself should 
land, and as the senior Officer, assume the command, 
and that ho should then make it over to Mr. Drake, 
tho Company’s representative and Governor of the Settle¬ 
ment this was done, and Colonel Clive made over the keys 
to Admiral Watson on the following day, who then immedi¬ 
ately delivered them to Mr. Drake.f 
Thus early conmienoed the jealousy and disputes between 
the two service " which have since, too frequently, reflected dis¬ 
credit on the parties concerned, and caused much inconveni¬ 
ence and detriment to the interests of the state. 


• Ornie, vol. 2. pp. Ives. p. 102. 

f Ives, p. 102—S:r J. Mnlcolm m his Memoirs of Lord Clive, says, on tlieautlior- 
ity of a Tiote from Captain Speke, that Clive only resigned the coniraaml for 
the time, ou the underslamling that it was to he awhsetpieutly restored to him. 
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'^8 A DETACHMENT OKDEDED IN ADVANCE. 

• The first act of the authorities was to issue a proohmiatioD 
of wfir figaisfe tlie Nawaub,—tlio Admiral on the part of the 
King, and the Governor on that of the Company. 

Tim greater portion of the Ooinpany'f^ merchandize, that had 
been left in tho Fort in June last, was found untouched, having 
been rcservod for tho use of the Nawaub; but all private pro- 
}>erty of any value had been carried away, and most of the 
Furopoan dwelling-houses had either been demolished or 
greatly iiijitred by fire, leaving a sad spectacle to tlie poverty- 
stricken possessor.s on their return. In the Fort itself, little 
or no chaiigo had been made in the plan of tlie works, beyond 
repairing them, but some of tho buildings had been destroyed 
to fiu'nish material for a mosque which had been erected in the 
oontro of the place. Most of the Native inhabitants of the lower 
orders had returned to their housas, but the more Avealthy had held 
aloof, fearful of tlie avarice and oppression of Monik Chund. 

ft was soon ascertained that the sii6cesses of tho English 
had created a panic in the minds of all the native authorities 
in tho neiglibourhood, and that tho greatest consternation 
existed at llooghly, an immediate attack upon that town 
being (?xpccted. .Intelligence was also received that thp 
Nuwaub would not bo able to‘ quit Moorsliedabad with 
Army for some days; under tliese ciryiimstances, it was lo-^ 
solved to lose no time, but to send off a detachment to 
ilooghly at once. ; 

Accordingly 200 Europeans; including nearly all the men of 
AdlenuAnS Kegiment that had arrived, under Captain Coote, 
together with 250 Sipaliis, wereembark|d on board the Brirlge- 
uaier. Captain Smith ; the Kingjislwr, Vjaptain Toby ; and tho 
Thunder Bonib-kctch, Captain Warwick; Avhich latter vessel 
had recently joined the squadron in the river; to these were 
added several of the boats of the fleet, manned by I50 sailors, 
Under the command of Captain King.* 


' Orrnc, pp. 130-7. Tvgp, pp, puts s mout ilJib(‘rJil coDstructioii on 

Oiia expedition to Hooghly, whicli widiont assigning any mUhority, lu' states'* mm 
undertaken solely with a v>e\v to pluiuler," forgetting that under Uio ciiruniatiiu^'es 
iiothir.js could bo more legitimat<j than a sudden and well directed blow at tin* 
coutincroiul emporium and principal granary ot the Prorince. 
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ie direction of this expedition >va3 inti'ustecl to Mnjor Kil¬ 
patrick. The armatiieiit sailed from Calcutta on the Sth of 
January, but was much delayed on the passage, owing to tlie 
Hridgcwaler striking on a sand bank, from whicli she could 
not be got off for two days. On the evening of the Sth, they 
came up abreast of Itooghly, and on tlie foilowitig morning 
the ships commenced a cannonade upon the Fort, which lasted 
until near midnight. Captain Ooote having proceeded to ex!i> 
mine the breach, pronoiineed it practicable, and an assault 
was accordingly ordemd for the following morning at day¬ 
break. A party of about .50 men, who had been landed for 
the purpose, marefaed up to the main* gate and commenced 
firing, to attract the enemy’s attention, whilst „0aptaia Cooto 
with the remainder of the troops, accompanied by the sailors, 
silently mounted the breach without opposition,—when the 
enemy discovering these assailants on the ramparts, fled in 
confusion by one of die other gates. The place was found 
to bo much stronger tbau had been supposed; the garrison 
consisted of 2000 men, in addition to which, 3000 lior.se had 
been sent from Moorshedabad to protect the town, but they 
had retreated on the approach of the expedition, remaining, 
however, a lew miles distant to watch tlie oonrso of events. 

The loss of the troops on this occasion, amounted to oniy 
3 Europeans and 10 Sipahis killed, besides several wounded; 
that of the fleet was more considerable, several sailors were 
killed and twenty-five wounded; Mr. Hamilton, a midship¬ 
man oi the Kent, was killed; Mr. Edwmrd lloberts, also a 
midshipman in the same vessel, lost his hand and was pro¬ 
moted for his conduct on tlie occasion: Messrs. Owen and 
Samble, midshipmen of the Tiger, were wounded, and Lieu¬ 
tenant James Roddam, of the Kent, died from the effects of 
fatigue. 20 pieces of ordnance of different calibres, from 24- 
pounders downwards, were found in tlie Fort, gnd goods, 
ehietly metals, to the amount of 160,000 rupees, besides a 
large store of grain. This booty fell far short of what was ex¬ 
pected ; but it was subsequently ascertained, that all the more 
valuable stores had been „aken into tiie Hutch factory 
at Chinsiirah.'^ 


A. D. mf. 


♦ Iv«*9, pp, J"l 7.—Ortne, \xA. 2, p, J‘si7. 
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On the I2Lh, Captain Coote with 50 Europeans and JOO 
Sipaihs, accompanied by the sailors under Captain Speko of 
ihe Ken/, who had been sent by the. Adniiral to take the ooin- 
inand of tho Naval portion of the force, marched to Ban- 
dell, about ii iniloB fnnher to the nonlnvaid, where they 
destroyed se^'eral large granaries of rice ebtaldished by tb'j 
JNuwaub at ibafc place, and also at the village of Oongoe 
but on returning, tliey wore surrounded by the enemy to 
the number of nearly 5000. Captain Cooto immediately 
ordered :he village to be fired to protect bis rear, and 
advanced boldly against the enemy, hriiig by alternate pla¬ 
toons,—one of tbe chief ofDcers in cominond, together with 
several rnen, were killed at the first discharge, upon which 
their Cavalry turned and fled; the lufuntry however, threw 
themselves into the noigbhouring houses, and kept up a 
desultory fire, but widi little effect, and the party succeeded in 
forcing their way back without losing a man. Major ivilpa- 
trWk hearing the firing, moved out to their assistance, but the 
nifair was over before ho joined.* 

On the iOlh, another party, chiefly sailors, proceeded in 
boats some miles to tJie northward and destroyed several 
more store houses on both sides of the river, without encoun¬ 
tering any opposition, and on the lOih, tho Europeans with 
the boats and smaller vessels returned to Calcutta. 

Dtuiug tlic period occupied by the expedition to Hooghly, 
the long expected intelligence was received from Europe, vid 
AIr'ppo, that war had been declared between Great Britain und 
Eranco in the month of May preceding. It was naturally an¬ 
ticipated that tho French at Chandeinugoro would iinmedl- 


• I’ os, pv* relates the following aiKjctlote of throe sailors who were missing, having 
utragglwl into the country and fallen asleep. “ Early the next morning, a vaft was observ¬ 
ed lloaving down the river, and on it sat, with the greatest composure imaginable, our 
thrccmlssing sailors » who after they were taken otr, and brou^:ht on board their shipn, 
gave the fvliowiug account of their adventure : * that awakiug \a tho tv*ginniiig of the 
night, and perceiving ihoir companions hod left them, they judged It expediout to yet tiro 
to all the villages, inorder to intimidate the enemy, and make them believe thrd the whole 
dctacbniont sUlI contijjued ou shore, which bad done thorn so much mischief the 
preceding day. That os soon a« tho day broke they repaired to the water^s edge 
to jearcUfoi a boat, in which they hoped to be ci-nveyed . u board their slops. No 
<;ueh thing ho wet or could he found ; but luckily for thorn this rafl at lenjjth presented 
itself, on which they resolved to trust theniselvea.’ By good lortime, they arrive<l 
safe among their coTnj)ai»ii>n5, before their eutMUicS had so far recovered from tlieiv pa-, 
nlc, as to think of cutting of tlicir retreat.” 
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VkIi: with CheNtuvtiub, ninl as they had a body erf 300 
Ebiropcaii troops with a good train of Field A nil levy,—had they 
done so, Uie British force would have found il very difficult to 
cope witli an enemy so superior in all respects,“—possessing, as 
they would have done when united, a complete connnaiul of the 
resources of the country. It was accordingly determined to 
open a communication with the Fiiuvaub once more, with a 
view to negociate terms. Applieation to this efiecc wa.s mndo 
to tlie Juggiit Seths,* the groat Bankers and meet influential 
panics at Moor.shedalnul, but they declined to appear per¬ 
sonally in tlie nlfair, although they autlronscd their principal 
agent, Ilunjoet llae, to use his best endoav'burs to bring about 
an accommodation, and OmeenClmnd, the Calcutta merchant, 
who had considerable property in that town and benefited 
largely by the trade, estened all his influence and abilities 
to the same effect. But the nows of the capture and plunder 
of Hooghly, which was roccivocl at this inopportune mb- 
immt, so irritated theNawaub, that ho refused to listen to any 
overtures, and gave orders to march immediately with his 
whole force upon Calcutta. 

In the mean time the Kngliah had not been wanting in 
preparation ; Captain King was dispatched to England in a 
sloop of 00 tons, to cimvey iho intelligence of the recovery 
of CaletUla and the present condition of affairs. Afi attack 
upon Dacca had been determined on, but tlie report of the Na- 
waub’s immediate approach, caused this plan to be laid aside. 
Some attempts were made to put the Fort into a better con¬ 
dition of defence, and an intrenelied camp was formed about 
a mile or more to the northward of the town, near Cossipore, 
lieyond the Alahraltah ditch, and half a mile from the river,! 
with several strong outposts around it. The selection of this 


<SL 

A. D. J^?vr.v 


• The U dtUiig members of this wealthy and powerful Jirm, wero Mid tub Hoy 
auJ Hajitli Siiroop Cliuiitj, grandsons of llie ftuiious Jn^'(ffut-Sef.b*Futteh-Clmnd, 
who estiiblifthcd the concern. 

t Ives, p. 110, gives tJit following illustration of tlie condition of the environs 
of Calcutta, at thut periodWhile the Colonel was in search of u proper 
phicr for an eucanipineut, a wild buffulo ran at his guard ; and aliliougli the 
spjKiy it attiicked, discharged his musket ball into its boily, and rc^ieivetl it on 
h.is biiyonet, yet the creature killed Uie man and made off. The wild bufTaloes a4*e 
here very h rge; they exceed Uie largest ox iu England, and have legs reinarkally 
thick and strong, &e.** 
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position wao jucJicious, as the Salt-waLer lake, ^vliich covered a 
much greater e.'^tent of temtory than at present, came up to 
within a n ile at‘ the Mahrattah ditoli, and an enemy coihing 
from the northward, could not pass round to invest Calcutta, 
^ xcept through that interval, and conse^juently within sight 
of f)ie camp.* 

ArKjtlicr point io which OliYe turned hrs attention, witfi 
tliat >vonderfui disoriininatian and fortnight which peculiarly 
annrked his cluarac'.er, was the organization of an efficient JSfa* 
iive regular force, and at this early period lie had coxamenced 
the formation of a Battalion of Sipahi8,and had already raised 
some throe or four hundred men, selected with a due regard 
to their physical and otlier military qualifications. Hitherto, 
the native troops employed at Calcutta, when required, d-e- 
Bignat d litLvarrieh'," were nothing more than Bnrkundtiz, 
armed and equipped in the usual native manner, without any 
ttitompt at discipline or regularity ; and even at Madras and 
Bombay, theSipahis which were regularly maintained there,— 
mid who were gonei^dly termed 2W///»^(:it»,frc>m#theeircuinsf,ance 
that those originally employed came from theprovloce of Telin- 
—ultbough supplied with liuropean arms and acooii* 
trcinents, still adhered to the native style of dross and quip- 
mont, were subject to very little discipline or drill, and were 
under tlioimmediate command of their owu countrymen: such 
was the condidon of the Sipahis that had come round from 
Madras with the expedition, and though not wanting iu 
courage and activity, they were never iookod upon as capjable 
of opposing, or as even lit to be taken into account when 
brought against an European enemy. 

Clivo wisely determined to inako the experinient of assimi¬ 
lating them as far as f>racticabl 0 to the European IWitiaUon, 
and accordingly not only furnished the new Corps with arms 
and accoutre men te, but with clothing of the European fa¬ 
shion, drilleci and disciplined Uiern as regular troops, and 
.ap])ointed an European officer to command and nou-commis* 
sioiied officers to instruct and drill them. Such \vas tiie 
origin of the First TSegiment of Bengal Native Infantry, call¬ 
ed from its equipment hall Pullun' or*' Bed liegf- 


* Orino, p. 





MIN/Sr^if 



PACIFIC OONDX;OT OF THK FllENClI. 


93 


Sl 


Tvt," a name which it long maiiitainecl.* This systerii which ‘V. 0 \r>y. 

1-11 • • 1 Jmunry. 

was soon found to answer anmirably, was speedily inntatea 
at the otlior Presidencies of Bombay and Madras. At the period 
now more immediately under consideration, the experiment 
was iii its infancy, only a few hundred men having been yet 
raised, and their training, as may bo supposed, not very 
lar advanced. It must he borne in mind, that the class of 
men then available for service, and of whom the earliest 
Corps were composed, were a very ciiiferent race from what 
could now be obtained in or about Calcutta. Tlie Moosiil- 
man conquest of the province, the condition of actual inde¬ 
pendence of the Court of Delhi maintained by the late Na- 
Avanbs, the frequent changes in the Government, and the 
continued hostilities occurring, induced many adventurers 
froa‘ tlie northward to come down in search of service, and 
led to large drafts being made on the population of Behar, 

Oudo, the Doub, Bohilcund, and even beyond the Indus, to 
meet demands for troops on particular emergencies, who were 
liable to be again thrown on their own resources, ns soon as 
the occasion for their services had passed away. It was from 
such men and their immediate descendants, that the selection 
was made, and in the Corps then and subsequently raised in 
and about Calcutta, were to be found Putharis, Ilolullas, a few 
Jaths, some Rajpoots and even Brahmins, The natives of the 
Province were never entertained as soldiers by any party. 

The majority, however, of the men in the ranks in early years 
were Moosulnmns, owing to the circumstances stated. 

Although nows had arrived of the declaration of hostilities 
in Europe, no official intimation on the subject had been 

received either by the French or English in Bengal. For- 
tunately'the former had no man of ability ot their head, and 
bearing in mind the reproaches with which Dupleix had been 
assailed by the French Government on a former occasion, for 
not acceding to a neutrality on the Coast, although the parent 


• WilliariVi, pp. I and 160*6. This Uegimeut wu8 flubspqneiitly, ami is still uamed 
tV?e‘^G*i]Ue>:or Gims ku-Pultuu” from Cnptaiii Primrose Oidliez wbo long c.om* 
nmmled it, 

• Pultun*' is the native corruption of the Knglish term “ Platoon,'' which latter 
is itself derived from the French word “ Pehton " 





MlWSr/yj, 



ABIUVAL OP THE NAAYAUh’s ARMY. 


fen A 



Vtihiniury. 


coiintrios were at war,—tbuy unwisely for tljemselvea, Jotor- 


niiried to adopt a lino of policy consonant to tin? fonncr 
views of their Govennnent in t.ho instance alluded to;—thoy 
accordingly declined to join the Nawaub, and commenced a 
negociation with tho British authorities, for establishing a 
local abstinence from hostilities in the province ;—a course 
of procedure, as aoociHablo to the latter as it was unex- 

About the end (»f the month, tho Marlborou(;h, whicli had 
been so long missing, arrived with the Field Artillery and 
stores on board. Tlic British force now consisted of more 
tliari 700 Kiiropcan Tufautry, 100 Artillery, and about .1500 
Bipaliis, with II field•piecos, nearly all O-pouncters. On tho 
30th of Janitary, the Nawaub crossed the river a few miles 
above Hooghly, with an army consi.sting of 18000 Horse, 
15000 Foot, 10000 Bildars or Pioneers, with dO ptccos of 
heavy cannon and 50 Elephants, busido.s an enormous 
aiiioiint of koolies, camp followers and armed plimderors 
toiTUod Lootclioes/’ who followed tlie camp for the Sake of tho 
jnllnge tliey could obtaiTi. The a))proach of this force de¬ 
terred tho villagers from bringing in provisions eitlier to the 
town or camp, and all the natives hired for tho use of tho 
troops, deserted in a body. No draught cattle were available, 
and theIV? was only one horse with the force, which had 
])een hrought from Madras.f On the 2nd of 
tho advance of the enemy’s force appeared 
tho liootclr.os quickly spread themselves over 
try beyond the ^Mahratta ditch, pillaging and 
evcrytliiug widiiii their reach, and a considerable body even 
crossed over and commenced their devastations in the 
norLliorn suburbs of the towu. Upon this, a detachment 
which was po-'ted at Perrings lledonbt, for tlio protec¬ 
tion of that quarter, sallied out and speedily drove them back 
again over iho ditch, killing and womKling several, and mak¬ 
ing about 50 prisoners;—which decided measure effectually 
cliockcd their depretlations, and made them more cautious for 
ilio future, ifass after mass of tlio euomys troops now dcfil- 


February, 
in sight; 
the conn- 
destroving 


* Omw, vol.S pp. lSS-9. 
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oil the plain to tho, right of the Duin-Doai roaJ, muiA- O. i 
8U[)2)orte(l by cannon, began to intrench tbemselvesii, about a 
mile and holf to the south-east of the British camp. Upon 
this, Colonel Clive marched out with the greater part of Ida 
I'oroe, supported by (> iudd-pieces, and advancing toward.^ tlio 
enemy, drew up opposite to their line of march andcommeneod 
a cannonade this was speedily returned from a battery of 
10 heavy pieces from the iiitrenchment, when Clive perceiving 
that any further measures would be exceedingly hazardous, 
drew off the troops gradually and in good order to the camp. 

In this affair three Bipahis and two Artillerymen were killed, 
and several wounded ; amongst the latter,were Captain Nicho ¬ 
las Weller, of H. M.’s OOch 1-oot, and Captain Eraser of tho 
Madras ttcginicnt;*^ 

For some days past, nogocialions had been carried on 
with the Nawaub in tho hopo of accommodating matters,— 
such under existing circumstances, being tho earnest de¬ 
sire of the British authorities; but alihougli these over¬ 
tures were received and even rejffied to, with every appear¬ 
ance of cordiality, it \Yas evident, as the Nawaub contiriued 
rapidly advancing, that liis solo object was mere I v U> 
throw the English off their guard and gain time for the 
completion of liis arrangements. On tlie Ord of February 
the main body of the Army arrived, accompanied by the 
Nawaub in person, who took up his quarters in Onieen Ghuud s 
garden,—a piece of ground to tho right of tiio Uuin-Durn road, 
beyond tho general lino of tho Mahrattah ditch, wiiit:b boro 
made a sweep so to enclose it on three sides. In the morning 
ho had sent to request that Bepulies might be dispatched to him 
to arrange terms, and accordingly Messrs. Watts and Beroiton 
were commissioned to attend him; they did not fincl bis Head 
Quarters until late in the evening, and when they at Lmgtlv 
arrived, they were treated wdth great insolenco and brutality 
by tlie attendants. After considorabie delay, they were 
shown into the Uurbar, where* they boldly expostulated 
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with the Nawaub for entering tlie boiiads of tlio Company’s 
territory, whilst at iho very tijiie he was amusing Colonel 
Clive with professions of hia earliest desire for peace ; 
they also tendered a paper containing the written pro^- 
positions of the British Authoritits which the Nawaab 
read and then dismissed them, desiring tl^em to confer with 
his Dewan. As they went out, Omoon Chund gave them a liint 
to look to their personal safety, adding signifieandy, that the 
whole of the Nawaub’s eaimon had not yot arrived,^ Upon 
this they quietly withdrew themselves from the camp, and 
liastened to convey tidings of the state of affairs to Colonel 
Clive, who, on receiving ihis intelligence, resolved upon attack¬ 
ing tbo NawTuib’s camp early tlio following morning. Ho 
immediately sent off au express to the Admiral, apprising 
him of his design, and requesting tbo assistance of a rein- 
foccement from tho licet. Orders were consequently issued to 
the several vessels to furnish their quota of ofRcer.s and 
sailors for this service^ and a body of five hundred and sixty 
nine men, armed with muskots and all volunteers, were as^ 
sembled and dispatched in boats to tho camp, under tho 
comruand of Captain Warwick of tho Thunder Bomb ketch. 
They joined the force, already under arms, about 2 a. m. on tbo 
4th, when they shortly afterwards commenced their march.t 
To understand tho following details, tho position of the 
hostile forces must be borne in mind:—tho British camp 
had been established near Cossiporo, and u communication 
was maintained with Ctiloutta, not only by water, but along the 
bank of the river, supported by the detachment at rerriug s 
liedoubt, which commanded the bridge over tho ditch at that 
point, and was situated near the site of the present Cbitpore 
suspension bridge. The enemy had extended themselves 
ortside the Mulirattah ditch, between it and the Lake, from 
tho Diuii'-Dum road to Ballygungo and Alipore, having 
detachments also on the town side, especially near Oincoii 
Chund’s garden, where the Nawaub himself was encamped. 
Clive's plan of operations was as bold as it was skilful, his 
intention being to march at once upon the enemy’s heavy bat- 



♦ Onijc, vol. 3, p. 131 


I Ormc, vol. 3, p. 131.—ive.s, p. 111. 



misr^fy 



UNyOBESKEN OBSTACLES. 


"§L 


cannon, and having spiked them, to inish for the 
Quarters of tlie Nawaiib. 

About 8 A. M. Clive commenced his march; the detach¬ 
ment consisted of dOO European lafantry, 100 Artillery^ 800 
Sipahis, and the Sailors, \vith a body of Lascars, accompanied 
by 0 six-pounder field-pieces and a coborn. A small party 
of Europeans, and between two or three hundred of the newly 
raised Sipahis were left to guard the camp. A similar party 
garrisoned the Fort, and another detail occupied Perriugs 
Redoubt. One half of the Sipahis were in advance, thou 
followed the European Battalion, the Grenadiers of the King’s 
ond Company's detachments leadirig; after them came the 
Artillery, the guns drawn by the sailors, and the ammunition 
carried by the Lascars,—and to prevent tl\e latter from throw¬ 
ing away their loads, they were guarded all round by the 
remainder of the sailors, who also formed a protection to tho 
guns ; tho rear was brought up by the remaining half of tho 


s. 


Mr. Amyatt and a Native acted as guidos; a litile before 
daybreak the detachment came upon tho enemy's advanced 
guards, who after a hurried discharge of matchlocks and roc¬ 
kets took to flight. Unfortunately, one of the rockets struck 
the pouch of a Sipalu and exploded his cartridges, the hro of 
which communicated to several others and created great con- 
fusion but none of the enemy being near to take advantage 
of this accident, order was quickly restored by Captain Coote. 
The detachment continued to advance ’—but though tho day 
had dawned, a dense fog peculiar to Bengal at that season of 
the yeaiy b'^gan to overspread the ground, and prevented any¬ 
thing being visible at a yard distantthey proceeded without 
interruption until they arrived opposite to Omecn Cbiind's 
garden, when they heard the sound of a body of horse coming 
upon them at full gallop; this was a select Corps of Persian 
and Mogul Horse, forming the Nuwaub's guai’d, wlm were 
stationed near Uis quarters, but outside tho ditch; they were 
allowed to come on to within 80 paces of the line, which then 
poured ia a deliberate and deadly fire that emptied a number 
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saddles and dispersed the rsniniaderof the party in thegreat- 
est confusion. The detachment then resumed its march at a 
leisurely pace, platoons constantly fuiug on either hand, whilst 
tlie lleld'pieces fired round shot outwardly and forward, in 
an oblique direction, but wiuidut any definite object, the fog 
being so thick us to prevent any one seeihg above two or three 
•yards before them. Further on to their front, was a causeway 
leading from the end of the Imke across the Mahrattah ditch, 
raised several feet ahovo the level of the country with a smaller 
ditch on either side. It was known that the passage acrosa 
the main ditch at this point was barricaded, but it was Clive’s 
iutentiou, having gained the causeway, to proceed along its 


course, force the barricade, and then turning short to the 
right, to double back along the rampart inside the ditch, and 
thus arrivo at tlie Nnwanb’s Head Quarters in Omeon 
Ohund’s garden; but as soon as the first divisions of Si- 
pahis reached the causeway and changed their direction to the 
riglit, the field pieces in the rear continuing to fire obliquely 
forward, killed several of the leading files,—when the whole 
division rushed across the causeway in confusion', seeking 
safetv under cover of the bank, an example followed by 
those immediately in the rear. As soon as Clive ascertained 
the state of tho case, ho ordered the whole to pass the cause¬ 
way and halt a little beyond,—intending to form them into a 
column of attack and proceed against the barricade at the end 
of the causeway. This brought all the troops into one con¬ 
fused muss, and whilst the Colonel was wailing for the return 
of some officers whom he had sent to examine the defences 
of the borricoJe, the party were suddenly and unexpectedly 
assailed by a discharge from two heavy guns, mounted in u 
small bastion in the lines along the ditch, loaded with grape 
and langr'.ge, which killed and disabled twenty-two Kuro- 
peau.s; a second discharge occasioned further loss, though 
not to the same extent; this threw the detachment into great 
confusion,—the plan of storming the barricade was abandoned, 

_and tl’.o whole hastened forward, endeavouring to gain 

another road in advance, which also led from the Lake 
across the Malnattah ditch, and was continued by the main 
road and aveiine leading to the Fort, tbr-ough the Lall Bagh, 
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fprmg the present road from the Lall Bazaar by the 
Bow Bazaar and Boitaconnah to the Circular Eoad ; but their 
progress was greatly impeded by the difficulty of transporting 
the held-pieces 4 The ground between the causeway and the 
road in question, was laid out in.rice fields, divided by embank* 
ruents, and the guns could only be drawn along the ditches at 
the sides of . the banks, and oonsequenily were continually 
changing their direction; the fog began to clear away after 9 
o’clock, and parties of the enemy’s borso were observed hover¬ 
ing about on all sides, which rendered it neoesfjary to detacli 
platoons to the right and left to keep them at a distance, and 
even occasionally to raise the field pieces over tlio banks and 
give them a salute; the two guns which had already done so 
much mischief, continued their fire, and as the detachment ad¬ 
vanced, two other pieces opened from another battery in the 
same lino, near the road. At 10 a. m. the troops gained the 
road, having been compelled to abandv.>!i two pf tlie field 
pieces, which had brok(rn down ; here they formed column to 
force the passage of the ditch, which they found defended by 
a strongibody of horse and foot drawn up across their route, 
whilst a larger body of Cavalry attacked their rear with consi¬ 
derable courage, and captured another field piece,—which 
however, wa.s gallantly rescued by Ensign Yorko with a 
platoon of H. M. s 39th Regt. The fire of tbo lending, pla¬ 
toons speedily dispersed the party in front, and the whole 
detaclunent crossed over the ditch into the Company s terri¬ 
tory. The original intention of attacking Oineen Chunds 
garden, where tho Nawaub was encamped, siurounded by. 
a largo body of horse, might still have been adjiered to; 
but Clive considered that the troops had already suflbred 
too much fatigue, having been under arms for eight hours, 
and marching and fighting the. greater part of the time,— 
and accordingly he retired along the avenue to the Fort, 
which ho reached about noon, having been harraSsed by the 
enemy’s Horse and Artillery for a considerable distance. 
The loss of the British in this affair was heavy, 37 Europeans, 
18 Sipabis, and i.3 )Sailors were killed, and 70 Europeans, 
35 Sipahis and 12 Sailors wounded. Captains Pye and 
Bridges, both of the Madras service, the former commanding 
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tbe Grenadiers, and tlie latter Colonel Olive's Aide-d 0 *carnp,* 
iVoruniy. as ulso Mr. Belcher, Colonel Olive’s Secretary; 

Lieutenant Lptwidge of the Salifihm/ was mortally wounded, 
and di‘.;d shortly afterwards, and Mr. Ellis of tbo Civil Service, 
who with several other gentlemen of that branch acted as a 
volunteer, lost his leg. Tho greatest part of the mischief wa.s 
done by tho 4 guns mounted on the ramparts inside the ditch. 

Tho loss of tho enemy was however very much more seri¬ 
ous, consisting of about loOO killed and wounded, including 
in the former, two of tho principal officers and twenty-two 
of lesser note; 500 horses, 800 draught bullocks, and 4 
.Elephants were also killed or disabled in tho aliair.t In tho 
evening the whole force loUirned to their camp, marching 
along the hanks of the river, and crossing tho ditch close to 
tho enemy's outposts, who did not veuture to oppose or 
molest iheiiK 

The loss Bustnined by the British in this attack consider¬ 
ably damped the spirits of the troops, who blamed the Com¬ 
mander, and looked upon tlio enterprise as rash, ill-concert¬ 
ed, and an unnecessary waste of life. But althougMMio ori¬ 
ginal plan was in a measure defeated, owing to the fog, it 
cannot bv looked upon as otherwise than at once bold and 
judicious;—such as a display of energy and audacity being 
well calculated to strike terror into the mind of tho Nuwaub, 
and some such measure being rendered absolutely necessary 
by the growing scarcity of provisions,—the command of tho 
whole country being in the hands of the enemy, of whiob, 
tho composition of their force; chiefly Cavalry, enabled 
them to avail themseLes to the full extent. Probably, as 
observed by Orme, the chances of success might have been 
greater had tho detachment assembled at Perrings Redoubt, 
which was not half a mile from OmicLund's garden, ta 
wliich they might have marched on a spacious road capable 
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admitting 12 or 15 men abreast, on the loft oxpcP®*^ 't-obViurJ 
deed to the annoyance of matchlocks from some enclo'd”"*^®’ 

“ where, however, Cavalry could not act, but their ri^'* 

“ would have been defended by the rampart of the Moli- ' 
rnttoe Ditch, contiguous to which the road lies; and their 
** only clanger would have been in front, from the onsets of 
Cavalry, and the discharge of what pieces of cannon the 
enemy had got near the garden/'*^ 

Taken altogether, itinay be considered a dashing afiair, and 
*ho conception not unworthy of theHeaven-born Goneral'* 
who formed it The result was clearly shown in the altered 
bearing of the Nawaub, who never before having been so near 
a wituoss to an action, was astonished and terrided at the 
courage and intrepidity of the attempt, by which his own 
safety had been so noarlv jeopardied. The following morning 
he sent a letter throiigh Unnjeet Uae, complaining of tlm hos¬ 
tilities that had been conimitted whilst torms wore under consi^ 
deration, but at the same time offering definite proposals for a 
peace. To this Colonel Clive replied that he liad merely march * 
ed through the NawauVs camp to convince him personally 
of what the British Troops were capable, who had cautiously 
abstained from hurting any one excepting those actually op' 
posed to rbein ; and that he was now willing to renew the nego- 
ciation. The Nawaub, notwithstanding this taunt, continued 
the correspondence, and to prove his sincerity, or to be out of 
tbereach of so,daring an enemy,drew off his Army and encamp¬ 
ed about three miles to the north-east of the Salt-water Lake, 
beyond Dum-Dum. At last, on the 9th of February, the terms 
were fully agreed to, and a treaty was concluded, to the etifect 
that the EugUsh should be restored to all the privileges accord¬ 
ed to them by former firmans, including the grant of the 
neighbouring villages,—the purchase of which had been defeat¬ 
ed by the different Soobahdars and their agents ;—that all the 
Company’s factories and all money or property belonging to 
the Company, their servants or tenants that had been seized 
or taken by the Nawaub or bis officers, should bo restored or 
made good that the Eoglish should be permitted to fortify 
Calcutta in such manner as they might think proper, and to 
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ostabli^ij ^ and that all goods passing under their 

should be exempt from duties. On tlieir pai’t they 
*|;^^ced to abstain from aitiix-o hostilities and not to harbour 
any revenue defaulters, robbers or murderers. This treaty was 
signed by the Admiral and Colonel Clivo on the part of the 
English, and by the Nawaub himself, as also by Meer tlaffier 
Khan, the Meer Bukshec or Commander-in-Ghief, and Eajah 
Eoolub Ram the Dewan or Minister, on the other sido.^^ 

On the ilth, the Nawaub marched a few miles on his 
leturn homeward, and sent Khiliits or dresses of honour to 
the Admiral and Colonel Clive,—at the same time proposing 
a further treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, against 
nil enemies; this was immediately acceded to, and the new 
treaty rotuniod duly signed the same day, by the hands of 


Omeeu Chund, wlio was instructed by Colonel Clive to ascer* 
taii^ wliethor the Nawaub would suuorion an attack on the 
French settlement at Chandernagore.f 

Clivo, whoso early career had been passed in an unceasing 
strnggh^ with the French on tho Coast, considered it a. matter 
of primary importauco entirely to destroy their power in 
Bengal, which measuro ooinoided with the instructions he had 
received from Madras. During tho apprehension eutertained 
of their forming a junction with the Nawaub’s forces, he had 
gladly responded to and encouraged tho pacihe linO of policy 
they bad so unwisely adopted, but now that ho was i^elieved 
from the hostility of tho Nawaub, ho immediately turned his 
whole attention to this great object, and lost no time in as* 
certaining the sentiments of Sooraj-oo*dowhili,as already stated. 
Tho proposed measure was exceedingly repugnant to the 
latter, who was greatly iucerstnl on first receiving the pro¬ 
position ; but dreading nn immediate renewal of hostilities, he 
evaded the general question,—sent a temporising answer,— 
alluded to the report then current, that Monsieur Bussy me¬ 
ditated an incursion into Bengal from the Deccan, supported 
by a stpxadron from Pondicherry,—advised the English to bo 
on their guard,—and authorised them to adopt any measiiros 
to prevent the Frenoli obtaining a further footing in the pro- 
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he also requested that he might be furnished \viili 
Tluropean Artilleryinou to work his own guns and instruct 
Jiis troops, and suggested that Mr. Watts, who was a good 
linguist, and whom he looked upon as an easy, unsnspiuious 
man, mighr. be depiitoJ to his Court as the Company s re¬ 
presentative. Both these requests were complied vvitli, and 
the next day he continued his march to Moorshedabad. Clive 
who interpreted the Nawaub's reply as containing no positive 
injunction against an attack upon the French, made Iiis ar¬ 
rangements without delay, and on the 18th of February cross¬ 
ed the river a few miles above Calcutta, with his wliole dis¬ 
posable force, preparatory to a regular attack upon Chaiidcr- 
nugore.* 

In the mean time the French had taken tho alarm, and 
had written pressing letters to the Nawuub, urging him for 
his own safety to protect their soUlenient,—pointing out tho 
• anger to be feared from the ambition of the Englislv, if left 
without any check or rival in the province, and at liberty to 
turn their sole attention to the Native powers. These repre¬ 
sentations, which reached the Nawaub at Agadeep, had tlioir 
full effect; he flew into a violent rage with the English, and 
accused them of breach of faith ; ho halted and wrote a letter 
peremptorily forbidding tl.ein to commit any act of hostility, 
and ho further forwarded a sum of one lakh of rupees to the 
Government at Chaudernagore, to nid them in their prepara¬ 
tions for defence, and also dispatched 1500 men from hia 
camp, to reinforce the Governor of Hooghly, tho subsequently 
notorious Nund Komar, ordering him to render the French 
every assistance in the event of their being attacked. 

On receipt of this intelligence, tho Admiral and Colonel 
Clive desisted from any furtlier active proceeding in the matter, 
and wrote to the Nawanb notifying that in compliance with his 
request they had done so,—and that, accordingly, they had 
withdrawn the troops from that side of the river. But notwith¬ 
standing tho expression of indig.natioh on the part of tho 
Nawuub, and his acknowledged distaste to tlio contemplated 
measure, Clive did not despair of ultimately obtaining Ins 
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consent:,^—to wliich Mr. Watts and Omeen Chund, wbo liad 
“ ' rjow been appointed the Engliah Agent, were directed to turn 
their attention and exertions* 

Ifi the mean time the French, wliilst soliciting the protec¬ 
tion and assistancof of the Nawaub, strenuously exerted them¬ 
selves to bring about some agreement with the English;—and 
the Council at Calcutta, hopeless of the Nawaub^s oonsent to 
hostilities, and fearing to imdertalA any aggressive^ measure 
in opposition to his wishes, consented to entertain a treaty of 
neutrality in Bengal,—to be guaranteed by the Nitwaitb. Bat 
when all points seemed about to be adjusted, an unexpected 
difficulty arose from the circumstance of the 'Cbnncil at Chau- 
dernagoro being subordinate to that of P.oiidichorry,—and 
consequently, any agreement made by the Ibmer was not 
obligatory on the latter,—whilst the act of tho Council at 
Calcutta was definitive.^ 

This was a serious and startling objection,the more so ^Yhca 
the ooiuluct of Dupleix on a similar occasion was remember¬ 
ed, iu which ho had disavowed the authority of La Boiu- 
donnais to ransom Madras, which had surrendered to 
him in September 1740.t Admiral Watson, under these cir¬ 
cumstances, refused to ratify the treaty : Colonel Clive urged 
upon liim the necessity of either doing that, or determining at 
once to attack the settlement, wutli or without tho Naw'aub's 
sanction;—the more so as official intelligcnco of the war 
between Franco and England was received at this time, now 
the first week of March. At this crisis a circumstance occiu*- 
red which materially favoured the vioNvs of tho English: 
Sooraj-oo-dowlah had just IiOvOrd of the taking of Delhi by 
Ahmed vShah Abdallie, and also that an incursion into Bengal 
was contemplated by that formidable Monarch ; alarmed at 
this intelligence, he looked to the British assistance as the 
only olmnoe of oimbling him to oppose the threatened attack 
of the Doorniiiee Chief, and accordingly he immediately adopt¬ 
ed a more conciliatory line of policy. Nund Komar, tho Gover¬ 
nor of lloogbly, had also been brought over by Omeen Chund 
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interests, and his representations, coirpled with 


the dread of the Afghan invasion, though they could not 
bring about a direct consent to the attack upon the French 
Settlement, rendered tho Nawaub more indifferent to the ovi- 
dcntly hostile preparations of the English. 

On the very (My that Olive received a request from Sooraj* 
oo-Dowlah to aid him against Ahmed Shah, intclligonco 
reached Calcutta that Commodore James Jiad arrived tit the 
moutli of the river with three ships from Bombay, liaviug on 
board a reinforcement, from thtit Presidency of two Companies 
of European Infantry and a detachment of Artillery.^ 

This reinforcement was brought round in the Commodore’s 
own frigate, tho with the OrLrd and Mukmuiy Com¬ 

pany’s ships; they had made a comperaiively rapid passage con¬ 
sidering the season of the year, having loft .Bombay on the ^2Cth 
of the preceding October,immediately on receipt of intolligcnco 
at that Pre.siclcncy of the capture of Calcutta in the previous 
Juno. The Commodore had heen obliged to bear down to the 
south as far as of that latitude, and then eastward to the 
meridian of Acheen Head, from whence, with tho north-oo.st 
monsor«n, he made the entrance of the I tooghly. On tliew’ay 
he captured Vfndten^ a French Indiaman, laden with military 
stores and proviLUons. 

d'he two Oompaiiies of Bombay Infantry on board those 
ships, were very strong, amounting together to xipwarJs of 
300 men, of whom however about one-third were Malabar 
Topasscs. Tho officers who came round with this Betach- 
meut were Captains Buchanan and Armstrojig, commanding 
the two Companies of Infantry ; Captain laoutenant Eger- 
ton. Lieutenants Palmer, Molitore, Walsh, and Ensign llo- 
bertson. Captain Robert Barker appears to have command¬ 
ed the JcUdI of Artillery, which w^as most probably a por- 


• Onne, vol. U, p. iat>, snya ‘‘tliroc CompftuiSs of Infantry anii one of AvUllery.'*— 
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-St: tion of the three Companies of Royal Artillery which had 
been sent from England to Bombay with Colonel Clive in 

1765 * 

At the same time, a report was brought that the Cunibcr- 
land of 71 guns, which had parted from the squadron after 
leaving Madras, had arrived at Balasore with tho remaining 
portion of tire Detachment of 11. M.'s 89th Regiment on 
board. Colonel Clivo now urged tho Members forming tho 
Soleot Committee of the Council, to adopt decisive measures,— 
and having won over Major Kilpatrick to his views, and 
voting Mr. Drake’s opinion, of which no one could make any¬ 
thing, wn of inion at uf/,—-whilst Mr. Beecher, the lenrain- 
ing Member, recorded his own neutrality,—he obtained the niii- 
jority of votes and made his arrangements at onco.t 

Ho wrote to the Nawaub that he would join him as soon 


as the report of Uio advance of tho Afghans received confir¬ 
mation, and that in tho mean time he would move up as fat 
as Chandernagore. Accordingly tho troops broke up from the 
encampment which they had formed opposite to Calcutta, on 

the 7th of March, and proceeded very slowly towards Chauder- 
nagore-,—the Infantry by land and the Artillery by water,—so 
as to give the Bombay Detachment time to join them before 
entering tlio French boundary. Admiral "Watson, however, 
still persisted in liis refusal to co-operate without tho Na- 
waubs consent, but he wroto to that Prince in a very angry 
g(j.|p^_poiiil.iug out that tlio P’ronob hod employed his name 
as a guarantee to a treaty they had no power to conclude, 
and therefore deserved no favour,—complaining that tho terms 
of the treaty mads on tho 9th of February had not been 
acted up to, particularly ns regarded the promise of resti¬ 
tution and compensation,—accusing him of .assisting the 
French with men and money,—and concluding by saying that 
if arrangements were not made within ten days for iulhlliug 
alt the terms of the treaty, he would send to the coast for 
Inore troops s.nd ships, and that he 'rould kindle such ajlnme 
in the country, as all the waters of the Gaiiyes should not 


• First K«port ftoM the Select Commiitcc, LorC Clive’s BvWcucc, p. 14 . 
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ie to extinguish^ This renmrlvablo letter closed vtithtlie 
following significant warning, Rcmcmher that heiiromises you 
thU^ U'/io never yet hrofee his word tvith you or with any man 
whatsoevery Alarmed at the tone thus adopted and the threats 
conveyed, the Nawauh replied in the most liumblo style,— 
denied liaving given any assistance to the French, — I)ledg- 
od himself to the early and full performance of alT the 
terms of the treaty,—and with reference to the proposed attack 
on Gliandcrnagore, observed, You have iinderstanding and 
generosityy if your enemy with an upright heart claims your 
protection you will give him lifey but then you must he well 
satisfied of the innocence qf his inteniio7% ; if not, what¬ 
ever you think right, that 

This letter, \vbich was received on the 13th of March, was 
considered sufficient permission, and the Admiral now agreed 
to assist in the enterprise X and although another letter was 
received the next day, forbidding the attack in tho most po¬ 
sitive terms, this contradiction was looked upon as an indig¬ 
nity, and no attention was paid to it. 

The ^cLdement of Chandernagore, like that of Calcutta, 
consisted of a Fort and a town, one portion inhabited by 
the Europeans and tho remainder by iiativcs, ^Yith a 
small tract of territory around it ; tliis latter commenced at 
11)0 southern boundary of the Dutch settlement of Chinsurali, 
nud extended for two miles along the banks of tho 
river, and about a mile and a half inland ! the Fort was 
situated half-way between the north and south extremities 
of tho territory, and some 30 yards from the river. It 
was a square of about 120 yards, with a Bastion mounting 
10 guns, at each corner; several guns were also placed on the 
Curtains; on tho eastern side was a Ravelin coverin<y the 
SVater Gate and extending to the bank of tho river; on this 
work 8 more guns were mounted. All those guns were of 
heavy calibres, chiefly 24 and 32 pounders, and 3 smaller 
pieces were mounted on the terrace of the church which over- 
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• Iv«:8, p. distinctly states Uiat it was this paragraph lhat cnccnragcd 
the Admiral aud Colonel to proceed iu their attack on Clianderungoro.” 






FKENCH PJJEPAK.ATIONS FOR PKFENCE. 


tc.u(gL 


looked tho walls. Ou hoaxdng of tlie declaration of hos¬ 
tilities, the French had commenced to dig a ditch and throw up 
a Glacis all round the works, but these had not been complot- 
od ; they bad however demolished all the buildings within a 
hundred yards of tho Fort, and erected several Batteries bo-* 
yond the foot of the Glacis, ono of 3 guns on the northern 
side, leading to Chinsurah; ono of 4 gnus to the westward, 
on the high road leading from tliat quarter to the northern 
face ; and to the south, which was considered the moatacces- 
fiiblo side, owing to the cover afforded by the town, they had 
thrown up four Batteries,—three of which were in the principal 
streets leading to the Fort, and the other close to the river, 
about ] 50 yards south of the Fort, commanding a narrow part 
of the channel, in which several vessels had been sunk to 
obstruct the passage of the English squadron. The garrison 
consisted of 600 Europeans and 700 Sipahis and liascars, but 
only 300 of the former wore regular soldiers, the reminder 
consisting of Militia formed from the French inhabitants ; 
to these were also added the crews of the vessels then lying 
oiF the Fort, who must have amounted to between one and 
two hundred more, and \vho proved most active and efficient 
auxiliaries.^ They likewise expected considerable assistance 
from the Governor of Hooghly, in accordance with LhoNawanVs 
promises and directions, and a portion of his troops were 
nctuully in the settlementbut Nund Komar, consequent on 
bis understanding with Omcen Chund, withdrew them on the 
approach of the English ;—exciisingh imself to the Nawaub, 
by stating, that lie wished to save the standard of the pro¬ 
vince from tlio disgrace to which it must have been exposed, 
by assisting the Frouclx against such a superior force as that 
scui against them. 

The Bombay detachment having joined him, Clive com¬ 
menced operations on the 1 Itli of March. On tlio previous even¬ 
ing, he summoned the Garrison to surrender, but received no 
reply. Haying obtained intelligence of the erection of the lour 
Batteries to the south of tho Fort, commanding the approach 
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from the town or by the river side, he mado a detour, 
iiud entered the territories from the westward, along the high 
road loading from that direction to tho northern face of the 
Fort, in which road was situated tho 4-Gnn Battery already 
mentioned, and which was oonimanded by the north-wos|; Bas¬ 
tion. Tho enemy had sent out strong cletachnieDts, which 
skirmished with the English advance, until U o clock in tho 
afternoon, availing themselves of tlieir local knowledge and 
the cover afforded by numerous tbiokets and detached build¬ 
ings ; their fire however was not very destructive, and they 
were at last comiJellcd to take refuge in rear of tho Battery,— 
upon which tlie English took possession of several adjacent 
houses, and kept up so hot a fire of small-arms on this Field 
work, that when night fell, the enemy spiked tho guns and re¬ 
tired into the Fort. In this affair. Captain Coote of II. M.’s 
80lh llogimcnt, particularly distinguished himself. The pos¬ 
session of this important Battery, rendered the four others, 
advanced to the south of tho Fort, perfectly useless,—as they 
were now liaWe to be turned by the rear, and tho details sta¬ 
tioned in them, uuidoprisoners;—to avoid which, the guns and 
men were withdrawn into the Fort by daybreak tho following 
morning. On thelbih, the English established themselves in 
the town and buildings on the southern Esplanade, whore they 
wore tolerably well sbeltercdfroni tlie fire of the garrison. Dur¬ 
ing the IGUi, they were employed in bringing up tho Artillery 
and stores, and on the 17lh, '.hoy opened a h .;avy firo of snmll- 


A. r>. i 7 r.T, 


arms from tlie tops of the houses, and threw a number of shells 
into the place from some cohoriis and a brass .13-iuch mortar. 
This \YU 3 continue 1 daring the 18tb, and a Battery for 5 
Twenty-four pounder guns was commenced in roar of some 
ruins opposite tho south face of the soiith'cast Bostion . the 
deserted Buttery on the side of the river was also occupied 
and prepared for tho reception of 3 Twenty-four pounder 
guns, which, on the lOtli, opened on the south flank and face 
of the north-east Bastion. On this day tho Kent, T. igerf 


• Omie,pp. Ul-fJ.-Malcolm. vol.l, p. 197, who quotes Colonel Clive’s MU*, 
to Mr. Pigoi, Governor of Madrn.'* Xu his evulence, Colonel Clive snv^ guns 
used in ibesf' Batlories wore «U 32 rounders. 
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and Sulii^huru came up and anchored oft' tlie Pmssian Gardens*, 
a little more tbun a mile below the Ibr.,. The navigation of 
such largo vessels so far up the river, had been intended with 
great (lilhciiUy and danger, bnt the skill and nerve of Gaptain 
ypeke, who commanded the Admiral's flag ship, tlie Keni, 
surmounted all obstacles. Above the position taken up by tho 
ships, was an extensive sand bank, which rendered the ohaii-: 
nel very narrow, and this passage, wlrich was under the range 
of tho Fort guns, was made more difficult and dangerous by 
iho enemy having sunk three largo vessels in the chanuelv 
Tbroo other large vessels lay at anchor above tho Forhnnd 
ibeso it w as reported had been prepared as fire ships. 
this the Admiral detorrnined to anticipate their employment, 
and at night he dispatched a strong party in boats to cut their 
cables; this was eflbctually done, and all three vessels drifted 
on tho sands tho crews had however been previously taken 
out to reinforce the garrison. 

Although the Admiral was most anxious to commence tho* 
attack with as littlo delay ns possible, the tides unfortunately 
did not servo at this period,—the flood occurring cither too 
early in the morning or too late in the afternoon ; the interim 
\vas however employed in preparation and examination of tho 
channel. Lieutenant Hey, the third lieutenant of ih^Kcniy 
an intelligent officer, was sent with a flag of truce to the Go- 
vciLior of the Fort, demanding a surre?ider of the place, which 
was courteously but resolutely refused; in passing and re-pass¬ 
ing the channel he carefully examined the situation of the 
sunken vessels, and the following day, tho Muster of the 
Mr. John Delamotto, proceeded in a small boat to sound all 
around tliem, which he gallantly effected under a heavy and 
incessant cannonade from tho Fort, and ascertained that thero 
was sufficient room for one vessel to pass at a timo. Fhis had 
been previously reported to be the case by a Monsieur Terran- 
ncau, an officer of considerable ability, in the French service, 
who, owing to some injury, real or imaginary, received from 
Monsieur Renault, the Governor of Chandernagore, had some 
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J.l THE MAWA..;B sends AID TO THE I'EKNCH. HI 

^"’fete^evioiislvclosorted to Colouol Clive, to whom 1)6 lOiKlerod A. p. j^sr. 
contjiderablo service during the siogo/^ 

Tn tho mean time, the operations on tlio laud side pro- 
ceeclod with great vigour : the fire from tho snuill-urms and 
mortars was kept up with good eftbet, but the t3 gnus on 
the river Battery were silenced on iho SOth, by the superior 
lire of the enemy from tho north and south-east Bastions. 
OniheSist, the fire from tlie Fort brought down a house 
close to tho 5-Gun Battery, injuring several men and retard¬ 
ing tho completion of that on the evening of tho 22iid, 

however, it was finished, and tho guns placed in position, 
whilst the river side Battery was repaired and ordnance again 
mounted in it.+ All being now in readiness, it was determined 
to make a combined attack on the following morning, as tJiero 
w’as no time to he lost,— tho Nawaub having sent a succession 
of messengers and letters, couched in the most menacing terms, 
peremptorily forbidding the attack ; he had also sent forward a 
large detachment of his force, under the command of Rujali 
Dooluh Ham, to assist tho French,—but on their arrival netir 
Hooghly. Nimd Komar persuaded tho commander to halt, by 
representing that tho French must have inevitably surrendered 
before he could possibly arrive to their assistance. 

♦ The autbox of the Mvtakhm'iiit states tliat theEiigUf^h were incited to 
th-J expedition by the reproseuUiiione of QjIs oflicer, whom he terms ‘^Moonher 
Terno^'* and who he 8«ya rendered great assistauec to the AdD)ifal in pointing ruu 
the naiTow passage tiiul had been left between the sunken vessels. Monsieur JRoy' 
n^oiul, tho quaint Translator of this work, appends tlie following note regarding 
this individual 

“ Terrano, a French officer, who, dissntisfted with Ilenaud, the Governor of tho 
Fort, went over, uot to the Aduiiral, but to the Colonel, to whom he became of some 
use. 

This mau, who had some merit, having made money in the English service, 
sent a few years afwr a snpjdy to his faUier in France, promising to take care of him 
henceforward. The old man returned the money, with a letter, in which he protesU’d 
against holding any correspondence w'itlr a traitor to his country ; and the son. in 
despair at Uie style of the letter, hanged himself at his own door, with his own Loud- 
kerchief. He was a tall, i>ioui man, who having lost his right arm by a ball of can¬ 
non. bad fcnind means to write legibly with the left, and what is more, to write a 
imrnpblet on Artillery, in good English. The officer.s at first would not admit him 
in their Corps, but the Goloncl remonstrated, nod he observed, lliat bis word w'ss 
engagul to tlu! man on lliat ailicle, and Uiat a allure on his port would pre¬ 
clude any further dcsertiona." 
i Orme, vol. 2, p. 112. 
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Murolu Arrived at Tngcllce ; and this gallant officer, hearing the 

•aate of aflairs, and a^Yaro of the impossibility of bringiifig iiji 


tlio vessel in time to participate in tho expected action, toofi 


his barge, strongly manned, and rowing night and day, reached 
the fleet a few hours boforo the attack commenced, when ho 
immediately lioistod his flag on board tho 

On the morning of tho 28rd, tho three ships weighed 
anchor. It was previously arranged that tho Tiger should 
take np a position opposite the north-east Bastion, tho KeiH 
abreast of tho Curtain and 'Ravelin, and tho Saluhiirg against 
tho south-east .Bastion. At sunrise on the 23rtl of March, the 
two land Batteries opened their fire, which was immediately and 
gallantly answered by the more powerful Artillery of the Fort, 
with greater effect, whilst an incessant roll of musketry was 
jnaintained by the troops from tho houses, and by the enemy 
from the ramparts. 

In the moan time the three vessels moved slowly upwards 
with the tide, the Tiger leading; tliis ship first came along¬ 
side tho Kavelin, and by one well-directed broadsido complete¬ 
ly cleared tliat defence; she then proceeded onwards, and 
about 7 A. M., got into her position abreast of the north-east 
Bastion. The Ke?if, which followed next, let go lier anchor 
opposite to tho Kavelin as previously arranged, but at thid 
moment a sudden, heavy, and well-directed fire from tho ram¬ 
parts, killed several men and severely wounded Captain Speke; 
tins caused a momentary confusion, during which, the cable, 
not being stopped in time, ran out to its full length, and the 
ebb tide having mado just before, the vessel dropped down 
from her allotted post, until her poop was beyond the south¬ 
east Bastion, and thus she became also exposed to tho heavy 
guns from tho east flank of the south-west Bastion, 
which tho enemy availed themselves to the full extent, 
poiuing in a very destructive fire of cannon and musket¬ 
ry ; by this accident the Salisbnrg w’as unfoi;tnnatrly 
thrown out of the action altogether, and obliged to anchor 
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160 yards below the Fort. During the whole time that A. T». n.^T. 
the Kent and Tiger were getting into their positions, the 
enemy kept up a heavy and well-directed cannonade upon them, 
withoiit a single shot being returned ; but as soon as the two 
vessels w^ere fairly at anchor, they opened their broadsides 
with tremendous effect, wiiilst a hot discharge of musketry 
was kept up from tho tops, la the inteum, the two Bat¬ 
teries on shore maintained an incessant cross-fire on tho east¬ 
ern Bastions, whilst the two ships battered them in front, and 
tho troops from the bouses kept \ip a continued fusilade of 
small arms. To all this the enemy replied in tho most gal- 
htur. and skilful manner, whilst for three hours naught was 
to bo beard but one incessant roll of artillery and musketry, 
tho crashing of timbers or masonry, the shouts and cheers of 
the combatants on either side, mingled with the shrieks and 
groans of the wounded and the dying. Tho Hank guns of the 
south-west Bastion galled the Kent very severely, and tho 
Admiral ordered all the lower deck guns that could be brought 
to bear, to fire on this Battery,—which they at last succeeded iu 
silencing: but about eight o’clock, several of the enemy’s shot 
struck the Kent at the same moment, and ignited some car¬ 
tridges, which by (heir explosion, sot fire to the wad nets and 
other loose articles on board, and filled tho lower deck with 
smoke i an alarm of fire was given, and tho idea spread that 
a shell had fallen into the gunner’s store-rooms ; this notion 
struck a panic into tho’crew, and some 70 or 80 men jumped 
out of the port-holes info the boats that were alongside. Tho 
enemy soon became aware of this confusion, and redoubled 
their cannonade. The fire was however, quickly extinguished, 
by tho exertions of Lientonant William Brereton, commanding 
the lower dock, who then ruslied to the ports and exhorted 
the men iu the boats to return on board, upbraiding them for 
deserting their quarters; at first this was of no avail, when he 
exclaimed, Are you Britons ? You Englishmen^ and Jl,y 
from danger I for shame, for shame /” This reproach had tho 
desired efioct, they returned on board to a man, and as if to 
atone for their temporary dereliction from duty, renewed their 
fire with increased spirit and alacrity.♦ 


♦ Ires, p. 129. 
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^ ■ Soon itfter tins, tho fire from tho Fort began to slacken, as 
one by one, their grins were dismounted; and at 0 o’clock their 
Batteries having been all nearly silenced and their parapets 
destroyed, they hung out a flag of truce, on which the can¬ 
nonade was immediately suspendod, and Captain Oooto, with 
Lieutenant Brercton, the only 6fficer on board the lie/pl un- 
wonnded, were sent to receive their proposals for surrender ; 
some hours were spent in arranging tho terms, daring which 
period, several ofBcers with about 60 of tbe beat troops and 
some ^0 sipahis, quitted the Fort and marched to the north¬ 
ward., where they subsequently joined Monsieur Law, tho 
Chief of the French factory at Kossiiabazar. At 3 o’clock 
in tho afternoon, when no hope of further efFcotive resistance 
remained, tbe capitulation was liaally concluded, and the Fort 
eurrendered to Admiral Watson as tho senior ofiBcer. The 
terms were simple ; the Civilians were allowed to go whore they 
pleased with their clothes and linen,—the European portion of 
the garrison surrendered as prisoners of war, the officers being 
admitted on parole,—the native portion were permitted to go 
to their homes.* 

Tho conductor the French on this occasion was most credita¬ 
ble, and well worthy the acknowledged gallantry of that nation ; 
Monsieur Renault, the Governor, displayed great courage and 
determination; but tho chief morit of tho defenco was duo to 
Ifonsieur Dovignes, commander of tbo French Company’s Bliip 
Saira Cordli/sf: ho took charge of tho Bastions and directed 
their firo with great skill and judgment, and by his own ex¬ 
ample inspired energy and courage into all those around hiin.f 
Their loss was heavy considering the extent of the garri¬ 
son, amounting to about 50 killed and double that uutnlmr 
wounded. Amongst the prisoners was a deserter from the 
Tiget y a Corporal Lee of tho Marines, whoso exertions in the 
ouemy’s mortar Battery had been very ofiective; ho had been 
wounded during the action, and was finally sent homo a pri¬ 
soner to England. Within the Fort were nearly 50 European 


• Vide ApponeUx G, 
f Onne, vqI. 2, pp. U4-J. 
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The loss of the assailants was very severe. On board a. 0 . 
the Tiger^ Mr. Phillips, the Master, and 14 men were lalled. 
Admiral Fococke was slightly wounded, Mr. Patcr^ the Mate, 
lost an arm, Messrs. Wilkinson, Tliorjapsoii, and Cribble, Mid- 
shipmoij, and 41 men were wounded. On board the Kent^^li. 
Perreau the first Lieutenant was killed, and Jft*. Rawlins Hey, 
the third Lieutenant, and Mr. William Speke, a Midship- 
mat), were mortally wounded; the latter was the son of the 
Captain, and the same ball that caused the son’s death wouudr 
ed the father very severely.t Mr, Stanton, the Second Lieu¬ 
tenant, Mr. JBarncs, the Purser, Mr. Lister, the Admiral s Score 
tary, and Messrs. Harriot and Wood, Midshipmen, were severe¬ 
ly wounded ; 37 men were killed and 74 wounded. Three of the 



• Mr. Ives mentions an iociAent regorAin j the relief of a Trench gentleman., who 
bad siifTerad the loss of hia property during the siege, wlihh bIionts that eveiv ;ii 
those the horrors of war might be tempered by a humauo and civilized 

enemy. Hi» statement is ns follows 

It happened unfortunately that Mons. Nicolas^ a man of a most amiable 
rlnvracter, and the fatlier of a large family, bad not been so provident os tlie 
rest of his countrymen, in securing his effects within the fort, but had lett them 
in the town ; consequently upon Colonel Clivc'a first taking possession oi the 
place, they bad idl been plundered by otir common soldiers ; and the poor gentle¬ 
man and bis family hereby were to tUl appearance ruined. The generous and 
humauo Captain Speke having heard of tlie hard fate of Mons. NicAihs, took 
core to repieseni it to the two admirals in all ita affecting ciroumst.aiccs; who 
iimnediately advanced the sum of ItOO rupees each. Their evamplo was followed 
by the fiNC captains of the squadron, who subscribed SOOO between them. Mr. 
Ijoidije added 800 more ; and the same hnm was thrown iu by another person, who 
was a sincere wellwishor to this unfortunate gentleman: so that a present of 
0000 r.tpees, or i*2Wh sterliiig, wab in ft few minutes collected towards tiie relief of 
this valuable Fretwhman, ainl his distressed family. 

One of the company was presently dispatched wiih this money, who had orders 
to acquaint Mons. Nicolas, ‘‘that a few of his Engllsk friends de.^irud his aocep 
tuiice of it, as a sniall testimony of the very high esteem they, hud foi his moral 
character, and of Uieir unfeigned BvuipaUiy with him in his inisforuiues.” The 
poor gentleiiittij, quit© transported at such an instance of generosity in an enemy, 
cried out iu a sort of. extacy, GooU (!o<lf tfiey are friends ndeedr —He accept 
ed of the present witlr great thankfulness, and desired that “ his mo:.t grate 
fill acknowledgements mi^u be made to bi« unknown benefactors; for who>c 
iiuppineos, and the happinesB of their families, not only bis, but ihc prayers oi his 
chadren’a cJuIdren, he hoped, would frequently be presented to Loaveu.’*-He could 
mid no more “ Th.i lenns which ran plentifully down his cheeks, bespoke tli« 
feehng$ of his heart; and ptdeed implied muih more than even uifh all the 

powers of oratory could possibly have expressed. ’ 


t Vide Appendix li. 
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lower deck guns were dlsmouiitod, and tlie vessel had 6 shots in 
her masts and 142 in her hull, besides groat damage done to 
her rigging. The loss of tho troops was cornpanitively trifling, 
amounting during the action to only one man killed and 10 
wounded, tUoir total loss during tho siege, not exceeding 30 
or 40 killed a id wounded.’^ 

The immediate capture of the Fort was doubtless to be 
attributed to the exertions and conduct of the two vessels, 
but there is every reason to bolievo tliat it would have 
ultimately fallen to tho troops, oven wilhdiit that valuable 
aid, providing no active opposition had been experienced 
from the Nawaub; an opinion which Colonel Clive express¬ 
ed before the attack, and subsequently recorded in his 
evidence before the Parliamentary Committee.t The troops 
engaged in this snccesaful and, in its results, most important 
affair, wero tlio^details of tho Bengal, Madras and Bombay 
Artillery, tho detachment of H. M.*s 80th Begiment, the 
Bengal Battalion, (now the \st Beyujal European FuniliersJ 
the detaohmeuts of the Madras and Bombay European 
Battalions, tlio Bengal Sipahi 33attaliou, fnow the 1st 
liegitnent of Native Infantry J and the detachment of Madras 
Sipaliis. 

luuxi eel lately after possession was taken of the Fort, a de¬ 
tachment was sent in pursuit of the party who had escaped; 
but the latter being assisted by tho NuwauVs officers, and 
having a long start, managed to reach Kossimbazar w ithout 
interruption, and the detaclunent finding pursuit useless, re¬ 
turned to Camp. 

Tho amount of property acquired by the capture of Chan- 
clernngore was valued at £130,000 sterling J 

When the Nawaub heard of this eifcent, he was exceed¬ 
ingly enraged, but at the same time he received very posi¬ 
tive (though false,) intelligenco from Putna, that a por¬ 
tion of Ahmed Shull’s force was in full march to invade 
the province of Behar, and that they had entered into an 


♦ Firak Koport of the Select ComTnitteo, \\ 10. 
t First Beport of Uie Select Commiitee, Lord Olivc'3 evidence, p, 16. 
i Onne, vol. 2, p. liO.—Ives. p. 130. 
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lent with Ballajee Rao, the Mahrattah General, who was a. d, nor. 
^t^attack Bengal at the same time. Alarmed at this intelli¬ 
gence, Sooraj-oo-dowlah dissembled his anger against the 
English, and wrote to both the Admiral and Colonel Olive, 
congratulating them on their recent success,—expressing his 
earnest desire to continue on terms of friendship and alliance, 

—and oflbring the territory of Chandernagoro to the English, 
oil the same terms on which it had been held by the 1‘reueh : 
as a further proof of his sincerity he restored a portion of 
the English effects he had captured the previous year, and 
paid up 450,000 rupees in cash, in part compensation for 
what had been destroyed or made away with, in accordance 


with the treaty concluded in Eebruary. 

Notwithstanding theso professions, he still entertained 
strong suspicions of the English, and there is no doubt that 
ho meditated their injury and destruction, whenever oppor¬ 
tunity should offer. He directed Rajah Doolub Rum to 
encamp with tlie division of the Army under his command, at 
riassey, on the island of Kossimbar.ar, 30 miles to the south of 
Moorshedabad. This measure was but little consonant with his 
protestations of amity and confidence, and it was ncoordingly 
delermined to put them to the tost by requesting him to give 
up all the other French factories and subjects remaining in his 
dominions. Nothing could have been more repugnant to his 
wishes and intentions than siicli a proceeding, and ho accord¬ 
ingly evaded compliance, alleging in excuse, that as a feuda¬ 
tory of the Emperor he could not contribute to the destruc¬ 
tion of Europeonv«», who had been established in the province 
so long, under the sanction of so many successive monarchs ; 
forgetting how little he had been restrained by any such con¬ 
sideration during tho previous year, when he attacked tlio 
English and captured and destroyed their factories at Ivos- 


, siinbazar and Calcutta. 

Utider theso circumstances, Clive made up his mind to 
remain in Bengal, and to retain all the troops until the fol¬ 
lowing September, as he foresaw that nothing but intimid.a- 
tion would induce the Nawaub to comply fully with the terms 
he bad agreed to,- and further, that to reduce the British force 
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T. in the province at that time, woulrl bo to offer a tomptatiori to 
liis avarice and revenge, and seriously endanger the Company's 
possessions.* The ships all returned to Calcutta, where the 
Ke7it, which was an old vessel, and had sult’orod so miioli in 
the recent affair, was condemned ; but Coloiiei Clive moved the 
troops to Ilooghly, and encamped them on the plain to the 
north of that town, as affording the best position either to 
overasve or to act against tlio Nawaub. 

The arrival of the Cumberland had added but little to the 
KtT\ ngtli of the Force. 300 Infantry had originally been em- 
ha:ked on this ves.sel, when the expedition left Madras, of 
whom two Companies, amounting to upwards of 200 men, 
belonged to the Madras Battalion, and the remainder, under 
100, to H. M. a 39th Regiment. Having been greatly de¬ 
layed on the passage, and striking on a sand bank off Point 
Palmyro.8, Admiral Pococke was forced to hear away for Viza- 
gapatain, where he found that factory in great fear and anxiety, 
expecting to be attacked by Monsieur Bussy; ho accordingly at 
the request of the local authorities, landed ope Company of the 
Madras Battalion there, and the currents being still opposed to 
his progress, he returned to Madras; — where under the orders 
of that Presidency, ho ro-landed the retnaiader of the Madras * 
Battalion, and took in their place a number of convfdesceiit 
sailors belonging to the fleet. There now only remained on 
board the Company of H. M.'s 39ih, amounting to about 90 
men, and with these he arrived at the mouth of the Hooghly, 
in Lime to participate himself in the capture of Chaiiderangore, 
but not to admit of the troops being employed ; —they were 
moreover iii a very sickly condition, having suffered greatly 
during the protracted voyage. t 

The force now assembled in camp and giu rison aniouutod to 
upwards of 1100 Europeans, including Topusses and Artillery, 
with some 2000 Sipahis : many of the prisoners taken at 
Cliaiulernagore, amongst whom were«ome Dutch and Germans, 
ns well as French, took service in the Company’s Battalion, as 
did also some of the sailors of the Ke/tfy when that vessel was 
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ihed ; of the latter, however, it would appear that the a. D. i7ot* 
greater numbor entered into tlio Artillery. 

The immediate dread of an Afghan invaaion having passed 
away, the Nawaub’s resentment towards the English increased^ 
and Monsieur Law having informed him that a fleet of 40 Frenoh 
slops had actually arrived in India, and were at the time 
attacking Bombay, ho assumed a more overbearing tonOj and 
resumed his former evasions regarding the treaty,—the terms of 
which wore yet incomplete. C6lonel Olivo now wrote to him 
to the eiTect that nothing could convince the English that ho 
boro them tlie good will of an Ally, but permission to attack 
the French factory at Kossimbazar, and that his dignity 
would be preserved by adopting a line of non-interference. 

This request provoked tbo Nuwaub to excess, and in the ex¬ 
travagance of his passion he threatened to put Mr. Watts to 
death; but he as suddenly repented of this imprudence, and 
being equally anxious to keep the English from his Capital, 
and at the same time to preserve the French for future con¬ 
tingencies, ho furnished Monsieur Law with money, arms, 
and ammunition, and ordered him to march slowly towards 
Behar, but to expect and bo prepared for an early summons 
to return to Moorshedabad, as 30on as circumstances should 
enable him to assume a more hostile attitude. 

Monsieur Law, who was an officer of discernment and abi¬ 
lity, had already detected the cUsaffcctioii and ill-will homo 
towards the Nawaub by many of his principal officers, and hi 
foresaw that opponur.ity only was wanting to organize a pow¬ 
erful conspiracy for his overthrow. lie revealed his suspi¬ 
cious to Sooraj-oo-dowlah, and strongly urged upon him the 
necessity of retaining the French about his person ; but the 
very individuals to whom Monsieur Law referred, exerted thoir 
iufluonce over the Nawaub, and pointing out tho impolicy of 
quarrelling with the victorious und powerful English on ac¬ 
count of the vanquished mid fugitive French, induced him to* 
oonsrmt m dismiss Monsieur Law and his party, which ho 
did, telling him that he hoped soon to send for him again. 

Send for me again ,replied Monsieur Law. '' Be assured my 
“ herd Nawauh that this is the last time we shall see each 
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Other; rcmemher mij teords,—we nhall never meet again ; it 
** is vnarly impossihle!' ^ ^ 

A short time sufficed to prove the truth of this prophecy. 
Oil learning iho departure of this party, * Colonel Ciivo 
prepared to send a detuclnnent ia pursuit of them. This in-, 
telligence further exasperated the Nawauh, who insisted that 
Mr. Watts should immediately return to Calcutta, or give an 
assurance under his hand that th - English would make no 
furtljcr attempts to molest the French. Mj. AVatts .refused 
either altornative, hut obtained permission to consult the 
Council, w’lio ordered him to send all the treasure and more 
Talunblc effects to Calcutta, as opportunity might offer, with¬ 
out exciting suspicion. Colonel Clive also detached Captain 
Grant with a party of 40 Europeans and some Sipabis, to 
protect the Hritish factory at Kossimbazar, and sent a supply 
of aiumiinition m boats concealed under rice.f 

A system of mutual recriminatiou and intrigue now ensiH 
cd, the details of whicli it is unnecessiiry to enter intp;—suf¬ 
fice it to say, that the Nawaub had evidently determined upon 
the destruction of the British, whenever the Squadron sliould 
leave the river, or Colonel Clive return with the troops to 
Madras; and not only did he support and protect the French 
party muler Monsieur Law', but he entered into correspon¬ 
dence with Monsieur Bussy, then at the head of a large force 
in the Noithren Circars, whom he invited to cuter Bengal, 
or at any rate to send iiim a body of regular troops to enable 
him to crush the obnoxious English. It is tolerably cer¬ 
tain that lie would havo commoncod hostilities at once, had 
he not been in fear of attack from other quarters ; the re¬ 
port of an Afghdtt invasion being continually revived, whilst 
J3allajee Kno. the Mahratta Chief in Berar, was known to be 
meditating an incursion into the province. Notwithstanding 
these uceumnlatod dangers, real or imaginary, the unfortunate 
ri'iuce, who appears to liavo been destituto of prudence as be 
was of c' ery other virtue, was daily alienating the regard 
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i^afcening the fidelity of all the principal men at lii9 A* a mr. 


Court. 


The Buckshee, Meer Jaffier Khan, an officer who in his 
younger days had proved himsolf a man of character and spirit, 
which Iiad raised him in the favor and esteem of the late AH 
Venlee KiiSn, and who now commanded the Army of tho 
state, as well as a cotisiderablo force of his own, was grievously 
oflended at the insolent and capricious treatment ho received 
at the hands of the youngs Nawaub,r who viewed his influenco 
at the Durbar and his relationship to tho Boyalfamily, he being 
a son-in-law of the late Ali Verdeo Kh&n, as an additional offence i 
Monik Ohund also, the late Governor of Calcutta, had been re¬ 
cently thrown into prison, from which ho only purchased his 
escape, by payment of a fine of 10 lakhs of rupees. Tho Dewan 
or Minister, liajah Doolub Ham, took offonoe at finding his moa^ 
sures controlled by a young parasitical favourite, named Mohun 
Lull, upon whom Sooraj-oo*dowlah lavished all his favour 
and aiioction. But the most dangerous of all these dotncsiio 
oiiemies, were tlie Juggut Sethe, the groat Ifindoo Bah-r 
j^ers—wbopc wealth, connections, knowledge, and commer*’ 
cial influence, rendered them all powerful throughout the pro¬ 
vince. Accustomed to tho just and politic rule of Ali Verdoe 
Khrin,—whose confidence they had largely shared, and whose 
countenance and protection they had always experienced,— they 
trembled for their wealth under tho capricious and tyrannioal 
government of f?ooraj-oo-dowlah : an anxiety fully justified by 
die inordinate avarice and unscrupulous conduct of that Prince. 
Under these circumstances, they determined to turn to the best 
account, the spirit of discontent and rebellion thou existing 
in tliu Durbar. The English power offered tho most effectual 
agency for this purpose, and to secure this they bent their whole, 
attention, fanning tho flames of discord between that nation and 
the Nawaub. At length they ventured the experiment of ascer- 
taining how far tho former were inclined to enter info a league 
against the existing ruler. On the 23rd of April, Mr. Watts 
received a rneesage from an officer uumed Yar Lootf Klidn 
re<|ue8lii«n: a secret conference. This Chief, a PuLhan by 
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^birtb, commanded 2000 horae in the NawauVs sendci?, but 
being a man of approved courage, and, after a fashion, 
of fidelity, ho was entertained by the Juggut Seths, for 
their protection in the event of any danger tlireatoning 
them. Mr. Watts deputed Omeen Ohiind as his agent 
in the conference. Yar Lootf KhSn represented that the Na- 
waub was irrevocably bent on the destruction of the Englisli,— 
that at present he was temporizing from political motives, but 
that as soon as all danger from the Patbfins was over, he had 
determined on their extirpation, and had sworn that they 
ehould never again be allowed a footing in the country ;—t)iat 
the Nawatib was about to march immediately to Patna, to 
watch the Pathdas, when the English might easily obtain 
possession of Moorsbedabad ;—that if they would make the 
attempt, he (Yar Lootf Khdn) would join them and if they 
would consent to proclaim him Nawaub, he was certain of the 
fiupport of Eajah Doolub Ham and the Juggut Seths : in return 
for which assistance, he offered to enter into any engagements 
the English should propose. Mr. Watts, who had been warned 
by Colonel Clive to watch for any suoh manifestation of the evi¬ 
dent feeling then existing at the Durbar, gavo the project 
every encouragement, and immediately communicated the cir¬ 
cumstance to the Colonel, who approved of his conduct, and 
at once countermar^ded a party ho was about to send after 
Monsieur Law, writing a very civil letter to the Nawaub at 
the same time.^ Scarcely had this affair been broached* when 
a similar, but far more important offer, was made by Meer 
Jaffier Khan, through tlte medium of Kojah PetrooS; the Arme ¬ 
nian Merchant, who had boon formerly employed by the Eng¬ 
lish tonegociate the treaty in the preceding February. The 
superior influence and positior. of Meer JafRor Khan nt once 
determinedOliveand theSelectCommittee of the Council to de¬ 
cide in his favour. Mr, Watts was authorised to conclude the 
terms of the nogochUion, and received general instrnctioijs as to 
tlic nature and extent of the stipulations he was tJ demand oir 
behalf of the English; the chief of wliich were a full pecuniary 
compensation for all previous losses, public or private, and 
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fiple reward to tho Company and all concerned for pre¬ 
sent risks and contemplated services. These measures were 
decided upon at a meeting of the Committee, held on the Ist 
of May, after which, Clive returned to the camp, which, at the 
suggestion of Meer JafBer Khdn, he at once broke up, —sending 
ono-balf of the troops, including tho Artillery, to Calcutta, 
under the command of Major Kilpatrick, and tho remainder 
to Chandernagore:—he also wrote to tho Nawaub, stating that 
he had done so, — and requesting that, as a corresponding proof 
of his pacific intentions, tho force encamped at Plassey under 
Rajah Dooliib Ram might also be withdrawn.* 

By this time Booraj-oo-dowlah had received positive intelli¬ 
gence of the retreat of Ahmed Shdh Abddllie witlx the Afgb&u 
force from Delhi, and being thus relieved from his fears in that 
quarter, and buoyed up with the expectation of assistance from 
Jilpnsieur Bussy, he considered it less necessary to temporise 
with the English: instead therefore, of removing the Division 
of his Army from Plassey, ho ordered Meer Jaffier Khdn 
with whom he had previously effected a formal reconcilia¬ 
tion, to proceed with 1*5,000 men, to reinforce Rajah Doo- 
lub Ram. The detachment of Europeans and Sipahis under 
Captain Grant, which Colonel Clive had ordered up to rein¬ 
force the factory at Kossirabazar, had been stopped at Kut- 
wah ; but the Nawauh, having been falsely informed that 
the English were secretly introducing soldiers into that 
factory, sent a large body of troops and retainers to invest 
and search tho place, when the garrison Avas found to consist 
of only 40 Europeans and 8 Topasses,—of the former 20 were 
tho Artillerymen sent up with the Nawaub in February, and 
the remainder were chiefly French deserters. 

At the same t’me he wrote to JMonsieur Law to remain at 
Bhagnlpore pending furiher instructions, and began to make 
his preparation for the approaching struggle. His great ob¬ 
ject of dread was the fire of the vessels of war, of the effect of 
wliose broadsides at Budge-Budge, Calcutta and Chanderna- 
gore, he bad received exaggerated accounts; and in the excess 
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of his ignorance and timidily, he conceived it possible tlmt 
they could proceed up tho great branch of the Ganges, and 
then come down tho Kossimbazar river to Moorshedabad ; to 
guard against wliicli, he caused largo piles to be ^unk across 
that stream, opposite to Sootoy, about 20 miles above tlio City. 

Moer Jaffier Khan having received the order to proceed with 
his troops to Plassey, whore an intrenched Camp had been 
formed, thought that any signs of reluctance or hesitation might 
give rise to suspicion, and accordingly ho marched from Moor- 
sbeJabad on tho 29th April, leaving hie agent to carry on the 
corrospondenoe with Mr. Watts ; this gentleman, to remove 
suspicion, ordered Captain Grants cletachmont, still remain¬ 
ing at Kntwoh, to return to Calcutta; at the same time ho 
dispatched Mr. Scrafton to the Select Committee, to receive 
their final instructions ; these were issued on the fithoi May, 
and communioatod Meer Jaffier Khan's agent. The latter 
took them to Plassey for the approval of his principal, and 
ro, turned to the city on the 14tli. Meer Jaffier Kh^n consented 
to the whole of the terms; but at the same time he mudo a 
particular request that Omeoii Cbund might not be made 
acquainted with tho confederacy, as he looked upon lum as an 
intriguing Hindoo, without tho slightest fortitude or honesty. 
Unfortunately, Omeen Chnud already knew too much, and Mr, 
Watts found that, however desirable it might be to keep him 
in ignorance, it was now impossible. The wily Bengallee dis¬ 
covering from the rcluctanco with which he wlis intrusted with 
tlie secret, that but little benefit was iutoiided for him individu¬ 
ally, beyond his share, in common with tho other Hindoo mer*^ 
chants, of tho compensation for the losses sustained in Calcutta, 
in tho previous June, now made use of his knowledge to enforce 
ooinpliance with his demands ; he put in a claim to one-sixth 
of tho Nawaubs jewels, which were rated at four millions and 
a half sterling, though generally supposed to be much more 
valuable ; hu also demanded a coinmissiou of o per cent, on all 
the Nawanb s property, —at the same time givingit to be clear¬ 
ly understood, that refusal would bo attended with a di.scovory 
of tho whole plan. Mr. Watts, although astonished and alarm¬ 
ed at tho audacity of these demands, and the villainy of tho 
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nccompanying them, evaded a positive rcpiy, but soothed 


him by an appearance of general aoquiesccuco and a promise 
of rolerring his demands to the Select Committee. Accordingly, 
on llio Uth of May, he transmitted tho articles of the treaty 
as submitted by himself and accepted by Meet Jatfier Khan, 
at the same lime announcing the treacberons conduct of Oraeen 
Cbund, and giving an account of sevoral otlier instances of his 
intrigues and roguery,—in which, for the sake of personal be¬ 
nefit, iio bad not only injured and endangered the JEnglish 
interests, but had defrauded tliem to a considerable extent.— 
The Council were equally astonished and indignant at the con¬ 
duct of Omeeu Cliuiid, and for some time were doubtful as to 
the course to be adopted with reference to his exorbitant pro¬ 
positions, until Colonel Clivo suggested that the best plan 
would be to foil him with his own weapon of deceit. 

It was accordingly determined to prepare two copies of the 
treaty,—one real, tho other lictitioas; in the reoi one,—which 
alone wa.sto be considered binding,—to make no mention, wiia!- 
everof Omecu Chiind; but in the fictitious one,—which waste 
be shewn to the intriguing Hindoo,—to include a stipulation in 
his favour for the sum of twenty lakhs of rnpccsbotli treaties 
to be signed byMeer Jafficr Khan and also by tho Admiral, 
Colonel Clive, and tho Members of the Select Committee. The 
two copies were accordingly prepai’cd with great secrecy,— 
the real one on white, the fictitiou.s one on red paper. 
When all was ready, a difficulty arose, owing to tho Admiral, 
from a proper sen.se of honour, refusing to pat his name 
t! the false one ; as however bis signature was indispen¬ 
sable to lull the suspicion of Omeon Chnnd, it was coun¬ 
terfeited ; a procoeding.whichtbongb Admiral Watson bore no 
pert in, there is every reason to believe ho was fully acquainted 
with.* d he odium of this transaction, however,rests with Clive, 
and though ho rendered tlie Government an essential service at 
the moment, he did so at the expense of a stain upon his own 
character, which no expediency can justify, nor casuistry can 
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for Mr. Watts, were slightly mocUhed by the Select Com¬ 
mittee, ami were as follosvs : to the Company one Kuror of lUi- 
pees ; to tho English inhabitautfl 50 Lahlis; to the Native inha¬ 
bitants 20 Lakhs, and to tho Armenian inhabitants 7 Lnkhs. 
It was also determined to apply for a donation of 25 Laklia 
for tho Squadron, and 26 Lakhs for the Army ;—and finally 
it was proposed to ask for a donation to each of the members 
of the Committee, which unscrupulous suggestion was also, 
generally acceded to.-^f 

These points having been all arranged, it became neoes- 
fiury that some trustworthy person should be deputed to confer 
with Meer Jaffier Khun on the subject of these amended terms, 
with the additional donations, and to procure the final and 
formal ratification of the treaty : but that officer being still 
oncampod atPlassey, this was a matter of some difficulty, as the 
Nawaub’s suspicions were liable to be roused by such a mea¬ 
sure. Fortunately, a circumscanoe had occurred a few days 
before, which afforded a favourable opportunity for making 
the attempt. On the 3rd of May, a stranger calling himself 
Govind Kae, had arrived at Calcutta, bearing a letter purjjort- 
ing to be from Ballujee Rao, the Malirattah Chief of Berar, 
dated from Golkonduh, in which he proposed to co-operate 
w ith the Finglish against tlie Nawaub, and offered to march on 
Bi ngal with one hundred and twenty thousand men, immedi¬ 
ately on receiving the summons of tho English Governor.f 

There were several circumstances that causod a suspicion as 
to the authenticity of this document, and it was tho general 
impression of tho Council, that it was a scheme of tho 
Naw'aub to ascertain tb.o feelings and intentions of the 
English towards himself. In this dilemma. Colonel Clive, 
with hi.s usual tact and foresight, proposed to commu¬ 
nicate tho letter to the Nawaub, assuming a belief of its 
autlieniioity,—so that should it be a scheme of Sooraj-oo-dow- 

• Oftlcial Treaty.—First Report of ll»e Select CommiUee,—Appendix, p. 105.— 
Lord CHve’s erideuce, p. 19. Mr. Beccher’a evidence, pp. 1^-13, and Second 
Rfpori, p. 19. 
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le nrtiiico would thus bo tnrnecl upon himself,—-and if A X)^ ivyr. 

was a veritable proposition from Ballojee Hao, nothing was more 
likelY to remove all suspicion as to the designs of the English, 
than (bis apparent frankness and confidenoe, at the same time 
that it afforded the desired opportunity of sending up a person 
to communicate personally withMeer Jafher Klidn. According¬ 
ly, Ciivewrote to the Nawanb, to say that he had sent Mr. Scraf- 
ton to communicate a matter of great importance, and that 
gentleman was intrusted with the Mahrattah letter, and di¬ 
rected to endeavour to commimicato with Meer Jafiier Kh&u 
by the way. Mr. Scraflon started on his mission, but was un¬ 
able to hold any intercourse with Meer Juffier KhSn, as ho 
was stopped at Plassey by the Navvaiib’s eniivisarios, and com¬ 
pelled to take the direct road to Moorsbedabad, where ho arri¬ 
ved on the 4th,and made over the Mahrattah letter to Sooraj-oo- 
dowlah, together with one from Colonel Clive, to the following 
effect :— 

1 have sent Mr. Sorafton to communicate a matter of rhe 
greatest iioportanco. Notwithstanding all tliat tho English 
“ liavo suffered from you, I give this last proof of my desire to 
livain peace with you. Why do you keep your army in tho 
field ? Tiiey distress all the merchants and prevent us from 
‘‘ renewing our trade. The English cannot stay in Bengal with- 
“ oiu freedom of trade. J)o not induce ns to suspect that voii 
intend to destroy us whensoever yon have an opportunity/'^ 

The Nawaub appeared to be highly pleased at this proof 
of confidence, as he had hoard of Govind Rac's arrival at 
Calcutta, and the object of his mission,—which proved to bo 
genuine ; the letter having been really written byBallajee Kuo. 

His suspicions of the English had just before been greatly 
cnlianood by Omecn Chund, who for his own purposes, had per¬ 
suaded the Nawaub, that they had entered into a coinraunica- 
lion with Monsieur Bussy, proposing a combined attack with 
the French upon Sooraj-oo-dowlab, which report, ahsurd as it 
was, tho Nawaub credited,—and rewarded Omeen Chund with 
an order on the Rajah of Burdwan for Rupees 4,50,000, (ho 
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• amount of nn old loon, which was the sole object that wily iutri-^ 
giicT had in view in coining and commnnioataig rtio report. 
The Nawaub now expressed bis conviction of the good taith of 
the English, and announced his intention of recalling Meet 
Jaflioi' Kbfin witli the troops under his command from Plassey, 
but leaving Kajali DoohibRam there, witli his Division, in order 
that he might be in readiness to co-operate with the English 
against the Mahrattahs, in the event of the latter invading the 
province, which he professed to believe they would do. This 
arrangement would have entirely marred the scheme, as both 
Messrs. Watts and Scrafton Nvere aware that Meer J affier Khan 
would be as unwilling to conclude any decisive measures whilst 
a portion ol the Nawaub’s troops were in the field, as if the 
whole were there. They thoreforo urged Sooraj-oo-dowlah to re¬ 
call the whole,—pointing out the improbability of the Mahrat-* 
tabs making any attempt, if unsupported by the English, and 
that the maintenance of the force at Plassey, could only bo 
construed into a doubt of the good faith of the latter nation,— 
which, after their recent proof of oonddenco and good-will, was 
unjfist and insulting After some hesitation, the Nawaub 
yielded to these arguments, and recalled the whole force to 
Moorsliodabad, where they arrived—Moor Jaffier Khan on 
the 80th of May, and Rajah Doolub Ham on die 3rd June.^ 
Meer Jaffier Khdn on his arrival, immediately pro needed to 
pay his respects to the Nawaub ;-'but the latter being now reliev¬ 
ed from all his fear of hostilities, either from the English or 
Pntbdns, considered that he had no longer any need of that 
officer's aid or services, and giving way to his personal fcolings 
of dislike and jealousy, received him with extreme haughtiness 
and insult,— carried to suvh an extent, as to afford reason to ap- 
preheud inunediate proceedings of a dangerous nature. Meer 
JaffivTKhdn accordingly retired to his own iialace, situated at tho 
southern extremity of the city, which he commenced placing 
in u state of defence,—collected his own immedintc troops 
around him,—and warned all his friends and partizans to hold 
ilicmselvcs in readiness to come to his assistance if required. 
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^Iso sent a trusty messenger to Mr. Watts, to whom A. H. i7e>r. 
that gentleman gave the two treaties—real and fictitious, •— 
together with the separate agreement relative to the donations 
to the Army, Squadron, and Members of the Committee. 

Meor Jaffier Khan, however, declined to sign them until he hr.d 
consulted Rajah Doolub Ram, who had joined in the coU“ 
spiracy. When the latter officer arrived and perused the stipula¬ 
tions, he objected to the enormous pecuniary demands, 
which be declared that the who-le of the Nawaub s trea¬ 
sury v'ould bo unable to meet,—and proposed tiiat instead 
of these, an equal division should be made between Meer 
Jaffi. r Kb6n and the English, of all money and ehects that 
should be obtained. Mr. Watts declined to recede from the 
proposed terms ; bat with a view of removing Rajah Doolub 
Barn's scruples, he offered him the management of the Trea¬ 
sury, with a commission of five per cent, on all sums realized. 

This had the desired effect; — Rajah Doolub Ram relinquisVied 
his objections, and Meej JafHer Kh&n signed the treaty on the 
4 U 3 of June.^ On the same date the Nawaub, not from any 
suspicion of what was on foot, but from his aversion to Meer 
Jaffier Kh5n, and his determination to weaken the authority 
and effect the destruction of that officer, ordered him to resign 
the command of the Army, in favour of a partizau of the 
Nawaub, named Kqjab Haddee. 

All preliminaries being now arranged, it only remained that 
Meer Jaffier Kbaa should solemnly swear to observe the terms 
he had eiitered into ; but owing to the surveillance under 
which Mr. Watts and himself were placed by the Nawaub, a 
personal meeting for this purpose,—which was indispensable, 

—became a matter of considerable difficulty. The former, 
however, relying on the fidelity of his servants, vonturod on e. 
dangerous expedient ; he caused himself to be conveyed in a 
covered palhee, such as was used for the conveyance of women of 
distinction,to Meor Jaffier Khfln's Zenana, into whichhewas ad 
initted without suspicion : here he was received by Meer Jaffier 
Khdn, who, placing the Koran on his own head, and his right 
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band on the head of bis son Meerun, took the reqaisite oath. 
At this conference, Meer Jaflier Kh&rx confessed that he could 
now only command 3,000 troops, on whose services any firm 
reliance could be placed ; but that he expected several other 
Chiefs, whom he knew to be discontented with the Nawaub, 
would join him when matters came to a crisis. He arranged 
and explained tho course he would adopt, if an engagement 
occurred, and earnestly recommended that the English troops 
sliould take tho field, and commence operations at once. It 
was also resolved that he should send a coufideiUial officer, 
by name Omar Beg, to Calcutta, with tho treaties duly signed, 
sealed, and sworn to,—whilst he employed himself in making 
preparations for effectual co-operation. 

Tlie.sc) arrangomonts being finally concluded, nothing more 
remained for Mr. Watts to do; but as his departure would 
havo excited the suspicion of the Nawaub, he resolved on 
remaining to tho latest safe'moment, making all necessary 
prei>arations for flight, when that measure should bo rendered 
unavoidable. 

The nearer affairs drew towards a <Tisis, the more did Mr. 
AVatts ibel apprehensive of the treachery of Omoeii Chimd, and 
apparently with good grounds. It was therefore (J^termiued to 
endeavour to remove him from the scene of action, and inider 
pretext of solicitude for his safety, it was suggested that ho 
should accomppuy Mr. Scrafton to Calcutta, as his age and 
physical condition rendered him unfit for any great exertion, 
which would probably be required to efiect his escape, if he 
wailed until Mi*. Watts left. These arguniento, in whicli there 
was much truth, had their full weight, —but his great avarice 
induced him to delay from day to day, in tlie hopes of obtain¬ 
ing certain sums still due to liiiu from tho Treasury. Tho 
Nawaub 8 permission was also requisite before he could depart, 
but tins the old intriguer obtained by giving cause of offence, 
and receiving orders to leavo Moorsbedabad. At last ilr. 
Scnifion got him ofi*, and after some further dola\ s on tho road, 
they arrived iuCrtlciitta on the 8th of June; where OmeenChund 
was well received by the Council,—whose cordiality, however, 
could not remove certain suspicions tliat had recently arisen in 





addition to the pecuniary lermei already stated, a confirmation 
of all the advatitagea ceded by Sooraj-oo-doTslah in tho 
pieceding February, as also a grant to tho Compai^y of 
all the lands lying south of OalciUta, together with a slip ol 
gi’ound GOO yards wide, all round the outside of the Mahiat- 
tah Ditch,— the cession of all tho French factories and estab¬ 
lishments in the province, —a pledge that tho Nawaub would 
erect no fortifications below Hooghly, and an agi'eomcnt of 
nuUiial support. 

This treaty was signed by Admiral Watson, Colonel Clive, 
Mr. Drake, Mr. Watts, Major Kilpatrick, and Mr. Deechcr. 

rhe donations to the army, squadron, and committee, were 
written in a separate treaty. 

Thc.se W TO as follows:—to tho Squadron, Rs. 2,500,000; 
to the Array, Rs. 2,500,000 ; to Mr. Drake, the Govornor, Rs. 
280,000 ; toil olonel Clive, as second in tho Select Committee, 
Rs. 260,000 ; to Mr. Watts, Major Kilpatrick, Mr. Mauiiinghain, 
and Mr. Becher, as members of the Select Committee, 
Rs. 210,000 oacb. In addition to these suntis, the following 
private donations were subsequently given, though they do not 
appear to have been inserted in the separate agreement; viz., 
to Colonel Clive Es. 1,600,000 ; to Mr. Watts Rs. 800,000 ; to 
Major Kilpatrick Ks. 000,000 ; to the six Members of Conn- 
oil, Rs. 1,00,000 each; to Mr. Walsh, Secretary to Colonel 
Clive, and Pay Master to the Madras troops, Bs. 500,000 * to 
Mr. Scrafton, Rs. 200,000; to Mr. LusUington. Rs. 50,000 ; 
t) Major Archibald Grant, commanding tho detachment of 
H. M. s 30th Regiment, Us. 100,000. 

All the Military Oflicors mentioned above, also received their 
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HhavQ of the donation to the Army, of which Colonel Clive'a 
portion amounted to Ra. 200,000 * 

It now only remained to commence operations at once. 
During this period some changes and considerable promotion 
had taken place in tl:o Force, In the Bengal Battalion, Lieu¬ 
tenants Le Boaume, Oudmoro, and Muir, had been promoted 
to tho rank of Captain; Lieutenant Carstairs to that of Captain 
Lieutenant; Lieinonant Walcot had died from the effects of 
his sufferings in the Black Hole. Several officers had also 
joined tho Battalion, amongst whom was Captain Christian 
Fischer, a Danish Officer, who entered the service as a Captain 
on the 7th of February. Captains Grant and Coote of H. M. s 
(I9th Regiment had each been promoted to the local rank of 
Major, and most of the other officers had obtained a step in 
their respective grades. In the Madras Detachment, Lieute¬ 
nants Rumbold and Campbell had been promoted to the two 
Companies, vacant by tho death of Captain Pye, and the death 
or re tire 111 cat of Captain Fraser. In the Bombay Detachment, 
Lieutenant Charles Palmer had sueceedod to iho Command 
of Captain Buchanan's Company, that officer having died on 
the 5th of June.f Lieutenant Jennings of the Artillery had 
been promoted to the rank of Captain, and obtained the com¬ 
mand of the whole of that arm,—Captain .Barker having pro¬ 
ceeded to Madras to assume the command of the Artillery nt 
Fort St. George. Lieut*mant R. L. Knox appears to have 
had the coninaand of the newly raised Bengal Sipahi Battalion. 

On the 12ch of Judo, the Troops stationed at Calcutta pro¬ 
ceeded to join the remainder of the force nt Ghandernagore, 
taking with them 150 Sailors of the Squadron, and leaving 
at Calcutta only a few sick Europears, some Topasses and 
Sipahis to guard tlio French Prisoners, and a few Artillery- 
mea to look afeer the guns on the ramparts. At Chunderna- 
gore, 100 of the Sailors under the command of Lieutenant 
John Gierke, first Lieutenant of the Kent, with a few Sipahis 
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the sick of the detachment that had been stationed there, A, d. 


were left for the defence of that place ; so that nil the effective 
Europeans might be brought into the field. On the IStli the 
whole force left Obandornagore^—the Europeans, with nil the 
Artillery, ammunition and stores, proceeding by water iu 200 
boats, which were towed up by dandies against tlio stream, 
whilst the Sipahis marched up along tbo right bank of the 
river, on the high road made by the Mogul Government from 
Hooghly to Patna, 

The Naw'aub having reason to suspect the fidelity of Nund 
Komar, had a short time previously appointed a new Gover¬ 
nor to Hooghly, who threatened to oppose tho passage of the 
boats ; but Colonel Olive sent him a menacing letter, which, 
supported by the Bridgewater anchoring opposite to tho Fort, 
speedily induced him io alter histone and resolution. 

When leaving Chandernagore, Colonel Clive dismissed two 
emissaries of the Naw'aub who were in camp, with a commu¬ 
nication to the following purport :— 

“ That the Nawaub had used every subterfuge to evade the 
accomplishment of the treaty of February : that he had in 
“ four months, restored only a fifth part of the effects ho had 
" plundered from the English ; that he had scarcely made 
peace before he invited Mr. Bussy to come from the l)ek- 
kan, and assist him in extirpating them once more oat of 
“ his dominions : that the party of French troops with Mr. 
“ Law, were at this very time maintained at his oxpence with- 
in 100 mih;sof his capital ; that ho had, on groundless 
‘‘ suspicions, insulted the English honor ; atone time send- 
ing trooiis to examine their factory at Kossimbazar ; .at 
another, driving their Vakeel with disgrace out of his pro- 
sence; that bo had promised a sum of gold rupees, then dor 
" nied that promise ; and then sent Omeen Chund from 
tho city, under pretence that it was he who had de- 
ceived the English commanders in that business. On the 
** other hand, the English had borno all these injuries patieut- 
ly, and had even taken tho field to assist him when alarmed 
by tho approach of the Pathfins ; but at length seeing no 
othei remedy,their army was now inarching toMoorshedabad, 
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1. “ where they iriteaded to refer their complaint^j'to the dooisiou 
of the principal officers of his government, namely Meer 
Jaffior Kbdn, Rajah Dooloob Ram, the Seths, Meer Moodeen, 
and Mohun Loll ; to. whicli arbitration it was hoped that he 
would acquiesce, and spare the etfiision of blood.”* 

Iq the mean tiiq^e the movements of the British force were 
Anxiously watched at Moorsheclabad, whore the strength of the 
confederate party was daily increasing. Monik Chund had 
proftered his alliance to Meet Jaffior Klidn, and the Seths had 
won over Yar Lootf Khdn and several other Chiefs of distinc- 
tioTi and infiuenco, all of whom however, outwardly nraintain- 
ed the appearance of duty and adhesion to the interests of 
the Nawaub. 

Sooraj-oe-Jowluh had received some indirect hiTits of aif 
ir>l;dguo being on foot, in wliich Meer Jaffier .Khan was a prin¬ 
cipal, but of the exact nature of the confederacy or of the fact 
of tl).e English being conueotod with it at all, he was perfectly 
ignorant. What had come to his ears however, was suffioi* 
ent to induce him to determine on the destriiotion of Moer 
JaCSer Khan at once ; but unwisely rind unfortunately for hrtn- 
self, he gave utterance to his threats before he wnis prepared to 
pul. them into execution. From the 8tli to the i3th of June 
was passed in preparation for attack and defence on either side, 
and the iuterchango of hostile messages and defiance. Meer 
Jaffior Kbdn, Avbo now hourly expected to bo attacked, urged 
Mr. Watts to seek safety in flight, and at last that gentleman, 
on the 13ih of June, proceeded to the factory at Kossimbazar 
as if on r.n ordinary visit, when the other gentlemen there, 
Messieurs Collet, Sykes, and the Siirgeon, joined him, and 
ordering supper to ho ready on their return, rode out witn 
their dogs, as if for the usual evening’s exercise. After pro 
ceeding a few rnile.s, they sent back the dog-keepers, and at¬ 
tended only by one servant, a Pathan who was mounted, they 
set spurs to their horses, and fairly commenced their flight ; 
about midnight they reached Agahdeep, where, although 
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a party of the Nawaub’s troops stationed, who were ^ 
all asleep, they succeeded in procuring a cjiiple of hoats/in 
which they rowed down the river, leaving tboir horses in 
charge of the Patban. At the junction of the Kossimbazar 
and Jelinghee Kivers, they found a detaclirnent with some 
boats who had been sent up to meet them, an^ aid their escape: 
on the following day they joined the Army at Kalriah. 

Intelligence of Mr. Watts' flight re'achod the Nawaub on 
the 1 tth, just as he was about to commeno<>Min attack upon 
Meor Jaflier Khdn a Palace. This information overwhelmed 
him with terror, as it proved the participation of the English 
in the confederacy, a fact to which be would previously give no 
credence, but which was now put beyond a doubt by the 
rumours received of their advance. His natural timidity 
magnified the danger of his position, and instead of resolutely 
cruslnng Meer Jaffior Khan and his party, before the English 
could arrive, ho turned his whole attention to detaching that 
officer from the confederacy by promises and negociation. 

Many of the influential Chiefs in the Durbar exerted 
themselves to bring about a reconciliation, to which the only 
apparent difficulty existed in the fears or imide of Meer Jaffier 
Kban, who refused to trust himself in the Nuwaub's Palace, 
Upon this, Sooraj-oo-dowlah, as humble and obsoquioas 
in the hour of trouble as he was proud and arrogant in 
prosperity, waived his rank and position, and proceeded 
himself to the Palace of Meer Jaflier Khdn, where a formal 
reconciliation took place, sanctified by solemn oatlis on tlie 
Koran; Meer Jaffior Khan pledging liimselx not to join or 
aj'Sist the English, and the Nawaub agreeing to permit him to 
retire from the province with all his treasure and family, as 
soon as the present troubles were over."^ 

This reconciliation took place on the loth, and' hollow as 
it must have been apparent to all, it so elated the weak 
Nawaub, tiiat ho wrote to ColoneTCUvo in terms of defiance, 
ami ordered all his Army, including the troops of Meer 
Jaffier Klidti, to assemble ut their former encampment at 
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Plassey ; lie at the same time wrote to Monsieur Law, who 
witli his party was waiting at Bhtigulpore, to hasten to his 
assistance with all practicable expedition. 

The English Army io the mean tfme coatinncd to advance; 
on the 10th they reached Pultee, a town on the western bank 
of the Kossimbazar River, about si.x miles above its junction 
wi th the Jelinghee. About mil^s farther up, on. the .same 
side, was the Fort of Kutwah, —the Governor of which had 
promised to surrender after a certain show of resistance ; 
accordingly Major Eyre Coots was sent forward on the 17th, 
with 200 Europeans, 500 Bipahis, a field gun and a small 
howitzer, to summon the place. This detachment arrived 
at midnight, and took possession of the town, which they 
found deserted,—but having left some of the appurtenances 
of their artillery behind, they were unable to make any* use 
of them; they therefore remained quiet until the following 
morning, when Major Goote went to the bank o.f the Adjee, 
a small .stream that separated the town from the fort, and 
waved a white flag : this was at first only answered by a 
smart lire .from tho garrison, but at length the Governor 
came down to tho opposite bank, and a parley ensued, when, 
instead of adhering to his promise, the Governor positively 
refused to surrender, and defied the attack. Upon this 
Major Coote made his dispositioris for the assault. The 
Sipahis crossed the stream at onoe, and taking up a position 
under shelter of a small ridge on the opposite bank, opened 
a hot fire of musketry on tho ramparts ; whilst the Europeans 
moving higher up where they crossed by a ford at some 
distance to the left. As soon as tho garrison perceived that 
the latter had crossed the stream, they set fire to a 
range of mat-sheds, built alongside the walls, and made 
their escape to the northward. Within tlie fort, and in 
the neighbourhood, an immense supply of grain was discover¬ 
ed, sufficient to sustain an army of 10,000 men for a year, 
together with a considerable quantity of military stores and 
ammunition, and 14 pieces of cannon.* Tn tho evening the 
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3 ody of the Army arrived,—and the next day the perlocli 
cal rains commenced with sitch violence, that the troops were 
obliged to strike their tents and seek shelter in huts and 
houses in the town and fort. 

Ill the mean time the troops of tho Nawaub, who were or¬ 
dered to march to Plassey, broke into a state of mutiny, and 
refused to quit the city until Ml their arrears of pay were dis¬ 
charged ; this tumult lasted for three days, and was only ap¬ 
peased by a liberal distribution of money. 

Since his departure from Ohandernagore, Colonel Clive had 
written daily to Meet JafiSer Kh&n, apprising him of his move¬ 
ments ; but up to his arrival at Kutwali he had received only one 
letter in reply ;—this was dated the IGth, and mentioned the 
fact of his outward reconciliation with the Nawaub, and his oath 
not ’to assist tho English,—but at the same time stated that 
the purport of his covenant with them must be carried into 
execution.” This ambiguous communication, at such a mo¬ 
ment, led Colonel Clive to suspect that Meer Jaffier Klran might 
after all betray the English, by leaguing with the Nawaub iii 
the moment of trial, and he determined not to cross tho river 
until this doubt should be removed, or affairs present a more 
satisfactory appearance. On the 20th, a messenger whom 
Mr. Watts had dispatched from Kulnah, arrived in camp, and 
reported that he had been introduced to Meer Jaffier Khan and 
his son Meenin, in a private court of their palace, but that 
whilst they were questioning him, some of the Nawaub’s emis¬ 
saries came round,—when Meer Jaffier Khan and Meerun im- 
m^‘diatcly changed their manner, threatened to have his head 
cut off as a spy, and to destroy all tho English if they should 
presume to cross tho river. Upon this Colonel Clive wrote 
to tho Select Committee for further orders, and expressed his 
detcrrainalion not to risk the safety of the troops without 
good cause ; but rather, if lie saw no chance of Meer Jaffier 
Khan joining him, to fortify himself at Kutwah,—as they 
. had abundauco of grain there,—until tho rains were over, when 
some of the native powers might be induced to join. 

The same evening, letters were received from Meer Jaffier 
Khan himself, dated the I Dtli, but they were of a very uncertain 
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tenor; they mentioned that ho \vas to march with his troops 
from the city on that date; that he was to be posted on one 
flank of the Army, from whence he promised to send more ex¬ 
plicit intelligence, alleging the fear of discovery as the cause of 
his previous silence and reserve :—no hint was given of his 
plans or intentions as to the line to be adopted in the lield."^ 
These communications left Colonel Clive in a state of great 
doubt and perplexity : on the same day he wrote to the Bajah 
of Burdwan to join him,—if only with a thoasaud horse/—al¬ 
though ho had little expectation of any native assistance until 
liis exertions should have been crowned with some degree of 
success, siifhcient to afford encouragement to those inclined to 
join bis standard. Ho now pondered seriously on the danger 
and difficulties of his situation, and the extreme hazard of 
passing an unfordable river in the face of a powerful ^nemy, 
at a distance of J 50 miles from all support or point of retreat, 
—when if defeat ensued, not one man could expect to return 
to toil it. Under these oiroumstances, he determined to call a 
Opuncil of War of all the officer.^ present, above the rank of 
Subaltern. These amounted to twenty, and Clive laid the 
following question before them. Whether under existing 
circumstances, and without other assistance, it would be 
prudent to cross the river and come to action at once with 
the Nawairfa, or whether they should fortify themselves at 
Kutwah and wait until the monsoon was over, wlien the Mali- 
‘^‘rattahs or some otlier Country power might be induced to 
join them." Contrary to the usual practice. Colonel Clive 
gave his own vote first,—which was against coming to imme¬ 
diate action,~and the others then voted according to their 
seniority. 

Majors Kilpatrick and Archibald Grant both sided with Co¬ 
lonel Olive, but Major Coote warmly espoused the opposite 
view. His ai^gumonts were, that hitherto tliey had met witli 
nothing but suboess, which had greatly elated the spirits of 
the troops, whereas delay would only serve to damp their ar¬ 
dour. That delay would further enable Monsieur Law and 
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^ItfS^rty to arrive, which would not only strengthen the erie- 
my, and add vigour to their councils,, hut would sorvo to 
weaken the English force materially,—owing to the number of 
Freucliinen in the ranks, who had taken service after the cap¬ 
ture of Chandernagoro, and who would undoubtedly desert 
to their countrymen on the first opportunity. That consequent 
on tho numbers of the enemy, and the great distance from 
Calcutta, all supplies would bo cut off, which would rodvico 
the Europeans in particular to groat distress. Finally, he 
suggested, that if it was decided not to come to immeclLato 
action, it would be more advisable to return to Calcutta at 
once, although ho fully admitted tho disgrace this measuro* 
would entail on their arms, and the injury that must accrue 
to the Company’s interest from such a proceeding.^—Notwith¬ 
standing the justice and weight of these arguments, tho ma¬ 
jority of the Council decided against an immediate action. 

The following were the names of those who voted on tlu3‘ 
occasion, and the sides they espoused :— 


Against conimg to immediate action. 


Lieu tenant-Colonel Clive, in Chief Gomniandt 
Major James Kilpatrick, Commanding the Company's Troops. 
Major Archibald Grant, Commanding the Detachment H. 
M. s 39th Kegt. 

Captain George Fivderick Gaupp^ Commanding 
Madras Detachment. 

Captain Thomas Rumbol'd, Madras Service. 

Captain Christian Fischer, Bengal Service. 

Captain Charles Palmer, Bombay Service. 

Captain Le Beaume, Bengal Service. 

Captain Jl. Waggormer, H. M.’s 39th Eegiment. 

Captain John Corneille, H. M. s S9th Regiment. 

Captain William Jennings, Commanding the Artillery, 
Captain Lieutenant Francis Parshaw (service doubtful). 
Captain Lieutenant Molitore, Bombay Service. 
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For coming to immediate (vction. 

Major Eyre Cooto, H. M.'s 39ili Eegiment. 

Captain Alexander Grant, Bengal Service. 

Captain John Cudmore, Bengal Service. 

Gaptuin Andrew Armstrong, Commanding the Bombay 
Detachment 

Captain George Muir, Bengal Service. 

Captain Robert Campbell, Madras Service.' 

Captain Lieutenant Peter Carstairs, Bengal Service.^ 

This was the only Council of War Colonel Clive ever 
held, and, as ho stated in his evidence before the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons, had he abided by 
their decision, it would have caused the ruin of the East 
India Cohipany. After some hours of mature reflection, 
ho resolved, notwithstanding the decision recorded, to 
adopt the bolder line of conduct, and accordingly he 
ordered the army to cross the river the following morning.f 
At sunrise on the S2nd, the troops began to pass over; the 
sick and superfluous stores were lodged in the Fort at Kutwah, 
where a Subaltern ofBcer, with a party of Europeans and 
SOHO Sipabis, was left to defend the place. By four in the 
afternoon the whole of the troops were across. Hero ano¬ 
ther letter ^Yas received from Meer Jaffier Khan, also dated the 
J 0th, to the effect that tlio Nawaub had baited at Munkarrah, 
a village about six miles from Kossimbazar, and intended to 
** intrench himself and wait the evenr at that place, where Meer 
‘‘ Jaffier proposed that the English should attack him by sur- 
“ prise, marching round by the inland part of the Island.” Colo¬ 
nel Olive immediately sent back the messenger with tliis answer, 
that he should march to Plassey without delays and w^oiild 
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raornmg advance six miles furtlier to the village of a. d. I7-> 

Daoodpoor; but if Meer Jaffier Khda did not join him there, 

“ he would make peace with tlie Nawaub/’^ 

The troops commenced their march before sunset, follow¬ 
ing the course of the river in lino with the boats, which were 
towed up against the stream; after eight hours of extreme 
fatigue, marching constantly with the water up to their waists,— 
owing to the inundation caused by the recent heavy rain, 
which continued to pour on them during the whole route^— tliey 
reached Plassey, a distance of fifteen inilos, at one o'clock in 
the morning of the ^3rd June. Here they took up tlicir posi¬ 
tion in a large tope or grove of mangoo trees. Ifrorn this they 
could distinctly hear the sound of drums uiid other music, 
which convinced them that the Nawaub's Army was in. the im¬ 
mediate neighbourhood. Sooraj-oo*dowlnlis intention to re¬ 
main at Munkarrah had arisen from a supposition Uiat tho 
English would have immediately pushed on after tho capture 
of Kutwah,—in which case t].iey must have' reached riassey 
before be could have arrived there ;—but when ho found that 
they still remained inactive, ho continued liis march, and arriv¬ 
ed at his old intrenched encampment, where ho took up a 
position, twelve hours before tho English reached the grove. 

Colonel Clive having examined his own position, and naade the 
necessary dispositions for security, planted sentries rouu i tho 
camp, and permitted the troops to betake themselves to rest 
their fatigues they were all ^soon locked in sleep, and 
silence reigned throughout the camp ; but not many of tho 
officers, and certainly not their Commander, indulged in repose 
on that eventful morning. 

The inangoo tope or grove of Plassey in which Colonel 
Olive had taken up his position^ was situated little more than 
a mile from the Nawaub s iutrenohed.camp : it was about 800 
yards in length and SOO in breadth, tU'i U*ees being planted 
in regular rows, as is usual in the country ; all round it was a 
bank of earth, which a-flordcd a good breast-work for ilie 
troops, and also a ditch beyond, but tho latter was choked 
up with weeds and bramblesthe position of the tope was 
diagonal to the river, tho north-west angle being little more 


Ormc, YoJ. 2, p. 171. 









VOBTtI Si AN0 STBENOTH OF THE FORCE* [cHAV 


^han 50 yards from the bank, whilst at tho south-west corner 
ii; was upwards of SOO yards distant. A little in advance, on 
the bank of tho river, stood a huuLing house bel'origing to tho 
IShuvaub, encompassed by a wall of masonry. On arrival during 
the night, Clive had stationed a party, of 200 Europeans and 
GOO Sipabis, with two field pieces, in this building,—but in 
tho morning he withdrew tho greater part, leaving how'ever, a 
sufficient guard for the defence of the place, 

'i'ho actual force in the Field on this occasion amounted to 
960 European Infantry and J50 Artillery; in tho former 
were included nearly 100 Bombay and 100 Bengal Topassos; 
and amongst the latter were, 5(> Sailors and seven Midship¬ 
men, under the Command of Lieutenant Hayter, who aoted 
ns Artillery; to these were also added a detail of Lascars ; the 
Native Infantry consisted of 2,100* men, partly the .Madras 
Sipaliis and partly the newly raised Bengal Battalion. Tlie 
Artillery train was composed of 10 Held pieces, vh. 8 six^ 
pounders and 2 small howitzers,* 

The JSaw^aub's Army consisted altogether of 50,000 Foot, 
(8,000 Horse, and 6S pieqefe of Artillery, mostly of heavy 
calibres, 32, 24, and 18 pounders. These were niounted on 
hu'ge platforms, furnished with wheels, and drawn by 40 or 50 
yoke of powerful oxen, assisted by Elephants; one of tho 
latter animals followed each carriage, pushing it forward with 
his head w^heneyer it came to any difnculty; on these plat¬ 
forms wore conveyed not only the guns and carriages, hut the 
ammunition, stores, and gunners. Tho most efficient por¬ 
tion of the whole force was a small party of between forty and 
fifty Frenchmen, chiefiy deserters, under tho command of a 
Monsieur St. Frais, Ibrmerly one of the Council at Ohander- 
nagore : tins detail acted as Artillery, and had 4 light field 
pieces attached. 

Near the spot selected for the Nawaubs intrenched 
camp, tho river made a reiiru-kable bend, in shape like a 
horse-shoe, with the points much contracted,—thereby forming 

♦ This detail of the force is takeu from Orme,—^^fves,—Clive's Report to tho 
Court Oireclors, dated 26 Uj July 1757, given by Sir John Malcolm,—Clive’s 
evidence before the Select Committee of tho llovtso of Commons—and Sir Eyre 
Coote’s Norrr.tive. 




1>03ITI0;N OF THE ENEMY. 


143 


isula of about three miler; in circiimfevcnoe, the neck of A. t>. 
wliicii was loss than a quarter of a rbilo in breadth, The in- 
trencliment commenced a little below tho southern point of 
this gorgo^ resting on the river, from whence it extended in¬ 
land for about ‘^00 yards, and tbon at an obtuse angle swept 
round to tho north-east for about 3 miles y at this angle a re¬ 
doubt ivas erected, on which several pieces of cannon were 
mounted.*-^ 

About tSOO yards to the eastward of this redoubt, was a hil¬ 
lock covered with jungle, and about 800 yards to tho south 
nearer to tho grove, was a iank,~and 100 yards further south 
w'as a second and larger one;—both of those were surrounded 
by bunds or large banks of earth, at some distance from 
tlioir margins, and with the hillock, all formed important 
X^ositions for either force to occupy- The Nawaub's Army 
was encamped partly in the peninsula and partly in rear of 
the intrenchment/f TJie infantry were armed with matchlocks, 
swmrds, pikes, bows and arrows, and rockets, and possessed 
little or no discipline; the Cavalry in which the strength of 
the Array consisted, was of a superior description, both men 
and horses being of northern origin and large size. 

At daybreak on tho 23rd, the whole Army moved out of 
the intrenchrnent, by several openings purposely left, and ad¬ 
vanced towards tho Briti.sh position,—tho Infantry and Cavalry 
inarching in separate andcomx^aot bodies and making a splen¬ 
did appearance. St. Frais and his party took post in advance, 
with their! field pieces, at the larger tank nearest tho grove; and 
in a line to ifaeir right, near the river, two heavy guns were 
posted under a Native officer ; behind these two batteries were 
stationed a chosen body of 5,000 Horse and 7,000 Foot, partly 
under Meer Moodeen,* the Naw^aub's best and most faithful 
General, and partly under a son of the favourite Mohun LalL 
The remainder of tho Army extended in a curve, their right 
resting on the hillock near the camp, and sweeiping round in 
dense columns of Horse and Foot to about 800 yards to tho 
eastward of tho south-east angle of the grove. Here tvere 


• Ornie, vol. 3, pp. 178 3. 
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stationed the troops of Meer JaPRer Kban, Rajah Doolub 
Earn, and Ytir Lootf Khan. Instead cf adopiing tlie usual 
mode of posting all the guns in one heavy battery, they 
Avore interspersed between the several columns, two, throe, 
and four pioeit^s together. Thus the English were nearly sur¬ 
rounded—either by the river or the enemy's force ; but the 
chief opposition they had in reality to ovei’oome, was from the 
troops in their front. 

Clive watcl\ed the enemy’s dispositions from the top of tho 
luiiiting house, and though astonished at their numbers and 
apparent confidence, he considered it advisable to move his 
troops from their sheltered position in the grovo, as their re¬ 
maining there might'havo been attributed to timidity, which 
would have only rendered the enemy bolder and more enterpriz- 
ing. Ho accordingly drew them up inline in fr^nt oi the grovo, 
their loft resting on the hunting bouse. In the centre ho 
placed tho Europeans, who were told off into four divisions ; 
the Ist commanded by Major Kilpa^ick, the 2nd by Major 
Archibald Grant, tho 3rd by Major Eyve Coote,aTid the 4th by 
Captain G F. Gaupp; on either fltmk of tho Europeans- 
wore posted 3 six-pounders, and beyond them;, to the right 
and loft, were the Sipahis in two divisions. 

This line extended about GOO yards beyond the right of the 


grove, but the enemy on that flank were at such a distance, 
that there \v>as little to fear in that quarter, as they could 
easily have thrown back their right and formed in front of 
and parallel to the east side^of the grovof had such been ren¬ 
dered necessary. About 200 yards in front of the hunting 
house and tho left division of Sipahis, were a couple of brick 
kilns,—and here a small party was posted in advance with 
the remaining 2 six-pounders and the 2 howitzers. About 
eight A. M. the action commenced by the discharge of one of 
St. ITais’ guns from the tank, which killed one and ^Youndod 
another of the Grenadier Company that was posted on the 
right of the Europona Battalion : this was the signal for tho 
whole force to open their fire, and a heavy cannonade was im¬ 
mediately commenced from tho enemy’s line, but fortunately 
most of their shot flew high, and did but little mischief. The 
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pieces iu advance at the brick kilns, replied promptly and 
effectively to the lire of St. Frais' guns from the tank, and tlio 
other batteries of the enemy were answered by the six-poirnd* 
ors from the line ; these latter wore however, too light to 
make any improssmn on the enemy's heavy Artillery, but every 
shot told well amongst the dense masses of their Cavalry and 
Infantry. Still, though many of the enemy wero slain, the 
disparity of numbers was too great to render this of any ad¬ 
vantage, and iu half an hour,—the English having lost 10 
Europeans and SO Sipahis killed and wounded,—(3Uve ordered 
the troops to retire steadily under shelter of the grove,— Icav- 
ing a detachment still at the brick kilns, and another iu 
iPlassey house. This movement greatly elated the enemy, 
who advanced their guns much nearer, and began to lire 
with greater viyaoity ; but their shot had little effeipt beyond 
shattering the trees, as the troops were well protected by tho 
embankment, and were directed to sit down so as tii be but 
little exposed ; ‘holes w^ore made in the bank to serve as em¬ 
brasures for the field pieces, from which they kept up a 
smart and effective fire, killing and wounding a number' of tho 
onei|»y’3 gunners, and causing several serious explosions 
amongst tlieir ammunition. In this state, matters continued 
lor two or three hours,—numbers of the enemy falluig at 
every discharge of the English Artillery, which appears to have 
been most skilfully and gallantly served, whilst every now and 
then a casualty occurred amongst the party in the grove. At 
about JI A. M. Clive held a conference with his officers at 
the drum-head^ when it was decided to maintain the cannon¬ 
ade during the day, and at midnight to make an attack 7jpon 
tbeNawaubs camj).—About noon a very heavy shower com- 
mcmjod, which lasted for nearly an hour, and completely de¬ 
luged the plain, at the same time that damaged nearly all 
the enemy’s ammunition, which was much exposed ; tho con- 
sequence was that their firo materially slackened. A party of 
the enemy’s horse, anticipating a similar result as regarded 
tho English Artillery, advanced boldly towards the grove, to 
take advantage of it; but tho English arrangements were so 
wrch better iu this respect, that their ammunition had receiv* 
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slved /itUo oi"i>o injurv",—And tljis bodj' of Cavulvy wore ree 0 i''''Cd 
with so warm a firo as to induce tlieni to retire with some 
preoiidtation. In this affair Jifoer Moodeen was mortally 
wounded by a shot from one of the six-ponnders. When 
the intelligonoo of this ruiefortuno was brought to the 
Nawaub, ho was greatly cUsheartened, and immediately sent for 
Mecr JafBer Kh^n. Up to this period be had been sitting in 
Iris tout, fed by flattering assnrances of victory, brouglrt from 
timeto time by those abouthim. On Meer Jaffier Khan’s arrival, 
the Nawaub %uiip1icntcd his assistance in the most humiliating 
rnanner, and called upon him by Ids relationship and fidelity 
to All VerdeoKhan, toexerthimsolf to save him how, throwing 
his turband on the ground before him and saying—‘ Juffici’, t’lat 
turl.'and yon must defend.’ Meer Jaffier b^wetl wUlt his 
iKiiids on his breast, and promised to esert himself to the 
utmost. He immediately returned to his troops and con¬ 
federates, and sent off a letter to Colonel Clive, informing 
him of what had passed, and urging him to push on imme¬ 
diately, or at any rate to attack the camp at night. This 
letter, owing to the cowardice of the messenger, did not reach 
its destination until late in the evening. In the moan time 
the fears of the Nnwaub continued to increase every moment^ 
of wtiioh Kajali Doolub Uam took advantage, and urged him 
to return to the Capital.^ 

This inr-'duous advice was adopted, and after having is¬ 
sued the orders for the troops to retire within their in- 
tronchment, Soorai-oo-c1owlah mounted a fleet sowaree camel, 
and accompanied by about 2000 Horsemen, fled at his 
utmost speed towards the Capital,—by which act he sealed 


his fate. 

About 2 P. M. the enemy’s cannonade completely ceased, 
and they were observed yoking their oxen and slowly retiring 
towards their camp, in obedience to the orders they had 
received. St. Frais and his little party, however, still main* 
tnined their post at the. tank. This would have been an ad¬ 
vantageous position from which to cannonade the retreating 
enemy, and Major Kilpatrick observing that the French part 
were now nearly isolated, could not resist so tempting an p- 
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of securing tlie post;—taking two companies of the hot. 
Battalion and two field pieces, ho bastenod forward from the 
grove towards the tank, sending word to Colonel Clivs oi whnt 
he had done, and the motives that iuclaced him to the measure* 

The Colonel had just gone infcoPIassey house to change his 
clothes and rest himself after so many hours of fiitiguo and 
excitement, giving orders that he should be informed if any 
change or movement was observed in the enemy^sposition. It 
has been reported he had fallen asleep, — and if such was the 
case, it could not bo wondered at, after what be had undergone,, 
and it would only serve to prove the nerve and calmness of the 
man, who couldsnatch a few'moments repose at such a time and 
under siioh oiveumstanoes. Be this as it may, the moment ho 
received Major Kilpatrick’s message, be hastened to the spot> 
and severely reprimanded that officer for acting without 
orders; but seeing matters advanced so far, he directed him 
to return to the grove and bring up the rest of the troops,, 
whilst ho himself remained in oomnmncl of the detachment, 
beirjg determined now rather to bring on tho action again 
than make a retreat, Sk Frais observing that the whole force 
was advancing, and that his own position was entirely unsnp' 
ported, abandoned the tank,—carrying oif his field pieces, und 
retreating with theiu. U> the redoubt at tho angle of tlio 
intrenchment, where he planted them, all ready to act again. 

Whilst tho main body of the English weio advancing 
towards the tank, that part of the Nawaub’s Army which had 
been stationed on tho left flank opposite to the south east 
angle of the grove, were observA^d to linger behind the rest of 
the force ill the retreat, and when they had come up almost 
abreast of tho northern line of the grove, they faced to 
theii left and advanced in that direction; these were the 
troops of Aleer Tyffier Khan, but not being recognised, it was 
supposed, tliat they intended to fall upon tho baggage 
und boats whilst the main body was advancing. Accordingly,, 
a party of Europeans and Sipuhis was detached from the line 
to oppose them, under the command of Captains Alexander 
(jiantan<l Rumbold, with a field piece under iho charge of 
Afr. John Johnstone of tho Civil Service^ who served jigaiu 
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(luring this campaign ns a Volunteer with the ./\rtillcr\r. 

■ The fire of this field piece soon stopped the udvanco of Mecr 
JafEer Khdn's troops. 

Meanwhile the main body having reached the tanh, Olivo 
planted all the .field pieces on the moniid, and from thence 
began to cannonade tlio enemy's camp, upon which many of 
their troops again came out of the intrenchinent, and their 
Artillery began to do the same. 

Ohve observing this, advanced nearer and posted half the 
trooi» and Artillery on the mound of the lesser tank, and the 
remainder on arising ground about 200 yards to the loft of 
it; ho also detached the Grenadiers of II. M.’s flOth 'Regt., 
and the Grenadier Company of the Bengal Sipalri Battalion,, 
to lodge themselves behind a tank close to the enemy’s in- 
trenchment, from whence tliey kept up a hot fire of musketry, 
whilst the oannonade from the other two stations was main¬ 
tained with such vigoiu’ and efficiency as to cause a very heavy 
loss amongst the enemy’s troops, and threw tlio cattle attach¬ 
ed to their guns into great confusion. On the other hand, 
St. Frais plyed his guns from the redoubt with great spirit, 
and the ciiemy’s matchlock men from the intrenchments, and 
IVom the liillock ea.st of the redoubt, maintained an irregular 
but unintormittiug fire. Their Cavalry also made several bold 
attempts to charge, but were as often repulsed by the rapid 
and deadly firo of the Britisli field piecesi It was here that 
the contest was most obstinate, and on this (Kscasion the chief 
loss of the Euglish was sustained. At last, Clive observing 
that .Meer .laffier Khan’s party were moving away from the 
field without joining the rest of the Nawaub's troops, became 
convinced who they were; and having now no danger to 
apprehend on his flank or rear, he determined on making a 
vigorous oflbrt for victory, by attacking Bt. Frais’ redoubt, mul 
the hillock to the east of it,—in the jungle of which it was 
suspected there was an ambuscade. Two strong detachments 
wore formed for this purpose, and advanced from either flank, 
wliilst tlie main body moved forward more slowly to support 
eitHer party, or to act as occasion should offer. The detach¬ 
ment on the right gained the hillock without firing a shot, and 
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^hat to tbe left closed upon the redoubL Sfc. Frais find A. D. 
ing hialself again deserted by his allies, retired withont offer- 
Ing any further resistance, — leaving the redoubt and field 
pieces in tho hands of the attacldng party. This position being 
carried, no farther opposition was attempted, and by 5 o'clock 
tho English were in possession of the whole intrenchment and 
camp, with no other obstacle to their advance than was pre¬ 
sented by the enormous mass of baggage, stores, camp equi¬ 
page and cattle, scattered all round them. 

The success was rendered more complete and positive by tho 
arrival of messengers from Moer Jaffier Khan, to which Colonel 
Clive replied by requesting a meeting the following morning 
at Daoo'ipore. The troops being informed that they were to 
receive a liberal donation in money, welcomed the order to 
pu^:li on to Daoodpore with hearty cheers, notwithstanding 
the fatigue they had already undergone during the last two 
days, and the temptation to plunder that lay spread around 
them. A short halt was made to enable the Commissariat 
to take possession of a sufficient number of the Nawaubs 
splendid oxen, to replace the inferior cattle in their omx Ar¬ 
tillery and store carriages ;* bat a detachment under Major 
Cooto was sent on at onoe, to pursue the enemy and prevent- 
any attempt to rally, and by 8 o’clock tho wdioll) force reached 
Dfioodporo, Wiiere they rested for the night. The loss of the 
British in this action w^as remarkably small, amounting only 
to 7 European« and 16 Bipahis killed, and Id Europeans 
and 66 Sipahis wwinded; of tlie Europeans 6 of the killed 
and 10 of the wounded belonged to the Artillery, on whom 
the brunt of tho action I'ej^tod ; two officers of that arm were 
also wounded, but their names are not recorded ; these were 
the only officers who received any injury, with exception to 
Ml. Slioreditch, a Midshipman of the Kent, also attached to 
the Artilicry. who was, shot in the thigh. Tho loss of the 
enemy amounted to about bOO killed, and an equal proportion 
wounded, including several of their ofllcers; 3 clcpluuUs and 
a number of horses were also left dead on tho field, and f>3 
pieces of cannon, tho wliole of the baggage, caoip equipage, 
stores and cattle, fell into the hands of tb.e victors.—Thus was 
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fought and won ilic famous battJe of Plasscy, which may tridy 
bo said to have decided tbo fate of 

The Corps engaged were tlio Bengal Eucopeau Battalion, 
(letachmeiUs ofH. M/s80th liegimoiu, of t)io MadravS and 
of Llio Bombay Battalions ; the whole of the Artillery, the Ise 
Sipahi Battalion, and the detachment of Madras Sipahis. Of 
tliosc Corps, H. M/s 30th Regiment, the Bengal Battalion^ 
[now the Ut Bengal European FuMiers i\ the Madras Bat¬ 
talion, [now the 1st Madras European Fimlkrs{\ tlio Bom¬ 
bay Battalion {now the 16/ Bomlay European Ftmiie^'s ;] and 
tlie Bengal Sipahi Battalion, [now the Ist liegimerit Bengcd 
Native Infantry,~\ Imvo all boon permitted to emblazon tbo 
word “ Plassei/' on their colours and appointments; a distino- 
tion which has been unaccountably witlibold from tbo Artil-’ 
lery, to whom in reality the victory was mainly to be attributed. 

On the morning of the .94th, Colonel Clivo deputed Mr. 
Scraftou and Omar Beg to meet Me»'r Jeffier Khan and con¬ 
duct him to the English camp at Baoodporo. Meer .Tafficr 
Klian was in a state of considerable doubt and anxiety us to the 
nature of the reception he was likely to meet with, as he felt 
conscious that Colonel Clive bad good cause of Complaint 
ugaiii^4 him for the vacillating and ineffective line of conduct 
lie had adopted. On reaching the carnp, he found the troops 
drawn out to do him honor, and as ho alighted from his ele¬ 
phant they pi’csented arms ; being unacqimiatcd with the na¬ 
ture of this (Compliment, the noise and siicldenness of thu 
movement made him start back, apprehensive of treachery, but 
at this moment Colonel Clive advanced and saluted him as 
Ifawaiib of Bengal, Bohar, and Orissa, wbich dissipated his 
nhiriu, and revived his spirits. They conferred together for 
about tin hour in the Coloncrs tent, Mecr JaBior Klitiu making 
many apologies and excuses for his conduct, and the Colonel 
wisely refraining frurn any reproaches or reflections upon it. 
Clive however, urged the necessity of his liasteniog on to 


‘ Thia ncCoaiit of Ihc nutllo of Plassc)’ ia cUicIly conn»ile(l from ('niio. fvos, 
Ow-^c, Walooliu, Lorti CIivc‘5 report mi'l evidence, and Sir Kyro Ooote s uurr.'tivo. 
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^J-^q^edabad to prevent any further effort at opposition A, n. 
or attempt at cscupo on die part of Sooraj-oo-dowlah^. and 
also to prevent tho treasury being,plundered. MeerJaffior 
Khan accordingly returned to hi^s camp, and commenced 
his march his whole force to Moorshedabad^ where ho 
arrived that evening. Clivo now despatched conciliatory 
letters to liajali Doolub Ham, Yar Lootf Khfvn and Monik 
Chund, and in tlie afternoon made a short njarcli of about 
six ni’les from Baoodpore, and encamped near tho village of 
l>optah.-^ 

The unfortunate Boonij-oo dowlah, after his flight from the 
field of battle, reached Moor shod abaci bciore midnight on the 
^8rd. Early in the morning ho held a consultation with all his 
principal officers who had escaped. Some suggested that J»o 
should surrender himself to the Englishaud trust to their cle¬ 
mency and generosity; but this advice he imputed to trea¬ 
chery others proposed that he should make a stand in 
tlie City, and diat with a view of encouraging the troops he 
should put himself at their head, and make a liberal distribu¬ 
tion of money and promises. This plan appears to have met 
his approval, for he ordered the assemblage of tlio iroops and 
the donation to each man of three month s pay :—but scarcely 
had he retired to his Zenana, where he was loft to his own 
reflections and the fears of his women, than nil Iris terrors 
retnrnecl. Ho now made preparations for sending off tho 
females of his fujnily and a portion of his treasures, and be¬ 
fore noon fifty elepliants laden with the women, jewels, and 
gold molmrs, took their departure towards Patna, he himself 
intending to follow. Meer Jaffier Khiiii's arrival in tho evening 
expedited bis movements, and suspicious of all around him, he 
entrusted his secret only to a favourite Eunuch by whose assist¬ 
ance he escaped at night unnoticed from the palace, accom¬ 
panied only by Lootf-ool-Nissa his favorite wife, carrying with 
him a casket of his most valuable jewels. The Eunuch had a 
boat prepared at the ghaut, into which all three entered, and 
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-Ugii'^ Ulo rowGi's to speoil, ihoy proceeded up the river at a 
rapid rate;—8ooraj-oo-dowlali’s intention being to escape to 
iloiisieur Law, and witli him toprooeed to I'ntna. '.vbere .Rajah 
Ham Narain the Governor of that province would, he felt con¬ 
fident, support his cause.* j. 

Soon after midnight. Meet Julfior Khan heard of his flight, 
and immediately dispatched parlies in nil directions in pur- 
unit of him. The following morning the City vfas in 
great confusion,—the Nnwaub Imd fled, none hnew whi- 
—no one had been proclaimed in his place,—the English 
■were advancing, and few knew what to expect. Mohun Lull 
and several of the Nawaub’s favorities and partizans, were 
apprehended in the act of escainng, and the following day 
the elephants, with the women and the treasure, were over¬ 
taken by some ofMeer Jaflfior Khdn’s troops at llnghwangoltth, 
and brought back to the Capital. - 

Colonel Clive, witli the troops, arrived at noon on the 
25tli, and halted at Maudiporo, from whence ho sent for¬ 
ward Messrs. Watts and Walsh, with an escort of 100 Sifialiis, 
tc wait upon Meet Jaffier Khdn. This measure clearly pointed 
ou*. to the inhabitants, whom they were to look upon as their 
future ruler. Tlio next three days wore iiassed in arranging 
matters relative to the payment of the promised donations to the 
Army, the Navy, and the Members of the Select Committee, 
together with that to the Company and the restitution to the 
Inhabitants of Oaloutta. Those sums altogetlier amounted to 
82,000,000 HupeCs, an amount which it was found that the 
whole of the Nawaub’s treasury, jewels, and property was not 
nearly sufiioient to meet". The English had doubtless, with 
their usual credulity on this subject, greatly over-estimated 
the wealth of Sooraj-oo-dowlah: but there is also reason to 
hollo VO that in the confusion that ensued immediately subso- 
onient to his defeat and flight, a very large portion of his 
treasure and jewels were made away with, by those about the 


* Ornie, vol. 2 , ji. 17U. Tlio ftiilbor of the Seir MutaUlievin says that he itccom- 
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Tt was however finally agreed that half of the a o. not 
sums stipulated should bo paid down at once; of which two- 
thirds were to be in coin and one-third in jewels and plate 
and Unit the remaining half should be discharged in tiiroo ' 
years, by three equal annual payments. Colonel Clives eti- 
trance into the City was not only delayed by the adjustment of 
these matters, but by a rumour of a conspiracy for his assas- ' 

siriation, in which Mceruo, Ihijah Doolub Earn, and Kuddnm 
Uoosoin, a man of considerable influence, were stated to 
be engaged. This appears however to have been xui- 
founded, «as Clivo’s own apprehensions were easily removed, 
and Rajah Dooluh Ram was not only allowed the promised 
commission of 5 per cent, on all the Nawaub’s treasures, but 
subsequently met with very great support from the ColoncL 
Ou the 29th, Clive entered the City, attended by 200 Euro¬ 
peans and 300 Sipahis, and took up his quarters at tlic 
palaoo of Moradbagli, which afibixled sufficient acconimoda 
tion for all his escort. Here he w'as waited upon by IM'eerun, 
witli whom he proceeded to the Nawa^dfs palace, where, in 
the public hall of audience, Meer Jaffier Khdn and all the priu* 
cipal officers were waiting to receive him. Clive now led Meer 
Jaffier Kbdn, who affected some reluctanco, to the Masnud, 
and seating him thereon, saluted him as Nawaiib, with the usual 
forms, and presented him with a nuzznr of 101 gold mohurs. 

He then, Oirough an interpreter, addressed the assembled 
nobles, congratulated them on their good ibrtuno which had 
given them an able and valiant ruler in the place of a weak 
tyrant like Sooraj-oo-dowlah, and exhprted them to bo faithful 
to their new master.f They then all^ made their several 
obeisances and presented nuzzars according to cnstoin. The 
noAv Nawaub was now publicly proclaimed with the high 
Bounding titles of Shoojah-ool-inoolk, Hy.sam-oo-dowlab, Meer 
Jaffier Ali KIu\n Bahacloor, Mahabut Jung, and thus the revo- 
iution was completed. 


• .Tl)o traui^lator of the Seir Mutfikhcrin, Btates that Xterors of rnpeos were 
coiiwaloa in ft separate treivgury in the Zenana, uiul gives sniheient reason to be¬ 
lieve that this allcgiUxon Is not allor- without founclatioji.—Viae Appeiulix. J. 
i Or. 1. 2 , p. 183. 
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Tlio next clay Meer tfaffiev Khan vi^^ecl Colonel Clive, and 
the arrangements for the payment of the several stipulated sums 
were definitively unci officially agreed upon. On this occasion 
tho two treaties were produced, and Omeen Ghiuid who 
presmit, was undeceived as to his expectation of reward: the 
slioch occasioned by iho discovery of the fraud practised upon 
hin.!, is suid to have affected bus reason, hut this seems impro- 
bahlo, as we find him subvsequeutly mixing in public affairs, 
though never occupying his former prominent position. 
Avaiico being his ruling passion, this blow was doubtless a 
severe one, and he must have felt it deeply; it is certain that 
he shortly afterwards tooli a jnlgrimage to a famous Hindoo 
shrine at Maldah, and for a time alienated himself altogether 
from business. 

Oii the tind of July, news w’as brought to the City that 
Sooraj-oo-clowlnh liad been captured; a report wdiich excited 
some commotion amongst the Nawaub’s troops. He had 
reached Rajrnahal, where the rowers of bis boat, fatigued with 
excessive toil, were obliged to rest for the night, and he took 
shelter in the buildings of a deserted garden : here ho was 
discovered at daybreak by a ftilcier named Dana Shah, whose 
nose and ears he had ordered to be cut off thirioen ruontlis 
before, when on his march against the Nawaub of Pufneah.* 
This man recognizing him, immediately made the circum¬ 
stance known to a brother of Meer Jaffier,iinmecl Meor Daood, 
ih(Mi governor of tho town, who at once sent off a party of 
troops that had arrived in quest of lum; they made him pri¬ 
soner and hastened with liini to Moorsliedabad, which they 
reached about midnight on the Snd of Jul}", and immediately 
brought their prize to Meer JaCGer Khan, bound like a common 
feloii, in tho very palace where but a few days before he had 
reigued as a despotic monarch. Trembling and weeping, 
Sooraj-oo-dowlah prostrated himself before his kinsman, and in 
the most abject manner implored for life alone, ileer Jaffier 
Kb^n appears to have been moved, either by compassion fox" 
the fallen condition of his former master and rival, or touched 


StUftTt, p. Seir Mut^Uieriii, vol. 3, p. 
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"compunction at tbe recollection of the benefits he him* A. 
self had received from All Verdea Khan,died ^vith tJjo 
conviction that tliese favours would be repaid by iklelity to his 
grandson azxd heir. But whilwSt these thoughts were passing 
in Meer Jaffier's mind, his son Meerun, a youth of a tierce 
and cruel disposition, who greatly resembled Sooraj-oo-dowlah 
in his character, though wanting in the same grace of manner 
and advantages of person, loudly and urgently insisted that 
the prisoner should'bo put to death. 

The new Nawaub ordered liim to be removed to a place of 
security, when he was takeir to a distant part of the building 
and confined in a miserable ehanibcr, awaiting further orders. 
Meer Jaffier Kh^.n now consulted the several officers present ns 
to his disposal. The better class, either from contempt of the 
weak and pusillanimous character of the deposed Prince, from 
whom they considered no apprehension need, be entertained, 
or else from regard to the memory of Ali Yerclce Khan, and 
some probably from political and personal motives, recovn- 
mended tl>at liis life should be spared, and that he shoul^|^ 
bo kept in a state of mild but secure imprisonment. Other^ 
however, to obtain favour withMcerun, or to prove their zeal, 
dwelt on the clanger of escape and revolution during his iife, 
and urged the necessity of removing him and thus av^ing 
all such risks. Meerun, observing liis fiither’s unwillijrgness 
to pronounce a decision, advised him to retire to rest, promis¬ 
ing he would liimself take care of the prisoner. Mcer Jaffier 
Kh^n affecting to nnderstand from this, that no violence was 
intendedj retired to hia private apartment; when Meerun 
immediately sent one of his own followers, named Mahmedheo 
Beg,^ to the guard with the fatal order for Sooraj-oo-dowlah’s 
death. The boisterous intrusion of these ruffians into his 
room, convinced the unfortunate prisoner that his fate w^as 
sealed ; the fear of death overcame him, and he burst into an 
agony of remorsO and lamentation. At length ho recovered 
himself sufficiently to ask leave to make his ablutions and say 
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• This rnilian had been bred up in the house of Sooraj oo-dowlah’s father, and 
was under great obligations to the famDy. 
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his prayers; his executioners, impatient to comi)lete their 
■work and obtain their reward, complied so far as to dash 
over his head, a pot of water that stood in the room;—the leader 
then stabbed him with a dagger, and the swords of his accora- 
plioes completed the ruthless work * The following morning 
his mangled remains wore placed on an elephant and exposed 
throughout the City, when they were finally convoyed to the 
tonab of Alt Vordee Khdn, and there interred. The populace 
beheld the procession with awe and consternation, and iJm 
soldiery, having no longer a choice between two masters, sub¬ 
mitted quietly to Moer Jaffier Khdn. Thus perished Sooraj- 
oo-dowlah in the 20th year of his age, and the T5th month of 
his reign ; a prince whose short career was connected in a 
most important manner with the British interests in India, 
both for good and evil. 


Omic, vol. 2, p. 181. Stnnrt, p. 031. 3 eir Mutakhorhi, vol. 1, pp. VTS a. 
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FROM THE ACCESSION OF MEEU JAFFIEU KHAN IN JUNE !7CV7, TO : 

THE DEPAKTUEE OF COLONEL CLIVK FOK EUBOP.E IN FEE, J70O. ^ 

The news of the victory at ’^Massey reached Calcutta on the A. P. mr.' 1 
25 th of June, in a letter from Colonel Clivo to tho Governor, 
and shortly afterward intelligence was received of the arrange- ; 

merits that had been made with the new Nawanb, Meer Jaffier 
Khan. Secrecy being no longer requisite, tho nature and 
advantages of the terms concluded, were made known to tho 
iiihahitaiits and members of tho service, which difliisod uni¬ 
versal joy and satisfaction amongst all ranks, and alfordod a 
remarkable contrast to their condition at the same period of 
iho preceding year. ; 

A vessel was immodiately dospatchod to England with tho 
welcome nc%vs, and Mr. Manningham, who had just ar¬ 
rived from Madras, was sent up to Moorshedabad, where ho 
was appointed to act in conjunction with Colonel Clivo and 
Air. Watts, in the formation of a Special Committee for the 
management and adjustment of all affairs counocted with tho 
late revolution. 


Continued diffiouldes were started by liajah .Doolub Bam 
relative to the condition of the Nawaub’s treasury, but Colonel 



* Tho works that have chiefly f«rniaht'(l materials for this Chapter, aro:*— 
Orme’a MiUtary Transactions in HiuclosUii, vola. 3 and S. 

Cainbridge’s War in India, 1 vol. 8vo. i702. 

Ivea’Voyage and Historical Narrative, 1 vol., 4U.>. 

The Sier Mutakborin, CaiciiCa edition, voh . 

CiuTncioli’s Lii’o of Lord Cl ire, 4 vols, Bvo. ^ 

Malcolm’s Life of Lord Clive, 3 vols., 8m - 

Grose’s Voyage to the East Judies, vol. 2. 

Wilson’s Edition of Mill’s British India, vol. 3. 

First and Second iieports of the Select Committee of the House of Commoiiis, 
1770. 

Keports of the Convinitlcc of Secresy appointed by the House of Commons, 
1778. 

.Annual Various years. 

Hansard’s I'urliameiitry History. Various years. 

Genoral Military Register of iho Bengal EjMahliflluuent, 1 vol. folio, Calcutta, 
1707 . 






DISTRTBUTrON OF THE COMPENSATION, [chJ 


Clive coutiijaocl firm in liis demands, and at length on tbo 
()th ot Jidy, tli 0 Committee received, in coinedsilverj the sum 
of Es, 7,27 ijOOd in part payment of the first instalment. This 
treasure was packed in 700 chests and laden on 100 boats, 
which proceeded under the ohnrge of a large body of troops, 
to Nuddoah, where they were jnet by the boats of the- 
Squadron, under which escort, the treasure was brought to- 
Ualeiitta in triiinipli, with banners and music, the majority 
pf the inhabitants joining the procession.* Nevei: before had 
Ihe nation obtained a prize of such value, and the arrival of 
this sum imongst the impoverished inhabitants was a source 
of general rt joicing. On the 9th of August following, Rajah 
'^‘ .Doolub Ram after many excuses and delays, j}aicl up an addi* 
tionalsiim of Rs. 1,655,358, in cash ; and on the SOlli of the 
same month, he delivered a further amount of Es. 1,599,737 in 
gold, jewels, and coin. These throe payments made up the 
sum of Rs. 10,705,737. The amount of the first instalment 
agreed upon, was Es. 11,350,000, being one-half of the total 
stipulations ; consequently the balance still remaining unpaid 
was Rs. 584,905.t . 

A Committee of the most respectable inhabitants was ap¬ 
pointed to regulate the distribution of the oompensation for 
the losses sustained during the capture of Calcutta, and this 
cliflBoult and delicate duty appeal's to have boeu performed 
with such discretion and equity, as to afford general 
satisfaction. This inllux of bullion spread affluence amongst 
all classes, and afforded an extraordinary stimulus to trad*.' 
and commerce, but it was followed by its usual consequences, 
luxury and reckless speculation, and also by an unjust and 
domineering abuse of th.. privileges of trade obtained by the 
recent treaty. One of tbo earliest measures adopted conse¬ 
quent on the new arrangements, was the establishment of a 
mint, and the first rupees were coined in Calcutta on the 19th 
August, 1758.J 

The settlemout of the other stipulated payments was not 
so easily arranged. Admiral Watson, who though ho had 


♦ Ormc, vul. 2, pp. 187*8. 
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ed the treaty with Meer Jaffiev Khto, had taken no part A.n 


once \ 


or responsibility os a member of the Select Committee in 
bringing aboat the revolution> now put in his claim to share 
in the benclUs accruing to that body, although no sum had 
been stipulated for on his account, beyond his share of 
the donation to the Squadron, which was a very consi¬ 
derable one. This claim was resisted ; but when refer' 
red to Colonel Ciive, ho gave his opinion, that though the 
Admiral bad no legal or spocitic right, his services and co¬ 
operation in the general arningements entitled him to a share, 
which he proposed should be made equal to the Governor's 
by a deduction of 10 per cent, from the sums obtained by 
all the other participators, and he further remitted at 
the amount of that deduction from his owm quota. This ex* 
ample was followed by several of the other gendernen, but 
the majority refused to accede to the proposition.’'^ 

The Admirahs heirs subsequently brought their claim in¬ 
to a Court of Law in England, but w'ithout success. 

Another cause of dissension related to the claims of that 
portion of iho Squadron which served with the land force, 
they claiming a right to participate in the donation to the 
Army as w’ell as in that to the .Navy. This was resisted by 
the 'Military, who strengthened their objection by adducing 
the fact that the share of each grade in tJie Navy was already 
greater than that of the corresponding ranks in the Army. 
With a view of arranging this and other disputed points, 
Colonel Clive appointed a Committee, consisting of two 
otBcers from each branch of the service ; and it was agreed 
that the votes of a majority should decide every question. 
This Committee decided against the claim of the Navy, and 
further resolved that'the amount available should be divided 
at once. Colonel Clive considering this decision unfair to¬ 
wards the Navy, who had no representatives present, over¬ 
ruled their determination, and dissolved the Committee. 

Upon this, the Military officers drew np and signed a pro¬ 
test, remonstrating against the Colonel s opinions and con¬ 
duct, which w’as brought to him on the 5th of July, by a 
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COLONEL CLIVES DECTSION- 





deputation of oflicers from the Committee ; Clivo inimedi- 
atciy placed tlio Avbolo of the dopiUation under arrest, and 
sent Captain Armstrong of the Bombay detaclimont, whom 
lie looked upon us the ringleader, down to Calcutta. 

The protest of the officers is not upon,record, but Clivo’s 
answer to it has been preservcch It ia addressed7o 
OJpicers tvho sent the remonslrance and p'otest," and is as 
follows:— 

“Gkntlkmen, 

“ I have roceivod both your romonstnmeo and protest. Had you con^ 
suited tbo dictates of your own reason, those of justice, or tho rospoct 
duo to vour commanding oilicor, 7 am persuaded suoh a paper, so higlily 
injurious to your own honour as oIBcors, could never have escaped yoii. 

“ Yon say you were assembled at a council to give youv opinion about 
a maUev of property. Pray, Gontlemoi), bow comes it that a promise 
of a sum of money from tlio ISfabob, entirely negotiated by me, can 
bo deoinoda matter of right and property ? So very far from it, it is 
now in my power to return to the Nabob tho money already advanced, 
and leave it to lus option whether ho will pcrforxn his promise or not 
You have stormed no town, and found tho money there ; neitlier did 
you find it in tho plains of Plassey, after tho defeat of the Nabob. In 
short, Gentlemen, it pains me to remind you, that what you aro to re¬ 
ceive is entirely owing lo tho care I took of your interest. Had I not 
interfered greatly in it, yon had been loft to the Company’s generosity, 
who perhaps would have thought you sulficiently rewarded in recoiving 
a pres^mt of six. month’s pay ; in return for wljtch, I have been treated 
with lifO greatest disrespect and ingratitude, and what is still worse, you 
liavo ilown in tho faco of my authority for over-ruling an opinion, which, 
if passed, would have been highly injurious to your own reputation, 
being attended with injustice to the Navy, and been of tho worst conso- 
tjuences to tho cause of tlm nation and cho Company. 

1 shill, tlieroforo, send the money down to Calcutta, give directions 
to tho agents of both parties to have itslirolFod ; and when tbo Nabob 
sigiuBes his ploasnro (on whom it solely depends) that tho money bo 
paid yon, yon slmll then loccivo it, and not boforo. 

“ Your behaviour has been such, tliat you cannot expect I should in¬ 
terest myself any furtlior in your concerns. J therefore retract the pro¬ 
mise I made tho other day, of negociating oitlior tho rest of tho Nabob’s 
promise, or tbo one-third, wliich was to bo received in the same manner 
as tho vest of tho public wouoy, at tbroo yearly eipial paymonts. 


“ J am, Gentlemoa, 

‘ Your most obedient, humblo servant, 

“ JloBT. Cmvu 
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^on this, tlio oflioors addressed a letter aohuoAvledging a. d. itot, 
themselves in error, wbicli they forwarded through Major 
Kilpatrick, wlio was deputed to wait upon the Colonel, 
and request him to forget and forgive what had taken place. 

To this Colonel OUve acceded, and replied to their aoknovv- 
lodgment in the lollowiiig terms :— 

Gjsn'dlemen, 

“ I have ever been desirous of tbo love and good opinion of my offi ¬ 
cers, and have often pursued their interest in preforenco of my own. 

What passed the other day is now forgotten, and I shall always bo 
glad of an opportunity of convincing you how much. 

T am, Gcntlomon, 

Your most obedient,, humble servant, 

Eobt. Clive 

llnis ended this disagreeable discussion; but much ill 
will was created amongst the troops by finding their brethren 
of the Navy, who had generally, so little share in the clangers 
and fatigues of the campaign, so much more liberally remu¬ 
nerated than themselves, who had endured: the chief risk, la¬ 
bour, and privation. 

Admiral Watson only lived to see tlio complete success of 
the arrangements in which he had borne ao important and 
distinguished a part, ho had been ailing for some time past, 
and on the 12 th of August, became seriously indisposed; hi.^ 
disease was the malignant fever, then bo prevalent in Bengal, 
which carried him off on the Khh of the same month. On 
the following day, lie was buried in the oemetery of Calcutta, 
where his tomb still remains;* * his funeral was attended not 
only by Admiral Pooocko and tbo officers and men of the 


♦ The following is tlio hjs.>riptiou on the tomb. 

* Here iios interred the body of Charles Watson, Esq., Vico Admiral of the 
White, Conimandor-iii Chief of his Majestj-'s Naval Forces in the East Indies, who 
(loimricd tliiij life on the 10th doy of August 1707, in the iltb year of his age. 

Gheridh tahim, Fehruari} l0/7t, 1750. 

Calcutta freed, Jauuarn ’indy 1757. 

Chandernaijore taken, March 2^rdf 1757. 
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hfl l-GKMATtON' OF A SECOND SIPAHI BATTALION. [CHA'^i^ ^ ^ 

Squadron, but by Ooloucl Clivo, and all the Military cfficera 
in Calcutta, aa also by all the Earoiiean inhabitants, by most 
of the Fronch gentlemen, then prisoners on parole iij 
Calcutta, and by a vast concoar.so of Armenians and Natives. 
His frank and honest character and kindly disiwsition had 
endeared him to nil classes, and few public men in India have 
been more generally beloved and resiwotcd. Provions todhe 
news of his death roaching England, he hod been appointed 
a \hc 0 Admiral of the White, and a monument vva.s subsequent¬ 
ly erected to Iris memory in Westminster Abbey. 

With reference to the enlarged territory and the higher 
military position now obtained by the British in India, one 
of tlie primary measures that appears to have occupied the 
‘attention of Colonel (dJive was the increase of the military 
force of the Presidency; but as nothing could bo done to 
effect this, as far as the European tr jops were concerned, 
hoyond local enlistment on a small scale, he contented him¬ 
self with writing homo and urgently impressing upon the 
Court of Directors tlio necessity of speedily sending out a 
largo body of recruits for this purpose, and in the mean time 
exerted himself to obtain such immediate addition to his , 
military strength, as lay within the compass of his own means: 
accordingly, he commenced, without delay, enlisting men and 
organising a second Battalion or Iteginiont ol regular Sipahis, 
which, formed on drafts from the old Corps, was in A state of 
comparative efficiency in a remarkably short period.* 

But before entering further on the general military arrange- ■ 
ments and proceedings ol this period, it becomes iiecessary 
to revert to occurrences immediately subsequent to, and con- 
sequent on, the victory at. Plassey. 

Monsieur Law, with the party of Frenchmen and Sipahis 
under his command, had immediately advanced from B4ghli- 
pore on receipt of Sooraj-oo-dowlah's summons, and bad ao- 
tualiv arrived within twenty miles of R&jmahal, when he re¬ 
ceived intelligence of the defeat and capture of that un- 

* T)ii 9 Battulion iruist not b« confounded with die existing 2nd or Grenadiec 
JR^gimeu. of Native Infantry, as it was destroyed at Patna in 1763. 

Captain Williams, p. 11, falls into the error of taking this Corps for tho Ma^ 
tlisw'S'ka Pultun/’ a distinguished Battidion, which was not however raised until 
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rfinaf,e Princo ; upon the coiifunnation of which, ho com- A. D. mo. 
menccd a retrograde march towards Pat;la, with the intention 
or offering his services to Euitvh Barn Narain, the Governor 
of that province. 

Of all the Hindoo ofticors whom Ali Verdee Khan h.'idi 
raised to power and office, Kam ,Narain appears to have bee:a 
iho-only one possessed of sufficient gratitude to his former 
master, to remain faithful to the cause of the grandson. It 
is, however, probable, that his continual absence Irom the 
Durbar, owing to which ha was comparatively little subject to 
the caprices and insolence of Sooraj-oo-dowlah, may have in a 
great measure tended to tliis result, and a strong feeling of 
personal enmity towardvS Meet Jaffier Kh^n, kept constantly 
alive by his collision with Mali mood Aljrnee KMn, a brother, 
and Meer Mahmood Kossim Khau, a brothcr-in-kw of that 
chief,doubtlessaidedmatorially'in biadingbim, to theinterests 
of his Sovereign. A knowledge of these circumstances had in- 
cluecd the Juggm. Seths and Hajab Doolub Ram to avoid giving 
him any hint of the measures in contemplation, or attempting 
to enlist him in the confederacy. Poreseeing, llO^Yever, tlio 
probability of some dissensions, he had all along regard¬ 
ed Monsieur Law and his party as an important resource 
in the event of any struggle, and from the time they 
had first entered the province under his charge, he had 
given them his countenance and support Under these cir* 
cumstances, Monsieur Law's determination of joining him was 
at once natural and judicious. It was equally natural that 
Meer Jaffier Kh^ti and the members of the new ministry 
should feel distrust of Rara Naratn, and bo desirous of pre¬ 
venting, if possible, the junction of Monsieur Law, which 
.would -afford a material accession to his strength. It was 
theretbro determined to send a detachment wdthout delay, to 
overtake and destroy the French party, or at any rate to 
overawe Bam Narain, and deter him from taking them into 
his service .sliould they reach Patna. 

MeeiLiffier Khan notwitVisfcunding the apparent acquies¬ 
cence of the soldiery in the new state of affairs, felt so little 
confidonco in their regard or fidelity towards himself, that he 
w'as afraid to trust any considerable bodv of them at a distance,. 





MAJOR ^lOOTE CETACllEO IN PURSUIT. 


[CIIA^^J^ 


• which Colonel Clive perceiving, and being also aware of the 
dilatory nature of native proceeding.^, determined to under- 
take the expoclition with British troops alono. 

It was the 4th of July, when Clivo came to this dcterniina’- 
don, and he immediately sent forward tho two Grenadier 
Gompanics of the Sipahi Battalion, under a Native officer 
named Mooten Beg, as an advance^d guard, clirooting a body 
of European troops and Madras Sipahis to hold themselves in 
readiness to follow, under the command of Major Archibald 
Grant of II. M. s 89th liogimont. The next day, however, 
some changes were made in these arrangements, and tho com¬ 
mand of the detachment was given to .Major Eyre Coote, who 
accordingly came in from camp to Moorshedabad to assuine 
command. 

The details for this expeditioD, in addition to the two 
Greuaclior companies of Bipahis forming the advance, 
consisted of Inyo companies of European Infantry, under 
the command of Captain Alexander Grant of the Bengal 
service, with a detail of Artillery and 2 six pounder field- 
pieces, commanded by Lieutenant Tvinch, aided by Mr* 
tfohnstone, wlio also acted as Major Cootes Secretary, 
together with throe companies of tho Madras Sipahis, and 
10 Bildars or Mah moo toe-men ; amounting altogether to 223 
Europeans, including officers and Artillery, and 500 Sipahis, 
including the udvaiiced guard.Tho baggage, stores, car¬ 
riages, ummuhition, and provisions were laden upon 40 boats, 
all of NYhioli were very ill equipped with boatnien or tackle, 
and these w-ere not ready until tho 0th of July, by which time 
tho French party had got half way to Patna 

Qn that date, Major Oooto commenced his march from 
Moorshedabad, and the same evening reached Rumna, where 
he was greatly annoyed by the drunkenness and disorder 
})revailing aanongst his detachment. The following morning 
he emharkod the Europeans in the boats which bad been pre¬ 
pared for the purpose, and continued his route,—the Bipahis 
marching parallel .with the boats along the bank of tho ri- 
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, that evening they arrifcd at Cbup'^vuh ; the following A. 
evening they re.iclicd Belgh'itta, where, meeting the Royal 
lleot of boats from Dacca, h< procured three good boats luid 
87 dandies or boatmen from tbc Nazir in charge of the flotil¬ 
la. Here Major Ooote, leaving tho Europeans in thcic boats 
under the command of Captain Grant, pushed on witli tlio 
tlireo companies of Sipahis, with a view of overtaking the 
two advanced conijianies, which had started, two days previ¬ 
ously ; that night he reached Sooty, near the confluence of 
the Ganges and the Kossimbazar river. On the evening of 
the 9th, he got as far as Dogatchee, where ho was mot by Meer 
Jaffier Khan’s brother, Daood Khan, who cornmaDded at Eaj- 
mahal, from whom he learned that Monsieur Law had left 
Lerrialigully hut a few days hofore j on tne lOtli, ho pushed 
on to Itaimuha), where he overtook the two advance companies 
of Sipahis ; hero he halted for the .Kuropoaus to join, who 
came up late on the following night, having experienced great 
difficulty in proceeding from want of dandies and proper tac¬ 
kle for the boats, and from the wretched condition of these 
vessels ; three boats were still loft behind,— one containing the 
arrack for the troops, another the tumbrils of the guns, and 
a third the ammunition. The Major now applied to Daood 
Kh4n, who promised to procure a fresh sup[dy of arrack, and 
to send out and collect more boats. He also engaged 
to furnish a considerable boily of Cavalry, and to reinforce 
the detachments stationed at Terriabgully and’ Sikreeguily, 
the Latter, however, he' entirely neglected, and only furnished 
a party of 120 Horse, and even these refused to march with¬ 
out an advance of pay, which Major Cooto had neither tlio 
means or authority to furnish. All the workmen procurable, 
on the spot were employed in repairing tVie boats, and on the 
night of the 12th, thfe tumbril and ammunition boats came 
up. The Major now wrote to Colonel Clive, reporting the 
dilficuUies and obstructions he had encountered, and request¬ 
ing oi’ders relative to his future proceedings : bo also report- 
. ed that the advanced jiarty of Sipahis had captured a Swiss 
in the Ereiich service, named Alexander Sauesure, whom 
they discovered disguised as a native, respecting wiiose 
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OKSIGNS OF A SWISS DRSERTER. 

...IspoBal ho also requested iiistraotions. On the 1 Bill, he 
received a letter from Colonel Clive wriiton some days previ¬ 
ous, directing him to follow ‘Monsieur Law as far as Patna, if 
he could not come up with him before reaching that place*^- 
On the same day the Serjeant of th(3 Guard, by name 
TJavergne, reported that the prisonor Satmure had been 
tamperingwith him and persuading liim to desert, and that 
he had divulged a plan which ho had formed for escap¬ 
ing, through tlio connivance of one of tlie Sipahis, who 
was on guard over him; he lifid further communicated 
to him tho contents of a letter he had written to Mon¬ 
sieur Law, giving that officer an account of the proceed¬ 
ings and intentions of the English detachment, and narrat¬ 
ing his own plans of escape. On receiving this report, 
IShijor Ooote sent lAeutenant Flaoton, the officer on duty, 
to search the prisoner, on \vho8(3 pjerson was formd not 
only the letter alluded to, addressed to Monsieur Law, but 
other doGiirnents of importance. Erftm these and other 
ovidenoes obtained, it appeared that Saassure was a de¬ 
serter from the British service, having originally come out 
to India in a Swiss Company, raised for, and attached to, the 
Bombay European IlcgirnenL ; he had deserted from thence 
and entered the Dutch service, in which he obtained a Com¬ 
mission, but having, whilst stationed at Batavia, killed one 
officer in a duel and w’ouudcd two others, ho had been com¬ 
pelled to make his escape, and bad contrived to reach Pondh 
cherry, where being speedily engaged in a similar affair, lie 
bad been obliged to leave that place also, which he did in a 
Danish ship bound to Bengal, whore he arrived a short time 
before tho battle of Piasscy when he immediately joined the 
party stationed at .Kossimhazar under Monsieur St. Frais. In 
his letter to Mon.sieur Law he gave a full detail of that uetion, 
and represented that he had been promised the command of 
f.OOO men by Sooraj-oo-dowlah, which he bad proposed to 
employ as an advanced guard in preventing the English from 
obtaining possession of Plassey grove; to tho non-perform- 
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this promisG by tlic Nawaiib, and tbo \vant of support A, 
given to tho Frenoh party stationed at die tank, he ascribed 
the loss of tho action. Ho went on to say that, after the 
defeat, lie had proposed to Monsieur St. Frais to endeavour 
to form a junction with Monsieur Law, but that officer con¬ 
sidering Snob a measure impracticable, he had himself deter- 
rnhisd to make tho attempt; that ho had secreted himself 
until tho departure of Major Coote, and then set out on his 
undertaking, disguised as a Moossulmiin, but had unfortu¬ 
nately been detected by Mooton Beg commanding the ad¬ 
vanced party of Sipahis, whilst lingering in their camp. He 
further mentioned his plan and intention of escaping, and 
requested that a trustworthy Hirkarrali might be sent to 
facilitate liis designs and aid him in the attempt. But at the 
same time he urged Monsieur Law to aggressive meusures ; 
lie wrote— “ You, Sir, have it in your power with theTroof-is 
‘ under your command, to get the better of the English 
^ detachment now in pursuit of you. In the twinkling of 
‘ an eye you may entirely change the face of atfairs hero. 

‘ Y’our name is in high repute amongst tho Moors, and tlie 
‘ military reputation of Monsieur Bussy is so great and 
‘ dreado:!, that this party must instantly fly at bis very 
‘ name.” He then concluded by recommending Monsieur 
Law to make a sudden countermarch, and to attack tho 
Majors party at a particular spot which he described, assur¬ 
ing him that such an unexpected attempt could not fail of 
success, and that ho might easily kill or make prisoners all 
tho officers, especially those of the Sipahis, who were, ho 
stated, ‘‘ more addicted to drunkenness than even, the Euro- 
** pean soldiers themselves.^'' 

The prisoner being brought before a Court Martial con- 
si.sting of Ma,jor Coote and the other officers, was unable 
to deny th.at he had written tho letters found on his person, 
and liaving nothing to urge in his defenoo, w'as found guilty 
of desertion and of acting as a spy, and as such was con¬ 
demned to be hung; which sentence Major Coote considered 
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it advisable to act upon without delay, and it was accordingly 
put in oxecvrtion that evening, in presence ol‘ the whole 
detachment. The Sipalii whom he had seduced into conni * 
vrioce at his Intended escape, WHS tried on the following day 
by a Native Court Martial, composed of tho Soobadars and 
Jemmndars of the detachinent, by whom he was found guilty, 
and sentenced to rcceivo 500 laslies, and to be dismissed 
from the service.^ This is the first instance on record in the 
Bengal Army of a Native Court Martial, and it is worthy of 
observation that on that occasion the excellent ininoiple 
of dismissal after corporal punishment, long eubseqiietUly 
introduced os a general rule into tho brat brought 

into operation. 

After various delays and fruitless iDromises on the part of 
Daood Khiin, Major Oooto was obliged to re-commenco his 
inarcli on tho 15tb, in very little better condition tlia^n be 
arrived ; a supply of dandies, tacklo* and fresh boats, in which 
he had intended to have embarked the Sipalus had been faitb- 
fully promised, but none were furnished; the latter were 
consequently obliged to continue their route by land. That 
evening he reached Sikreegully and examined tho pass 
ihero, which he found to bo very di/Bcult and well cal- 
cuhited for defence, the natural obstacles having been 
rendered more formidable by a strong lino of forturba* 
lions ; on tho ICUh, lie reached Goiijapoor, and on the l7th, 
after passing the defile of T(\rriahgully, similar in cha¬ 
racter to, but even more formidable than that’ of Sikrecgul- 
ly, he reached Bhahabad, Here a French Sipahi from the 
coast, joined the camp, who reported that, having had a quar¬ 
rel with his Jommadar, and having received no pay for some 
time, he had desertorl from Monsieur Law’s detachment about 
10 days before, when they were at Monghyr ; that the party 
consisted of about 140 Europeans and 00 Sipabis, with ^ 
field-pieces, that they were all well armed and equipped, and 
had plenty of ummunitiom and military stores, but wore in 
much distress for money. On tho 18th tho wliolc party 
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Bagliiilpore, G5 milcB from Ilnjmabul m<\ 35 miles A. 0. i 767 , 
from Patna. Hero tho JMajor received a letter fronv Colonel. 

Olive, dated the enclosing piirwiituihs from Mecr JafB.er 
Khan, addressed to the several officers in his route, ordering 
that every assistance should be rendered to the detuchinent, 
cither as regarded provisions, boats, or men, aiid also a com¬ 
mission, conferring on Major Eyre Coote the command of tho 
whole of the Nawaiib’a troops. The Major immediately sent 
for tliC Foujdar, and showing his purwanah, demanded 00 
Morsemeir, wliich were readily furnished ; lie also sent a 
purwauaii to tlie Rajah of Kurruckpore, requesting the 
assistance of 20() ITorsemen, whom ho directed to l>o sent to 
meet him at Monghcer. He then forwarded tho Nawaubs or¬ 
der to tho Jemmadar at d31iar, directing him to burn tho boats 
of Monsieur liaw’s fleet if they should put in there, and to 
throw every otlxer ]>osAiblo obstacle in their way : on tho same 
evening, however, be receiyed a letter from Mr. Peakes, the 
chief of the factory at Patna, dated the 10th, reporting, that 
Monsieur Law had passed that city, and was marching on to- 
wards the territories of 8hoojah-oo-dowIah, tho Nawaab of 
Oude ; he further reported that the^party consisted of 100, 
Europeans, 1 25 Coast and 40 Bengal Sipahis, with B field- 
pieces and 0 patteraroes.^ 

On tlie PJth the Major continued his route, tho Europeans 
still in their boats, tho 00 Horsemen and tlie Sipahis march¬ 
ing as heretofore: that evening he reached Jehangheerab, and 
on the /^Otb, proceeded to Croorghat-nullab, where he was 
joined by Meerza Kulbee Allee, the son of the Foujdar of 
gluilpore, with a party of buxarries or mutchlock-mcn, and 
pushing on, bo reached Mougheor late that night. Here be 
was immediately waited upon by the Dewan, or Governor of 
the place, from whom he demanded a supply of dandies, as 
several of the boats were in the rear, and two reported to be 
aground ; on the following day, ^3^0 dandies having been fuL 
nished, tho wholoof the fleetwasbrouglit up. Major Coote was 
desirous of entering and examining the Fort of Monghcer, which 


♦ Ivfls, p, 102. 


V 




MUriNOUf; CONDUCT OK THK EUROI’JiAN’S. 


fcHA' 


•§L 


Uhon muintfuncd considerable reputation as a place of strength: 
but on approaching the walls, altliougli aocomiiawied by the 
Dewan.he received a significant hint to give over the attempt,— 
tlie garrison lining the ramparts with their matches and port¬ 
fires lighted.* On the 22nd. ho ooutinned his route, tho Sipahis 
marching round the Fort, and the boats with the Europeans 
crossing the river on account of the strong currents at tins 
point. I’ho former made a long march and reached iNawaub- 
gunge, whilst the latter having had one boat overset, by whicli; 
an .European auJ several stand of arms were lost, re-crossed 
tbe river and anchored for the night at Flybntguuge. Hero 
another communication was received from Mr. Peakes, announ¬ 
cing that Monsieur Law had reached Chuprah, and being novv 
clo.se on tho Glide frontier, was certain of the means of escap¬ 
ing when he pleased. 

On the evening of the 22nd, Major Coote, with the greater 
part of the fleet, stopped at Nuwaubguuge, but some of tlie 
boats wont cn to Luokinpore. On the 23rd the Major's budge- 
row, groimded at the mouth of the Eaj Nullah, and he was 
eompellcd to leave her to bo got off and repaired ; from thence 
he procooded on foot to Luckinpore, where he joined the rest 
of iholfleet and the Sipahis, when tbe whole pushed on to 
-Burreah, which they reached that afieraoon. Several acci¬ 
dents having happened to the fleet, and daily risks having been 
incurred, the Major determined upon di.sembarking the whole 
of the troops and marching on from Burreah : he accordingly 
landed the field-pieces and ammunition, whicli were drawn 
and carisltd by tho troops, and putting himself at tho head 
of tho party, they marched that evening to Ben-iahpore, a 
distance of about six miles. On the 24th they made a long 
and fatiguing maich l.p. l crraruck, wfliere they arrived about 
2 o’clock in the afternoon. Luring the whole of this march 
the Europeans had c.vpressed great discontent, and latterly 
began to evince a very mutinous spirit j they complained of 
the fatigue aud privations they had undorgone, of the great 
inoom enience tiiey suffered from the want of arrack and shoes. 
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on reaching Pj^raruck, positively rofuseci to march A. 
Major Coote, finding them deaf to bis orders 


any fartlier.'^^ 

and entreaties, embarked them once more in their boats, and 
leaving Capt. Grant in command, directed him to follow lei- 
surelv, whilst he himself continned his march Aviththo Sipahis 
to Bhar. On the arrival of the fleet at this place, the Major 
inado another attempt, through the medium of the Npa- 
oornmissioned officers, to bring the Europeans to a proper 
sense of their duty, reniinding them of his exertions on their 
behalf, pointing out the sorions nature of their offence, and 
threatening thoin not only to report the whole circumstanco 
to Colonel Clive, V)ut to leave them behind at Patna, and con- 
thiiie the pursuit with the Sipahis alone. To this they repli(:d 
that they should look upon the latter part of the threatened 
‘‘ disgrace as the most desirable event that could liuppen to 
them, as they wore persuaded that their officers’ intention 
was to kill them, in order to put their share of prize money 
'Mnt .0 their own pockets/’ Finding all remonstrance useless 
AYhlist the niou were in this temper, ho gave over the attempt, 
and directing Captain Grant to bring them on to Patna, coii- 
timied his march with the Sipuhis alone. On the ho 

made a forced march to Bykantpore near Futwah, about B 
miles from Patna. During this march he received letters from 
Rajah Earn Narain, the Governor of Behar, apologising for 
the escape of the French party under Monsieur Law, which 
he attributed partly to his not liaviug received earlier 
instructions on the subject from Moorshedubad, and 
partly to liis having himself been absent from^'Patna for 
some time, engaged in an expedition against the potty 
Rajahs of Moy and Sader, whose districts lay about 30 miles 
south-east of Patna, Ho further stated that, on his return, 
he had immediatly proclaimed Meev Jaffier Khdn, Nawaub of 
Bengal, Bohar, and Orissa, that ho had dispatched 2,000 
troops in pursuit of Monsieur Law, and disbanded the greater 
pm’tion of his own Army. On the detachment reaching the 
camp, a deputation from RaurNarain arrived, under pretence of 
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compliinent:, but in reality to observe tbo natitro and 
strength of the force and ascertain the conimander's in¬ 
tentions, They repeated tlie siibstancG of the Eajah’s letter^, 
to 'which Major Gooto replied by saying that he would be 
at Patna the next day, when he would himself -wait on tho 
Rajah and arrange further pluua and operations. 

On the morrung of the having landed the Artillery, 

they and the Sipahis marched into Patna, whilst the Major, 
joining tho Puropeans, proceeded by w^ater. The wliolo 
reachedrthe linglish factor 5 % situated cn the bank of the river, 
just w’ifchout tho w'estern wall of the City, about noon. This 
was a spacious building, within v/hich the whole of tho Euro¬ 
peans and SiiJahis were quartered. Major Ooote prepared im¬ 
mediately to wait upon Rajah Ram Narain, but ho received u 
ixiossage from the latter, requesting him to take some re¬ 
pose, which ho must require, and to defer his visit until, the 
following day. In the afternoon, 3 Europeans and some 
Sipahis, ^Yho, with tho butcher of the detachment, wore bring¬ 
ing some cattle from the bazar to the factory, were, without 
any provocation, attacked by a party of peons belonging to 
the Gar|ison, and several of them wounded. This was imme¬ 
diately reported to Rajah Ram Narain,who disavowed all know- 
ledge of the outrage, expressed his regret for what had occur- 
cd, and promised, if he could convict tbc perpetrators, to send 
them to Major Coote; but no attempt was made to discover 
or punish tlrern ;at tho same time he requested that the Major 
would not visit him the nest day, as previously arranged, on 
the plea that some collision might occur between their respec¬ 
tive followers. During the night, a number of the Europeans 
got drunk and behaved in a most disorderly manner,—upon 
which Major Coote selected 30 of the worst amongst them, 
who[had also been foremost in the recent mutiiiv, and placed 
them iu confinement.f 

On the following day, the Major held a conference with 
Mahomud Ahmec, the brother, and Meer Kossim Kluin, the 
brother-in-law of the Nawaub Meer Jaflier Ivhdn. They warned 
liim to be on his guard against Ram Narain, who, tliey stated. 
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itatecl rendoriiig himself iiulepenclont of Mecr Jaffier A. 
IChiin, ^vith which view he had already made application for as¬ 
sistance to Shopjah-oo-dowlali, tho Nawaub of Oudo ; that ho 
also purposed the destruction of the English, and had held a 
council the previous evening, in which it was arrat^ged to lull 
upon the detachment unexpectedly and cut oil tho whole party. 
Tliis w*as in a measure confirmed by the report of one of tho 
ofHcera, who, whilst walking in the City, overheard two men of 
some rank discussing a plan for surprising the factory,--they 
supposing him to be ignorant of tlio language,-r-as was then 
generally the case with Ehropeans. The two Noblemen 
hirlhor stated that Hajali Ram Narain might easily have in¬ 
tercepted Monsieur Law had ho thought proper to do so, 
instead of svhich ho had rendered him every assistance, and waa 
still in communication with him. This information deter¬ 
mined Major Coote to take every precaution for tho safety of 
the detachment, and to place no confidence in the advice or 
promises of the Rajah. 

He now wrote to Colonel Clive, reporting tlie state of affairs, 
and also addressed the Nawaub of Oucle, reciucsting hhu 
not to allow the French to enter or remain in hiS doiijituons. 
His own greatest cause of anxiety was owing to tlie mutinous 
disposition of the troops ; but having now a favouxable 
opportunity, he determined to try the effects of soverity. Ho 
accordingly ordered a Court Martial on the 80 men he had 
placed in confinenient, when they were all found guilty of 
mutinous and insubordinate conduct, and sentenced to 
bo flogged, which was immediately carried into effect in tho 
presence of the whole detacbment.t This timely severity 
was perfectly successful, and no further tnurmurs were heard 
from the Europeans; but on the following day, the SOth, a 
very unexpected emeute occurred amongst the Sipahis. Having 
determined to continue his pursuit of the French j^arty. 
Major Coote had paraded the troops in the afternoon, pre¬ 
paratory to a march, when the Sijiahis in a body laid down 
their arms, and refused to proceed farther. The Madras 
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. BipaViiB, in particular, com plained of the Imrclsliips and fatigue 
they had midergoric ; and the immense distance that they 
wore I’iow removed from ibeir families ; t)iat they had em ¬ 
barked only for service in Calcutta, v/hercas they had been 
gradually taken on to Chanclenmgore, Moorshedabad/and 
l^atna, and that now they were again required to a.dvance, 
and consequently saw no end to their labours. They also 
complained of being in arrears of paj', and not having 
received tho just amount to which they were entitled. 
Major Ooote endeavoured to persuade them to return to 
their duty; ho pointed out the ill consequence that must; 
accrue from their conduct;—that that party was a very smull 
ono, and surrounded by enemies, who were on the watch to take 
advuniage of any opportunity such as the present;—that every 
thing depended upon their unanimity and discipline;—that by 
laying down their arms they were depriving themselves of their 
only means of defence,—and that thoy might be sure the loawSt 
that could happen to them, in sucli a case, would be, to lose all 
tlic wealth they already accumulated, and also to forfeit all their 
claims to the large amount of prize-inonoy now cluo,^ This re¬ 
monstrance had the desired eftect, tlie men tosmiied their arms, 
and marched at once with the Artilleiy to" BardeyporO;, 'Where tho 
Company had a garden al^out 5 miles from.the City; the Euro • 
pcan Infantry proceeding, thither by Avater. During the <10th, 
they were delayed at Bankypere making preparations; tnany of 
tho dandies and followers had deserted, and although Kajah 
Bam Narain had promised a liberal supply of whatever was ro- 
(juired, very little assistance was actually received. On this day, 
Major Cuoto hehl a council of war, consisting of tho 4 Cap¬ 
tains under his command; ho produced tho several letters he 
had received from Colonel Clive, ordering him to follow Mon¬ 
sieur Law as far as practicable, and also stated that he had re¬ 
ceived positive intelligence that the French party wore a day s 
juarch out of the Bchar territory, and were encamped in that 
of Siioojali-oo-Dovvhili; he accordingly put the question, whe- 
‘ thor they tliought it possible that the dctnchmont under his 
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coulu go oil with the saino expedition they had A. D. n-v?. 
‘ liiihorto done ?” It was unaniiHOusi) decided to b.o inipossh 
ble, for tlie following reasons;—Ist. Because the Sipabis 
' had already laid down their arms on account of the groat 
‘ fatigues they had unclei gone in their long niarcli to I^atna, and 
‘ had been prevailed on with much difficulty to take them 
‘ up again. Sndly. J3ecause of the discontent that reigned 
‘ amongst the Europeans, the desertion of the dandies ana 
‘ black servants, and the very great difficulty that was daily ex- 
' perienced of getting others in their room/' The Council 
were, however, unanimously of opinion, that they should still 
‘ proceed in the best mniiner they could, though by easier 
* marches, in pursuit of Mr. Law."^* 

On the 31 St, they accordingly made a short march to .Dina- 
pore, from whence Major Coote sent forward three llirkaraliB 
to procure intelligence of the position and movements of the 
French party. Hero they were joined by a party of Jlajuh 
Ham Narain’s troops, under the command of an officer named 
Hybut lung. 

On the 1st of August, the detachment raarchod to Moncah, 
at the confluence of the Soane and the.Ganges. Here Tlybufc 
Jung refused to proceed any farther, and threatened the Sipa- 
iiistoput any of them to death who ;>hoii]d ventiiro to eater 
the Bazar. Lieutenant John Kinch, who commanded the Artil¬ 
lery which marched with the Sipahis, reported to Major Cooto 
that he had observed hostile demonstrations in the several vil¬ 
lages they had passed through, the inljabitunts of which were 
all armed. 'J'he Major therefore ordered the Sipahis to encamp 
on the bank of the river nccar the boats, doubled the picquets 
and pointed the guns against the town. On the 2nd, the Sipa- 
liis wore ferried over to the other sido of the Ganges and 
marched along the northern bank to Chtiprah, whilstthe Euro¬ 
peans, with the Artillery and ammunition, proceeded in boats. 

The baggage, stores, and cattle, with the Lascars and a guard of 
a Jemmadar and 10 Sipalus, crossed the Soane, and march" 
ed along iho southern bank, until they arrived opposUe to 
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OJuiprah, wboa they also \vero ferried over; a tedious operation, 
as vei'y few boats could he proouroci from tlie Uajah's Ageijh 
and tlie river at this point was nearly three miles broad. Tlie 
object of this separation appears difficult to understand, as 
tljc whole might have been feiTied over in the European^ 
boats from Honeah^ and tho baggage and cattle would not 
then have been left comparatively unprotected, to invite the 
enemy’s attack. As it happened, however, no evil rosulted 
from the measure beyond an additional delay. 

-On the-4th of August, the whole detachrnout and followers 
were assembled nt Ohuprah, and tho Hirkarahs, whom the 
Major bad dispatched to obtain intelligence of Monsieur Law’s 
I)arty, returned with information that they were halted at 
Benares, a distance of 140 miles from Ohuprah, where they 
were living under the protection of Eajiili Bulwunt Singh, a 
feudatory of the Nawauh of Oiide; that Bulwnnt Singh had 
assembled 4,000 troops to oppose the EngliKsh, and that Fnzl 
Alice Khan, the Nawauh of Gliazeepore, and Diinsee Ram, tho 
petty Rajah of Petorn, wore collecting their followers for tho same 
purpose, and also, that the roads to Benares were in a very 
bad state, being covered with water, and impassable for Artil¬ 
lery, and that there were threp rivers to be crossed on tho way-. 
Further pursuit appeared under these circumstances unavail¬ 
ing, and^as the river Bewah or Gogra, 18 miles from Ohuprah, 
formed the boundary of tho Nawaub of Onde’s territory, an 
advance beyond that stream would be considered as a positive 
act of hostility against Shoojah-oo-Dowlah.^ 

Before coming to any decision on this subject, however. 
Major Coote once more called a council of war, consisting 
of tho whole of bis officers, and placing before them all 
tho information ho possessed on tlie subject, requested 
them to give their opinions, ‘Svhether, under existing circum- 
‘ stances, it was advisable to proceed any further in pursuit 
^ of Monsieur Law and his party," They were unanimously of 
ojiinion tliat it was not, and they recorded the following rea¬ 
sons for coming to tins decision 


Ot’nae, vol. p. 10J.U 




misTfiy 



TlPnURN TO PATNA. 


177 


i^cnuse we apprehoiui the French would not have pros^itm- ^ 
‘ ed to have remained so long at but have continued 

‘ their route up the country, unless they hod been very sure 

* of being protected by nnd the other iioigh* 

* bonriiig powers ; and with this protection, wo have not tho 
‘ IcavSt reason to expect to succeed at this season of the year 

* against them, sinco we are in want of boats to carry tbe Sejmft 
‘ up the river; and tho depth of water on the roads, and tho 
‘ tJiree rivers we have to pass, is such as to render it impos 

‘ sible for ns to march there by land ; not to mention the 
' distress we are sure to suffer in an enemy*s country, throngh 
‘ want of provisions for the soldiers and of dandies ; or the 
‘ many bad consequences that may ensue from engaging 

* ourselves and tho Na vaub Meer Jaffier, at this juncture, in 
^ disputes with the neiglibouring princes."^ 

The next question was, “ whether they had better remain at 
' Chiiprah or return to Patna," on which point they were equally 
unanimous in their opinions, deciding that it was not only cv- 
peJient, but absolutely necessary to return to Patna; especially 

as the Surgeonrepresentedthatthemenwere rapidly falling sick, 

which he attributed to the soil being impregnated with salt¬ 
petre, and moreover, (whicli always appears to have been an im¬ 
portant consideration,) the arrack that had been brought for 
the use of the soldiers was expended, and no frosh^ supply 
could be got in their present sittiation. 

Notwithstanding these strong arguments, Major Cooto de¬ 
termined not to leave Ghuprah until ho received further 
instructions from Colonel Clive. At last, on the I2th, a 
letter arrived from that officei*, directing the return of the 
party to Patna, upon which arrangements were made for im¬ 
mediate departure. On the morning of the 13tli, the whole of 
the troops, Europeans and Sipahis, were embarked in the 
boats, together with the guns and ammunition ; —the baggage, 
stores, and cattle being directed to follow by land ;—and so 
rapid was the current at tins season of the year, that the 
detachment reached Patna by noon on the same day, a dis¬ 
tance of 41 ndles. 
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CtJANGK OF POLICY. 

The subject of tho letter received from Colonel Olivo vftn 
one of considerable inportatico, containing; directions from 
the Nawanl) jSlecx Jaffier Khun for u coalition between Major 
Coote and Muhomiid Ainnoc Khun, aaifl Meer Kossim Khan, 
with a view to xSeizingr Bajah Ram Nurain, and depriving him 
of hir^ government;—the Nawaub haviiJg been alarmed at the 
reports be received from his kinsmen, relative to the ambitions 
desigvivS of that Rajahreports which were confirmed by the 
difficulties and opposition experienced by tho British detach- 
mentthroughout the province, whereMeer Jaffier Kbaifs orders 
and purwdnahs were treated with perfect contempt, especially 
when opposed to the views or wishes of Ram Nurain. On 
arrival at Patna, Major Cooto irumediately sent for Ma- 
homud Ahmeo Khan and Meer Kossim Khan, and CQ^xsulted 
with them as to the course to bo adopted. The Major him¬ 
self suggested an immediate attack upon the Citadel whoro 
Bam Narain resided, the garrison of which did not exceed 
two thonsand men; but Mahomud Aiimee Kblin reported 
that the force at bis command, and that of Meer Kossim Klmn, 
was at present very small, though it might bo daily expect¬ 
ed to increase ; and as the English detachment was not suffi¬ 
ciently numerous to invest the place, ho proposed to defer 
the attempt until he should havo been joined by 1500 of 
Bam Naraiifs troops, with whom he was then in treaty to 
desert and come over to him. 

In the mean time, the Rajah, who had doubtless heard 
from his agents at Moorshedabad tvhat were the intentions 
with regard to Ininself, was naturally much alarffied, .and tho 
sudden return of the English detachment served greatly to 
confirm bis fears. 

IIo now determined to adopt a very different line of con¬ 
duct from that he had liithcrto pursued, and lavished all. the 
civility and attention in his power upon Afajor Coote. On 
tho ]5th, that officer visited him for the first lime, and was 
received with every mark of respect and politenos.s, and pre¬ 
sented with a handsome khilut, Consisting of a dress, hor.se, 
arms, and jewels.^ 

* Ims, pp, 178-3. 
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iiG mean time, counter instractions were received from 

. August 

Meer Jiiftiei Khan, who, weak and vacillating, now began to 
enteriaia even greater fears with regard to his brother Mahomiid 
Ahraee Kluin, Avlioin he suspected of traducing liam Naraio, 
and exaggerating his conduct, with a view to securing the 
government of the province for himself, and uUimatel}? pro¬ 
claiming his Independence. Such appears to have been the lead¬ 
ing motive for Meer JafHer Kh^ns decision, which he was 
probably encouraged by Earn Narain’s agents at the Durbar; 
certain it is that he ordered a suspension of all hostiUtics, and 
dtirected Major Coote to endeavour to arrange matters amica¬ 
bly with the .Rjijah, and, if this could bo done, to leave him 
in the government of the j^i^ovince. A communication was 
speedily entered into between Ram Naraiiiand Major Cpote ; 
and, '11 the 21st, the latter visited the Rajah, when all points 
were finally discussed, and Ram Narain offered to swear fide¬ 
lity and allegianco to Meer JaiFicr Kbdti, if the English would 
guarantee his safety, honour, and position,—to which the 
Major pledged himself. Accordingly, on the following day, a 
public Durbar was held for the adjustment of all differences, 
to which Mahomud Ahmee Khan and Meer Kossim Khan 
were invited, and at which Mujor Coote, with Mr. Peakes, and 
all the Civil and Military officers attended. After some inutuai 
accusations and explanations. Rajah Ram Narairi sent for 
a Brahman, and solemnly swore, according to the Hindoo cus¬ 
tom, allegiance and fidelity to the Nawaub Meer JafHer Khan, 
and friendship and good will towards Mahomud Ahmee 
Khdn and Meer Kossim Klifiu,—who, in their turn, pledged- 
themselves on the Koran to^bear no ill-will or to attempt in 
no way to injure liiin. Upon this, the^ embraced each other, 
and then all embraced Major Coote as the general mediator/^ 

Thus were matters satisfiictorily arranged ; for, though neh 
ther of the rival parties placed any faith in the protestations 
of the other, however sacred tlieir form, yet each lek secu- 
ritv in the power and good faith of the E-Ugliitil), and deter¬ 
mined to abide by their present resolution as long us it suited 
their several interest>. 
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Major Gootc also reOeive^^ a very compliiHentary letter froro 
..'ipambc.. expreosiog his oxtrome regard aod res- 

. pect for tho Eoglisli, and stating that, imfortamately, tB 
French party had already pasaed out of his dominions, before 
he received the MajoFa letter, or ha would cartaiuly have 
seciired them and surrendered them to the English. Posi¬ 
tive intelligonoe was, however, subsequently received: of their 
being still in the province, and supported by the l^awanb, a 
circumstance of which it was not considered advisable to take 
any further noli a. On the Ist of September orders were 
received from Moorshedabad for the return of the dotacip 
ill out; on the following day the guns, baggage, cattle, and 
Lascars wore dispatched by land, under tlie charge of a Jem- 
inadar and small party of Sipahis, and on the 7th, a suffici¬ 
ent rnimber of boats having been procured, the whole foroo 
emba;rked and commenced their downward voyage. On the 
following day, Major Coote, feeling himself very unwell, 
made over the command to Captain Grant, and on, the Idth, 
having had a very rapid and favourable passage, the wlvolo 
detachment arrived at Moorshedabad.'^ v 

Here they found Colonel Olive, who ordered them to be 
stationed in the factory at KossimbaLar, when all the o'ther 
troops were moved down to Cbandernagore, where they 
were quartered, that being considered a more healthy locality 
than Calcutta. 

Thus ended this expedition, which, although the immedi¬ 
ate object was not accomplished, wtis satisfactory and bene¬ 
ficial in its results; and which, when the circumstances con¬ 
nected with it are taken into consideration, must always be re¬ 
garded as an extraordinary instance of military hardihood and 
perseverance: a mere handful of troops pursuing an enemy, 
little inferior in numbers and equipments, for nearly 400 
miles, through a country almost unknown, and either secretly 
or openly hostile, with continued obstacles and diOiculties 
oocurring at every step, and Ibis too at the most unhoalthy 
and trying season of the year. 


* OnicJG', vol. 2. p. lOa.—Xvf}s, p. 374. 
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ftclvisfible to mention hero what had be.eome ofa. D 
Monsieur St. Frara and his party after the defeat at Plassey. 
ft may be considered fortanate that this officer did not 
listen to the advice of Sausure and endeavour to form a 
junction with Monsieur Law: had he done so,--and there 
appears to have been no sufficient obstacle to the attempt,-— 
the French party would have been as strong as their pursuers, 
with the great advantage of acting in a friendly oountry, where 
every aid and assistance would be at their disposal. In¬ 
stead of adopting this course, St. Frais retreated into 
the district of Bheerbhoom, wliera he was allowed by the 
native authorities to remain unniolested, and was subsequstitlV 
joined by many of his countrymen, who bad either escaped 
from the several French factories, or from their nominal 
confinement in Calcutta, whei’e not a few had taken advantage 
of the liberal treatment they experienced and had broken 
their parole. Another party established themselves in the 
district of Eungpore, under the command of Monsieur 
Cburtin, the late chief of the factory at Dacca, who, after the 
defeat of Soornj-oo-Dowlah, collected the soldiers and agents 
of the establishment, and intrenched himself in that district, 
on the bank of the Testa, near the foot of the liihs.* 

In the mean time, Meer Jaffier Khdu had discovered 
ibat his accession to the Soobahdaroo had not placed him 
on a bed of roses. He had many friends and dependents 
to provide for, who eagerly looked forward to partaking in his 
good fortunes, whilst all who had beeainany way instrumental 
in bringing about the recent revolution, comsidered themselves 
entitled to share in its benefits; but unfortunately, the 
stipulations he had made with the Lnglish had completely 
exhausted the treasury, and to have rewarded his party by 
conferring on them situations of trust and command, could 
only Be done by removing present incumbents, which wonlcl 
have been an impolitic breach of faith, as all who submitted 
to his government were j^imranteed in the situations and 
advantages they theiicnjoyW, and any attempt of tliis nature 
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MEER .rAEFlEK KilAtN S i lUiN. 

•ould have alarmed all parties and caused a general insurreo 
tion. His promises to the English had beou made like tliose 
of till NtUive Princes, with the intention of only performing so 
much of them as he could not avoid, and he fully trusted that 
the liberal donations be had made to the leading individuals, 
would have induced them to he less exacting in the fiilfilmeut 
of the public oonditions. But Clive, who had not solicited 
the handsome presents he had received, was not to bo swayed 
by them from his public duties, cud was firm in clemanding 
the fulfilment of the terms agreed upon ; he not only insisted 
upon the adoption of measures for the full payment of the 
stipulated sums, of which the first instalment was not yet 
completed, but refused to sanction any measures of au unjust 
or arbitrary nature, which were likely to endanger the ban.'’ 
quiility of "the Government. The Nawaub felt these restrict 
lions most irksome, and looked upon them as d.ogradirig'; in 
which view lie was encouraged by his favorites, whom he, was 
unable to gratify by acts of injustice; and he appears at an 
early date to have resolved on emailoipating himself from the 
thraldom of English ascendancy. When however, he reflect¬ 
ed on the confederacy which had raised him 40 power, he saw 
the necessity for caution and preparation. As a prelimumry 
step, he determined upon the destrnotion of the infiiience of the 
neveral Hindoos of rank, who had been mainly instrumental in 
placing him on themusnud ; a measure of policy which pre¬ 
sented'" another strong inducement, as the wealth of the 
country was chiefly in the hands of this party, the cofifiscation 
of which would gratify his avarice and afford the means for 
forther operations. Kajah Doolub Ram, who was looked upon 
as the head of the Hindoo party, was the first marked out 
for desiruction ; but this affair required delicate management, 
and dreading the sagacity of Colonel Clive, Meer Jaffier de¬ 
termined to attempt nothing until that officer had loft Moor- 
shedabnd. The hotter to disarm all suspicion on the part of 
tho English, ihe Nawaub and his sou Meerun affected an ap¬ 
pearance of confidence and friinkness with the Colonel, and 
showed every attention to him and to the other English gen 
tlemen at the capital. As ti preliraiuury measure, however, 
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''Ham Ham Singh, the governor of MidnOpoio, was A. B tWv 
suramoned to iloorsbedubad to settlo the aeoounts of bis c.Us- 
trict, of which, as usual with Native Governments, a consi¬ 
derable halaace stood against him on the books of tho Trea¬ 
sury.* ■ 

Oii the 14th of September, Colonel Olivo left Moorsheda- 
bad for Calcutta, and on the ITth, news was received by the 
Revenge) which had made an extraordinary rim from Fort St. 

David, of the arrival of a powerfid French Squadron on tho 
Madras Coast, under the command of Monsieur Bouvet, 
having on hoard a large military force for the xturpose of 
strengthening the French possessions in India. Furllier 
advices speedily followed, together with solicitations from the 
Madras Presidency for the retorn of the troops which had 
boon sent round with Colonel Clive. Urgent ua were these 
requisitions, cotnxdiance at this jtmoturo was impracticable, as 
such a measure would have endangered not oidy the obsCT’ 
vance of the treaties made with Meet Jaffier, but the very e;, - 
iatottce of the'British power in Bengal, it being considered 
veryTuohiiWe that a French force might arrive in that pro¬ 
vince,'which w'ould have been joined oy the several details un¬ 
der Messieurs Law, St. Frais, ar d Conrtii), and supported by 
Monsieur Bussy, who was at the time in force at Chikakolo. 

These considerations rendered the T'rotioh prisoners in Cal¬ 
cutta an ol^ject of soficitucle; their number amounted to up¬ 
wards of aOO, of whom 60 being persons of respectability 
and better condition, were not confined, but simply prisoners 
on parole. Tide indulgence had been grossly abused, many 
individuals having forfeited their parole and joined the parties 
in the district; and of those who remained, a portion 'were 
suspected of'being in oommimication with Messieurs Law 
and Bussy. Under these circumstances, it wriS decided to 
send all those of higher rank to Pondicherry, on their pro¬ 
mise not to serve against the English during the war or Until 
exchanged. Accordingly, in the beginning of October, thirty- 
four of these gentlemen, of whom two were Jesuits, were era- 
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5’r;^;rked on bofirci a vessel oallecl the IhihtiiiHion; trusting to 
their parole and tboir; grateful sense of the liberality 
which they were treated, no guard was sent witUtbei% 

• crew consisting eutirely of Lascars, willi only three English * 
men on board, the Captain and bis two Mates. Bat scarcely 
Inid the vessel got out to sea, when tliis party, uoaviadful of 
every feeling of honour, rose upon the crew> vyhom they easily 
overpowered, and carried the ship into Masidipafcatn, 
tlioy declared themselves free, and the vessel a lawful prize.^ 

. Notwithstanding die submission of the oificeia to Colonel 
Clive’s decision in July, relative to the distribution of the 
pri/.e money, great discontent still existed amongst the troops 
at fmding their share so much inferior to that: of the corre^*' 
ponding grades in the Navy, in consequence of whicb, 
question of admitting that portion of the Squadron that served 
with the Army to a share of the Military donation, was re¬ 
newed, and took a very acrimonious turn. Colonel Olive, with a 
view of adjusting the matter, proposed to make a 'proportion¬ 
ate detkiction from the snare of each officer, beginning wdth 
himself,—a measure to which Major Kilpatrick and several 
other officers readily accoded, but to wbicli the majority of¬ 
fered a most determined opposition. Colonel Olive appears 
to have issued an order on the subject, which. Captain Arm¬ 
strong of the Bombay detachment, who commanded that 
portion of tlie troops stationed in Calcutta^ refused to publish. 

Colonel CUve immediately ordered him to be brought to a 
Court Martial; but so strong was the feeling amoiVgst the 
ofHcera composing the Court, that be was acquitted ; a had¬ 
ing which the Colonel declined to approve. 

In a letter wrilteu shortly afterward to Colonel Adlercron 
at Madras, he makes tho following remarks on the subversion 
of the principles of discipline involved in Captain Arm¬ 
strong’s conduct :— 

You, Sir, will bo the bcfit judge whether, setting aside my order, by 
nny indirect and undorhaud rnetlioda, iq servo a seU‘intevo.sted view .; whe- 
ihor asscnibling the officers together without a proper authority, and even 
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Qg the mik of the officers gtren by me, eepeoially iu the case of A. D. 175T. 
Lieutenant Corneiha, be consistent with the duty and obedience which is 
due to the commaading oflOloor; and I cannot, help thinking it was the 
duly of Captain Armstrong to have given out my orders, when ordered to 
do so by the Governor, oven if he thought them unjust; for if oiBcerfl are 
allowed to disobey the orders of their superiors (imtoss in cases of nn ex- . 
traordinary nature,) there must be an end to all discipline and subordina 
'\ion, If [ took upon me to act Avrong, justice was open, to them by com. 
plaining to you. Sir, or any of my supenors/'’J« 

In the month of October, the force sustained a great loss 
by the death of Major Kilpatrick, commandihg the Bengal 
Troops, and Military Member of the Council at that Presi¬ 
dency. He was a bravo and intelligent officer, universally 
respected, and by his tnecliaiion on several oceasions, bad 
done excellent service in reconciling the jarring elements com¬ 
posing the force* 

The groat amount of prize money obtained by the troops^ ^ 
began to produce the most injurious effects upon the health 
of the men, who plunged into every description of debauchery, 
which unfortunately, they had such ample means of doing ; 
the consequence was a most serious mortality in tlio ranks, 
particularly at Calcutta and Ohandernagore; and, as a proof 
of its extent, it is sufficient to mention that, at Major Kilpa¬ 
trick’s death, only 5 men of the 280 who had come round with 
him the preceding year, remained alive. Had it not been for 
the opportune arrival of several vessels from England with 
recruits, the force would have been rendered totally inefficient.. 

The detachment stationed at Kossimbazar, notwithstanding 
the fatigOe and exposure they had undergone in their ex¬ 
pedition to Patna, suffered comparatively much less than the 
others, owing to the great superiority of the climate at that 
Station, for their conduct and mode of life appear to hove 
been very similar to that of their eomrades.f 

In the mean time, the organization of the Sipabis was 
steadily progressing, the 2d Battalion was now ready to take 
the field, and the foresight and judgement of Colonel Clive 
in the formation of this force, was speedily demonstrated by 
the groat efficiency they bad so speedily attained. 
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DISTUABANCES IN THE PJIOVXMOES. 

Moorsliecklmd badriow beconio a scene of complicated iu* 
irtgne, the effects of which were exhibited in a general diS“ 
affection tbronghout the Soobahdaroo ; llajah Dooliib Earn to 
whom Meer Jaffier Khda was so deeply indebted for frcapient 
and most essential aid, was the chief object of his designs, and 
thoiigh from a dread of offending Colonel Clive, he dared not 
proceed to open violence, the breach between them was 
gradually widening and becoming apparent to all parties. As 
already stated, Meer Jaffier Khfln had ordered Bam Earn Singh, 
the Rajah of Miclnaporo, to come to Moorshedabad and givt5, an 
account of liis Government, and although the latter was strongly 
advised by Hajali Dooliib Earn to comply, he sent bis brother 
and nephew in his place, who w'ero immediatedy thrown into 
prison,—a proceeding which Meer Jaffier Klkn justified to 
Colonel Clive, by representing that Earn Earn Sittgh had been 
an active enemy of the English, and the medium of com¬ 
munication between the late Nawaub and Monsieur Bossy. 
Upon this, Ram Earn Sillgh assembled his troops, amounting 
to 2000 Horse and ebOOO Foot, and wrote to Colonel Olivo, to 
say that if attacked, he would take refuge in the jangles and 
fastnesses of his district, and hold out to the last; but at 
the same time proffering, if the Colonel ^vould guarantee hm 
security, to make his obeisance in person to the Nawaub, 
and pay the sum* of one lakh of rupees. Clive, who was 
desirous to preserve tranguillity, urged the Nawaub to 
accede .to these terms and agree to a reconciliation. About 
the same time a more serious opposition was threatened in 
Pnrneah;—Meer Jafher Kluin in breach of his promise, had 
nominated one of his relations, Kuddura Hoosein, a mao of 
rapacious and tyrannical disposition, to the Government of 
that province, in suporcession of Hazir Ali Klifm, who, in 
conjunction with, and by the aid and guidance of, his Dewan, 
a Hindoo of considerable ability named Okhul Singh, had 
during the period of general confusion consequent on the 
Jate revolution, driven outMobun Lalh the Governor appoint" 
ed by .Sooraj-oO'Oowlah, and taken "possesssion of the Govern¬ 
ment, at the same time acknowledging himself a tributary and 
dependent of Uie Durbnr,—Okhul Singh finding remonstrance 
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aiTr;^serBlit’d a force^ and la the name of his pageant masiter, A B. 
prepared to oppose the newly appointed GrovernorJ*^ 

Both these invSuiTe(?tious occumng andhp Hihdoo leaders, 
increased jMeer Jaffier s anirnossity to that party, and strength¬ 
ened his deteraiination to rid himself of llajah Dooliib Earn, 
wiio was suspected of having fostered these discontents. Knd- 
dtim Hoosein was iiumediately ordered to march with a foroc of 
0000 Horse and Foot towards Purneab, and Kojah Haddee, 
with a smaller force, to Midnapore; the hitter detachment 
marched on the Glh of October, as directed ; but the force un* 
der Kuddiim Hoosein refused to move until they had ro^civod 
their arrears of pay, and finally broke oat into open mutiny; the 
City was novy thrown into a state of ferment, and Rajah Doolub 
Earn, assembling his forces, retired to his own quarters, and re¬ 
fused to visit the iSTawaub; whilst,, to add to the confusion, inteh 
ligence was received that Rajah Kara Naraiu was in treaty with 
Ali Verdee Khan s widow,, and had solicited the assistance of 
Shoojah-oo-Dowlah, the Nawoub of Oude, with the intention of 
opposingMeer Jaffier Kt)4n. EujahDoolub Ram s regard fojv , 
and intimacy with, the widow of his former master, led to tho 
suspicion that he was also concerned in this affair., Colonel 
Clive who foresaw the evils that miglu accrue from these re¬ 
ports, ordered the troops at Kossimbazar to bo ready to assist 
the Navvaub at the first summons, andpronhsed to march him¬ 
self with the who.le force at Chandernagore and Calcutta, if 
necessary. 

Those measures had the effect of tranquillizing lire tumult, 
and through Mr. Scrafton's meduUion, an ostensible reconcilia¬ 
tion was brought about between Meer Jaffier Khan and Rivpih 
Doolub Ram on the irth of October, after which the Nawaub 
ordered his v;hole army to encamp at (iheri/ih, about 0 miles 
from Moorshedabad.f 

Scarcely was this Uistiirbance quelled, when another attempt 
at revolution broke out at Dacca.—Wheu Ali Verdeo Khan 
Imcl overecine and .slain Slrfiraz Khiin some years before, two 
sous of the latter were left alive. One, a dull inoffensive 
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ATTEMPTED DEVOLUTION AT DACTM. 

mnn by name Hafiz Ali Kban^ remained at Moo^shedabad in 
great proverty, but nevertheless an object of jealousy and fear 
to Mecr JafBer; but the other Ahmauee Khdn, of a bolder 
and more active disposition, determined to assert lus claims, 
and make one daring effort for power to which the 
discontent and confusion throughout the coimtry, held out every 
encouragement. The heavy demand for money at Moorsheda * 
bad had drained the means of the Governor of Daccap and be 
was only enabled to keep up a force of about ;^00 troops, ill 
paid and worse equipped. A plot was laid by which Ahman- 
nse Kb4n was to surprize this miserable garrison, seize the (Jo • 
vernor and proclaim himself Nawaiib, and the 22^1 of October was 
fixed upon for the attempt. A treacherous coofederate made 
timely revelation of the whole plot ; upon which the Governor 
seized Ahmanee Kh&n, and some of bis principal supporters, 
and applied to the English factory for assistance. Sixty 
Buxarriea or irregular’ Siprahis, were immediately sent to liirn, 
and a Company of the 1st Native Battalion was speedily 
inarched from Calcutta across the country to Dacca. 

These several attempts in different quarters, alarmed and dis¬ 
concerted the Nawaub, whilst the condiLiou of his own troops 
was little more satisfactory. Although the tamuU raised in 
the force had subsided without violence, only 3000 men bad 
marched with Kuddinn Hoossoin, and these were halted at 
iiajraaba], waiting for the remainder of the detachment and 
the discharge of their own arrears. Three months’ pay was 
due to the whole Army, and though they were all ordered to 
encamp at'Gheriah, Rajah Doolub Bam under pretence of 
sickness, remained in his own house, and would not suffer his 
Division, consisting of 10,000 Horse and Foot, to leave the 
Oity^ This example was followed by tlie rest of the force, 
which refused to move unless they were paid up in full. The 
Nawaub was obliged to distribute amongst them such sums 
as he could raise, and as an example and incentive to their 
obodieuce, he himself pitched his tents and displayed bis 
standard in the camp, where he determined to await the ar¬ 
rival of Colonel Clive with the English detachment. 
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io was desirous of joining at once, biU t1:^c sicknoss 
amongst the troops was so great/two-thirds of tfaoao 
at Calcutta and Ohandernagore being in hospital,: thathe was 
iniable to move until the 17th November, when ho embatked the 
^YhoIe of the available Forco in boats at Chandeniagore. This do- 
taclimoBt amoimted to 400 Europeans andabput 1?300 Sipaht??./*' 
all Company's troops,—tho detachment of IL M/a 
meat having objected to march, although Admiral Sir George 
Pococke had placed their services at Colonel Clive's disposals 
The latter, however, ascertaining their distaste to the expedi- 
tioii, which was shared by all the oflicers, except M,ajor, Ooote 
and Captain Weller, who volunteered to accompany him, de* 
tcrminecl not to force any unwilling agents, and accordingly 
left them to garrison Calcutta and Chandernagore, together 
with the sick of the Company’s force and a few Companies of 
the Madras Sipahis. The following cjctract of a letter to the 
Adittirah dated the 10th of November, exhibits Colonel Clive’s 
sentiments on this subject:— 

Notwithstanding your offer of putting the King’s detaebrnont under 
my command on this expedition, I am sorry to inform you 1 cannot 
accept it, without prejudicing the service ; for all the ofbeem (Captain 
Waller and Captain Coote excepted) had expressed by letter a disincline 
tion to go upon it. Under these circiimstauocs, f think it is better fo;r the 
Company to be served by th(Kse who are willing, and may bo attached 
to their service, than by persons who seem to. have lost all remembranep, 
of what tboy owe to them! For my own part, though i have before 
represented to you the many disadvantages ,I must labour under, during 
the present expedition, I shall endeavour to surmoiirit them and bo ready 
to render the Company all the service, which every wolbwishbr to his 
country, is bound to do.f’ 

Previous to leaving Calcutta, Oolonel Clivo had per¬ 
suaded Eajah Ram Bam Singh, to come from Midnapore and 
visit him; ami sent a detail of European troops to escort 
him from Pipley, when becoming a guarantee for his 
personal safety, the Colonel induced him to aceompariy the 
force to Moorshedabad..t 

in the mean time, Meerun, who had been left in charge of 
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iNov mur^ 1^"® futhftr wtxs in camp, industriously 

circulated rejwrts of other insurrections, attributing them all 
to the in:,rignes of Eajah Doolub Ram and the other Hindoos 
of influence. Rajah Rarn Nurain lyas, stated to have marched 
from Patna with 12,000 men, ancf tho liTawaub Shoojah-oo- 
dowlah to have taken tho field from Liiclttiow, together with 
the party tinder Monsieur Law, intending to act in conjimb- 
tion with Ram Narain. A Mahrattah invasion in the direc¬ 
tion of Orissa was rumoured to be in contemplation, at the 
instigation of Rajah Doolub Ram, who was acousod of having 
offered the cession of tho province of Orissa as the price of 
th^: services to be obtained by this incursion in his favour. 
Intrigues were also said to have been set on foot at Delhi with 
a view to preventing tho Royal assent being given to the acoes- 
sion of Moer Jaffief Kbau, and to obtainingit in favor of Meerza 
Mehdee, an infant brother of tho late Sooraj-oo-dowlah. Hav¬ 
ing artfully created alarm by these reports, Meerun sent a 
band of ruffians, on the evening of the flth Noveinber^-to the 
house of the widow of Ali Yerdee Khdn, with whom resided 
the widow of ZeindeeAhmud and her infant grandson Meerza 
Mehdee. They murdered the child, and gave out that they 
had also slain the two .Begums, and in the morning three 
biers were publicly convoyed through the city, aS for interment, 
amidst the general grief and horror of the populace • the two 
Begums, iudependeut of their high birth and position, being 
generally respected and beloved on account of their exemplary 
cbaractersandmunificent dispositions. The result was ageneral 
tumult in the city,that was only quelled by the appearance of the 
English Detachment stationed at Kossimbazar, which was call¬ 
ed out to maintain tranquillity, and by a confession from Mee- 
run,—when upbraided for his conduct by Mr. Scrafton the Bri¬ 
tish Resident,—that tho two Princesses were still alive, and had 
been sent by water to Dacca. Still, the murder of the child was 
sufficient to create a strong popular feeling of indignation ^ 
and Moor Jaffier Khan apprehensive of the results, and also 
desirous to avoid tho reproaches of Colonel Clive, solemnly 
denied all knowledge of, or participation in, the transaction, 
and Mceruri pleaded tho alarm he felt at the report of tho in- 
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said to be carrying on at Delhi, the propagation of 
liC ondeavoured to Bx upon tlie Seths, who iudignaHtly 
repudiated the assertioriv ^\riixious to ami,ntain tranqurMity,, 
Mr. Scrafton acted as mediator, and onoe more brought about 
a formal reoonciUatidT,i between Meervin and Kajah Doolab 
Ram, when TOWS of fneifilship and mutual coiiiideneo werb 
publicly exchanged, itpori which Doolub Earn sent the greater 
portion of his force into the Nawaub’s camp, and Meet Jaffier 
Kbdn commenced his march from Gheriah towards .Eajmahal 
on the 17th, where the dcfcaclmieiit under Kuddum Hoosaein 
was still loitering, instead of ci’osaing the River as ordered, and 
attacking the rebels in Purneab.* 

Colonel Clive, with die English troops, reached Moorsheda*' 
bad on the 25Lb of November, bringing Ram Ram Singh with 
Meenin, |:)reviou3 to his arrival, Inicl released the brother 
and nephew of that chief, and now received him, when introducf 
ed by Colonel Clive, with great courtesy towards tlio Colonel 
his conduct was humble and obsequious in the extreme, Olive 
was anxious to induce Rajah Doolub Ram to march with him 
and join the Nawaub, but the Hindoo urged the state of 
his healLh and the pressure of public business as his excuse, 
and the Colonel, perceiving that his mistrust of Meer Javfier 
Kbdn was the real causo of his objection,—for which there 
were sufficient grounds,—acquiesced in the delay required, and 
promised to etfcct a perfect reconciliation between them. 

On the 30th, Colonel Clive left Moorshedabaci, having been 
joined by the Detachment stationed at Kossimbai^ar, oom^ 
prising 2d0 Europeans, all in excellent health, whilst of those 
he bad brought with him, so many had fallen ill daring 
the trip, that he was compelled to leave more than one 
hundred behind, who, together with a portion of the Madras 
Sipabis, were stationed as a garrison in tJio factory at Kos- 
^imbazar. The detachment under bis commaud now conejst- 
<!d of little more tluui 550 Europeaus, including the Company 
of Artillery, with a detail of Lascars attached, and the ist and 
2iid Battalions of Sipabis, amounting to about 1,500 memf 
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On the 3cl of Dcceinber, tliey reached Rajoiabal, and 
enoampad about a mile and a half from the Nawaub's Arnay, 
On tl.u) following day, Meer Jaffier Khfui visited Colonel 
Clive in state, when the whole detachment was drawn out to 
receive him and went through their oxercise ahd a variety of 
evolations, with which ho was much gratilied and surprised, 
and ordered 10,000 Kiipoes to bo distributed amongst the 
men,^ 

A few days previous, Kuddum Hoossoin, with 2000 Horse 
and 5000 Foot, had crossed tlm Ganges^ and moved towards 
the intrenchment of the rebels in Purneah; the latter, 
disheartened by the report of the near approach of the 
English detachment, abandoned their position, and dispersed 
without striking a blow: shortly afterwards Ohhul Singh 
was made prisoner, and by the middle of December the whole 
district was reduced to a state of tranquillity, and Kuddum 
T[oosaein placed in quiet possession of the government. 

In the mean time, the Rajah of Bheerboom, on learning 
that tine English troops had taken the field, became alarmed 
on his own account, in consequence of the proteotion he 
had given to Monsieur St. Frais and his party: he therefore 
immediately sent out several bodies of troops to fiiuriound 
and seize them, but they got warning of his intentions, and 
the greater portion contrived to escape; twenty-four however 
were made prisoners, and sent to Calcutta,—of these, four were 
Agents of the French Company, who had forfeited their 
parole, to which they had been admitted after the capturo of 
Ohandernagore.f 

riie small force left at Calcutta, of which the European 
portion was further reduced by sickness, was not sufficient to 
keep up the requisite guards with the i^ecessary strictness, whkdi 
encouraged the French prisoners to attempt their escape. The 
building of the gaol itself was limited in its accommodation, 
and as the inclosure hod very high 'valls, they were permitted 
to remain at all times in the ur^; taking advantage of this 
liberty, they dug a hole under the wall, through which, ou the 
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of the 18th Decombrar, the wliole party, 90 in nunaber, A d, 17 »t. i 
Blade their e9Cape> and crossing the river, sought shelter in ' / 

the Butch and Danish Factories at Ohinsurah and near 
Hoogiily; A month afterward, 15 svere re^taken at Midnapore, 
and in tho March following, SO more were apprehended at 
Cntiaclc, Qii their way to join Monsieur Biissy, then in the 
province of Oivikakole,.^ 

The supproasioh of the <hsfciuhances in Midnapore, Dacca, ; ^ 

and Piirneah, and the appearance of the English trootis in tho 
field, redvujed the province of Bengal to perfect subjection, , 
and enabled Meer Jaffier Kli&n to turn his whole attention to 
the state of affairs at Patna, whither he deterniined upon 
immediately proceeding, and Tomoving Rajah Ram Narain from 
the Government of Behar. But Colonel Clive, who had t|uietly 
watched for this opportunity, refused to accompany him until 
all the arrears then due to tho Company should bo paid rip, 
and certain other articles of the late treaty fulfilled- Thii^. ^ ^ 
placed Meer Jaffier Khdn in a dilemma; ho was perfectly aware 
that he could not hope to succeed in what had how becomo a 
favorito object, except by thei aid of tho EnglLsb, and it was 
equally impossible to comply with their demands, without the 
assistance of Rajah Doolub Ram, through whom, as Dewan, all 
firancial arrangements must pass. Under these circumstances, 
he readily acquiesced in Colonel Olive s proposition for a 
recorioiiiation with his Minister. Doolub jBam was accordingly 
written to, and on the Coloners guarantee, came into camp 
on the 2t3rd of the month, and on the 30th, a aolemii renun¬ 
ciation of their mutnal suspicions and animosity took place, 
and a fresh agreement of reconciliation and confidence was 
entered into.f 

These preliminaries being arranged, the claims of the Eng¬ 
lish remained to be settled. Of the original payments, in¬ 
cluding the first periodioal instalment, nearly twenty-three 
laldis were now duo. Orders on the Treasury at Moorsheda- 
bad were given for twelve and ii^half lakhs, and timkhwds't for 
die remaining portion, on the Rajahs of Bura . van and Kishna- 
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and the Foiijdrir of Ho6ghly; in like manuer, tankhw& 
were given on the same distjcicts for the oivi^iuiog payment of 
10 lakhs of rupees, which -would fall due ia the following 
April, and orders were issued for the cession of all the lands 
sooth of Galcutta, which l)flLd been agreed upon in the treaty^ 
on tl)G payment by the Company.^ of an annual rout of Ils. 
222,058, at which sum they had previously been assessed.’^ 
These points being all satisfactorily disposed of> Colonel 
Clive announced his readiness to proceed, but at the stuue time 
urged his strong opinion against the course contemplated by 
the Nawaub, of removing Kam Naraiu and bestowing tbo 
Governniont on some of his own family or favonfces. He 
pointed out that a persistence in this sohemc, would throw the 
province into a state of confusion and insnrreetion, fod compel 
Earn Naraia to seek assistance from Shoojah-oo-Dowlah ; and 
■further, he added the more important argumeirt, that the fing- 
lish Army was at any time liable to be recalled to Oalcntf.jt, 
should the French make an attempt to enter Bengal, tinder 
these circumstances, he strenuously recommended an aecommo- 
dation ; and, ns in former cases, proffered bis services as media'^ 
tor. The Nawaub being unable to adduce any arguoient against 
this sound, but most unpalatable, advice, was forced to give nn 
unwilling consent, and the Colonel immediately wrote to Earn 
Narain, advising him to come peiaonally and pay his respects 
to the Nawaub, assuring him of safety and favour; but at 
the same time, preparations were made for advatioing slpwly 
towards Ihitna. 

On the 2nd of 3 an nary, 1758, iTie army comm enced i ts 
marcli from Kajinahal. The English detachment farmed th© ad 
vance,~EajahDoolub Ram with his own force of 10,000 men, 
and the Artillery of the slate, came next,—^theNawaub with the 
inain Army amounting to 40,000 men brought up the rear. 
Each division was atiended by a separate fleet of boats, and for 
the greater convenience of obtaining provisions and encamp* 
ing ground, it was agreed that they severally should reruam 
one march apart from each otlier. 
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^ route followed was the same as that tahen by Major 
Coote’s detachment during the preceding rainy season, but tlie 
progress now roade was very slow, tlie English being compelled 
to wait lor the Navvaub’s troops, whoso artillery was daily requir¬ 
ing repair, and whose baggage was ever re?jaaining in the rear. 

Althqvigh it was generally Reported and believed that Rajah. 
Rani Narain conhnnplated a determined resistance, he no 
sooner received the Colonel's letter, than he wrote an imxnodt- 
ate reply, stating his proceeding at once to wait 

upon the Nawaub and Colonel Clive, without making any 
stipulation or exhibi ting any sign of mistrust. AGOordingly, on 
the 22nd of January, he embarked,on board; bis boats, \y.hilst |iis 
escort marched along the bank of the river. On the 25thj lie 
reached the English camp, and immediately waited upon Co¬ 
lonel Clive, and the following day he proceeded, acepmr 
panied by Mr. Watts, to pay his respects to tho Nawaub, 
who received him with great courtesy, and requested him 
to march in ihe rear of his own camp, ostensibly to faci¬ 
litate their communications on business, but in reaiifcy to 
mark his inferiority and submission;—a circumstance which 
gave rise to a report that he was placed out of the reach 
of assistance with a view to his destruction ;—which rumour 
reaching Colonel Olive., who had heard nothing of Ram Narain 
for some days, rendered him somewhat apprehensive on tho 
subject. However, on the 3rd of February, he was re-assured 
as to the personal safety of the Rajah, by tho receipt of a letter 
from him. On the 4th, the English troops baked at Jagior 
Ivhan’s garden, about two m'ties from the fort or citadel of 
Patna, which was situated at the east end of the city. Early 
on the following morrAing, a large body of the Nawaub's troo|k 
were seen marching to the left of the Ikiglish, camp to¬ 
wards tJm city, and Colonel Olive received^private information^, 
that KojahHaddee who oommandtxl them, had been diatiuctly 
ordered by tlie Nawaub not to peOTit any troops whatever, to 
enter the Jaffier Khan himself should arrive ; 

an arrangenieiu purposely intended to impress the inhabi¬ 
tants with an idea that the English were as subservient to hia 
orders, as his own troops. 
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Ciiy6 who saw ihrOvigil the object of this ma.nob*iivto, waited 
until Kojah Haddee had m\ttn-ed the Fort and taken posses¬ 
sion of the gat6, when he immediately marched with Im 
whole force and demanded admission. That ofEeery who had 
no 'inclination to dispute the question, mentioned the order 
he had received from the Nawaub, but observed that it could 
not of course be supposed to extend to the English troops, 
and accordingly gave them immediate entranceColonel 
Olivo satisfied with having carried his point, continued liis 
march through the city, to the English facum 7 , •which stood 
near the western gate, where he took up his position. On the 
folio vving day a letter was received from the Nawaub, con tain- 
in g a sort of apology for the march of Kojali Hacldeo's divi¬ 
sion, and requestiug that the English force might be encamp- 
od at Bankeepore ; Colonel Clive who had intended to remove 
them to the Company’s Garden at that place, readily complied, 
and the troops proceeded thither at once. On the 7th, 
another letter requested him to move on to Dinapore, as the 
Nawiuib himself was anxious to encamp at Bankeepore. This 
apparent design of removing the English troops and placing 
the whole of the Nawaub’s Army between them and the city, 
gave rise to unpleasant suspicions, which were confirmed by 
concurrent circumstances and intelligence received from other 
quarters. It now became evident that, notwithstanding his 
promises, Meer Jaffier Khan was bent upon removing Ram 
Nar.nin from the Government and conferring it upon his 
brother-in-law Meet Kossim Khan, sharing portions of the 
province amongst others of his favorites. To carry out which 
plan,—-promises, intrigues, intimidation, and even bribes 
were to be put in force towards the English, Avith a view of 
obtaining their acquiescence. E,ajab. Dooliib Ram who foU 
that his own interests were intimately blended with those of 
Barn Narain, united his counsels and influence with the latter, 
and a scene of complicated intrigue now occurred. Those 
two chiefs kept Colonel Ciive acquainted with the Nawauh’s 
movements and plans, the objects of which they purposely 
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k^gerated ; (iliva althongb unable to sift the \vbolc tnith 
of what ho heardj felt convinced that there was little faith 
to be placed in the reprosentaitions of either party, but 
determined fco bo on his guard against troachery, at the same 

time that he Avoided aiiy signs of suspicion or caim of offence. 

Instead of moving to Dmapore, ho crossed the whole of his 
force, with fill the boats and stores, to a large island in the 
river, nearly opposite Bankeepare, which cut off all communi" 
cation with the shore, secured his detachraent from attack, 
und prevented the possibility of any collision between his 
troops and those of the Nawaub. He, however, sent Mr. 

Watts to remain with the JSfawaub, and to remonstrate with 
him on his conduct towards Bam Namn. On the 12tb, Meer 
Jafiier Khaii made hie entry into the city in state, attended by 
Ram Narain who came without any insignia of authority. His 
army instead of coming to Bankeepore as proposed, remained 
encamped on the eastern side of the city. On the 14th, Clive 
visited him for the first time since they had left BajmahaJ. 

Meer Jaffier attributed the delay of Ram Narain's appoint 
men! to Rajah Doolub Bam, who delayed the sottlemcnt of the 
accounts of tho district; in which there was apparently some 
truth, the latter probably conceiving that by these delays the ! 

anger of Colonel Olive would be excited and matters brought to 
a crisis, in which endeavour he over-reached himself. The 
Colonel urged the necessity of a speedy settlement, to which 
Meer Jaffier Kh4n was rendered less averse, by a rene vVal of 
the iTimour that Shoojah-oo-Dowlah was about to take the field, 
and also by the arrival of a Mahrattah agent with a demand 
fer the arrears of vhout due to that nation,'*^ 

Accordingly, on the 23d, a grand durbar was held, at whicli 
Colonel Clive and most of the English officers and agents at¬ 
tended. Meer Jaffier Khan nominated his son Moerun to the 
Government of Batna with the title of Nawaub, a tnero hono¬ 
rary appointment, which however gave him a claim to certain 
periodical presents or fees, and Rajah Ram Naraio was installed 
as his Deputy, but in reality as Governor of the province. 
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•with his former power and prt\ leges. Bmn Nnrain paid 
seven lukhs ns a compovisatii>n, in full of all. outstanding 
balances, and other sums woro collected from the several 
chiefs and principal officers of tho district. At the same 
timo heavy fines were exacted from such individuals as had 
taken advantage of the recent troubles, and bad proved in¬ 
subordinate or refractory. Of tliese, the principal wereKham- 
ghar Khdn, Sundah Slugb, ami Puhhvda Sing, the two former 
possessing tho goveimment of considerable districts lying 
between Behar and Bheerhoom, and the latter occupying 
the hilly tracts along the hanks of the Karrumnassa. Kliam- 
ghar Klffin, when summoned to the durbar, refused to attend at 
all, and the other two were only induced to come, on receiving 
from Colonel Olive, a guarantei^' of personal security and of 
justice being done them.* 

The Colonel being now on the spot, turned liis atttention to 
a subject of great importance to the Company,—the conimeree 
in saltpetre,-*wliich was entirely ncamifuctured in this district. 
The English traded largely in this article, for which they 
possessed certain privileges, but the monopoly of the reve¬ 
nues arising from its pr^nction, being generally farmed by 
some .Native agent, constant disputes were arising between 
bis people and those of the English factory; fpr some time 
past they had been farmed by Kojah Wuzeed, the great m.er- 
chhnt at Hooghh. and just before the arrival of the Nawaub, 
a very serious a4ay had occuiTed, in which some of the fac¬ 
tory ostablishm mt had lost their )ive.s. Colonel Clive took 
advantage of this circumstance, and proposed to the Nawaub 
to grant the farm to the Company, offering at the same time 
the highest terms at which it had ever been rated. This was 
so fai^ advantageous as regarded the public revenues, but the 
Nawaub feU a strong disinclination to the arrangement, ns he 
knew (bathe could not exact the presents and fees which lie was 
heretofuro in the habit of wringing from the renter.s. Clive’s 
offer was however so fair, and t^e aS^autages as regarded the 
improvement of the manufacture'and ttle avoidance of all 
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on M'ere so rnanil'est, that he was compelled to accede, a. i>. Irj?. 

, ■ 11 April, 

r('8ervii)g for himself a supply ox 20.000 inaunds anviualiy/^^ 

The Agents of tbo DiUch Company remonstrated strongly 
against this grant, but Clive met iill their objections, by the 
•produotion of a letter in -which they had applied for the 
monopoly themselves* 

In the mean time the Colonel was not unmindful of military 
matters, and immediately on Ins anival at Patna, conimenced 
tho organization of a third Battalion of Sipabis, raised chiefly 
from the inhabitants of the Bojeporo district, and in a few 
weeks ho had enlisted 1,000 fxao athletic men, with which be 
•filled up the vacancies occasioned in the two older Corps and 
created the new one, taking the Native officers and non-com¬ 
missioned officers from formely as a nucleus for the latter.t 
Notwithstanding that afiairs had to all appearance been satis* 
factorily and finally arranged, the Nawaub resumed hispkns,for 
rexnovjng Earn Narain and appointing Meer Kossim Khan in 
his place; hut not daring to iindertako the measure whilst 
the English force remained in the province, he endeavored 
to Induce them to return, and promised speedily to follow : hat 
Clive’s sagacity was not so easily bafl|ed; he determined not to 
risk tho tranquillity of the GpvernihSnt by leaving Ihvin Na- 
rain in danger; and though he sent on a considerable portion 
of the force on the 1st April, ^Yith orders to proceed by easy 
inarches, towards Bengal, he remained behind himself with a 
sufficient detachment, and warned Rajah Boolub Earn to keep 
his troops in the province, until the Nawaub had actually corn- 
inenced his return. Meer rJaffier Khan finding that Clive was 
not to be deceived, was compelled to postp^mo his attempt 
for the present. On the 14tb of April, the Sunnuds ov patents 
confirming Meer Jaffier Khdn in the Soobahdaree of Bengal, 

Bchwir and Orissa, with the title of Nawaub, were received from 
Bclbi, together witli a commission for Colonel Clive, appoint*- 
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King lun-, an Oomrali of t,be Empire, and a MuiiauM<ir or^ 
mancler of 6.000 Horse.witb soveral other hoivorai^ titles 
were received in Durbar svilb great oereiaony. 'The' next day 
the Nawaub proceeded towards Bebar; when finding that Clive 
Still remained at Patna, he gave up ,bia original interitione of 
returning there, and moved on to Bbar. The Colonel now 
considering that all was safe, made his final arraugemont and 
left t.lie city on the ayth, by water,—carrying Doolub liam and 
Ram Narain witb him. On the 30th they had an interview with 
the Nawaub at Bhar; when the latter publicly expressed bis 
perfect satisfaction in Ram Narain’s integrity and fidelity, 
and formally dismissed him to his Government. He then sent 
forward the greater portion of bis Army to Moorsbodabad, 
reserving the remainder to accompany him on a hunting ex“ 
cursion in the Hills. Rajah Doolab Ram accompanied Cdldhel 
Clive to make arrangements for the payment of the arrears 
due to the English troops and the instalment of the treaty 
monies, of which a considerable balance was still ontstanding, 
for though the tunkhwas on the severaPdistricts had been ac¬ 
cepted, they bad not been paid. 

Tim's eudod tins politiopl Campaign,-in whicli without firing 
a aboti'idloncl Clive had by his personal sagacity, impartiality, 
and firmness, obtained great advantages for the Government, 
bad carried every point be desired, restored' tranquillity, and 
created throughout the country, a very favourable impression of 
llio British justice, wisdom and power. 

He now pushed on and joined the main body of the troops, 
when they hastened their return to Moorshedabad. Tlie Kos- 
simbazar river being at this season too shallow to admit the 
boats acconipanying the Force, they were co.mpelled to move 
on to B^gw'angolah from whence they marched across to 
Moorshedabad, where they arrived on the 15th of May.** 

Mcernn, who had been loft in charge of the Gcoveminent of 
Moorshedabad during his father’s absence, had been jkept regu¬ 
larly informed of the failure of their plans as regarded Ram 
Narain, and of the protection afforded by Clive to Rajah 
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I Hatii, Husli and intemperato:, his rage know no bounds: a. 
.‘he (•irciiiatecl variouii indefinite ropotts of plois and thir^ger^: 
and lenniiiig tlitit Clive and Booliib Rittu XYcoT/i^ppronahing. ho 
protesed extxeine alaiarf/ w Ins palace at Mo- 

to<-jheel/where lie surnni^ all Ins troops and A:iHiM''ry, and 
anrK'Uncod bis inteutiou of inarcbiug to form a junction with 
bis father. Tlii?-; mea.snxo create the greatest terror in tlie 
City, the inbabitanls not knowing wliat to apprelKnid, bhi 
iVoni the mystery observed., aiiticipatiug soinetliing most seii- , 
OiTs. On tlt^ arrival of Oolonei Olive he found tlie shops shut, 
business suspended, ancl tbo populace in a state, of iupiult 
«tul Irepidation,. Clive, immediately wrote to the Nawanb, conn 
})laiHiirg '•senh,)u of Uu 3 eoncbioh and tlireatening to wash '• 
bis hands of all 0011110011,611 with tim Durbar, if aheso exhibh 
tious of snspioioa arp.l folly continu ed: to this Mecr Juifier 
Klnin .t^eplied with rnuch contrition, disavowing Mi .kno\v]e,dg!> 
of the triiusi».ction, and announcing his;'intention to return u> 
MoQ,rshed;.bad atorioe. In the luountirnc, Meeiain was 
to bis senses by Mr B<.u’ufi.un , and induced lo ask parUon of 
Colonel Olive in the most Bubmissive terms/V' 

On arri val at MoorsUedabiu!, the Coiouel had received intelli ¬ 
gence from iladra$ of the great accession to tlie French fleet 
and .force on that Coast, caused by tlie arrival of Monsieur I.al- 
]v, aud of die indftcisiv(^eI 3 gngfruorabctw(xu'i tlieileeis of Mou 
si our D’ Arche and Admiral Pococke on l,he of ApriJ, iu 
Nvliioh one of the euemy’^ vessels w£l,s stnuided; of this last 
circiimstanoo, Ciive took advanpige, and .nuigtiifiyd the a.ccc 
dent inia a viotorv, of which he widely cirenlated the report. • 
Thib. hews disiucllued him to push ruattors to any extremity 
with the Nuwaub 01 bis spn,.andhaving granted bis forgivenes,-: 
to, and cxidmnged visits witli, the latter, lie left MoorMmdaWi 
for Ckdrutta on the ‘Mth of Ibiy, taking, with biai the 1st aiul 
2 ud Bati-uHonsof Si[)iibis and a porti<.m of die Artillery, bytving 
the veniuinder of the Europeans ahd the newly raised hrd 
Battalion of Sipiibis in gunisou at Kossiinhaznr.f 

On arrival at Oolvutta, Qlive found that the new .I/ort at . 
Goviudpore, [the present .Bott William,] the site of .which 
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he 5?e?eoted pv^vioiig to hi for m\i 

\vhich ooirio^^ in the end of the last had progreyw- 
ed bnt doiviy r dta'ing his abeenoa ho had frequently urged 
npon thd CovmOll the necessity for oxpediiJuj^ this wbrl^ on 
v'diich 60 niueb dq^endod, moixj ospeeialiy^^^^ Admiral .Pocoeko 
had been compelled to returti to tl)o Coast with the fleet, arul 
rum outs wex6 daily received of the accessions to tho strength 
of dh; french forces, both naval and military, winch rehdefed 
nn attempt updh Bengal very probable. 

Ill a letter dated so far backus the {I>dh Janukry prCivious, 
ho Wrote u\03X strongly on the subject, to the fohdwing 
eil'ect:— 

“ I cannot conoliiJe without representing to ydd, gentle^ 
men, in the strongest terms, the great stake tife Gonipany 
** ha'/e in Bengal, ami how much that stake is exposed for 
‘‘ want of a fortification. It gives me 
I can express, to hear from all hands that the works go 6n 
'' very slov/iy. At a time like this, no private' workmon 
" tshoald be aHowecl/bnt all be employ\?d for public service; 

and if the want of hands arise only from the Want '^f a 
** lew pice more, f dunk sacit a savingdloas itot mori brie 
moment’s considi^ration, or that such econq#^^ 

'* with the Conjpaiiy’s approbation at this jancture. Be 
" assured, gentlemen, if Calcutta be Ibft dcienccdcsr 
'' through any neglect of ours, and shoald, fall into th 
hands of our enemies a second time, we sliali entail 
" upon ourselves a censhre iifever to 
On urrival, Clfve lost no time in completing the ontliiie 
of the i?/ 2 e/cv^U', for which purpose Im forbade the employ- 
ment of any workmen by private individuals, iiutil this ob¬ 
ject tdiould be attained :—a number of detached houses 
af the southern extremity of the town, which were consider¬ 
ed likely to interfere with tiie defences of the i\.rt, were pull¬ 
ed down, the proprietors being compensated for the rail 
value of their property, and allowed ground for biiilding 
in other situations, on favourable 
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plan and erecdon of tin’s work was intriistc^dt Oapta'ni A* 
John Brohior; tin? senior Engineer in India, next tiv Mr. Gall 
who had succeeded Cobnel Scott as the Oomptmy’s Engi¬ 
neer General; this officer h been.^sent ronpd from Mad, 
ras for the purpose*; soon after the battle of tdassey, bring- 
ing with him a as Assistant Engineert ami 

John ,Ey ora a Master Bricklayer, who Inxd beerr sent, put 
by the Company two years before. So rapidly now did 
the works progress, that in the month of September the 
ejiciente was coinpleted, as also the Kavelins and , 
ed way ; the feeing of masonry of the escarpment was in a 
forward state, the Covered way palisadaed, and the bridged 
and dravv-bridges well advanced ,* the cost of all which , has 
already amounted to nearly twenty-two lakhs of inpees. 

So badly was the masonry executed, however,, that the 
greater part had subsequently to bo rebiult, when the height 
of the works also was considerably ipcreasecl, 

Soon after the death of Major Kilpatrick, ClLve had propos¬ 
ed to the Council to ofier the oomniand of the Company's 
troops in Bengal to Mjyor Fordo of H, M/s S^th 'litegimenh 
whicli proposition w^as acceedetV to i the appointment was ac¬ 
cordingly of'cred to him and he came round from Madras, with 
the rank of Lieutenant Colonel iu the Coaipany‘s service and 
Commandant of the Bengal troops, suhjeat to the oonfoma." 
tion of the Court of Directors, and arrived in Calcutta in the 
month of April.f 

On the 20th of June, the Hardwiche Eas t Indtaman wrived, 
bringing some rocralts,, and orders from tire Court for a new 
organization of the Local Government. By this arrangement, 
which was decided on in November i r57,-~beforo any intolli* 
genee had been receivedpf Cliveebrilliant successes, -^-a Coua- 
cil of ten members was appointed, of whom the four seniors, 
Messiours Watts, Manningham, Beecher and Holwell, were to 
preside alternately, for 2 months at a time: — no notice was taken 
of Colonel CliVa ; the Court probably supposing that he jiad 


* Ihird Report of Ibe Oommi ttee of S^ecrocy, Appdiuiix No. 4. 
t MatcoJm, vol. pp. and 3(56. 
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(:nTnt)cI to Madras. Such n plao of GoverniMtU woviM 
boon :«l>rin:u‘d rititcl most iTiconvonient at; any as a TofaiWn 
Prd^iiclency would have been ii)eoQ}j'>redieaaU>le to the Nat^A'O 
powen?, acoustoinod to tr(*at witli one responsible cliief but 
niidor exist,iTtg circiunstances, particularly with reference to 
ColonelOiite’s position and services, it wonid have been the . 
lieight of folly to attempt to carry it into effeefc. The Gen-” 
tlemen nominated to the Government aJi felt this, atvcl wisely 
{Uid fully resolved to request Colonel Chvtr:to accepM^^ 
the Preydeucy, subject to the eonfuTnatioir of tho 
nntil some other individaul should be named to Ute 
A'iClivo though deeply Imrt at finding himself (bus apputeiBtly 
neglected hy the Court, accepted the offer, after a little cansi* 
d(U*ixtlon. By the same vessel, intrlligenoO riSceived that, 
owing to the great di,ffienhy of proeviiiiig recrnits to the extent 
required for the several rresidencieB, the Court bud made: 
application to Majesty^s Government, and Mr. PiU 
had agreed to send oat a ilattaliou of ft thousand men 
for ill0 use of the Comixany, to be raised by drafts from 
other Beginients.* 

Orders were nlso .received for the return of Her Jtajes- 
ty's Slhh. Kegimont/but liberty was giver, to the oftioerB and 
nieu to enter tlio Company's sorvlco, if they dhvired to do so. 
In con&qtience of tijis pormission, nearly all tho nieo. o 
the detachment in Bengal, joined thq,v Bengal European 
Battalion, and the following officers also entered the OqoY' 
paiiy's service, Eieutcnfints Carnac and yorhe as Captains, 
and -Ensigns Donellanf and Broadbrook J Lieuiormuts. 
Colonel Clive linding it impraoUcable to send baok llic detach- 
luMits belonging to Madras and Eombav, to their respec- 

... 

^ Malcolm, vol. 1 , pp. 800 ( 0 . 

+ Tlits nuforltinatje man waa exeout*.’'! at Warwick in 178j[, for tlio JmpposeU 
murdcrof iiis brotlier-m-If'7 Sir Th.odosius Braighton. Ha waa (jondounjoh oii 
t]jie evidence of hi$unHlj(;r in-law, who tljvo.Ogh vemor^^.^ on hf^r clcuih bed, 
fessed that she Uua nilDVaistered the poison liersei r. which tkpvivtVl her eoji of 
lunVclcolarcfl Mr. DGnelUutc> A)cinuo(ionL.---|ri/B<un5,/>. 62. 

J WilUauis calls this officer" BrondbrJAge,” which In an evident iiptifttnkc. /n die 
oflicial reuirns, hi*? n^nie h given Broaclbrook, ’ and olso in tlio Geiieial MUitury 
Itegister; but in Irst of,oflioers iu the fccrvice in 17(50 it is Bioadbnrn/’ 
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Teeidentu^B/ also to in.eprporot© tho Vi P/ 

eomposing tiiem/ iuto the Bengfll Battalion, which wa« ‘ 
acoordiiigly d(>ne^ 4^ far as the- Europeans were coiviorned : 
but having deterruiiHJclto no Topassea in this 

Baiaalioii, all the men of Uxat class Avero sent back by Um 
opporlaniry, 'The o[>tv()n was given to 
of rotiii'ning to their own Ih’qsidencfes ox entering the 
Bengal service, wind) latter alternutive appears to have , 
been, generally adopted, and tliey were accordingly, b 
on the stfongtli of tlio Bengal Army from tlm , B 
her, retuining the rank They, held in ilieir own service^. 

On the lOth of the same month, the Artillery was ieoiganix- 
od and formed into two Ck)mpanios,-~--tlie contmand, of the 
first, witJi a general controul of the whole ana, beirig couferved 
on Captain Jennings,—and, the command of the second, on 
Captain John. Broadbridgo, who obtained that rank on the 
same date by the angmentatton. The previous career of this 
officer, cannot bo tracod> bat he most probably camo round 
with Captain Barker’s detail of Royal Artillery, from Bombay, 
in the preceding year. A 4th Battalion'"^ of aSipalus was also 
raised about this time, and to i.neQt the iocraasing wants of the 
force, niunerous promotions were eftectod*^amongst the ofricers, 

.lud a coDsiderablo accession appears to tK:i.ye: uriived.^^fr^ 
England during this year. 

Soon after these aiTangenients were coBiploted, Captaia Jolni 
Govin arrived in CalciittUTvho hadbeeu seiit^^^^j^^^^^ by iheBom,- 
bay ITesidency, to take the comoxand of thoif detachment serv¬ 
ing in Bengal. Under tliese eircumstaucos, Goloaei Clive gavo 
him a similar option of returning or remiairxing, upon which 
lie elected the latter^r;when,being considerably qeaior to all Uie 
other officers in tl^|patfcaUon, and possessing a hi gl) military 
reputation acquireif on the Bombt6y side, Go}, ouel Clive gavo 
him the rank of Major. This was considered an act of unjust 
supercession by theuxther Captains of the service, who sent 
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* Tbe present Mil Regiment N. I. and the b^'oothi sMiior Native C.orpi, in th<f 
Fowico. 'rb« counrand, of ibis. .Uattaii<>n devolved (ifter raise s, on 

Lienn'iiant liugb ( Jv-mt, an who ciuog roiniU from H'-mbay, vvitb Cajin»,in 

tvorn him the Rogiuieul .ottninod Us name ot ^UJautf <jr Oraml m 
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a,strong remonstrance on tbe siilyect, tjut lincliivg 
Clive was determined not to rescind his order, eight ((f tbehi 
tendered their commissions in one day ; these wcn^e CajHalns 
Alexander GiT^nfc, Thomas Raniboldj John Gudrnqre, Anclr©^Y 
Armstrong, Archibald Keir, Grainger Muir, Robert Campbell 
and Peter Carstairs* The following extract of a letter 
ten sliortly after by Colonel Clive to the CoUneih puts.this 
transaction in a very clear light ; 

Xho rotn OB strati ng cap tai ns, have either \\ illWIy or 
^- igaorantly misrepresented the; nature of superseding. An 
oftioer cannot be said to bo suporsedecl, unless one pf hifo: 
riov rank, in the samp corpS;,. be put over his, head. J^Ow, 
I can safely aver that I never, during the whole of my oom- 
'' maml, havo done so, by any officer, except , in-tlm ca^o of 
Captain-Iiioatenant Wagner, to whonr i refa^ed gtvirig^^ 

“ vacant company, a.s I did not think liinn deserving tberepf 
'' The incorporation of the troops having been deter- 
“ mined on, as a necessary measiuT^ the several offle,era 
of the three different establishmeiUs being now united, 
were, of course, to take rank according to the date' 
'Vof titeii: respective ooramissions, in the saTno-. ,maixne 
** ns the offi lers of different corps in His Majesty’s seriiuce 
when they .happen to meet Now, as Gaplain Govin had 
been ordered here by the Presidenoy of Bombay, to 
'' take the command of their detaebtneut, without their 
'f knowing that such incorporation was to take placo, it is 
*' evident they could have no design of ixytiring the 
“ officers of tbif: establishment, as has been injnxiou^^^ 

“ represented ; and therefore, to have sent him buck, after 
having been so formally ordered bore,, would have been 
’'fthe highest indignity to the C^)iuxcil vof Bombay, as w'cll 


^ Captains ^tuir, Cfirstaivs an(f Cftnipbell wera aub 9 oq»if>nlly 
the sevvico, but witb loss of rank. Captain Riimbold, aftctwRyd Sir TVotnas, 
, was .ippointed to the Civil ser/ice in i760. Captains Grant and Keir retunied to 
Iinlia as Free MoroliRaw, the former died m ITGtX, a contractor for Ilfilitaiy sun- 
piles, and the latter entered into several Bpecnladons, partioniarly in salt* (he 
manufacture of which he greatly improved; he re entered the Army for a few 
irtOitths dnrittj? the serious mutiny of jl76il, but left hagaiu at bis own desire, as 
HH/ii as the call for bis aervioes was over. 
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jurlf)self i anti, as he remained Kero, a. p. rMB;i 
he LnJ an undoubted riglu to miiintaio that rank whieh the 
seniority of the commission gavirlu^^ 

, The truth of the'mattcu^ is, that the gontlomen 

A.ho have been so violent in their re-monstrancfesi \v',re 
‘■grown StiiBcientlv rich in yoirr service to be desirous of 
“ any pretence for quitting it, They will prove, howevOr, no 
“ great loss, as no services can be expected froni men v\di6 
have so little spirit and gratitude, as to resigh their qoiximici- 
“ sions at this cntical time and on ill-grounded pretenoos, 

I flatter myself it will be now obvious to eYery unptqii-' 

“ diced person, that I have been unjustly charged by these 
“ gentlemen with having Superseded them, the doing of 
“ which, I leadiJy agree, ought to be practised as seldom 
“ as possible, Yet such is the nature of the service iii 
this country, that the presorvation of your settlement 
“ may at times depend upon the taking of such a stej); 

“ and as, by the want of field officers, your captains are 
“ often intrusted with the conducting of expeditions of , > 

“ the utmost importance, in such case, if you be dcBirous !' v 

“ of insuring success, you must have regard to the fnaii only, >■ 

“ and not the rank. V 
Well might Clive designate the time as criticai: — 
fresh intrigues and disaffection had arisen at Moorshedabad, 
whilst the daily increasing power of the French on the Coast, 
rendered some diversion in favour of the Madras Presidency 
absolutely uocesBary. ! 

The real state of affairs in the Carnatic could no longer bo 
conoealod, and Meer Jaffier Khan watched the course of 
events with secret satisfaction. In the decline of the English 
power, he saw Ins;,-only chanee of freeclo.m. and taking 
advantage of these embarrasssments, he assumed a m<.re 
authoritative tone and position, and carried out bis measures, 
with less regard to the wishes or opinions of the Council m 
Calcutta. The long sought opportunity for removing Rajah 
Doclub Ram was now come at last, and the English had im~ 
intentionally fiinushed the instrumoru of his disgrace;— 
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NntTd Kpniar, a. mine of evil o‘m*j) to an eav 

.r^nvard when cOAU'iclerablc difticnlvy was expedcucocl^^^m 
ing the aiiioiiM of the tiiBkhwas assigned to tljdCop:ijainy Oh 
the several districts, and ci)gaged to lumisb the Ml atnounij 
if vested with sufficient authorityv This obtained, bo iCQUi- 
meaced a feari'ul system of oppressiou and rapacity, not only 
in fulilhaent of tlu 5 inimcdiato object in view, but i\>r the 
advaiitage of his own personal intereBts. i\svare that Itis con¬ 
duct could ndf escape tiie vigilant observation of liajali Boo- 
liib llaui, ho caerted all his iidlueaoc to efioct tbOim of 
that ininisler. Ido persuaded tiio Seths to witlulraw tlioU^ ini^u 
ence, by awakening their fears of being called Upon for inonov to 
meet ( he exigencies of tlio Statei,—a^' IWTh Booliib lUm 
(itmed to withhold the revenues; and ho assured the Irivwaub^ 
ihat tlio Ei/g.lish would not interfere, so long as the m uiey was 
regularly paid. On tlio 24tli of July, the Navvaub t^ok the 
J^>ng desired step, jind appointed Bajah Baj Booliib ao B'Swan^ 
ilirociing liajutiDoolub Earn to reader up the acooiurts to bis 
successor. Doplub Bfun alarmed at tire storm he saw gathor-* 
ing around him, applied for permission to retire to Calcutta, 
wbicli WHS refused, until he should lurnish a snur for the 
payment of the tvrrearB due to (he tiauips. In ihe mean tiuie, 
Coloiioi Clive, desirous of keeping np riiO appearance of oniou 
arnl coivliality,; had invited Mcer Jaffier IvlHin to pary a visit to 
Ualciu Oi ;<—in accordance with which invitation,theNawaiib,left 
Moorshedabad on ilu* 0th Atiguat, accompanied by MtAWatts. 
No soonerluid they departed, than Mocrun assembled the troojis 
and Htlemptcd to seize Bajali Doolub JianT, but Mr.d^cr 
hUerfoved, and calling out the garrison in the factorVy saved 
the ex-J)ewan at a oriticul moiiiv ut, and sent him. to Culcutia 
uiide.r an escort of Bipahis, where ho, arrived bcibr^ tl<e 
Nii'.vaiib. The latter, nftev spending few days at tUo Pro- 
sidonoy, where ho was received with every possible display of 
pomp and Htteiitioa, left on the 1st of August, and reiunied 
to Aloocshedubad on the 1st of Boptember.''^ 

A few days afteivhis return, the'festival of the Moliirmun 
counnonoed, and on the I dtl? of the month, a. lunuilt oecurrod 
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. mosque, wtera the Na'vaH|^"'iad gone to pay 3iis de^d- A. H- 
tious, am<Mgst tbe troops. Of Eojafi Kaddea, when it was do*- 
dared tlmt aii intontioc, had existed of aasffssinatmg Meer 
JaiBer Ktn'in in the tumult, and attributing the event to auci*. 
dent A letter v.as produoed, purporting to befrom RajahBoo- 
lub Bam to Kojah Haddee, instigating him to thi.s attempt, and 
assuring him of the oOncurrenoe of Oolonol Olive and the Eng¬ 
lish AuthoritTes. This document bore every evyenoe of a for¬ 
gery, and as such Clive at once pronouncod it, and suspected 
that it w’as a plan of Meer Jaifier Ehfm and his son to com- 
init Dooluh Earn with the English, when had his expulsion 
from Calcutta taken place, they would have seized upon his 
person and extorted ail his wealth. No investigation took 
place, Kojah Haddee wms dismissed, and shortly afterward 
murdered at .Rajmahal by some followers of I)aood Khan, the 
•Naw'aub's brother.'* 

Ill the mean time, intelligence was received from Madras 
of the lad of iort St. Eavid,~of a second undecided ougage- 
ment botweeu the two fleets,—that Monsieur I,ally was 
besieging Tanjore,—tbat Monsieur Bussy was hastening to v 
join him, and that no doubt remained but that Madras itself 
would be the next point of attack. 

Clive, however, knew that Fort St. George was well supplied 
with provisions, that reinforcements were daily expected there 
from England, that riothitig could bo done against it until 
the monsoon drove the fleets off the Coast, and eonsequently 

he felt but little real anxiety for the safety of that place. Ifo ' 

knew iiw prejudice exisiting at each Pre.sidency in favour ■ J 

-'I its own importance and safety, and did not consider it 

riglit to trust any portion of his small force, ivhere he could ' 

not insure its immediate return, if required; under these 

circumstances, ho deemed it more advisable to render such 

aid as was in his power, by effecting a diversion at other 

points,—for which a favourahle opportunity was offered j',st 

at the time. ' ' 

'When Monsieur iAilly had resolved on undertaking the '' 

siege of Madras, he had directed Messieurs Bussy and Moracin i 
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to join bm horn tbo NoAlie.ni Provinces, leaving tlie 
ijitobit. iVfgyq^jg (Je Conflan?^ v/itii a Brigade,^ for the defenco^^^ O^^^ 
tUe Ceded Districts and tba general coBtrOiib of the 
Northern Circarsf. No sooner had the nelgh^ 

Chiefs ascertained how much the Pro noli force in this 
ter was reduced, than they prepared to throw off a yoke that 
was hateful in the extreme. Rajah Anundeeraj, the ruler of 
Ohikakolo and Rajahmanclree, marched with his troops to 
^iziigapatarn, which being defenceless, he sy/xed, 
fined the French AgenC hoisted English colours, and wrote 
to Madras reporting to that Govornmeiit what he hod dohe, 
praying at the same time for the assistance of a co-operat¬ 
ing force. Failing in his hopes of aid from tluifc (juart^ 
turned to Beugah and made similar offers to the Council of 
Calcutta- Clive, whoso extended view of poMcy embraced 
more than immediate ohjeets, saw at once the advanfeag^^^^^ 
that might arise from a successful diversiou in 
and determined at all hazards to seize the oppcirfiuiity tho 
remainder of the Council who. looked only to the difficuM 
of the undertaking, the dangers besetting the Prosidency 
from other quarters, and the serious evils that .must ensue 
should the expedition prove a failure, view ed 
little short of madness, and opposed it to the uttermosfc; but^ 
Clive, who was fully aware of the difficulties of his position, 
having once made up his mind, was not to he deterred by 
dangers,>by opposition, or the fear of responsibility. 

Notwithstanding rhe evidently hostile feeling of the Moor- 
shedabad Durbar, and the daily spreading rumour of a pro¬ 
jected invasion of Behar by tho Shahzadah, eldest of the 
Emperor Allum Gheer the 2nd, supported by the Nawaub 
o.f Oude and the Soobahdarof Allahabad,* Olive; hastened his 
preparations, and dispatched a force under the command of 
Colonel Forde, consisting of 5 Companies of the \Eltropeati 
Battalion and the Second Company of Artillery, with i(IO 
Lascars attached, and one-half of the Sipahis at the Presiden¬ 
cy. The total number of the Europeans, including the Ar- 
tillei 7 , 500, and of the Sipahis, 2,000, consisting of the 
1st and Snd Bengal Battalions, and the remnant of the Ma- 
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it bad coiTio roitnci in 1756, forming a tlnnliA P. i769i 
Battalion, With this force were et^nrrked 6 of the best i 

SiS'PonncTer iField i’isoes in store^ and one field Howitzer, 
four Iron 24-Pounder, and four Icon 18-Pouader Siege Gun:^, 
prie 8-inch Mortar, and 2 Royals, (6i inch,) as a Battering 
Train.*- :«■; 

This force wa.s embarked on the llardwiche and two other '' 
Indiainon, recently a rived from England, oh the a 

country ship of 700 tons, and two Pilot Sloops ; the Ttimnes 
was also laden with provisions for 'Madras, whi ther shfe was ' 

direoted to proceed after disembarking the troops^ The ■ '’}■ 

Military Gheat contained^ ’ Rupees in silver, and 

4,000 C3toldMohurs,eq[uiyalem'to eO,OOOH«pees,-—as th 0 sup- 
jjlies were to be furnished and the troops paid by Rajah 
Anundeeraj, according to his agreement. The 5 Oompanies of ' 
the European Battalion were commanded by Oapt Adnet, 
the senior Offioer present, Captains Christian Fisober, Martin 
Ycrke, and Molitore, and Captain-Eieutenant Patrick Moran , 

—^rhe iirst Native Battalion by Captairr lioirsfur Lee Knox, a - 

very active and intelligent officer, who appears to have held 

the command of the Battalion since its formation, and who '= 

hod obtained the rank of Captain on the late augmentation, i 

his commission dating from the lat Sept. 1768; the 2nd 
Battalion, by Captain-Lieutenant Lachlan MacLean ;* and 
theMfMlvas Battalion of Sipahis by a Native Commandant, 
as usual. This is the first occasion in which the Ben¬ 
gal Sipahis wore required to serve beypnd Sea, and not 
the slightest objection appears to have been made on their 
part, to .so doing. In fact the prejudice of the Sipahis to 
maritime service, which was a feeling of much later date, 
arose entirely from an nnfortmiate eircumstanoe, hereafter 
to be noticed. Several delays occurred ia fitting out the 

* Oitnc, voi. 2, p. 814- Grose;, p. 29&. Canibridge, p. 270. 

+ Williams states tlmt fclie two native Corps employed on this occasion, were the 
present Ist Re^fiment and iho Maliiewa Ua pulln i, which was disbanded 

in 17^4, for mutiny. Wlien referring to events of wbkdi be was personally cogni¬ 
zant, Williams is an excellent autbonty,^ altbougb be wrote from memory ; but in 

the. present instance, he has evidently mixed np the services of the 2 nd. or as it 

was afterwards deaiguated Tahhf r .Battalion, and the I^Jalhew's Battalion, '-bicb 
latter was not raided tmtil nvme »iin.o after the events ubove alluded to. 
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expedition, not the least of which originateci in thcoppositipii 
of the Gouncil > at lusit all arrangements -were Coniplete(ir~and 
on the ISth of OctoTser, the troops embarlced, whoa the ships 
Immediately set sail from Calcutta.* 

^lAVitlha. view of ftproouriog information and faoiKtati|g the 
^®i’tit:al arriingeiiiients, Mr. George Gray of the Civil Service, 
despatoiied to Cuttack as the Company’s Agent, and Mr. 
JoMh Johnstone proceeded in advance of the expeditions on 
bofe the Mermaid slooj), to make the neee.sKary arrangements 
witl&Eajah Anundeerff he being appointed to act as a 
Polifel Assistant to Colonel Fordo, and as Commissary 
to the^roe ; Mr. Mac-Guiro was appointed Paymaster, and 
aooomj%ied Colonel Forde. Intimation of the projected 
expodicit% was duly given to the Madras Presidency. 

On the'ileiparture of this detachment, the force remaining 
in Bengal amounted to little more than 300; Fuihpeans, 
including Artillery, and the 3rd and 4th Battalions of Sipahis, 
tlie latter scarcely organized, together with a few independent 
Sipahi Companies, which at this period began gradually to 
replace the Bmarrhs, heretofore entertained at the several ont- 
Btutions these, local Companies were generally placed under 
the command of a Serjeant, and subsequently furnished a 
Tiueleiis, oil which several Corps now in the service were 
crganizeci. 

Towards the latter end of thi.s year, several vessels 
arrived from England with recruits, and two companies of the 
fifth, or Colonel draper’s Begiment of Foot, arrived in the 
Warren, —but redivcecrna was the force in Bengal, Colonel 
Clive sent these two Companies to Madras, in the vessel 
which had brought them out, as also a cdhsiderable portion 
of the recruits, to aid in the defence of that Presidenoy.t 
■, Mr. Johnstone, who had been sent to make arrangements 
with .Bapih Anundeeraj, arrived on the 12th of September at 
Vizagapatam, of which place he was immediately put in 
possession, as the representative'fJf the Company, by the 
Eajali’s officers. Anundoeraj liirnself was encamped at 


♦ Ormc, vol. P* S95,—Cambridge, p. 270, 
•t Mabiolnr., vol, % p. 375 
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DikoUah, a fort 20 miles o(>, tlia westward of Vizagapataoj, 
and about 15 inlaod. He e^jcpressod great satisfaction at the 
approach of the English detachment, 6iU gave little ground 
for hope tliat he would or could support them, or pay their 
expenses,—which they had fully relied upQu his dping* 

On the 20th of October, the vessels with Colpncl Forde’s 
force arrived at Viv-agapatam, and the meu and stores were 
disembarked without delay : as soon as this was effivcted, 
two of the Indiamen returned to J^valcutta, leaving only tlie 
Manlwicke, the Thames, and the, wo sloops to co-operate 
witlvt'he land force* Mr. dohnstone, on his arrival, had di$j^ 
patched the sloop to Madras, with intelligence of 

his proceedings; upon whioh the.Council at that Presidency 
ordered Mr. Andrews of the Civil Service, to proceed with 
several Assistants to Vizagapatam, to re-egtabiish the factory 
at that place, which had formerly been subordinate to Fort Sc. 
George;, they also sent Captain Callender of the Madras Pluro- 
poan Kegiment, to act as second in cemmaud to Coh Forde 
during the expedition, and to assume, military command in 
the District when the Bengal-Force should be withdrawn.^ 

Colonel Fordo having loft a small garrison of Sipabis and 
a few sick Europeans in Vizagapatam, marched with tl 7 o 
remainder of his force on the. Isfc of Novernber, and pro¬ 
ceeded to join the Eajah, whose camp he reached on the 3rd 
of that month. 

Here it was determined to proceed and attack M. de Gon- 
flans, who was reported to bo encamped with the whole French 
force near Rajabmundree, wdiere he had htiUed on learning 
that the English Detachment hud arrived. Great delays 
however occurred, iu procuring bulloeka, koolies, but 
more especially from the Rajaii's repugnance to any 

maney for the expenses of the force, upon which, 
nnderstavding they bad left Bengal. On the 15th, ^Ji*. 'An¬ 
drews reached the Camp, and being personally acquainted 
with the Rajah, having been for a long time OUief of the 
factory at AJadapolam, at length succeeded in adjusting 
matters by a Treaty to the following effect:— 


A. P. mSy 
Noti'int't'r. 


* Ormc, vcl. 8, p, 876. 





advance against the enemy. 
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lafc. The to pay the extra expense o| the army, dm- 
^^"'ing tim time aiey ahonldl act tog.pther, (amounting to 50,000 
. rtvpees per metmetn,) and allow the officerB douhlo .Batxa, 
(amouuting to 6,000 rupees per mensem.) to bo paid when 
" he should be put in possession of .Uajatuiiundree. 

;:/''2nd. The llajab to possess all the inland Country helong- 
*" ing to the country powers, bat the Oornpany to .retain all 
the seacoast from Vizagapatam to Mastvlipatam, with the 
several towns and portion that line. 

" ard. No treaty for%e subsequent cHsposal or restitution 
^" whether of the Rajah’s or the Company’s possessions, to be 
made without the consent of both partlos. 

All plunder and prize monoy to be equally divided/' 
These terms having been mutually agreed to and signed, 
Mr. Andrews returned to Vizagapatam^ to organize the mW- 
blislimept of the factory there, and the united forces of the 
Englistt and the Rajrh marched at last with a determination of 
acting in earnest. On the 3rd of December they Came within 
sight of the enemy, who wore encamped in ft strong position 
at Gallaprole, about 40 miles from R^ahmundreo, near the 
fort of Pittnpooram, holding the eommand of the main road. 
The French force was far superior in numbers to that of Col 
Forcle, consisting of an European Battalion of a 700 men, with 
between 30 and 40 pieces of cannon, light and heavy, besides 
Boveral mortars, 500 Native Cavalry and 6,000 SipahiB/ The 
English force, after deducting the men left at V/zagapatam, 
consisted of 4*^0 Europeans, including Artillery, and about 
.l>0p0 Sipahis, with 6 Field pieces. The liajah had 500 
miserahh Horse, and about 5,000 Foot, a perfect rabble; some 
few equipped with firo-arms, but the .majoTity with spears, 
and bows and arrows; he had however in bis service a party 
of 40 European .Artillerymen, deserters and renegades, undev 
the commnncl of an adventurer of the name of who 

had 4 Field pieces attached, and this was the only phriion of 
his Armv upon which any reliance could be placed. On the 
6th, the English forces took possession of a village on an 


^ pp. 2tl a. 
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ftiicG called Chambple,'^^ also eommaiicliiig the high road, ^ 
about 4 miles from the positiou of the eriemy. Here hbth 
armies remained for two days, watching each other, eaoh' think* 
ing the adversary's position too strong to be attacked. Upon 
this Colonel Forde determined to endeavor to bring the 
enorny to action, by threatening their commuitication "v^/ith 
Ilajahmmidree to their rear. 

.4eoordingly having concerted his plans with the Rajah, 
he struck his camp and oommenced |iis niarch about t o’clock 
oil the morning of the 8th December. About 3 miles to the 
right of Ohambole, at the foot of a neighboianng range of 
low hills, was another village named pondore,t which it was 
the Coloners .iutentioii to gain; but just as the force ap- 
proachod that place, they were surprised by the sound of a 
smart cannonade in the direction of their old ground. 

The Marquis de Oonflans, anderstanding from a de8ei^|er the t 
the English force was chiefly composed of raw and ipxpori- 
enced soldiers, and that there was a point near their position 
left unguarded, from which they could be cannonaded with 
effect, had also determined upon attacking, and bad accord¬ 
ingly established a battery of 6 field-pieces at the spot point¬ 
ed out, and was advancing upon ilio camp with his wliolo 
force, ignorant of the inovement of the Englislu The firo 
of these guns sadly annoyed the Ilajall’s troops, who with 
their usual indolence had not thought of moving, and the 
Rajah sent messenger after messenger to Colonel Forde, 
praying for assistaace, whilst his people drew off from the 
field as rapidly as they could ; urged by their feiu's; 
soon joined the English in a confused mass, and all marched 
to Condore, which they reached about eight o’clock. 

Here Oolouel Forde took up his position again, determin¬ 
ed to be guided by the movement of the caemy. CoUdore 
was as far from the French camp as the old position Cham- 
bole, but with more advantageous groufid to aclvancc upon, 
an<l with a village half way, which would serve for an advaaoed 
post. M. Oonflans imagining that tho, possession of this 


* Probably the Cheybole'* of In^iwi Athis. 
t Proptdy “ KuudomV in Ui0 Inaian Atlas “ Chundoor/' 
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illage 'Vfis tbe object of the English movement/ 


ward with whole force to anticipate this fiiipposed inteii-v 
tion, and he attributed Colonel Eorde's inaction^, in ietting lvim 
seixe this post without au effort, to a consciousness of inferio¬ 
rity; foaring that the English might now attempt to regain 
their bid positior), he determined upon an immediate 
and hastily forming his troops in line, advanced towards 
Oondore. liis European Battalion Avas in the oentre, as 
usual, with Eield-picces divided on their flanks ; imniedh 
tttely to the loft of the Battalion were the 500 Cavalry, and 
on either wing 3,000 Sipalus, supported by 5 or (I heavy 
pieces of cannon.^ 

Colonel Eorde drew up bis force in like manner, with the 
EuropeaiA Battalion in the eontre, and the 6 EioUhlieces 
divided, 3 on each flank; to the right was the 1st Battalion, 
of Sipahis ccmmanded by Captain Knox, with half of the 
Madfdi 'Sipal^is; to left the Snd .Battalion of SipOiis com- 
man<^led by: daptain-Lieutenarit MacLean, with the remainder 
of the Madras Sipahis; extended on oitlier flank were such 
of the Raj th’s troops as possessed firc-arns, and the remain¬ 
der of the rabble in the rear. Captain Bristof With his party 
and 4 Eiekbpieces, took post with the 3 Guns to the 
the European Battalion ♦t 

Both sides now advanced,—the .English steadily and deliber*- 
ately, without firing a shot,—the French moving more rapidly, 
but keeping up a hot cannonade froin their Artilleiy, as 
they approached; when they came near, the impetuosity of 
the French Infimtry carried tlicm in advance of their guns, 


upon which the English baited to receive them, and both sides 
commenced a Are of musketry which lasted for sohie minutes. 

, It 60 happened that when the English line halted, the 
European Battalion was immediately in rear of a field of 
Tndian corn, which grew so high as to intercept them from 
the view of the enemy, but the Sipahis on eitbdr fiank Avere 
fully exposed. Colonel Fordo, probably with a vibw of leading 
tlie enemy into the very error into which they fell, order^^d the 


* On/Qf, Vf.l. a, p. 378.—Cumbrid^% p. "473. 
i Ibid. 
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Baltalioiiii to furl llioir. siuiiil ooloiivs, of which one \VctB 
allowed to each Oltniipany, and to lay them on the groanav 
Tins circumstaiicG, and iilie men being dressed in scarlet urn- 
form, resembling that of idie Enxopeans, for which llie French 
were unprepared,—tlnv English Sipabis on the Madras side 
wearing the Native clress.-r-led them to suppose that the Eurct** 
puaiia were divided on the flanks > the Erancdi Battalion as 
their lino advancech instead of moving directly forward, ob¬ 
liqued to the left, to engage the 2nd NatiYo Battalion, which 
they thus mistook for Europeans. When they aiidved within 
tile distance of 200 yards, they halted, dressed their ranks, and 
conunenced firing by platoons ; Oolonel Fordo, who perceived 
tlicir error, rode up to the 2nd Battalion to encourage the 
men to stand,—but the latter observing the enemy’s line 
of Sipahis outflanking them to the left and gaitiiug their 
roar, and being dismayed at finding themselves opposed to 
Eui'vypeans, began to fire in a hurried and irregular manner, 
and finally to give ground, retreating in the direction of the 
village of Chambole. Flushed with this success, the Fjouch 
Battalion advanced rapidly, though in a disorderly manner, 
to follow up their advantage; Colonel Forcle, who auti-- 
cipated what would occur, luid hastened to the European Jiattar 
lion, and forming them in line to the loft upon the left Company, 
commandod by Captain Adnet, advanced and took the French 
in f]auk,;just as they were clearing the field of Indian corn ; as 
Uie Boveral Companies came up into their new alignment, they 
poured in a deadly fire of mnsketry upon the enemy, which 
did great execution ; half the IToncb Grenadiers went down at 
the first volley from Captain Adaet’s Gompaay, and being 
taken couvplotely by surprise and thus roughly handled, 
tlie \Yhole Fronoh Battalion wont about in great oonfusion, 
and hastened to regain the support of ihoir field -piecos, which 
they had left nearly half a mile behind. Although aucerlain 
as to the sueaess of the 1st Native Battalion on the right, Colo¬ 
nel Forde determiricd to take advantage of the ardour of the 
Europeans and follow a|> this success, he accordingly moved 
ou in pursuit as rapidly as pos.sible, the Battalion marching in 
coiiunu of C,ompunie^s■!cu. iu front. The 4tt\ Company uador 
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CapUtin Yortce following more skadily iFi the mr, to act as 
fi )?eserv 0 . The Pranch rallied at thak Giii)S/13 irr 
which were scattered ahout the plain, iti details, as they bad 
been loft when the advance commenced; theae^ gima op^ited 
their fire on iho English as fiooii as thoir own troops were 
clear, and killed and wounded several men. Cap tain Adh^t 
fell mortally wounded at the head of the leading Oompany, but 
the men were not to be clenied,—the onemy’e fir© only iucluceci 
them to haateh to the charge, and tbnniug'liuekt^^ 
ed on with the bayonet, drove the cuemy from their guns, 
and once r;mre put tlm Fiench .Battalion to Eight ^ 

The day, if not oomplotely gained, was at least secured 
froan roverso by the possession of the enemy s Field Artillery 
and the flight of their European Battalion; but muchdo* 
pended bn the conduct of the 1st NaUve Battalion. 
tlvo I5iixbP<^'hi Battalion advanced, its fleld-piecOB had boon 
left with this Corps, encoiiragecl by which support, and th(3 
Bpilit of their gallant commandexv Captain Kuok, tte Sipahis, 
though opposed by nearly four timesy their own bum 
stood their ground nobly ; taking advantage of the cover of 
some ombarkments iu thoir front, they kept up a warm 
upon the enemy,--'to whicli the latter replied with great spiiit, 
imtil they saw their own European Battalion driven from the 
gnus and in disorderly fliglit, when they also begak tO: retreat. 
Captain Knox now advanced with his Battalion and fhe six 
field-pieces, to join the Europeans. The enemy's right wing 
of Sipal.ds and the Cavalry had retreated as sook ks they 
the French Battalion defeated, without nniking axjy attempt to 
follow -up the 2d Native Battalion,—winch Iwdng: rallied, 
.also joined the advance. Colonel Fords now determined to 
push on, and complete his siicoess by aUackiug tluv enemy's 
oamp, to which they had all retreated, and he sent to the Rajah 
to beg that he would advance, particularly with bis Cavaliw, 
which would have bceii of the greatest irse irr following 
the broke.u troops of tlr: enemy ;—but the Bajah 'iqd all his 
force wei*e cowering in the hollow of a large tank during the 
action and could not be induced to stir. 

Colonel Forde having made his arrangements, now advanced 
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bis own troops, but tlie ground being very bad, the 
guns, drawn by bullocks, were tmavoulttbly left considerably 
in tbe reaiv*-, - ■ 

' A deep bollow way passed along tbo skirt of tbe camp,, 
beivind which all tbcj lheneh troops bad ralliad, supported by 
their heavy guns, placed so as to ootninai'Kl- rhe line of 
advairOC j bidyust as tl#, English troops ho,d taken up theic 
position to attaok, and the leading Gompany had, stepped out ' 
to give their fire, ;thO,fte!4-pl®oe» cam{j in sight, and, the 
eneroy as if panic sti'tok,went to the .right .about,: and fled 
again in th(? utmost 'pohfusion, leayivrg their <minp and thf;, 
remainder of their guns in the hands of the;wictors j, but the, 
English following thena up rapidly, many threw down their , 
arms dud surrendexod thamflolves pri,soners. ?:fo, victory opuld 
have been more complete ; the enemy were totally routed and 
dispersed; thirty-two pieces of. AxtiUery, including seven mor¬ 
tars, of from 18 to 8 inches calilu-e> 50 ainmunitioi.vcarriagos^a 
large supply of shot and Shell, lOOOv draught bullocks, ar^^the 
whole of the camp equipage and stores were ckptured j G. 
French officers and 70 Europeans wore killed dr mortally, 
woiTirded, and about 60 more slightly wounded ;, 0 officers, 
and 50 Jiuropenns, rank and .file, were taken prisoners, and 
the loss of tboir Sipahls must also have boeti eotisiderablp. 
On the side of the Englislr, Oaptahi Adnefc, Id Europeans 
and 100 Sipahls were killed ; Air. MacGuire the Fay Master, 
Mr. lohastone the Commissary, who had joined the Grenadiers 





atjcl tw<$' other officav«. wer(=v, m>uiKlod, $8 al so /?4 
and above IQO- Sipahis.t Marquis 4e CJwflto m 


the early part of the aetioh sent off 4 of the lightest field- 
pieces, and the military chest laden on to ilaj^i^nn- 

dree, and as soon (jls ha perGeived the defeat was oompl^te, 
inoiinted a fresh horse, and accompanied by the Oominarn 
daiit of the Frojicb Artillery, galloped off and reached Bajah- 
mundree that night, a distance of 4ft.r\41es, and the following. 


OmtCy vcl* p< 381. 
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ny hasienetl on to Masalipatani. Tlie bealen torco tlocl by 
diffijroiit routes iu tbo direction of EajatouindveOr 
Tl:je English troops l)oirig grea,tiy fatigiied, bating 
niaixdnrig arid figlrtln eight hours, the Colonel halted at 
Pittipoi\am for that day, aaci having made the'heeessiiry dis ¬ 
positions for the safety of the cmnp, dispatcdied all 'the offi¬ 
cers’ palancfuins aud the doolies, to bring in tliO'wounded of 
both armies. 

/•The Erenoh. officers taken prisoners were admitted to pa¬ 
role, and together with, tbo sick and wounded men on both 
.skies, were se^it to Kokanara, a Dutch lactory on the coast 
about 20 miles distant. 

^Jjyv TJuis ended battle of Condore, one of the most hrilliaili 
actiong on military record ; which, however, is generalty but 
little knoxyn or mentioned in the service, and by a strang 
chance, not one of the Corps employed have ovei* received any 
distinction fox this most important viotory, whilst the 1st 
Mafias European Fusiliers, of which not arrofficer or man, 
excepting Captain Callender, was present, have the w’ord 
•^fCpndoTc” emblazoned on their colours and appointroents.'^ 
The Corps properly entitled to this distmetion arir thd^^p 
sent 1st Bengal European Fusiliers, the 1st Begiment of Bern* 
gal Native Infantry, and the Bengal Artillery : the ^mi Native 
Battalion is no longer in existence, and ‘the Madras Sipahis 
present vvere never organized as a regular Corps.f .:ji 

Captain Lieutenant Oswald obtained his Company in suc¬ 
cession to Captain Adnet, and Ensign John Nolhkias was 
promoted to tbo vacant Lieutcnanoy.J 

Colonel Forcle now sent out the Cavalry of Anirndoeraj 
as scoats> to obtain iiiformatioD of the movements of the 
Hying enemy, and in the afternoon he sent forward Captain 


-»• A similar lUiomaU- h to be found in tlve lioiiorary bc.dgea of the Bei:igo:r 
err, n7i3ongst which is tho word whilst no Ej^^ropeaMJnfilutrr 

Bengal wore attached to General Ooddaivi’s Uivkioiif. for services of Whicii lor'dV 
that badge was accorded. 

+ This account of tlie Battle of Condore, aud in fact of the whole of this cu/npaigu^ 
is chiefly compiled from Ormo, Cnmbridgo and Grose, who iigTce closely 1.0 all the 
leading details. 
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t)ox, Willi die Ift’i'BfU.tiil'ioij'/jf follow njVtliC pitr- 

, an:J ])revenl;any atccraput rallying in (he *i)oiglil>ourhoo(h ' 

Tliv.y oiarcbud r.n'towarths Ihijahniu-ndtcfi;, and tlio fciioWing 
inondiig, the Oolonel having' loartiocl that tho .French had 
stopped at tliat town^ also sent -forward ihe rooirdnder of »he 
f^pahis iii'uler Captaiia Maolaoars, wiiilsl ho ioHoWed mbrii' 

»iOwly wifii the .Krp'opeahs anci Artillery . ‘ ^ 

Tlie’Avholo'of ' the Sipahis, with Captains Knox andMfnC'' 

Lean, roaodied 3hijahmnndre(?j a distance of 40 iniles, by day'' 
break on the - . ' ' . .'V 

'Jiiis towu which is die capital of the province, is sitaali'iil’'' 
on the'eastern bank of tlio Godavory, about 40 miles from • 
its onibouchnre. In (ho coiure of the town, close to tho^^ dt 
river, waa^adargo mud Ibrt of little strength ; hero tlio French ; A' 
had established a depot for stores, and maintained a ganison 
for the defence of the place ; and Juther the greater pari of the 
fugitives liastcned after the action of the Bth. Having iob > 
ihcit best ArLitlery orr that day, the fort ill oalculn,tcd to 
stand a siege, and the approach, of the Slpahia I'cing magnir-v 
tied into that of tlic whole arniy, t'hoy^h coiamenced to ,v 
cuato the place during the night of the Otln Much vlelav 
occurred, hov/eveiv iii crossing over tho river, and when Ca]>' 
tain Knox aiTived in the morn if ig, "ho fo in k 1 15 Enropi^m.d, 
and the greater pa¥t of the stores,^ ^ n einbarkod, all 
of which were immediately soi/ed ; a boat .laden with ii?iothcr 
party ,-' of Europeans, 4 light held pieces, and a thirteen fti'cli ' 
mortar, had (^ply just reached the opposite shore ; th (3 Hipahb 
observing this, commenced a fire of muskotvy across tlh) 
stream,'and turned some of tlie guns in the fo.rt upon this 
party, which compollod them to leave their charge and' at^p. 
tend to their own safety, when a party of the Sipahis procured ' 
soTiio boats, and going acros.s, brought back ah r> pieces of 
ordnanoc/f ^ ' 


H;: 




■ A funher supply oi'guns, stores, ammunition ami b’aggagb, 
'were, found in tlio fortaogether with rxip huHooks, a.tulVi few' 




horses and ciuncls. 
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1. Colonel Foide and the rernainder of arrived on 

’ fbo 11 til, but tluf Rajah arid his trdops did not eorive n^ iintil 
the IGt’i of the month, having made, a gfeat oeremoRy of briry- 
ing the few men belt iigftig to their army, whodind fplleu by" 
the' Tandom shot during the action. On arrfvtil, 'Colonel 
Porde Set aside the ordnunee, ammunition and n:dlitary stores 
for the Oompacy end the Rajah, all the rentfriniag^ 
were sold by auction on the spot, and the pioee-sds reserved 
for future division amongst the troops. 

Colonel Fordo now called upon the Bajah to make his 
first payment for the support of the force, which lip, had 
engagtid to do when put in possession of Rajahraund.''e0,~'On 
the iuith of wldeh promise, the Colonel had advanced him the 
sum of 30,000 Rupees from the Military chest, to enable him 
to march from Kossimkottah t this loan and a supply.' to the 
factory at Vizagapatam, had eshausted the whole .sum brought 
round from Bengal, and the Ooionel had nothing but the 
Rajah’s promises to look to, fo»'the payment of the troops 
arid the maintenance of his force. However, either trusting 
still to them, or with a view to shame the Rajah into the ful¬ 
filment of his engagements, the English force croased the 
Godavery on the £3yd. Colonel Porde being naost anxioHS to 
reach IHasiilipatara, befok the enemy should have recovered 
the effeefe of their reoent defeat. But the Rajah neither snp- 
plied funds nor moved himself with his troops ; nad as it would 
Mve been impossible to proceed witliont these ,aids, Colonel 
Fordo was compelled to vocross tlie stream on Ifie ■Sdth. 
Anundeerej conscious of his own breach of faith, imaginad that 
theEnglish were returning to puniflli him lor his conduct, and 
im.mediately fled to the hills that skirt the provinci.. tp, the' 
northward. Colonel Fordo upon this, retraced his couj'se 
towards Vizagapatara, and liuUed at Beddapore, a village 
situated about 10 miles to the westward of Qondorej-- 
here he established himself with a view to more' easy 
communioation with iho factory. On learning tive state of 
affairs, Mr. Andrews sent him 20,000 rupees fr.vm Vizaga- 
patara, and came into camp himself on the IStli January, 
from whence he proceeded le the Rajah’s camp in the 
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K ^vbioh ' ho ’](ifid.w(I vn ibo Jvlli: Ilore lio foniul llrat a. u. ^; 

Uxo ilveaU pr tlj 9 Culoveh Mncl tlic.diditscliUtUion 1:0 i'liriii^h uny '' ‘ 

Iih\d cornipleUdy wapcrsodod allarix^uty as to thcsuo- 
c.' 03 s of ihv nx.pt'idhiotu Tlus\Yay perplexing dilemma, ;,;;v;,; '''''''j 

a« the iatell’.^once ibat the'Ffoncli were besieging Madras 
a po'vyertul ibroeMn'i.d ruined the English eredit i/xf that 


X>ar(; of rioantry, whieu the .Rajah’s name and ;.snpj>ort 


only could ret1.'.>re, - Under these circumstances, Mr 


fi.ve\>\s vms obliged to co.nsont tcyaa alteration of ^ the originai fW 
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treaty^ o^f/the mdi subsUuice of wluph, tlio Rajah pleaded igno¬ 
rance, daying (lie blame on his interpreter. It was now 1 
.agreed that whatever sums the llajah sliould famish, 
sluo.rld. bo considers m a loam and that ^ the ro'/enue.:? / 
of all the dh3(;rkvt;S soiitlmwcst of Godavery, vdhch might 
bo reduced, should bo equally divided between th.e Coin* 
puny , and thellajah, excepting, those belonging to- the 
I'VeuGh/’ He was ^ iikliioecl to return to the English 
canipi and* to engage to afE’^ upon M.'asnlipatain; but 
another week w'as lost in arranging with the Shrofis, before 
Ivo could be persuaded to furaish 6000 Rupees in cash, Jind 
bills at ten days for 00,000 more. At lcrjgth% on the 












more than six weeks ; ono-half of whittb, if properly oinpioyed, v 
would- probably' havo accomplished all the objects ot the 


pedition,—whereas in the inte.rim, the enemy had found time to 
recover from tlio effects of their recent defeat, and to ma.ke tiicir, ' 
prepa.i:ations for future ox^erations,. Captain Bristol was left in 
Cpiihmanc] of the Fort of luyahmundree, with a small ganiscu ’ 
•of the Rajah's trocips., The sick and wounded, together with ' 
the spare ordnance and a portion of the udlitary stores 
baggage, wau-e a-so lodged ihero under .his ^ ^ o!' 

The Haniwivlie ami the two sloops had boon sent to, cruise 
along the coast after die action whilst the had pro- 

oceded on to Madras with stores and provifdons. The farmer 
•captured a snow, having cn board all the Agents and pro- 


.j^-' xxuuy t)f the French factory^ at Yanam, they having embark 
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I'ucoiviuir aitolliguD'X'of theM* Oot;flau!> nt 
CoaUorc;'(-liofiij vessels cruised along I'le cois'I '5iKito>ili''ig 
betweou’itlie sevoriil inontlis.of 

-.ccedoxl to Mnsnlipatain roads, wl'.ere they c,vv'««i\;d. feoU'O,. 6'iaad 
ve»'.?;^l3, convoying grain to, ,l’o.n,diclioiTy and to five ffOBch 
, besieging Madras.* 


;(:)a IGo Cth of Fednn,iar tha llnglish fofeei'roaelied Ellare, 

!i conaiddr'able town with a strong fort,.situated near tlu; Kolair 
’Lake ; this - wos tho capital of ono of the four, proviiu'os 
ceded, soino 'time before, by Sailalnit Jung to Mensiepr - 

The li'rdnch .hn'd formerly kep,t ,a garrison here, wbich.M,, 
Gonthms bad'witbdrawn during .bis retreat,to Masulipatimr. , 
The long delay of the English on the' eastward of the .Cbnla- 
very liad en&bied M. Oonfluns to organize a field fp^oe. conj- 
])osed of tko garrisons of Uajahiniindroe, Ellprp aiu.1 the 
iieighhouring posts, consisting of 200 Europeans, and 2000 
Sipahi,s'wiili 4 field pieces, which he called his .Army of G'b- 
aeevation, the command of which be entrusted to one Oi his 
beat officers, Monsieur l)u llooher; whilst with the reauunder 
' of the force at his disposal, he took post hirnaelf at &b^if* 
iipatani The Bnjahis troops not having arrived, Co’Qud. 
Forde whilst waiting' for them at Elloro, dispatched Gaptain, 
Knox with the 1st battalion of Sip,ahis, to reduce the (■' ranch 
■factory at Narseepore, where tliere was a garrison of ;l,0,0'..r.,u- 
ropeansi and between 3 and 400. Bipahis, and w]uph.Mousieiu’ 
Pfumeaii, the officer in charge, seemed determined to dBl’end. 
Colonel Ernde wrote to the Zemindar of the district, threaleh- 
: iow the destruclion of lus country if ho aided the Fvenolb hut 
ollniiio to enter into alliance with him if ho would, join 4i# 
English. This.Chief readily accepted tlie Ig^ter alternative., 
antijiatued Captain Knox on the road with hia own troops. 
TluK garrison, who had calcuiatod upon hia assistaacft;^ ,on 
recaiviug iutclligenoe of this defection, abandoned the,,,,fhoto- 
ry, and made their escape by water to join the Army of Ob¬ 
servation, which lay about 30 miles from EUore. , Two, 24- 
ponuders, three 12-pounders, uud a few field '■ pieces, with/.a 
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N^.-^^^ply of inaiLic apd scuie Binnli vesseb. vv-ei*e eap-A'^ 

tuAJil a?: Nars^jBpor'a j'buavM. P,uHPJap bad suak all the amr,ptV' ; 

'''jl' nition ^bat ba m.t carry ’ Leaving a i”o\v: rat?n, 

togoth.oT 'viJ‘: ^cnio of'lbo Zemindar''r. troops to garrison tho 
■•' p'hMce, CapUu,; fCaox rotarued to Ellore, wheru, on the IBtl), 
the .IteffiL Joiibd tbe oarnp, 'had tlxc next day the Zemindar of 
NaP<:-iOo;'»C)re'ctom in with 1500 men. Notwithstanding diafc 
' time wtnM so prociouB, and' that so mach had-been already 
weraed* Afiundeeraj was not ready to acfvatice until the Lst of 
. March'h;:;,h''' '' "h v^. 
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■ Tluriinitod forces now inarched across the Kolah: 'Lake./,or ^ 
rather marsh, which at tl.;o time was nearly dry ; and otv W 
Urn 3r(l, oncamped'near’a tort called Konkale, in whiuh thO'’ 

■ ’ Frenoh had left'a small garrison under a iSbrjeant, corisLsting 
■'- • 13 Europeans, and two Companies of Sipaliis. Captnii* 

ld(n,iteaiant MacLeau was clctaGhed with six Companies of tlio 
2ndBattalion ofBipahis to attack this fcirt* The ganison^b 
'deceived a proihise of asststance from Monsieur Lu Xioclier, 
felying on which, they made a determined <3efeno0. Oaptam 
Lieutenant MaoLean had neither scaling ladders nor guns, hat 
3io opened a liotifh’a of musketry oi^ the ramparts, whilst a party 




ivith crovd)ars, in wiiioln 
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r' enJeavoared to firce open the 

after iw”') desperate attemptBfth^^ failed and 'were clrivozi back. • 
Captain MacLe(7m xmw sen for z coupde of 

S,;, ' guns, which the charge of m 

Ik', Artiliery offioori'who imnie^d^^^ them up to tho gate uu- 

l-y t dor a heavy fire of small arms and blew it open. The Sipnhis,' 
V enraged at the resistance they had experienced and tho less 
tlicy had susIainod, rushed, into the fort and buyoMoied 
all they met without xneroy portion of tho 

gariison, hosYeVer, cooooalo(Ithemselves unb the and 

slarigditer were over, wh surrendered themeolvo.s prisovv" 

ers.t A few boiiriLafter tho fort was taken, iritelligcrice 
brought of a reinforcenmnt from the French /:\rmy. of Olmr- 
vaiion being xm the way to relieve the place, consisting of 40 
Jhiropovuis iUid a deUclnncrit of S’pahie; Captain MacLcati 
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Amediatelj' tnaved Out to en«o\iotei' 'ilieixi ; ;K»!.,tiip ;Oraoey’ 

con'fiianclmg the partyv Iparaiug that tb'S fort, l»ad suii’ea- 
dewd, rotirod to join M. Juv ItooiiPv. A triuall ps-vty oS 
ipipahiit was now loft to gariison jltt,nlcalo, and tlia xemaindsi- 
ol force njarched on towards Masnlipalair*,before wiiich 
tiioy - arrived on the Sth of Mar'yb. On the h|me day,, they 
rooeived the cheering intelligence that Monsieur I.ub.y had 
been conopellod to raise the siege of Madras on. t.bo l Yth oi 
the preceding Baonth.* . .. 

The fort of Masulipatain was situated in N. Lat. IC*'I0' 

nitd E. Long. 81° 14’; it stood nearly a mile and a half 
from the s^a-shore, on the edge of a sound or inlet of the .sea* 
sHiTouaded on the other three sides by a morass or swamp of 

considerable extent, formed partly by this inlet and partly by 
a bran'ch of the Kistn.ah, which disembogued to the v/estward 
of the fort; this swamp varied in dopsh in different parts, n»d 
at different seasdns, from 3 to 18 feet, with a mnddy bottcon, 
and the inlet to the south side of the fort was upwards of 

SOO yards in breadth. 

The shape of the fort might be considered an irregular 
paraUelogram, with an average length .of about 800 yards,- 
and a breadth of finm OOG to- 600 ; the eastern side receding 
in .an obtuse re-enteving angle, and the western side projectr 
ing to nearly a oorrespouding extent > the outline of the wo-vks. 
consisted of eleven bastions of various sizes and shapes, con¬ 
nected by long curtains ; round the whole was a palisadoed 
berm and awet ditch, but no glacis. The ramparts were of earth, 

' fftoed wi th masonry, as also was the Counterscarp. The '.French, 
who Imd taken possession of this place iu 17^1, had greatly 
improved and modernized its defences, and rendered it a v.ofy 
formidable fortification. The southern side, which rested on 
the sound or inlet of the sea, and was not easily aasailable, 
had no defences except the bastions at either extremity. A 
range of sand hills extended on either side of the fort to about 
half a mile inland, where they bordered the morass ; on the 
oBstern side, these approached to within 800 yards of the fort, 
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au,M!|tB txea*a*)s!t>;ayft(kl)t0 poiot from %v!iich tlje pla 9 ,B 

_ _ aS^ikd, asjii or creek formed theboundniry 

batwe'iSii lWSa siUMi;iBlk'at;id tiie morass. The town or pe’tah 
of i^fp.sBiipktRrEf,' rvtl8 sitna^ed about a raiie. and a half to the 
ni^Wesi; of.'Uie, fort, on a spot of xl'siug-grovmd, and was 
also su.GCOi»Eoi| oy morsEs ; the commnnicstion between 
pettah was by means of a harrow raised 
cbulsei^ayi about ?300b yards in luagtU, which led to the 
horth'West bastion of tlio fort, in wliioh was the only gate 
way ; about 120 yards of this causeway, nearest to the fort, 
was formed into a loirg capomtiere, which teminatod ia a 
. ravelin or fl^che, the feces and ishort flanks of whiebj as weU 
ae the sides of the oaponniere, were furthot’ 3ti-0ingt^^'tt0«.,by' 

a ditch all round.* , 

The Marquis do Conflans, leaving a suHSoient gitartl in,tbs ; 
fort, w'as eticampud with the remainder of his force in the pet' 
tak fOT the greater convenience of water, as there wasw^f-h^.h; 
the fert except what was contained in cisterns. But as Soon .sia 
the English appeared, notwithstanding that hts owu Tprop* 
was superior m numbers, consisting of 500 Europeans'and 
•2000 Sipahis, ind^>cnd«;nt of the Army of Ob.servatioa 
under Monsieur I)A Eooher, he retroatjd from tht p*.tteh 
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without a struggle. The troops of Arui.ndeer j and 


the 

■ Zemindar of Natsceporc encamped in the pettt!), and the 
English force took up a posiuon on the range of sand liilis 
to the north-sa-st of the fort. 

Any regular uppro8.cheE: vvecc out of the qiivtsiion, vheu the 
nature' of the ground and the limited truians at (.'Oionei ,1 orde s 
disposal were considered ; ho thcruforo determiued to erect 
Batteries on the sand bank, at the nearest approachable point, 
which position, moreover, had the advantage of cncinity to 
the - ships, hma wlience the ordnance and stores had i .. be 
■disoinbayked. ' 

Three Batteries were aceoi'din;;Vy throsvn up cn tao .sand 
bank, uncohneeted by any trtmeh, us there was little fear froui 
any sortie of the Garrison across the morass. One 3at 


This (iesutiptioji of tlio fort is cliirfly from Otrar. Vide, flats IV. 
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levy ^vas situated at the south-western angle of the baiiki otoso 
to a fisliing village, bordered on the soutlr by Ure eea, ‘^ud 
on the west or irout^ by the nullah or creek already meutioa- 
cd; iu this Battery were placed two 24-pontKlerB,itwo 
dors, and throe mortars of 13, 10, and 8 inohes caolu 

To the north of this Battery, at a cliBtaace of abaut 400 
yards, resting on the bank of the nullah, another BtUtery vvaa 
erected for two ^d-poundara and two IB-pouriders : and be¬ 
tween the two, but about 100 yards to the rear, wus & 
Battery for two J^<^ponndera, which had been previously 
captured from the enemy. 

Th^ fi’ont of the fort tbits attacked, eotrsisted of 4 Bastions 
with the’ connecting curtains. Of these, tlie oho in the south- 
angle, rcatiiig on the sound, was called the Franeou, 

' moanting K) gnus; from hence the line of works receded, 
owing to the nature of the soil, and formed a re-entering 
angles as already noticed, in which was situated a Bastibh 
without llanks, the faces afibrding sufficient defence tb the 
curtains on either side ; this was called the Bastion : 

iurther on was the 67, John Bastion,‘mounting 8 guns, and 
to the nortlneast angle of the Jbrt was aupUier call¬ 

ed iho Cnnic4ion, xnom^mg 10 guns, ®e southern English 
BaUeiy played upon ih^ FrancoisDutch Bastions, the 
centre Battery, on tho 6/.and the northern oh iho 
CameUo?i :—but their fire was far inferior to that of the 
Batteries in the fort, and no other guns were available, ex¬ 
cept the 9'pounciers with which IJardwicke Wi ekxm^^ 
and some old honey-combed pieces belonging to the Bajah; 

As soou as the plan of attack was developed, and the Bat¬ 
teries fairly commenced upon, the enemy erected a powerful 
Battery on the other side of tho inlet, which bring across 
the water, took them all three in flank ; but as this detached 
work was liable to a night attack by boats, the garrison was 
weakened by the necessity of establishing a strong guard 
there, both of Europeans and Bipahis. 

After Ihe action at Oondore, the Marquis de Oonflans had 
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to Salabiit Jarig;th 0 Soobabdar of tbo Dacican, re- ^ 
q’M)®ting his asBistauoe against the ikiglishf and tbo Tefeih'^ 
tory chiefs who hud revolted to their common enemy- Sala* 
bnl; Jnng, being desk aict'df M- cle Gori- 

flans and his force, to enable him to coerce his brother Nixam 
Alh^—who,v on the deparUtre of M. Bussy, had risen into 
rebelliori,-"-readily iktened to this request, and was now ac¬ 
tually on bis march to raise the siege, with a large Army, 
wliloh was joined on the Kistnah by hie other brother 
Ksalut Jung,•--‘their forces anioiinting to li5,()00 Horee 

and ^20,000 Eoot 

The French Bingade undar Monsieur Du Eochor, as , soon 
as Colonel Forde had reached Masuliphfcam, crossed tho conh- 
try toEllore; and thence proceeaed to Eji^ahmundreo, where the 
sick of the English Army, amounting'to ^S E ' 

Sipahis,’had, as already stated, boon left under the charge'(if Mr. 
Bristol; and what was of the greatest importaaoo, a large sum 
of money in gold and silver, which had been sent round from 
Bengal for tho use of the force, then so greatly in w^ant of it, 
had just arrived there on its w^ay to Masulipatam- As soon 
as Mr. Bristol rccei^eid intelligence of the approach cif the> 
French troops, be ieSt oif the treasure to Kokanam, pln^drig i 
it under the charge of the Butch Agents at that Factory, 
and directed such of the invalids, as were equal to the fatigue 
of marching, to proceed to Tiisagapatam- I)a Kocher thus 
(jfbUiined unclisputed possession of Rajahmundreo, and ad¬ 
vanced two or three marches beyond that place, giving out 
that he intended to attack Vizianagaram, the capital 'of 
AniimJeeraj and the English factory at Vkagapatam ; his real 
object, however, was to intimidate the neighbouring Zemin¬ 
dars and petty chiefs, and extort money from their fears ; but 
finding that even with the exercise of great severity, he could 
not. collect enough to pay his expenses, he retraced his steps 
and proceodeiiiko form a junction with Salabut Jung.'^* 

The intelligence of Du BocheFs movements and intentions 
greatly alarmed. Anundoeraj for th§ safety of bis own posses- 
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i sions^ and ho could not bo indnced to advance either 


or credit for the wants of the Britiah troops,—which were now 
becoming most urgent; the treasure chest was comply 
empty, Colonel Fordo and all the officers of the force had 
advanced whatever sums they possessed, and the priiao money 
had been used and all expended in procuring provisions, 
whilst the troops were several months in arrears of 

Biich was the coaclition of the English detachment-^be* 
sieging a superior force, which was well supplied with all 
the means and material for defence, in a place of acknow^ 
ledged strength,—“-themseives with the most scanty material, 
ill supplied with provision, and entirely without funds 
whilst the enemy possessed a scpai'ato force without the wall, 
which crippled their resources, and prevented the arrival of 
the money sent from Bengaladdition to all which, a pow¬ 
erful Army was advancing to the relief of the place. 

With these disadvantages to encounter, the enemy ridioulecl 
ull the efforts made by the besiegers, and the troops them¬ 
selves were dispirited at the prospect before them; and the 
privations they iiad to endure. At last their distress became 
so great, that the European Battalion broke into open muti-' 
iiy, and 'On the 19th of March tiumad out with thou* 
threatened to march away. Colonel Fordo, with much dif¬ 
ficulty, persuaded them to return quietly to their tents, and 
to select a certain number of deputies from amongst their 
body, to represent their wants and grievances. Those depu¬ 
ties declared that they were determined not td serf a any 
longer, unless they were paid their arrears, as also the amount 
of 2)rize money already duo to thorn, and were guaranteed the 
whole booty in case Masalipatam should be taken. OoJ.onel 
Fordo informed then that money was on the way f hub Ben¬ 
gal, and that as soon as it was received they should be paid 
their arrears and the amount of prize money already due ; but, 
as by the regulatiorn?, they were entitled to only half of the 
prize money taken in any fort, the remaining half belong¬ 
ing to the Company, he was unable to guarantee the whole 
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as demanded, bat he promised urgently to rccomtuend Ai 
to the Gavernment/to relinquish their share, in consideration 
of the daiigers, difEoulties, and privations the troops had to 
endure. Thoao promises,'and the persuasions of their otfiohrsv 
induced the men to rf^tura once more to their duty, wbicli 
they did with undiminisjaed ardour ,* but such was the vrant 
of means for carrying on a siege, that the Battenes with every 
exertion were not completed until the ^?'5tb of the month,, 
eighteen days after their arrival before the place 
In the mean time, Balabut Jung w’'as gradually approaohing:, 
and had sent letters to Aaundeeraj and thedZemindar of 
seepore, ordering them immediately to leave the English and 
join his standariL On the ^27th, iritelligence were received of 
his arrival at Beexioara on the Kistnah, about 40 rnilos irorrt 
Ma3ulit)atam, and on the 3am<^ day the news arrived that Bn 
llocher had taken possession of rcajahrnundree and was pre¬ 
paring to advance upon Visrianagararm 

These repovis so terrified Anundeeraj, that ho marched off 
the following ttfeirning, without giving any notice%~intending 
to regain his own districts. Colonel Fordo sent Mr. Jobnstohe 
to him, to represent the folly of his conduct, in thinlving alone 
to escape from or to oppose the nuriveroiis cavalry of Saiabufc 
Jimg, on the one hand, or the French Army of Obseryation 
on tho other,—which latter lay immediately in his route,—and 
pointing out that his only chance was to remain with the 
English, when, if Masulipatam was taken, all wwild go welly 
and if compelled to retreat, he would have their support and 
assistance, without which he would be helpless. 

The truth of these representations was too evident to admit 
of denial, and he was aocordixigly induced to return once 
more to his old quarters in the pettah. 

Golonei Eorde, though with little hopes of any good result, 
determined to try the effect of negooiation with Sahibut Jm)g, 
which might at least servo to amuse him for a time and delay 
his advance upon Masulipatam : he accordingly entered iulo 
communication with him, stating that the English had no 
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M. \im.a or intGiitionei beyoad <lrlviag the i’rettoh oat of (lie Ff o- 
viiice, and taking possession of their faotpriea, aad forts oil 
t.he Coast, ■adthout any desire to obtain or keep up' tlieir 
infiitenoe or possession in the inland districts, and requesting 
permission to send a deputy to iiis camp to represent the 
viovs and interest of the Eiiglisb, and to enter into final 
arrangements and a treaty. Salabut Jung consented to re¬ 
ceive a deputy, and accordingly Mr Johnstone proceeded to 
his camp on the 1st of April. These negociations had the 
desired effect of retJuding his march, which was all that Colo- 

} nel Forde anticipated from them.* 

In the rneantim^tlthe English pressed the siege with great 
energy, as far as i^feir limited means would permit ; the 
Battm-ies, •which had Itept l|)| an uninterrupted fire since the 
JtJth of Ma.rch, had efibfetett'i^.everal breaches in the.enemy s 
•works, but these were as qiackly repaired during the night: 
the greatest effect was produced by the three ntertars, vrhich 
destroyed a number of the buildings, and committed edh^i^ 
derable execution amongst the garrison, On the .5tb. of April 
asevere storm with heavy rain, brought in the southern mon- 
sobn, and added considerably to the depth of the morass. On 
the 6th, the weather cleared again, and news was brought that 
Balabut Jung was advancing from Beezoara, and that the 
Army of Observation under .Du Booher •was also close at hand, 
ready to form a junction with the Soohalidar, or to intercept 
the English retreat; the seme day the Artillery officers re- 
jjorted that not more than sufficient ammunition for two days* 
service of the Batteries remained hi'store,—*400 barrels of 
powder having been expended during the siege.t 

The position of the English was now mo.st critical; retreat 
by the rouse they had come was impossible, in the face of a 
force so greatly superior, harassed as they would assuredly ■ 
he by the Nizam’s powerful Cavalry, and though the Enropceu 
troops might have been embarked in the HciTdwicke and 
tlie two sloops, it would have been difficult to provide for the 
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and &oir Allies mist toe fcoot aljandoned; Rs also 
die guns, stores and baggage : suotr a proceediiig Colohei 
i’orde coiieiderec! too cliagraceM even to be entertained, and 
aoooniingly resolved to make a desperate effort to carry the 
fcrtby assault. He diroctod the Artillery offteers to ke^jp t:p 
a hre ftoiB tlifV Batteries alacrity, and oixlerod 

all the troops to be under arms by 10 o’clock on the night 
of the 7th/ The depth of water in the ditch of tlte" to 
dependent on the state of the tide ; and as the ebb was to take 
place at mid night, it was calculated that there v/ould not be 
above 8 feet of wator in it at that time ; tins eircumstaneo, and 
there being no glacis nor any outwovkS 4 ^jt.gto facilitated th? 
approach to the broaches. These had''|oe repaired by the 
garrison during the night of the feth^ but the fire of the Bat¬ 
teries had been so continued the whole of 

the 7th/ tlmt thoro was eveu’y hope they would bo 

found praciioable, and all thcTS«*tions had been equally fired 
upon, so as to 'Confound the enemy as to the intended point of 
atluck*: On the other side of tlio fort, in tho south-west 
angle, between tlio Bastion resting^ on the sound called tlm 
iSV. Bud tho ono to thO north of it, named the 

Salifw, tliere was no ditch,—this portion of the works being 
covered by a broad swa.mp, bounded externally by a small 
nullah, which, under the circaimstanoes, was considered a 
{Sufficient defence. A native servant of Captain Yorkc, who 
had formerly lived in Masulipatam, inforined his inaster that 
ho had oocasionally soon the natives employed in the fort 
wading over the quagmire between the two Bastions. Cap- 
tain Yovke reported this circumstanco to the Colonel, who 
authorised his examining the passage, accompanicHl by 
tain Knox. On the night of tiie 6th, these two officers tak¬ 
ing with them a hundred Sipahis, proceeded quietly to the 
spot, and placing the men in small parties an a line with oach 
other, proceeded across the quagmiim, which they fpuiul^ 
not more tlum knee-'cleep, but tho mud very tenacious, and 
the passage though pracfeicablo, a matter o,f difficulty. They 
returned undiscovered before morning, and th iir rci)ort de¬ 
termined Colonel; t6 mak% a separate attack at that 
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iUtiril’;;.: wliit'h would at least serve to distraet llle - enetuy’S ' at-- 
teution. With the same viow'> it was arraugod that the ilajah’ft; 
trooiTs should proooed along the cauSeyay''and mako an at- 
taok npGrt the detaohed liavelin, situated near 'ita. extremity. 
The real attack was to bo made on the tiorth-east Bastion, the 
CV«/«e&': 0 -“^Captain Knox was appointed to lead the fake 
attack with his own (the 1st) Battalion, and a detail: of the 
Mitdras Sipahis ; whilst the main attack was to be made by 
the EurojOeans ajuT the remainder of the Sjpabis. Those 
points being ali amaged, the troops were ordered to be in 
readiness on their respective grounds, so as to coinmeno® 
hfieratioas by ttiidhight, and the fire from Captain Kaox's 
party was to be the sigbal for the Other two parties to attack. 

The strength of the European Battalion on this occasion 
Was SIS men, to whora were tidded 30 Artillerymen from the 
Batteries, and 30 Sailors ftom the The Sipehis 

■consisted of Captain IdetiipQant Maclean’e Battalion and 
a further detail of the Madras Bipahis, making a tota'kof little 
more than 700 men ;;—a considerable portion of the Madras 
Sipahis being distributed in the (Jarrisons left at the several 
poste in the distriet. Captain Kiiox'S party amoutited only 
to the same strength; sickness and casualties haying eonsider- 
nbly rednced the force since its landing on the coast. Ko 
counter-attack being anticipated, the Camp and BatteribsMere 
loft under a guard of the Kajah’s troops’. The party tinder 
Cap tiasi Knox having farthest to n^iarch, started fi'rst, and 
making a long detour round the fort, amved at their .posi- 
tionj and eommeneed their attack exactly at midnight. The 
Bajeh’s troops, at this signal, commenced firing upon the de¬ 
tached Ravelin, and made sufficient noise, if they did nething 
more. The main attack was in 3 divisions ; the 1st oousist- 
ing of the European and Native Grenadiers under C.aptaln 
Fischer, with the ArtiUerwmen; the 2d of the other four Com ¬ 
panies of the 'Eiiropearr Battalion and the Bailors; under Cap¬ 
tain Yorko ; and the 3rd of the remainder ihf the Bipahis 
undor Captain Lieutenant Alaoiean. They were delayed for 
sOine tittu* after all was in reudiness to march, by the ahsonce 
of Captain Oallcader, the. second in comniand,----Who had 
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Mappotiiti^d to tod fche assault, but who was nowhere to be 
found ; after a fruitless search, the troops moYod off without 
bin?, crossing: ibs morass considerably to the north , of the 
Batteries, and marcluBg nearly in a direct lino upon the 
Camelion ; as they approached the ditch, they were joined 
by the party of Artillery, who, to avoid creating suspicion, 
had remained in the Batteries until the last moment. They 
now hoard tho fire from Captain Knox's party and from the 
Rnjah s troops, and bastened to gain the fort,—but the passage 
of the morass was tedious and fatiguing, th%> mud being oter 
their knees at every step, and in the ditch it was above their 
waists; the leading divirdon, however, ftuocee^^ gaining 
the berme, and had commenced tearing tip the palisades, 
■when th 67 were disoovored by the enemy, who immediately 
ihTonged to the breach, and also opened a fi.ro of Artillery 
upon tliem from the adjoining Bastions, the BL John on 
■the east side, and that calledStlm Li tile Q ate on the nor:;h 
side, ~a name derived from its having a small sally port in 
one face. This opposition only increased the ardour of the 
assoilants, and Whilat Captai*i Fischers Division were busy 
destroying the palisades and clearing the breach. Captain 
Yorkes division kept up a smart fire of musketry upon the 
adjoining Bastion of St* John^ Oaptain Maclean's 

Di vision of Sipahie replied to that from the Link Gat^ 
Bastion. At length, in spite of all obstacles and opposition, 
the leading Division forced its way up the breach, and gained 
complete possession of the aUhou not with 

out loss : here they waited uajil the , 2d Division had mount¬ 
ed, when they proceeded along the ramparts to their right, 
towards the Little Gate Bastion, with a view to clearing the 
northern lace of the fort On taking possession of the 
Vamelion, Captain Moran disoovored ti light field'^piece on 
the ramparts, which, at^ Ms suggestion, Captain Yorke turn¬ 
ed along the east face of the fort, to sweep th® ramparts on 
that side ; and as soon as ft sufficient number of tho A^ear 
Division had ascended the breach, he proceeded to follow in 
tiio same direption, .marching along the ramparts towards the 
Bastion of 8l /nte. JuBt, as he was starting, be desened a 
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body, of troops advoBoing belovv, between tlio..ramparts aud 
tlie buildings in the body of the place ; this iTas .a party of 
Sipahis, who had been Sent, to reitiforce tho.gariisoa-: at the 
Camelion, by Monsieur Oonflans.'-^wbd, distvaeted by the 
vanoiis.attaoksj had taken post with his Enropean ^reapdiens ; 
and some other troops at the Arsenal, which was sithai'Oijl on 
the south side of the fort, not for from the frmi'fm Bas¬ 
tion ;--Oaptain Yorke,' OB observing these troops, with great 
presotreb of mind rushed down the ramparts, and seking the 
French'officer in cpnimand of tho' party, clesireU, hiin inimo 
diately to order his men to lay down tlieixv arms, or they 
shoald all bo destroyed, as the ibrt'was taken ; the,order ■wam 
given and obeyed without hesitation; and th® who 
made prisoners and sent up into the e'n;ne/fa»,:Wh 
were placed under the charge of the 8d Bivision. ©aptaiit 
Yorke perboiving that the road below was broader imd less lia¬ 
ble to obstruction, than -the hue of tlio ramparts, brought 
down his .Division and marched along to the rear, of the 8t. 
./b/w, leaving the gun with a few, ^Artillerymen to keep the 
rampart clear above. The Si. J.olm Bastion contained a 
party of 20 .Frenchmen and more Sipahis, who rem.fi;|ri 0 d 
sheltered within the work from the fire of the field-pieoe, 
which kept up a continued discharge abng the terreplein of 
the curtain ; -but as soon as Captain Yorke’s Division gained 
the' gorge of the'Bastion, .they came : forward, pourbd; h 
a volley of-musketry upon the pai'ty, which did eonsi- 
deruble execution, and then immediately cried out .. that 
they would svtrremd&r. Notwithstanding this treacherous 
conduct. Captain Yorke ' ger.erously spa’-ed their lives, and 
making them lay down their arms, sent them to the €a-me>- 
Iwh under a small guard, where they also were made oyer to? 
the charge of the 3d Division, from which a reinforceraent 
was brought up and posted in the St John. 

The 2cl .Division now pushed on to gain the 'Ba.s- 

tion. this was held by a party of the same strength as that 
in the St. .loh.i, who w'ere guilty of similar iniquitous, feoii,- 
du^, delivering a volley of niusketry as'tlie party advanooci 
and then iai,mediate]y surrendering. They however met . the 
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liumawe treatmejit, and were in liko' manner sent pii* 
soners, to tbe Gamelion^ from whem^e arK)ih^^ detail of 


AnviL 


^Sipahi^J wftB withdrawn, and with a ftm of the Europeans, 
left to maintain tbe Buteh Ida^ixoii: :Tlio Division 
more-'l on to; the Francois^ ^sitnated at the south-east angle 
of the fort ; but as they proceeded^ they passed a small ex¬ 
pense Magazine situated iinder the ramparts,, w’hon some of 
the party entered, and OFte man crying out a mine,' tlj.e 
•whole division, which had hitherto behaved with such extra¬ 
ordinary coolness and galk:atry, were suddenly : seiajed with 
a* panic, and rushed back in confdsion to 
ii&tty hi spite of tbe exhortations and enlreatieB of the officers. 
Captain ¥orke seisjed the two drummers, and mado them 
beat the Grenadiers march: but. finding all efforts unavails 
ing, ho was obliged to follow the party, v/hom he found in 
the greatest confusion and consternatiGn, some oven propos¬ 
ing to evacuate the fort altogether. Seeing this state of af- 
foirs, Oaptain Yorke immediately rushed to the top of the 
breach, and threatened to kill the first man who should atr 
tempt to descend, and reviling them for their cowardice, 
endeavoured to persuade them to return, pointing out the 
foliy of their alarm. At last some of the men, who had serv¬ 
ed with him in the 39th Regiment, declared themselves 
3’eady to follow him wherever he pleased, and others eaeo 
raged hy their example, did the same : hr then immediately 
advanced with about 40 men, leaving the remainder to follow% 
as thoir officers could collect them and bring them on. 
They now pushed forward rapidly, but these delays had afibnk 
ed lime to the officer in command at the Francoi^Xo make 
arrangements for their reception ; he had brought down a 
gun loaded with grape, and pointed in the direction the; party 
wera moving; they were allowed to approach within a few 
yards, when the piece was fired, and committod sad havoc 
amongst the advance party, billing several and wounding 
sixteen more; Captain Yorke fell severely Avoivnclod with a 
ball through each thigh, and the two drum,rner.s were kUled 
at Ids side . but others of ibo Division coming up, hrou|fht 
off their Captain and wounded comrades, and retreated with 
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them to the Cantelion - the details at the and a?#. 

Bastions, hpwevei’, maintained their ground firroly 
and steadily, waiting the result,—and fortunately the enetny 
. were too much confounded to take advantage of this oclverse 
circumatar'ce. Colonel Forde had in the mean tiins, iwo? 
oeedod with a reinforcement to the Si.John Bastion, where 
he took up his position, receiving reports from, and issuing 
orders to, the several Divisions and details;—hero he colleot- 
ed all the prisoners, and sent them down to the Ditcli, under 
a guard of Sipahis, with orders to fire upon the first man 
thait moved ; but notwithstanding their numbers, they re¬ 
mained perfectly quiet. All this time,, the Rajah's troops 
kept up an incessant fire upon the detached Eavelin, which 
though it did litiile execution, had the good effect of dis¬ 
tracting the attehtioa of the garrison, and detaitiing a 
portion of their force in that outwork, which, would have 
been better employed in the defence of the body of 
■ the place.—Captain Enox> with his party, had also cnli- 
ed off the attention of a considerable 
defenders to the quarter of: his attack ; but finding them 
well prepared, he was unable to cross tlie swamp, and cOuld 
only fire upon the ramparts, and his ammunition now began 
to run low, having been so long engaged. But what served 
most effectually to distract and confuse the gamson, was the 
double attack of the main body, sweeping round the fort in 
ox^posite directions. The leading Division, it has already 
been stated, bad turned to their right after fhe OasvjeffoiV. 
was gained; they proceeded along tire rampart, nod reached 
the gorge of the LiuHo Gate Bastion, whioh was in bad rejiair, 
just as Captain Maclean, with a party of his Battalion, 
•was Bcaiing the rampart from the bermcA The guard of this 
Bastion immediately fled to the next, called the Glmreh 
Yard .Bastion, from which they kept up an irregular and 
hurried fire ;—but as the 1st Division firmly approached, they 
laid down their arms, and asked for quarter, which’/was 
granted, and the prisoners were sent to join the others!''. The 
ndi'th side of the fort being thus cleared, the Division now 
moved down tho western side to the Great Gate Bastion, 
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wfcli^ comu'jauiocteJ witii t!ie detaclied Ravelin ;. undot this 
work wiis the grand parade, which was the usual rendezvouB 
in cases of alarm, and hither most of the officers and meii, 
not otherwise occupied, had assembled to the number of about , ' 

100, ivaiting for orders: as Gap tain Fischer's l)i vision advatic * 
ed, they joined themselves to the Onard of the Bastion, and 
commenced an irregular and ill-directed fire upon the English, 

who moved On steadily imiil they were within a few pace.i 
when they poured irt a destructive volley, and then with a 
rapid charge of bayonets cleared the Bastion ; this was no 
sooner done, than Captain Fischer closed the gate leading to - 

the detached Ravelin, and thus isolated the party employed 
ill the defence of that work and prevented their escape. 

Whilst he was forming his men for a further advahco, Cap¬ 
tain Callender suddenly appearod, no one knew from whenoe, 

and assumed the cornmand ; they then moved on to the next 
Bastion called the Pettah, from which a few dropping shots 
were fired, one of. which killed Captain Callender on the spot, 
and Captain Fischer resumed the command. All oppdsitibn 
appeared now nearly at an end, and a message was received 
from Colonel Forde, ordering a cessation of the attack, ns 
the Marquis do Gonflans had surrendered. That officer 
receiving reports that his principal works bad fallen, both to 
the right and leit, sent an offioei* to Colonel Fordo, ofF6.niVg 
to capitulate on honorable terms. To this thd Ooionel re¬ 
plied that he would allow of no terms bu ta surrender: at 
discretion, and that if the garrison continued to offer resis¬ 
tance, now that the place was taken, he would put the 
whole to the sword. The result was an immediate and imcdn- 
ditional surrender, and a cessation of all firing on both sides. 

The English now collected their prisoners, on the piirade, 
arid leaving 100 Europeans and SOO Sipahis with 2 field- 

pieces to guard them, proceeded to make arrangements fdr 
the safety of their valuable conquest. In the morning, the 
details in the detached Ravelin and in the Battery across 
the inlet were brought in, and the whole were secured ; the 
British, flag was hoisted on the ramparts, and thus lvl'a- 
sulipatam passed under the English rule. Tho number of pri¬ 
soners far oxceoded that of the assailants, amounting to about 
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;-)00 Europeans, of whom lOO belonged to the French, Batta¬ 
lion ; lha reiofliader were Offieers, Agents of the Compfiny, 
or Mei-ehaiits, togetherWith 2,Stir gaflVees, Topasses, and 
Sipahis. Their loss dnr*t,T3g the attack, thongh not especially 
stated, must have been heavy, and some estimate may be form¬ 
ed of it, from the fact that the muster rolls of the previous day,, 
taken in the fort, exliibited 522 .Europeans in Battalion', aotu- 
filly in the garrisoii} gii’inga loss in that Corps of 113 killed,-— 
the wounded beixvg included amongst the prisouors. The loss 
of the assailants was also considerable. Captains GallOnder 
and Molitore, and one liientenant, whose name is not record¬ 
ed, were killed, as also 22 Europeans and fiO Bipahis ; and 
(j^ Europeans and 150 Sipahis were wounded.’*' iho concluet 
of the troops, notwithstanding the one, instance of panii; 
mentioned, was admirable,—"and the Sipahis, both in the real 
and false attacks, emulated the Enropeans in galteatry. The 
llajalv’s troops had also, lost several men from the fire'oi the 
garrison, and appear to have behaved better than was ex¬ 
pected from, them. A largo supply of Military stores wiiS' 
Ibund, in the Fort, iaclnding 120 pieoes of Ordnancev of 
which one was a 82-pounder, and five were 2i-pounders. A 
considerable quantity of merchandme and public property 
was also captured. The private property of the garrison'tvas 
geiieT&usly restored to the owners, with exception >to mer- 
chancli.'ieall the remaining booty was divided,—mne-half 
given to the Army, and the other half reserved, pending the 
decision of Government, as promised by Colonel Fordo. Tlio 
French officers and gentlemen were admitted to their parole, 
and treated with respect and generosity. Lieutenant Thomas 
Hobe rtston obtained the Company vacant by the dentil of Cap¬ 
tain Molitore, and Ensigns John Mathews and Franals Oov.ens, 
the two vacant Lieutenancies :t Captain I,ioutenant Mnc|eari 
and Ensign .Anthony Casteel wore also promoteil foiv. tlm 


» Tliiii account of the storm and ca,j)iiire of the Fort is witeii almost 
tirely from v> •me and CaiahriUgc, both of whom give tUl) detailif', especially tlio 

fiM-mcv. 

A U does not appear that at) y of thnsft rlivec omcers werevitli tltc force; but 
they obtained thidr promotion as, the iic.niors Anny. ICnsigu Mnthtfws waa 

at tilt* time doiii^'good scvicc in Bobor. ■ , ,, 
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rmidtict bu this occasion, tlieir oommissions beavihg dato A. Us,i 7 .v 
one day subsequent to those who were promoted by the 
cnsuaUies.'f' 

When the ^Yhole of the attendant are 

eonsidereci,—the numerical superiority of the euemy,<^thb 
strength of the place, and the disadsrantages under which, 
the English force wRsS laboriag,—-as also the great im¬ 
portance of the cohquestj—few achievements 6b IrKlian record 
can be compared \vith thivS brilliant afFair, which is surely 
deserving of commonfioratioD; and it is to bo,hoped that the 
Corps stili i,n existence, which were employed in that assault, 
may even at; this late date, receive the distinction so justly 
dua, and be permitted to emblazon the word Mmiiliiyatam '* 
upon their colours and appointmonts. Th^se Corps aro the 
Bengal Artiliory, tho 1st Bengal European Fusiliers, atid 
the 1st E 0 glme.nt of Bengal Native Infant^^ 

The apparent impossibility and rashness of such an at* 
tempt wore probably the chief causes of its success, for the gar* 
rison was only waiting the arrival of Salabirt Jung and the 
Army of Observation, to coinmenoe a concerted and pombia* 
od attack upon the English force, which they already looked 
upon as cornpletely in their power, and obnseqnently treated 
all its ejftbrts with perfect contempt. 

Salabut Jung and his advisers were equally surprised and 
vexed when they heard of the fall of Llasulipatam, and their^ 
chagrin was increased by the coimetibn that a little morb 
energy and activity on their part might have prevented it. A 
communication was immediately emtered into with 
Bu Bocher, as to their future proceedings, wdien it was agreed 
to wait the arrival of a reinforcement daily expected from 
Pondicherry, and with that assistance, to attempt the re¬ 
covery of the plaoev Anmideeraj dreading some kieh xnea- 
sure, proposed to return to his own country, and Oolonbl 
Fordo, not sorry to be quit of souseless and contemptible 
an ally, made no objection to hia so (Iqing ; accordingly, 
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ARRIVAL OF A FRfcNOH RETNFORCEMENT 



thR iSth of April ho took li is depavtaro,: and in two forced 

April, jj.jai'cijeg crossed the Gochivery with his whole army.* 

On the l-'ir.h, tvro large vessels were observed standing into 
the roads under French colours, these were the .f/atartoa and 
the Bristol, from Pondicherry, having on board the expected 
reinforcement, consisting of 800 Frenchmen and Topassee, 
and nearly as many Sipahis, under the command of Monsieur 
Moracin. GaptainiSampson, who commanded the//ardwiefei 
-was on shore at the time, supMntending the embarkation of 
the prisoners, of whom 40 were alrrildy on board ; hid 
brother, who was chief mate of the vessel, iinthediaisely weigh'’ 
ed anchor on observing the strange sails, and standing out 
to sea, man.'iged to get to windward of them. Captato 
Sampson, on receiving this information, entered his boat* ac - 
obmpaniod by eight Artillerymen of the force, lent by Coion el 
Forde to aid in working the guns, and speedily gpt on board 
his ship ; being to windward of the enemy, ho determined to 
try their metal bi^fore leaving them masters of the field ; he 
lay to until they approached and exchanged a few bioad- 
sides, when finding that they were too strong to leave him a 
chance, he again hauled to the wind, and ■working his ship 
with great dexterity, was soon out of reach, and the folldwing 
morning bore away for Bengal, bringing the prisoners and 
the'news of Colonel Forde's successes. The two French 
vehsels sent a catamaran with letters on shore, which were 
immediately seized, but receiving no answer, they suspected 
what had occurred, and the following morning made sail to 
the northward, proceeding to Ganjarn, which place lliey reach” 
ed five days after. 

■ Salabnt Jung had arrived with his whole force within 15 

miles of Masulipatam, and learning that the French vessela 
bad appeared in the road.s, he sent forward a large body : of 
Mahratta Horse, which he had taken into service, to facilitate 
the landing of the expected reinforcement. Colonel Forde, 
lea'ving & sufficient guard over the prisoners, boldly moved 
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the fort and took np his old position on the sand *• I> mi} 

> ■ ' MuY ’ 

bills, wlijcb served to keep the Mabrattas at a respectful disr 

taoce ; they remained in the neighbourhood, huwovcry for 
two or threo days, in expectation of the return of the French 
ships, and burned and destroyed ali around bjjfore retiring.’*^ 

Salabnt Jung, losing all hopes of the reinforcement, and 
coivvincod. of the impossibility of retaking Masullpatam, now 
offered to treat ia earnest^ and at his request, Colonel Fords 
proceeded to his Camp to arrange terms,“--where he was re¬ 
ceived with great attention and respect Independent of 
the hopelessness of success, Salabut Juiig had another and 
more important motive for desiring to conclude terms without 
delay ; his brother Nizam AUee bad assembled a large force at 
Hyderabad, and was preparing to make ao effort to obtain the 
Soobahdaree. Any furtbe.v assistance from the French was now 
out of the <p,iestion, and the Nizam s object was to obtain 
the aid of the English, or at any rate to s^'icure their not act¬ 
ing against hia>. A treaty was accordingly c|.rawn out and 
signed on the 12tb May, the advantages of which were; entirely 
in favour of the British; territory extending 80 miles 
along the coast and 20 miles inland, afforditig an annual reve¬ 
nue of four lakhs of rupees, was oeded*to them,—the French 
troops Nvere ,to be compelled to cross the Kistnab, no longer 
to be entertained in the Nizam’s service, and not to be allowed 
to settle in the province. Anundeeraj was not to be molested, 
and each party was bound not to support the enemies of 
the other.f 

As soon as this treaty was concluded, Svdabut Jung earnestly 
endeavored to persuade dolonel Fordo to aid him with a 
part of the force against his brother Nizam Allee, a request 
which tlio Oolouel meit by claiming his assistance to follow 
up and .destroy the French detachment under Monsieur 
JDu Kocher. Neither party w'as inclined to comply with the 
request of the o0ier, and on the 18th, Salabut Jung com- 
menced his inarch to Hyderabad, in great disgust with the 
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iinglish, to whom lie had accotded the most importajvi' 
advantages, without obtaining ajpiy reciprocal beiv^fit.^ 

Colonel sent for the treasure deposited at Koh 

aiMU'a;, which, him to pay the troops/and with^ to 

booty obtained in the assault, put thorn into good humour 
again. The Madras Prosiclency assumed the diroctioxi of to 
newly acquired province, and restored the factory at Masulh 
pahw, which they placed under Uie charge of Mr Andrews. 
They also directed Colonel Tordo to proceed to Mad^s with 
the European portion of the force under his cornmaDd, to aid 
in the contemplated hostilities against the TT’enob ; but that 
oflScei had received peremptory orders from Oolbuel Glive> 
v/hb: had anticipated that such a requisition would be made, 
not to conapiyi as thostate of afiairs in Bengal rendered it absof 
lately neoeBsary that the troops should be at hand to return 
tote whan required. The G olonel, however, sent the rem¬ 
nant of the Madras Sipahis who bad come round Nyith CoIonei 
Clive in 1750, and who wore deBirous of returning to their 
3io.mes ; these were now reduced to between 4 and 500 men. 
Their absence .was, however, in some measure, compensated by 
the ,enlistment of about 50 Europeans from amongst the 
Erenoh prisoners ; birt whether jErom excess, or the efiec ts of 
climate, considerable mortality occurred eimongst the Battalion 
during to ensuing rainy season,t 

In the mean time. Monsieur Moracin with his detachment 
was not idle ; they had arrived at Ganjam on the ;5>gd April, 
as already stated. Here the French had for a long period main- 
tainecl a snmll branch factory, and M, Moracio/acquainted 
with the politics of the country, endeavored to form a league 
with Narain Deo, the Rajah of the district, whose residehce 
was at Mohurroo, about 30 miles from Ganjam and 
the coast. This Chief had an hereditary feud with Anundberaj, 
taking advantage of which, M. Moracin proposed that tbef 
should unite their forces and march against Yizagapatam and 
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OPERATXONS Of Ti-IK FRENCH PRTACHxMENT. 24p‘ 

fTgaram, that tUoy should tben prooeod and join SalahuL A 
dung and M, Du Rooli€i\ and endeavor to retake Masalipar 
taTn,‘*^sucoeeding in which, Narain Deo shoiild be placed in , 
possos^ioB of all the districta and advantages held by Anuniee- 
raj, Narain Deo agreed to tliese terma, determining to carry 
out so much of the plan as suited his own conYmiiience > he 
having no reason to regard the French,—under whose authori¬ 
ty, during Monsieur Bussy’s Government of the province, 
he had greatly suffered,~witli any degree of good will. 

The French detachment having expected to land at Masu- 
lipatam, where stores of all sorts were abundant^ had come 
unprovided with camp equipage and other equipments neces¬ 
sary for a campaign ; their stock of money was very limited^ 
and they were soon reduced to great distress for want of 
provisions and stores. In the detachment were 48 English 
soldiers, who having been taken prisoners on the coast, had 
entered tho French service: 80 of these men deserted with^ 
in a few days of their arrival, and after encountering great 
difficulties and privations, reached Kuttack in the middlo of 
May, from whence Mr. Gray, the Compaiiy’S agent there, 
sent them to Calcutta. Seven more arrived in June, tog,ythei: 
with sey^ral other deserters of various nations.'^ 

In the beginning of Jul 3 % Monsieur Moracin commonoecl 
his march, accompanied by Narain Deo, but the B'l’onoh 
troops were compelled to plunder the villages they passed, in 
order to obtain subsisteuoe; this created a strong leeltng 
against them in the country^ as also on the part of the 
R-yah, and a fray occurring in the small town of Bur- 
rarnpore, about six miles from Narain Deo’s capital, in 
’which , lives were lost on both sides,—Lkat Chief with¬ 
drew^ with his force, and calling upon all tho neig'nbouring 
5:emindars for assistance, prepared to attack the Frencli 
detachment, which was now compelled to return to Gan- 
jam ; but on the retreat, an action took place with Narain 
Dco's troops, in vvbiciv the latter w*ere speedily routed, their 
numbers being of little avail against Eufopean disci¬ 
pline. Monsieur Moracin now took post about B miles from 
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Ganjam, at Marniakottab, in the noighbonrhood of wbicb 
eivpplios both of oaUle and grain were abundant; here be re- 
oommenoed a nogociation with Narain Bepr-^in ifurtberance 
of which a French officer nainetl Barven, accompanied by 40 
Eur^eana and the same number of ^ipahis, was seat , to con' 
elude terms; on their return, this party was treacherously at- 
tackod, and all the Europeans slain, except three. Monsieur 
Moracin immediatedy raturnod to Ganjam, and threw up works 
i:onnd the factory for the defence of the troops and establish- 
laent, which Narain Deo and his allies speedily invested. Of 
the two vessels which had brought the detachment to Ganjam, 
the had been dispatched to Arrakan for provisions, 

and the Bmlol -wan driven ashore in a gale. On , the stocks,, 
however, was a large awo?<’, and several small vessels were in 
the river belonging to the factory ; in these it was determined 
to embark and proceed to Pondicherry when the NGrthern 
monsoon should set in, and the English squadron should have 
quitted the coast. In the mean time Narain Beo had written 
to Colonel Clive soon after the commencomeut of hostilities, 
requesting assistance, with which hektated that the Fronoh 
force might easily be destroyed or captured,-—a statement 
which was confirmed by the reports of the deserters who 
had arrived. The stato, of affairs in Bengal at the time 
precluded the possibility of sending any large reinforcement, 
the tioops available being insufficient for the duties of the 
Presidency ; but it was not considered politic to negloev 
this opportunity altogether. Accordingly, Colonel Clive die- 
patched Captain Sampson with his ship the JTartfwfcfe,, the 
crew of which was completed from the other vessels iivthe 
river to 100 men, and vvell supplied with arms ; on board 
of this vessel were also embarked 30 ^irtillerymon and 30 
of the European Battalion, each detail under a Subaltern 
officei> This vessel left Calcutta on the 30th of Septem¬ 
ber and entered the roads nt Ganjam on the 7th of October, 
under Butch colours. Two French offieors came bn board to 
learn the news and were immediately iiade prisoners. Cap- 
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^aiwpson now wont on shore under a passport from Mon- 
sieur Moraoitt, to whom henaagnifiod the strorigth of the lofco 
he h^d te and recommended him to avoid iitinc?ceesary 

bloodshed by a suvrendei'; but Motisiedr Moracin ; 

better hifdrmed da these pointy, ’was not to be so easily en- ; 

trapped. Captain ISampsoti then sent mevssengers and letters • 

to Naraiu Deo, proposing a oonjoint operation ; hut that ehief , 
whb had in Uve a fresh ‘ 

the'Freneli that hostilities should cease on both skksy an 
who knew that they would shortly leave tlie coast, was not in- 
tdihed to revive the war; he/however, made abundance of 
promises j-^-but Captain Sampson seeing oloarly tliat hotlrhig 
was #be done, set sail on the 20th of October, and reumnedi 


In the beginning of , N Monsieur Mofacm em 

barked with 40 Europeans in a small sloop, and proeoeded 
to ICokaUvara, where/ as also at Yanam, close by, the;' Erench 
prisoners taken at,Masulipatani, and who had been aclmitfced 
to parole, hvero residing, waiting for an opportunity to return 
to Eoudicherry. From them he learned that the neighbouring 
districts south of the Godavery wore under the goyernment of 
Jaggapetteeraj, a relative of: Anundeeraj, between whom there 
was a feiuh~the former having espoused the side of thh French 
wdxen the latter attached himself to the English cause; Mon¬ 
sieur Moracin now endeavored to enter into an alliance with 
this chief/ mentioning the expected arrival of the remainder 
of his detachment from Gary am, and promising farther reim 
forcementa from Pondicherry ; the Eajali received tl>e pro¬ 
posal faYofably, but rendered ho. assistanco to the French 
detaohmept, who, from want of provisions, were driven to 
their usual course of violence, and nearly the wdiole party 
were either made prisoners by the neighbouring ^semineJars, 
or deserted and took service with them. Monsievir Moracin 
in this distress re-ombarked with the five or six men renudn ' 
ing, on the 10th a few days reached 
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^9. rontlich^rrv. Tjie coarviaricl of tluvdetacbmeiii; remain 

Ganjiuu had devolved on the Chevalier Poote, and now eon-"'' 
^ j&isted of about 250 Europeans and Topassos and 100 Sipahis ; 
they iittod up tho Srww with the stores of the 
embarhing in her and two small sloops^ abandoned Granj$m 
entirely, and arrived at Kokanara on the 19th of December; 
hero the Chevalier sent a party of 50 Europeans and tho 
vYholo of the Sipahis on shore, to try the iticlinations of Jag- 
gapettoeraj :—the same day tho two sloops were driven oh 
sh.oro by a gale and destroyed.^' 

At Masulipatam, the English troops had j’emained quiet 
daring the rains, and had received orders to return to Bengal 
; as soon as circumstances would permitthey wore dit^eted 
to march along the coast and endeavor to destroy the 
party under Slonsieur Moz’aciov eithor at Gaiyam or wherever 
they could fall in with them; but owing to the,state of the 
roads and^ rivers, they were unable to move until 
beginning of November. Colonel -Forde>—whose appoiul:- 
naent to the command of the Company's troops it> Bengal 
had not been approved of at home,—embarked for Gal- 
cuttft in October, accompanied by Captain Knox,t leaving 
the command of the force to Captain Fiaoher, the senior 
officer present Tho strength of the detachment wna now 
reduced to about 800 Europeans and 800 Sipahia. 
marched by the route they had advanced in the 
ing year,—the Godavery and other streams being still dioo 
awolleu near their mouths to admit of the shorter route by 
the sea coast being adopted. On reaching P%ajahmundree, 
tlrey received intelligence that the French detachment imdet 
Chevalier Poete had arrived at Kokanara. 

Animdeeraj and Jaggapotteeraj had each assembled theii: 
forces on their respective frontiers, and were carrying on 
hosliiities after their own fashion; as the latter had tho 
promise of French support, the former applied for assistance 
to Ins old allies the English ; but Captain Fischer, reconi- 
niending Anundeeraj's officers to acton the''»:defensive, pro- 
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himself with all praoticable expedition to Kokauara. A. D, 

Tho Chevalier PDete ha;d, strange to say, landerl no moro'^oS : 

the (ktachment thmi the 56 Europeans and Sipahis al¬ 
ready inenfcionerl^ amd these wore encamped at a village iriand, 
aboiit two miles distant from the Dutch fort and factory As 
Captaiti If'ischer approached the place on the 27tli of Decent 
her, he sent forward Captain Yorke with the Europeaii <3“reila« 
diers and the 1st BafctaUori of Sipahi% to prevent the embarka- 
tiot. of this party, Xhe Freooh heard that a party of English 
were ad\ap 0 ing, biU/had no certahi iatelligcrioe of their 
and waited until they Could distinguish the'number of 
Yorke s detaolnnent; that officer, as he drew xieai% sent tho 
Sipfillis round to oiKleavonr to gain the enemy *8 flank, and 
advanced himself with the Orenadiers ; the French remained 
to give om round of muskeky, and then fled as fast as they 
■ could, to gain the Dutch fort, inlo which they were immedi¬ 
ately received; Oaptain Yorke now invested the place, tlie do- 
i^moes of which were very slight^ and Captain Fischer arriving 
m the evening, with the main bod)', demanded the surrender 
of the French party,—threatening to storm the fort if they 
were not given up. The next day, the 28th, this demand 
was complied with, imcler a formal protest, and the whole 
party were made prisoners/^' On the 26th, the Chevalier 
Poete sailed with the remnant of his force for Pondiv, 
cherry, whore he arrived after a most disastrous passageand 
thus terminated the French efforts in that direction. 

Captain Fiseher, with his detachment, now marched to Yf-, 
■?;agapatam, which he reached on the i 6 th of Janunry 1700;' A 
few days after, the Europeans; botli Infantry and Artillery, wer*) 
embarked on two Ihiglish vessels,Avhicb they found waiting in 
the roads, and sailed for Bengal, where they arrived in the etid * 
of the month. The two BaUalions of Sipahis, iiucler tho 
comtnancl‘of Captain MacLean, continiied their route by bm(h 
marching via Ganjarn and'Kuttack, and arrived in Bongal 
m the month of March 1760. 

Thus terminiued this^ expedition, during which 

. .. —-—-- 
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.f^'tl-oops obtained all the objects contemplated^ 
the slttention and means of the French from the progecution 
df the war at Madras, f ai-ued one glorious and complete vio* 
tori ih the field, took one of the strongest forts in that pirt 
of India, captfe of >200 pieces of cannon, acquired 

a most valuable and extensive tract for the Company, drove 
the Frencli oompietely out of the Northern Provinces, and 
destroved their influence at the Court of the Nizam,-~"and all 

this, in iho face of a superior force of regular troops, and in 
i of difficulties and Obstacles of the most serious nature. 

Viewed under alhithe circumstances attending it, atidi the 
results obtained, this may be : considered one of the most 
BU'-cessful and important expeditions ever undertaken bjr this 
■/Army, although the details have, beenislightly passed over by 

hist’orians generally. ^ o. •, • 

It is now necessary to return to the state of afians in 
Behtul, from the date of the departure of Golonol P’orde's 

expedition in October IT'tiB. j. i v 

Notwithstanding the paucity of the force left there, h has 
boon shown that Colonel Clive spared no exertions to aid the 
Madras Presidency,not only in sending on the two OoinpameR 
of H. M.’s 84th liegimeut, which had arrived in the Warren, 
but also a portion of tho recruits received during the season 

for this Presidency. , 

iPie following rotnrn of the 6th February 1759,* exhibits 
; thd effieoave strength of the European FOree in Bengal at this 


S/aie of the European E'orce in Benffal, %th teh, 1769. 
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to 'ihis'fo wlifoh was,; however, ootisiderably 
; inci'Cascfi by r,rrivals from Englanci darin the month, there 
were- two woil organiised Ikifctafloris of Sipah about this 

time ariother Corps was raised, w'iueln became the 
lion, a number it warn not long destined to reuin, —asit-was 
annihilated four yeai’s Btibseqt.iently. The : 0 Qinmand of . thio 
C^orps w'as giYcn at, or soon after its formation, to Eient. Georfpe 
■ Wilson, . whoso name it retainecl duri-ng tho short period of i::y^ 

Homo months were |jassod in organ and improviog 
Idje rorco, and superinteoding A ereoti(,)jn of the worlcs of 
the new Fort, lu: thp beginning of the year 1759, iiUelligenoo 
was received of the ^g^beriag, of a storm to the North*:; 
ward, wl\ieh threstM and the Moorid'Kdabad 

' I)arl)ar into a state of extreme al^ and required all the 
energy ancl ability of Gcdonql Oftve fo meet and counteract. 

The authority of the limperoi of Hmdostan bad been ra¬ 
pidly declining since the death of Aurimgzebe, the seeds of 
decay having been sown during fhe lifetime of tlut bigotted 
though able monaroli, A continually contested auccussioo, 
Hfi<iieries of civil wars, tl'ie revolt and dimmmberment of th'.^ 
more distant proyiaces, they,of Nadir Sijfib., 
the constant and harassing ftn of Ahmed, Siijih , Ab* 

tiallec, and finally tlm groAvihg power arhl exconquests 
of the Maln/attas, E mperor to a mere shadow 

of bis foraer position, little being bft save the name of that 
once dreaded authority,►^■wliich wa)S freely used by whatever 
power was uppermost, ^n'eu to its own dostructmm Allum' 

, Glieei" Sanee, ortho Second, now occupied the pageant, thro no 
of l)elhi, and a mere fcoof in the hands of hi.s ;ninistor 
Ghdzee^-oo-deen Khan, generally entitled Onjaid-ool'Mcolkl’ 
giandson of the cel el'rated dlie Monarch/s . 

eldest son Allee Gohur, better k,n:Owa as Shah AUum, by which.,; 
title he bub^equenUy ascended the tbroftc, impacient: of ire 
control in which hi;^ father and family were retained by ihai 
powerful atul unBcnipuious Aijnifeter, contrived to .umke bis 


. , * a he e>ia^t date of the raising of this Corps lo n-jt, fo he ti aetnf, but li 
; to liave been formed, eiihev at Ibt? ouilof 1706, ot very eaily iu 'l705>» 








THE SHAH iSAB'AH .INVADES, BEHAKs 


i, V>Sji3S|te';e9eapa from, Delhi, .and flyiag iato .BobillaindV raiaoci, his^ 
.standard and l>egaU:,t,pqolleeta party, to which maay.adven- 
tav'.ers thronged, allured in a great iiioasine by the reptitatipp 
#Aliee Morad Khdn, whom he had appointed his minister. 

. , Several Chiefs were inclined to support his cause, and it 

w'e'-f considered advisable as a primary step, to take posaessior* 

of the proviuces of Bengal and Bahar, which it was supposed, 

after the recent revolution, and the insecure positioa,of Meer 
daffier EUdu, would prove an easy and profitable con''* 
(^uWt. Of those who cast an eye upon this acquisition, the 
i ■. foremost was Mahpmmud Khoolee Khan, the Nawaub of 

Allahabad, to whicli he was greatly instigated by Bulwunt 
, Singh, the .Eajah o.f Benares, and, Sunder Singh and .Pulhwan 

A . ■ Sing, two powerful Zeroiadars occupying the southern and 

eastern portions of Bchar and the Hilly districts in that, 

direction, together with Kamghar Khdu, the Nawaub oflip^ 

■ perah,—all of wfaom had their private interesla to serve in 

proposing and ascisting in this expedition, Sboojah-Go- 
■. . dowlah, the Nawaub of Oude, also encouraged the, measure, 

i bat took no prominent part in tho arrangements, his ohjeet 

being a double one, to avail himself of any advantages to bo 
gained in Behar or Bengal, and to take the occasion of the 
absence of his isinsman, Mabommud Khoolea Khan, from bis 
Government, to seize upon the Fort of Allahabad, which had 
; long been an object of his desire. With such sapport* .the 

, Shah Zndah moved into the Doab in the beginning of tbe year 

and made his preparations for advancing upon Patna. 

« The rumour,of these proceedings reached Moorsbedabad 

'. in an exaggerated shape, and excited the greatest consterna¬ 

tion , fears were entertained of the fidelity of Ifejah lam, 
' ' N arain, and yet even in th e midst of these dan gers tb e scheme 

■ ' for his removal was revived. The Nawairb’s own troops, who 

. were ip arrears, and had beon suffering, under a series of 

exactionsitid injustice, broke out.into a state of mutiny and 
refused to march, unless Colonel Glive would interfere and 
guarantee them redress and regular payment. Tbe folly of 
Mcer Jafiicr Khan and the excesses of his son had emptied the 
treasury, and the Juggut Seths, probably in expectation bf a 
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tiiflHipon tbeir Aaan<.*eB, depiU'toJ upoa a pilgviiaago to ritra-^- 
njiilj; a report was spread tb^it they ware in communicatiou 
with the Briiah Zadah.. upon wblidi Meer Klian sent to 

Btpp and bring them back,—bat such was tho influence ef 
their w.'altli, tluU they proocoded in detiaace of the Xawuab’s 
orders", escorted ])y his own iraopSi whose arrears they paid 
and whose officora vfere all in their interests. Oppressed 
by his fears, Meor Jafliei: IChan now applied for assistance to 
the Mahrattas, and oven meditated buying off the projected 
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could bo raised, to the Shah ZadaU and supporters,,—and 

finally, in Iris despair, threw Ihtnaelf upon the English, 
ttga'nst whose power and iufliieuce he had so lately boon 
intriguing, looking to them now as the only {pun'ter from 
which any real assistance could be expected. • ., 

-fOolonel Olive, whcao inisight into the native character.and' 
policy, soon convinced him of the uncortaiii nature of tho 3hab 
Zadith’s .support,—composed as it was of such heterogeneous 
n,uUorials, efi.ch influenced by individual and jarring interests,— 
saw that the danger would ho most easily overcome by boldly 
joeeting it, and announced his readinoss to march, at once to 
i'atna with, his whole .force, in su[)port of the Huw<wb’a army, 
fiepvointed out the rnadnessj of forcing : Ram .Naivun to join 
the opposite.^ the .exhibition of any suspicious or 

hostile intoutions ; he expressed his own conviction of that 
Governor’s .good faith, and wrote to .him promising to .march 
speedily to his asisistance, enoouraging him in the line of 
duty and fidelity ;■ lie also interfered to bring ihe N.awaub’s 
troops into order, obtained payment of their arroavs, and 
promises of better treatment for the futureabove all, he 
strongly resisted every idea, of buying off tlie invasion, 
pointing out dial such'a course would not only lead to a 
speedy renewal I'of .the same .measure, but woiihi hold out a 
premium to invasion by any power who could get togethtsr.ri' 
S^nffieient body of troops. ’ ‘ 

' Before commemung his march, the Shah Zadah had written 
to Colonel Clive, requesting has aid and assistance as an 
Jmrah of the Empire, not .only in. the meditated expedkion. 
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Aghinst Meer JoiSer Khan, but in extend¬ 

ed moasut’es for the restoration of the Imperial power, bolding 
out at the eaiue time the .most liberal terms and 'promieee 
both to the Colonel individually and tho English nation 
generally. 

To these Colonel GUve x'^eplied in a decided but rospebtfitl 
manner, that as an Omrali of tho Empire he was bound to 
exert iTimself to suppress any rebellion, and that the Prince 
must be , aware that h© .himselfwas acting in opposition 
to the orders of, and in hostility to, his father thd Elm" 
perori and that, putting this aside, it was not the custohi 
of the English to prove faithless to those with wliOin 
they had entered into terms of alliance, as in the caM 
of the Nrtwaub of Bengal; he therefore state;d franklyf 
that ha would oxert himself to tho i^triiost, to bpposa the 
invasion, and requested that no farther commiinibations miglit 
he "made to .him. Aware of the fears and jealousia^ of Meer 
J&ffier Kh4n, }u5 immediately laid before him the whole of this 
correspondence.^ 

Letters wore also received from the nnfortitnate Emperor, 
solicitfUg 'the assistance of the Nawaub and Golone.1 Clivb 
againsthis misguided and rebellious son ;"' these were of 
course, written under the direction of the Minister Omaid-ool* 
Moolk, who accompanied them by stronger missives in his 
own name but whatever might have been the feeh'ngs of tho 
.Emperor towards his son, his orders were positive and 
authoritative, and removed all appearance of rebellion on the 
part of the Nawaub and the English, who in the course they 
adopted on this occasion, were acting only in obedience to 
orders, and upholding the (nominal) Imperial auihdTity.f 
On Colonel Olive's refusal qf assistance, the Prince made 
overtures to Monsieur Law, who was then at Chatterppi^e 
with h^s detachment, having taken service witli the Rajah of 


JBundelkund. 

On the 25ih of Februarv 17 


59, the English itroops marched 
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CcTloulta,, and roachod M(3or8hedabad • in tb'e ^begui- 
ing of the ensuing month; the force amounted to about 450 
.Kuropeans, iacluding Ai'lillevy, with 500 Sipabis/^ compos¬ 
ing the ^rd cud Tdi: BattalionSj which had hitvdy been couBh 
' derabi]^ augfuented, arid apparently from the stTengtb, a' 
portion of the 5th Ihittalion,—the rf3)i)iundor ' of tinafe Corps 
being loft in Bengal, together with a detail of Artillery, and 
the sick and least eliectivo rev.Tuit8 Prthe European Battalion , 
Thi8 small force, supported by tbo Militia and Voliint'^'Crs. 
afforded the only defence of the Ihveeklency during the absence 
of the main-body ;—a bold risk, considering it W(is a time of 
'War and enemies all round. At .Moorsbedabad, tbo Colonel 
arranged ma.tters for future proceedings with the iMawaub, to 
■ whom he spoke freely and seriously regarding tbo.misriuvaage- 
. ^Tiont and evils of his administration. 

■ Mecr Jafiier K.h4n remained at Moorshe<labacl, but tbo great-' 
or part of his army marched with Colonel Clive on the ItUh 
of March, under tlio command of’ Meerno, who was generally 
designated by the EngUvsh as the Chota Nawaub; intel-, 
ligerico had in the mean time .. been received tluit tho 
, fSKah Zadali. had crossed the Karramrmssa Avith his whole 
ibroo, and was advancing upon Patna. Some delay oocuv^ 

, ed on the road, owing to an attempt on the paid; of 
Me^-run 4o ollain possession of tho person of Kudcliim 
Hoosein, tlm Nawaub of Punieah, to whom ho had now 
taken a violent dislike, and whom ho was desirous to removo 
from Ills (3-ovornmout. He summoned that chief to meet 
him on tho road:—hut knowing the treacherous and 
unsorupuious character he . had to deal with;, and aware of tho 
feeling tJiat e^cisted against him, Kudd\ivn Hoosoin refused 
come, except under a guaravtj^o of personnl safety from 
Colonel Clive. Receiving tins, ho arrived ou tho opposite 
side of tho Gauges, and a meeting took place in boats in the 
middle of the river, when Colonel Clivo raarniged to arrange, 
matters satisfatloiily^ at. least, for a limo; On arrival at 
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RAJAH RAM NAKAtN S lOONDUCT. tCHAR 



W. Shahy.bac], a report reached Camp that Rajah Earn Namin 
had goD 0 over to the etiomy, which was so circuixistaatittlly de¬ 
tailed and strongly corroborated, as even to stagger the faith of 
Colonel Clive, who immediately wrote to the Eajah, np-* 
braiding him for his conduct, pointing out bis folly, M 
exhorting him to retmti to his duty ; to tbis^ a 
promptly received from Ram Narain, explaining 
circumstances, exoiilpatlng himself, and aBnoiincing his 
iutemtion of holding out at Fatrm to the last extremity in the 
expectation of speedy relief ^' 

Tiio fact was that Kam Kamin, though an able man, 
possessed but little physical courage, and the approach of the 
Shah Zadah with a force numerically formidfilble, and which 
it was generally expected would be joined by Monsieur r%v 
with his party of Frenohmoo, greatly alamed him for his 
own safety and position,“and not altogether without cause. 
Xho city of Patua was not a defensible place, and the 
works far too extensive for his means; the ibree at his com* 
mand was smaU and not very efficient, and the only troops 
on whom any dependence could be placed were a few indepen¬ 
dent Gotiipanies of Sipahis, under the command of Europeau 
Sergeants, maintained for the defence of the EngliBh fac¬ 
tory ; but wliat was most important, no intelligence had 
been received of any arrangement or movements for ids 
support, on the part either of the Nawaub or the English. 
In this dilemma he applied for advice to Mr Ainyatt, the 
chief of the English factory at Patna, stating his indi¬ 
vidual inability to cope with the Shah Zaxkh's Army. Mr. 
Amyatt frankly told him, ** that as to himself, if assistance 
arrived he would icmain at Patna, but if not, on tbo near 
approach of the enemy, he^ould retire some days journey 
towards Bengal, and await the orders of Council or the 
‘^contingency of events; that as for Ram Narain, he ought 
■'' to try and amuso the enemy as long as ho could, until orders 
'■' or assistance arrived from the Nawaub; but in the event of 
being iiard pushed, he should act as he found in oat to his 
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Proce 0 :(iiii,j on this advice, Ram Narairi A. p. | 


pitched liis camp to the south of the city, in a centrical si- 


iiuatioii, ;,io as to bO' eynally ready to joia the Navvaul)'KS.force or 
the Shah Zadah, according to >;ii;cumstance.^o Ho wrote to-tie 
, Nawanb and Colonel •Clive, that he only wailed the arrivai ot 
reiaforceinents,—which lie urgently solicited,—to give the 
■oueiny hattio, being unable to cope wii:b tJnera ■ singledia^ided, 
and At the same time he sent oiosaengbiB to the 8hah Zadah, 


expressing his good will niKi regard to that .Prince. 

When it was known that the Shah Zadah had positively 
crossed the Karamnassn, Mr., Amyatt with the Qthur gentlemen, 
of the lactory, embarked on hoard theh: boats, and |>roceed^d 
Aome 50 or dO miles down tlie rivej'; upon which Ram 
instigated h\ his own fears,and the councils of moH 
of those alanrc hhi^r,deteriranf3d on visitlivg tho camp of the 
Pi'ince, where lie was received with markacl respoci:, and 
.having proffered Ins submission and obedie,r;cG,was iMvested 
vvitir a kholut., and oonfh'iued in the GoM'rnment ot' Bebar. 
JTis uaturtd shrewdness and observatiou, .howc\’civ Koo.n 
convinced iiuri that the power of the Sha’.; Zadah had boeu 
over-estimated, ho quickly detected tho holiow fideiity and 
jntovBHtod motives of those abmrt tho Prince, and saw' by 
Imw sklghtmp bond fmey were held together ; he ahso felt 
convinced that, amongst the luing;i'y claimants ibr lhePtv:va.‘ 


,favours and rewards, his own chance would be a poo.v .one, even 
were ihe Frinco successful. He, accordingly made up his mind 


as 


,,to the course to be pursuml, and .bent his \\dn:.>le ivv 


to gain time by every artifice, aiul to delay tiie Prince's 


march. ITo romaiDsd in Mic camp for sotuo days with this 
view, and at last returned to Patna, uomiuaily to prepajc 
foi the Prince A reception, but in reality to arrange for ilio 
defence of the place; here he managed to create further 
delays, even after tlie Anny had encamped in front of th© ,eit 3 o 


ol the festival of the Now Ror, 
Prinov; s camp witii all the pomp 

which wm 
and diap' 
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l3&fcniiistoi’6cl. At wliexi liis duplicity could bo longer be 


IcatA: 


and eolonel Clive, lie threw oif tlie mafjk, opeuly bid deliaBce 
to the enemy, and prepared for immediate and active deforce 
Hostilities commenced on the 2Bd of Marob, 'when the enemy 
made a general but rash attack, and were repulsod with con* 
siderablc loss ; this induced them to adopt a more oautious 
mode of proceeding, and they commenced the siege of the 
plaoo in term, according to the native custom, keeping up a 
cannonade firom several heavy inefHcienfc pieces of artillery, 
and pushing forward gallories with the intent to mine the 
walls. In this they so far succeeded as to underminG one of 
the bastions or towers, called i\\^ Mehdeegunge, on th(3 4th of 
April, when a desperate assault was made. The bosiegod 
deiended themselves gallantly, and the factory Companies of 
Sipahis, who had been left to aid the garrison, hastened to 
the breach and particularly distinguished themselves ; the 
enemy however pressed on with great courage and increased 
numbers, but were so warmly received by the steady fire of the 
Sipahis, and so antioyod by powder bags, shells, and boiling 
pilch thrown downupon them, that they were finally compcli* 
c'd to retreat with heavy loss. ^ The position of the defenders, 
Jxowever, was a very precarious one, they had also sufieretl 
considerably in the assault, the w^alls had been broached in 
several places, and had another attack been made, it would in 
all probability have been successfal ; but on the 5th of April, 
a reinforcement arrived, consisting of a detachment of 
English Sipahis commanded by Ensign John Matthews, 
a young officer of fprec-t intelligence and ability, whom Colo* 
nel Olive, on learning the danger of the city, had sent fhr* 
ward by forced marches to ^its relief.t 
The Army of the Shah Zadah now raised the siege; and com* 
inenced their retreat : on the first march, they were joined by 
Monsieur Law with his force, who had hastened fronrOhatter* 
pore on receiving the Prince's invitation ; he urged them to 
return, and engaged to carry the place in an hour, if eupport- 
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)ut MaJhomiTifd Khoolee Khfo liad just recoiv^^^ intelli 
gmoo th'dt SliQojali-oo*Do Ah hact phtained 'possession of his' 
Fort of Allahahad, and was in consequence bent on ah imme*' 
cliato, return. The whole force broke up and dispersed in. 
(liffexent cliroctions ; Kamghar Khan and IHdhw^in Siiigii 
tuDiocl to their own districts ; Sunder Singh had boon assas * 
sinatdd at the cornaiencement of the campaign by one of his 
own officers: Mahommod Khooloe Kh&n .hastened towa^d^Jt 
Allahabad^ but was attacked on the way and made ppsoner 
by Bulwunt Singh, under the orders of Shooj,ah-pO“f)ovvlah. 
by 'whom ho was ultimately put to death. The unfortunate, 
Erinca, accompanied by M!onsieiir Law, remainod in tlio 
neighbourhood for a few days, and after writing a most hujur 
bio letter to Ooloabl. Olive, anaounoing his utter destitution, 
atAd praying for some pecimiary assistance to enable him to 



A. B. imo, 


ejElbct his retreat, received a presout of five bundrod gold 


rnohurs, and took his departure with the French party for 
Chatterpore, where he sought refuge with the Eajah of Baa* 
delkimd. Colonel Oliva with his whole force, accompanied by 
the Nawauljs army under M^eerun,, reached Eatna on the 8t% 
aBd^mmediately set to work to repair the defences of the city, 
and bring matters once more into order. In a few days, after 
the necessary arrangements had been made, he marched 
with the English force and a portion of the Nawaub’s 


army, inclading; the whole of the 


to; the banks 

of the Karamnassa, to clear that part of the covmtry frooi 
detached parties of the enemy, whioh were still wander - 


those 


ing about, subsisting by plunder. Having reduoed 
districts to order, he moved towards the Southern hill dis¬ 
tricts, where Pulh wan Singh and some other Zeanindars wore 
stilUn arms, and having brought them into a state of sub¬ 
jection, partly by intimidation, and partly by negociation, 
he returned to Eatna in 4he end of April Here he reoeived 
letters from the Emperot of Delhi and his minister, thavVk' 
ing him for the part he had taken in suppressing the rebel- 


lion of the Sliah Zadah.'.* 



^ AftlccUUj Vol. J, PI?. 430*1. 









Kh^n, on receivingintelligence ihatiiJam Narsin 
had g6m' over b the Prince, hacl marched with all the re- 
Biaihing troops at his disposal, to reinforce bis son and tlie 
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Colonel, and had actually proceeded as far as Bajrjalval, when 
he heard of the safety of Patna and the dissolution of the 
Prince’s Army. His gratitude to Colonel Clivefor'his odn- 
chiot on this occasion was unbounded, and for the time pro-" 
bably sincere ; in the first impulse of this feeling, he conferred 
upon him, as a personal Jagheer, the Zemindaree Of tbiT 
whole of the districts south of Oalciitta, then rented by the 
vCoUrpany. which grant, generally known as Oli vo’s Jagheer^” 
was long a subject of contention and legal proceedings he- 
Ween that oflicer and the East India Company* 

In the month of'June, Colonel Clive returned to Oalcatts 
w ith the English force, accompanied by Meer Khfo 

hnd his son,—having left a detachment at Patna-consisting 
of a Company of European Infantry, a detail of Artillery 
With two Field'pieces, and 5 Companies of regular SipaMs 
taken apparently fix)m the several Battalions, which, with the 
3 local Companies of the factory, formed a tolerably strong 
temporary BatUilion, the whole under the command of t)ap*- 
tain Cochrano of the Eiiropeah Battalion with two or three 
sabaUerns.'^ 

It has hoen stated that in his first alarm, Meer Jaffier Khi^u 
made application to the Mahrattahs for assistance, upon 
which invitation, a party of that nation wore aVrecid^" advancing 
in the direction of Kuttack. Finding that their servioeffT wero 
no longer required, they seemed inclined to turn their visit into 
one of hostility, and commenced plundering the Midnaporo 
district ; but the appcvaranee of a considerable body of the 
Nawaub s troops, supported by a detachment of the English 
force, soon induced them to withdraw. 

Within a few months after .Colonfcl Clive’s return to Cal¬ 
cutta, a new danger, and one of a most serious nattire, 
threatened the Company’s establishment in Bengal; The im- 
mense advantages obtained by the English, both politically 
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aey had observed the growirjg oolJaes3 /'h''' 
'Jaffier Ivhan towards Lis idlies, ;dioy ' 
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out jealousy and dissatishiotioii, and when 
■ the late occurrences, they 
mid hofiitility of Meer 

had not failed to take advantage of a circumstance that 
airordecl eiri opportunity of stepping Iwward and puttiag¬ 
in a claim to some share of power and influej^co in the 
province. Their measures were Becrotly anal skilfqUy ar¬ 
ranged, and tlie opportunity for nc lion v.nis patieriiJy waited' 
for. . It is diHiouU to say to what extent Meer Jafl5er Khan 
was actually implicated iii these plans and in trignes, bat this 
B;uch is certain, that he gave coiinteDanoo and prouiisea of 
support to their proposition for the mlroducticn of a power*. 
ful force Into the pro\iuce, which if ho did iiolinfond to 
employ a,ctiveiy and immediately against the English, ho 
certairdy looked upon as likely to proyo an useful check and 
, coaiUerpoiBO to the obnoxious influence of his too pow^erful 
and exacting allies. TTm valuabfo he had rooeivod from 
the latter diudng ihf;v hdo and the good faith and 

generosity they had ,tlmii ,exhibited, inost probaldy iudueod ’ 
hiM to regret the staps he had previously adopdod, but it ^^s 
now too late to remedy them, aod as events progressed and his a !^| 

feelings of gratitude became blunted, he seemed incliueu to J ‘ 
dot matters take,their oourso,,without further intorforeuoe, ^and 
to avail Jiirnself of oiruxuxistunces as they n.\ight occur. 

, 'The Dutch had on,^ one occasion complaiueLl of 

' the advantages of trade and the monopoly of the saUr>etrc 
enjoyed by the Ei^glish, and idso the right exercised by the 
latter iii seaixfoiugvessoly up the river, and allow-' 

ing no pilots but those of their own service to be employed. 

The iwo former complaints were easily answered, md the 
authority exercised in tl.\e river ^vas declared to be a ineasncc 
.vendered neccsbary for the security of the pruvince, and one 
which was sanctioned by tlm 'N:uvaub and exerted only in 




his name. 
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F1K8T SIGN OF HOSTIW/nES. 

Ill tlii? .nionfcli of August, ri^inours reached Calcutta thoX the 
Butch ■CoYcroment at Batavia vvas preparing a powerful nr- 
reamerih'which was understood to be destinecl foie Bet)|!al, 
The report, however, neitlier Colonel Clive nor the ru^inbers 
of Council were inclined to credit, as they had invariably 
treated the Butch with great,consideration, especially in inter• 
faring in their favour at the coinmencoment of Meer .Jaffier 
Khtia's reign, who was then greatly offended with them, and 
inoroover, thero was no immediate probability of hostilities be¬ 
tween Holland and England to justify any act of, or prejiara- 
tion for, hoatility on either side in India, 

In the month of August 1759, the rumours on this subject 
received some degree of support by the arrival of a Butclr 
vessel in the river, having on board a number of European 
and Jklahiy; troops.* Colonel Clivc iiow informed the i^awaub 
of the rumours current, and of the arrival ol the vessel in 
(piestion. Meer Jaffier Kb^n was much embarrassed at this 
intelligence, but at the retiuest of Colonel Clive he sent a 
perwdnnah to the Butch Governroont, forbidding any attampt 
at hostilities, or the introduction of.any additional troops, 
and ordering them to co-operato with his own forces and 
those of the English, to oppose the introduction or lauding 
of any foreign troops whatever ; the .Nawaub also directed 
Omar Beg Khan, the Eoujdar of Hooghly, to join and aid 
the English, and made aformal call upon the latter, byyirtue 
of existing treaties, to render assistance in preventing any 
foreign troops or ships from coming up the river. The Buteh 
Governor and Council at Cliinsurah replied to the .Nawaub’s 
perwiinuah in the most respectful style, promising implicit 
obedience to his orders, and stating that the vessel then in the 
river had put in by accident, having been driven by stress of 

weather from Negapatam, which washer destined port, and 

that ns soon as water and provisions bad been supplied, she 
should rlepart with all the troops then on board. Notwithstand- 
itig these assurances, it was deemed advisable to post parties at 
Tannah’s Fort and Oharnocks Battery. opposite to each other 
pn cither side of the river, to stop and search ail boats and 
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3 passing upwca'ds ; and43tacliments were sent out to ' 
watch tlurroads onsides, and proYerit the advanooof 
arvf troops by lancL The Butch Master Attendant, Ilynheer 
liUcaS Sycllurid, refused tci allow his boat to be searched when 
passing up, Itrid straok the officer on duty at Charnook's 
Battery., for which he was put into the guard, and on searching 
his Bndgerow, 18 Malay s’cldiers wwe found concealed on 
beard ; these were sent back to their ship, and Mynheer 
Sydland was then released ; formal remonstrances were nruy 
received from the Butch, to which equally formal Replies 
and arguments were returned. At length the vessel departed, 
and matters returned to their usual state of quiet* 

In the beginning of the motlth of October following, ’Meer 
Jaffier Klilin came to OalouUa on a visit to Colonel Olive, 
during which period, the 'inteDtions of the Dutch were put 
"beyond a doubts by the arrival of seven vessels at the mouth of 
ihe river, full of troops, both Europeans and Malays. This cir¬ 
cumstance greatly diSconcertecVthc Nawaitb, who feic consci¬ 
ous how deeply he was implicated in the matter ; he, lid we¬ 
aver, affected to treat it lightly^ and annoauced his intention of 
proceeding to Hooghly, bringing the Butch to reason, 
and compelling them to send away these ships and troops, or 
else severely chastising them and driving them altogether out 
of the province. On the 19th of the month, he left Oaloutta, 
but uistead of proceeding to Hooghly, he took up his quar¬ 
ters in Kojah Wuzoeffs garden, half way between that place 
and Ohinsurah, which blearly proved that ho had no appre- 
|i:e.nsioas as regarded himself : hero he received the Butch 
mostgraoiousiy, and had several conferences witlnhem, ' 
atler which he wrote to Colonel Clive that he bad granted them 
oertaiu indulgences as regarded their trade, and they had agreed 
to send away the ships and troops as soon as the season would 
peTiuit. As the season was then favorablo for their dcq)artu.ve, 
it was evident that no such measure was contemplated ; instead 
of which, intelligence was received that the vessels were, moving 
up the river, that they had permission to land the troops; and that 
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STWNOTI* OF 'l’0E TWO VASTIEf-i. 
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t!/e Dutch ogents were busily,,ifOiplo 5 ^ecl?fe eiilistiiig Sipahia ,at 
Ghinsurali, Kossimbazar and Patna. I’iie force on. board the 
Dutch vessels was alone superior to |hatof the.Englisb, and oon- 
' sisted of 700 EuTopeaii Infantry and SOOMiilays.TCglihu- soP 
dierSjWell trained and equipped ;^in addition tqwhich the Dutch 
had a garrison at Chinsivrah consisting of about 160 .Euro- 
ppans, including Artillery, and a Considerable body of Sipahis. 
The wholo offeelivO English force available, amounted only: to 
fiSO European Infantry, a Company of Artillery about 80 strcng, 
with Lascars attached, and about 1,200 Sipahi.s ; one Co.mpany 
of European Xiifantry and 500 Sipahis wine at Patna .j another 
detail of the Battalion, and a considerable body of Sipahis 
•were .stationed at Midnaporepto protect,that proyinoe -.Irorio., 
any incursiou of tlie 'Mahrattas, and considerable Detaph- 
merits of Sipahi.3 were stationed at Ohittagong,#acca, M oor » 
. shedabadand Bnrdwan. Orders were issued cmlling in all the 
available men from these posts, but little advantago could be 
expected from this mea.sure, as it was evident affairs mpst 
come to a crisis before any of them could arrive. The 
Militia of Calcutta, consisting of the European, Armenian, and 
Partuguese inhabitants, were callfed out for the dPfenoe of .the 
fort and town, amounting to about 300, of whom nearly ,250 
were Europeans, the whole under the command of Mr. iiol- 
weil ; and a body of volunteers was formed from am on gat 
the respectable class of English, of whom between 20 and 
SO formed a troop of Horse, and about as many more an in- 
dependant Company oh Foot, who were available for any 
serviee.t Tlie only vessels in the Eiver’wefe three Indiamen,. 
the Du/ee of Dorset of 544 tons, Captain Forreiiter ; the 
Calcutta of 761 tons. Captain Wilson; and th^Eiardwicks 
of 573 tons, Captain Sampson, with the Leoj>drd, a small 
Bnoyr, Captain Barclay. The latter vessel was immediately 
sent' off with an express to Admiral Cornish, then cruizing 
on she Arrakan coast, requesting immediate assistance. The 
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_'ei^^cnoy was a and roquirecl all tho jjivi vo uit l 

ta3t which Colonel Ciivo so eminontiy possessed to allow 
tlic Batch troops to lanchand form a janciu))! with the g’arrw 
son at Ghinsiv*.’aJ:r, was to admit the establirdirnent of a riviil 
and superior force in the province, whiobj coupled with tho 
condaefc of the Nawaub, was to subrnil; to the ccitain ruin of 
tho English iaflaenop tuicl power in Bengal :—to j)revent 
this, which could only bo dune by ioroe, was to commence 
hostilities with a Nation, with which the mother country was 
at peace : true, thO'Nawaub had neither recalled tho troops ho 
had sent to Calcutta under Omar Bog Khun, nor countemanded 
his orders to prevent the landing of tho Dutch troops, Fortu* 
miteiy Olivo was not a man to l!i'o easily appalled by difliouldos; 
he saw tho Gvcipany’s int-n’csts in irr;, min on t danger, and ro- 
solved to dATid them tit all hazards. Indepondent of the moral 
courage displayed in taking upon liimsolf this serious respon*' 
sibiiity, it required some dogroc of physical courage to risk 
' a struggle wUli a force in every way so superior. 

It was, however, tlie only safe course, and he boldly udopl> 
ed it: lio ordered up the throo IrBiamen to aid in the pro-' 
teotion of tho town, and vemfcrcod tho parties at d’annah I 'ovt; 
and Charoocks Battery witli tho best of tlm troops, regulars 
and volunteers. The arrival of Colonel Bordc and Caphviu 
,,|ChlOK froriB was an opportune cu’camstance ■; to 

the foriuer he comnutted the command of the whole ■ivail^ 
f'^rce, winch that olhoer, though at the time in bad liculth, 
and' having just cause of complaiu^ agaiust the Ooinpar^y— 
who had nI^c^)remordously disroissed hiui .from their emp,Iov,— < 
readily accepted under tlio circumstances, d o Captain Kao.v 
was inirus|id the comm.ind of tlio parties at I’uuneh f ort 
toi Ci^arnbok’s Battery.f 


*Tt 13 also {?veatly to the credi.. ov Ootniel ( Vive, Uiat aoci 3 io:i eoiajM^’u iy 

to 1^3 personal Interest,--I' u^ i.m; thoo, a ^ortlou oi' hh vi-ush 

wat) uivcstpl in UuU'b socnritk'.s. aod tt,'C [myincuit olh;.)rt>e Uilla (lrt;v.'M i»v tho 
Oueeb l.oc^dGovoruTaeut, iu Liy {'ivoi, vv.-re aotualiy unaor coato^t, S, the l)ulo;. 
laai.Ui GonipiiJiy, 

V't t.:iivc3 Nor!,-rttivc‘, pp, :Vm. . -U 
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Tiie Butch, eonsideririg th^t tha;;tiroe for had how 

'■ arrivedi hud :,a.sid6:all disguisei, and forwarded an insolent re- 
H’ORstraiice to ’’Galcutta, recapitulating the list of all all^,god,. 
grievances; insis'tmg , upon an equality sn ,all respeots, .'and' 
thrijatening immediate and full revenge, if the Itnglish pet- 
' sieted in searohing theii' heats ox vessels, oroflefod any inolesta- 
tiun to their,ships or troops nep coming up the river,. ^ To 
this Colonel Clive replied, lhat there was no desire to injure 
the 13utoh trade or privileges, or to insuU their colours, but 
as to allowing their Vessels or troops to pass, this was impo.s- 
sihle under exfoting treaties with the Nawattb, by whose 
orders aild; those of his mast|?r the Bmpemr, idie .English 
' were acting. Ho ihereforo referred them to those Au¬ 
thorities, and offered his services as a mediator on the occa¬ 
sion. This coolness and audacity only enraged.*.tho Butch.; 
but ill assnmingit Clivo , was net without anxiety, .,;ho cl,eai-Iy 
saw the dangers and di,ffioulties of his position, and as he 
• himself has recorded, “ most anxiously wished thp next 
“ hour would bring news of a. doclaration of war with Hol- 
“ land, " T’ortiuiafoly, the Dutch thcni’selves relieved him from 
one of his greatest SGUtces of anxiety, by first cornmencing hos¬ 
tilities ; they attaclted and sebed seven small trading yefsels 
kdon with graiii, under English colours, traasferrihg the ^cAv- 
goe.s and*'storo 3 to their own ships, .and making the crcw.s pri¬ 
soners ;■* as they advanced, they landed at Fulta and ffaepore, 
attacked the English factories, burned the house,? and destroy¬ 
ed the effects of the Company which they found there, and 
tore down the English colours, and finally, thjiy fired iipOu 
%id captured, the snow, carrying the express to 

Admiral Cornish. From this conduct, Clive mforred thdt 
they must have received inforniation which had hot j/D}t,roattin- 
ed tho Engli.sli, of war having been declared betwoetf Great 
Britain and HolPand, which recent intelli.g.ence had rendered 
not an improhableevent ;; and his raincl being noW at ease, he 
prepared for aollve hostilities. On the SOdr of November, 
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c5nel Forde seized the Datoli faotoi'y at Barnagforo, end 
tlioij crossed the Hqoghly with the force under his commaiul, 
aocorflpaaiad by 4 fleld-piedeB^atid marched towards Ohan- 
dernagore, with the intention Cf keeping a check upon the 
garrisCn at Chinsurah, and also to bo ready to intercept the 
Batoh troops, in the erentpf Ureir disembai'king and eiidoa- 
Yonring to gain that place hy land.* 

Iri the moan time, the Dutoh vessels continued grach,tally 
advancing, which they were obliged to do with great caution, 
having no pilots ; on the SJlst, they anchored oft' Sunkeral 
reach, just out of cannon shot,from the English Batteries; on 
the^gftrd, they landed their troops on the Western bank, and 
the vessels dropped down to Melancholy point, below which, 
the three Faiglish ships were at anchor. These vessels had 
been steadily following the enemy, and had been ordered to 
horae up and anchor off the Batteries; but the Dutch Comiuo-' 
dore. Mynheer 4. James ZuydlarKl, sent to Captain Wilson, 
who, hoing tho senior officer, acted as Commodore to the Eng¬ 
lish fleet, threatening to fire upon him if ho attempted to 
pass, which the hitter, having nd orders to engage, did not 
.attempt. On learning this state of affairs, Colonel Olive 
wrote to Commodore Wilson, directing him to send a pretest 
to |[,io Dutch Commodoi'o, demanding iinmediato restitution 
/or: & property, a full apology for the insiilt.a 

to tiie-'English, flag, and.' irnniediate withdrawal .frqm the 
river ; if these terms Were not complied with, which was not 
to bo expected, he was directed to engage their fleet at all 
risks. This order was responded to with true English, 
spirit; on the SUh, the demand w;as made and at once refused,' 
upon whith the three English ships weighed anchor, and 
notwithifanding the enemy’s superiority,—-who had seven 
shipsf to three, and four of these heavy vessels, mounting eacli 
80 guus,-nboldly name along side and attacked them; a despe¬ 
rate action en.sued which lasted for two hours : Captaui For 

* Clivc't Narratiiu, p. St,— OrosafVoi. a, i). 870. 
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r'invt,h,o of Pnrsri! commenced tlio action, and took 
up lii.s position along Ado the .Datoh Commodore, and owing 
to a failure ia the witid, wasfor wotne time uasupp^ortod by tbo 
otb'-yr Vxo vessels, but at last, after two hours’ close fighting, 
compelled him to strike* In tlie .tnca37> time,, the CaioufJa'und 
yjnro/tv/ck^'* 1,laving at length got along side of tlio enemy, eoi o.« 
mqncod so, hoi: a fire, that in a sliort time two of the smailor 
cut their cables and ;ra'n, and ono was driven on shore. 

Afiov die Ihndx Commodore had struck, all the other yossola 
followed his example, wdtli the exception of tJiat of tliQ 
socoud in comiiviand, who fought his way gallantly and go#i. 
clear oif,, dropj)iog down to Oulpeo, the English ships being; 
too mucli crippled to follow ; here, however, b.e was caplnred 
by tlio (Jjiford and Roj/ai George^ which had just arrived, in 
the liver, and having been met by orders .from' Oalcatta;,.. 
vrero making their way up as hivSt as possible. The loss ol 
tho enemy in this brilliant aflair was considerable,piinounting * 

to upwards of iOO men; on board tho Jluhdi Ckarinuadore’s; ^ .fi/V 
Bl)ip, tlio Vlmingcn, upwards of oO men worn killed and , 


double lhat,nund)or woundod tlie DuAt of borsef was rich 
died tbrougli and through, 90 shot wore in her bull, licr rig' 
ging cut to pieces, but not one man was killed> though 

same 


k'4. ; <i 7 CvO’al wore wounded.'^ On tbo same day, (^lone! Eorde 
luid an Jf^igagement with the garrison of Chinsurali ; be had 





marched in tlm morning from the French Gardoii?^, fntcrid¬ 
ing to encamp bctw'eon Chandeniagoro , and Chiusurah ; in- 
passing throngh. tho former place, be was suddenly attukecl 
by the onevny: who had marched from Cbinsarali tbo prin’i> ' 
eus, evening with 120 Euroiieans and dOO Sipaliisyand taken 
up a ppr^ition amongst the buildings and ruins of Ohanciei: 
nagovc, supported by four lakh pierces T(ie liow- 

over, ^r>oon dislodgiwl diem from their position, took their four 
guKH, and pursued thorn with considevaide slaughter to C'hin- 
,;(nirab ; hi. tho aftoraoon,,Captain Knox joined, who, oa thC' 


e-uOivc-'s Niwrativo, m’- vol. % pp. sri-fv-^Tho' Rogliah Ump 

tfu* oxreait'nk oi‘lining thoir ^inartcrF witli ImgM of Mullprtrr, to screerx 


O'on tlic enemy’s l]r> 


avon.-Ui, ifc \Mirt a <iji/.'ger6u3 on 


\\]\\ch cxpodlcal ap)KM<r'( to 'have nniiwcreri 
oonsieoi'ing .ih'e olianec^s ot. ha’.. 
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_ „ of tho Diitoh troops, had been dirocieci by iColonel a. p, 

Clive to hastep i w the dotatciiaierits under his com- ^*'**^' 
igatvl to the sufport of Colonel Eordc. In the evening 
the IfittGr officer received intcHigcnce, that the Dutch 
forceivvas advancing ; being woll acquainted with the ground, 
ho cpnsiclerod* it advisable to attach them on the idain 
of Bodarrah, where, from the constitution of the two forces, 
ho lyould have the advantage of position. He accopding- 
ly wTote, oft\ to .C stating his views, and as 

the attach of an European,, force so superior iiv :nuaihi4, 
bt-longlHg to a nation against whom war had not been do-' 
elured as far as was known, was n of great respon- 

sibiijty, ho requostcd an official order. Colonel Glivo, received 
tbk, letter at night whilst playing cards ; without tJuitUng 
the tubiej he wrote on the back of the note in peaoili " Dear 
‘'' Ibrcle, fight them immediately. I will send ypu (lie order 
of,Council to-morrow.”* Otilonel .f'orde received this reply, 
early intho moruing of the astlv, and immediately marched 
to take up the position he had in view ; this was an es'cellont 
one, and well calculated todevelope the full advantage of his 
Artiilary and Cavalry ; it oommanded the direot road to Chiu^' 
.surali, the flanks were protected on one side by a village, pii 
the other by a niangoe tope, both of which wore occupied, and 
along the whole lino .ran a small but deep nullah ; %hilst the 
enemy advancing in the plain in front, were of necessity, ex¬ 
posed to the fire of tue English Artillery and open so attack 
from tlieir Cavalry. A, small detachment was left to watch 
th; garri.sc'u of Cfiinsurah ; the remaindor of the Ibroc coii- 
sistod of 2,10 European Infantryi with (50 European A'oIuU" 
teers, borso and.foot, 80 Artillery with 4 field-pieces, and about 
800 Si.^liis, composed of Hoad Quarter^ of tho 8rd and 
4th Battalions, several Companie.9 of each being dctachod, 
together with 150 of tho Nawaub’s Cavalry.f At 10 o'clock 

tlie enemy appeared in sight, a boldfy advanced to the 

attackthey were commanded by Oolouol Ilonf38el, a .Frcnclr 
foldier ,of Tortiiru' ; their .force; consisted of 700 Eifropcans 
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number of SifaluiJi 
to join 

apttori 'was short, bioody, and dedsiv,o; in b/ilf an hburitl^o 
buomy were cb^m defeated nnd puti flight, leading 

120 Europeans, and 200 Malays dead 6 u , the field, 150 Eairb^ 
peaiis and as many Malaya wounded, whilst Roussel 

and 14 other officers, 350 Eiuopeans, and 200 Maluy^^^^ 
made prisoners.* The troop of Horse and the Nawaiib‘s 
%yalry,--wlaoh latter did nothing during the action,—wore 
very useful in pursuing the fngitivea afterward, which they 
'did with such efleot, that only 14 of the eneuiy Bnally e^cap'^ 
od and xviaehed Chinsurah.t The loss of the .English on 
this oceasion w;\s (K>mparatively of 

a skilfully choseu position, the effect of a well dW 
ivcll 303 :ved ,ArtiIloi 7 , and finally the aid of Oavak tend¬ 
ed to render this victoi'Y so decisive and obmplete, in despite 
of the disparity of numbers. Colonel Forde proceeded 
mediately after the action to Clunsurah, whiiCli be iiiyes^ 
at once, and sent to Colonel Clive foivfui 4 her ordersyt 

Such Avas the brilliant viot(vi 7 of Beclarriai,,maTkcd^^^^^^ an 
extraordinary degree of skill and courage, and ihost impor¬ 
tant in its results,-'’-and yet the name of the action is scarcely^ 
over mentioned^ and, in no way corn memo ratetU The Oprps 
now in the service which can lay claim to the honour of having, 
been engaged in this glorious affair, are the ficngul Artillery, 
tire 1st Bengal European Fusilievs, and the 5ih Regiment of 
Native Iafantr)\§ ,: 


CHve^s Nun'ivti’ve, p. t First Itcporrof Uie f6tfl€Cl Coui'aUtcCt P* 

; For thehiitoh ucoonnt of thi^? action, vidy .ApiH^ndi'i I;. 

^ Williarna stoUvsOmt the preaeiU 1st Eogiuieat N. I. I'nUun 

were eneft»{?va ia this nctioa. The former corpg, it has been slacjwih^ at the 
lime in (he iSoTth^rn C’ircars, and thelattov was not raised aim til two yoarsahet’- 
The port bornI. by Captain Knox in the action, probably led to the mistake as 
rc,^'ard8 the I,.it B.ittaUon, which bo had comtnajidcV ; tvud tlicro ln reason to by- 
liovc tIaU Lioiilenaiit Aluihews WA« at this period aitiudicd to, and ^;>o;^^s'ibly :«bim 
iiittiuied the then Ub J^altaUoiv, (r/w pre,ifui Idh lUgim'rU,) and that from ttds 
circuiit^-tiuiec thy efivly Bcrviccs of that Koghnent have been eonfoundyd wUb those 
of the Battalion that Oaptnir. Mathews siibsefiuontiy raissed/aad >\1uelv long tory 
bb: immc, v 
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0 D lUch/ovei'wlielffltccl by tbcso »udcletv and uncxpeot- iv i 


Oil cKsaster^/wera^ their submission, a,s 

had been insolent hi their supposed superiority They 
applied immecliatoly to Colonel 3?oMe and to th Gounoil 
in Calcutta,, requesting a oessation of hostilities,, and express** 
ing their reaxlinesS'^ into any terms ; Olive \rhose 

eonduct was always generous on such occasions^ ooUB.\der- 
thafc^^ri^ had been sufficiontly chastised and humbled,, 
readily acceded to their request; all active measures W^re 
put an end to> deputies were appointed on both sides and a 
treaty was speedily arranged,***rthe I)utGh beio ^Yil^ng• to' 
place themselves in the wrong,, with a view of obtaining 
milder terms, and the English, under the circumstances, no! 
being disposed to push matters to any extremity. Three 
days after.the battle of Bedarrah, the Nawaubs son, Mecriirt, 
arrived from Moorshedabad with a force of about six tbOtisaiid 
Horse, and with xefere.nce to the turn affairs had taken, 
broathed nothing but destmotion and extermination tO' the 
Dutch; aware of his ferocity and treachery, the Council at 
Ctiinsurah were thrown Into a Skto of great alarm at bis ar¬ 
rival and threats. Colonel Clive, at their request, immedi* 
ately prooeoded to Cbinsitrah, and his interference speedily 
brought matters to a satisfactory settlement. By the terms of 
the treaty between the Dutch and the Englieli, tlm foWer dis * 
avowed the oonduot of their fleet,, acknowledged themselv 
the aggressors, and agreed to pay 10 lakhs of rupees as an 
demnificaiion for the injuries done to the Company and tlm 
expenses of the wav ; whilst the Euglisli on their part, upon 
the fulfilmont of these terms, agreed to restoro the ship^ 
stores and prisoners they had captured, exception "to 
such pTihe k desired to enter their service. The 
treaty between the Dutch and the Nawaub the effect 

that the former sliGuld iminediately, on the rostoration of 
their ships, and prisoners by the English, send away fhe 
%'es3ols with the European and Malay tfodps, that they should^ 
discharge the Sipahis they had raised, that they should never 
cany OH hostilities, or enlist, or introduce troops, or erect 
fortifications in tbo province ; that they should be pertnittod 
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to Eicep up il!^i5 Earopoan $o]dlei’b for tho pro^oiiOp of their 
p.^umbcA. ^|. Q}p,|jcjvu’ab» Koasimhaiiar, Patna, aj’d Baiasow^ 

and tliat they BhouUl be allowed to carry on their coiumcrce; 
on its forraor fooling. Those ternns were ratified by the soVo- 
I'al parties on the 5lb,., (itb, and 8th of Docernber 1759.'^ 

Thus fortunately ended an affair, whicl). al one time threat- 
OTtod the riiosfc serioiis consequences to '.tho intorests of 
English, aiul which, but for the energy and decision: of 
Oolonol Clive, the skill of Colonel Forue, and. iho gallantry, 
of tho troops and crews of tho Company’s vessels, mvist to 
resi,dt(3clin the utter de.structiou of tho English powercin BciE 
gal Ga this ii^irff Colonel Clive obso.rvod in Ids 
'' ho.d thv 3 Dutch gained the same advantage over ns, we'havo 
V®f, ' : . “'/now tho most ooovincing proofs to conclude that tho remcro.- 

I'iih,/,.' braucc of Amboyna Avoidcl have been lost in their fcroutment 
of tliis Colony;" t The whole affair naderwontr. scarchirtg in* 
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' vostifjatioji in Europe, special Oommi'-isiouers being' noiuinated 
...*,.4,, . p. nations ; but llie Butch- local a'utiwritios had not 
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only been the aggressors, but had so fully and'pabJicly ac* 
jknowlcdged , the fact, and tho conduct of Colonel Olivo, al* 
though so delerruined, hiul boon at tho same time so prudent 
and cautious, that it was in no way to bo impugned, and 
.: he. received unqualified thanks and commoudelion for the 
; course he had adopted. 

b. Oolond Ciivc Imd fully deter-miuod rotumi'og to 

,b Europe; his hoalth for some time past hod beij.a seriously 
‘ .irripaired, and his constitution required a chuogo, ns di([ 
b- Ills mind a relaxation from tho cares and unxietirs by 
whicli ho had for so long a period bce).i overwhelmGd. 

When ho found that the Court of Directors would not sanc¬ 
tion the a])pointniont of Colonel Iforde to tho command of iLo 
force in tho Bengal rresidcncy, ho irnraodiately loolsod ubont 
liim for,some oflico;: qualified to take bis place, and asoertaiu- ,, 
ing that Odlonel .Kyro fJoote, who had just returned to fndia, 
with increased rank, in command of il, .M.’s 84th Ikgimcnt, ' 
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d not conveniently Se spared frorn tlxo Coast, his cho^oo a. n, 
fell upon Major Cailiaud of the Madras semco, art officer 


of high character, ocnsidorable ability, and great ejtpon- 
ehce, \vho had 0 a reputation by a long oourst of 
active service on tlnr Oois With the consent of the Ooun- 
cil, he offered him the rppointment, subject to the ,con- 
finnation of the Madras Goveminent, to whom he wrote 
hjioiT’fbo sub^ and as the power and inlluenoe of the 
French was rapidly on the decline, and conBideraWe rcin- 
forcements had been received from England, consisting 
of H. M. s 7{H.h and 84 th Begiments, besides a largo body 
of reorlnts, all of which bad been intaimid at Madras, 
although origmally destined for tlie two Frosidenci'es, ho 
requested that such portion of the force as could be sparged 
should be transferred to Bengal: accordingly 200 men, 
consisting chiefly of foreigners ancF recruits, were ordered 
round to Calcutta in the end of October, and aiiived uudec 
tbe command of Major Cailiaud on the 27th of November, i 
two days after the battle of Bedarrah,^' Severiil oflicors 
accompanied this detachment, and the whole wer^ at onco 
transferred to the Bengal establishmenU Amongst these 
Gtficors> the only names that 0 ^ now be traced are tlmse of 
Captains Thomas Fenwick and James Spieiv who from their 
standing, bocarne the two senior Captains of the Bongai Army. 
This rfinforcement, and the avrival in the following month of 
the Eiiropean^ d from the Northern Oircars under 

Gaptaiu Fischer, served to place the force in Bengal on a 
much more respectable footing ; in additioh to which, a oovn 
siderablo number of the prisoners taken at Bcdarrah, a large 
proportion of whom were Germans, entered the Compuny‘'s 
service, and some recruits were received during the season. 
ArrangementB were also nuide for increasing the Native 
force by cornpleiiug the Battalions to 1,000 men caebi uot 
v'>nly as regarded the three actually in the Provimte, but also 
by enlisting for the 1st and 2d Battalions, thoiu oii their 
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►miBQiHi of Captaiti 

tbe oooT^iC of 

|fer (1700) the European force, consisiitig 
ion of 1 13 fan try 11 <J two Compnoies oi Artillery, 
men, and the Native force> 
f The i^aucity of Eurojfean 
difficult to provide 
tohlishment beiiig BO'a' 
a raoTc 


to Bengal, under the 

and W;e; by ; the odicial reeords), that in 
of lone’ Bat' 

,;imbunted to upwards of 1 ,000 
br five Battalions, to 5,000 men 
o|Bcers hia:V ■hitherto rendered it very 
for . the Nuiive EaUalions, but ihc ce 
inproased, the latter were aboui this thiio put upon 
ehlcient footing, eaeli Bnlialion being nllowe.l one Captain as 
Commandant, one lieutenant and one En.sign ns btafl, a,iin 
four European Senjeantsa^^'—Satvh was the state of the force. 

■ I ,'As i*egarded tlie probability ol future ho.stilities, tliopiowei’ of 
'.fifeonlv two European nations that \vero liloily to enter 
■fl'-ie field had been broitea by recent events; the. fuleMty ol: 
tb^yNawaub of Moorsliedabud was now mere to bu relied 
upon than beretofoio, as lie liud no longer any oilieiyaid 

to, and was more fiian over depondorit on the EuglisU 
'4ioveimm€Bt ; the Shah Zadah, it was true, was aganx in 
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however, it may liave been justified'by circnaistancos, ^ . 

gave groat o/Vonce to ihoso who considered themselves sn^ .rti-nattiy.'- 
perweded and aggrieved by it. It m, liowever, but jnatlco 
to sooic nmong-^t'ius colloagjies, to state that ibey, like hira- 
self, had aiuiounced .tlicii intentiou of returning to .(jUirope, 
of whom was Me, llolwell, the senior member ; whilst of 
others,^, Colonel Olivo entertained and has recorded, the hikn- ’ 
osfc opinion of their intelligence and abilities, particularly ni 
the case of Messrs* Watts and Hastings, i)Ut ho considered 
i])iom far too young in the service to occupy so important a 
jjosition as lhal of the Governi:xent of the Presidency* 

These points being all arranged, Colonel Clive coasidtvrcd 
it necessary that measTtros should bo taken for opposing iiic 
adviuico of the Shah Zadabovho had again been joioe(i. by 
most of his old supporters, nmro especially by .Kamghav 
v.Kban, .who now took the leading part in the expedition : (q>\ , 
this purpose he ordered Major Oaillaud <0 march horn Calyvk^i 
cutta in the middle of l^ocember, uitli u force co^isi.sting, 
fiJiropoau dulantry, and r>0 Anill(?ry with C’ field 
its ako a complete Bathalion of SipahiSy 1,000 strong,’^' 

'With this detachment Major Oaillaud readied Moorsliodabad 
^ on the 20th Becomber, whore he was ordered to halt until tlio ■ ' ’ 
arrival of Colonel Clive, wlio came on the 0th of January, ^ 

HfO, and i)Uia>diicod the Major to Rloer JiUTior Kiuut, as the .''•'M "'' 
Oomniamlaut of Hie lOnghslpiforces, and an oifioer in whom, 
ho placed implicit coufidonce, which he.trusted the Nawauh 
t VYOuld do likewise. Here be directed tlurBatlaliou of Sipahia 
then stationed at Moorshehadad^ to join Major Oaillaud, 
and subsequently ordered 200 in-.jre Europeans from. C/J- 
outia to fvdlow and join riio forco.t The two Nativv^ Euttii- 
lions employed on this expedition, appear to }iav(i hei.n the 
Od no lonfjer in existence J and the 4th {now the ^Ih Reiji- 
ment A. /,) A large portion of the Nawaiib’s army, under the 
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f Colonel, Clive's U-a.or to Major Cuillaud, dated Xmaiary, 1700.—Mak-olni, 
vol, 2 , p. 1.30, Djig reiufoicenient oi European^ di.>l n«a-joivji tlio force, bci»i<' 'nih- 
sequemly /-oquired 10 aiil ihc NawuuU and to watch tUo enemy in UiCineiijhbatir 
hood of Btualsvun; ^ ; ,v 
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comnuuKl of Mecruii^ oi:derod to join the Mayor ancl mjtrch 
with* ijim to Patna, but conaiclerablo ditfioiiUy occurred in 
"^aising putting the forse, in to;, njip\'e : 

on 'this occasion Colonel OliYe’s aasistane^/'and advice was 
juqiured, and at last the Arm}:, oonsisyng of 15>000 Horse 
und Pp 25 pieces of .Artillery, was ready to advance, 

which they did on ti^e 18tlv of January, .Colonel, GUVe having 
.iumself taken bis fire well of Moor, JafBer Khdn anc| returned 
to OalctUta on the 14tli> 

Here he compleled hie arrangements, and liaTing resigned 
the GovOTiment to Mr Holweli, pending the arrival of Mr/ 
Vausittarh be took his departure from India on the 
.Pobruary, 1760. In the course''of; had raised 

/the;33engal Presidency from a state of apparent ruin to -one 
of extroam prosperity; on, h arrival ho found a band of 
,uh,serahle fugitives living on board their vessels at pultah, 
without a foot of . land that they could , call thMr own :*-^he 
left them with extensive territory and cornplete dontroul over 
the whole province, their losses repaired, their trade rentmd, 
their treasury replo.uished, their factories established all over 
the country, and protected by a well organized and respco* 
table force-, whilst the character of the Ihiglish arms had 
been upheld by a series of brilliant actions, performed under 
extraordinary diffioulties and .^isadvantages, in the faco pf 
enemies greatly superior in numbers, not only as regarded 
.natives of the country, but the European troops of the 
French and Butch- 

Clive's departure was considered a serious evil by all par¬ 
ties. In the words of a cotemp^orary observer, quoted by Sir 
Jcdiu Malcolm, uw de^cmim/ 

''\from ihe hocly of the Government of Bengal*' 


* First Report from tlio Select Cbmmitfceo, p.lJO. 
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MA.iOri ADAM’S CAMPAKi‘‘J IN rr<-^ 


We mow turn to the movement? of Mujor Oiniriaric' {ma’I bil a 


party in progress lo Pntna. As already stated’ lie Tni.rclutcl 
from Moor8hv;dal)?i<l on the iSth Janm^ry, ]7'(>0, witli a Ibrco 
of fsOO European Itihintry, the whole or greater pan of the 
firsiA Company of A rtillery with 0 ileld-pioces, and the Ord 
and, 4th Eactalions of Native luAiutry. 

Tho Nawaub’s force under tlm oor^imaod of Afeerun accom 
panhxl him, oonaistiiig of 15,000 irifantry and (Rivalry and 
25 guns. Although, tbroT.igh the interfereime of Co'ionei 
Clivo, tho Nawaul)’? troops iNtd been iuduoed to march/there 
was stH! much discontent amongst them, promisees of pAV’ 
mciit and acivances made iif; .Moorsbedaba(l being still uri- 
fulfilJod. On the 30ll> of Jamiary/ thu unitod. force reached 
the pass of Sikrecgulleo, wliere they w^ere detained for iip- 
MNirds of ii week in aegooiations with Knddtirn fiV^osoin, the 
Nuwaub of Fiirneah, Tbo joaiousics between this chief and 
Meerun, w!r(ch had in a similar to: nner caused a delay wlieu 
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Tin:, works that ho.v*‘ chiefly iVmVishod matorial^, tor Diis clioi tftr aro :• 

'I.'he ^oix’CoiciUta 
C(irfx»'‘Aoli*« Lift; of .Lord Clive, 4 vols., Hvo, 

VJjilcol.oj’s Life of liOttl Cl,i.ve, vol, SJ* 

■V)iij<iUt;u't’s NaiTaiivt! of Uk; Trojis#juaioti8 m Bengal, At -is,, Sye. 

Origir-ail Paeftvs yela!..;ve to the ftflAii';' iu Be«gaJ, / /ols., H\'{\ 

Colorifd Iron;ule’s Ntirrative of the Military Transaction;^ i»i Bengal io J7fl;.».0U 
Asiatic Begi?;ter. 

Grose’s Voyage to the V\m Iiulies, vol. 

Traiikiia’a J'.ifo of Shah Ailtini, ! yoJ., /it<>. 

Kolwoll’fi I'nnlan Tract t, 1 vol., 'Wo. 

Wiliiun^s'lkiigar:jOaivoIuinntrym vol ,, AvoA 

First, Secotul ti i.) Th/d Heporis of the Select Conimittee of the llnuM-or 
Coinraoi.s, 1772, 

^ ^li,:porK. of of Seorcoy ..ppoinleil by tfi..' Ifouse of Coi.imoii.^, 

Alunial Begistc/, various years. 

Ii«M3.u',''s l>rtrii.in„.utary ni,,tory, varlou.-. 

if'i-r"*' * iicg'.'tcr of Hie Ccnf-:i! Estal.ilislinu'rii. I ,ol,, folio, OaleiUld. 
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J^jCSvVVm Coioael Clive was advar-cing to Patna dmivig the previous 
Povv increased to stich an extent as to render 
ij; ruptare M^Cer Jafiier K han a»,d hin , 

:^on had threateaed the rerr.iovar of KuclUt\m Hoosein 'Wom 
Iris Governrnerjt, a resolve that iha vindictive nathrc ot 
‘llcetun was not likely to ahandon where ijis persoiii^^ itni- 
inoaity was concerned and Kiuldimii Iloosein, undvjr tlieso 
oircumstances, had for his own protection withheld all 
payment of the rovennes ;for some tirrie past, and had 
levied a force of about 0,000 men, \vith wiiioh he now ap¬ 
peared on the opposite side of the ; riyer^ throatonihg in 
hisS turn to declare for the Shah Zadab^ recelVed a 

confianation of his authority, and u promise th# 

> ; tion of removh^^^ should he abandoned ; dt thq same 

time that lie professcfl his willingness to remain faithful to 
Meer Jaftler Khfe if unmolested, and lo reneW an account 
of His revenues as heretofore^ 

Major Cuillaud> though greatly annoyed at thi^ delay, was 
stuTsiblo of the danger of so powerful an enemy ip 

his reaivand used his lUmost influence to adjust these dlf 
ferenccs ; he sneoeeded in bringing about an agree* 

' ’ . meat, by whicli Kuddum Hooscin was guaranteed the contiinied , 
possession of liis Government, and in return engaged on his 
part to pay up all arrears of rovenuef to discharge hi.^ ac- 
conrte future, and to rernain faithful to tliO 

. ’ -. , cause of Meor J affier Kbfui. This arrangement being corn- 
pieted, Kuddum Hoosein returfied to Purneah, and on thd 
1 7tb of February the united forces, of the English and the 
. Nawaub re■coQimenced tlieir niarch towards Patna.*^- 
^ It is necessary that the state of affairs in that qua;r(6 

should now^ bo adverted to. When the Shah Zadah briginalJy 
meditated this second invasion of Behar, it was the last dos* 
perate resource of a broken adventurer; but wliiist he was 
preparing for this- apparently hopeless attempt, wiili a hand 
ful of followers wdiose fortinres were as desperate as Ids own, 


♦ Jron»icle'8 Namuivo, p 8. 
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occurred which, made ah imjwrtant cl^anf^c in Ids A-*>• 
circumstances and position. Allnm Gbeer Scnec-;, the roigning 
Monarcin, if such a torni be applicable to so rniivJtu'abk ashadow 
of rovalty,. after having been for years t[\e prisoner and, t.ho 
puppet of Omaid^oohMooik, at last foil a victim to tlic, 
passions of tlnxt ambitious minister, who caused him to bcpu,t; 
to iltnUli in the end of tlie yoar l7o9, and i>rochumed a younger 
son, luuler the title of Shiih Jehan Bjinoo, as Emj^eror. /bho 
'', :nowa of this qvont .Teaolied the Shfib Zadah just as lie had 
crossed tlic Karramnassa, when, by ilic advice of those /ironnd 
him, be immediately assumed the emblems of royalty, and caus¬ 
ed himself to be prochiinied Emperor under the tide of Shah 
.Allum ; lie ^s■^olc to all the Eulers of the sevAiral provincoa 
of the Empire, '^[oor Jaffier Khan included, calling upon 
thorn to acknowledge his title, and sent a kiieiuL with aeooi- 
plimentary letter to Shopjali-oo-Dowlali, oftbririg liim th.c ap- ^ 

4 pointmontoC Vazier to tho Empire,—an honorary, rather than 

b an executive offico, under existing circnmstauceg,-.which was' 

readily accepted by the Nawiiub of Oude, who, without delay, 
assumed thtJ.title conrerred, atul caused coin to be struck v.h 
the namo of the new Monarch To Nujeeb-oo-DowJab,. iho 
powerful Ilohjila Oiiieftuio,,,;tbo Prince also sent a khohit, and 
conferred on bun the title of Amoor-ouhOmrah, and on 
various other Chieftains, who had heretofore espoused b'ur ' 
caused or wore likely to assist liis faiiire views, he, in like. 







man 


iiiur. conferred titles and offices according to dnur sevto-al- 




nruks and rnorits. Ho als.o a supplicatory lotfot* .h>. 

' Aljned ;Sbdh Abddllco, who was once more advancing into 
Hi’mlostan to oppose the MahraUas, requesting his a.syistanco 
and support, and begging that bis title might be acknowledgod/ 

As Ehfiperor hy Imrcdilary riglit, wdth the }>robabilify of the „ 

Abddiieo Monarch’s au]>porl., and the public acknowledgment of 

the powerful Nawaub of Oude, bis positiou was very 

from that of ibcdeapcraio aclvealurer acting i.u opposition to tho 

orders of his fother aiid Sovereign ; the consequonce was : 


;;S1| 







TATNA’ ' IKVKSTEjt. 


CH 






linv, came two able and oxp(^rieneed offioers, 
atid As^alrit Kiidn, sons of Kh4n wbo bad been a dis- 

iinguished officer under Ali Verdce Khau^ and 
bis two sons, had been amongst the principal siipparrol^s 
Ateer Jaffier Kbaa on tho ravolation which gave him the 
SoobahtlaTec; bat notwithstanding their services, they had 
not only experienced lugvatitude from the Nawaitb, but insult 
and injury frorn Jus son Meerun, and naw% learning with 
revenge; they joined the ranks of the Prince with a 
siderablo-body of horse, and by their reputation for skill and 
daringvadded greatly to the intlaonoe of his party>^ 

The conditct of tho Nawaub, of Kajah Bam Naraln, and of 
, the English ia opposing him, was now open rebellioa to the 
lawful Bovereign of the Country, but as this title had long 
bee,IT merely nominal, and all parties had disregarded it When 
oppo,«$ed to their own views and interests, it caused no com¬ 
punction in the present instance, nor does tho circumstance ■ 
Appear ever to have been adverted to, or regarded in the 
respondenca or measures that ensued at the tinio, thougli sub- 
Bequcntly brought forward when it suited the purpose of those 
who employed the’firgument. 

'I’he Ernperor’s force being now sufficiently strengthened, 
he moved towards Patna in the end of January and arrived in 
tlie noiglibourhood of that city in the beginning of 'E(d,vraar 
flam ilNiirain, wdio had treated his first intentions with coii^ 
tenqU, had latterly become seriously alarmed under thovi 
altered stale of affairs; he appears however to have behaved 
in this instance vdth considcrablo firmness anii decisioui h 
summoned all the neighbouring ZemindaiA to come to rffi 
as^jista?)ce, collected ail liis troops frotju the district' mid 
cnhstecl as many more as ofibred themselves. Flrf mar^ 
out of the City with his whole force, Supported by tim pa^^^^ 
of English troops under Captain Coohrane, and tpok up 
ustrong position, whicli h© intrenched, not far fr<Tm tlio walhu 
eh)se to the Eohva Nulhdi. Hero he lAmfuneciactinp^on tb 
dcfeiTsive for some days, in obedience to the orders of the 
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ub and Major Qaillaud/by bo v.as directed to A. D 

.avoid hazaii^ing au enga^xoneiit oo auy term^ ttncil the 
ijOgiish and N^iwaub^s iroopy arrived.Bkiriiibshes took place 
daily bcuVeen the two araiioS' liVitb. varying rc>vult:s, but .Raai 
Waraia iiiaintaine'd Ivia prudent iino of condact untii the ar¬ 
rival of a oooBiderable body of horse from Moor;.siiedabach nai-’ 
dec the coiijmand of Seliim Khaa, a Rohllla offioeiy wito Iwd 
been seat forward in the heglajiing of January to reinfoive 
the garrison. His army now amoivnted to 40,000 laeu,mo-o 
than equal to that of iho cniemy, -—ami .flushed by some trifling 
snocerses, he could not resist tho temptation to haz-mi an 
erigagernenb and secure ihc wliolo merit of the viorory before 
tim expected reirdbreemenis should arrive: aocordiuglybou 
the 0th of February, ho moved out of his intrenchrneats and 
ohbred the enemy battle ou tho plains of Mu.sseempore. Xiis 
.force was drawn up in three lines, the first commanded by 
v^ Jic!Aim Khan the Rohillah and Ahmed Khan Koreishy; the 
second by Rajahs, Moorlee Hliur and Palhwan Siagli, who 
had joined Ram .ISarain with a large force of Bodjeporjaiis ; the 
third by Ram .Narain luniself,t The E.nglish detachment, 
whose orders were confined to the protection of Ram Natain, 
was in reserve; (japtain Coohrano rUrongly the Rajali 

to take post with his dotachmo.nt, but at this Bam Naraiab 
pride revolted. The party consisted of ordy one Comptirry 
of European Inibntry and. a detail of Artiliery, now reduced 
together to 70 men, with two field-piecesf and 8 Oompaniem 

of Siptdii.s, including fi local Compani(nr belongm^^ to the 

factory, amounting altogether to about 700 or 800 mem 
Oh tlvrnLmperor’s side, the attack wms annle in two largo 
bodies on either flarik^^ one commanded by Kainghar Khan, 
the other by Dileer and Assalut Khdu ; the Emperor wjth 
his own immodiato followers formed the resevvor.'j: Tho 
mion was well contested: after a liitlo mutual skmnhbing, 

Hileer Khan and his brother made a dashing charge 
on the Rfij:ih*3 troops and carried every thing beibre tliein, 
at tho same time that Pullnyan Riugh’passed over to tho 
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mperor’H siller and tniMed to as^ftil the Etigiish part^^ 
^/hil■sfc Morad Kbaa; a Beioooh GlhotV also anti at- 

tacked the B(ijall's troops in the rear; Ahmed ISbau Korei- 
&hy> and several other officers,: either from treachery or 
cov/a.rdioe fled the field at the commencement of the fight 
The remainder of the Rajahs troops, however, stood thoir 
groimd boldl}% and the tide of action was for scvtne time 
gallantly maintained by (japtuin Goohrane's party, tlie close 
,ancl deadly fii*o of whose mnskets emplied 
ia the opposing force t amongst those who fell in this part 
of the action w'ero Dilccr Khfiiii and Assalnt Khan* both 
of whom diocl in charging the Engliah.t Kamglnh Khan 
o^^ ^iiide hod not been idle, he had been opposed to 
Bebim KhiTm and Mobrlee Dhuiv both of whbm. were token 
prisoucto B Narain himself was now surrounded, hia 
bestofficeto had folfon around him, and hifoself hac| r^oeivod 
several severe Wbands; in this distress ho sent to Captain 
Oochrar»c stating his dangerous sitiiation, o.nd praying fox 
assistance, and that officer, whose orders wore' to protoct the 
Bfljah’s person, marched with 4 (fompanies of Sipafiia to bis 
support. This unwise division of the Enghsh forod^^ 
its destraCiion ; the party iindbr Captain Codarane fcH^ce^d 
their way to tho Rajah and covered his retreat; bat being 
aftacked on all sides,, they were overwhehned by hninbers^ 
and the only B offiicer| jhesent. Captain Ooohrano^ Enslgh 
clebeck, and Mr. Barwell, who served as a volunteer, were 
alaini? the Bipahis now left without a leadei> were disboh^^ 
raged, andltamghar Khfto-s Cavalry making a desperate ni$h^, 
charged in upon them, and ilie whole party \vas cut to: pieces, 
■—I Serjeant and 25 Sipahia alone sttoceeding in figln.u^ 
their way back to the ,European detoSlme These last, 
supported by the other Companies of Sipahis,. had also 
been severely assailed, bat continued to hold their ground ; 
the olSeer left in charge of the Infantry, as also thcilSubaltorn 
in command of the Artillery,Avho appear.^ to have been LiOute'- 
nant Back, wore both killed ; the only Earopeah olFicer 
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^sets Dr. W. Fuliert.on, tbu Savgc30U of d\e. a. i), i7.o<> 
Agency, who assumed llu) oomraand. Finding that yhe , d^V 
was ooinpl-ctoiy lo’iV tills little .jiarty ,. co,inriieuoed theirv'fcXTtreat - t, v,. 
iQ tho. city, surrounded by tUc enemy, but by the coolness and ' 

. stoaditicss of their oouduot keeping the latter ux a respectful 
dHtaneo. Due of the two gun carnages having broken down, 
tbe) worooouipeilotl to spike the piece and leave it ou Uio field, 
but the tuBibrd of the other loaviug upset, Dr. Fidlerton Iniltad 
tl;,o party, deliberately righted it, and tlien r<eeum$d his autrob 
by tludr cool and dating behaviour^ this reauiaut of the f>arty 
suoceodod ia uaikiug good thoir retreat to Patna.^ ,FoidU’- ■, v,^>r 
nately, the Eniporor contented himself with causing the royal 
masi'e to play'in token of rejoicing, and then. ■ gave orievs 
tlio burying of ilio doacl, who were nurriei'ou.u on botix, 

Tins delay in following up Ms victory saved tb(K;ci,ty, which 
had been thrown into a state of extreme consternaliou 3 ' bpt' 

Horn ^^NarrSh,.-though soveroly womideci exoilod .liimsolf to 
‘ put the pdace into the best state of defence, with the vt -w of ^ ^ 

hokiiug out until relieved ; nor did he ncgleci old 
of orentmg delay by enfering into negomation, excusing 
self on the plea of his wounds for not proceeding to pay. bis 
respects to the Kiuperor. The place wu$, however, ii^vCsSfed 
b}* thoi yictorious army, but the suege was not puslied v ith 
much vigour, nor was it of long duration, for on the 10th of 
February, hitelligenco was recoivod that Major Caill-aud and 
Meornn were witliia tlurty miles of Patot?- On tlie follow'in.g 
}in)rriii)g, the Imperial armj moved out to meet then.', t^pd in 
iba (3v6uir)g the advanced parties of cither force vfiliivci in'sight 
of each other; ou the 21st, Major Oailland proposed to alaaok ; I > 
the enemy, but Mocrua havin..o; consulted his aatrologeriy h>uryv|; 
the stars unfavoraWe, and the action was delayed uutih 
ntxl ilny. (3'n the morning of the 22ad, the troops coiiKUoncod 
their marelj, but owing to the delays of Mecnin, the morning 
was so far spent before they luid got near the enemy, thai,; ''''' k’| 

lib 
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Major Caillaud detcruhuod n[von ilcfemng the action tun d ,'h^fv3\'4^ 


tho foilowing day. Ho accordingly formed his camp about 
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three niilesfrom that of theenemr, and'whilst the tents were 
pitching, ho rode forward to examine their poaition- Findiag 
all quiet in their camp, be took possession of tw'o villages about 
a mile in tKlimnce of his own posHion, but situated raihsv 
obliquely to that of the enemy ; in each of these he placed a 
Company of Sipahis, and fhe remainder of the samo Battalion 
he posted about 400 paces to the rear as a support. The enemy 
observing these movemeEts, brought out their heavy cannon 
and some troops to the frcnt, upon whtoh the Major directed thf 
reserve Battalion to advance and protect the villages, and added 
a Company of Europeans and 2 field-pieces to reinforce them * 
In this state, matters remained, quiet for Upwards of an hour, 
’when the imenfy were observed to be in motion once morC- 
Major Caillaud now ascended a small cjihinence towards the 
left, from whence ha bad a good view of their position, when 
he perceived that they had .struck their camp, and were in full 
march against him ; he immediately sent notice to the yourig 
Nawaub, and desired him to prepare for action, whilst he 
moved up the whole of his own force and formed ,his line 
between the two villages already occupied, which covered his 
.flanks; the Europeans were as usual posted in the centre 
vifilh three guns on each side, and the 3d and 4tli B^ttaiioiis 
of Sipabis on either flank, the Villages being still heia'’by the 
Companies originaily joosted in them. IBs little force had 
been reinforced by the junction, on the previous day, of the 
remnant of the party that had bscapod fiom the action of 
Musaecrnpore on the flth.t 

A large'body of the enemy’s horse were now ohserved 
moving diregily upon the villages, and in this order the Major 
steadily awaited their approach. It W been previously 
errangeci that the Nawanh should dflwu}} his troops in a 
second line, in rear of, and covered by the English, with bis 
Cavalry extending on either flank, so as to bo ready to act as 
jequired ; but instead of adhering to this simple and judicious 
arrangement, ho massed his whole force, horse and foot, in 
one dense column to tlio right, and a little to the rear of the 
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Iroof.f?, preJ^onting a fro^U o^’ only ;i0() yar«1; 'vi.iii' 
forGO of J *5,000 rnexx. 

On the other Bide, the cnomy drew up their troops In three 
boc'ljes, the hrst cowimanuod by Khadir-daa-ls"hati 'Tuoreneo 
; lid Ooolaiud'Siidlj ot I'.roknov^ die second by X'vngiidi; 
Ivhaii, and the third or reserve by fl’O Omjioror hinn- b - 

Kamghar Khan tod h's troops against English lefr,, 
which they attacked with considerable spirit, tliongh, in sepa¬ 
rate bodies ; upon this M.aj'or Oailluiid advanced his lidd;' 
pieces a few paces, and obliqvutig thorn to the left, kept up 
so hot a fire irpon the. advancing parties elTectually to 
repressthoix ardour.; a portion of tins body now moved oif 
to the right, whilst anollier party w''orked Uujfe way round i lie' ■ 
vdlage to the left, and got into the rear, wiicre they remained 
without making any further attempt: hut the attontion of tho 
Major was now forcibly called to another direotiop, Whilst 
.Kamghar .Khiin. with u portion of his force, Avas aumsing 
tlic English to the left, Khadir-dad'Kluva and Goolaxnd' 
Bhah were bearing down upon the Nawaub’s troops to 
the light, and were subsequently supported by the re- 
mainin.g portion of K'arughar Kh^iis division; on pou'oeiv- d 
ir:g tlib; Major Caillaad moved up his 6 fichi- 

pieces to nhe right vibage, so m to protect the front of 
M'eenin’s position by a flanking fire, wldls^; tho Kaw 
Ariillo-ry drawn up in front of bis own column opened,directly 
on the adv'viicing enemy. NotAvidnstarulthg tho effect of 
cro.' 3 s fire., the Emperor’s Cavalry came on g.'dlautly., and 
the Navvaub's artillery being speedily deserted, wlnd.st e q! 
the English gun carriages broke down in the rough. luafA y . 
ground in wliit b Uui;*y 'were posted, tho .^logul horse charg( d ; 
in ainongst tho unwldy mass opposed to them, and oinW-'^ 
pellod Mcenui to gi '-0 ground, a mo vome/at \vhich was .r;o'>idty 
passing into a fligbt. At this critical jriru'.turO; iVr.’.v,i''n: 
Cailiaud, leaving the Enropc'ins and the loft .Battidion. \vii..h 
Uk.‘ remaining fiold-piecos, to hold tbeir own position, took 
tho right Battalion of Sipabis, and placing himself at ihoir 
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load, led Uietn to the Nawavib’s assi'otanoe ; they advanced to 
Within 40 paces of the enemy’s flank/when, ha 
line, they poured in a deadly volley of rnaslcctiT,' 
foliowed by a second, and then clnirged with the bayonet. 
Avheh the oumny, disconcerted and broken by the Wtoady a 
rcguhu' ht ‘0 with whiolii they had been saLunesvpeetediy^ 
ed, recoiled upon each other in a confused mass, and fell 
numbers under the cold steel of the Sipahis, who uS, ed it 
most effectually^W This seasonable relief gave time to the 
Nawaiib’s Cavalry to rally and return to the charge, which 
they did with considerable vigour, when the enemy broke and 
fled in all directions, nor were their leaders ever again, ahle 
to lally them half an boutT not one enemy was to be 
ftCen, and the plain was clear of all, save the dead and wound* 
ed and the usual fragmentB of a battle-field. Whilst this 
straggle was going on, the party of the enemy which had 
passed to the rear of the English position during the heat 
of the engagement succeeded in pUiadering the camp,, which 
had been left standing, and carrying off the cattle and:baggage,, 
but the greater portion was fortunately reoovertW du 
the pursuit, which continued until niglitfelL The action 
lasted altogether about 4 liohrs, and nothing could ex¬ 
ceed the cool and steady conduct of the 
Europeans and Natives, and fortunately their loss was hi- 
coiisidorable,—what did occur, falling chiefly irpoh the, right 
jBhttalioza of Sipahis. The Nawaub’s force and the ehomy 
suffered more considerably; Meerun was slightly wounded 
in , the face and neck by arrows, and Ids ixiternal 
Mahorrimud Ameer Khtui was killed. On the enemy’s side, 
Goolam-i-Sheh and :AKeer.Dolah-iv'han, two of the best and 
bravest officere in their Arory, were sHhuf The Emperor 
with his beaten troops retreated to Bohar, which was 
about Iff miles distant, where they arrived at night Such 
was the battle of Seerpore, so called from ih.e larger of the 
two villages on the field, an action that was highly CT’editablo 
to the conduct and skill of the Eoglish troops and tixoit 
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which if, foUowc<l np, julght have, decided liie 
cami.^iign ;, hut thifi course, the conduct of iieerun procluded, 
'who, tborigh ho had showii rugris .timidity tiian courage in the 
field, considered it iudispeasiMc that ho Bhouid retire to, 
ihitaa to ctire his yerateijoB arnl enjoy the lKn).otir of his 
victory. Major Caillaud urged Ihm to follow up liia BiiccesB 
boforo the onemy {s.hould luive tii'ue to recover from their deicut, 
but finding all advice and remonstrance futile,, bo begged the 
aysiBtanoc of a sm.all body of Cavalry, .with which, and tl.uj 
Kuglisl* troops aloiio> ho offiircd to undertake (he diitys 
tiiis was also refused,—the jealousy of Moerim taking alarm, 
lost the reputatioz‘i of the Major shauld bo inorcased by any 
success, to liis Ovvrx disparagoineat 

Tims the English saw the opportunity lost, and the whole 
ad\antago. of their victory ihrowu away. Major Caiilaud env 
camped his troops near the river, between Patna and tiio 
town of par, for the greater convcnionce of being near tlie 
boats, which contained the heavy stores of the force ; hero 
ho repaired his gun carriages and repieuisixod his stores, pro',' 
pumtory to further operations ; whilst Meerun s Army lay 
in aud around Patna, and rhe young Aawaub gave lui‘i;.seif 
up to sensuality and dissipation 
At icuigth, having 'ifforded tUo enemy all the leisure they 
rov]uirod, and having satiated lumsclf with his pleasures, 
Mcerivn listened to the advice of Major Oailhuul when too 
late, and on the 20th of the monih ho rnarcI\c<J out of Patni 
and Joined the Eughuh force ; tliey now moved togeJ^er upon 
Eehar, bat no exhortations could induco the young Na^vanb 
to expedite his movements: ou tiie 2ud of March they reached 
that town, and fuund tlmt the Kmperov with his' whole arori^y 
had already mode two forced marches towards .llcrigal. This 
was a nmeconvre, the practicability aiu3 even the probability 
of wliich the Major had alroody endoavorod to impress upon 
Mee>'un, but the latter treated the ^dea with lidicule, and 
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THB KMW^BpE ,,Mp^^ES ON . 



urgently requested, woiilcllaka to |i;oertain 

intentioas o.f theEinpcror or pre^•ent the ineasuix' i'h ciuestlon.* 


This moVewent on the part (h' the eneiiiy was at once a wise and 
bold one, the English force in Bengal was much divided, and 
MobraheMrf. tl'o population of which was inclined to dis* 
affection, aa was also a portion of the troops stationed there. 
Was left nearly defenceless; a large Mahrattah force was in 
possession of the proviuce of Miduapore, another body of that 
nation was in the neighbourhood of .Burdwan ready to co-ope¬ 
rate with the Emperor; the faith bf the Burdwan lityah whs 
somewhat more than doubtful, iRnddum Hoosein in rurneah 
was again in open revolt, and, together with the Bheerboonv 
Rajah and several other powerful ■/leinindars, had sent in¬ 
vitations to the E mperor to en ter the pro vince, promising to join 
his standard. Even Meeriin now saw the necessity of activo 
measures, and the united trepps commenced the pursiht of the 
Emperor with all practicable speed ; both took the route by 
the river, the English embarking in their boats, which proceed¬ 
ed fubter by the aid of the current tlnan troops could march , on 
the 6ih. they had closed conaidcrably upon the Emperoi', who 
was delayed by his Artillery and heavy baggage, and Major 
Caiilaud solicited the Nawaub to furnish him with a plirty of 
Cavalry with which he proposed to make a forced march upon 
the Emperor’s Camp and surprise it at night, hut to this 
M eerun, influenced by his jealousy and constitutional obsti¬ 
nacy, gave a direct refusal.t 

The Emperor, now finding that his route by the river was 
likely to be intercepted by the English, who availing them¬ 
selves of the speed of their boats, might get ahead of him 
and occupy the passes of Terreahgully or Sihreeguily, took 
the resolution of sending off the whole of his guns and heavy- 
baggage, and with the remainder of his force, which chiefly 
consisted of Cavalry, striking across the hilly country, to tlSe 
South East; accordingly, on the 8th of the month, then at 
the foot of the Kurruokpore hills, ho changed the direction of 
his march, and adopted this now and more direct cour.se. 
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V^] THE NAWAUJO FROM MOOIi^HKHABAD. 

tlifoiigli bi% and jiinglefj never before traversed by^ an 
but little kno'wn to either his own or tlie Nawaub s troops, and 
to the English a perfect ierra inc&^nita, Major Oailiaud, 
who dared not leave the young Nawaub unsupported, was 
compelled to foilhw; the same course, and disembarldiig 
his troops once more, joined Meerun and ootnmenocd ibe 
piu’suifc. • The route was however a most difficult one, through 
ihiclc jungle of the; wildest description, across unbridged 
streams, over hills and valleys, and through dilScuH apd 
unknown passes i for days together a road had to be made 
for the hekl-pieces, and troops suffi^red extreme fatigue 
and privatipiis, which they borC withoiU. amuirmur ; their zeal 
and exertions, cotipled with the energy and resources of the 
Commander aud his officers, surmounted all obstacles, and 
enabled them to keep so closely on the track of the enemy, 
that on the 22d of March, having passed through one pf 
the most diflicult dofilea, they arrived on, the giound wijich 
the Emperor had quitted only two days before.^ 

But in the mean time it is necessary to look to the stats 
of affairs irvBengal at this period. 

When Meerun and the Major were advancing to Patna, and 
hoiitiilities with Kuddum Hoosoin appeared mavitablo, Meer 
Jdffier Kh&n marched from Moorshedabad towards Rajniahai 
to support his sou if necessary, taking with him the 200 
European Infantry which Oolouol OliVe had originally or** 
dered up to reinforce Major Oailiaud ; these were under the 
ooiiimaad of Captain Spear, who had come round from 
Madras with the detachment in the preceding Kovember. 
Terms having been arranged in the interim, with Kuddum 
Hoosein, the Nawmub's attention was turned in another direc-^ 
tion by the appearance of a Mahratta force on the eastern 
frouticr, under the command of Sheobiit, a chief who apr 
pears to have been ever ready to take advantage of any trou¬ 
bles In Bengal. He gave out that he cai:uo to, support th^ 
cause of the Emperor, and advancing towards Midnapore, 
defeated KhoosbaV Singh, the Navraub’s officer in clnirgo ;,of 
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that province^ made bimself master of tlie neigbbouritig clis- 
; Maarh. puslied forward detaclimonte to Keerpoy fttul Bi«sun- 
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pore; from the former of which ho threatened Caloutta aua 
Hoogldy, and from the latter commanded Burdwdri, and 
secured tha means of joining the Emperor in the event of hia 

advancing towards Moorshedabad. These proceedings cansed 
considerable alarm at that place and inC^alcutta, in the latter 
the Militia were again caUed out, and all armed natives not 
in the Company’s service ordered to quit the settlament it 
being reported that Kajah Doolub Earn, then in Oaloutta with a 
host of followers, was in oommunioation with Sheobut, and had 
instigated his advance. The Nawaub returned to Moorsheda- 
bad, and it was suggested that ho should send a force to, 
Burdwdn to protect that province; to this he agreed, and re¬ 
quested the support of the European detachment under Captain 
Spear, which was not only granted, but 100 Europeans and 200 
Sipabis, with a detail of Artillery and 2 field-pieces, were added 
to the party.t Meer Mahommud Kossim Alee Khdu, the Na- 
waub’s sOn-in-law, was appointed to this duty, with a party of 
1500 Horse ; instead of moving at once to Eurdw^n and driving 
out the Mahratta detachment at Biesnnporc, Meer JalFier Khdii 
ordered Kossim All-ee Khdn to halt with the whole force at Kut- 
wah,which was considered the key to Moorshedubad, as regard¬ 
ed any force advancing from the southward and westward ; and 
it %as with great difiiculty that his fears were suflioiently 
overcome to authorise the detachmentproceedmgatlaet to its 
original destination ; nor did they reach Burdwkn until the 
middle of March. Intelligence was now received that the 
Emperor had given the Nawauh’s and the English tiioops the 
slip, and was rapidly advancing upon Moorshedahad, where 
all was confusion ami alarm. Meer .l affier Khdu actuated by his 
fears, changed his plans daily; one time he proposed tomarbh 

towards Eajurahal and join his son, at another to proceed to 
Burdwdu and oppose the Emperor’s advance with: thev aid of 
the English party, and again lie would resolve on awaiting the 
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eTiei 7 iy> approach and defending the city; finally, he des- 
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ai> assent with a letter to the Emperor^ &(iched in the A;.n 
Tespectfal term and disavowing all wish or intention of 
opposiog tJie Imperial authority. This last proceeding, how¬ 
ever, he kept secret from the Government in Calontta, and 
at their iirgeuh suggestion he at length proceeded in the end 
of March, with hia whole force, towards Burdwan to form a 
Jriactioti with Kossim? Allee .Khan and Captam Spear. Tha 
latter officer, on the news pf the Emperors approac^^ 
reinforoed from Calcutta by with 200 more 

Europeans, tlOO-Sipahis, and 4 field-plecesp'^^ which raarched 
on the 2th’d pf tlie month, having beeii delayed until then 
for want iCf carriage and camp eqiiipage this brought up 
Captain Spear’s detachment to a total of 500 Eui^ppeans, 500 
Sip^dris, and 6 Eield-pieces 20 Europeans, and 20 Sipahis 
were snbsGquently added. The remainder pf the Eorce con¬ 
sisting of about 250 Europeans and 500 Si pah is was held 
in readin<?iss iHider thi^comman of Captain Yorlce, who .had 
now sufficiently recovorc^l from bis wounds, for the pro¬ 
tection of the settlement, or to act if necessary in tlui direc¬ 
tion of Miduapore and Keerpoy.f In the rneair 
tain MaoLeau was rotunviug from the Nortliern Giro’ars wfoh 
the 1st and 2n(;l Battalions of Sipahis, and his moveomnts 
ian4, safety w^ere an ol^oet of some anxiety to tho Govern¬ 
ment, as the greater part of his route was in a measure com- 
mande^^^ by the Mahrattas ; he reached .KhUtaok withv^vhia 
two . Battalions on tlie 2lst of March, where he found in-, 
atnictions awaiting him, advising him of the state of aiiairs, 
imptesBing the necessity of due caution on hjs ruarch, and 
directing him to follow the coast road as far es Balasore, 
from whence h© was ordered to strike off towards the North¬ 
ward and x^rocoed with all praotioable expedition via Midna- 
pore and Keerpoy to Burdw^n, where ho was desired lo 
place himself under the orders of Gaptaixi Spear, or shoidcL 
he have arrived, , of Major Caillaud. .As live Mahratta 
force in the districts he had to pass through, consisted 
almost entirely of horse Ayith<nifc any guns, there rlo- 
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lUvTUKN OF CAPTAIN MACLiCAN’6 BKTAOHMENT. [CIIA 


to fear with his two tried and excollent Batta^ 
lions iu an open fight ; the only cause for alarm was IVooi 
sadden attack, treachery, or a system of harassing the line 
of march; ho was directed, should opportunity offer, to en¬ 
deavor to bring the enemy to a general action, but to avoid 
any unnecessary delay. The Agency and factory at Kuttack 
were withdrawn, and mn.rched under his escort as far as 
Eulasore, whence they proceeded by sea to Calcutta, whilst 
the detachment followed the line of march directed.^ 

Such was now the state of affairs ; the Emperor was adv 
vancing southward towards JBurdwi^n, followed by Meartm 
and Major Gaillaud. The Nawaub and Captain Spear lay 
to the north of Burdwdn on the Adjce River, about eqiti- 
distant from Bimdwan and Kutwoh ; Sbeobut with the main 
body of the Mahrattahs was at Bissnnpoor, and Captain 
MacLean with his detachment was advancing northward 
through Midnapore. On the 1st of April, the Emperor 
arrived within a few miles of the Nawaub s force ; he had al¬ 
ready marred the original and masterly plan, as first contem¬ 
plated, by not striking off to the eastward when he arrived 
in the parallel of Moorshodabad, and proceeding via Nagore, 
Soorec and Seerpore, to that city, which was perfectly defence* 
less, and the possession of which would have done more than 
any thing else to strengthen his power and reputation ; 
i 7 ;)stcad of this, he passed Nagore to Ins left, and proceeded by 
lijtkarakiioondah and Okerrah to Maunkore, near the Ba- 
rnoodah, where he committed the still more serious error 
of halting and hesitating to attack the Nawaub before ho 
could he joined by his son and Major Caillaud, who wei'O 
fast following in his own rear. Whether this hesitation arose 
from timidity or dissension in his camp, has never been ex¬ 
plained, but whatever may have been the oauso, it ruined 
his only prospect of success, t Hitd ho attacked the Na- 
waub's party, the brunt of the uctiou would have fallen on tho 
English troops, for sufficient evidence subsequently tran¬ 
spired to prove that the Nawaub would have made but a 
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lo defence, if he did m)t entire desort or eroii turn 
against liis allies, end Join, the Ernpf3ror,—-with whom bo Ayaa 
then in treaty. On the 4th of April, however, Major Oail. 
land and Meerun joined the^ N at Mongolkote on tha ^ 

A.djee.* .At the prese>it tinie, it is impossiJ>Ie to traced the 
exaet route followed by the Emperor and his pnrauers, but ,y 

the general dire^dlon is olearly ascertoiaable by oertaiu vib ! 

lage^ passed, then and now possessing the same names; 
turning: from the Ganges near the junction of the Mtihanes 
with that Biver, their road lay through Mellypore, Dooghnr, * , 

Opera,haiKliv Lalcarakoo^ Okerrah, from whence the - 

Emperor prooeeded to Maunkore, and the English to Moii^ . ^ 

golkote. Major Oaillaud, immediately on joining the Na- ’ i 

'wavib, detached 200 Eiiiopeans of Captain Spear‘3 detach ' . ? 

inenb UYiiier the command of Captani Fischerj for the do- 
fhace of Moorshedabad, and proposed with the remai,nder of . . • 

the force to attack the united armies of the .Ehnperor and ' , , \! 

the Mahrattas, and either destroy tliem entirely or drive ■ 

them out of the province. The wlmle force accordingly 
inarched on the following day ; on the dth, they made a long 
march to Beerpore, where they ascertained that the Emperor 
was encamped about 7 or 8 miles distant on the other side of - 
the, Dampodah Bivei*, and the Mahrattaa at a little distance 
from him; upon this, the Major urged the Nawaub to attack 
his camp at once; but the latter declined, on the pletV th^^^^ 
the dayyw«s far spent and the troops too much fatigued. Major 
Oaillaud then reexuested that a small body of Oavalry might 
be. placed at his disposal, and a sufficient number of horses 
to .mount the Europeans, witli whom alone he oflered to 
undertake the enterprise, but this also w'as refused.t On the 
following morning, they marched to Belkoss, oppbsito to the 
Emperor's encampment, and endeavored to bring him tb 
action ; the Europeans and Sipahis formed in coliuhns arid 
prepared to ford the stream, supported by the lire of the 
Artillery, which played upon the opposite bank, and was an* 
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sweml by a few diaoharges from enemy's guns; b?,it the 
Nawttvib showed an uruiecOuntable badcwurdness to movo ; 
ill vain Major Caillaud sent to beg that.lie would aentV over 
a party of Oavalry to keep the enemy in play until the Eng¬ 
lish troops oou^,cros3 the streamnot a mati moved. The 
tinn appearance "of the English columns wasi however, suf 
ficient for the Emperor ; he drew off his troops, set fire to his 
camp, and retired with his Mahratta allies to Bissnupoor, and 
tlie English, having no Cavalry of their own and receiving no 
^ support from that of the Nawauh, were unable to follow/ Thtif;:, 
through the apathy,pride, or treauhery, of Meer J affier Kbao the 
’ opportunity of a decisive action was lost. On the lOlh, the 
Emperor recrossed the .1) a moo dab higher up the stream, and 
finding that he had lost the chance of surprising .MopiTshcda- 
bad, and that ho was unable to cope with the English, and 
probably disappointed in obtairiirig the aid he was led to ex¬ 
pect, he returned by the same route he had comoj ^^^^d hastened 
back to Patna. This movement was not known to the Eng¬ 
lish for several days; but as soon as it was positively ascer¬ 
tained, Major Caillaud, anxious for the safety of Patna, which 
was left with only Rani Narain s troops and a small 'ietaclv- 
ment of Sinahis, immediately determined to send a p>arty for 
its relief This he entrusted to Captain Knox ; and Captain 
MacLean’s detachment having previously joined, ho forniod 
a force consisting of 200 ])icked Europeans of Captain Spear’s 
j)^rty, Captain Knox’s old Battalion, tho 1st, present 
ist Beginmity) and a detail of Artillery with 2 six-pounders, 
which started cJn the IGih of April, under orders to proceed 
to the northwaird towards Rajmahal with all practicable ex- 
pediaoru from thence to follow the river ro\He, and when olear 
of tlie Purneah districts to cross to the other side, so as to 
avoid the chance of interruption from any parties of the 
Emperor's troops, and proceed along the northern bank until 
opposite to Patna; when arrived there, to recross tbo river 
and aid in the defence of the city. 

The greater part of the Maliratta force accompanied the 
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'"^Jinjieror on Ids marcl^ uuflej: the command of Sheobut in A; 
, biit a portion stUf reinain the Bissimporo pro^ 
consequence of which, and the generally disturbed 
slate of the neighbouring districts, Major Caillaud and the 
Nawaub remained at Dignuggur for some days, but finally 
leaving a detail of Sipahis at lUirdw^n they proceeded to 
Moorsheda’bad about the end of April, The attention of the 
Nawaub was now drawn towards .Furneab, where Kuddum lloo- 
seit) was again in open revolt, and had declared in favour of 
,, the Emporor, and Major Caillaud having pointed out the ne ¬ 
cessity for immediate and active operations, with the view of 
preventing a junctif)n between the troops of Kuddum Hoosoin 
and the Eimporor, Meerun once more took the held with liis 
own troops, and the English, notwithstandirig their recent 
fatigue3, and the heat of the season, embarked on their boats 
at Modrshedahad on the l<3th of May, and reached Kajmahal, 
the appointed place of rendezvous, on the 23rd * where they 
joined Meeran's force, and thus united, prepared to march 
against Kuddum Hoosein, who had already ; advanced towards 
Piitiia. This chief had coilected a number of boats for the 
conveyance of ids baggage and stoitis, which were held in 
readiness on the opposite side of the river; of this Major 
Caillaud received information, and iinmediately dispatched a 
.Battalion of Sipahis to the spot, who succeeded,^ after a 
slight resistance on the part of the guard left with the fleet, 
in seizing the whole, which they immediately burned, to¬ 
gether with a large quantity of autmiinition and military stores 
that w-as on board, and eflectod their retreat without loss. 

Meanwhile^^ aflairs at Patna were in a very precar,ious 
condition; the Empevor, as already inentionad, was hastening 
back to invest that city, w'hich was ill prepared for a siege, 
Eam, Narain’s own troops were dispirited by their former en¬ 
counter with the Emperor, and the only regular’ force in the 
place consisted of one Company of Local Sipahis at the fac 
tory ;■ two other Companies were distribatod about the dis¬ 
trict, at Sanm, Chuprah and other places, for the protootion 
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of tbe icoiumer’-aal ageiit$ find suIl depd'ta, wtd.these werofiiao.v,' 
all called hi.^ To add t.o thr alai'ta already, , teistiirg in die 
city, inteiligeuce was received of the iiear approacb of Mon¬ 
sieur I.aw and Ms SBwdl party, >vho were hastening from 
Chatterpore to join the, Einperor n this officer au^'ttin'Psd 
close to the walls., but fortunately he was ignorant of its 
defeneelasa Xondition, and of the consteraetiGn that reigned 
within, consequently he never conternplated tlip possihi- 
llty of attacking it with his small force, which, under the 
oircumstanoes, would have been quite sufficient for the pur¬ 
pose ; Mr such was the terror pervading all ranks, that it is 
probahie no defence would have been attempted, Monsiouj- 
Ijaw, however, rqpved on to Behar, where Jearning that tlia 
Emperor , was on his return, he halted and employed the 
time in re-organizing and equipping his little, force, mami- 
lecturing gunpowder, repairing his carriages, mid making 
other iireparations for the expected campfj?gn.t Tiore he 
was soon joined by the Emperor and Kainghar iCh&n, when 
the whole force proceeded towards Batna, which they imme¬ 
diately invested. Tlio time thus obtained bad admitted of 
some preparations for dtjfence ; tire English Sipahis, now all 
collected, amounted to about 300 men, and Eajsh Shitab Sov, 
a Hindoo officer of courage and ability, who was destined to 
occupy a distinguished position in tlmsubsequent history of the 
British connection with Bengal, had organized a small body of 
dOO picked men, who, animated by his own spirit and example, 
proved of eminent service during and after the siege. Earn 
Narain had also assembled the best of his troopd, and allot¬ 
ted their several positions around the city, but their numbers 
were considerably.reduced by casualties and desertions ; what 
remained, however, were of the better description, and be¬ 
haved with groat courage and determination. 

The arrangements of the siege on this occasion were very 
different from the former unscientiiio and diiatory-iproceod- 
ing.s, the ability and energy of Monsieur Law being chiefly 
insti umeutal in occasioning this change: the city was invested 
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Shifts, fiu/I batlcviOS qpeueil with cotisidevablc A P JJi’v/* 

■ ,’ cffeo,^,; ui’ltu'dlvod^iya of ppc^'n t|Lf,u'ichos, Monsieur Law.rosolved ; '■''^ 

., tipvrii at’, assaiih on the isttutli side, hut iho bveauh not ba- { . 

, ifij< j'jcrfuotly pr.‘ictioable, he'siippliedviiis party n'i!h soalini,' ,, 

'•■t ladders, apd having dertroyod the aauktng defer).. s covering^ , ;' 
the point to iie attacked, he made the assault in broau day, and ‘ ''.'iff''!"' 
that in so 8ud;.lea and unexpected a tuauner, that the party 
had gained the wall heforo the alarm was given. At the first in¬ 
timation ol this attempt, .Doctor Fullerton, who had so greatly 
distingui.slicd himself in the action of Musseerapore, baiUesied 
with English Sipsliis to the spol, accomjianied by several ot 
the Gentlemen of the factory, .svlio volunteered Iheir services. '.' 
as ol.Gc('r.s ou the occasion ; when they nrAved, they found 
the ladders planted and some of the French troops actnally , , 
ou the-r.iinparts.; a fortunate .discharge, of rockets, and the 
fire of the Sipaliis, iprickly drove them back, and Rajrdt 
ShimbRoy making a judicious sally, at the same in.omcnt 
from one of the neighbouring gates, took them in fia.ak, 
and'couipellod them to retreat withcousiderahle loss.* A prao*'. 
tioahlo breach was now made on the east side of ibo city, 
which being ellectod, Aloiisieur Law coneontrated bis . Artil¬ 
lery on the wast Side, and commenced a heavy cannonade 
from both guns and .mortars, which did great execution 
amongst tlio biiildings^: to inhabitants, and was rapnlly 
" bringing down the walU in that direction also." 
tho attention of tho garrison, was attracted to this qimrter,' A 
another assault was made, at the brca'di, on the oaslerii side, , ' 

by Zyn*ool-d.bidoen Kbkn, one of the bravest officers in tho . ..ijjhy; ft 
.Emperor's Army, who, attacking the place, on tho morning. .■.viSi&.M it 
of the 28th of April, Bticceeded in gaining the top of the ; 
ramparts and planting his standard upon tliera ; hero ho was-' 
quickly cncouulerei by Foor-dil IChan, a Belooch officer in 
Ram Narain’s .service, who mad© a gallant delenoc, ami the 
firing basing speedily brought Doctor Fuliertot) and his 
gallant little baud of Sipaliis to the .spot, a desperate con- 
flici, ensued. At length Zyn-ool-abideen Khdn fell, bis leg 
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. ivoijig sLaiteted by a musket bu|I, ,an(l liia foUowers,, .diBhc^ar- 
tenecl by tbia oiroomstance> ratroatecl to tbeii* .eritrcDchments, 
earvyrng off - 

N*.>twi:th|tandirig th^'se 8ucaesaes, tho garrison, was /k>w 
oOT^plotely cUsheartene tlio walls were open 1.0 ,05 du’^o* 
tioiF the enemy's arlillery were causing an (bMtruc- 

tioB of life and property, the troops were 
out, and fresh assaidts oiigbtrb expected in any di; 

rection : rumours had also reached the' city^ Kuddum 
liooseiB was advancing to join the Etapero,i% About noon 
a cloud of duet was observed on the opposite side Af the 
river, and the advance of a body of troops was soon dis¬ 
cernible ; this was at first supposed to he the expected force 
of Kuddum Hoosein, but as they approached, the regularity 
of the march, the colour of the uniforms, apd tha glitter of the 
lines of bayohets, soon convinced tho delighted garrison 
that it was an English reinforcement : and as they arriy- 
ed opposite the city, the British colours^ and the cheer¬ 
ful sound of the life and druin> soon put the matter be¬ 
yond the possihility of a doubfcv Boats wore iaimediatoly 
sen fc across thb^^ river with refreshments for the party, 
in which they ^ were ferried across before the pyening 
closed. Tliis weloome aid consisted of Oaptain Knox's 
little party, who, in the incredibly^^^. space of Id' days, 
had arrived from Burdwau, a distance of 300 miles, under 
h burning sun, having crossed tho Ganges twicer and expe" 
rienoed great difficulties and privation. Captain Kpox liim*' 
self had lijarched the whole way on foot, at theUv heach wdth 
a view to encourage them the rnor^ readily to endure the 
fatigues Which ho thus voluntarily s^iared with thcm.f When 
they had crossed the river, he inarched bis party U:irohgh tho 
town with colours flying and drums beating, and tboir deter* 
♦tniiied and soldier-like appearance, in spite of their fatigues, 
diffused universal confidence throughout the city ; }‘unks/ 
(in the words of the Native luBtorian of ihe period, himself 
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to the transaction,) " gave tip their apprehensions A- 
" aho'U an esoalatic and about an assault, and said openly 
‘■' thatnow the English wore vfiihiii their walls, the enemy 
“ would not dare to come to attack again.” At night, the 
indofatigable Knox accompanied by two of his oiriccra, 
proceedod with a guide to reconnoitre the enemy's position, 
ami having made himself master of its streagth and weakness, 
and of the several roads leading to it, he returned into the 
(tity'to take that reel he so much required. The following 
day, he resolved to avail himself of the observations he had 
made, and waiting until noou, when the enemy were, as Avsual 
with Naiivo armies, enjoying their siesta or preparing their 
mid-day jooal, he stillied out with his party, and sudderdy atr 
taoked kamghar Khan’s quarter with so much spirit that the 
troops lied from their intrenchment at the Brst discharge of, 
musketry, and Kamghar Khan himself escaped not without 
difficulty.* Having made himself master of the colours, guns, 
and stores he found in the entrenchment, Captain Kno.x re¬ 
turned in triumph to the city. Not approving of so close a 
vicinity to such an enterprising eiiemy, Kanighar Klidn now 
pitched his camp at a considerable distance/Sud two or three 
days after the Imperial Army raised the siege and retreated 
to Gyah Maunpore.t 

Whilst Patna was thus rescued by the exertions and courage 
of Gapttim Knox, Kuddum Hoosoin was in .full march to join 
the Emperor. Aware that matters had gone too far to admit 
of any reconciliation with Meet Jaffier KhSn, ho had thrown 
hiinsolfwholly and boldly into the oppmsite scale but before 
leaving Purneab, he had.extorted a very large sum of naoney 
from all ranks, and literally {dundered the town and district ;u|; 
by this means he accumulated k very considerable treasure, 
with which he wa.s enabled largely tO increase his force, now 
consisting of 0,000 Gavalry, 10,000 Infantryj and 30 Guns, 
well equipped and supplied. On tlie approach of ileeruu 
and Major Oaillaud, he pHished forward to form a junction 
with the Idniperor; the English and the Nuwaiib’s troops 
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vcinnung in tho directioav^^<^ the soiitKehl btok of tbci 
Oangea. Major CaiHaiul finding it impossi^h^^ to 
ijhn, owing to the saart ho ira gaiaed in advance, aird to hh; 
being well siipplied with baggage cattle, wrote to ' Capti^ 
Kaiox tp endeavour or delay his;< any 

, iviannci^he found practicable ; that officer on receiving in- 
that Kiulddm Hoosein had r^achod Hajoepore, 
crossed his little force over to that aide of the 
j 5th of JiihOi and deterrniiied to cypposc hi^ passage, Barn 
Narain and all the inhabitants of Patna w'er perfeotly as- 
touti&d at this resolution, oonoeivirig it impossible that such 
aihandfo^ troops could lor a .moment stand agaitisf a 
wtfll equipped force like that now advancing 
’ againsd: them ; a reinforcement pf the Ifojahh troops waa; 
hqW^'Ver,.ordered to co-operate, but terrified at the bopeloss 
prpSpech none could be found bold enough to venj:i|;i'o across, 
With exception to llajah Shitab Roy, who joined Knox With 
bis detaclinreirt, winch, as it consisfod chiefly of Of^valry> was 
Biost acceptable. At night, hearing that ,tbo epemiy hacl ap* 
profmhed to xvithla about lu miles of ins cafop^vG^^ 
proposed;to Shitab Roy to march early/the following morning 
and hill unexpeetedly tipon thorn day>broak, to 

which the Rajah readily acceded, and sobn after niidrughfc 
they eturtod; unfortunately their' guidO; lost hie way, and 
they wandered about in the dark for some hourfe when find¬ 
ing that day was breaking and all hopes of a siu^prise cpnse- 
queritly at an end, they returned to earnp. Scarcely had the 
troops had an hour’s repose after ibis dutigaing march, 
when the advance of Kuetdum Hgosein’s army'^^"appeared 
in sight, and as their columns debouched on the plain, 

- it w^as evident that they were more liiimerons than had 
bean rutnoured or supposed ; but Captain Knox, undismayed 
by these formidable odds, left one company 'Of Sipahis as a 
guard to the camp, and advancing towards tlfo enemy 
took up a good position, well suited to his limited rnean^, 
arid there drew up his little force; consisting of SOO Euro ¬ 
peans, and a Battalion of Sipahis, which deductiif^^ 
guard and probabio casualties coxdd not have excoeded 800 
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Held niocc8, (having added 3 at Tatna to hiy onguial a: 
detail) and 300 of Slatab .Roys Cavf^lry* Tlio Piirnenli 
troop;<, as tlioy advanced, filed to tiie'nght and left, and hav¬ 
ing couiph.'ioiy surroiuuied this httlo hand of heroes, com- 
meneed the at(nck, which lasted for six hours ; dnriug the 
w’hoio time, coliiinu after oolumn of Oavulry (diargcl <lown 
on the Englisli detachment, which steadily received thorn witii ' 
a discharge of grape or at the point of the bayonet- On one 
occasion tin: little party were nearly ovorwholmed, but a 
brilliant charge of ilie Grenadiers of Knox's own Battalion 
'repulsed the enemy and saved the party. At length, tired 
of these fruitless attemptr-?, which, had been atiencUa] with 
consitierahio loss, Kaddum Hooseiri was com pel led'’’fh'Retreat, ' 
leaving behind iiim 400 deaai on the field, 3 .Elepharu.s» and 
8 picaics of cannon, which fell, into t)ie iiands of the victors.f'l 
Not contented with this success, Captain Knox continued to. 
'follow up the retreating enemy until eveiang closed in upon' 
hun, capturing a number of their amnutnition {urt.d)nls,^, 
which ho blow \ip on the spot dpho loss of the English'’ 
on tliis oociisiori was, under the oitvunrstances. rennak- 
ably small, consisting of only 16 Europeams killed ; tlio 
number of Sipahis is not stated, but it was probably propor¬ 
tionate to that of the Earopeans; ns they u[)pear t<> have had 
Uv.ir full Bijnre of the conflict:—of the nurriber v^onnded' 
no record is Hvailable ; only one officer, Lieutcimnl John 
' McDowall^ app(’)oi‘s to have fallen in this affair. At the ob^iv* 
mencemonfc of the action, a puny of Kuddupa Hoosein'f^ troops 
attacked the English camp and destroyed the smaH pan.y 
. left to {^tnrd it; the aHVighted camp Ibllowors fled to the jiver 
side, nnd gettinff into the boats stationed there, paushed over 
to Patna, bringing inielligerce ihat the Eoglisli were anni|i^ 
bilated ; tlm teiTar-striche.n inhabitants wero conseqneudv 
astonished to hear the sound of n continued catmonrule, and', 
to witness thf3 explosions of tlio captured tumbrils, but sullh 
though ibeso oircurnstaaces denotod a protracted resistance, 
they never supposed that any chanco of victory existed; uud 
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tv l^ScC^wlien at night Captftiti' Knox and Shitah Boy arrived'hegriincd 
‘ i.vjth dust and siKibke, it was Ibiig before they oo'ald persimdo 
their heareyS that the eneteffhed been completely defeated, dr 
that tViey IhemaelveS were not fugitivesfrom a disastrous field. 

' • When tlfid truth at last broke on them, theit joy "knew no 

boTluds, and from dhat day the English acquired a reputation 
for detdrfhiitadbn'^^^^ that dki thcnf'r^opH servide 

in many : a subsequent action. The eondiict of Shitab Boy 
on this dccasioq was admirable, ttifil Oaptaiii Knox; was lavish 
- . in praise of the courage lie had displayed and the exertioris ho 
had rhade, and from thenceforward his characler was held' in 
high esteem by all ranks of the Englisb.* 

This'%rdtant and remarkable aotiStt bears ho distinguishing 
, name ; but it appears to have taken place near the site of 
ivthe present village of Bheerpore. The troops engaged wefo 
S' ’/ 'portions S/ the .Bengal Artillery and let Bengal EiiroBdali 
Fusileers, witJr the whole of the present Ist ECgiment of Na- 
nilve Infantry, ' v' ■ i; ^ T 

Captuin Knox havingnhidehis report and arranged for slip- 
plies, returned to his detachment and oontinued to' follow JEud'^ 
dum Iloosein, who having been thus baffled in hi.s attempt 
to join the EmpetOr, directed his route to the north west 
through the Ohamparun district into that of Befctialr. On the’ 
2‘2nd of June.Meeruti and Major OaUIaud arrived, and Captaih 
Knox’s party were then relieved and returned to giiyrison Batria. 
Kirddutn Hodsein having been defeated by the smaller de- 
tacbmerit, felt himself no. match for the foore 
now in pursuit of him, and oohtinued to adv'ance wiih all 
praoticahle speed, intending to cross the' Gbgrab higher 
up, near the Nepaul Mountains ; but being impeded by liis 
artillery and aii immense quantity of baggage and stores, the 
English and Nawanb's troops came in sight of him on the 
J2!5th of the month Ho imrhediately halted and formed his 
troops, as if determined to hazard an action, taking up a strong 
position covered by several villages and a large grove, and 
supportod by the whole of his artillery, which were drawn up 
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Major Oaillaud iiximetliiitol}' pre:,'.arc(l to attaokj an(J a, 
si)Mt,to Meeruo to ha;^ton up witli Uia troops lu support. , lUe 
eneniy B giifis opero;^^ on the EivgHsh as tlioy udvanced, 
replied with hut witbou' their dine, 

hontiiuiing to pu on iu tliis clatermirfed raanner, they a anus] 
iiid/villages and groco, when tlio eive.'ny Hod hi a body, lead¬ 
ing behind the^ pieces, compri'jiug Lb.e whole of thdr 

' artillery, a larg^^ of arirnnaition and stores, and all 

thoir heavy baggage.It uow appeared that Kudduin Hco* : 
.seia,a sole object had been to keep the Erigliv'i'i in play, wldlst 
ho transfiu’red his treasure and more valualile property from the 
, caniageB on which they bad luiheno been coaveyed, to E)e* 
phahts and Oaraels, and carried it otr with him. The young 
iSfawaub and las troops on this occasion behaved with worso;, 
ihah their usual vuiscondiict, reaniining about a mile m the roar ' 

, without filing a shot; had they joined in the attack or had 
their CEvavlry fpllowed up tlu) retreating enemy, the tretiiSLn'C. 
Mcoulii not have been carriod away; which treasure, tlioagh 
..pibbablY not nearly so great as th|credulity of the English ■ 
on tlihs subject led them to imagiae., must still have be^^u , 
consiclerable.t 

Bui no entreaties could induce Mieoran to iiff/jard a partyp 
in advance for this purpose; whilst the Kngiihli, bavin.; no, 
Oavifiry, and fatigued with uu eight hours' mareii prior lo iho 
action^ .were unable to attempt it. JSl'otwitlistanding liioso 
discouraging ciixnimBtaace^ tho Mojor dotermined to curry 
: ore the which he did for several days, the track of 

tlui fugitives being plainly n by the quaiUity of bag- 

: gugo left behind, ,and it is probahlo that liis persovevaiicc 
ws>uid , finally have been crowued with fuieocss, but for an 
awful and unexpected event which completely deranged ids 
plans. Oa the night of the lihid of July, the periodical ralms 
were'Usl|erad in by one of those storoH'-^^ so common at that 
season in India. The troops^ were encamped yU; a large saa) 
forest at the foot of the lulls, seiitmred about wherever room 
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DRrrH 'OF HKjbUl'CN’?' 


M:’wl«j =’i|ffQi'ae(3 foi-‘tht:ir tente. The violence C'^V;UK^.stoi'lv; ,h4'<^ 
indacedt'i^ii't'cr'iw-t'O I'liut l'***^’ large, tent he usa,ajly eecnpied, , 
','' flril taice' up ,l:Hta|^alters^,i^^J^^ si.nall ehookuvree, >thet:i, semi- 


iiig for ott'iii ,of : liis clomeslioa to eluiiupoo lus lirobs;, Avlii.lat 
a .Ktory-tolier was teciting some-tala to.lull him to &loej*, the 
tsrit was fitfuck hy j'igl.Uriing, ancl'in a nionient, togetb,i?t, w.tth 
' liis followers, he Isty a blackeuod corpse,* 'i’iuis perished 'ifser-. 
.ua at the age of 21, who, in the short iitterval o<: three years’ 
autboritf, bad mtlubitcd ultuost ev'|jry vice at)d every weakness 
that coiibl disgi’lroo hlunaii nature,—rash withoat courage,.5> n®! 
and stispieious witltout oiu’.se, fieklo'iii bis .regards and vindic¬ 
tive in bis dislikes, ftilse and .treiickeroua, without an object, 
av.siioious svitbout economy and extravagant without liberality, 

, .'e'ens'ijd ii) the worst and lowcot sensa of sensuality and luxu- 
' riouc wit.iioi.)t taste, possessing all the vices of bia predeces-; 
SO! Bo«)nij-oo-I).:)wl.il.,. wiamnr, any of the. personal ndvaj-itages 
or any o':' i.lte .redeeming traits " in that un.forujnate pr'ince’ii 
' character. In a word, a nioiii?tor w.bo vyas only ||jauitaiiiod in 
’ pow.er and exisleuco l ''.tbo .Buiglisb jufluenee ana Ijiijlisll 
.arms, lies demise wus a cause of generrJ njoicl ig, tbo i i.c'o 
so that,, after bis deatby, a los.g list vvas found, cob tain in g 
, .the names of all the best md most influential ebi'^fe :in 
''the country wlmm ^be bad marked out for subsequent cio.s- 
■' tructi'O'n.f 

Bomb of lii.i. servants entering the 
cident, dicoovered the three liioless b./dics. kit'unaUo.ti vviis 
iiiimediibciy conveyed to Miij.or (Juibaud, -lost no time) 

‘ in maki.!ig tbo besi'arrirngements b'o coin'd under the cir- 
■ enlkstanoes. In an Indiim' army, tbo doutk of the Icudei' is 
gw:ieral}y the signal for tbo diasolution of hi.s force, and 
in tlm mutinous azid discontented spirit of the Nawaubs 
' troops, at the time in heavy arrears, and having ot,lu.!r icauses 
of ooi:npbii,nt, sueb an 'event was the more to be fendd.! I 
some immkdiiue at.id judicious measures wore not auoptea. 
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MA./OH 'C/ULL/iUB IlE'VUr.NS TO PATNA, ' 'f]0;>'': 

?^6aillaud iam>o'dia'lely sent for «uch of tho Xamiitb*^ / 
of!>cov:i he knew "to bo well inxclinecF to tho frlnghsh, ia- 
terest.a, communi'>atod to thorn >,bhe' catastrdpbo ihat-liX'd, 
occurred, and iH'dioited their kocpiag tbe troops ' togetiior* , 
3,'hrough their inliuenoe, ?i,up[Ky,rted by x>'romis()3 on the part, of 
the Major that he wonid 'roj^ort the condition of the forco to 
the Nawaub aud the Knglish G-overumeht Calcutta, with a , 
View to obtaining the liquidation of their arrears, the troops 
were retained. to> their sPiudard;—a most foiTTinate circivtu- 
stanc.fi, for . had they di3})ersed, Uie entire |/rov,ince''W'ould 
have been left at the mercy^of the Emperor and the Nawanb 
, of , PanieajK Major Ouillaud was invested with the commiiml 
of the whole ibree, pending the receipt of orders rro.m IVtoor- 
. iihodabad, and a brother of Raja,h .Ram Naruin waB ai^sociatcd- 
with him in the charge of the Durbar troops. In the ijondi- 
tion and temper of the force, the Majpr considered it.iuwlvis" > 
nbio to continuo the pursuit of Ruddurn Hoosoin, or. to under¬ 
take any .further operations and jmmcdiakjiy connuenoed his , 
towards Tatna, Uildng the of Bothah by tl,io wnf, 
in order to compel the Rnjah of that distriefc to pay up oertaitii , 
duo to the Ma.waub's Government, which in the imrry.' 

' of tho jjdvaitcw^ there had 'UOt been leisuro to enfoim I'bid 
(lono^ .tha united farces oontinaecl, thefc march to Patru-K ; 
wlun-e they arrived ou tbo of July, having suflored, 

much p'UJonvemeuoc from the periodical riU.os,, which had ae,t;. 
in vvjitb, nnusmaJ. violence for f^omo time previous.'^'. Oa.avrin ’ 
••veh the troops w quarters iu -the city and 

factory, and the 't)o,nq)hign closed foi?*''the Bcaso?u Tbo 
.. Empei’py was now.jn position, on >tlic Soaoo, and Kaiugl;ar., 
Ehaa was busily occupied iu levying coutribations in the divd 
tricthorn all tij.o neigUbouiing Aciuindars and iandhoiders. . 

The promises of M,ujor Cailituul bad succeeded for the tiuuv 
m parxiplly pacifying the Nawuubs troops, but now that they 
had arrived at. Putaa, there appeared liulo prospect of any im * 
modiafe peiyjuerit of their long arrears, the oonscvquenoe was 
thoirdiscontent increased, andmiuiboradosortod jhkI joined the 
Eaiperov. Even the Eaglieh troops wore thi'co or foar mionths 
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^upVimpin arr^Ri’^ aiacl suf&rhig consyeraBle iacoavenionce ; i?oino of 
*tUc SipahiB oaugbt the iufection and de8<artod Major 




Caillaud exertocl himself to |»roopre iundfo\an^ bring tho troops 
to order, but hia arrangements were interrapt:3cl by a summoM 
to prooeod without! delay to Calcutta, to meet|clr> Tans 
now Govoraor, who had arrived in the latter 
M.advas. Ho aoQorclmgly resigned the.oommaBd; of 
to Oaptaia Knox, the next senior officer, aiuhqMttedj 
' on th«; 31sfe of August, prpcfaeding to Calcutta witiv allpraeti- 
cable dispatch, where he arrived on the 10th of September.^^ 
I'be condition of the Navvaiib’s 'arid Gorapaiiy ■» in 

Ifengal was a matter of serious oonsidoration, and rcipiirod 
the immediate uttention of the new Governor. vThe adminis^ 
tration ofMeer Khan was deeidedly vinpppid|^ through- , 

out the country, hia own follies and expesses had weafcvmod 
the Guvernment, wlnlst the atrocious cruelti his son 
Meerim had oxcitec! a general fooling of dread Wrd disHke 
ampngst all classes. The inhuman jnassaer^ of neatly^ ail 
, th,eV’rolBtivos' of' tlie :I>^eceding^,■3oohahdar^^ hath been 
collected and retained prisoners at Daepa, was the oro wil¬ 
ing act of Moeriin 3 atrocities/ arid it reipa litflo 
of imagination to believe with the natives historian of 
period, that this foul aiE had filled 

ties, and that bis own quick succeeding fate exlnbited the 
indignation and pumshment infiicted by Provi^^^ such a 

njonster. Amongst those who fell in this rnass&re, were the 
two diiirghters of Ali Aferdoe/IOidn, Gaseqtah^^^ Ameonah 
Begums, the ibnner the widow of Shkli Ahhvdd tho jat- 
tcT the widow of Zyndah Ahonid Ifhfia,,aod mother of Rooraj- 
00 dowlah; Morad-oo-.Dowlah, the son of Khoolie KbAn, and 
adopted son of Shah Ahmud Jung, and liOOtfqon-Nissah, tho 
widow of Sooraj-oo'dowlah, with her infant djuighter. These 
were uU cruelly murdered under Meeruh’s nrdert^ in the month 
of Juno : some alleged attempt to favour the escape of Moz'ad- 
ob-r/owlah being the only plea for this act of atrocity.f The 
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%jialfetXess and critaea of the I)iu‘bar led to revolts nnd distur’ 
bailees in every quarter, and nothiiig but the Engheh inflir 
once mi^Jntainod the Nawaub oil the 

But what more Seriously affected the Governmeiit in Calcutta, 
was the fact that the misruie and extravagance of the Nawaub 
and his son had so conipletely exhausted the treasury and 
the resouiees of tiu^Ooun^^^^^ only did a oonsfelor- 

able portion of the earn originally promised by the tre4t^ 
of 1757, Btiil remain unpaid, but the expenises of the troops 
which had for some months been in tho field, cohtinued 
uridischarged; nor could the most urgent solioHations elicit 
payment from Meet Jaffier Kbda; whilst so exhausted was the 
•treasury in Calcutta, that there were literally no means of 
meeting the current demands. The enormous sums paid 
by Moer Jaffier Kbdn soon after his accession, were in a great 
measure beneficial only to individuals, the sum stipulated 
for the Company in reality covered little more than their 
previous lossei^ and expenditure, and a large portion of it 
was at once reniitted to the Madras lh‘e$idency, to defray the 
expenses of tho war in that quarter : whilst a general im¬ 
pression of wealth was created, which led to the entortainment 
of extravagant establishments, and luxurious and expensive 
habits were introduced throughout the services and the cbm- 
munity generally; ilio revenue of the territorial aoquisih 
wore not nearly sufficient to meet the additional cost of the 
increac^'id Civil and Military establishments rbrKlered^^^^n 
sary, and the very successes of thb Company seemed likely* 
to entail their destfhetion. The credit of the English Go¬ 
vernment was at a very low ebb, Mr. Hoi well in vain endea- 
Toured to procure a small loan from the Juggut Seths,'-'" and 
the machinery of Grovernmont was only kept going by heavy 
drafts on England, which i>,laced the Company at home in a‘ 
.most difficult polition, and very nearly brought the Court Of 
Birectors into tlxe Gazette, cotnpolling them aotiuiHy to appVy 
for time to meet the amount of the bills drawn upon them 
as they became due. 

Ml. Hdlwcll, during his short GovorntBOiit, Ivsid seen the ne- 
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t 0 SHily for some change m the of the vSoobah ; 

tlai'ce, ariid AVIV'S openly dispoBed to remhve Meer Jiiffiei* Khun 
from his situation, partly from prejudioo and partly foom a 
ivatural: oonteto for the character of the niaru On the 
:val of Ivtv/ Yto former Genlloman, when resigning, 

his and preparing for his depainitre tO England, laici 

befcve the Council an abstract of the state of aflTairsJ’contain^ 
ing much truth and sound sensC) though fsomewhat coloured 
by party and personal projadioe. in -which th^ vices and weak*- 
, xH'?i^s,of'the Nawaub and his soiYAvere e’xhiW ; their various 
Instances of treachery to the English lorclbly dwelt ;npoin, 
particularly regaKled negociatioa with the Msrhratt^s,^, 
the Dutch, and nm with the Emperor; the iheffi- 

, ciout state of th© existing governrhent of the'province^ 
its iihuses, unpopularity and coBtinued disturbance, clearly 
shown; and finally the ruinous effeot of tida misruJo. upon 
the Ootnpany's alMrs ivas pointed out, as also tho« absolute 
necessity for some immediate and tadicai cliangeri^ 

Such was the difficult and perplexing prosp 
new Goveimoi" found avmting.^h^^ arrival; one of his first mea¬ 
sures was^ as already stated, to send for Dplbnel Gtiiltaud,.witb 
v'hoiii he had been personally acquainted at Madrasy and on 
vdK;se integrity and experionoe he greatly relied. Thif ofliicer^ 
[who found the intimation of his promotion frorn 
to the ranh of Lieutonunt Colonel awaiting his arrivalj had 
advocated the support of the existing Government as long as 
was practicable, but ho novv felt oonviuGed bf the, necessity,fpr 
a change in the administration of afi’airs, as he saw plairdy that 
no reformation or improvements \vere to he'expectod from Meer 
Jaffier KbAn, Ho recommended a plan somewhat similar 
to tliat previously entertained by Mr. Hbi'welly for entering 
'into a treat/with the Emperor, reducing the ,,N to his 
leguimate position as an officer of the Ooul'iof Deibi; corn- 
polling him to cede certain districts to the Oompany for tho 
payuient of their claims, to diamiss some of his more, nbr' 
noxious ministers, discharge a largev portion of the rabble 
army he rnaintained, which was a very heavy drain on his 
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s, end' generaU;}' to iruroduce .reform: and t A,., 

iiito Ills 

^ 1-iut in the moao tiniOj affairs were fast approaching a crisis ; 

OB intelligence being Meerun's deaths tlie troops at 

Moorshodabad had.brok^ opori and serious niutiny, 

sealed the Gi^M;eer Khan s palace, invaded the 
saiiGtity cu’ hi| Z|xiat:ia, loaded him with reproach and abiisei> 
and threatened not only^^h administration but Jus life j for 
two days the whole" city was in a state of 
order, and tranquillity was only restored, by tho ihterv 
of Meer Mahommud Eossim Ailee Khan/the Nawaub's s^n” 
in- law, ’^Adio brought aboiit an acoomrnqdatioh with the troops, 
proouriog a promise for the early and fuU payment, of their 
heavy arrears, 'for which he himself became responsiWe. ^ 
!fhis appeased the tumult for tho time, b,ub discontent and 
disorder still pervaded the whole force* At Patna, on the 
departure of Colonel CaillaiiJ, the Nawaub's troops stationed 
there became more uBcontroilable tha7i over, their clamours 
and disaffection were loudly had oontinually proclaimed, wiiilst 
great numbers of them from day to day deserted to the Em'- 
peror- In every district of the ©overaraent, open indep 
dcBce or a Bominal ftdheieii to the cause of the Kmperor 
w^ere proclaimed, and the whole country was, one geuerahs 
of anarchy and 0 ^^^ 

After the mu tiny at Moorshedabad, Meer Eossim Kh4n , who 
had j)Tev»oa$'ly been an object of dislike to the Nawauh, 
owing apparently to some jealousy on the part of Meernn, 
whosOfOWn sister ho bad espoused, now gradually obtained 
the favour of Meet Jaffier Kb4n,, and as the constitution of 
the letter was infirm, and his remaining children were 
infants, Meer Kossim 10,urn was loo.ked upon as presumptive 
heir to an impression Svhich, if Meer 

Jaffier Kha’v <|p not sanction, he did not attempt to oppose* 
Meet KoksIui Khan was now sent to Calcutta on the part of the 
.Hawaiih, to welcome the new (Toveruor, and to arrange other 
anatters of business, and being a maa of very, cpR^idcrablc 
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■v5i)/i!^V/shre\vdues;j apd ability, mil acqutdnted with the stj^te of 
ajud the ppipiona and views of the English, he played 
liis cards with such skill, acknowledgixig the existeiipa of 
evils of the 'iidrn poiruing out their causoSi the 

ipeans of improvement and the obstacles to reform,, that be 
Avai5 looked upoji m the Attest person to restore the efSoieucy 
* of tbe .Cioverximent; and on the ^7th of September 1700, 

treaty was entered into betv/een him and the, Seleqt Ooni- 
inittee^ fey which it was arranged that ho should he apppinted 
the'Nawaiib s possess the whole- power and in- 

lluence of the Government; but that Meer Jafiiorlthan during 
Lis life time, was to be permitted to enjoy the personal advan- 
ta,ges md the rank and honours of Soobahdar, with a Uheral 
allowance lor his state and mamtenanee : that Meer Kos^ 
Kihan should receive the support of the EngliBb: and the 
aid of their forces when required; that all arrears due by 
Meer JatFier Khati should be promptly paid xip, tlxaf the 
penoes of the force should be regularly discharged, for wblcb^^ 
purpose the districts of Burdwan, Miclnapoia^f aud 
Averc to bo assigned to the Company, \vho were fo sustaip the, 
lasBca o r obtain the proA ts that might accrue befcvveen the 
revenues of these provinces, as realixed, and the sums for which 
they were given in assignment. Other advantages to the Ooui- 
party were stipulated in the treaty ; a quantity of jewels that^liad 
been pledged by Meer JatBer Khan, were to be redeemed by cash 
payments without delay, and one-half of the Chunarn produGed 
at Sylhet,w^as to be allowed to the Company on purcluise, free of 
all dcdieSj. vvhich alone afforded a coneiderablo revenue,; np ar> 
rangem.ents were to be made with the Emperor without the mu¬ 
tual consent of the contracting parties.^ Other terms, thqagh 
not included in the treaty, were understood as binding the 
action of batta on Oaleutta liupees wa,s to fee forbidden, Viud<^i;‘ 
severe penalties, throughout the provinces ; thJ'in-armed an^ 
insubordinate labbie composing the greater portion of the 
Ndvvaub’s Army wore to be reduced, and the force phroed uppir 
a lintitod hut more eflScient footing ; Meer Jaffier IChhn's ia- 
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m, Keenoo Ilam^ 'ilolnin Loll an<il' 0h(5ekooiu, a '^vt '6{^ 
. ■ niu-^nial iipstarCS who hucJ rjionopoiizocl' I'learly the xholo 
of the rcverjzo aclntiaiHlriition of the countr}^' were to be 
Jiycharged, and a rigorous and aetii)^o 'f!yste!ttf of Gover^i- 
, Bierlt introduced tl.«roiighout tlia Provinces. Nor were the 
' personal interest of the Members of Lhe Select Commit"' ■ 
tee forgotten;—^thongh no precise stipulations appear to 
Inrvc been mucle, liberal presents wore promised ])y Meor ' 
Kossbm Kiife, and n.otwitiist.anoli;og, an affectation of coy- 
and rdtiotance in accepting; diem cli Im irkstulUoioiVj, 
when, infhkt, he was unable to provide tin? rieaais, they wero 
considot'ed as si ms which ha was pledged to pay when able# 
and which before very long, vero actimny received. ,Thos^' ' 
Bums were severally as follows : —to Mr. Yansittnrt as Govenior 
and President of the Select Connnittee, 500^)00 Rapees; 
to Mr. riolwei!^ 270,000; to Mr. Sumner, i-?." 5,000; to'Mr. 
McGuire, 255,000; to Colonel Oaillaud, 200,000; to Mr Cul¬ 
ling {Smith, P.ld,000 ; to Captain yorbe, 184,000 
' , The receipt of these presents,—a disgraceful case of plunder 
W'hich even the loose idetis and practice of the period eamiot 
extenuate,' — was maoh the most objectionabie part ofthe tranu- 
action, as it gave an undoubted colour of personal interest, to 
what was otherwise defensible afLa measure of wisdoia and 
neceiseity. In justice tb Colonel Oaillaiich however, it should be 
i^tated, that although ho ultimately received the benefit of the 
arriingement,, he joined conscientiously in the original refusely’ ,;:: 
arid can scarcely be considered as a party to the transaction, as 
■ Ms ’dcare of the donation was received by Mr. Vansitturh after'''' 
Iiimself hud left ‘Bongal, and was transmitted to his agents in 
iSogl'ind, from whom he first learned that siudi a mm 
standing at creditt 

' . ■Freaminfirie'«j^, being novr all arranged; it only rernained to' ) 
carry the contemplated measures into Cxecntiou. - 'Vi 

Moor Kossim Khdn set out from Calcutta on tlie 20feh 
V-'fff S days after signing the ireufcy, and pro¬ 

ceeded to 'Muorshedabad to prepare for the approaching . 
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IT'"/' 'NKfefOOTATl'ON VVms^'^M.BEU'JATFrEXi KHANV 
■':tl:i6 liiac]' of.^ OctobeJP^, 

i'OiorvcH Caillaud started, proceoding to MoarsheJabacI^^^^^to 
'.'^awy marches^'aceo'xopatiied by a detw'bmp^^ tbo •eonp 

iri^:ad’ of Captain York who had previhiisly appointed 
, iV/wri'' and Fort Major; "{the first occupant of tbat 

/ aitvtaliou.) This ddtaohment was coixi[r)Osed,.i)f 2 Companies 
6f tha .Earopeaii Battalion, the Ist or Oaplain Jennings' 
Company of Artiiiery, with 4 F'ield pieces^ and the 2d Batta* 
,j;jpn of .Native :fnfanti 7 V then oomnaancled by Captain James 
Tfibby‘ who had succoeded Captain Macbean, and who 
retained tho command of this. Battalimr as long as' it existed,, 
iroin which eu'’camstatic(h it was geip'raHy 

To obviate any suspicion in the mind of the Navy aub, 
it Avas given out that this detaoiiment was intended to rein- 
force the Army at Pafcna.^ On fbo i4th, the: whole 
r'eached £oasimbazar/anrl on the foliowirtg day, Meer Jaflfter 
Khdi) paid Mr. Vansittart a visit, when a lohg do.u% 
bnsued, in^ the latter expatiated on tho disordere^^^^^^ sjtatO 
of the CO no try, the deficiencies of the revenues, thb malve.taa- 
tions of the Nawaiib's favourites, and the dangers threaten 
the Government and the whole province. , , To this Meer 
Jafifior Klidn listened attentively, ackaowledged the full 
extent of the evih?, promised oomplianee with the rushes or 
directiouB of the Eughsli Government, and expressed, his 
will in gb ess to accede to the introduction of any measures of 
■ reform that might be considered necessary. M.r. VansiUart, 
softened by these professions, appears to have waverod in 
his resolve, and after advising the Nawaab to consider atten** 
tiyely what he had said, and recomnmnding Meer Kossim 
Kh.4n to hiB notice as the most fitting Tninistor and oond- 
jator in the projeciod reforms,, he bade farewell to 
Jaffie.r Khdn, who immediately returned to his palace arid 
closeted himself with his old ministers ajid ihVburitis^K^^ 

Earn, Mohun liOll, and Cheekocn ; those men excited his feats 
and indignation against Meer Kossim Khi(in and porsiaided 
Mm to resist all propositions that the Governoi?' might 
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■?O^^Jl^o Ifiih, ti^c Govf^rnor returned the iSi)Uvavil)’!=i..vi6it , 
iiitcrviaw svns mo.ndy one of Ihrni. On the evening oi '' 
i ^'■',1), Meer-Jrti.aer Khan visited Mr. '^•fansittari> by appoi'ntnior*t, ' 
todi.seiies and >nTange matters’; the Inttor ugo.in p'iarccV 
ruinous stcUe of Mairs before the NawuuD, jrnd nubn'.ittou 
tiiroo official dogoixien is recapitulating these comphiints ancV 
embodying, tho subBtance of the wishes of tho Kngboh ' - 
Government. With great difficulty Mr. VaaBittart povsa/vd'.'d ' 
the Nawaub to send .for Meet KossimKhati, but ot.' the an'''‘n4\/’ 
of th e I niter, Mom: <raffior Khan treated inm with such 
disiilxo and jealousy, that it was evident, UTiiess tla.; povvor o, ' 
tlm Deputy was tuade absolute, wo reform could be iniamducodif.,, i, b 
'.Meer JafEor Kbdn returned to Iiiy palace on t|.)o othc.r side , ■■ iv,; 
of the river, and Moor Kossiio Kha.n with great jnstioe pointed 
out that -.raatters bad now gone too .fer for his own 8afoi}y 
and tiiai: unless ho tvas vested with abBoliito power m the . 
ndministruiion, as originally intended, he must decline, al] 
int'r.i*l'ercuco and rotiro from. Moovshedafod for his porsond 
BCiMn'jty. Mr. Vansittart could not hot acknowleclgo the 
truth of those slaf.ernents, and it wats according-;;' resolved to- , - . , 
carryout tho erifinnal plan.^' ihiu- 

T)i 0 IDdr was allowed to the Nawaub for consiJorafcion 
and reply to tho letters addressed to him; but no ans'-vny, 
boiiig recoi ve-d, Oolonel Oaillauu proceeded betyreen d ilikI 4 
o’clock on tl)o following morning, wi.« b Captain Yovkc’s delach- 
moht, crossed the river and joined Moer Xossim Kbdn’s .foro>y 
when they together surrounded tJiu Naw’aub's pidace boro.re 
daybreak. The English deUicbnient was dr.awn up in ilie ^ 
coudryaiTl without oxciting any alarm or disturbauco, l>ut the 
inne,'^ gates were shut; Oolonel Oaillar’d then sent in a ieiior 
irom-fho Governor, containing t.lio fmal propositioiis for tiio 
removal of tl.io tdiree obn-ixions favourites, and t!io iv:'<ign«- 
tioii of the culiro acUainistratioti to j\feer .Kossiin Khan, as 
his Deputy and successor. On. receipt of tlieso propoBal;,, 
the old Nawaub burst into a paroxysm >1 ruga, and gave liis 
decided rofusfd 10 the proposition.s, anoonncing his intention. 
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t(> and abide las fate I'afcher tlaaa . 

with: theai. Tho Colonel, liowov;,.\r, foi^bbro 
as the Nawaub's rage became e:ibausiodv the represehtatioos 
;d' at\d Lasliiagton brought him to h luoro 

raiSotiablo sense of his situation. He at length sent for the 
Oolonoh and though he remained inflexibio ,h his, dotermi** 
iiaticn not to accede to the term^ proposed,vdecli^ring , that 
he knew his life would not bo safe for a day, wore his son-in- 
law invoiSted with the whole authoritjr of (?rdvernment, he^ at 
die saufe, time his readiness to resign the admi- 

ai^tration entirely, to transfer all the ensigns of authority 
,,td Meer Kosslm Kh^n, and to retire to a private station imdox 
the protection of the Oompany. This alteruative was aocoptod 
at onee^^ the I^owbut sounded ia honour of the new Sobbahdar, 
wl.o was immediately proclaimed thronghout the city, ap 
the old Nawaub came out to the Golonol, declaring th#t 
his life was in the hands of that oliflcer. Boafe were 
mediately provided, on which he embarked at once with all 
his property and family, dodaring that he would not trus; him¬ 
self in his palace, to the mercies of Meer Kossim Kh4n, for 
even a single night : at his own roquest an European guard 
was posted for the seourlty of his person and property in the 
boats, and on the following morning he started for Gafeutta, 
escorted by a Company of Europeans and tw'o Coinpames 
of Sipahis, under the command of Oaptain Tbomaa Bobcrt- 
son, A couple of hoiivses were provided for himself and 
suito at Gbifcpore, and a liberal allowance settled upon him 
byMeer Kossim Kin'in.^ Had the old man possessed;but a 
very tittle philosophy or common sense, he Ayoiild have been 
infinitely more happy than amidst the cares ancl troubles 
his former exalted but precarious sitimtion ;--r^and though 
he may not exaGlly have felt this, he appears to have heLi 
content in his new position. 

In the mean time Meer Kossim Khan had been seated Tipon 
the vacant Musnud and invested with alh/ithc usual j^sigm 
of the Soobahdaree under the title of N^ssej^^r-oo^Mo 
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$!l.-ii£Ataz-oo dowlnh, Meer Mohom.mtul Kossim AUoe Kliiia, and a.^ ^ 
Kiisrnt .Tang. Tho Governor and all tlio ■ English officers 
gave him their congratulations and the usual coniplimenta, '■ Aj 
and all the. offieor.s of tho Durbar and the principal laen <3? 
tljA city Jiasteiied to do the same, expressing their jov at 
tho change that had taken pJneo. > o ' 

' 'Meer Kossim .Khan was now Kawatib of Bengal, and 
a few words regarding his cluiranter as then known and sub' 
ueqnently developed, way not be out of place. He was a , 
jnan ot considerable ability, far above the ordinary ruu ol iiis 
countrymen, active’ and energetic, an excellent jpan of busi-, '• 
nesa and attentive to all details hiatself; he was shrewd 
of quick ciiHcernrn.3nt, expert in cstim.ating the oharacte^^'’-,T 
of tbo.se with whom bo .had to deal, arid where his own iin- 
modiuto interests or pas-sions were not concerned, he appears 
•to have had tho good of the province generally at heart, and 
•to have admhnstered tho government both in the Jmliciui ., i 
and Kevenue departments with vigour and jn,slice ;~*bat, on 
the other hand, he was violent in his passions, ambitious, 
avaricious, and unscrupulous as to tho means ho employed tp 
gain his ends 1 he was, further, deficient in physicsJ courage,; 
and cruel in Ms rcjsento^^ although indebted to tho Eng- ' 
lisli for his rise to power, he was, jealous of their inflaence 
./■and dreaded their encroachmontfi and growing ascendancy. 
|t|fUnder more Ibrtuhate oircurastances he might have proved an 
:,.'.able,df not a, good ruler; as it was, his pride was wound 
■ cd .and his passions excited in: the earliest stages of his au- 
ministration, which, though marked with ranch abii.,ay, wa.s 
stam’ied with treachery and cruelly that long roudered hie 
name a bye-word to English ea,x'e. i 

But to revert to his aooession to power :--he know ihtU • 
every thing depended upon raising funds to meet the demands ‘ 
of the English, .who were not likely to bo patient, nor to be 
very particular a.s to the means ho employed, so that .the, ■ 
result was salbfucfovy ; it -was also neccs.sary that the 
inoors of the Army shouid bo silenced by tlm early payment of 
at least a portion of their arrears. Tn addition to tho terms '. ‘jr 
t, •. he had agreed to.,in CaleiitU, he had pledged himself on oh- :■ 
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rtaiiung the Boobahdatoe, to advance 5 kjchs of rupees 
^Company for tiio e:a: pences of the war on tho Coast, whefo 
money was iirgenily i'equired. To Jijaoet all these demapds;^ 
he fotiod in. the treasury only about 50,000 rupees, and plate 
nncljewels to the ariiount of between 3 and 4 lakhs mbre ; 
the latter .wereanimediately converted into coin. The revenno 
ncoounts were, in a state of inextricable confusiorirand^^^^fe 
1)00 Bam, Mohtm Lall, and Oheekoon, Avho bad .moiiopoli^sed 
thb sole management of this branch of .affairs, cleclaixai itbu 
very little was due on this' account to tho Treasury ;~but 
J.V|eer Kossirn ithan thought dlifcremtly, xmd^ h these 
hidividuals in ids power, he speedily made them disgorge u 
considerable jTOtiou of their ill-gotten gains, stiipped them 
of their authority, and confiscated their estrates^i ;. anti 
rowed the same course with alb their subordinate einployfo* 
By this moan,% and by a. somewhat rigorous exercise of hi» 
fnithority generally, ho procured means to- satisfy the 
at Moorshodabad, to advance tV;^o and half lakhs to the CoBi- 
pany for remittance to Madras, where it arrived moat oppoi- 
tuuclv, and to make over 7 lakhs of rapee.s to Colonol ';Gail- 
iaud for the payment of the troops at Patna, of which were 
for the English detachment and 5 for the NawauB's army/^^ ' 
l,u the meantime, whilst this revolution was in progress. 
Major Garnao arrived in Bengal and hastened to join the GovoTv 
nor and Colonel at Moorshedabad ] this officer had emlMtrived 
for England with liOrd Clive, but on arrival at 'St. Ileleiia, he 
received intolligeno© of hia appointment to the command of 
the Bengal Troops, with tho rank of Major, in the room of 
Xvfajor Oailiaud, who was at the same time promoted to tho 
rank of .Lieutenant-OoIoue], and directed to return to the 
Coast, and assum-etlie command of the'Madras Army in auc- 
oession to Colonel Lawrenco. Major Oarnao immediately 
returned to Bengal, where ho arrived in the middle of Octo¬ 
ber. ’Mr, Vansittart, however, directed that OolonerOaillaud 
should for a time retain tho general command, as the semor 
officer, and because his services and experience were required 
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'soUley Pleasures [bon in con¬ 
tain plation.,, 'C ^ a ':7 

Colonel ORiliaucl started for Patna or the 4Lb of NoTomber, 
ivitb llfas mucb required supply of reoiia/, mcc ;)rnpanie(l by 
Major Oarnac, to whom it wasai.mingaJ be should inajke over 
the 'JoaujAand .as., soon as matters wore in a tolonvMy settled 
condition, .Mt; Vansittart left. Mooi\sbedabad o)j the same day, 
and arrived at Caloutta on tlio 7rl] of .November, Captain 
Yorke btungleftin charge of the detuchraeru iit .Kossiinbo>:ar 
It should be mentioned hero, that prior to the .(inal com- 
pletion of tlie treaty with Jdreer ,Kas.si7ii Alice 

Khan in/Oulcutfcti, Colonel Oaillaad propo.sedj on the rd2d of 
September, a modification of the European p^.u;tion of the 
force, which then amounted to' about 1200 Infantry ; by 
whii'li it was arranged that 2 Troops of EivropeanDra-’ 
goons and i of Hussary should bo formed from the In.faTjtry, 
as also two additional Oompaihos of Artillery, and tl.ie re- 
mainder of the force reduced i.o 10 Ooinpaniofi, includiiag 
2; 0.ret)adier Companies* This aiTangcmont as .regarded 
the Arullery, vas novor carried into eOecl, l>7it .the 8 Troops 
of C.'ivalry were ordered to be raised, thmigh on u reduced 
scale, a ru.] the best men were selected ior the piirp-ose; the 
csi.abiishmont of each I'roop.of Brugoons cGiisistcd apparently 
of I Captain, 2 Lieutenants, and 1 Conurt, with dO non- 
comnussioned, .rank and file ; tho HuSvSare, wlio also acted 
as a Body (liinrd, of I lAeutenant, I Cornet, and 80 non- 
coiuavis.sitrned, rank and file. Very great difFicuity was ex.- 
perienced i>n pioouring liors(!B for mounting t.liese men, and 
their nambers, oven when cOTuplete, vvbich they never vveic, 
would have been too weak to bo of much soxvioo ; thc oou" 
sequence ww, that the elBoicnoy of the Infantry was greatly 
impaired by the forrnauv>L of a most expensive bony of 
ail)u'>st nominal arid perfectly useless (hivelry. 

On returning to Patna in the end of July prcvi'>us, Colonel 
Cailiaud having experienced throughout tho ca.my)aign tin? 
great want of a body of Cavalry, had ccunmenoecl ra.ising two 
troops Mogul Horse, each consisting us appears iiwm an 


* NitUh R'^port of the OoviQn.>it,k-e of Hocxvcy# pp- A 


TS-C. 





^tl^earty return of 1 Russikkr,3 Jemadavs. 0 


i>ivrsi'ON8 IK COUNOIL- 



peters, i Nisban-burdar aud 90 Privates; whiph for^ 
also on aa extravagant scalp of pay; vvas found use 


several ocoaaior‘H> and was subsequently largely iuci*ea 8 ed^ 


■Nk; jiiiiropean Officers or Seijeants appear to been attach- , 
ed to theae Troops in the first itvstanoo.^ - 

Mr, Vansittart on his arrivjil ivi Galcuttft^^ the whole of 
the proceedings connected with the recent rovolutinn befor© 
tho Ooimoil, whon the measure was assailed by a strong and 
unexpcoted opposition in that body. Notvvithstanding thn 
obvious advantages already obtained; and the ialproved pros- 
poets held out by the change, the personal iaterests of the 
opponents lod them to condenxu the whole proceeding; aiid 
a scries of disgraceful disputes coinmencod, which were final¬ 
ly productive of the destruction of many of thos^^ 
and of the most disastrous consequeudes to the interests of 
the Company generally, from which they vvere only re 
the gallantry of the Army and tho ability of its loaders* 
Foremost amongst the opponents of Mr* Vansitturt, who 
was rendored generally unpopular by his having been brought 
from another Presidency, was Mr. Amyatt, the senioi* Mem¬ 
ber of Council next to Mr. Hoi well, {who was on the eve of 
departure';] this gentleman never forgave the fact of his own 
sUpercession ; he was supported by Mi\ Ellis, who had just 
ardved from England with Major Caroac, a inaa of viejent 
passions, and who took ottbnoe at Mr. Vansittarls refusaLto 
0 ,ppoiut him to succeed Mr* Amyatt at PatuSi, a situo/tion 
which was conferred on Mr. McClaire ; Major Gmiao joined 
this party, his pride having been wounded by Mr* Vansit- 
tart's resolution to retain Colonel Oailland in the command 
of the troops until affairs wore settled* Mr. Smyth and Mr. 
Verelst also took the same side, considering tliomselves 
Blighted as Members of Covmoil in not having been officially 
informed of the arrangements in cn)nteinplation, which wore 
entirely condacted by the Select Ooniinittec; 

It is also but natural to siippo.se that all these parties fidt 
somo annoyance at finding therusolveB excltided froth sharing 
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pecuniary advantages accrarag ironi the revoliilipni^ 
Mr, Vansittart however puaaessed the majovH.y in Connoih “ ‘ 




> . being enpported by Mr, Birnnnjr, Mr/Mx^Giiirc, Mr. Haeungs> 
and Colonel OaiPand, , > . 

After Colonel Catllaud*s departure for Patna, measures woro 
for roduciug , the several disturbed districts .Into subor- ; 

, (linaiiorn Captain Martin Whko was sent with a detachment of 
I Europeans and Sipahis and a detail of Artillery to Midnapore, 
i‘5 ',' which province he speedily brought into order after very little 
resistance, and leaving a detail of, ■ Sipahis for its support,and 
Vi g- coutrou), and re-organizing the local Corapanies stationed 
there, he praceoded Northward towards Beerbhoom, the Ibijah • 
/ of vvhicdi fxrovince was hr open rebellion Jn the aioantimeg 
Meor Kossua Klitvn had hiuisulf advanced from Moorshedifoad 
with a considerable ft»rce, supj>ortod by JMnjor Yorke’s fietaoht , 
nient,, with ti view, of bringiag that district, as also the province 
of Bivvdv.an, into a state of tranq^ivillUy and obedienf.e.^’ 

The Omnp was fox vsomo time forrned at Boodgaon watching 
the movements of the Beerbhoom Kajuha troops, vvlio had , \ 
taken up ,a strong position in i difficult part of the coirritryj, 
near Kerv/ali, where, under the command of Assud Zeman 
Kh^n, they wcu’O intremfieoil to the uamber of ti^OOO Horse 
and 20,000 Eootr On asooiiaining these ,oi.rcurn.$^i:anoes, Gap- 
tain Yorke wrote to Captain White, who was then encaaipeci 
to the NortlwYard of Bardwan, acquainting^h the „ j 

tore a/, ui strength 0 the Enemy’s }>osition, and. diroctihjgy(fJ 
hinrto to the .North-Jfaist and 

upon their rear, wliilst ho engag'ed, their aUention in, front' | 
with Ids own and the Nawttub’s tvooj)s. This duty Captaih' b; 
White executed with sucIa oelorifey and skill, that ho completely 
surprised the onorny, wdto, confident of ,tlio strength of their 
position, never oxUicipated the possibility of any attack in tito 
rear, -md conseqvreruly were ignorant of his approach nruil 
they found the Eogliyh, party in the centre of their enrnp. : ,v; 
confusion avKl consternation was then 
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and the soued of the firing scrying as a signal for Orq 
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he odvanced with his detaclimeBtvfolio^^ a|,3oriio 

distariee by Meer Kossin), Kh^u’s troopff,, and enrriod 
lines without difficulty ; the Enemy av ere oonipletelv d^heated 
and floci in all directions, after Buffering very heavy los^ 

This victory efrootually broke the power oi the Bforr 
bhdom Rajuh, and whole province, as well as that of Bardwan 
was speedily brought into a state of ohedienco aiul, ti’an- 
quillity, ■V.../. ' \,, 

The conduct of his own troops :OU this occasion couviheed 
Meet Kossim Kbdn. of their utter inefficiency, and he im* 
mecliately set about a reforni of his ariny, in whichvthough no 
soldier himself, he was emiitently sv•l0ce9^fful. 

In Oaillaud lKi,d amved Patna 

with the Avelcome supply of money for the troops, The 
English detachment; was at once paid up, and the Nawaiib s 
Army received a portion of their arrears, but the whole suar 
, was, too heavy to be liquidated at once, and unfortunately 
the spirit of cUscontent was not eradicated from amongst 
• ' them*' 

. One of the Colouers first measures to reinforce tho 
party loft at Mongheer under iinsigh-Tolm Stables, a young 
ofiieer of great ability, who had come round as a volunteer 
from Madras with Colonel Caiilaud, in Noyember 1759, 
On the arrival of the reinforcement, he was directed to 
attack the Kurrukporo Rajah, who still remained in open 
opposition to Meer Kossim Khan’s authority. His dotadi- 
rnent when complete, consisted of 9 Gompanics of Hipahis; 
n party of about 50 or 60 pseudo Europeans in tije 
Nawaab’s, service, composed of renegade deserters, Arme¬ 
nians, Portuguese, and Topasses, Avith the f Troops of 
Mogul Horse, making a total force of about miO men* In 
the beginning of December, the Eajah hearing this rein- 
; forcement sent his Bidishee with 8000 men, Hors^ mul Eoot., 
to. oppose the party. This officer encamped about 3 miles 
;fx‘om Mongheer, intending to make an attack the M 
day ; but Ensign Stables hearing of his approach determined 
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‘ him, a’iJ hin .little parliy andor Ic 

at: 0] <;’‘dnck th-e i;OX‘. iaoming be vr.’ii‘<.*liecl iO' s’jrpriBe ' t;ht.* 
onom’\’a camp - : 

The alarm hov/cve?. S])oedily /ip^c'.acb d ha found the 
cnamv /-’voagly poated mider oovei of an oio u'it.vc:'V 2 h • 
':noat ; 'jur, lie db^ \iv.t hesitate to aM,«ek l,he^Vj^ aod fv'e.d- 
ly succeeded iiu'o igli die galhurtcy of Uio ehpuhis i:i 
foraiiig tho Carnr^ at tho ],>oiat o.f the Layo'tJct> fii'.i’ pi'-Udri;:' 
the enemy to ilight ; in this a-ffiiir he lost several men, hat 
opwarus of 100 of the enemy lay dead hie intrenehmoot.d’ 

By this time the day v/as beginning to bi'oeby and fin.dhog his 
men in high apirita and hushed with their saeces'g ho deter; 
mined to ihllow no Iris blow by advancii.ig diteolly upoi' 
t)ic Riijahh p^^ailion at Kurrukporo, a distance of orboul iti 
miles hirlhor ; ho accordingly sent forward hb Cavalry an 
pureuiC of the fugid 'cs, and advanced more steadily witit his 
Iiifanuy. A her about 4 houi"^’ro.arch, tboy arrived ‘'ilhin 
three miles of Kurrukpore, whoro they ioiind tho Ihdah' 
v»osted to oppose them vdtb his wiiolo force, in do ding hio) 
•'iigith'os froia the inornmg's attack. Ensign Stables appears 
to have inaco an excelletit clis|josition of bis tittle party, and 
atbackin;>; 'he enemy’s flank ho soon, put the wliolo to tb'c 
ro uhg ami tot lowed them to the villa ge or town of Kiirriik 
pore, when they rallied and made a deBperate stand fn ire- 
Rgjah’s palace ; but here ^dao they vvore again completely 
defeated, though not without loss to the assailants, who 
having dApersed/tho enemy, set fire to thn to\vu and pnlaco 
avid iX'dneed the whole to ashes.J 

Tl'io ibliowiug moaning they :returMed to Aronghoor,, bavlng 
ill ono dav, ruiachod lipwards of 20 miles, been engaged throo 
times, and completely destroyed tho force of an enemy tendoid 

their own nmmheiv-.vi yiroceeding that upoedily resulted in 

the Bubmmsionof tho RAah and the reitdralion of tranmniih.y 
in the uibirict. This,gallant aflair iho mak;ag ofErmlgu 
BtublcA fortune ; being a pvotogoe of the Colonel, that officer 
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jnado a very fiivoimthle report of his cotiduOt to the Conneih 
who tvaBsuiitted the report witls a further reeot:Bmcr/&tion to 


the Court of Directors; thh latter body expressed their sense 
of Ensign Stable’s conduct in very strong ternas, and that 
officer having risen to the rank of Captain in October, 1760, 
and retired from the ^service, in January 1709, was in 178J 
appoipted by the Court of Directors, a Member of Connoil in 
Dengal, on aoepuht of the high reputation he jmssessed.* 

Coloiiol Oailldiid omployeci the short time he was' at PtUua 
ill reorganizing and equipping the force stationed: there, but 
bis presence being urgently required at Madras, to take the 
command of the Company’s forces at that Presidehoy, vacant 
by the retirement of Colonel Lawrence, be left .Patna on the 
fllst of December for Calcutta, from whenoo be proeeoded to 
join his new appointment.f 

Major Oarnac now assumed the pommancl of the Bengal 
force, and that officer determined npion an immediate aUack 
on the Emperor, who in this long interval of rest, had cohsi- 
deiubly increased his power and military strength. The fact 
f'f having been soiong able to maintain his ground had added 
to his influence, as also had the feeling of veneration .still at- 
tachocl to the Imperial name, whilst the desertions from the 
Kawaub’s army had contributed materially do strengthen hi.s 
force. 

Dis head quarters were established at Behav, but Daoud’-'» 
nnggur on the Soane, and Gyah on i.he Fulgo, worfoalsp od- 
oupied by large detachments of his troops, and the revienuea 
of the province were collected in his name up to within a few 
miles of the city of Patna. The greatobstaele to Major Oarnao’s 
operations, existed in the disorganised and nintiuous slate of thq 
Nawaub’s troops. In addition to the five lakhs of rupees Golo* 
nel Caiikud had brought up, in part payment of their arrears, 
the Kavvaub, upon afurther representation from thatofficer, sent 
three lakhs more with Nobut Roy, who was drdered to examine 
into and settle their accounts, and he also made arranger 
meats lor the remittance of six lakhs additional id December, 
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■nary, aiul Fcjbrujj’y, for the oxponso of the united ibrcc;^, jU 
}ku, inmibordinfttion onco introduced into m army is not * ‘ 
easifv e.radicf\tcd, except by tbe most 's^voto moasureB; and 
t)io jN'invaub’s troops, no\v hHbitA)ated to oJarnour and , dis¬ 
co ri tents, continued to exhibit this feehng after the "rcmncls 
for, corimlgilt t were either removed or in evident and im- 
.merlmte course of renK^val* 'iware of, this state of iqeliug, 

Major Oarnao wh,eu, be Imcl made up bis mind to march, 
addressed them on the subject, ra^fxested their Co-opermion, 
poinfcod out that- their circumstances would not be improvod 
by remuraiog at Pntmi; where suppiks wt.re daily becoming 
more scarce and expensive, and that theh' best obanco was 
to move into the districts now oeonpied d>y the enemy. To 
those arguments tlmy turned a deaf oar, alfboogh it was 
pointed out to tboun, that by ro(iisiiig to march they for-' ' 
felted all chums to the JSFawaubs conskloratlon^ and to tlio ,, 
portio.) of'tbeir arrears still due. The Major therefore de*- 
teniaued to move with his own troops only, tlduking it mont 
than probable that the left alone vrould {nduce 

his to 

correct, for they 

liiur ou tho first muroii.’^" Ju the mean time, the Emperor 
had coucoutrated his force at ifeliar, wher^e he was joined by, 
Kamghar Khin, Rajah Booniad Singh, and sc.veral olBoers 
aud Zemindars of iailuence and distinction ; but Ufjjfihs 
PulhAin Bingdi and Bui wiuit Singh held aloof from a jea¬ 
lousy of Kiungluxr KJuim .who exm influence 

oyer the Ib'operiTr On tho 15th of January 1761; the Eng^ 
lish and Xawaub's troops arrived on the banks of the Bla- 
Jmnoc, or lather ,a branch of that River, uboat 3 cosf? west of " 




i:naroh, also 'antioipafcioa proved perfectly' , 
oy immediiUaly ibllow'cd his example End 


Kmm 






the city of Belmr, near the Tillage of Sa<ui/('w'hen they found' ' ' 
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+ ATili placcr^a the* soeno of this auuoa Gyah, mirOed hi 8^11 probahUUy by th^ ' 
su'bgcqvieat negociation tnhiHg plaoo neav Uiut tovvu. lieutenant journal 

plac,;?!? h on tlio rivi'r Soano, bin this is ex t.'leutly a mispHut, as ftiK'nvn by tin?’;'; 

context, and nipk . a^^pochilly by the foUowiug veinerk, t A I'ivor whioh rurtti’’;,' 
abo»it 3 coRs wi\st to tbo cAy of Bchar;’' it is pi'tybabla thftt tin? sm-am oa tbe( ■ 




banks of Nvliich it occ.^U'i’ed, was called fmm the vilhvge close to Ui.‘ posi Aa, '';; 
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The 
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tlvj 6uan, which, by a typoj.rrA|;hi''«l enov, hay passed, into tho, “ So(tm\'*% C 

hmK\i uf (he siiwun iu rear or ot» A at villag-e is novv called ihe Banowry.t' 
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the K»up«ror's troops drawn up in position on ihmoppo^^^ 


^ side^ llu3 E AiTillery imder the oommaiid of Captain 

Bmdbiidge, immediately took up a position olose to the 
stream, and opened their fire upon the eiiemy, under cover 
of which the Major crossed over the whole of liis own forev^, 
v'hon the enemy retired without offering any opposition,? and . 
took up a fresh position’ at some distance, protected by 
several ditches and bankvs; this m excited a mYspi- 

cion m the Mtijor^s mmd, that some treachery was intencled 
by die NawaubB troops; but as thoy remained to their 
origiaal ground on the Western bank, he oonsidorod the 
river a sufficient protection for his roar, and as soon as his 
Artillery had cj’ossed, he pushed on to (hive the enemy iixm 
their new position ; this was abaudoned, as soon as the Eng’- 
iish had arrived within musket range, and adofcher occupied 
. in the rear eijually tenable, from-whito like 

manner driven to a third, wlien having unacootmtably .relin^’ 
qUlshed these aeveral advantages of ground, thoy fitially drew 
up in toiertola order on the plain. The Major now formed 
his iroops for attack, the Europeans in the centre, with a 
Battalion of Sipahis on either flank, having the guns in the 
intervals, and the remammg Battalion of Sipahis, with the 
BmaU body of Cavalry in a second line, as a reserve... . The 
guns pushed forward and opened their firo to cover the 
advance, when just as a large body of the enomy'.-^ Horse 
weie preparing to charge, a luc.ky shot from doe of the ] 2'* 
pounders wounded the Elephant on which the Emperor was 
mounted, and killed the M.'iliout, when the beast smarting with 
pain, and freed from controul on the loss of his driver, iminedi-* 
ately turned about and rushed towards the rear, Creating 
general alarm and confusion,^ Taking advant,age of this oil- 
oumsfeance, Major C-arnao formed liis Artillery in one battery 
to the flank, and under the cover of thoir .lire, ^\lack wa 
delivered with admirable effect, he pushed forwa,cd with the 
Tnfantry> before which the enemy began gradually to recoil. 


and finally broke and dispersed in all direotiorik. The E 
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.a^wiinod to pursue thein, but speedily came m couiaot Avitii A. i). 

'. V V 1 - •/ n T . . ‘i&tiu JiW. 

Monsieur l.iiw, wbo, VvMto ius partv, had talcoa up a position ■ ■ 
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to cover the ixitroatv This gallaiit and able officer^ apparent¬ 
ly weariod of the hopelesa and tousoaie life he had been lead¬ 
ing for the last three years, aeems to have m ule up Ilia niirid 
to Diake one fin stand on this occasion, and 

oiiher 'to succeed or perish in the attenipt- The Engl/sh im- 
mediately advanced against .this clciachment, whiciiuwas drawn 
up in, line, with tlv^ir Arullciyp consisting of 6 
frontthe' Major whose owr,i guns were in the rear, pusljicd ■ 

' orx Steadily \vith the infiuitry ; columns approached, ' 

the .French gium operiod upou them/but fuiiunalely at such , ; 
an clevaiicn that almost all the shot Hew over the h,oad$ of T* 
:;.r.:'"lhe KagUsh, who .closed upon them^apidly but' steadily 
'' ^Aoaidvred arfUi^f without attempting to return a shoe, and 
/. leaving a party to and captured guns as they 

passed^rushed on to encounter the o('.French [nfantry 
hut tlie .latier, astonished at this cool^ and dotermination, 
brO'Ice .atonce.and .. fled in ' dis.o.rdo,r, , ieayiug ■MousioUr''';^^^^^ 
with 13 or ! 14 of his officers, and some 50 men who stood by 
their commander aiul their colours. This gallant little band 
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of gerHleincn ancl soIdie.rs appeamd'detaiunu^ to sell their ' v -i 




lives dearly, and prepared for ik, desperato resisUace ; buh 
Major Carnao with Captain. Knox and the other Eag.lish 
Oflioers, respecting this spiihpd ccmducthalted tlieir own men 
and advancocl alone to tho little party, raised their hats and 
salutecV^^^rt^ the courtosy they Bieiitcd the Major 

. then requested Mhasieur Law to surrender, pointing out the 
utter hopele-ssness of resistance and the inutility of attempting 
it, when all had been domy that slrilLo^^ could eiltcf, 

Monsieur Law re|dio(;l that if porinitted to surrcuciv^r as they ' > 

1 _11 r. _ ....'..-I ' V - . * 
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’'vere, he w'ould agree that theybe considcrecl.prisone 


rs '' 


of war, but that he would only give up his swo,rd with his life 






iiey.';' 


Anxious to save the lives of such brave men, the Major readL 
ly consented, and Monsieur I^aw and his officers gave tboni* 


^selves up, but were 



permiited to 


retain 


gave luuju- ^ 

their swoids ; 
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the ISiigiiali Officers immediately advaiiceii towards .them 
shook thorn by the hand, compliine/ited theni on 
duct, and eutertaiiied thorn as friends in their own thnts,, by 
which conduct tiujy raised their reputation, even amongst the 
Native powers^ far more than they had dope by their most dar- 
ing hardihood and success.’'<^ The English were too tnticli fc , 
tigucd to follow up the retreating enemy, and no support ebuld 
he obtained from the Nawaub’s troops, who, had kept, careIblly 
in the rear during the whole action, The consequence was, 
that though tlm victory was complete, the Emperor was en¬ 
abled -to collect his beaten troops and retire with 
little dmiinished to the Northward of Behar. The , Corps 
engaged in this action were a portion of the European 
hdiou (now the ht Bengal European FusiliersJ ; the 8ud 
t.’ompany of Artillery, no longer in existence, the 1st Batta¬ 
lion of Sipahis, under Captain Lieutynant Broadbrook.^^f^^^ 
ike 1st Regiment of N. Lj^ the Brd BattalioB of Sipahis, 
under Lieutenant WilUam Turner, subsequeBtly deBtroyeci; 
and the 4th Battalion of Sipahis, iiudar lAeuteihtnt Hugh 
Grant (nom the fith Regiment of J.f together with the 
small details of European and Native Cavalry. 

Tho Hlmperor nowr proceeded Northward towardsTlie Gaiv* 
ges, writh the apparent intention of pushing for Patna, which 
was left nearly ivnprotectCd, and thence to the Soaue; but 
Majoi* Oarmic, suspecting this design, by forced marches got 
between him and the city, and thus coinpciled him to turn 
cmoe more to the southward, through the districts that the 
exactions of his plfi,cers and the excesses of his troops had 
nearly devastated; the consequence was, that the Imperial 
army wae reduced to ex|.reme difficulties for provisions, and 
numbers began to desert. The English, whose arrangements 
for supplies were better managed, followed close, upon his 
track. Immediately after the action at Suan, on the 15th 


♦ Ironsidt-'s NmTative, 24-6. For til-? Native: vcv^ib^ of tlUa 
vide Appendix 0-—This? Monsiem L».w wliose adveutiil’ons cai'epr «hvays exhibita 
him ir U>e HglJt of a. gratlant sdtdiei'«nd honomde gentleman, wa^ a son of Uie 
famoas .John. Law, iho St'otch liriaacier to ttic .French Service, better Aiiown as 
“ Mi:r:sissipi Linv.*' 






FCnSUIT OF Tif,E EMPKBOE. 





'%P%iuii-ry,. the Major ’had^ Shitab Boy to <he a. mt. 


Empeitori to open negociations and ofFor terms, but owing to 
the ascendancy of Karngluir Khan, whose interests wore op¬ 
posed to any'pacifioamirgem these ofiers w^ero rejected ; 
Shitab Roy on taking hb leavd of the Emperor eiptessed 
his regret at tlvc faiUira of his misslo^^ and that 

he felt m His Majesty w'oiild himself /fdiortiy 

seek those terms of pacilication, which he now refused, 
and Atonld not find them ; or if he found any at all.» they 
woali fall sliorfc of those now” proffered, and not redoiind 
much to His Majestyb honour and advantage/’^ As 
thus foretold, so it speedily occurred ; by the dif 

fioultbs of his aituation, the falling off of his/followers, 
and the harassing and unwearied pursuit of the English 
force; the Emperor on the 29th of January sent his Bukshoo 
Fyz Oolali Kh4n to the Major to enter into terms ; MajVr. 
Garnao replied that be was n6t authorised to enter into Hm 
details of any treaty, hut if as a preliminary step, the EiU* 
peror would dischurge Kamghar ICh^n, the prime movex^' 
in these troiiblos, and would immediately cross the Soam‘ • 
with, his troops, ho would refer the matter to the Conncii 
ill Calcutta, would himself suspend all hostilities, and Rajah 
Ham Naniin should afford the means of siibsistcnoo to 
the Emperor whilst , he rexnaiUod on the other 
Soane. In the mean time, the English relaxed hot ih their 
pursuit, and on the 2ad of Eobruary they came up with the 
Emperors camp ; the IflUer drew out his troops in prepa¬ 
ration for action, but sent to Major Carnac reqaesting 
halt; instead of complying with which, the Englbh force 
advanced to the attack, when the Emperor and hia whole army 
fed in oons’:ernatioiv and his Majesty proceeded upwards 
of 20 miles without halting. This measure had the desired 
effect, the unfortunate Shtih Ailum immediately wrote to 
express his readiness to enter into the terms propo.s©d, 
dismissed Kamgliar Khun at once, and offered; to I’cpair to 
the English camp in person, if permitted to do so. Berceiv* 


January, 


vM 


, Sicr ^Zutaifiheriw, vul, % p. 160. 




THE mwnOli PROCEtibS TO TaTNA. ['OITIAI^ 


ing that ths E.mperor was lulltod 

hisibrce, and aftar‘ varid&s a 

moefcrng took on ■ ^ 0th of Eobruai'y between 

Alluhv an Major'’at a spot situated betwoeu the t?/o 
carnpSi at no great distauco from Qyali ; on' the Ibllowing 
day the Emperor yisitod the ‘Et%di$ir camp^ wher^ lio was 
treated witli eveiy^m compliment and respect, and was 

, so' well pleased with his reception,V that on the;8th of Fob^ 
roary, ho came ofor and took up his resiclenoe entirely wnth 
the English, pitching his Camp close to their s. It was now 
agreed that pending instructions from Galcnitta, all hostil 
js^hpukl cease, that Shdli Allum should bo treatecl as EmperoT 
of Hindustan, and that he should be allowed by Bam 
Nurain IjOOO Rupees a day for lus siibsistenoe*^ These 
objects having been thus happily obtained, the Major s next 
was to bring the Emperor to Patna ; and/ accordingly, 
haviug Wt a .detachmeut at Gyah of ^ Gompam^ of 
European Infantry, 0 Oompanies of; Sipahis, a desail 
of Artillery, tvith field pieces, and one of the 
troops of Mogul Horse, the u'hole under the 
of (laptain Alexander Ohampian, together wfth a consi¬ 
derable portion of the Nawaubs aimiy under Bajaii DooJub 
Bam*, for the protection of the soiithern ^ of the 

province of Behar, ho cohimeneed his anarch to 3?atna, 
where he arrived with the Emperor oh th'^ 'lith xW February. 

' The latter established his quarters at Bankbepore, and the 
English detachment encamped between him and the city 
nottc the Western gate. It had been arranged that Shah 
AHum should take up his residence tn the Oitafe, but from 
this he was deterred by the apprehensions of his*f^^ 
who suspected that some treachery was meditated; at Imigth, 
tirod of these delays and excuses, M Oarifac Tefa^ed 
fQ see him except iu the gorfc, and tlu'eatoned a suspOn- 
sibn of his daily allowaapo' if of susjM- 

cion contiiuied. This hi);B had tba desired efiect, atid 
on the 22nd of the month he made his entry into fhe 


• Xi'0tt3ule’(j. Nurvative, vi> 
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attendod' by ilia officera and principiil follow<n'S aid 
V^OO Mogul H due. prticadtioha, liaving been taten to 
p-ovent aiiy Satisfied ,at lust that no injury 

tO' his ppsdri vvas he now urgently uequosted 

that (Hiih might b and the hootbah read in his name^ 

which acknowlMgment of his bitloj coming from the English, 
whoso power was now feegimrihg to bh imderstood 
pi;ct<Bd throughout the country, would, ho stated,, be of the 
groat^k advantage to his cause, would raise the spirits of his 
follower# would fix the wavnriug, and iiiduoe many parties to 
dtJolarein bis fMmnr. He was also most desiroins to persuade 
the Elnglish to embrace his olahas, and support him with a force 
to enable him to advance upon Delhi and take possession of 
his capital and throne ; he represented that he had been 
tuokaowledged by Ahmed:Sh4h Abddllee previous to the with¬ 
drawal ol that Monarch Hindoos tan, that many of the 

priocipar chiefs were ready to join lum, that the power of the 
Mahrattas was copiplotely diroken by theiiv recent tervibla, 
defeat and slaughter at Paneepufc, on the 7th of January pre¬ 
ceding, and that with the Englisli assistance he wascettain of 
su'ccoss.v. >He also begged for an increase to his daily stipend 
which he represented us too small for the support of his large 
establishment arid force. 3^0 these requests Major Carnac 
and Mr, McQuik, who bad now arrived at Patna ns Obfof of 
that Agency, cl eclated their inability to comply without orders 
from Oalcatpi, but the| took upon tliGnjaelres to inorcaso his 
stipend by an aticiitipnal. daily, idlowance of SQO rqpeos..^- 
The prospect of ao advance upon Dellii and the advantages 
to be expected ii'ctii restoring the Monarcli to jus throne, 
appear for a monient to have of the Obunoil, 

and to have been oonaiderod as feasible, bxifc it was finally 
abandonod, partly foom a Jmnviction of the want of means 
and material, aiid paiTly owing to the dissen# disputes 

in Council, in wlhch au}V]>lan,p^^^^ by one party was cer¬ 
tain of meeting with pppositipnJxW^ 

As matters stood, the Military establishment was found 
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iiS^-uitv iiifideqiiato to thccknuun.'3 tipoii it, tho whoio foroo,wrii> 
now io the field, with exception to a small dofftohitent at tliu 
V>'o:iidf!iiey, and the Local Coinpimics at iVlkludporo, Bilidwan,' 
Ohittfigong, and KoSHimluv/oi". Accordingly,; two new 
Battalions of Sipaliio wero ordei'i.li to be raised, ohfe'ot Patna 
nrul the othsr at Chittagong, both of which appear'^td Ikvto 
been originally io.teodod as Local .BatUihoTiS, ' and to .hu^'o 
be'On .tb.rn;'..*(i upon the f.ocai Corapaniea at those Btahone. 
Xhe raising uiid oornreand of tlve fosmoT wat e^titpiistcd to 
Captain Giles Stibbort, and it was tninibered the 6tl B.ijtta- 
lion, [wni’ the 0/A Regiment nf K. ./',] 'finder this,■.able, 
itti orgamzatjon md dicii)Uri€ progre&fiecl rapidly, tod 
it wa8 reported ilt for service, loug before ihe ;mBS 
cc'a ire meats 'were received for its use.*’ The other BalJialitVa 
was raised and commanded by Lieutenant trolvrr Matho'5^% 
am luvmborcd the 7tb. Battalion. Its Tn;irnbe:r frequently 
idvarigoci, md it was ihialiy disbanded for mutiny yea'F 

J7S4; being then the 4Lh Begirnont, but it was 
known as the and was diAnng the twenty^ 


d;reo years o!; its o;dstonco. one of tho iiaost disimguisb% 


in tho d3en[;al Army.f 
c I'leer Khda, who bad remfiincd in the Lower i/ro* 

Vinces sctihng the ahairs of tbo Burdwan, Beerlfooptth and 
adjacent dlstrfoos, now began to foci very uneasy at the aUen- 
■vtion paid to tbo Emperor at Patna; being fully uware dm 
every favor and oonuossion to that I'rince must fall ontirely 
upon his own ti’vmsury and revenifos,—^and being tlioroiighly 
acquainted A’/hii the state of parties in the Englisii Ooinioil, 
lie foio 9 a\y ihaij tho opponerus of the Governor would 
gladly put forward the Emperor intetc^jt with tho ob¬ 
ject of prejudioing bis ovvn. Ho tbcrefo>re , luistencd to 
PaU'ia, \vlicre bo. arrived on the foi ot March, accompanied 
by tho dctacln^mnt under Major Yorke, who bad rccrmtly been 
droniotud to ilnvt giacie, his qnartorH at ipvk-,i,atp>tio. 


* Willlanos, n. .117. 

t T;>idt pp. 14-00. C<i;)tnhii Winiatt' - ^ vci/ oocuniji of Un** 

Coipii, iGL ulreatly htated, ho ftSijigJio it too etu-ly -xu ovi>.;iv.-. auC fpvcB it cv»'(:ii 
peiiforwied oy other Corpi lcfoi:o it .viL) in txis.f.uco, , 
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he v/as vifsited by Mayor Oarnac, and the long 
Hcnes cl’ discassiouf^ and digputos wLic)| followed, appe.^rs.to 
have comnfonced at the fu'st interview: Meox Kossiiu IChdix 
felt or ailected.to fool great dread of the Emperors intoutions- 
to\Ya;rdg liirnsolf, and positively rofused to visit bin) in tlie (ht.y ; 
moreover previous to hie arrival, he had sent orders M'ltluhaW'- 
iog all iiis troops that had h^en lt3ft by Major Carpac for the 
protccnori of;tho southern portion of the pioviuce, Tho Major 
•was .nati^relly offended that such n step should have been 
taken without i;ny intimation being conveyed to him, as by 
tldsproceeditjg, the safety of the 'English detachment under 
Captain Oiinmpioa was oomproniised; iha hUt.er officer was, 
in oousequcnco inunediatoly cider d to return to Patna, a 
ruoasure which in its turn excited tho iudigiuUum of thO 
Ishiwaiib, who remoHstrated against it, and asserted, that as ho' 
paid for the services of the English troops, he was entitled to 
employ them in any manner he thought proper, and that iho' 
Major was in such points bound to obey ids orders: to this,'; 
the mUer replied, that lie was,perfectly ready to yield obodr "' 
ejioo in all points consistent with the houour of the service 
and tlie safety and cflicicncy of the force under his comnuiud' 
but no farther,^ The result v/as,. however, Captain 
Champion was reman'iod with his doUicbmeut to (Wah ; buV' 
tlio svi'tbdrawal v^d tfie Nuv/aiib’s troops bad induced Kajughar 
iiicxr 10 descend from the hills, where he had taken refuge, ^ 
avul to'j'hinder and devastate tho Borithcrn povtioM of the! 
proyioae, v/hich he ^vas enabled to do with impuu/ty for oome 
time; ho took possession of the sauill fort of and 

was occupied in the siege of the more important position .of 
Kooscerah, where at length Captain Champion by forced 
marches, feli nnexpeotodlv upon lufo, gave him a seven* defeat, 
and drove hint once more to seek safety the hills,f In 
mean time, ariangcrnoiits wore made to bring about an 
interview between tho Emperor iltjd the Nawaub for the for¬ 
ma) settlemciifc of certoin point'^'^’agreod ujn.m. This was n 
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'}I’riK>'IEW BETWEE>f THE E\rW4l0.a A.N P H 4 WAT/|f'{\|'feH.4 
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.matter'of coiisiderable difficulty, and Mei§r Kossijti 
appears tp I'ittve thrown every obstacle in the way to, stiy ac- 
chrtjnodstibn, -whilst fen‘the' other hand, Major Oamac pressefl 
somewhat hardly on bis pride and pTejndices. At length it was 
finfllly: agreed that the meeting should tahd place on the l2ih,of 
March® English factory. Herd a tomporary throiso was 
erected iu: the hall or principal room, on a eonplo of dining 
table.s ooyered with broad cloth, and the floorheing sprfead vi/iih 
ctifpets and the.walls hung with, rieh stiiffs, the room present¬ 
ed a very handsome appearance. The English troopfe'were 
all drawn np ontside to reocive the nohle visitors ; on the ap¬ 
proach of the Emperor, Mr. MacGiiire, Maior Oarnae, apd 
all the English Officers and Oivihans prooeeded on fofet to 
meet him and escort him to his thronoi aud when seated, 
they all presented nuzzitrs- and made their pi®.sanofej-ih 
about an -hour 'Meer 'Kbssim Khdn arrived his 

obeisance i®lilce nrannerj offering at the same time a nimiir 
of one thoS§®d and one Gold Mohurs,. and a handsbrne pre¬ 
sent of on^hundred and one trays of jewels, shawls, silks, 
4c. Ho was then seated near the Emperor, Mr. MaoGuire and 
t& Major being seated on the diiher side, and the Emperor 
presented him with a handsome Kheli.it, and invested him. in 
fprm with the Soobahdaree of Bengal, .Behar, ap4 
for which he agreed to pay His Majesty ayearly sum of .twepty- 
Ibur laklm of rupees; after the usual complinients and mhtrial 
protestations of regard and fidelity, in which there w®'h 
little sincerity on either side, the Durbar hrokf up;:, the 
Erapjeror rouimiug to the citadel and the ihfkwaub to his 

■ oncampinent.'* 

Bhortly after, Shah Ahum finding the English -were not 
to be persuaded to support his cause further than they had 
already done, and that the Nawaub contintmlly fpimd es 
cases for delaying the public proclamation of hfs antbority, 
accepted the invitation of Sho-j}ih-oo- dowlub.- Nujeeh-pordow- 
lah and other chiefs fef ffto Empire, tu advance towards 
Delhi and make an effort for the recovery of his capital; in 
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iUion of v/bich- plan, ho marched frotn PatTKi in iho 
mouth of Juiu), oftoorted to the bminduripi.'} of rhe proviuca 
by Major Oarnac, with a largs portitm, of tiio force, having 
received a considerable present in uioaoy from t’ho ISfawaub, 
who Wtat? gh-id to pxooiiro his absence on any torma. ^ Oa 
'grossing the Kurramnnssa^ be was met by the Nawanb of 
iOlide^tvlui treated iiha with every rospoefc and also made him 
a handBorno present. After a short visit to Lnekuow ho 
proceedvsd on his expedition, an acooarit of the Yari<;d and 
hnidly'unfortnniato results does not come vritbiit 

„ the province of this work. 

^ Wo now come to a most unfortunate and disgraceful period 
of’ the annals of the British ooTinection with Bo) gal, which, 
except in ,as far as it aflhets the details of the Military history of. 
the period,, vve willingly pass over in the most cursory ii:a;iuer 
possible. , ^d'ho h(3avy drains that had alrcvudy been made upon 
Moer' Koi^sim Khan's Treasury/ had exhausted ^fhe smm. bo 
■had with much chfiioxdty collected, and ho nowcast his oya 
upon the supposed Eajah Ram Narain, who had 

during his long aclmiuistratiori accumiilutcd a considerable 
sum; Moer Kossim Khan called ’ on him to produce bis 
• accounts, which were several years in arrear, deoluring, that 
ia Inrgo sum was dae to the public treasury : tlic Rajah denied' 
that anytbing was due, a.nd expressedhis xeadhicss to render his 
, accounts to the Englisl). authorities, who might bo consklered ,th,e 
more impartial judges of their correctness; knowirigatthe same 
tiuicthat tlio .latter werQ little disposed or able to go through 
,thfV iairicateuviid extensive details oponccted with thepn ; Xfe 
now.beeamo a struggle not only for power and place btU for 
\ life; the Nawanb using every moans and exertion to got Kam 
' Karaiu into Ills power, and to convince Mr. Vansittart that 
he was a de.siguing iutrigncivwho had defrauded the revennos, 
anchnow was create a party against him, to avoid 

reuderiiig an acc^anu; wliilat, on the other hand, Rarn Na- 
rain exerted all his ingeauity to widen the breach botwct).u 
the Kawaub and the Major, and to enlist the English agents 
at Patna in his cause, fn the original mstmetious given to 
; Major Carnao by the Governor and Council, tha.l officer 
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distinctly iiiform^d of the'iiud^rsto^^ fri<?ntiitnp tfx- 

isting hotwoeu Ram Nnr/ivifj and the Blngliah GoYerumont,. 
and doiiihv it wa$ (stated, that tliere wa^ no roa.iion for ((mi)- 
pqsing the N intended to offer any. injury^ the 

IVtajoi; was^^d^ to afford him any proteotion. that might 

iop heceBsa>7 ^nd upon this authority, BUjiportotl by hi» 
own partyvprejudices, he opeiily took the, part 
against the N^wauh;; whilst on the other hand, the Gover¬ 
nor and hfe p^tty, yielding to the representatipue pf Meer 
Kodsinl Khto inclined to relax their origioal orders 

for his support and protection. J '' 

‘ la the month of A Ooloak Eyxo..,Coots, 

' firrivod in Bengal with , a portion of his Regianonr.l* TW,^ 
^officer hod gone home with the remnant of .,I£ Af/a ,aptb 
Itjgimcnt in 1757, and sooil after his iUTival ihvhhVghtnd, be 
\rtts appointed to the com M.’s 94th ^Regiment, 

,u new edrps forined, by drafts from other Rogimients, pnrp^^ 
for servtoo in Ind Ifogiixmnt he arrived on the 

Coast in HbO, and after bearing a distiugiiished 

part in the mditcry operations in that quarter, arid the, wav 
there hein g at an e tii d, yho liad no w ootiie rou nd as , 0oni m au ■ 
dor-ia*Chief to Bengal. His Regiment was in the interim aon- 
siclerably reduced by the casaalties incidental to a long service, 
and an Indian climate, and it im probable, that volunfeet8,wero 
allowed to enter the Company s Battalion at Madras j. the 
remainder atnounting to between GOO and 400 Aiop., ware 
embarked in two ships to accompany the Colonel lo Benga), 
but unfortiTnately, on arrival at the Saudheads^me pf these 
Ytssks, the Jdam, foundered, and noany^^vorj soul 

on board . ]>oriBli6d.!t The remnant of the Ooffes Was, ,ea 
amval quartorecl in Calcutta. Oolonol Coote now absiiumd 
tho gencTal command of the force, with a seat in, Cdunci!, 
but Mojov Carna retained the subordinate command of 
the Com As the strong bias of fchp latter 

officer agaiusjt the Nawaiib excludod .all hopo^ nf upanimity,, 


^ First liepCirt of tlio Select Cominiiteo* pp. ilO JJud I'- 
I Ibid,'p. SS.—Williftme, p. CH. I Wmiiarns, p, f>i 
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r ansUtart and bis party ^dt'tf ’kost anxious that Oohvrjol 
Oooto slioald proceed ami taka th^:? o.otaniand of i;b.o Array 
in the field, and in complUinco with their rcqiiest, he fitnrled ' 
from OalcaUa on the 2>2d April, tfcnd &*'horLly alter arrived 
at Patoa, Colonel Cootc luub previous to leaving 'Madras,, 
formed Ins o^vn o]n'nion on tlio late revolution, which diu'erei 
/tom the. views of Mr. Vansiitart, and on taking ilv0 coimnaoi! 
at Patna, tlio reprusebtutions and arguments of his old iriond'^ 
brother officer, ooinpletely rvou him over to the oppof^i-, 
don. iVToer ,']io3sim Khan arid Ibim Nar quicMy' 

,. ascertained his views, tho former writing to MV* VansiUert, 
couiplaiiiing oi the Coloners condtict, the latter exdrdng all 
his ingezunty to increase tho prejadicos of tho English ' 
Commander against the Nawaub, whilst Major Carnac, Mdio 
appetriH todzttvo orit.ertiiined all the feelings of a violent jfar- 
tizan^ ,tanned the flame too suocesshdly: in the instnirtions 
given by' tlie Governor aucl Council to OolonCj Oooto, tho 
protection of Rnm Naraiu was agaiti eBpeciuIly mentioned, 
but at the same tune it was notified, that as the supyport of a . 
subordinate against his chief and huister was objeitiionable, | 
..justice should be done to both parties, that Bam Narain 
should be made to render the accounts of his Government, and 
that the support afforded ehoukl, as far as possilde, consist of 
private intimation to Mocr Koss Ivbaii of tho long con¬ 
nexion oxisdrig between the Rajah and the English, and the - 
prohusos of protection that had been mado by Colonel Clive, 
which the existing Oovonimeut were bound to observe* '^’ / ■ 

It was liowover evident, that Moer Kossim Khan was 'deter- 
■. mined upon his destruction, of which tho strongest proof was 
afforded by his offer of largo bribes to Oolonol Coote and 
, Major Carnac, to induce them to abaiidon^ cause of the 
d* Eajah; the foruier distinotly stated in his evidence bvdbre tho 
. v.^ciect Comnntteo of the House of Commons that he was 
offered stvon and half lakhs of rupees,t and of his veracity 
there can b0 no" doubtM ijor Oaraac alludes to ihe overtures 
f made to him in more general terms, but from the evidence 
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V‘5'(Tt iti ono tlicro is liule roasort to doui^t t’iif'i iuct iti the 
’’ otWr/’^ Kara Naroiu on lii^;^ ))iirt spared nehhor ialseliooJ 
‘ * '' Tior rnirj'guo,and Ifls insinuation'?, sup'p^orioU .by Major Carnar/s 
.> {nYj.aJl'ood rcpre^serUatioiift, appear to hare ooiaplotcly blind- yj 
ffal the'Colonel's (rank and open clisposiuon. 

' At length the Emperor took his departure,, escorted 'aSV,.; 
,Tdror<,dy stated, by Major Caniac with a strong deti'achmont-: V 
to Ids leaving Patna, it bad been arranged that on 
of hia crossing tbo Karramnassa, the Nawaub shoa'lcl, 

'' 'take pOASobsion of Lis quarters ia the Citarleh and ibat corn 
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''shouid be struck and the Koolbah read in ti\a?;}nai,nD of Shall 
..AKurnb 'iVIeer Kossim Khdn wrote to Colonel Coote to bog 
that nhen he took up his residence in tbs f'oft, thv) guards: 
aad'sehtnes of .Earoj^earis and Sipahis shcuild be witbdm^^ 
u reason dda reouest in his own Port, uio^'cC^^'^pociudl), aS 
,suc.b had been diuio by Colonel Olive when Meor dufTiet Khim 
occupied the same quarters t\70 years boi'ere, arnV fwlricb 
was' the pica particularly assigned,] as rigid disci¬ 
pline, and probably some degree of insolonoo and hauteur on. 



(he 'part of the English troops, particularly il|S'h^ipahis, was 




iikeiy to prove offensive to his uunisiers a:tu| oificors, who 
w/ore liable to require ingress and egress at all hours; .Raw ’/ 
Nurain however, persuaded the Colonel, that MoerpKoasim's'- r j 
object iureqesting the withdrawal of these guards -was to etUTr; 
ble him to obtain posseasion of the Fort, with a %iow' to ' 
commencing hostilities with tim lilnglish, -whioiL intentioui, 
iuiprobable as it was, the OoIoDod was'mducod to c'teclh, more ' ' 
especially wuth reference to the (;eduoed stateof ](m ovn 
force, which, in consequence of tbo largo escort with, U\e Era- , ' 
ptiror, and the ''detachments under Oaptains Caampioir a.rid p ' ' 
Hart, lacier havh&g been receiuly sent into the Stiniu cliH- _ 
ttict, did not tliea amoimt to above 150 Europeans ind 500 ;V' 

. Bipahis, the whole under the command of Coptaiu Tliomas ivo*;y’jAEr 
'harlsoii ;t he neoordingiy refused to take off the guardvS, wjpeh 
gave Aieer Kossim IvbAn the greatest pffenee, and induced ijim ^ 
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ijtj.] THK NA\VAtJB:CO**P’’->I*Nfi aOAI^^W^ 

'^::x3«'mine. living in his ovfw palace in the .For!-> a%l! also to I'c A 
fuso,to ooini«;<|!xey or read tbe Khothah in the Eihpecor’fl nariAej 
tiutil he shoidi have taken np, lus residence th.6.i'B. Ka«i.Nai'ah ■ 
now porsnaded Cplpned Coote timt Meer K.os&ioi Jifadn medi- ■ 
tated an attack iipoii the city, which a report of some niov«:,vra.ent, 
in- tlre Nawaub's camp, magiiifiecl;( Borvod to con,' , 

firm. 1 he oon.seqence of this alarm was that the proopa were 
nnder amis with doable sentries during the night of ;the Idth ' 
of June, blit no signs of hostilities being apparent, tbe.fn]- ' 
ia\\d.ng mbt'hiag bafore sunrise the Colonel proceeded to the 
hiawtiub’s'camp> attended by tho Trooi> of Huasars, which 
served as his B6dy Guard, under the command of Capfain , 
Eiser, together with a Company of Sipahis ; here finding all 
(piiet, he proceeded to Meeit Kpssim Khdn’s suite of tentl, and 
dismbuntifig with his pistols in hand, entered the Burbar or, 
public,tcatvipquiiittg for the Nawaub, having previously plac¬ 
ed a couple of tlie Hussars as sentries outside, to prevent tvhy ,; 
one cutting the teat ropes : here he remained a short time, 
when finding that the Nawaub was asleep in his private tent, 
ho returned to the city with his escort. This unfortunate intm- 
siou and display of suspicion was deeply felt by Meer Kossim 
Kh^n, who in detailing the aocount of it to the Goveraoi 
in Calcutta, represented it as a forcible invasion of the sacred' 
privacy or his Zenana, declaring that tlic Colonel entered the 
tents in a great passion, “ with a cocked pistol in each hand, ut' 

“ tering,(T(J<v' damns;” * the whole outrage be attributed to the 
designs df Earn Narain, speaking of whom in one of his lot- 
tere; ha says,,‘‘ this wretch sits here fomenting dissensions .and 
“ giving my life anti fortune a prey to my Sipahis. For Obd's- 
“ Sake lef not go my hand in the middle of the sea, hut assist j 
“ me as you have always done; write in tb|^; moat-pressing f 
“ terDie to the Cclonol, and .send an order of the Gouneii 
“ that he oppose nottho reraoVat of the Naib of this place arid 
“ leave the country in my hands, .After this, I will fiuish all 
“ the aocouuts.”t.; The Opyefnor and his party now pame to tlio 
resolution of reoaUing!both Colonel Oooto and Major Capimio. 
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, /BKC'ALiv 0.f/ THK MAJOK. , ,:{CjHAF7 

Ihe Naw(>jil/fcrpower^ ■ There Uttlc clpubt tjhai the; riaj<7li 
hatl enjtbozAled a oonsiderablo portion of fce ,^J^vye?AUi)8,,'^bat 
Iio jLivoklod reudenog any aocoout^ that he, miiicie awa}^ ^rlth 
tho hooks and \Wy hy his intrigtjes^ the main cause of the’dis¬ 
sensions between tho English Commandefs and the Nawaiib i 
hnt on the other baud, his long fUle]hy to> and eon 
with the Jiaglish, had entitled him to that protorkion from per-* 
sonal Injury which had been several times guarahteed to him.. 
This was tho grand mistake of Mr. Yansittart’s govornmont, 
—it afforded a handle for reproach 

onemieS;, whilst Et weakened the faith ol thf rjatives in the 
English word and support, tho more so as it wat but too evi- 
dent that a desire to share iaclirectly in the contisoated wealth 
of .Hum NaraiUi was a loadiTig motive for the consent accord ¬ 
ed,—'for by that mi^ans alone Meer Kossim Khkn cteolared 
himimlf able to fulfil his outstanding engagements with th^ 
Oompany. 

Colonel Ooote on receiving the summons pf the Gorornor ancl 
Council to leave .Patna, started for Oakutta without any un- 
neceBsary delay, in tha early part of July, making over the com^ 
moo^d of the troops to Major Oarnac, with diroctions to follow 
him as soon as possible with the main body of the force,leaving 
by the orders of Ooancil, a detachment of/iQO .European In¬ 
fantry, the European Dragoons and 50 of the Artiil'Cryi Wyitli 
2 Battalions of Sipahis at'Patna, the whole; under thh opm- 
maucl of Captain Carstairs, the senior officer pia?sent ;*—Majp^^ 
Yorke and Captain Knox baviiig previously gone back to 
Caloufcta. Major Camao had just returned from oscortiiig the 
Emperor, who had crossed the KarramnaSvSa on tho 21st of 
k June, on which occasion he made an oflhr of the Dewauee of 
\ Tien gal, Behar, and Orissa to the Company, on payment, of 
the usual regidaftril^^^ 

The Major remained at Patna fof noarly a morub, .during 
Vv hich Time the detachments under Captains Champion and 
Called in, and preparations made fpr the march 
of main body of the trooiis. Eveu in this short period 
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to flcll to the insults already offered to the jSTa- 
waub, and to, rseisfc the orders of Council as far as practica- 


A'., D. 1 m. 


bk% to wliich body ho mote the aic>st intemperate letters. 

MaoGuii'^^^^ the detachment left at Patna 

ixiight bo efficient/aiid partioularly beggecl that an olcl Batta* 
lioh of Sipabis might be substituted for Gaptain Stibbort's 
new Battalion, the 6Bat the Major refused compliance, 
stating, that he considered the latter fit for any service, and 
that as it was eBpecialiy raised for tb© dafenoe of the factory, it 
should remain there; he also insisted upon including al! the 
sick of the detechrnent in the 200 Europeans ordered to ba 
left. On a represeutatidi of these circumstances to the Ooim- 
cil, he was directed to leave 4 complete effective Companies of 
the European Battalion, the second company of Artillery 
under Captain Broadridge, and the 2cl and 3cl BaUalioriS of 
Sipaliis imder Captains Tabby and Turner ; he was furtlioi* 
ordered to make them over at once to the command of Oaptain 
Oarstairs, and to march himself with the remaiador without 
further delay.t The 4 Oompanios of European Infantry 
selected far :his duty,.vvore those of Captain Peter Catstalrs, 
commanding the whole, Captains Charles .15. Joechor, Ambrose 
Perry, and Henry Somers ; these were each completed to the 
fall establishment, which then consisted of 1 Oaptair/, I 
Lieutenant, 2 Ensigns, 4 Serjeants, 3 Drums and Fifes and 
48 rank and file ; the whole detachment amounted to about 
240, inoladmg the officers, of whom an Adjutant, a Quarter • 
Master, and a Surgeon, were allowed as staff. The Company 
of Artillery amounted to about 00 men, exclusive of the offi¬ 
cers, of whom there were 1 Captain, 4 SubaUerns, 1 Oommisr 
sary of Ordnance, and 1 Adjutant. The Bipahi Battalions 
were also completed to the fulP establirf&ent of officers, 
with the addition of an Adjutant to each, 4 Serjeants, and 
1090 Native officers and men. 

To the beginning of August, the Major coiginenced his 
maich to the PresidciiGy ; where, on arrival, the 1st Company 
of Artillery, the European Cavalry, the European Batta/ 
lion, with a wing of the 5fch Or Captain Wilson's Bat¬ 
talion, were stationed in and about the Fort. The let, or 
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■EKTDItN OF'THK ;F0RC,K TO BKNaAL. 


Captain Broadbrook’a Battalion r^oU' the Ut 

stationed at Ghyrettie> with the Ut Troop of Mogul; 
Horse ; the 4th or Captain Hugh Grant’s BattalipB 
{^cmi (rth Re^ime7iti N. was stationecl at Cbandernagolr©^;^^ 
a detail of European Infantry and Aiiillery;tho 3 Burdwan 
independent Companies and the remainder of the 5th or Oap^ 
tain Wilson’s Battalion, ^Yere at Burdvi’an, where they had 
been left by Major Yorke when he advanced with the Nawaub 
to Patna in the beginning of the year ; this detachment was 
under the Gommand of Captain MacLean ; the 6th or Captain 
StibWts new Battalion, was detached to Jellasoro^ with the 
Pad Troop of Mogul Horse and 3 Oompanies of Europeah' 
Infantry, the whole under tho command of Captain Knox; 
and the 7tli or Captain Matliows* Battalion., remained & 
Chittagong.t 

Major Yorko resigned the service and retunded to England 
about this time, and Lieutenant Gilbert Ironside succeeded 
him as Town’Major. Such W7is the distribution of the English 
force, amounting altogether to about ^300 European and 
Native Cavalry, nearly 200 Artillery, about OOO European 
Infantry, oxclusivo of the 84th Kegiment; and about SfOtf 
Bipahis, including the Local or Independent CompanioB; in 
addition to which there were nearly 100 European Invalids, 
Infantry and Artillery, stationed in the fort. The Engineer 
establishment consisted of 3 officers, who were chiefly oc¬ 
cupied in superintending the buildings in the new fort, which 
were gradually progressing. 

Meer Kossim Khdn, now that the Emperor was gone and 
the Colonel and Major removed, turned lus whole attontion 
to Bam Narain; he first suspendod him from his rank and 
authority as Naib of the province, pending tho settlement 
of his accounts, and finally threw him into confinement and 
confiscated his property. Earn Narain howvwer, who had 
long watched the coming of this storm, had distributed his 
wealth in various ways and under difieront names, but the 


* From tbe circumstance of its being stationed at Jeliasorc for some time after 
its foiinatioii, tins Corps received its present designation of the Jeliasore or Julkt- 
sUr ha PuUun* 

t For a deUilQd return of the force, at i\ period shortly subsequout, vido 
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sucoeocled in tracing out a considerable portion of A 
it, and the attempt at concealment only involved those con¬ 
cerned in the IkjaVs rnin; all his confederates and sub¬ 
ordinates in the G-overnment fell under the Nawaub’s dis¬ 
pleasure, and were either punishec! or compelled to purchase 
exemption by disgorging the greater portion of their accumu¬ 
late profits. Amongst the principal sufferers on this occasion 
was Ilajah Moorleo Dhur, who was thrown into prison and 
finally seat to Moorshsdabacl; his fate and that of his prin¬ 
cipal agent, Mahommud Afak, the Kutw^l of tho city, was a 
cause of general rejoicing amongst the populace, by whom 
they were both detested for their cruelties and extortion; 
Rajah Sunder Sing, who had been an active agent of Ram 
Narain, was seized and confined, as also GungaBishen his 
cash keeper, and Munseeram Sahoo the principal banker in 
the city , with whom a considerable portion of Ram Naraih s 

treasure had been deposited. 

Rajah Shitab Roy also fell under suspicion and was threa¬ 
tened; but he boldly offered to meet any charge brought 
against him, collected his followers, and shut himself :ip iu 
his house with a determination of defending himself to the 
last. The regard borne towards this nobleman by the Eng¬ 
lish of all ranks and parties saved him from destructioni Mr., 
MacGuire and Captain Oarstairs interfered in his behalf, and 
it was agreed that he should proceed to Calcutta, where the 
chargos urged against him could bo examined by Council. 
The result of this enquiry was, that Shitab Roy was protected 
from injury or ponfiscation, but was directed to quit the 
Nawaub’s territory; ho accordingly returned to Patna, naade 
liis arrangements, and tlieti started for Eucknow, escorted 
as far as the Gogra by a Battalion of the English Sipahis, 
Prom Lucknow bo joined the Emperor, in whose service ho 
remained until circumstances admitted of his return to Behai. 

A. great change now topk place in the Council Board. 
Previous to Lord Olive’s departure he had penned a very 
severe and insulting letter to the Court of Directors, to 
which the .several Members of the then Select Committee 
had also put their namc,s; the Court were imturally in- 


THK OOUNTRt YiEtiXrOKD TO OBDRBl [OHAP 


dignant at this conduct, and tho prime 
their paniBh the parties who 

remained ; accordingly all those st/il in the service., who 
had signed the letter in question, wore peremptorily d 
missed. Mi\ Ilolwell had already gone home, biit M'es- 
Bienrs Phiydell, Sumner and MacGuire, all supporters of 
the Governor, were removed and ordered to Englandy By 
this change, not only did the opposition party obtain the 
majority in the Council and Select Committee, but Mr, Ellis, 
the most violent and intemperato of that party, siioceedlod 
to the charge of the factory at Patna, where ho Was thrOW/n 
juto inore immediate contact with the Nawaub, towards whom 
his personal animosity was notorious. 

Meet* Kossim Khan having obtaintnl at Patna as 

•far as regarded Earn Narain and his confederates, recruited 
his exhausted treasury, and wto thus enabled tOMlIecharge the 
sums due to the Company. Ho now tmmed his aUention to 
the more distant and hitherto negleoted tracts to the south¬ 
ward of Behar, and also to the Sarun, Champarun, and 
Tirhoot disuicts. Bunniad Singh, Futteh Sing, and several, 
others of the principal zonnndarar who had for years 

maintained a degree of independence, and mixed themselves 
up' in every disturbance that occurred, were seized and 
confined. Khamgar Kbdu, Pulwhan Singh, and some olhets 
attempted resistance, but were severally defeated and driven 
out of the: country,, their estates confiscated, and their gp" 
vernments and zemindanes conferred on more attached and 
faithful dependents, generally MboBulmdns,-—as Meet Kossim 
Khiin appears to have entertained a prejudice against the 
Hii:idoos, with whose influence and intriguos during th| 
recent revolutions he was well acquainted, and of ivhiGh he 
appears to have dreaded a recurrence. 

Having thus restored his authority throughout the pro¬ 
vinces, he endeavored to introduce some degree of order 
and Bccurity in their internal administration, in which 
praiseworthy attempt, considering the number of obstacles 
opposed to it, he appears to have been very successfiiL He 
also exerted himself to reform and strengthen his army, 
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.rgiiig llio greater number ‘.>f the old irregular troops A. v>. 1702 , 
and enlisting others upon a diderent footing, a considerable 
portion of which were disciplined and equipped upon tln^ , 
Englislrmoclel.^- , 

Scarcely had Mr* dp lia assumed charge of the factory at Pair 
na, than disputes commenced between the Nawaub and him¬ 
self, and though the former may haye been too ready to take 
olfeuco, and may have exaggerated many acts of tlie English 
Agent, it cannot be denied that the latter afforded him seri¬ 
ous cause for armoyanee, and that his conduct throughout 
wa$ captious and insulting,— rin which line of procxeeding he 
wassupported by the majority of the Opunoil irrCalcuttva* -It is 
also not improbable, that the Kawaub s officer^ ma^rhave occa- ' ' , 
sipxmlly, afforded ground of complaint, but instead of making 
any, either to the Council or to the Nawaub, Mr. EUis took 
the adjudication of all such cases into his own hands, and 
though a party conoerned, gave judgment and ordered punish¬ 
ment as dictated rather by his passions than his disorctiorL 
Of this, one extraordinary and gross instance may bo men- \' 
tionod ; the Opinpany had in Colonel Oliyefs time, as aheady 
delated, obtained the monopoly of the saifcpetre trade, an ex- ' \ 

ception in favour of the Nawaub to the extent of his own 
consumptiorj, or ^G , 000 maunrls, being understood; and ^ 
hitherto allowed, though not expressly noticed in the tteatyi 
On this understanding, an officer of the Nawaub had pur-* .* 

chased 5 mamida of saltpetre, which Mr. Ellis chose tb con- , 
aider as an irifringeinent of the Company’s privileges, seized 
the unfortutiate man, and sent him down to Calcutta in 
irpns ; Mr* Vansittart, as also Mr. Hastings, who was now 
Ihe Governor's only supporter, remonstrated against tliis 
measure, but were met by a demand from the more vio¬ 
lent of the opposition, that the imfortunate man should 
bo publicly whipped and his ears he cut off*. Shortly after 
lliis occurence, a vague report reached Mr. Ellis that two En¬ 
glish deserters were concealed in the fort of Mongheer, which 
belonged to the Nawaub and vuvs gariisoned by his tioaps^^ : 
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MR. HASTINGS SENT ONW.RntA'rrOK. [cHA;\ 
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imtnodiately sent a Ooinpaiiy of Sipaliis uudej’ a. Serjeant 
to search the fort; these were refused aclmittauce by the 
Keelahdur, and this was construed by Mr. Ellis into ah act 
of hostility; whilst the Nawaub also sent a strong representa” 
tion to the Council regarding this insult offered^ to his 
authority. A long dispute arose in the Council, which was 
finally conaprotnised by Lieutenant Gilbert Ironside, the Town 
Major, being specially sent to search the fort, which he 
was permitted to do by the Nawaub, when, after a strict 
investigation, it appeared that no deserters were or had been 
concealed there, the only European in the place being an old 
French Invalid.* Mr. Hastings was sent up at tho same time 
to endeavor to arrange the disputes between the Nawaub and 
Mr. Ellis; but though the former rfeceived him very favour- 
ftbly at Sahsevam, where he was encamped at the, time, Mr. 
Eilia refused to see him at Patna and rejected, alj dverturoa 
towards any accommodation. Mr. Hastings being fettered by 
bis instructions and by certain exorbitant clernands of the 
Council, was obliged to return to Calcutta, leaving matters in 
a worse than he found them. 

' But the most fertile source of dispute, and the heaviest 
cause of complaint on the part of the Na’«|ub, arose from 

the abuses of tbs English privileges of tratfo. , r' 

The Company had for a seiies of years enjoyed under vari¬ 
ous firmdn.s, an exemption from tho ordina.ry transit duties on 
their traffic passing through tire couutvy, altlfough this was con¬ 
fined to articles of import and export, with which alone they 
had any conjeru; but the servants of the Company had with the 
aanotion of^tho Government, frequently engaged in the inland 
trade of the country, in carrying on which, they weye subject to 
the same duties as natives and other foreign mercljrants. After 
the revolution which placed Meer Jaffier Khd.u on the tnusnud, 
llieEnglish tahing advantage of their increased power and IMhi- 
once, claimed exemption lor all goods when passing, under the 
English flag, and with a oertifleate or dustnek signed by the 
Governor or the agent at any of the factories; this innovation, 
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IV.] ABUSES OF PRIVATR TRADE, 34 

began on a small scale, was not opposed, bu t the ad van- A- D- iTSa; 
cages attending npon it were so great, that it quickly 
held out an inducement to all grades in the service to 
enter into commercial speculations, as they were thus en¬ 
abled to pass their goods free, where the natives or other 
merchants paid a duty from 10 to 80 per cent. This system 
had now grown to such an extent, that the greater part of 
the commerce of the country had fallen into the hands of 
the i’iUglish or was carried on under their name ; almost all ; 

the Civilians and many of the Military were openly engaged in 
trade on their own account, or in partnership with European 
free traders or native morchauts ; or they lent their names to 
natives for a consideration. But injurious as this must have 
been to the revenues, the evil was further increased by the in¬ 
solence and rascality of the Gomashtas employed by the 
English throughout the country, who took advantage of their ' 

master's authority and passed their own goods under their 
employer's name; the river was covered with fleets of boats 
proceeding up and down under English flags, with small 

guards of Sipahis and English du,stuoks; and a system speedi¬ 
ly obtained amongst the native merchants of using the same 
diistuok over and over again, and Anally of forging them; also 
of dressing up thdir own followers as English Sipaliisy thrilo- 
mitieering and insolent conduct attributed to which class, they 
soon loarnad to imijate and to exceed. If the Nawatib’s col¬ 
lectors attempted to check this system or to detect abuses, they 
were immediately aeisied by the nearest English agipt, con¬ 
fined and punished. The consequence was that the rtsspectable 
class of native merchants wore ruined, the revenues of the 
country nearly] destroyed, confusion and distui'banoe general¬ 
ly introduced, and the Nuwauh's authority set at nought 
throughout the country. Again and again did Moer Koasim 
Khkn represent these glaring evils to the Governor and Coun¬ 
cil, and point out his inability to oarry on the Government 
and fulfil his engagements, if his chief source of revenue 
was taken away and his authority thus disregarded, Mr. 

Vansittart, powerless from the strength of the opposition, in 
vain remonstrated -and endeavored to alleviate or restrain 

, w 1 






MK. VANSenART VISITS THE NATVADB, 

tile abuses); tlu other Members of Council were too deeply 
iuterested in the trade to hear of any restrictions. The 
Nawauh prayed to be delivered from the labour and respon¬ 
sibility of bis Government if redress was not to be granted, 
as it was impossible to go on upon the existing system. At 
length these abuses and the disputes and enormities arising 
out of them, had grown to such a height, that it was agreed 
Mr. Vansittart should proceed and pay a visit to the Nawauh, 
and there personally arrange some terms to meet the wishes 
of both parties. Mr. Vansittart accordingly started from 
C’alcutta with, as he imagined, full powers to act according 
to his own discretion. Me lound tb.e Nawauh at Mongbeer, 
smarting under the injuries and insults he had received ; but 
at length after much discussion, it was agreed that the servants 
of the Oouipany should be allowed to carry on the inland 
private trade, on payment of a fixed duty of 9 per cent, on all 
goods, which was much below that paid by other merchants, 
and that to prevent abuses in the indiscriminate employment 
and transfer of dustuclcs and in the use of false ones, that 
they should be signed by the agents of the several factories 
through whose circles the goods passed, and countersigned by 
the Nawaub’s collectors in the same districts. Meer Kossim. 
Khan agreed to these terms very unwillingly, and expressed 
his apprehonsiou that they would neither be observed nor 
remedy the evils complained of ; he however declared himsilf 
willing to give the experiment a fair trial, but announced his 
linn determination if the sy-stem waa found not to auswer, 
to abolish all duties and throw the whoiattrade open, so that 
his own subjects should be placed on an equal footing with 

the Company’s servants. 

Mr. Vansittart, after paying a hurried visit to Patna, re¬ 
turned to Calcutta on the IPth of-January, having left the 
Nawauh at Mongheer, about to start ou .cu expedihon to Ne- 
paul.* Or submitting to the Board the result of his nego- 
eiations, the Governor found that instead of affording satis- 
faction, his measures were entirely disapproved and con- 


* Vansittart’s Narrative, vol. 2, p-184. 
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and the indignation of the Member of Council 
was excited by reports received at the time from the 

agents all over the country; On tlie conclusion of the agree¬ 
ment with Meer Kossim EbanV Mr. Vansittart had given hirn 
a copy of the terms, bearing bis signature, but did not coH'’ 
tomplato their being acted upon luitil after his own arrival in 
Caleatta, when arrangements .could be made for giving eftbot 
to them on both sides; but the ‘Nawaub, as soon ns the attair 
was settled, sent copies of the Govornors agreement, to all his 
officers and collectors throughout the countrvy precipitately 
directing that these arrangements should be acted upon at 
once. The conseqiaenoe was that the English goods then in 
transit, were'stopped all. over the country and duty claimed 
upon tham in many oases this was resisted, and a general 
scene of dlsturbanoo end outrage enaped. The English agents 
were furious and wrote violent cornpliiiuts to the Council; the, 
latter refused to ackriowledgVi! Mr. Vansittart’s agroemeni, 
and declared that all goods under an English dustuck should 
pnsu free, with exception to salt, upon which, as a proof pf. 
their liberality, they agreed to pay per cent, duty ; tlioy;' 
also decided that all disputes should be referred to the Eng¬ 
lish agents, who being the parties chiefly conoerued, were thus 
constituted the judges in their own case. The Nawaub was 
made acqimmtect with this resolution on his return from an 
imsuocessful expedition into Nepaul, and as may ho sup¬ 
posed, was highly exasperated; he inveighed against the mea¬ 
sure as a breach of faith aud an act of injustice toward hiiU’ 
self and his subjects, and finally executed his threatened re¬ 
solution of abandoning all transi;. duties and tiirowing opto 
the whole inland trade of the country. “ The conduct of the 
Company’s servants upon this occasion,” observes Mn Mill; 
furnishes one of the most remarkable iustanbes upon record 
of the power of interest to extinguish all sense of justice 
'‘ and even of shame. They had hitherto insisted, contrary to 
" all right and all precedout, that the government of the conn- 
“ try should exempt their goods from duty. They now insisted 
" that it should impose duties upon the good^i, of all othei: 
" traders, and assumed it as guilty of a breach of peace towaird 
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tbe EnglishJiation, becauB© it proposod to remit thena/’^ 
Not only vms the Nawaiib’s conduct looked upon as an act of 
- hostility, but it was dotermined that preparations s^hould be 
made for resisting Ills measures and declaring war against 
him if he persisted ; and troops were collected and recruits 
raised to meet the threatened storm. 'Collision and out¬ 
breaks occurred in all parts of the country, but more ospecinl- 
ly in Behar, where the violence of Mv. Ellis led to the em¬ 
ployment of force on the most trivial occasion.s. A continued 
course of bickering and dispute had been carried on between 
that gentleman and the Nav/aub. On one occasion, a de^ 
tttclimont of 3 Companies of Sipahis, under the command of 
lAeutenatit John .Downie, had been sent into the district to 
Ebiza one of Moer Kossim K.h&n s agents, and having accom- 
pHshed their object, left a detachment of a Havildar and ft? 
men in the town of Taj pore to protect the saltdopdt there ; 
the Nawaub*s troops, who had arrived too late to prevent the 
seizure of the agent, wreaked their vengeance upon tho 
littlo party left at Tajpore, who defended themselves with 
great resolution, until 4 of tho i!? men being killed, most of 
the remainder wounded, and their ammunition exhausted, 
they AVer© made prisoners and brought to the Kawaub,"— 
who to liis credit, though highly indignant at the insult offer¬ 
ed to him, released them as merely instruments in the out- 
rage.t Cn another occasion a Soobadar and 50 Sipahis 
were attacked at Gyah, but rspulsed tho enemy, though not 
without loss.J: Another cause of qu^virel arose &om the Na- 
waub shutting up a small wicket in tho city walls at Patna, 
sitiioted near the factory, called the Burburmah gate. This 
vsuis done in the first instance on account of a complaiut 
from the Factory that some deserters had entered the city by 
‘ that gate; but, as it was more convenient to the English estab¬ 
lishment for communicating with the city, than going round 
by the Western gate, Mr. Ellis wished to have it re-opened. 
This the Nawaub refused to allow, and farther, caused a stock- 


Wilson’s Mill, vol. 8, p. 337. + VansittArt’s Narrative, vol. 3, pp. () 12 > 

t Ibi<l,pp.S8-0. 







:MIS;$I0N Oir MESSIEWKS ,AMY ATT AND HAT. 





^qtrenohtDont to bo famed fVom that pai*'t of tbo wall to- A- 
wards the river, with the alleged object of strengthoohig 
the defences of the city. This was regarded by Mr. Ellis 
aad his supporters as a preparation for hostilities, and the 
former gentleman applied to the Council tv.\ be permitted 
to take aggressive measures, should he find the Nawaub 
was bent on ODinmeuoiug a war, which he declared it to bo 
his opinion was the ease. D.i>fortunately, notwithstandirig 
the remonstrances of the Governor and Mr. Hastings, this 
permission was granted, and Mr. Ellis commenced making 
preparations, which it was but too evident ho would take 
the first opportunity of turning to account As a last re- 
sotiroe, it was agreed that a deputation should l)e sent to the 
Nawf^ub, who was then at Mongheer, to endeavcit to arrange 
terms wiih him and induce him to countermand his order 
for the abolition of all transit duties ; Messieurs Amyatt and 
Hay were selected for this duty, and left OalciUta on the 4th 
of April, with an escort of a Company of Sipahis, and pro¬ 
ceeded to the Kawaub 3 camp. little advantage appears to 
have been expected from this mission, but on its result.^ the 
Council resolved to regulate their decision for peace or war, 
for the latter of which alternatives they made every propara'- 
tion. Mr. Ellis w^as informed of this measure, and warned to 
commit no act of aggression, even should the mission be uu- 
snoceasfiil, until Messieurs Amy a tt and Hay were out oftlie 
Nawaub’s power. 

This party did not roach Mongheer until the 14th of May, 
having been delayed some time at Moorshedabad. They 
found the Nawaub determined not to withdraw his orders on 
the subject of throwing ope a the trade, or to agree to the 
other propositions eubmittod to him, at the same time that he 
expressed his desire to avoid hostilities, which he stated his 
oonviotiou the English wvere determined to force upon him. 
Whilst these attempts at negociation were going, on, ^fiyeral 
boats arrived with arms and military stores, intended for tiie 
force at Patna; this circumstance, coupled with the open pre¬ 
parations of Mr. Ellis at that place, led the Nawaiib to 
believe that an attack on the city was contemplated, and 


I), 

>iuy. 






0 rHKPARAtrONS FOR TH^ GOAflNG STRUGOtK. [OHAI^ 


refeecl td l6t' the boats proceed. The gentlemen of 
the mission were treated with civility and respect, bnfc were 
under a strict surveillauce ; and as it daily became moxe 
clear that an, immediate rupture must take piace> their 
aitnaiion was rendered a very dangerous and embarrassing 
one. Kumours continually reached Monglieer of Mr, Elh8^ 
preparations and rnejiaces to attack Patna, and the Nawanh 
now insisted^ as the only chance of maintaining peace, that 
the detacliinent at tliatcity should be withdrawn and stationed 
at Mongheer, \Yher0 they would be under the check of his own 
force. This the Council pereinptorUy refused to comply with* 
Oonsiclerable desertions took place amongst the Sipahis at 
Patna, which were attributed to the intrigues of the Nawaub’s 
officers, and Mr. .Elljs, in order to keep the troops in good 
humour, warned the wbolo force for service on the 6th of 
June, by \ybioh they became entitled to batta; this appears 
to have had the desired effect of putting a stop to the deser¬ 
tions.'*^ 

Such was the state of affairs in June 1763, when all parlies 
were awaiting the crisis that appeared iaevitable. 

It is now advisable to say a fev/ words relative to the 
strength and resources of the two parties, who were thus 
rapidly verging towards a straggle, which promised to be one 
of a deadly nature, and which it was evident must inevitably 
lead to the total destruction of one of them. From the first 
engagementin theBeerbhoom province, when Major Yorke and 
Captain White gained their victory over the troops of the Bear- 
hhoom BajahjMcer Kossim Khdn, although himself no soldier, 
—being destitute of the indispensable qualifioation of physical 
courage,—perceived the utter inefficiency of his own troops, 
and the necessity for a thorough reform ; and as soon as the 
state of his finances admitted of it, he set himself strenuously 
to work to carry out this important measure. He discharged 
by degrees the whole of the ill-armed and disorderly rabble 
thfltMiad hitherto constituted the standing army of his pre¬ 
decessors, and entertained new troops upon a perfectly dif- 
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Footing. The Oavalry was fomoct into Eegiinony and A l> 
Easalluha, none but efficient men were admitted, aiicV great 
attention paid to* the manner in which , they were mounted ; 
the organizatiori of ibis branch appears to have been some¬ 
what similar to that of the Irregular Oavtilry Eegiments now 
in the Company*s ser\'k0; the pay wws liberal and the ranks 
were chiefly filled by Afgh^ns^ Rohillahs, and other Nor¬ 
thern races, chiefly Moosulmkns, the Commanders being al * 
most excliiBively of that nation; the total strength of this 
force was limifecl to about: 16,000, but the increased efiiciency 
thus obtained amply compensated for the diminiuion of 
numbers 

The Infantry was formed in a great measure upon the 
imodei of Uie English Sipahi Battalions,, and was composed of 
two classes, Niijeebs and Telingabs, the former retaining the 
Native dress and being armed with matchlocks, but other¬ 
wise disciplined and organized as regulars^ divided into Re¬ 
giments and Companies, each with a fixed proportion of 
officers and subordinates ; the Telingahs were organized in 
closer imitation of the Sipahi Battalions ; their uniform and 
equipments being exactly copied from the European modelii, 
and they appear to have been of a very efficient description ; 
the tuuskecs with which they were armed •were manufactured 
in the Country, and from trials subsequently made between 
them and the Tower-proof arms of the Company's troops, 
the reader will be surprised to learn, that they were found to 
be superior to those of Englislv manufacture, particularly in 
the barrete, the metal of which was of an admirable descni)** 
tion ; the flints also were of a very excellent quality, com ¬ 
posed of agates found in the Rajtnahal Hills, and were much 
preferred to those imported.'^- 

The Artillery was in. like manner organized on the European 
model, the Ordnance, chiefly brass, was for the most part cast 
in the C6untry, though several European pieces were in the 
park, as also a number of iron guns, which had been brought 
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traffic fo groat favour with irregiiiar traders, althoiigh forbid^io 
by the English Governnjent. Xho Carriages Were ull made in 
the Ooiintry, furnished with elevating s^crews, and qui 
to their orignals,^ though this probably is not saying inuch-for 
them; the best description in nso with the English Amy being; 
at that peroid, cambersome and weak. Tho powder Was of 
excellent quality, the shot and shell partly imported 
tnaiiufactured in the Country; the latter are said to have been 
oast, but this is very doubtful; the shot were most probably 
hammered, and the shell, if any were cast, of soft metal,, or 
made of stone, as is the case in sevciral Native Armies at the 
^present moment. Magazines and manufactorios were fqrraed 
in different parts of the Country. Mongheer appears to bavo 
been the principal depot 

Those important changes were in a great meabare oarriod 
out under the superintendence and through the agency Of 
Bovetal European and Armenian officers; the priacip^l of 
whom were Khajah Gregoro or Shircore, generally known by 
the name of Goorgheen Khfm, an Armenian, brother to Kha|ah 
Petroos, the great Armenian merchant in Bengal ; I^krk 
also an Armenian, and Walter Kaynaud, better known to the 
English reader as Soinmers or Sumroo. Goorgheer^ Kh&n 
had the general controul of the force, and the military arrange-^ 
raonts, acting in a double capacity as CommandexXu'Chief 
and War Minister. To his ability and exertions the improve¬ 
ments introduced v;ere in a great measure to^bo ascribed, and 
it was probably through the agency of his brother Khajah 
Petroos, that the greater portion of the EuroJ)ean munitions 
of the Army were obtained; he appears to have been a man 
of intelligence and sound sense, and attached to his employer, 
whom ho served with fidelity; he exerted ell.ihm 
to restrain the Nawanb's indignation against the insuks of 
the English agents, and to induce him to postpone hosti¬ 
lities, until he should beiully prepared for the event; his con¬ 
stant advice ^Yas bear and forbear ; you are not yet fledged ; 
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till tl^e time when you shall .have,feathers A. x>. 

'**‘10 yoav wiugs."’^ Peeiiliar 'di^cviunKStanoos soon og to 
fijustrato this wise counsel,. Marktir . was also an able 
hiU a Brigade or Divisiop of ail 

arms. Sgmtoo was, iBAhe he had a Brigade of 

4 B|ttalioasdf lAifantry/a Rogimf4it of Oayalry and a Oompariy 
of Arfllleryv tlie reiBBah which^ after an ex:isfe^nce of more 
than three quarters of a century, and a varied and extraordi * 
navy, bvit never brilliant career, was reduced a few yeara, 
ago at Sirdhana, on the,demise of the Begum Sqitiroo* the 
widow of thitJ very iodividual. Of the history of this ad yen- 
tuver hut llitle is 'kuow\j^, ; he appears to have been an Alsa- 
cian, having been born or: at, least bred up at Stfashurgii^ . 
where ho rgllowed the oconpalion of a bntcher fox spme 
mid to Vtave originally come to India in the Swiss Company 
of Infantry under tho command of Captain Zeigler, attach ¬ 
ed to the Bombay European Regiment; with that Com\ 
paoyr! he most probably came round to tlio Coast, vyhere. 
ho deserted and finally fpiuid his way to Bengal, apparently , 
in the Erench’service ; possessing a certain degree of intolli- , , 
genCB and military skill, though his whole career shows him 
to have been destitufo of enterprise or dashing oourage, he rose 
to the command of a Brigade in Meet Eossirn Kliafi’s serviqe, to 
whom bp ,chiefly reopnimetKled himself by his unsovnpulovis . 
obedience and his dtuidl'y aniiposity tO: the English. Whilst . ' 

in the Swiss Company, he had acquired.from his swarthy com- , , 

ploxion and sullen, ferocious look, the soubriquet of .Sombre, 
which alv’ays adhered to hir^^ modified by tl;ie Natives into 
Siimroo, ' and by the EngUsh into Soiners>”t To tlie.ifi' y:? ' ' , ; 

stigations of this man may be attributed most of the atroGities> , 
that were subsequently comixiitted by the Nawqub. Several 
other Foreignp’s held suboaxllimte coramandsin the Amy, and 
most of {he regular Regiments had one or more at- , : 

tached, either in command or as drill instructors ; whilst the 
Artillery was almost eiitirely manned by Europeans, consrsiing 
of Frenchmen, Germans, Port.ugaes,e, Armenians and Topassos, 

♦ iinr iMutttkherin, rol .)). 186. 
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&|^au)Utiliug nUogatbcr to betv/een two and tlu^v’o ,,b.nB(OTd[7 
aaiongftt ^Yhom wor^ a numboi: of desoriers i’rom tbo Ooat“ 
|)imy s 0crv'iotv^ 

Several able Maboiaedau officevs held bojnnxandi^,^ in the. 
force, their Brigades generally consisting of Cayalry and 
Nujijehs. 

Confident in liis Military strength; it has boon already 
• stated that Meer Kossim Khim engaged in hostilities with 
Hopaul. -In the beginning of tliO,year 1703,he invaded 
Tiuce of Bettiali, and flashed with hie snocees in that quarter, 
lie pushed, into the Hills to the north of that district, with the 
passes of whioh he had made hinx^If acquainted through 
inforuiation derived from ffakeers add ihlgvtms from Le^ssa; 
lie penetrated the country for four marches, as far as Mac.kwan- 
pore, when be was encountered by the Nopaul Avryry a des¬ 
perate a.ction ensued, in which the Nepanldso,displayed th,(?: 
greatest bravery, but the discipline and effioienoy of GoorglioeTi 
Klum's Battalions prevailed over the physical stroagih ',^ud 
courage of their adversaries, and the Nawaub gained tbc; victory, 
although attended with heavy lose on both sides but during 
thenigat after the action, whilst bis troops lulled uUo security 
by their success, were locked in sleep> withciU|^myir)g taken tlie 
necessary precautions to guard against surprise, t}io .Nepaules^y 
tin ado a sudden attack upon the cipnp, penetrated to Goor* 

. gheen Khan’s tent, and oommitted great slaxightcr. Though 
'. finally rep>nlsed, this proof of their daring mid enterprif^e^ 
joupled with the unexpected dilBauUies that had been expoti* 
enced in this rnountain warfare, discouraged ihe Nuwaub, and 
lie commenced his retreat, which was not effectod without 
difficulty and loss, the enemy harrassing the force,until, they' 
were clear of the bills.t The losses sustained in this 
•:xpeditiou were however quickly repaired, and die oxpcriencq 
gained was beneficial to the Army in shewing the necessity 
for due preoaution, and lowering their vanity and Gpinion of 
their own prowess and efficiency, which had grown to a eonsi- 
derable hi 3 ight. Such was the compositidu and character of the' 
force with which the Bengal Army was about to be engaged. 


* ^ncl R/?part, p. 6.—Seir MuttUibevin, vol. 2, p. 263. 
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the latter force, no very coiifti^leraWe changes had taken a..d. ii -e 
place during the last year, but as matters assumed a hostile 
aspect, considerable exertions Tvero made to increase the ; ’ 

'Hum strength '.particularly that ';of the Bativ6!portiori,^,: 

The European Infantry had remained on mucU tho same , v*, '", 

footing ; and consisted of 12 Companies, each ol 55 non-oom- \ 

missioned, rank and file. Of cheso, tho 4 Companies ielt ' 
atil^atria by M iJtill remained there ; the Company" " ■ 

at Burd'.van had boon withdrawn, bat the B Companies nt , 
JeJlasore wore still stationed in that district ru^d or Oapt. Oham- ^ 
pioB ; 5 Oompanies were ai: tho rresldcucy, ciiiotly quartered 
at (j'byrottio^ A Coaxpa/ty of Erencli Hangers had. also 
arrived from Ma;dras, commanded by Moimieiir Claude^^^ 

Martino. The history of this small body is curious ;— 
at the capture of Poiulicherry, tho French European force 
consiRted of .Lfilly's Body Guard and three ilcgniiontS ; ot 
Infiintry, viz., Lully's Irish Itegiment, the ih'giumut dt 
Lorraine, and the Begirnent of Poiuhclierry, The .Body 
Guard deseuded to tlm Englisli during tho siege, and when 
tlje other Corps were proportion ol 

the men took service in the Company's Army. Tiioso of 
Lally’s Ilogiment^wbo were cbioily of Irish birth or.exlrac- 
tion. entered the Madras European Regiment, the tomainder 
were formed into tlireo saparate OonipanioB, two oi whieli wore 
r.etained at Madras, and subsequently aoconipaiiled thooxpodi*, 
tion Uuder Ad.miral Oovnish and Colonel Draper to Manilla; 
the third Company was raised by AL Martine, who had been 
a qffwkr in the Body Guard, and when completed, was 
sent round to Bengal; on the passage they were'shipwrecked, 
but owdiig to the exertions of iW, Mart they wore nearly 
all saved, and arrived in boats at Galci.uta,i M’. Martine was 
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.immediately admiuod into tho Company's service, in which iid' 


received a Subaltern’s <iomn-iission, and retained the coremaud 
of .Ids Company.—Ifhe 84th Regiment, aalouniir.g to nearly 
^400 men, was stationed in the new Fort. The two Com- 
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of'Artillery were j^tationecl, the 1st or Captaio 
tjin’gs" Oooapnny at the Preeiclency, tlu^ir Ifead Qaart0t^> 
with 8 officers and 00 menj in the Fort, a detail of 02 Jiien 
ntider Oaptaiu LieiileTient »T6hn Green at Ghyretfcio^ another 
detail of 24 ArtlUerymeu, with 2 Field-piecos, under a ybtipg 
Subaltern, at Miduapore, and a Serjeant's party at Chitta¬ 
gong, making a total of 102 non-commissioned, rank and 
file, with 11 officers ; the 2rtd or Captain Kinclfs Company, 
(Captain Broadridge having died in October 1701,) consisting 
of 7 vofficers and 00 men, were still at Patna. Tire vvh^ 
of the Europtian Cavalry were quaiterod at ilie Prissidency. 
U'hus the total European I^orce in Bengal amounted to 
about 1500 men. ^ 

The strojigih of the Native Infantry had been grada^ 
ally increasing, ;~the Burdwan ludependent Gomip 

had been raised tlurihg the year 1762, to the stropgifa Of 
a Battalion, which was commanded by Gaptain MaoLean, 
who had the military charge of that proVh)ce ;,^ffi^ the 
8lh Corps formed, though it never appears to have received 
thatnumber,but to have borne the designation Itstill retains 0 
the Burdwan Battalion, f noK/ ihe^nd (irenadier liegm^ 

The increasing probability of hostihTjcs led to a fn 
tension of this force, and early in 1760, a seobtid HattalioB 
was raised upon the first, the command of which was soou 
after given to Captain Thomas Smith, this was designat¬ 
ed the 2iid Burdvvau Battalion or Ohota Burclwumka-^ 
Paltnu, {now the %ih liegimenl of Native htfant¥y f} 
Tl\f 3o two Corps were both stationed in the Burdwan 
Province. The independent Companies at Midnapore were 
gradually inoroased, and in the beginning of '1763 were 
also formed into' a Battalion, the command of which wa# 
given, to Lieutenant Archibald Swinton ; tliis, which appears, 
to have been the 10th Corps raised, is now & 

meni of Native Infantry^ Another Battalion was raised at 


* Willinms, p. Wlu) errorieoufily «fisigrt$ aiteai-Iwr, tbouyb indeSnite origin 
to the Corps, which the returns cleai-Iy aisj>rove. Tl\o ftanio may bfe said in rego^a 
to his ftccouiit of the origiu of the present Srd, 8ch and lOih Keglmeuts, noticed 
iinaiediately. 
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_Etgon/;;, tlie coromanci of wblch waft given to Lieutoimivt a• 

Lewis Bpown/ imd wh was long lu)pwB as the ChrtUigong 
LcH’-al Battalioif^ thojagh^ some years it was numberpii in 
the Corps of tli© line * it is now no longer in existence, haw¬ 
ing been reduced witli several other Local Corps in 1786,^^ in 
the months of April or May .ITOli, another Battalion was . 
raised in Oalcuttav by drafts from the 1st or Captain Broacl- 
brpofc's and the 4th or Captain Hagh. Grants Battaljon^ 
which were severally stationed the Fort and at Ghyretlii’.: 
this was ihe twelfth Battalion raised, command of 

it was gi von to Captain John Trewaunion : :it is now the 1 0th 
Rerjimcnt of Native From having greattt advan¬ 

tages of equipment owing to its situation at tho Presidency, 
it was speedily organised and rendered fit for service, Dining 
the .Jiittor part of the year 1702, the 5th or Captain Wilson’s 
Battalion, Imd been sen t to. Patna to reinforce the detachTnexif. 
under Captain Carstairs. Such was tine constitution and 
strength of tbo Bengal Army when the wiir was about to 
oomnxence; consisting of about 1500 Europeans and 10,000 
Natives,~^for though A nominal establishment.of the .Sipaid 
Battalions was above 1000 men each, mo^t of the noAv Corps 
were incomplete, and the olthBattalh)ns l.uxd been wonlumc^^ 
by drafts required for tliSi recently formed Kegiments, 

The distribution of this force was as follows. At PiddS', 

4 European pompanies of Infantry and 1 of Arullery, with 
B Battalions of Sipahis, commanded by Captains Tabby, 
Turner and Wilson, amounting after making allowance for 
desertions, to about SOO Europeans and 2500 SipaUis. 
At Burdwan, 2 Native Battalions, amounting to about 1500 
men; in the Midnapore district, 8 Companies of European 
Infantry, a detail of Artillery, a Troop of Mogul Horse, 
and 2 Battalions of Sipalus, ander Captain Stibbert. ioui 
Lieulenant Swiiitoxi, making together about 180 Euro- 
p»eans and 1800 Natives. In the ChUhigong, Dacca, and 
Luokeepore districts, 2 Native Battalions and the Indepon- 
daui Oomptmies at Dacca and LuckeepvxrC, aTnoimting to Uttio. 
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than 1800 SipaliiSj, vvith ifi few ariillei7 A 

lVvv.ricfency, 11. M/s 84th Rpgimont, 5 Oompamee: oilVtho 
Eutopean Battalion, the Company of Preneh Rahgera, 8 
weak Troops of European Cavalry, of Dragoons and 1 of 
Hnssars), the Commandor-in-Chief 'b Body Guard, (a newly 
raised Troop of 80 European Cavalry,) 1 Troop of Mogul 
Horse, 1 Company of Artillery^ A Company of European In¬ 
valids, and 3 Battalions of Sipali is, ^^ iz. those of Captain a 
Broadbrook, Grant, and Trevannion ; maidiig together ahont 
1000 Earopoans, and little more than ^400 Natives ; these 
were Btationed between Calcutta and Ghyrettie ; or 3 Oom- 
panies of Sipalnsin addition to the Local Companies were at 
Kossimba^^ar, and a Local Company was stationed at Maida. 

So early as the middle of April, arrangements vvere made for 
tho expected campaign, and in the proceedings of Gounoil on 
the 14th of that month, it was resolved^—That if a nrpturo 
^fdoes hnppoD, Major Adams shall march witL King's Regi- 
ment and all tho Company’s troops at Gherettco and Oal- 
“ cutta, Captains Broadbrook and MacIeaiiBBattalions of See- 
^'poys compleated, also Captain Ohampioa’s Corapiny of Mlv 
“ litary from Jellaaore, together with ihe following Artillejiy, 
viz. 2 twelve-pounders, 6 six-pounders, and 2 iiowilzers. 
The M^ajor is therefore desired to make the necessary li^ts of 
''' stores accordingly, and it is further resolved that 7 Gornpa- 
'',nics of Seepovsirorn Jellasore and 3 from Burdwari shallm 
such case; be ordered to Calcutta, to compleat the two Batta- 
lions to go with Major Adams, and servo for the duties of thd 
'' PresidencyThese details however, woro sabseqiiently 
consiclorably modified 

In the middle of Jane 17G3, the Council came to the ..deci¬ 
sion that nothing now remained but to commence hoatilitios, 
and Messrs. Amyatt and Hay were directed to leave the lia- 
waub immediately, ami either to proceed to Patna or rdturn 
to Calcutta as they found most practicable ; they were ordered 
to inform the Agent at Patna of their departure, that he might 
be on his guard, and ready to act as circumstancos dictated; 
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_ ((g soon tts tliau’ Btifcty,:of tUo rnisaion was insurod, it was ^ 

(•leeideU that active opi,'i'atioTi.s , should bo commonced upon, as 
it was.linown the Nftwaub was busy on bis part enlisting 
troops all over the province and reinforcing bis detaohments 
at ]?atna,ancl other stations* 

On the JSth of Juno the Council came to the following 
resolution;—" It is agreed, in order to form a front for the 
" protection of tho Company's aurungs and lands, to secure 
" Uieir investment and revenues in the best manner possible, 
“ and to endeavor to collect what wo can 'from other pro- 
" vinoes to answer the expence of the war, that our troops be 
‘'immediately prepared for taking post, acoprding to the fob 
" lowing disposition-. 

“ Captain Knox, with h'la detachment, in tho Province of 
" Beerbhoom; a detachment of 200 of the Corapany’s troops 
“ and 300 Seepoys, in the province of Nuddoa or Kishuagur; 
" the body of the army from G-heiettoe, at OoSxsirnhnsar, to 
“possess themselves of the city of Moorshedabad. That in 
“ this disposition the troops shall march as nearly as possildo 
" in a lii'iO, eo as to be able to support each other, and the 
“ whole to act under the orders of Major Adams. 

“ The distance of Captain Knox's present stations at Jel- 
“ lasoro being considerable, agreed, that wliile thS'other pre- 
“ parations aTO making, be be directed to march to Midimpore5 
" and there wait with his party in readiness for moving until 
“ he shall receive our further orders. leaving behind him on,e 
“ Company of Seepoys and two or three gunners, to defend 
“ the post at Jellasojce."* 

In accordance with these instructions. Captain Knox march¬ 
ed from Jellasore with 2 Companies of the European Bat¬ 
talion, and the 6th or Captain Stibbert’e Battalion of Sipahis, 
leaving a Company of the latter Corps for the protection 
of that post, and proceeded to Midaapore, whore Lieutenant 
Swiaton’s Battalion and the 2d Troop of Mogul Horse were 
stationed : here he halted awaiting farther orders. Captain 
Champion, with one of the 3 Companies that had for tho last 
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year been stalibnccl at Jellasore, prdeeeded to Galciuta. A 
small European detaohment from Euelceepore, and the 7th 
Batlalioii from Obittagong, then commanded by laeutenaht 
John Stables, who Inicl finccoadcd CaptnirrMatliewa onthe de»,th 
of tliat otBuer in tlie end of 1762, were ordered to profieod to the 
Presidency with all practicable dispatck At a Oounoil held 
on the 20th of dune, it wag resolved that Meer Jaffier Kh&n, 
who, notwithstanding his past experience, still ejflubh^^ 
puerile anxiety Jo regain the shadow of authority ho had 
resigned, should be restored to the Mushud, on condition of 
his confirming all the privileges granted originally by Meer 
JCossim Ehiiu, and also those wliioh that Prince now refused 
to sanction, including freedom of trade for the English, to the 
exclusion of all other parties. "r. 

On the 28rd of June a letter was received from Messieurs 
Amyatt and Hay, dated the 14th of the same monthi rnenV 
tioliing that the Nawaub had announced that the queatipii of 
peace or war depended on the removal of the .English trpopf 
from Patna, that .bis mind was evidently made Ap to the lat¬ 
ter alternative, that he was sending reinfproemtjri^s towaiids 
Boerbhoom and Patna; that he had agreed to allow Mr. Amyatt 
and a part of the mission to return to Oulcutta, but had expressed 
his resolution to detain Mr. Hay and several dlher gentlemea, 
as .hostages for the safety of snoh of bis offioera and servants 
as were in the hands of the English, but in reality for the safety 
Peti-oos, the brother of Goo.rgheon Kbdn, a Oonnee- 
tion that rendered him obnoxious to the Government. A letter 
dated the 19tli, from the same gentleman, held out hopes of 
a more peaceable arrangentent, the Nawauh having agreed to 
release the boats of arms and military stores, and having 
shown a disposition to treat on more favourablb terms. This 
was ilio last regular communication received^ from the party 
atlMongbeer. Eeprorts now arrived of troubles at that place 
and at Patna, and on the 80th of the month, information was 
received from the factory at Kossimbazar that the ddks were 
stopped', and that a large force was advancing towards M'oor- 
•shedabad. Letters were also received from Meer Eossim 
Klifvn up to the 22J of June, repeating bis anxiety to main- 
ttiin (rarifinillity, but staling that Mr. Ellis was evidently beni 
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^ommenolng hostilities, ^ that he hourly expected tv A. 
hear that the City of Patna had beea attaokech Rumours tct 
this efFect were iiony generally prevalout, aud on the 2d of July 
orders were given for the movement of the Army from 
Gbvrettie, where the whole force was eneamped.^’^^ An ad¬ 
vance detachment had previously niarclied on the 25tK of 
June for Arnboa near Kiilna, consisting ot 1 Company df the 
European Battalion, J Companies of Sipahis, the 1st Troop 
of Mogul Horse, and a detail of Artillery, with 2 Field* 
pieces; the wliole under the conmiand of Captain Long of 
H. M.'s 84th Regiment.t On' the 4th of July, the follow- 
ing note in cypher, directed to ifr. Ellis, was brought to 
Calcutta by mistake, instead of the one addressed to the 
Board, w®ich had gone on to Patna We are niado pri^ 

** soriers as far a.A seizing our boats and surrounding of us 
"' can make us^the boats of arms were stopped a few miles 
from hence. Mongheer, June 21st, —Reports of 

a more positive nature now arrived, that Mr. Ellis had 
attacked Patna, and that Mr. Amyatt, after leaving Mongheer, 
had been "attacked and murdered, both of which Circum* > 
stances were shortly confirmed, Mr. Amyatt, with Messrs. 
Amphlet, Wollaston, Hntohmson, Ideat^^ Jones, Gordon; 
Cooper, and Eh^ctor Crooke,.were permitted to depart on the 
23d, Messrs;Hay and Gulston being detained as hostages 
at Mongheor ; but two or three days after, Meer Kossim 
Khan hearing that hostilities had commenced at Patnea, seUt 
orders to have Mr. Arnyatt's party arrested ; when near 
Moorsbedabad thmr boats were stopped, and Mi*. Amyatt 
refusing to land or to surreucler, diroctod his sipahis to lire 
upon the Nawaub*s boats wddoh were approaching to compel 
them ; a short and desperate struggle ensued, the English 
boats w'ore fianlly boarded and the whole party destroyed or 
made prisoner^, with exception to a Havildar and one or tw^o 
sipahis, wlio made their escape, and brought; the melancholy 
intelligeiice to Cateutta.§ 

0» .ginal Papfii'8, vol. I. p. 48, f Second Repoit, p. 8. 
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Tluv ciroim:..stanoe9 attending the attack Patna, which 
led to this catastrophe, wero as follows. On the ^4th of 
Jvnie, Mr. Ellis having learned that a detatdimenfc of coiisi- 
derable strength was advancing from Monglieer to reinforce the 
Nawauh's garrison at Patna, and having been given to under¬ 
stand that there was no chance of an accommodation witli 
Meer Kossirn and that Messrs. Amyatt end Hay wore 

to have left Mongheer on the 28d, determined with reference 
to the permission given to him by the Oounoil, to attack 
tho place before the expected reinforcement shonkl arrive. 
Preparations for the coming struggle had been making for 
'6omQ time, and scaling ladders had been constructed ; most 
of the outpost detachments, which had been furnished by 
Captain Wilson’s Battalion, had been called in; and the 
troops were now all assembled iu the factory, with exception 
of the sick, who were in the Chehel Sitoon, a stone building 
in the city, erected by Zyn-oo-cleien-Ahmud-Kh&n, where they 
were iinder the charge of Dr.. Fullarton. The Nawaub's gar¬ 
rison in the city was commanded by Meer Mehdee KbSn, 
who bad been appointed Naib of tho district. All being now 
ready, the troops got under arms at tho factory early on tho 
morning of ^5th of June, and marching out quietly, reached 
the walls of the city just before day^break. The garrison 
was locked in sleep and security, and the English silently 
planted their ladders and ascended the walls without opposi¬ 
tion or discovery; when, as soon as a sufficient party had 
made a lodgment, they descended from the ramparts and 
opened the gate for their comrades, who now advanced iu 
two columns through the principal streets of the city. The 
alarm had in the meantime spread amongst the garrison, 
but surprised and confounded by the sudden and unexpect¬ 
ed nature of the attack, they made but little resistance, 
delivering an irregular and harried fire as the English ad¬ 
vanced, and then taking to flight, Meer Mehdce Khdn himself 
had escaped at the first alarm, bending his way towards Mon> 
glveor. The English were now in possession of the whole city, 
"with exception to the Ohehel Sitoon, into which Mahommud 
Ameen, one of the Naw^aub's officers, had thrown himself with 
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Euro¬ 
pean sick v.ere in liis power, it is probable that tho English 
were not inclined to drive him to any desperate oxtreinity, 
but rather looked to induce him to capitulate when be sho\dd 
find no hope of relief remaining. Tho citadel was also held 
by Lall Bing, a Hindoo' officer of the Nawaub, who muster* 
cd all the troops he could collect, closed ^ho gate and annonno- 
ocl his determination to bold out to the last extremity. The 
English however, flushed with their easy success, appear 
to have considered their work accomplished, and instead of 
pressing the attack of the citadel, wlnlst the garrison was 
still under the influence of panic, Mr. Ellis and the gentle¬ 
men of the Agency, accompanied by Captain Carstairs and 
several of the officers of the detachment, returned to the factory 
to breakfast,when the troops broke into the town and gave them* 
solves up to plunder, which they carried on without scruple. 

In the mean time, Meer Mehdoe Khan had in bis flight 
reached Fuewah, where he met the advanced guard of Markar's 
Brigade advancing to the support of the place. Learning that 
the citadel and Chehel Sitoon still held out, Markar determined 
to attempt the recovery of the city, and pushing on the advanc* 
ed guard, they arrived at the eastern gate in a couple hours. 
Here a detail of Artillery had been stationed with a couple of 
field-pieces, and the officer in command, collecting all the 
troops in the neighbourhood, threw open the gate, and planting 
the two guns in the entrance, dretv up the trooi)4 in line be¬ 
hind them and boldly awaited the attack. The enemy's ad¬ 
vance was cornmanded by an officer named Meet Nusseer, who 
conducted the assault with intrepidity and skill, and being 
every moment reinforced by advancing parties of their main 
body, the fire of their rockets and musketry became so heavy 
that the English detachment was at length compelled to re¬ 
treat,spiking the two guns, which they abandoned ; the enemy 
now forced into the city, and the English troops, eurprised and 
panic-struck in their turn, and scattered in all directions, took 
to flight, and hastened to regain the factory, abandoning their 
recent and ill'concerted conquest, as easily as it had been’ 
acquired. 
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^ Markar now inveated the factory, and ba^dng gained oon- 
siderable military experience in Europe, where be bad $erved 
dining the war in Holland, ho pushed the attack with great 
vigour; he movinted upon the ramparts all the guns he could 
bring to bear againat the factory, and kept up a continued 
oannonado with very considerable effect, whilst his riumerouB 
nansketry preTeiUed the besieged from showing ihernselves 
at tho windows or on the walls of the bictory; the Eng'^ 
lish, however, contrived to mount a few light pieces of ariih 
lory in the upper story of the building, but they produced 
little effect when opposed to the heavier lire from the ram- 
ppi’ts, Mr. Ellis now endeavored to oifoct a retreat to Biuikee- 
pore, but in this ho was frustrated by the vigilance of Marker; 
for four days the English remained cooped up in this marmef, 
when finding their provisions running very short, they de¬ 
termined to crocs the river, and try to rea'jh the territories 
of Shoojali-oo-Dowlah, the Nawaub of Oudo, who being on 
terms of amity with the Company, would, they trusted, aftbret 
them protection. Boats being available, they crossed the 
river during the night of the SOth of June, and immediately 
cormnenced their march towards Chupprah.'^ 

The rairis, however, had now set in with great violence, the 
wliole country was under waiter, and the detachment destituta 
of provisions and ill supplied with ammunition, found their 
march harassed by the enemy, who speedily follovved in pur • 
suit; the inhabitants in all directions rose against them, and 
a strong Brigade under Sumroo crovssed from Buxar to in¬ 
tercept their retreat. Notwithstanding these difficulties,, they 
fouglit iimir way as far as Manjee, where they were fairly sur¬ 
rounded by the enemy. Here on tho 1st of July, Captain Gar- 
stairs drew out his shattered force to meet the attack ,v the 
Europeans upon a rising ground in the centre, Capt. Turner's 
Battalion on tho right, Capt. Tabby's on the left, and Capt. 
Wilsons in the rear, as a reserve. The enemy commen(?ed 
the action, when Captain Turner’s Battalion having expoud- 

• This aicouat of ibe seiziu’e anti re-captare of Patna is <iotnpiIed from 
■Winiaros.-'-The Seir Mutakhcrin, voi* 2.—‘Cai’accioU, vol. band Voiiaittarrs Nar¬ 
rative, vol. 8» 
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ammunition, made a gftllant charge witIi"tho bayonel. 
and compelled the enemy to give ground ; bad they been 
supported by the renmincior of the force, it is probable that 
the lute of the day would have been changed, whatever might 
have been the final resultbht the Europeans, worn outwhJi 
fatigue and want of nourishment, refused to charge,^* and the 
Sipahiis being discouraged by this example, and by the arrival 
of a reinforcement to join the enemy, the whole force laid down 
their arms and sitrrenderocl themselves prisoners; not, however, 
until Captain Carstairs and seven or eight other officers with 
50 Europeans, and a number of Sipaliis, hud fallen.f Thus, 
through the rashness of one man, was the Army deprived of 
large portion of its strength, and a Company of Artillery, four 
Companies of Tnrautry and three of the oldest Native‘Battalions 
in tho service were annihilated. Of the Sipahis, a considorablo 
portion subsequently took service with Mecr KossimKhdn, and 
the remainder were stripped of their equipmetUs and pro¬ 
perty and released; of the Europeans also, numbers of the 
foreigners entered tho enemy s ranks ; but the orBoers and 
gentlemen of tho factory, and the whole of the English troops, 
were made prisoners and carried to Patna, where they were 
afterwards cruelly massacred ; Dr. Fullarton .and 4 Serjeants 
alono escaping out of the whole party. Judging from two 
ofiicial returns of the force shortly prior to its destruction, it 
appears that nearly ilOO Europeans and upwards of 8500 Na¬ 
tives must have been killed or surrendered on this occasion, 
and that 7 officers of Artillery and 29 officers of Infantry 
were slain on the field, died of their wounds^, or were made 
prisoner^< and subsequently perished. It is now impossible 
to trace put the names of all those that were involved in this 
misfortune, but after along and diligent search, tlio following 
have been discovered with tolerable certainty. Of the Artillery 
Captain John Kinch ; 1st Lieutenants George,F. Hockler 
and Richard Perry ; Lieutenant Fireworkers, John Brown, 
Arclean Deckers, John Read, and Benjamin Adamson 
one of tho First Lieutenants appears to have been Ad- 
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THE NAWAOJJ’S COMMUNICATSON. 

jiiiant and the otber . Commissary of Orclnanca.—Of tiiu 
infanU'y, Captain Poter Oarsuirs, diaries Ernest Joeclier, 
Ambrose Perry, Henry FKimmers, James Tabby, 'WiJiiam 
Turtier, and Oeorge Wilson; Lieulonnnts John Bownie, Eich> 
avd B:olliind, Maurice Roach, George Alston, and Sir Wil- 
liairi Hope ; Ensigns John Groenlroe, Robert Roberts, Bun- 
can Mivcieod, Wiiliaiti Crawford, William Hincles, Isaac Huia- 
phrios, John Ruben Roach, John Perry, Walter Mackay, and 
Dr. Anderson.* 

The acquisition of the military stores, ordnance, arms, and 
equipments, were of essential benefit to the Nawanb sforoo. 

„ On the 7th of July, the following letter dated the 28ih June 
I'; 63, was received by the Governor and Council from Meer 
Kossim Kimn, which confirmed the rumour then prevaletot 
that some severe disaster had befallen the Patna detachment:— 
" In iny heart T believed Mr. Ellis to be my inveterate enemy, 
“ but from his actions, I now find he was inwardly my friend, 
“ as appears by this step whicli he has added to others. Like 
“ a night robber he assaulted the Kella of Patna; robbed and 
“ plundered the bazar, and all the merchants and iuhabitanta 
of the city, ravaging and slaying from the morning to the 
" third pahr (afternoon.) When I reipiested of you % or 300 
•* musliots laden in boats, you would not consent to it. This 
unhappy man, in oonsequence of his inwai’d friendship, fa- 
“ vored mo in this fray and slaughter with all the muskets and 
cannon of his army, and is himself relieved and eased from 
“ his burthen. Since it was never my desire to injure the af- 
“ fairs of the Company, whatever loss may have been ooca- 
“ .sioDod by this unhappy man to myself in this tumult, 1 pafes 
“ over : but you, genilemeu, mustanswer for any injury which 
“ the Company’s affairs have suffered; and since you have un- 
“ justly and cruelly ravaged the city, and destroyed the people, 
“ and plundered effects to the value of lacs of rupees ; it be- 
*' comes the justice of the Company to make reparation to 
“ the poor, as formerly was done for Calcutta. You, gen- 


• This list is coitipiled from various 90urce«» tlie most importft’rf. of wlticli is, tb® 
General Miliiury Begister. For a dtitailod Return of this Delftcbmciit ou 
-he JlOth April procedinf,, vide Appendix R. 
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^on,arowonderful friends; having mado ft treaty, to wliicb 
you pledged the name of Jesus Christ; you took from me 
a country to pay the expcnces of your army, with the con- 
‘rdition, that your troops should always attend me, and pro- 
mote nay affairs. In effect you keep up a force for my de? 
atruction ; since, from their hands, such events have proce^l^ 
ed, lam entirely of opinion, that the Qompaviy should favor 
mein causing to be delivered to me the rents for three years 
of my country. Besides this, for the violences and oppres - 
V sions exercised by the English gomastalia for several years 
“ past, in the territories of the Nizamnt, and the large surua 
extorted^ and the losses occasioned by thorn, it is proper and 
just that the Company make restitution at this time* This 
is alb the trouble you need take ; in the same manner as you 
** took Burdwan and the other lands, you must favor me la 
^Vresigning them."* 

Oa the same date, arrangements having been made with 
Meer Jaffier Kh^n, the following proclamation was issued by 
the Governor and Council, and distributed throughout the 
adjacent districts •*“ 

“ The Nabob Meer Mahomed Cossitn Alice Cawh having 
** entered u|>on, and committed acts of open hostility against 
the English nation, and the interest of the English Unit- 
ed igast India Company ; we, on their behalf, are reduced t6 
the necessity of declaring war against him ; and bavingcorae 
** to a resolution of placing the Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Cawn Behader again in the Government; we now proclaim 
'Vand acknowledge him as Subuhdar of the provinces of Beii- 
** gal, Bahar, and Orissa : and further, as the said Cossim Allee 
Oawn has likewise exercised acts of violence and oppres- 
‘fsions over many of the priocipal merchants and inhabitants 
“ of the country to their entire ruin, we do hereby require all 
“ manner of persons under our jurisdiction, and,also invite all 
“ other officers and inhabitants of the country, to repair to the 
“ standard of Meer Mahomed JafGcr Oawn Behader, to assist 
“ him in defeating the designs of the said Cossim AUoe Cawu, 
and finally establishing himself in the suhaluiarroe. 

• VoiisiUfiJTt’s Narrative, voJ, U, pp, 83 ()*il. 
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^•Giveri in Oouucil at Fort WilUoni, tho. 7th day ot' 

under our handy, and the seal of the said United Ehst 

India OoiupanY/'^V 

On the following day, intelligence was received from Roe*' 
sirnbazar that a targe, detachment of the Nawaulfs troops 
, imd arrived at Moorshedabacl, that the factory was invested, 
and that an attack was expected tho following morning, wdiich 
the limited force stationed there was ill calculated to-'susfcain 
with any hope of success. 

Every t'-'fcrtion wos now made to enable tbo Army to 
march, but the greatest difficulties were experieivCod*<'''' iii pro-^ 
curing carriage, cattle, and other necessaries, and above all 
mouoy; Lbo treasury in Calcutta was empty, and Majof 
A.darnB took the Field with only 10,000 Eupees in his Mdi* 
tary chest. 

The Army marched from Ghyrettie on the t>th of July, 
and consisted of the Eurc^poan Cavalry, in all less than 
100 men, His Majesty s 84th Eegiment about 400 strong, 
4 Companies of the European Kegimont and the Fremik 
Rangers, making together about 250 mm ; the 1st 6r ^Cap^ 
,triin Jennings’ Company of AiuiUei 7 , \vUh ID ^|e puectes, 
and three weak Battalions of Sipahis under Oapfeiins Broad- 
brook, “Grant, and Trevanuion {the prefteni Isi^ 5thy and \0th 
RegimerUfi N. L) making a total of less than 850 Europeans 
and 1500 Natives; Captain Long,, with 1 Company of the 
Earopean Battalion, S Companies of Sipahis, and the 1st 
Troop of Mogul Horse, was in advance at Amb^a, on tho 
Hooghly, nearly due East of Burdwan; Captain Knox was 
directed to march from Midrinpore, via Burdwan, with the 2 
Companies of the European Battalion, Captain Stibbert’s' 
and Lieutenant S win ton’s Battalions of Sipahis, (the pre- 
sent 9th and Regiments A" /.) the detail of ArtiUery, 
and the Troop of j\Iogul Horse, so as to,form a junctife ' 
with the Army at Moorshedabacl, leaving a sufficient detail 
of Sipahis at Midnapore ; and Lieiueiiant Stables with the' 
Matthews' Battalion, was on the way iVorn C)iittagorjg“‘'th join 
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fmy, , /Captiiiu Mac.li6Bii A'^as also directed to clesp'ittij|i^na A. 
of the Battalions urulerhis command from Bardwan, to 
a supply of treasure and a convoy of oiittlo and provisions, 
wMcli Mr> Johnstone the agent in that province, had cplleorcxi 
for the use of the Army. One GopFpaay .oi theiEuropeaii BaK 
talion, chiefly composed of sick and corW^lescenls, together 
AvitU the sick of H. M/s B4fch Bagime^ Company of In¬ 

valids, a few GanncrSi and a detachment of Native Infantry, 
were left at Calcutta : the Militia were again called out, and a 
Company of Volunteers was formed from amongst that bodV; 
to co-opefrate withd;ho At'under the command of Capr 
tain Weddorburn, which Oompany subsequeatly left Calcutta 
in charge of a fleet of store.'boats, and (jontinued to perform 
that/Iuty to the olose of the operaLions. Such were, the pre¬ 
parations on the English side for this memorable campaign, 

Iia the mean time, Meer Kosaim Kh^n bad not been idle; 
as already stated, he lind dispatched a force to Moorshodabad 
to support the divisida already stationed there, ■which was 
Upder the conimand of Byucl Mahoinmud Khan, the Governor 
of that city; this powerful reinforcement consisted of S 
Irregular Brigades under thocommand of JafB;er Khto, Aalum ^ 
Khan and Slloik Hybnt Ooluh; their united forces immediately 
attacked the factory at Kossimbazar, which was garrisoned by 
2 or J Gothpames of Regular and 1 or 2 of Local Sipahis, 
with a small detail of Europeans, who being unable to resist 
the means and force broiiglit against them^ wore overpower¬ 
ed in the first attack ; the survivors surrendered themselves 
prisoners, and wore all sent to Mongheer, where the Eu¬ 
ropeans were joined to their unfortunate comrades from 
PiiUia. who had also arrived at that place: the Sipahis 
were either taken into Meer Koasim Khan's service or 
dismissed. Mahommud Tuokee Khan, one of the best of 
the enemy's native Generals, was in command of his own 
Brigade in the Beerbhoom province, and was now air.ect- 
ed to proceed and join the force at Moorsheclabad, wdien the 
whole were to move out and oppose the advance of the Eng- 
lish :—he aocordingly inarched to Moorsheclabad, and then 
pushed forward in advance on the eastern side of the river, 
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'6^ and’ took post in the neigl.botn'liood of Pladsey, to watoti 

the iiioveineuts of llio Knglish ni'itii body, whilst lliO other 
three'iOommnntiers »took up a position trn the 'ivestern hank, 
tntdi a viOv,' of iutercepUng' the detachment cotuing from 
Bardwan. 

The Etiglisli army under Major Adams now advcnced, 
though very slo'vly, owing to the want of carriage and stored. 
On tlie IVtU of July they crossed the river and reached 
Agurdoc))* wliere they were joined by Meer Jaflier Khan, 
wlio having finally amu.ged terms with the Ginernmant on 
the ISth bf the month, hud left CalcnUa on the tUlowing 
day. Tho tenor of this treaty was, that ho should {eonfimi 
alUhe privileges granted by Meet' KoSsim KhAn aneV rescind 
such ordinances ns were considered obnoxious, that he shoiild 
levy the ancient duties upon all except English traders, that 
he should maiutain a force of 12,000 Horse and J 2,000 Pbot, 
that jje should pay the Company thirty lakhs of rupehAfOr 
the expenses of the war, and reitnburse all losses sustained 
by priruto indivkUials. arid permit no Enrdpeiujs to ereok 
fortifications in the country except the English, A dohmion 
of twenty-five lakhs to the Army, and half that sum to the 
■Navy, was subsequently demanded and agreed tS.t 

The first action that took place was on the 17th of July, 

near the hanks of the Adjee river, and afforded a happy omen 
of future success. The dctacum(5n6 sent by Captain Mac- 
Lean from Burdwan, consisted of tlio andTlurdwan Battalion 
(}io!^ (h'J Sill N. I.J, under the command of Licutemiut Wil¬ 
liam Glenn ; this otficer had with him treasure to the umbnnt 
of two iakha of rupees, and a convoy of cattle and grain, all 
of w'uch were urgently required by the English troops, to 
whose camp at Agurdeep ha was ha,stoning, wiien he was met 
by the forces of Jaffier Khan, Aahim Khan, and Sheik Hybut 
Oolah, to tbc number of 17,000 men, horse and foot. Not- 


• luhonia be borne in aniKl tliat, (iliboagh in consequence of the ohnnstea in (be 

course of ilio river, Aguiucop t» now on ilie western bunk, ilie sitreem fonrierly ran 
oji tbe otlier side of iliattov ii, , 

♦ Second Report, p. 20.--F(/r the full detuile of tbo ueaty made on tins 
s^vyUy vide App'sudis S* 
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LIEUTENANT GLENN S GALLANT ATFAIE. 


ianding this vast disparity of numbers. Lieutenant Glenn, 
who haa been de^jcribed by a foreign writer, a cotemporary 
of liig own, as one of the bravest men ever produced iii a 
couiU.ry so fertile in intrepid men," drew up his little force, to 
the best advantage that circumstances pennUted, and coolly 
awaited the attack ; this unequal contest lasted for upwards of 
four hours, and was most clesperately and gallantly maiutatnod. 
Fortunately the enemy had no artillery with them, whilst tl^ie 
English tield-piecea,admirably serv-ed,dealt destruction in their 
ranks whenever they advanced to charge ; the ground also was 
broken,and not well adapted to the movements of Cavalry, of 
which arm a considerable proportion of the opposing forco 
consisted, Tlie enemy however behaved with great courage; 
and nfAucldened at the unej^pected resistance they encoimtprecl, 
and at the idea of having so vduable a pme, and wlmt they 
had regarded as a cerlaiu, and easy victcj^ry, snatched from theu- 
grasp, they redoubled their efforts, and made chargo after 
charge, hoping by their numbers to overwhelm the small body 
of their opponents ; but the gallantry of the Sipahis and the 
steadiness of the Artillery baffled all their efforts : every ch* 
set was received with a withering discharge of grape from tlia 
gnus or with a deliberate volley and an impenetrable row of 
bayonets from the Battalion. Three times wore the gmns 
and treasure captured, and as often rescued by a deLperato 
charge of the Sipahis, luUil at length the enemy having siti- 
fared an exceedingly heavy loss, were rendered hopeless of 
sticoess, and sullenly drew off, leaving the gallant Glenn mas¬ 
ter of the field, with his stores and treasures uatouched. His 
loss, however, was severe, and most of his small detail ’of 
ArtillQryinen and Jfmropean Serjeants were slain. This was 
thefu’staction the/j'/w;^/8//^ Hepime?it o/N. L was engaged 
in, and h. is one of which the Corps may well be proiid. The 
guns which they had so gallantly saved were subsequently 
attached to the Regiment, as a distinction.^' 

After giving his men a few hours’ rest, Lieutenant Glenu 



A.^r>, i wr 

' '.viiriy. 


♦ The attails ftf this gallant affair are cbieflv taLen from CaraccioH, vol. .1, pp. 
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.jSw^'contiiJiiod bis marcli,R?id the same oyeningarrived'at Kutwah, 
' where he expected to find Major Adams, who however had, 
as already stated, crossed the river, and was eucainpod on 
the opposite side ; but finding that the giutbon in tho fort 
of Kutwah was not a numerous one, and that their troojys 
Were dispirited by the result of the recent action, he boldly 
attaolced thb place, which after a feeble defence, was ev acuated 
Uy the enemy. Within the fort was found a considfirable 
Supply of grain, and a number of bulloclts, which were Biost 
acCeptabie, and together with what he had brought with him, 
placed the Army, which he joined the following duy, on a 
comparatively efficient footing. On the 19th, the whoio force 
iii'ove-d on to eiiGOuntcr Mahommud' Tiickee .Khdri, who had 
advanced and taken up a strong position nearly opposite 
Kutwah. Fortunately some jealousy and dissension existed 
between MahotnniudTiiokee Khan and the other three Gommafi- 
dors, who instead of joining his division, although they had 
crossed the river after their defeat by Lieutenant Glenn, now 
took up n position at some distancts in rear of his left flarikj 
toofar ol'f to be able to render any eiloctiial support. As the 
English advance appeared in sight, Mahornuiud Tttckee Ehiin, 
who was a man of great courage, hastened to meet them with¬ 
out wailing for his colleagues ; he had in his Brigade a corps 
of JeTinileliees, composed of picked men, chiefly Afghans:; 
Rohillnhs, and Persians, which corps bore a very high character 
ill the Army. The English iidvance, which was supported by 
the whole of the small body of Cavalryf was very roughly 
havullcd andlost a number of men from the fire of these 
,fo/,aib am! ihm ol a corps, of rocket ni iV which the enemy 
brought up, so much so as to be compolled to rotire upon 
the main boclv. Encouraged by (his appearanoe of suecess, 
Mahommud Tuckee Khan formed up his troops for a generai 
attaedf. riding amongst hi.s ranks and stimulating his soldiers 
by exhortations, promises and example, to follow up their 
present advantage with spirit and alacrity—and by thi-s one 
viotnry efFectually p'lt an end to tho campaign and to all 
foreign power in Bengal.* The troops excited by the address 


» Seir Mutakheria, vol. 5^, p* 258. 








ACTION WITH MAHOMMCD TITQ^ KUAN. 37'^ 

fo-vourit© aod gallant Ooinmandetj loudly chGored A^p. 
him, and rushed on boldly to the attack, vying with each other ' 
to get in advance, and. vowing either to sacrifico their lives 
or obtain the victory, On the other hand, the Engfe 
body, which had now arrived, marched steadily on with less 
noise and excitement, but with equal deterinmntiori and 
greater discipline. The action soon became general and for 
a time was desperately contested ; the luirnbers of the enemy, 
the deadly fire of the JezailoheeS', and the advantage they 
possessed in a numerous and well mounted Cavalry, told groats 
ly in their favour ; but the djcUborate and effective fire of the 
British Artillery, which dealt destruction in the enemy's ranks, 
and the steadiness and discipline of the Infantry, who receiv¬ 
ed the frequent and unpetuous charges, of the Northern horse¬ 
men with the bay one t, rolling them from their saddles w'ith 
a biting fire, as, baffled by tho impenetrable iron Avail, they 
w'ere compelled to I’ctreat,;—more than counter-bahmcod these 
advantages. Still, however, clieered by their bravo Oomman- 
der and confident in their own courage and numbera, the 
enemy fought on gallantly, renewing charge after charge un- 
disinayed by their repeated ciiecks and losses. The British 
Cavalry were so completely outnumbored as to be useless ; 
and at one time a wavering was observed in the English 
raviksN This ciraumstauce did not escape the eagle eve 
of Mahommud Tuckee Khdu:—although his horse had 
fallen under him just before, killed by a cannon shot wfflich 
grazed the sole of-his ovvn foot, cansiug the most excruciat-, 
ing pain, he mounted a fresh animal, and ttdting a chosen 
body -of Afghan horse, moved to attack the right of tlie Bri¬ 
tish line; but the skill and foresight of the English leader 
had prepared for tills movement; that Hank was covered by a 
small nulhvh with a low jungle on its bank, in which Major 
Adame had posted a Coro pan y of Sipahis, and as Mahommud 
Tuckee lOmi with his foUoweivs dashrul in^ the stream, this 
little party rose from their ambuscade, and poured in an un¬ 
expected and deadly fire of musketry,'which checked their 
advance and sent most of the leading files into eternity. Ma- 
bommud Tuckee Xh^a fell with a bullet through his brain, 
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DEATH OF MAH05irMt;» THCKBE KHAK. [CHA 

tand expired with aa tinfinished curse on the, cowardice of 
’ bis fellow-commanders upon bis lips.* The death of their 
leader discouraged the enemy and decided the fate of the day; 
they now gave way in all directions, and left the English mas¬ 
ters of the field, and of a complete though hard-won viotory, 
The loss of the enemy was very heavy, and had the liritish 
Cavalry been more numerous and effeotive, their cleBtructioa 
vispuld have been comidete ; as in was, they lost the whole of 
their Artillery and stores, and a nuinber of cattle, which latter 
were most acceptable to thd victors. The fugitives rallied 
around theBrigades of Sheik liybut Oolah and his colleagues, 
who had ri!n.\aiMed at a distance the whole time, sjtecttttors 
but not piu-ticipators in the action. Had they supported 
Mahonunud Tuedree Khdn, a very different result might have 
ensued. The loss of the Etiglish was also considerabte, and 
two out of the small proportion of ofllcers were killed ;-tlie 
•were Lieutenant Charles Delaserre of the CiiValry, and .Lieu¬ 
tenant Smith of the Infantry.t 

The Army halted on the field of battle, and Plassoy House 
being in sight, in oomplimont to that victory, the .Barole 
given out for the night was “ Olive,” and the,OL.imforSjgn 
“ Plassey.” Here the troops remained for three iclays., burying, 
the dead, tending the wounded, and repairing their losses ; a 
magazine of stores was collected at Kutwah, the place put 
into a niox'e defensible condition, and a sufheiont detail Q,f 
Sipahis left for its proteotion. 

I On the 28rd, the Army marched to>fMoo,rshedabad and 
stormed the enemy s iutrenchments at. Mooteejheel, after 
which the Governor abandoned the city, and joined the force 
assembled near Sootee, whore MeerICossim Ehan had directed 
that they should make a final stand to enable them t& do 
■which, he sent them considerable reinforeements, iuclnding 
the regular Brigades under Sumrooand Markar, a fQrrnidjthle 
body of Cavalry under A.ssud Oolah Khdn, and a corps of 
rocket-men under the command of Meer Niisseer Khan, who 
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the' altaek‘^on Patna ; ifi ilftltl pieces aceooipanied 
these reinforcemeiU.3, inanned by EuTO|)eaU$> and topnsBe^,^- 
On the 25111 of July;^ AJeer .Taffier Kban made bis fcriumpbal 
entry into the city of Moorsliedabad, and took lus seat p,p the 
miisnatl. He fixed liis resideuco in Aly Vordoe Kiubv’s palace^ 
find tlio English troops encutfiped at Saudut Bagh. Somo 
disturbances ooC/urred in the city/hut they were chiedty' odd* 
fined to the lower orders, and originated in attempts at plui;* 
der. The more respectable inhabitants submitted quietly if 
not cheerfaliy to the chan| 2 !G of Governmentj and tbe mercan¬ 
tile community welcomed any arrangeineiit that bold o\U a 
prospect of delivering them from the exactions of Meer Kos- 
gim Kbarn vvhose necessities and suspicious of the Hindoos 
had led hir.a into the commission of great severUios towards 
that class, particularly as regarded the. fiimily of the Seths, 
the members of which wealthy llrm he had made pris6^uu^s ao^ 
carried to.Morigheer, on account of their supposed eotmecUon 
with the English; 

On tho 27tb, the troops crossed tho river and were johied 
in a day or two by the Nawaub, and such followers as ho, could 
collOofc. A Bafiicierifc detachmont of Sipahij^;, with the sick 
and wounded Eiu’ 07 )eaos, was left for ine protection' of the 
Kossimbazar fiictory, and Captain Kobert Campbell, the 
senior ofijoev left in charge, was directed to raise another 
Battalion of Sipabis, upon whicli duty ho commenced at 
once, and organized the Govi)s^ which is noio the 6/A Uegt- 
merit gf N. in a remarkably short period.t 

Other arrangements 'wero about the same time made by the 
Governinent for adding to the Native portion of the foviie* 
The details left in the Province of Midiiapove vvera directed to 
be increased for the better protection of that disu’ji't/ and 
Captaiu Gilbert tvonside, the Town Major in Cuicatta, was 
also ordered to raise another Battalion^ which he shortly 
accomplished, which Corps, Ihe ll^h Regiment N. 1^, 
still bears his uume.f 

Whilst at Moorshedabad, the force was joined by LieiUe- 
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.nariti) tables with the Mat/him Battaliooy and a&l' tfeey Iriil 
,crossed the Captaia Knox joined the army with ^the 

detachment from Midnapore. / 

« The force now a^^sembled;, amounted altogether to ah&ht 
1000 Kuro|>??ans, and nearly 4000 Sipahis ; tfie Edtbpean 
portiba consisung of li. M.’s 84th Begiment some 400 
strong, the European Battalion, including the French Com¬ 
pany, upwards of 850, the European Cavalry about 150v 
and the Artillery ':»bove 120 strong; the latter appears to 
. have been divided into two Oompanics about .this time, the 
remaining under Captain eTenninga particular command, 
assisted by Captain lifeutenaut John Green* and the 2hd 
Company under Oapmin Ralph Winwood, who had been pro* 
mbted to that grade in November ITOl, most probably with a 
view to his holding the actual command of the 1st Company, 
as Gttptnih Jennings was considered in the 4^ght of a field 
officer, and held the general command of tli§ whole of this^ 
arm ; in fact, ho is generally spoken of at^i this period as 
Majof, though he did not actually attain that rank until 1705. 
The Native portion of the force consisted of the 2 Troops of 
Mogul Horse, a detail of Lascars attached'to the Artillery, 
and 7 Battalions of Sipalus, viz. Captain Broad brook's (the 
ft emit \sl Regiment N. /. J, Captain Grant s the fresent 6 th 
N. Lieutenant Stables fthe MathewsJf Gi\Y>Xfxh\ Smith/vS 
fthe present Wi N. T.J, Captain TrevauniouH (the present 
10/A N. Ijy Captain >Subbv?^rts (the p^^esent ^th N, Lj, and 
Lieutenant Swintoii'a {the present drd I J The whole of 
these Bat calions were very weak, owing to the detachments left 
o.t the Presidency, in the Midnupore districts, at Kutwuh, and 
Kpssirnbazar, none of them having previously been complete j 
their average r^rengtli being only fronf 5 to 000, litile more 
than half their nominal establishment. 

Major Adams held the general command of the whole, and 
Major Carnac the subordiunto command of the Company’s 
troops: Captain Jeuniags that of t])e Artillery, and Captain 
George Hay appears to have commanded the Cavalry, Gaptaia 
Knox was appointed Qnarter-Master-General of the force ; 
Captain Champion seems to have acted a.s Bngade'Major, 
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iin W. Grant;’PCvM/s 84tb Regiment, was Field Eogiaeor a. a 
and Military Secretary to Major Adams ;; arid laeutoaanfc " 
Glenn,for gallant conduct on ihe recent occasion, was ap-’ 
pointed Aide-de^Gamp; Licatenaot James Nicoll, held tho 
situation of Adjutant to the wbolo of tho Sipaht' battalions, 
an appoiiitmont corresponding witli that of Assistant Adju*- 
* tant-Genoral at present. The force appears to have been bad¬ 
ly off for medical staff; but it had the advantage of a Chaplain, 
for the first time On record in this army.'^f 

A bridge svas now thrown over the Banslee Nullah, wlaoh 
the Army crossed on tbo 1st of August, and on the 2nd 
they found themselves in front of the, eneriiy* drawn up on 
the plains of Gherriab, to the number of nearly 40,000 inen, 
of whom upwards of 12,000 were Cavalry, with a powerful 
Artillery. 

The regular brigades of Markar and Sumroo were formed ’ 
in line in the centre, commanding the main road; to their 
right, Meer Assud-Oolah Khan took up his position vsdtii a 
division of between 7 and 8,000 Cavalry and nearly 12,000 
Infantry, partly Telingahs and partly Nujeebs. Sheve Alee 
Khkti took post on the left of the lino with a smaller Jlrigade, 
that flank being in a great measuro protected by the river.f 
The enemy committed a great error in thus advancing to 
meet the English,, which can only be accoimted for by their 
confidence in their <rwn numbers and efficiency ; they had in 
the first instanco taken up a strong position near Sootco, 
which had been intrenched; here their troops sheltered from 
attack might have chosen their own ground and time for 
aotio-h, whilst the English force ill supplied with every 
necessary, might have been harassed by the enemy’s Cavalry, 
by vvdmm their supplies could have been cut offi whilst the 
altcriioto heat and drenching rain of that season must speedi¬ 
ly have told upon the health of the European troops. 
Instead of taking advantage of these favourable cireum- 
stances, tbo Nawaiub’s force advanced to meet the English as 
soon as the latter had crossed the Banslee, by which they 
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BATTLE OV GHKj'lETAiy. 

‘pi^not only abandoned their advantage of ground, but also Imi 
in ft great measure the beneht of their suporiority in iHimberB. 
as the English position ^vft3 in an angle formed^^ 
pbJiqno junction of the Bansloe with the Bhdgarettee, and 
consequently its flanks were covered by the tWH") streams. 
The English line of battle appears to have been much on 
the uanfil plan, the Europeans in the centre in two Battalions, 
the KitJgs to the loft and Company s to the right,, with 
pieces of Artillery on either Hank; S Battalions of Sipahis 
to the right and 8 to the left, with 2 field^pieocs on their 
flanks, and 1 Battalion of Sipahis, with 3 fleldqnecea and 
the Cavalry in. reserve. The action commenced early on the 
morning of the 2nd of August, with a distant canonade; but 
both sides gradually advanced to closer quarters: the Eu- 
ropeans and the Sipahi Battalions on their immediate flaBks> 
were opposed to the regular Battalions of aumroo’s and 
MarkaEs Brigades, which they gradually compelled to give 
ground, notwithstanding the great superiority of th^ latter 
in Artillery; but on the left the action was more dubious. 
A desperate charge of Cavalry made by Meer Asstid-Ooldi s 
division, headed by a.chosen body of horso under the com¬ 
mand of Meet Budr-oo^Dcen, broke the EngliBh left vsing> 
and Captain Stibbert s Battalion which was on tho oistreme 
left of the whole, was cutoff and nearly annihilated; .this 
Corps behaved with the greatest gallantry, but overpowered 
bv numbers, they were forced to the banks of the Bamlcev 
in Avhich many were drowned Major Adams perceiving their 
danger, ordered up Major Carnac with the reserve (the 
Maihem,) Battalion and two guns to their support, which 
opportune reinforcement saved the romnant of Captain Stib- 
bert’s Battalion and drove back the attacking party; but in 
the interim a large body of Assud-Oolali Kharfs division still 
led by Budr-oO'Beeu, had broken through the English left, 
wing and got to the rear of the left centre, where they attack' 
ed the 84th B-egimont with great impetuosity in rear 
and captured the % guns on its flank, whilst IvToer Nus- 
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the situation of the English was now exceedingly critical, but 
fortunately Sheer Alee Khan's Brigade on the enemy a left 
made so feeblo an attack, that Major Adams was enabled to 
move up the greater portion of Us right wing to the aid of 
the centre, and the Bengal European Battalion inclining to 
its own left, attacked Meer Niiaseor Khan’s troops in front of 
H. M;.*8 84thRegiment, whilst at the same time Lieutenant Bta- 
hies arrived with the Battalion and In turn attacked 

Badr-oo-Deen: the men of the 84th thus supported., disengag¬ 
ed tliemselves and recovered tile ^ field-pieces on their flank 
which had been captured by the enomy. Meer Budr-oo • 
Doen was w’oundod and bis troops discouraged, whilst Aa»ud- 
Oola.h Khun who was advancing to lus support, surprised at 
this change of affairs, wavered, halted, an(J fiaalfy began to 
retreat. This was the crisis of the day, and Major Adams 
with admirable skill seized the opportunity, closed the whole 
line to the centre and advanced with the bayonet to a general 
charge ; the enemy unable to stand before this irresistable 
line of cold steel/gave ground and speedily fell into confiu 
siou, with exception to Markar’s and Sumroo’s J3rigades, 
which effected their retreat with some degree of order bat with 
little honor ; Meer Niisseet Khan with his rocket-mon made 
a bold attempt to check the advance, taking up a position, in 
the bed of a sixidll nullah, but the English bayonet bore 
down all opposition, and liis troops suffored very severely ; 
the retreat or rather flight now became general, and the Eng¬ 
lish after a w^ell contested and at one time a very doubtful 
action, found themselves masters of the field, having gained 
one of the most brilliant victories on Indian military record ; 
—17 pieces of cannon fell into their hands, besides 150 bpalir» 
of stores and provisions which were lying in the river. The 
loss of the enemy was very great, and that of the English was 
also considerable,,it fell however chiefly upon the Sipahfs, 
especially ou Onptain Stibbert’f' Battalion. Ainongetthe slain 
on this hard fought field were the gallant Lioutenaiu William 
Glenn, who thus early, but honourably closed his brilliant ca¬ 
reer- Lieutenant Walter Furlong of. the European Battuiioir , 



IfeO i\DVAKCE TOWARDS OODWAH NULLAH, 

"Ensigu Andrews of H,‘M. s 84th Beginiozit and Lieut. G. T. 
Kaylor of the Artillery. Several officers were woivoded, amon gst 
whom were Capt. Stibbert, in 8 places; Lieut. Swintou severely, 
and Ensign Amniiig who was shockingly mangled.’^ Tboro ia 
probably no action in wbioh the .Bengal Army was ever engaged^ 
more deserving of commemoration than thoBattle of Gherriah, 
whether coasiderocl with veferonce to the desperate nature of 
the coiihiot, the stake at issue, or the importance of its re¬ 
sults ; yet althougb so many Regiments were honorably 
engaged in it, none bear my distinction or record of this 
glorious field. The Corps now existing, entitled to this dis- 
tinedon, are the Artillery, the whole of which was engaged ; 
the 1st Bengal Europoan Fuziiiers ; and the ist, Brd, 5th, 
8th, 9th and 10th Regiments of Native Infantry. 

Captain .Knox was promoted to th^rrank of Major dor his 
conduct on this occasion, and Captain Francis Obzens obtain¬ 
ed the vacant Company. The Army remained on the held of 
Battle during the 2nd and 3rd, repairing their losses, burying 
the dead and collecting the wounded of both Arrrnee, who 
wero sent to Moorshedabad, and ou the 4tli, which was Sufl- 
day, they marched to Aurangabad a little beyond Hootoe, 
whore divine service was performed in camp, and thanks¬ 
giving returned for tlie late victory, after which a Royal salute 
was fired in honour of the occasion.t The Army now oonti- 
Tilled to advance towards Ood'^ ah Nullah, a strong pass a lew 
miloa to the south of Rajmahal, which Meer Kossim Khan had 
previously caused to be strengthened and strongly defended. 
Meer Kossim Khdu liimself still remained at Monglieer, re¬ 
taining Goorgheem Kban with, him, and busily employed in 
raising new levies, and endeavouring to repair the losses 
be had already sustained. He now sent order for a deter- 
iniued resistance at Oodwah Nullah, and dispatched con^. 
sidcrable reinforcements to the Army, including another 
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Oaraccioli, voi. 1—Tbe Seir Mnttikherin, vol. 2—Ist and 2nd Ikport.*}—TLe 
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Brigade of Tiiianitry, well supplied with ATtiilery, A.! 
mider the command of Aratoon, an Armeniau officer, and a 
body of Northern Cavalry under Meer Nudjiif Kh4n, a Perr 
aian Nobleman of acknowledged bravery and reputation. 
Meer Himmut Alice the Biickshee, and Moer Medheo Khiin 
who htts been Governor at Patna, were also sent forward 
with the,troops iiader their, several commaada; and to encou¬ 
rage the force, Meer Kossim Khdn anneimcod his .ratontiau 
of proceeding thither himself; but this measure if ever 
contemplated was sooa abandoned, personal courage not, 
being amongst the list of his virtues. Apprehensive of 
the result of the campaign, ho sent his family and treasures 
to the strong fortress of Bhotas on the banka of the Soane 
and made his own arrangarnents for a retreat to Patna if ne- 
cessary. His disposition appears about tliis time to have 
become soured and cruel by his reverses, and he now gave 
orders for the execution of the Hindoo prisoners in his 
power; amongst whom were Eajah Ram Narain, Rajah Baj 
Boolub, the Seths, Eajah Booniad Sing, Bajah Futteh Sing 
and several other men of rank, all of whom perished about 
this period, Kajah Bam Narain was thrown into the river with 
a bag of sand around his neck, and the Seths were precipi¬ 
tated from the top of one of the towers of the fort into 
the river. 

On the i tthof August the English Army, having been 
joined by another convoy of stores from Burdvvai}, xinddr 
the charge of 8 Companies of Captain MacLeau's Battalion, 
arrived at Piilkoepore, about 4 miles Ifom the enemy’s in- 
tronchrneats, a little in advance of whicb place, .Major Adams 
formed his Gamp nearly parallel to the enemy’s line, 

Tlu‘ position selected by the enemy was one of excoedlcg 
strength, to add to which no pains or expense had been spar¬ 
ed. It commanded the main and only road, and exte^nded 
across the gorge formed between the Ganges and tlie Baj- 
mahal hills, a steep spur of which ran oat and narrow^ed the 
pass at this particular point. A deep morass extended along 
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,e from of the lines from near the foot of the hilla' i:o ^h- 
in less than J 00 yards from the nver, along whioii narrow 
strip ran tlie road. The left of the intrench me nt rested 
on the river, from hence it ran in a south-westerly direction 
for about a mile, when it abutted upon a steej) isolated hill 
which was strongly fortified and garrisoned ; from this it again 
branched off in a more southerly direction up to the main 
spur of the mountains, amongst the ravines and flcarped 
precipices of which, it finally terminated. The whole of this 
line of works was of recent construction ; the ramparts were 
about 00 feet thick and 10 high, surmounted by a parapet of 
about 18 feet thick and 7 high, and in front, along the whole 
line on the plain, ran a deep ditch of 00 feet wide and about 
12 deep. Batteries were erected at convenient intervals, and 
upv.\ards of 100 pieces of cannon were mounted upon them. 
Some distance to the rear was the old line of works, and the 
Oodwnih Nullah, from which tlie pass derived its name, the 
steep hanks of which formed a natural defence of themselves ; 
t^cross this a stone bridge had been thrown, where a strong 
guard was stationed ; and in the interval the whole of the 
Army was ericaroped. The force collected here comprised 
al! the troops that had escaped from Gherriah, with the reiu- 
foroemento sent by Meer Kossim Kh^in, the whole amounting 
to upwards of 40,000 men, including the regular Brigades q 1 
Suiuroo, Markar and Aratoon.* 

The only accessible point was along the bank ol the 
river, and to attack this the Army now bent their endea¬ 
vours. Fascines and gabions were constructed, approaches 
lined out and batteties thrown up with (ionsiderable skill; 
tho troops, Europeans and Natives, working with cheer¬ 
fulness and alacrity; but the progress of those operations 
was very slow, owing to the limited means at command ; 
the force was moreover constantly harassed by parties of 
the enemy stealing out of the intrenchments near the foot 
of tho hills, and fording the morass before daylight; this 
compelled Major Adams to extend his camp to the left 
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throw up an intrenohmont in front, his right resting a. p. nor^, 
on the river and his left on a branch of the morass; the 
King’s ami Gonipany’s Battalions were in the centre, the 
Sipahi Battalions divided on the flanks; a strong guard of 
Sipahis w^as pushed forward to the right to support the par¬ 
ties in the trenches, to which tho Artillery,~tlie paucity of 
whose Bumhers could admit of no relief,—were entirely con¬ 
fined. The Company of Volunteers under Captain Wed* 
derburn and tho 8 Oornpames of Captain MaoLean^s 
talion that had receutly arrived, were stationed in the boats, 
for the defence of the stores and the command of the rlv'cr. 

In these tedious operations nearly a month was consumed; 
at length on the 4th of September, 3 Batteries had been 
erected, tho nearest of which was within 800 yards of the? 
fortifications, in the massive ramparts of which the Artillery 
of tho English could make but little impression, although all 
the siege guns of tho force had been disembarked from the 
boats; a Small breach was effected, however, close to the gato^ 
way near the river, but of a very imperfect 2 iatuTe,ivamf suc¬ 
cess if not hopeless appeared very distant.—On tlu;< day An 
European soldier of Meer Kossim Khan’s Army, originally a 
deserter from the Oorapan)’s service, came in and ofi’ered, on 
condition of pardon, to point out a ford through iiic morass 
by which the troops might cross and attack the left of tho 
intrenchment.* That such a ford did exist, the previous attack^ , 
of the enemy had proved, and the proposition was readily em¬ 
braced. Arrangements were accordingly made that night, 
and tho following morning the Grenadiers of the 84th Eegi- 
ment and those of the European Battalion, with 2 Battalions 
of Sipahis, of which Captain Broadbrook's present 
jN'. I,) was one, got under arms three hours before daybreak,, 
the whole under the command of Captain James Irving ; 
whilst the remainder of the force, leaving a sufiicieat guard 
in camp, moved quietly into the trenches, with the intentioh 
of making a false attack to attract tho enemy's attention, 
which vas to be converted into a real attack if circumstances 


♦ Seir Mutakheriu, vol, 13) p* 372 







Sl 


STOBM OF THE LINES OF OOPWAH NULLAH. [cHaP 

^permitted ; this latter party was commanded by Cax>tain 
Moran, and a reserve column was held in readiness under 
Major Carnao to act as might bo found advisable. The de~ 
tacbment under Captain Irving crossed tlio morass wiUi great 
difficulty, the men being obliged to carry their arms and 
pouches on their heads to save them from getting w:et; they 
Buooeeded, hosvever, in reaching the intronchment wkhout be¬ 
ing dist'.overed, and their being no ditch at that jxjirjt, they 
planted the scaling ladders they had purposely brought and 
mounted the rainport; this was close to the isolated hill al- 
ready mentioned, and as the latter was strongly stockaded on 
the summit and might be looked upon as the key of the posi¬ 
tion, Captain Irving determined to ascend and endeavor to 
carry it by surprise; .strict orders were given to the men on 
no account to liiv, but to trust solel^’^ to the bayonet, and se¬ 
veral of the enemy who were found lying asleep under the 
parapet^ received their x)assports into eternity from that silent 
imt deadly weapon. Before the party reached the summit, 
the alarm was given,—but too late ; the Grenadiers rushed 
forward, closely followed by the Sipahis, and in a lew 
minutes they wore masters of the stockade and not one 
of the'enemy left alive: a inussaul that had been brouglit 
for the purpose was now lighted and held aloft as tho pre¬ 
concerted signal for the {>arty in the ti’enches the Artillery 
from the advance Battery opened a sudden and heavy h’re 
upon the breach, until the party under Captain Moran had 
got oloae to it; great difficulty was experienced in crossing 
the ditch, and when this was effieoted, tho breach was found to 
be very steep and only wide enough for one person : the 
enemy however distracted by the varied attack made but a 
fe*eble resistance, and a -sufficient party having ascended by 
means of sealitig ladders opened the gate to thoir comrades :— 
the irhoie force now rushed in and, an previously agreed upon, 
turned to their left, wdiilst Captain Irving party having moved 
to the right, the whole united and a feurful scene of carnage en¬ 
sued. It was ^et barely day-light and the enemy confounded 
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^suddenness of the attacl: coming from severa] quarcei^/A.I). 
wetc tirrown into inexfidcablo confusion^ to acid to wliioh, tlieir 
own guard Btationed at chc'bridge over the Buliuh, had orders 
to fire upon any one attempting to oross 3 with a view of com- 
polling the troops to resistance,—a’duty wbicli was performed 
with fearful effect ^ ^ speedily bloched up that 

passage aind forced the fugitives to look for some other chan- 
nol of escape ; many threw themselves into the river and were ‘ 
drowuott, others attempted to cross the Oodwah, bat tho steep* 
ness of the banks^, and the pressure and confusion of the pa- 
]aiC"S[.ruck crowd caused a vast sacrifice of life the greater 
portion of those who escaped, got off by skirling the hills, and . 
many perished amongst the difficulties and precipices of that 
route ; a few attempted to make a stand in the old lines, but ’ 
they were speedily overpowered and destroyed; lo,000 are 
said to. have perished iq this attack and during the flight. To 
tho credit of the English no unnecessary slaughter wajs com¬ 
mitted; after being once assured of success, uono fell by. 
their hands’ save those in actual opposition,: an immcTxse 
number of prlBoners were taken, including several officers of 
rank, all of whom were kindly treated and r:absec]aent|y roK: 
leased. The great casualty was chiefly attributable to the panict 
the confusion, and the darkness, as also to the usual mode 
of ,ogres|3 being closed. The loss of the English was com-' 
parativeTy incotisidorablo, the only officer whose death is re^ 
corded being the gall ant/Captain Broadbrook, who had so 
long eonimandod the Jst Battalion of Sipabis. Lientenaiu 
Hampton was also severely wounded. Upwards of 100 pieces 
of cannon "were captured,.besides a vast quantity of military ^ 
stores, and so complete the overthrow, that the enemy 
never attcinpj^d to rally either at Eaftpahal, which was ford- 
tied, ox in tbe^ckreegnllee or Tcreeahgallee passes,—either of 
which was equally tenable with that of Ooclwah Nullah,—and 
the Wearied fugitives arriving in the neighbourhood of 
IVIongliecr, brought tluvfirst intelligence to MeerKossim Kfran 
of the disaster that had befallen his army.^ r 
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. When the difficultiee of the undertaking, the enormous 
disproportion of tho forces, and the coinplcteness of the 
result are considered, this mhst he acknowledged to have 
hoea a most extraordinary and Ijrilliant achievement ; and 
though the success was attributable to the eurprieOi the siege 
operations^ considering the meanSj were highly creditable to 
the army, more especially when it is remembered how little 
practical knowledge either officers or men could have posi^ess- 
ed of that description of warfare. 

The officers enaployed as Engineers on this oioasiou 
appear to have been Captain Grant of H. M/s 84t]‘i Regiment. 
Captain Lieutenant Gri;eii of the Artillery, and a Mr,,;Hugms 
of the Engineer Department ; Captain. Lieutenant Green was 
promoted to the rank of Captain for his conduct, the day 
after the assault*^ 

On the Otli of September 1703, the, Army marched to Raj•• 
mahal, where they halted during the 7th, and an auction wu,^ 
held on the horses, cattle, and stores captured jit Opdwah 
Nullah. The .Cavalry were remounted, stores were laid in, 
and a fortifieii'post was established in a largo mosque near 
the bank of the river, in which all the sick and woipxded were 
placed : On the 8th of September the Army resumed its 
march towards ■l^.ijgheer.t 

Tire news of the*' defeat at Oodwah Nullah exoile^d.,equal sur^ 
prise and indigmition in themiii^jd of Meer Kossim KBiii ; on 
receipt of tliejintelligenoe he hastened towards Patna, taking 
with him the whole of his European prisoners, upon whom 
he now threatened to wu'eak bis vengeance. The first an- 
. noimcement of this intention was ^conveyed in the following 
letter which he wrote to Major Adams, dated the 9th 8ep- 
’ tember 1763 : 

That for these three months you have been laying waste 
the Kings country with your forces, what authority have 
you ? If you are in possession of any royal sunnud for iny 
dismissioii, you ought to send me either tho original, or a 
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“COPY of it, that liaving seen it, and shewn it to my army, 

° , o 1 ‘ tSeptemheni; 

I may quit this coantiy, and repair to the presence ol nis ' 

“ Mejesty. Although 1 have in no respect intended any ; . ■ 

“ breach of public faithy yet Mr. Ellis, regarding not treaties 

*■ or ongngoaients, in violation of public faith, proceeded v, 

“ against me tvith treachery and nighhassaulte. All my •' ■ 

“ people then believed that no peace or terms now remained 
“ with the English, and that wherever they could be found, 

“ it was their duty to kill them. With this opinion it was ' . . ; , 

“ that the anmila of Moorshedabad killed Mr. Amyatt, but it 
“ was by no means agreeable to me, that gentleman shpuld ’ 

" be killed. On this account I write ; if you are resolved on 
“ ydur own authority to proceed in this business, know for a ■ , > 

“ certainty that I will cutoff the heads of Mr. Ellis and the 
“ rest of your chiefs apd send them to you. , 

“ Exalt not upon the success which you have gained mere- 
“ ly by treachery and night-assaults, in two or three places, 

“ over a fewjemmadars sent by me. Jly the will of God, 

“ you shall see in what manner this shall bo revenged and re- ' ■ ' 

“ taliated.”* 

There were not wanting some around Meer Kossim Kh^rf 
to enoourago and approve of this expressed intention, amongst , ' 

whom was the renegade Sumroo ; but otherp ventured lO ad- . : 
vocate u more mereiful course. Allee Xbranim Ehan, one ot , his . 
principal advisers, urged him at least :o -release the women ' / 

and children, of whom, horrible to relate, there #ppear to ' 
have been several in his power, but to this he w.ouM not listen. 

On receipt of bis letter Major Adams considered it rausi; 
advisable' to’ act upon his fears, and sent him the followirig , 
reply 

“ I received your letter, and understand the content^ 

“ The English having always had in view the articles of the 
" treaty, endeavoured by pacific measures to , reconcile all 
“ differences with you, till the perfidious massacre of iM'r. 

“ Amyatt compelled thsm, oontrary to their inclinations, to 
“ declare war against you. Yon say it was not your iuten- 
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tion to murder Mr* Amyatt, why then did you not punish 
the aggressors with the utmost severity ? There are 
three months elapsed and nothing done. We have now, 
'V by the assistance of Providence), brought your affnirs to a 
very low ebb. It is true you have Mr. Ellis, and many 
other gentlemen in your power ; if a hair of their heads is 
hurt, you can have no title to mercy from the English, and 
you may depend upon the utmost fury of their resentment, 
‘‘' and that they will pursiio you to the utmost extremity of 
“ tiio earth ; and should we unfortunately not lay hold of 
you, the vengeance of the Almighty cannot fail overtaking 
you, if you porpbtratc so horrid an act as the inmder of 
thevgentlemen in your cuKStody.”^^^ 

Mr. Vansittaffc also wrote to him, pointing out the enor« 
tnity of bis contemplated crime, which opposed to the 
law of nations and hiunaxiity, and requesting him to rey 
member how dihhrently his officers anti soldiers who liad;fel-’ 
ion into the hands of, the English had been treated,—*the pri¬ 
soners released and the wounded tended ns carefully as their 
own people ; but unfortunately these remonstrances were of 
no avail. Whatever may have been the faults of Ellis 
and his advisers, the close of their career was Ijonourable 
to themselves and to the country that produced them ; they 
wrote t J Major Adams, expressing their conviction that their 
fate was scaled, and their readiness to submit to it like) men, 
and bogging that no consideration for their position might 
for a moineDt interfere with the plans or measures of the 
English Commander and his troops. 

The recurrence of such serious disasters had ,rendered 
Meet Kossim Khdn suspicious of all his officers, and more 
esl^eoially of Goorgheeu Khan, who was reported to be in com¬ 
munication with the English, through the medium of Ms 
brotlier Aga Petroos ; this feeling being once manifestect, 
several of those about him who had dong viewed the Ar¬ 
menian’s ascendancy with jealousy and dislike, spared no 
exertion to encourage and foster these suspicions. The 
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_j was iluit duriTis the march to I^atna, a tumult was ex- A.n. 

cited iu camp one night, and Goorgheen Khan 'was -slain V 
apparently by Moer Kossim Klidu’s order.—His body was 
immediately interred withput any ceremony, and order wa,g at , 
once restored in 

Previous to the storming of the lines of Oodwah Nwliali, 
Meer Kossim Kb&u had entered into a treaty with Ivamghar 
Khan, by which the estates of that chief were restored, and 
his services and co-operation seourecL In. accordance with 
this treaty, Kainghar Khdit levied a force and prepared to niake 
a diversion in favour of Meer Kossim .Kbttri by invadiiVg 
tlie province of Bheerboom and threateifing Bard\Van. In 
consequence of this movement, Major Adams, on the 19th 
September, directed Major Carnao to proceed to .Burawan and 
to aseume the con^ma^^d of that province ; at the same time 
directing Capt Witohoot with two Subaltenis and his troop, 
of European Hussars, and Meerza Iloosein Beg’s Eussallah 
of Mogul .Horse, to acoompany him as an escorc and to reio'’ 
force the detachment smtionod in that qtiartor,t whilst other 
arrangements w-ere made in Calcutta for adding to the 
strength pf that portion of; the fron tier. 

In the mean time tlie army continned to advance upon 
Monglieer,- which Meer .Kossim Kbau h.'ukjmade his oapltdl 
and Strongly fortified ; as they approached the place, a stiong 
detachment was sent forwai:d to iin^est it and common 
proacLos on the ist of October the main body arrived,, ahei 
the batteries which had been thrown up wore immjjciimply v 
opened, and mainhiined a heavy :6ro all that and the f6Bown',g\ 
day, whep the breach was reportedpracticable, and arivnngehrfuts 
mad.: foran. assault : biU that evening Arab Allee 
Gbvcruoi^ capitulated, and surrendered himself and his 'garii*' 

Bon, consisting of 8000 regular Sipahis, pri.soners of war.t 

The possession hf Monghoer was of'importance to tho 
English. Mr. Hugins tho Engineer was directed to repair 
tliO breach and improve the defences. ^‘AU the sick and 
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ouDt'led were disembarked from the boats and brought from 
Bajniahul, aud a comfortabio hospital established; a depot 
of stores was also formed, of which a considerable fiuanaty 
wm fonud in the fort, and a detail of Sipahis was left as a 
guard iihdor the command of Captain John White, who was 
farther directed to organise another Battalion of Sipahis at 
that place.^ Judging from the rapidity with which this Corps 
was completed and reported fit for duty, it is probable that 
many of Meer KossimKhaifs troops who had surrendeired, took 
service in it, and equally probable that others 'helped to fill 
up the casuaUios in the existing Battalions. This Corps is now 
the I2tiN. and under the corruption of Bote * 
still bears the name of its founder. Preparations were now made 
for the attack of tlm city of Patna, to which place Meer Kossim 
Khau had retreated with all his forces. Captain Wedder- 
burn was directed to proceed and make the best df%is way to 
Patna, with the boats laden with the battering gitns, ammuni- 
tion, ami stores, protected by his Company of Yoluntoers and 
tbeb Companies of Captain MacLeaivs Battalidn ; Captain 
Stibbert was sent forward with 2 Oompaiiieslof the European 
Battalion, 2 Battalions of yipfiliis, including his own, and a 
detail of Artillery with 4 guns, to throw a bridge over the 
^irrj^ah Nullah; and another party was sent forward to repair 
the bridge over tlie Dalcra Nullah, which had been broken 
down by Meer Ko^^sim Khto’s order to retard the pursnit.t On 
the 15th of October, all arrangements having been complet¬ 
ed, the/nTny recommenced its march. 

V BuPin the interim other circumstances had occurred which 
require notice. 

The intelligence of the fall of Mongheer filled up the mea¬ 
sure of Mucr Kossirn Khan's fury, the surrender being attribut¬ 
ed to treachery. Hd now issued the fatal ord^^r for the massacre 
of his unfortanate prisoners, but so strong was the feeling 
on the subject, that none amongst his officers could be found 
to undertake the office, until Sumroo offered his services to 
execute it. 
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belonging to one Hadjeo Ahmud^ on the site of the present 
English cemetery in that city. Hither Sumroo repaired oix 
the 5 th of October^ with two Companies of his Si pah is, !• 
having on the previous, day, under pretence of giving the ^ 
party an entertainment* procured all their knives and forks* 
so that they %Yere deprived of every means of resistance. 
Having surrounded the house, ho sent for Messrs. Ellis, Hay, 
and Lushington, who went oat with six other genllenion, and 
were immediately cut to pieces in tbs most barbarous manner, 
and their rcanains thrown into a well; tire Sipdiis now mpunt- 
ed the roof of the house, which was built in the Iptm of a 
square and fired down upon the remairitler of the party, who 
were congregated in the centre court' those who escaped this 
volley sought shelter in the building, but were quickly follow¬ 
ed by Suiiirpo’s Sipahis, and a fearful scene of slaughter ensued ; 
the English, driven to desperation, dofended tliemselvos with 
bottles, bricks, and articles of furniture; and their very ex^ 



and fight them till destroyed, but that this butchery of unarmed 
m^n was not tbe work for Sipahis but for hullai khores. 
Sumroo enraged, struck down those that objected and com¬ 
pelled his men to proceed in their diabolical work until the 
wholp were slain. The following luoraiug their remain;;; were 
tlvcowninto a well in the courtyard; the men employed in 
this odice jbimd one person, Mr. Gulston of the Civil Service, 
yet alive, and they seemed inclined to have saved him; but this 
gentleman, who was an admirable linguist, smarting with his 
wounds and ignorant of thou* kindly intentions towards him, 
gave them abuse and threatened them with the vengeance of 
hits countrymen, upon which they threw hii^stillbreathing into 
the well with bis more fortunate comrades : a few of the party, 
probably the sick and wounded, were in the Chehel Sitoon, and 
were butchored in a similar manner on the 11th. Neither age 
nor sex was spared, and Sumroo consummated his diabolical 
villany by the murder of Mr. Ellis’ infant child, from which it 
may be inferred as probable that Mic. Ellh. was amongst the 
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female suffef^ra iu this"dreadful catastropho. Upwards olSO 
Ciyil ao J Military officers, and 1 DO European soldiers, perished 
on this occasion* A plain rnoniinental colMmu was suhse qaorit- 
ly crectefl to their memory, which Is still in existence, but it 
contaiiis no inscription. Dr. Eullarton, whoso medical abili¬ 
ties had made him many friends, and even gained the regard 
of Meet Kossim Kalian, was the only person sav^d from 
clestrucUon; he was permitted to reside iu tho 3)iU-ch factory. 
Irom whence he shoitly after made' his escap(? and joined 
Major. AdamsVforoe as they approached Putna. Four Serjeants., 
the naines of three of whom are recorchul, Peter Davis, Doug¬ 
lass, and Spee%, also escaped ; they had been sent to Piirneah 
and placed under the charge of the Nawaiib of that district ; 
but when Meer Kossim Khan contomplatod tho,destruction of 
the whole party, those men were sent to him,in a boat; during 
the voyage they succeeded in mastering the ^crew and 
carried the boat down to Oodwah Nullah, where they Joined 
Mfyor Adams' division. Davis ultimately obtained a coiur 
mmsion, and died a Captain at iuxar in 1788.^ 

These casualties causing a number of vaoancte in the Army, 
and the recent extensive addition to the nativev portion of the 
force rendering a larger establishment necessary, every ex¬ 
ertion was made to increase the nuedher of officers, axtd com¬ 
missions wore readily bestowed on any one willing to accept 
them; several volunteers had joined the army previous to 
marebing from Calcutta, all of whom now obtained prcmio^^ 
lion ; orders were at tho same time received fr^m England 
for the return of H. ¥-’s 84th Regiment, with a view to its 
being disbanded, the officers and men being peroutted to 
enter tlie Coinpuny s service if they thought proper. In eon- 
sequence of this permission, nearly the whole uf the men, 
and many of the .:fficevs, were transferred to the Bengal Arniy . 
Captains Charles Lang and James Irving of whom tnentioB 


♦ This acemint of the Massacre is chiefly compnofl from Caruroioli, tb <5 Seir 
Mxitaklirvlu anU Vausittart’s Nai*rative.—For Dr, FuUarton'a Official Hepovt to Oo- 
voniinctJs and ^ detailed account of llio escape of the four Serjeants, vide Ap¬ 
pendix T. 






WNIST/f 




rilOMOTIONS A-MB ADDmONS TO THE FOBCE. SS8 

tMi'eady l)eon mado, came ia as Majors, Ihoir conim; 3 siona A. P. iw- 
dating from the 20th ntid ?//tlx of October. Lieutenant Tho- 
mas Goddard, Cliarlds PiokUng, tTohri Nelson, Dongkg Hill, 
and John Otimming, entered aft Captains ; and Ensigns A. F. 
Achmuty, Thomas Roper, Christian Knudson, James Skinner, 

Jacob Camac, and J. G/ Robinson, as Lieutenants several 
Serjeants of the Eeginient also obtained commissions as 
Cadets and Ensigns. All the Lieutenants and Ensigns in 
the Ooropany's service who were senior to the officers thus 
admitted, likewise received promotion to obviate their su¬ 
percession by the new comers; and with a view to adjirstmeTit 
of their several standings, a series of promotions were made 
at the rate of aOaptaiaand Subaltern per diem, commencitig ' 
with Lieutenant Lewis Brown promoted to Captain on the 0th. 
of October, and ending with Lieutenant John Camming, ad¬ 
mitted as Captain on the I3th of November.f The Eurp* 
pean Battalion wag remodelled, and the men received from 
H. M.’s 81th llegimonfe were fprmed into additional OompaniCsV 
Tho small remainder of that Corps which did not take service 
with tlie East India Company, romamed embodied under the 
conunand of Major fehcrlock, and was ordered to continue with 
the Army till the campaign should be ended. On tho irth of 
September, tho Council directed the formation of a 3id Oonipany 
of Artillery, liaving experienced ‘‘that two Companies were 
“ greatly insuffioie.nt for this branch of the service wheri the Army 
was in the field, whioli had appeared very evident in that cam* 

■‘paign,'' as “60 or 70 men drafted irotn the .King's Regiment 
“ and Company's Battalion had been constantly obliged to do 
“chny in that corps and as “ iVoni the increase of the See- 
“pOYs th::y might oftener have occasion to send out small 
“ dctachmen^^ of Artillery/’J This Company was formed 
at the Pi:csi<loncy, the few Artillerymen left behind and 
15 men recently arrived from Madras, serving as a nnolens, 
to which \Yere added; iO men drafted from each of the Com- 


• Williftttj,', p. 01, 

i Oencril-iUiUiavy Kegistor. 
t MnA Beport of Conumittei' of Seerpoy, p. ^75, 
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pany s ships then in the rivdr. The comniand 0 / this Company 
was m:ibsQquently conferred by , the G o wn or and Council 
on Oaptiiin Fleming Martin, the Chief Engineer^, ns a re* 
oampense fo.i’ not giving him the brick contract for 
ho had applied,^' The two Companies in the field were also 
increased in strength by drafts from tho Infantry. Tho 
details of Sipahis in the Midnapore district were ordered to 
bo formed into a Battalion, tlie comm and of which was 
subsequently given to Captain Hanipton, who having been 
wounded at Oodwah Ntilhah, was obliged soon afterwatcis 
to return to tho Presidency; this Corps, now tkeith liegi- 
m<:rht N. remftiined for some time in that Province.f Ar- 
rangemeiUs were also made for Btrcngtliening the Burdwan 
frontier aiKl increasing the force in that quarter,:,; 

Op the breaking out of the war in the beginnmg of July, 
application had been made for assistance to Madras^ in con¬ 
sequence of which. Commodore Tinker with H. M/s ships 
rork and Medioay of 00 guns each, and the Argo Liver- 
j>ool FrigateB of 2B guns, sailed for Calcutta with two complete 
companies of Royal Marines under Captains Frederick T, 
Smith and Mauric^^ Wemyss : they arrived during the month 
of September, when the Marines were immediatoly land'- 
ed and encamped at Ghyrettie, from whence, in the micl- 
clle of October, they marched to Burdwan to Teinfot’oe 
the detachment under Major Carnao, which was now not 
only threatened by Ivarnghar, IChan but by a large body of 
Mahrattahs, who ever on the w^atoh for an epportunity to invade 
Bengjd, had readily listened to the overtures of Mecr Kossim 
Kb^in, and were .now hanging about the eastern frontier* In the 
laontli of October, the other two French Coinpanies already 
merUionod as having been formed at Madras after the siege 
at. Pondicherry, from the prisoners taken on that occasion, 
were also sent round to Bengal; they had pf^viously served 
with Colonel Draper in the capture of tho Island of Manilla, . 
in which operation they had been found serviceable and intelU- 


♦ NintD Report of tbe Commiltee of Secrecy, p. Crai. 
f VViUiaTias, p. 70, who, however, antedates its prighi. 




WNlST/f^ 



PATNA INVE8TKX). 


S95 



t bad attempted an act of gross treachery, in ^liich 


they were fortunately frustrated/^' Their numhers certainly 
added to tlve strength though not to the efficieuoy of tho Jkn- 
gal Amy, as they wore siibsequemly the source of much 
trouble and disorder, and the greater portion of them hlti- 
niateh/ des^uted, wMeli will be mentioned in due eoarse. On 
arrival, they also were sent to Burdwau to join Major Oar- 
nac’s detachment, ^Yho hieing thus reinforced, was enabled to 
act on the offensive. 

In the mean time, the force under Major Adams was stea¬ 
dily continuing its advance upon Patna. On the I5th of 
October they left Mongheer, and on the 28tll of that month 
arrived at Jaffior Kluan s Gyclen close to that City. 

On arrivijhnt Patna, Major Adams directed Major^ Ivivox, 
the Quarter^faster-General of the Army, to examine the 
enemy B position and the defences that had hedi ’^recently 
added to the citadel, witJj a view to laying down a plan of at¬ 
tack ; Major Knox, who possessed oonsiderabie skill in mili¬ 
tary engineering, having been educated at Woolwicli, and 
constantly employed in surveying during his course of service 
in India, had moreover an intimate acquain^tance with the city 
of Patna, and he recommended that the attack should bo 
made on the north-east angle of the Citadel near the^ river, 
as the most assailable point, and as affording cover from the 
buildings of the suburbs, which extended close up to the 
walls. This plan having met with the approval of the En¬ 
gineers, a battery was thrown up, connected with the suburbs 
by a trench, the right resting on the river, and the left cover¬ 
ed by an epauiemont h this work proceeded rapidly^With little 
interruption from the enemy beyond an irregular and not 
very effective cannonade, until the 31st of October, when the. 
g^aTison made a sudden and determined sally, moving out 
quietly from the north-east or water gate, and stealing along 
unperoeived under the banks of the river until they had 
gained the rear of the battery, when they dashed up sud¬ 
denly and took the guard in the trenches and/ the working 
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'! cotiiploiely by Burpriat^ * tbia ^(uarct ooiisisted of a 

. 0(T ..^Aov. p^j.^y of Oaptuia SmitL'a Battalion, the present Bth 

numt KJ. J wlio, notwithstanding the sudden and unexpected 
nature of the attaolc, behaved with great coolness and gal- 
lantiy, but were compelled by the heavy ruunerical oclda 
opposed to them, to'give ground, which they did disputing 
; every' foot; in the mean time the firing alarmed the camp; 

and m Captain Smith's Battalion, who were 

I quartered in the neighbouring buildings, hastened to the 

trenches ai^d in turn compelled the enemy to retire, but not 
; until they had blown,,up the small expense magazine osta- 

blishod in the battery, and spiked 03:ie of the guns which had 
■' just been placed in position ; as the eueray rotiredj, the Si- 

V pahis followed them up closely,, nearly to the gate of the ei- 

, • tadeh whero they wore galled by a heavy firp from tho*^alls, 

and fortunately were qniokfy rji^called by Major :^.ndi, who had 
hastoned on the first alarm battery, taking with him 

t Captain Swinton's The enemy, flush¬ 

ed with his partial success; uAde a second sailyf with more 
f formidable numbers ; but the besiegers being now better pro- 

; pared, they were speedily ..driven back after a sharp contest, 

The same system was adopted the following clay, and three 
i 'well-planncd and desj)erate sallieawero made and as often dC’* 

feated by the Sipahis, who behaved with the greatest courage 
jf ■ and activity j hut so formidable wer3 the attacks, that it was 
lv.^\ found necessary to add the European Grenadier Companies. 

" to the reserve guard of the trenches; in the last attack a 
fo,. party of the Sipahis had followed tlft enemy so closely that 

they got mixed up with them in the gateway, and xvero there. 

iC's ., all either killiid or made prisoners.* , ■ 

t 'V Major Adams now called' a council of war, and put llio 
I'..,., ■ question, whether it would be advisable to take advantage of 

■ the present juncture, when the troops were Hushed with their 
' success, and to mako an attempt to assault the place: h.)!’ the 

M-' north-east gate, from whence these several sallies had been 

mode, or to wait until a regular breach had been effected. 
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KB general opinion waa in favor of the more prucIenliohA" 


Nov;<?mbej^. 


course,—which was probably fortunate; as an assault of the 
nature contoinplated, even if successful, must have been at^ 
tended with heavy loss, the garrison being very nunu-roas^ 
well equipped and supplied, and having already shown theni* 
selves wanting in neither courage nor enterprise. The loss in 
the affairs that had already taken place had been cousicter- 
able, amounting to upwards of one hundred men, inciudlag 
all the Seqeapts of Captains Smith and 
lions. Captain Swinton himself was sevorely wonndetl 5u the 
hand, in oonseqiienca of neglectin g whi ^i, he was subsecpiently 
obliged to have the whole arm aiBpiitalecl,‘ aJKl Captain God¬ 
dard with several other othcers also suflered onthis bccasion.’^- 
Mcer Kossim Khan himself, on the approadi of Army^ 
had with iii$ usual timidity retired from Patna, and look up 
a position at lljuckrim, a small little more than 20 miles 
from the city, where he encainphd with a portion of his force, 
including Sumroo's Brigade, ami ah Ide: Cavd a 

sufficient gal’rison of picked troops in the citadel for ita 
defence, with orders to hold out.to the last extremity,—whilst 
his Cavalry should cut off the English supidies, and watch 
the opportunity of harassing the outpbsts and co-operating 
with the garrison in the event of attack. This pare of the 
arrangement v/as however carried out with little spirit, the 
enemy’s horse keeping at a respectable distance from the earap, 
whilst the Army depended chiefly for tlieir supplies upqrV 
water carriage, which so long as tiioy maintained the oommdud 
of the river, was liable to but little interruption In mean 
time, the battery was completed, and a second -also con¬ 
structed more to the left, the heavy guns landed from the 
boats and placed in position, ami acontinued^ and effective fire 
opened on tbe southern and northern u-ngles of the citadel, 
wbieb was replied to by a continued ^ut somewhat random 
ch-scharge of Artillory and wall pieces^' from tho ramparts. 

The ottadel of Patna was an irregular fortification, situated 
in the nortb-east corner of the city > of whose outline it form 
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ed a it wns neiu-ly a rhotiiboid, the longer side^ 

fjtii Nov. jiie east forming a continuation of the line Of the; city 
wall, o.n<l the side to the rtorth following the' direoiion Of tlie 

river /, the western and southern sides looked upon thO city. 

The -walls had originally consisted of solid masonry, 82 feet in 
height and 6 feet thick-, with a parapet two feet thick at the top; 
hut as such a mass of masonry might speedily be brought down 
with, a few houra' battering, Sleer Kossim KUte had covered 
tho walls on the eastern Side with an external rampart of earth, 
rising against them at a natural angle of about forty-five de¬ 
grees, protecting the base andtovering the whole to a height Of 
upwards of SO feet; tho.so walls were strengthened by a num¬ 
ber of solid flanking towers, on each of which were niounted 

several pieces of cannon. In front of the whole ran a deep ditch 

or rather nullah, about 50 feet wide and 7 deep.* 

By the 5th November, two breaches were effeeted in the 
walls, one near the water gate, at the north-east angle of the 
citadel, and the other on the eastern face, near the south-east 
angle, and not very far from the east gate. On that even¬ 
ing, the storming parties were told off for the assault on the 
following morning; the attack was to he made hi two 
columns;--the one to'assail the breach at tlie angle near the 
river ifrvas placed under the command of Captain Champion, 
and consisted of the remnant of the 84th Eegimenl, a new 
Company of Grenadiers that had been formed in the KurG- 
ioean Battalion by drafts from the former Corps, which was 
connmanded by Captain Moran, and 5 Gompariies of Grena¬ 
diers /rom tho Sipahi Battalions, each cemmanded by a 
SubalteDv, and these again under the command of Captain 
Trovannion;—the other party, under the command Of Major 
Irving, cciisisteiti of the two old Grenadier Companies, of the 
Buropean Batta]ior.T, with as many Grenadier Companies of 
Sipahis ; both parties v»>ere under tho general oohtrol of Major 
' Sherlock, the officer for',duty in the trenches.f The remainder 
of tho force, with exception to the Cavalry, and a Suffioieni 


guard for the camp, was hei’d in reserve under Major Carnne. 
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i Coi’ftccioli, Toji h V' 






STORM OF THE CITADEL, 


309 



troops wero nWer A, ii i Yr’n. 
stormiog parties niarobod off aboat an hoiir 


tbo mornings of tbe 0th 
aro)s, and the 

before day-break. The column under Captain Oluunpion 
reached the northern breach xinporceiveti, and coiumen^od 
the ascent without a shot being fired ; at that moment 
tbe alarm was givens and the battery from the towei* that, 
flanked, the broach, immocliately opened with grape, but 
foi'fcunatoly the guns wore laid' so high that the shot all 
flew over the party, and only one .man was killed in get¬ 
ting tip. The enemy, boweveT, now mustered thickiy from 
all quarters, and a desperate band-to-hand ooniliot ensued 
at the summit of the breach. In the mean time, the 
oolamn under Major Irving being unable to cross the ditch 
opposite to the southern bleach, threw down their scaling 
ladders, and filing to the right, hastened to the northern 
breach to join their comrades. The whole party now obtain- 
ed a footing within the Citadel, and whilst one portion moved 
along the inner foot of tbe ramparts to the west, Major Irving 
with the GfCnadiers of the Company’s Battalion and the 
Sipahis, scrambled up the rampart, and along the narrow ter 
reploin, to gain possession of the next tower to the southward, 
from whence the enemy kept up a heavy fire ; having seized this 
point, the place was cleared of the enemy iu an instant. !Leav- 
ing a guard here, Major Irving descended and proceeded with 
the remainder of the detachment along the foot of the ram¬ 
parts to gain the eastern gateway and open it so as to admit 
of tbe entrance of the who.lo force. This gateway, however^ 
was defended internally by an iutrenohod work of masonry, 
consisting of a square courtyard of about 40 yards extent 
either way, accessible only by a small wicket, scarcely afford¬ 
ing room for two men to go abreast Here the enemy made a 
determined stand, and caused the assailants considerable loss. 
Major Irving fell mortally wounded, his thigh being shatter¬ 
ed to pieces by a rocket; Captain Champion was also severe¬ 
ly wounded, and carried off ; the command now devolved 
upon Lieutenant Nicoll, the Adjutant of the Native Batta¬ 
lions, who was the next senior officer present, and push¬ 
ing for ward with the Sipahis, supported by Lieutenant 
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Crown, tke senior officur left witb tbe 
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-. . .- .. Eiiroijeans, they 

forced the wicket ami obtained a footing within the court, 
after conBiderable loss- The east was now’ thrown 
open, and a Oonipany of - Sipahia left to maintain the 
post until the reserve should arrive, vvhilst the detachment 
pushed on widi steadiness and celerity to gain the Bastion at 
the south-east angle, called the HuTTa-nzoolcth^ Oaptain 
Scotland now came up with his Oompany of Grenadiers, and 
assumed the command of thc! . party ; but was almost imme¬ 
diately disabled by a musket hall through the cheek, which 
broke his jaw’, and the command once more devolved Upon 
Lieutenant Nicoll. The Burra-moolah, which they were now 
approaching, was strongly defended on all sides, and here 
the enemy determined to make a final stand : they turned a 
largo gun in the direction by which the party were approach? 
ing, loaded to ,ho muzzle with grape ; a cry mow arose 
amongst the troops that tlieir aminunition was expended, and 
Lieutenant Nicoll sent off a, Serjeant for a fresh supply, 
whilst bo directed the non-commissioned officers to collocl; 
the cartridges of those men who had fallen, anS divide them 
amongst the pouches of the survivtjrs whilst they were march¬ 
ing ; he formed the whole into platoons, and made a rush with 
the bayonetupon the gnti at the BvzTtt'Zzioolcih which the enemy, 
struck with a sudden panic, abandoned without firing. Cap¬ 
tain Trevannion arrived with the remainder of the Sipahis at 
■ this j uncture, and the enemy giving up all for lost, fled to thp 
' Southern gateway, followed by Lieutenant Skinner witfi the 
Europeans, to secure that entrance, whilst Oajvtain IVovan- 
iiionTield the Burra-moolah with the Sipabis. In tile mean¬ 
time. Major Adams and the remainder of the force bad en¬ 
tered by' tho eastern gate which had been fhroryn open, and 
clearing the fort, had. moved into the city by the western 
gate, where they were all paraded, and the Europeans sup¬ 
plied b'ilh a dram and a biscuit each, after their fotignes. 
Lieutenant Nicoll was now sent with a party to collaet till the 
stragglers and prevent any plundering, and a garrison was 
appointed for the protection of the new accpiisition, Up ¬ 
wards of 300 of the enemy were found dead within the fort, 
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loss of the assailants was also considerable. 


In ad* A. D. 

dition to tbe casualties already mentioned, Captain Primrose “ 
GalMejir;, wliO had succeeded 1st Bat* 

taliozi of Sipahia on the death of Captaiii Broadbrooh, was 
shot through the body* and several other oliioers were , 
wounded. Major Irving died on the lOth, regretted by all 
ranks, to whom he had endeared himself by f^s gallant con* 
duct and amiable qaalities, and Oaptaih GbanAidon succeeded 
to the vacazat majority, his c^ijipimission dating from tho day 
of the a^sault.'^ 

Major Sherlock was left in command of the citadel, the 
breaches in which vvt3ro speedily repaired, and Major Adams 
with the remainder of the force moved to Bankeepore. 

Wirm Me(h’ Kossirn Khan received mtelligence that 
the English had ejected a breach in the citadel, he knew 
that the assault would speedily follow ; accordingly, on the 
5th of the month, he bad directed Ids nepliew Meer-Aboo- 
AleC'-Khan and his Buckshee, KoslieinAlee-Kh4n, to proceed 
towards Patna with a large body of Cavalry, with orders wlum 
the English shoiikl attempt to storm the place, to dash into 
tlieir camp and attack them in the rear —these two officers 
made their arrangemeuts, and the following morning arrived 
on the western side of the city^ wvliere they met the fugitives 
of tlie gardaon and loaruecl that the citadel had fallen, and, 
that the city was also in possession of the English; whilst halt¬ 
ing near the walls, debating what was to be done, a Company of 
Sipahis issued out of the western gate and advanced towards 
them, when the whole party were seized with a sudden panic 
and dispers'ocHn all directiorm the two Commanders arrived 
in a miser able plight in Meer Kossirn Khan s ean>pi 
thoy brought the iutolligence of the full of the city.t 

Meer Kossirn Khdn*, overcome by this continued series of : 
disasters, gave himself up to the conviction that fortuno had 
turned against him, and abandoned uH further plans of resist- 


* Geueral Vlilitary RegisU^r.—This account of the capture of Patna, tal<eu 
oluefiy from Cimaccioli, vol. T, who gfivea a detailed narrative of the rtftKii'i . vide 
aho Winianis and the Annual Kegrister, 170i. 
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MEOT. K083IM KHAN RETIRES TO OODK- [cHa' 

'aiice. He had still a force of 80,000 meu with him in carap, 
including Sumroo's Battalions, and a powerful body of Oavalry, 
but ih^ troops were dishenrteued by their frequent ;clefeats, 
and the English were now in possession of all his strong¬ 
holds with exception to If-hotas, in which lie had secured 
his' treasures and his family j tliither he seemed at first.liin" 
elihed to bend his steps, retreating on the news of the fall 
of Patna to Mahub-alee-poor, and thence by the rou te of Sun)- 
snrnuggur, whore he crossed the Soane to Shabpoova. Here 
his followers, tired of supporting a losing cause, began to 
desert him ; Meet, Mehdee ILhdn, tlie former G overnor of I'atna, 
went over to the English, end Meet' Abdoolah, Ahmed ith&ii 
Tvoreishee and others, soon followed his Example, ftfeer 
Kossim Khan now abandoned his resoluiiors of holding out 
in Khotas, and sent for all his family and treasuresfirora that 
place, having resolved to throw himself upon the protection of 
Shoojah-oo-Howlah, the Nawaub of Oude, to whom ho sent 
anessepgers with a handsome present, announcing his inten¬ 
tion and requesting permission to enter his territories. 

On the British side, Major Adams had not boon idle; having 
made all the necessary arrangements for the defence of Pafna., 
collected fresh supplies, aud put the army once more into 
marching nondition, he broke ground from Bankeepore on 
the 13th of November, and commenced a rapid pursuit 
of Meet .Kossim Khan, who he suspected was making for 
lihotaaghur. On the l!Uh, they reachedDaoodnuggur, .wlien 
learning Meer Kossim’s change of plans., and that he had 
sent for his family and treasures from Rhotas, the Major directed 
Captain Smith’s Battalion with its two fj-pounders attach-, 
ed, to endeavour to' intercept or overtake this valuable con- 
-voy.* Unfortunately it was too late, the enemy had got two 
days start, and as all the w'oraen and treasure were carried 
oti camels, they wore able to travel with. grSat rapidity. Cap¬ 
tain Smith followed them as far as Sahserarn, when liuding fur¬ 
ther pursuituseless,he joined the mniu,|)od}’which had crossed 
the Soane, and vmis now steadily following in the track of Meer 
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SSSlini Klmn, \vho was rapidly ai^proachitig the' 

On arrival at the hanks of that river, he, received a Hiessag© , 
iWi Siioojali-oovDowlah, with an invitation- to enter hi© ^ 
territory, a proniise of protection and support, and a copy of 
the ICoran^ in the fly leaves of which tbh? promise and his 
safe passport were, written with Shoojah^oo'-Dowlah's ^ ^ 

hand.^' He now crossed the river against the strong remon¬ 
strances of many of bis friends and advisers, and having enter¬ 
ed the territory of Rajah Balwund Singh of Benares, who was 
tributary to Shoojah-oo-Dowlah, he considered himself free 
from further pursuit. The English Army reached the banks 
of the Earumnassa on the 5th of December, and* as this 
stream formed the boundary of the dominions of the Nawaub 
of Dude, they were unable to cross it without committirig an 
act of decided hostility. Major Adams accordingly withdrew 
the force to Sawunt, then generally called Sant, on the banks of 
tho Durgowtee, where he formed his camp. Here he determined 
to retain the troops, pending the orders of Council, and the 
course adopted by Shoojah-oo-Dowlab, to whom a remou' 
strance was vSent on the subject of bis giving shelter to an 
opponent of the Ntrwaitb of Bengal, and the murderer of so 
many English gentlemen. Arrangements were made for 
flieilitating the commanication and conveyance of supplies ' 

.from Bafcna to the camp, and Lieutenant NicolJ, who had 
previously been omployed under Major Knox in tho survey 
of the Midnaporo ciistriot, was now sent to survey the lino of 
road between theEarumnassa and Calovitta, wltha/vio^w to its 
improvement; on which duty he started on the 8lh Decern- 
ber.t ■ 

In the mean ume, Major Carnac having been reinforced 
by tbe Marines and the two French Companies from Madras, 
had moved along |,he frontier towards Bamghur ; but having 
a&ce.i’tai nod that the Mahrattas, on receiving intelligonce 
of Major Adam s successes, had abandoned all intention of ' / 


Seir MiUakhcrm, vol. 3, p. 203, 
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IH dkath of majok adaaib. [Ol^A 

iixvadiiig, tiiic' pTovince, and had ^vithdrawt) to thok own 
territonca, Ika directed Oaptaia McLean, with his owiv Batta¬ 
lion and the two "French OornpunieB, to pro«;eed and join 
Major Adams’ force, whikt the Mariaes were OHlered dow'u 
to Calcutta, whither he himself also repaired by dawk.* 

Major Adams, whoso hoaUh had been much injored by the 
fafigues, expocnire and anxieties of the campaign^ and who hrn! 
been long desirous of returning to England on that nceotmt, 
ivow ootKsiderod himself at liberty to do so, as thero was no 
longer ail enemy in the provioGO. Accordingiy, on the Ihh 
ofDvacember, bo resigned the command of the Army to 
Major ‘Knox, and set out for Ouloutta, visiiting Patna and 
Mongheer by tine way, and making farther arrangemeats for 
their security. He arrived at the Presidexicy in the end of 
tho month, and ixi the beginning of January, as he was about 
to embark, his constitution gave way, and he expkpd on the 
16th of that jnoinb,t deeply regretted by the Go 
and the Army, having fully earned the thanks and gratitude 
of the former, and gained in an extraordinary degree tho 
respect and esteei'n of the latter. 

Had Providence been pleased to extend his hfc, thoro can 
bo little doubt that ha would have occupied a conspicuous 
position iu Indian history; hut as it is, amongst tho numer¬ 
ous able and distirigaished men who have upheld tho honor 
of the English arms in ibis country, there is not one whose 
career of success is more remarkable than that of Major 
.Adams. With a limited ibroo, of the native portion of Which 
the majority were raw recruits, ill supplied with stares, and 
with an empty treasure chest, ho entered upon and brought 
to conclusion a campaign against a Prince who possessed 
the most perfect and regular Army 'hitherto seen in India, 
consisting of disciplifted and wcU appointed Infantry, an 
organized body of Cavalry, arid an excellent park of Artillery, 
manned^ by Europeans, witli the further advantage of pos¬ 
sessing every stronghold in the country, commarKling the 
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iine of communication and supply ; and ;last though A. B. im. 
not least, posBessing the regard and good ^iU of the people 
who, whatever may have been his other crimos, had reason 
to be grateful for the moderation and justice with which, they 
had been invariably treated under his rule. In spite of 
these difficulties, Major Adams in little more than four 
months, made himself master of the entire provinees of 
Bengal and Behar from Caleutia to the Karumnassa,—expelled 
Meer Kosfeim Khan from the country,— dispersed his troops, 
haying d®foated them in two well-contested pitched battles 
in the open plain, against foarful n.umerlcal oddsy—carried 
four strongly fortified positions.by siege or assault,^— captured 
together between 4 and 500 pieces of cannon,^ and supplied 
and equipped his army from tho enemy's stores. 

‘By these brilliant suceesses, he obtained every object of 
the campaign, and placed Meer Jaffier Khan in full posses¬ 
sion of his Soobahdarreo: an examination of the details of 
these important events, as far as the limited information 
avaihiblo will admit of it, tends to show how greatly tlie$e 
successes were attributable to the personal exertions, ability, 
and foresight of the Commanding officer, which was nobly 
seconded by the oonduot of his subordinates and soldiers, 
into whom he had succeeded in instilling his own gallant 
spirit and"-^tfaat grand criterion of an able Geiieral-*-a perfect 
confidence in his plans and operations. 

The greater part of a oentiiry of continued conquest upon 
unequal terms, has accustomed us to success under the most 
adverse circumstances, but notwithstanding the numerous 
subsequent instances of similar nature, it is impossible to 
look back without admiration and surprise, upon this march 
of a handful of European a]|d Native troops, adyanoing in 
one uninterrupted course of triumph and success through a 
hostile country, in the face of a numerous, brave, and disci*" 
plined army, marching over such an extent of country in tlAO. 
most trying season of the year, and only ceasing theh’ la¬ 
bours when there was no longer an enemy in the field. 

What were the boasted Indian triumphs of Darius, of Alex¬ 
ander, or Seleucus Nicanor, with their powerful and disci- 
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S£:|>ifnctl ftrmiea, opposed to unwarlike barbarians, divided 
iimoijgst thoaisclves, coinparecl to this single campa'g'i ’ 
The conquests of Alexander iu India, wluoh are liallowed-by 
our boyish admiration arid the applauses of.twenty ;eenturieS, 
amoimted to tlu9,’'ithat with upwards of 100,000 discipliaod 
troops, inured to conquest, he invaded'the Ptinjaub and 
defeated in detail tbo seven separate nations oecupying that 
territory, not one of which could probably muster so nuntet'^ 
ous a force as Meer.Kossim Khlin, and certainly not b.»lf »o 
formidable an one, even making every allowance for the 
difference of times and the changes in the system of warftire ; 
but 'ivhat is this compared with Major Adams, who with a 
force less than one-twentieth of that amount, traversed as 
great an extent of country with even more complete succesa;, 
under much more powerful opposition. Strip these early 


records of the classical and romantic prestige that 


envelopes 


tlien]i, and we shallfind that the most wo^nderM amongst 
them fall far short of the deeds performed by a handful of 
Englishmen in modern days, who with the moat lintilod 
means have conquered and maintained a powerful and weal¬ 
thy Empire, into which tire ancients, -with their numerous^ 
armies and immense resources,- were proud to have conduct¬ 
ed a few fruitless inroads. 

Amongst all these .taodern acts of moriii and physical 
daring, wo find a pre-eminent place oooupied by that sajall 
but heroio band who fought and conquered umW the able 
and gallant John Adams. 





FBOiVr THE CI4 )sSK OF MA.TOB ADAMS^ CAMPAIGN' W DECEMBEU 
170,% TO THE CONOXiUSION OF MAJOK MUN;tiO*3 CAMl^AIGN IN 
JANCJABY 1705. - . 


When Major Adams loft the Army on the 0t.h of December 
1703, ho delivered over the command to Major Knox ; but 
this-officer was Biraself so Seriously indisposed, having com- 
mencccl the campaign in a bad state of healthy which had 
been rendered worse by lus constant exertions and exposnre^ 
that ho was in turn compelled to resign the command to 
Captain Jennings of the Artilh^y , who was the next senior 
officer prosent^^^ Sherioefc, who had been left iir com¬ 
mand of the garrison in Patna, and Major Champion, who 
had been so aoverely wounded in the assault, having both 
gone down to Calcutta. Major Knox also proceeded to the 
Presidency, whorg, death shortly afterwards closed his honovit- 
able and distinguished career. 

Scarcely Ivad Major Adams quitted the force, than emissa^ 
lies from Meer Eossim Khan’s Army found their way into 
namp and commenced tampering with the fidelity of the 
troops, particularly of the foreigners and the sipahiS;, ende^- 
vouring to persuade theru to desert, and holding oat the 
temptations of high pay and command to any who ^Yonld 
enter Meer Kossim Khan’s or the Nawaub Vuzieris service. 
The first suspicion created regarding this proceeding, was 


* TIi© principal niitborities referred to lathis Chapter, arc r''*- 
The Seir Htitakherin, OttlcuUft Editioo, vol. S, 

OaracoioU’s Life of Lord Olive, 4 vols., Svo. 

Malcolm’s Life of Lord 
. FranUin’s Life of Shah Alh*m, 1 vol. ito. 

< Wilha^»9’« IvoijSvo. 

Second flud Third Keports the Select Committee of the House of Gornmop^ 
iT772.;'''' '’-.''V 

Beports of the Committee of Secrecy appointed by die I louse of Coniruotirf, 1778, 
Annual Register, variousyeura. 

Asiatio Amxual hegioter, various, years* 

Ilana.nd’s Farliamentary ITislory, various years, 

General Militai^ Register, of the Dongal EstabHsbment, J voh, folio, CalcaLti. 
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caused h_v tbo desertion of three men of the .Europoftn Batta* 
lion, who were however again apprehended dayfS aftet. 
The state of'Major Knox's healtli at the tirae, appoftri? to heive 
been the cause of theii escaping the iniiushment they Tnerited, 
to which uriibrtunate circumstance much of^thQ subseipicnt 
troubles may probably be tr/iceci ' •; 

The- distribution of the Army at this perjod appears to 
have been as follows :—In the camp at Sawunt, were the 
European Battaliou, including the drafts received from H. M. s 
8dt.h Rcgimenh and the French Company under Lieutenant 
Claude Marline, the ist and 2d Companies of Artillei7> the 
two Troops of Dragoons, the two llissallahs of Mogul Hor.t,;6, 
and 0 Battalions of Sipahis, viz., Captain Gallic;';/ (tkepresent 
i/ l{{( Ilegt* N, /.), Captain SwIatonV, (thepresent Regi, N, 

/./, Captain Stables' f lheMaiheiesJ Captain Smith’s^ (the 
present 8M liegt, N. l.J Captain Stibber/s, (the prhent ^tk 
liegt. N, J,,) and Captain Trevannioi/s, (the present lOth RegL 
N. Lj The JiSfawaub Meer Jaffier Khan with the greater 
portion of his force, was encamped at a short clistaxice from the 
Army, In garrison at Patna, were the remnant of the 84th 
Begimeut, a detail of Artillery belonging to the Companies 
in camp, with the sick and con valescents of the several Corf)3 in 
the field, and the residue of the Nawaub’s force. Captain Mae- 
Lean was on the way to join the Army from Burdwaii, with the 
Troop of European Hussars, the two French Oompaiues from 
Madras, a detail of the 3d Company of Artillery, with two 
. field pdecos, and his own or the Bnniwun Battalion of Sjpa- 
\x\%, (theiyresent%d GrenadierfiJ On the departure of tliis 
Corps from Burdwan, orders had been given for the rq-ising of 
another Corps at tho same station, which was now in oourse 
of organization : tliis Battalion (the present 1th Eegt. N, L,j 
, was entrusted to tlie command of Captain Witchcott, who bad 

\ previously held the charge of the Troop bf Hussars. At 

Monghecr, Captain White was in command with the Battalion 
\ ' he had raised at that place, (the present VZth Rer/t. N. Lj and 
a few gunners ; and Captain Campbell^ with his Battalion (the 
iny^se?it ^Mh Reijt. N. Lj formed during the past year at Moor- 
’ / sbodabad,wa3^Mioned for the defence of tho Terriabgulleo and 
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_„- ^uilee' Passes, with bis head-quarters at Kajmahal. 

The BftttaUon or^dered to be formed at Midnapore, ijrogress- ' 
ed b)it -slowly, and at “tlie period refei;i’fd to, did not inus- ^ ^ ^ 
ter above 400 mon, who were quartered at Jellasore under 
a Lienteaant. Captain. Lewis Brown's, as also Captain 
Grant’s Battalion, were at C'ijittagoug,—details from these 
Corps being stationed at Dacca and .Liickeepore : tho latter 
Regiment, aft^r the battle of Gherriah, had been ordered 
back for thb protection of Moorshedabad, and subaequeutly 
moved to tlie Eastern FrontieT, some disturbances in that 
quarter baying been expected.* Captain Ironside's Battalion 
nth Re</t. N. U was at the Presidehoy, to¬ 
gether with the 2 Oompaiues of Marines just arrived from 
Burd'wan, and which Were waiting to embark for England, 
and the 3rd Company of Artillery, witli one Company of the , 
European Battalion under Captain George Kiuloch, besides. 
Invalids ; there \Tfaa also a weak Company of European Pi¬ 
oneers, which had recently been formed, consisting of a'bbht 
40 rank and tile, under Engineer officers, of wliiob Captain, 

Lewi? Du Gloss had the cominand. 

On the breaking Out of the wav with Meer Kossim KliAn 
in .luly 1763, the Bengal Government had written to Bom;' / 
bav as well as to Madras, for assistance; and the former 
Presidency, in the month of October, dispatched x Com-. ' 
panics of the Bombay European Battalion., under Captains . 
MaoPhersoa {ind Hamilton, amoiintingU,ogether to 270 men, 
of whom about one-ball were Xopasse^, as also a Company, 
of Artillery, and 2 Companies of Sipahis^the whole under 
the command of Captain Pemble.t 

This detachment: was entbarkedin two Ind'.iainen, the Lord 
and the Earl of Middlesex, win'qb sailed from 
Bombay in the middle of October, and reacheHl Calcutta in 
the end of DeQemV.)ec. On their arrival, as the campaign. ' 
bad been so fortunately concluded, the Company of Artxl- 
aud 30 of the European Infantry were sen't to Mn- 
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that Presiderjoy was then ijiueli in want of troops 
their Army being at the time engaged in the siege of Ma¬ 
dura. 

The two Oompanies of Infantry, reduced to men, and 
the. Sipahis, were still at Calcutta ; bat it was determluecl, 
unless any urgent necessity should arise for sending them 
to join the Army in 3ehar, to embark them also for Madras. 

Another Biatalion of Sipahis was at this time ordered to 
bo formed at Moorshetlahad, consequent on ilie removal of 
Captain Oampbell's Battaiion, and Captain Goddard, Vvho 
had come down to Calcutta on account of hie wounds rq- 
(Reived at Patna, Avas appointed to raise and command it ; 
this Corps the X^th Regt, N, 1.) Bi\\\ bears hie name, 
though altered to Gaurud!'^ Suoh was the state of th© 
Bengal Army at the commeucoment of the year 17G4.t 

On taking command of the force at Sawunt, Captain Jen¬ 
nings shifted their encampment from, the tieighbourhood of 
the town to the banks of the I)urgowtet\ On the 24til of Ja¬ 
nuary, a detachment; of Europeans and vSipahis with a bat&i 
of Cadets, lately sent up from the Presidenoy, arrived ;in 
camp from I^atna, under the command of Captain Scot¬ 
land,^ who had been compelled to remain behind on ac¬ 
count of the injuries he had received in the assault of the 
citadel; and on the 2Gth of iho j>ame month, the detfiicb- 
3:iient under Oapfain MacLean joined the force, when the 
two Erench Oomp.anie/s were broken into three, and the com¬ 
mand of them giveVi to Captains Hampton, Wilding, and 
Scotland; the former officer held his command only for a 
few days,—being'^ordered to Calcutta, whei'e he was appoint- 
od to the comqVtind of the Sipaln Battalion forming at Mid- 
naporo, (noiv 1%e ith Begt. N. L j^ * 

The Frencii Companies, immediately oti their joining 
f-he force, /contmeiiced to display that bad faith which 


♦ ^rbree Years' Gloanings, p. 
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previously :manifested at Manilla, and were 
but too successful in dissominating discontent and in¬ 
subordination amongst their European comrades; the inac¬ 
tivity of the Army and a relaxation.of the strict rules of 
discipline, that appears to have been permitted to creep in 
during the active operations of the campaign; afforded many 
facilities for their plans and loft the tropp§ jtt the most favour¬ 
able condition to suit the views of these-de^j^igning intriguers, 
especially as a very latge proportion of the force Avere foreign¬ 
ers, either Dutch, German, Hessians or Freuoh. A corres- 
pondenco was speedily opened with the foreigners in Meer 
Kossim Khdn’s service, and the einissaries from that chief, 
cnooiiraged by this turn of affairs^ renewed their exertious 
in the camp, and increased their temptations, 

Tho plea brought forward for complaiut, arose the 

fact that tho Nawaub Meer Jaffier Kluin had, in the mohth 
of J uly previous, promised ti donation to the troops as soon 
as the campaign should be suoqessfully completed, wMek 
prbmise, with the sanction of Counoil, had been communicant- 
ed Xo the troops by Miajor Adams, for their encouragement 
under the obstacles and difficulties before them ; and as 
they now considered that their portion of the agreement was 
fulfilled, they began to murmur and grow clamorous at 'the 
non-fullllrnenb of the Nawaab’s promise, whidh,. as the Gt), 
vernment had the entire control of his fitiances and revenues, 
and had virtually eariotionod the propvpsed donation, the 
troops looked iipon them as bound to Sec carded out. 

The first exhibition of any openly rautinous' conduct occurred' 
on the f^Oth of January, when the Enropeari Bedtalion, being 
assembled under arms fora parade, refused to obey tl\#w'ord 
of coramahd. Captain Jennings iinnaodiatcu'y to the 

line and asked tho men what they .meant by this insubofcli- 
nate and unmilitary conduct, when their spokesmen stepped 
forward and stated that before leaving Calcutta, they had 
been promised this donation by the Nawaub and had been 
assured that they should receive a dividend as soon as they 
had reached the Karumnassa,™tliat it was now more than 
two moiuhs since they liacl arrived on the banks of that riVer,— 
that they had undorgorio much fatigue and privation,-’ that 
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they bad secured Meet JafBor Khi^u iti bis government and 



driven his enemies out of the province,—aiul that conso" 
queatly they considered theniselves aggrieved ancV deirauded 
by tho non^ptiyiiient of the promised donation, and were de¬ 
termined not to perform any further duty until this injustice 
had be^n redressed/^ 

Captain Jennings^ astonished at tlii# sudden and generfd 
oucbroak on tlieparfc of the European troops, and uncertain 
aa to how far the Sipahis, who had equal cause of complainh 
might be concerned in this evidently preconcerted demon¬ 
stration, appreheiided that any display of force or severity 
might bo as futile as ill-timed : he therefore addressed the 
men and pointed out the irregularity of their mode of pro¬ 
cedure, even granting that their cause of complaint was a 
just one; and exhorted them to return fo their duty, promis¬ 
ing to write iinmodiately to the Council in Calcutta and ad¬ 
vocate their claims; he also stated that a supply''of money 
was then actually on the way to tho army, and that on its arri¬ 
val, a dividend of the promised donation should immediately be 
paid These exhortations and promises appeared to have had 
the desired effect, and the men returning to their duty, obeyed 
the words of co'^mand, and were finally dismissed, apparent¬ 
ly well satisfied. On the ensuing clay. Captain Jennings pub¬ 
lished the following order—‘ It is with the utmost conoorn 
Mhat the Commanding Officer sees any discontent arising 
‘ amongst the troops he has tho honor to command, he shall 
' always esteem it a happiness in himself to see them righted 
‘ in evej-y respect, as far as he can with justice allow, or they 
‘ with prudence demand. As they have hitherto shewed 
' tlmmselvcs brave and good soldiers, he hopes that they 
V will not now bo guilty of any rash action that may in any 
' way sully their former good behaviour. In respect to the 
' prhe-money, he gives his word of honour the payment shall 

* be maclo as soon as it arrives ; and in case any other 
complaints liappen,if they are made in a propeiv manner, as 

* becometh a soldier, he will endeavour to give them all the 
‘ satisfaction tliat lies in his power.f 
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^lia Jennings immediately wrote tO the Oouncilyinforra 
of what had occurred,, and irrging the noeessity of a 
speedy remittance of the promised donation; at the same 
time expressing Ms hope, and if this was done, no further 
disturbance would occur. With a view of preventing any 
future cornbinatioii amongst the troops, he thought it advisa¬ 
ble to divide them, and as the Grenadier Companies had taken 
a prominent part on the late occasion, he detached them on 
the 3rd of February, with Captain Stibbert'a eind Trevannion's 
Battalions, a, detail of Artillery with two O-pounders, and a 
troop of Mogul Horse, to the Karumnnssa,—the whole de¬ 
tachment being under the command of Captain Stibbert,^ 
This precaution, lidwever, liad not the desired efleot; tho 
I'celing of discontent continued to spread, and on the J Ith of 
February, about half past nine, o’clock in the forenoon, the 
assembly was heard to beat on the parade without any orders. 
This sound alarmed the officers, who immediately hastened 
to the parade, where they found the whole of tho European 
Battalion, with exception to some of the noa-coiiimisajoned 
officers, drawn up in line, with their arms loaded and bay;on( 3 ts 
fixed. They had already taken possession of tlio field-pieces 
of the Artillery, and compelled tho lascars and some of the 
gunners to draw out 6 field guns and place tliem in position, 3 
on each flank of the Battalion. The) European Cavalry were 
also formed on the right, and tho Mogul Horse on the left. 
The Sipahis excited by these movements seemed inclined to 
follow the example, but the exhortations and advice of 
their officers, who immediately went .amongst them and 
exerted their influence, kept them quiet in their lines. The 
Artillery as a body, to tbek great, credit, did not join the 
otbhr Europeans, owing probably to their being chiefly com¬ 
posed of Englishmen and also perhaps to a personal regard 
for Captain Jennings. The Battalion had selected, as their 
leader, an Englishman of the name of Straw, whom they 
dubbed with rank of Major pand on Oaptaio, Jennings' arrival 
on the parade, be found them drawn up as above-meulioned, 
Straw being advanced a few paces in front with his firelock 
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resting on bb arm like an officer of QreiiacUers,’<^ On perceiv¬ 
ing the apptoaclvof Captain Jennings'and the other officers,. 
Straw gave the words of oom)imnd then innso, ‘Have (ioa.ro/ 
‘Best your firelocks/ ‘Shoulder your firelocks/ which the 
Battalion immediately obeyecL Captain Jennings then went 
up to Sti'iiw, and asked him by what authority he took upon 
himself the command ; to which Straw replied by the autho¬ 
rity of his coru|anions, pointing to the Battalion ; upon 
this, Captain Jennings sci/^ed lutn by the collar and an¬ 
nounced his intention of carrying him off to the quarter 
guard, as the ringleader of the mutiny, when the Battalion' 
immediately moved forward with charged bayonets, to the 
rescue of their lender. Captain Jennings roleasing his hold 
of Straw, addressed the .Battalion and demandecrtho mean¬ 
ing of this extraordinary and mutinous procedure. They re¬ 
plied that they saw no prospect of receiving their p.romi8ed‘ 
donation, or as they termed it, their prize-money, and that 
they were therefore determined to proceed to Patna: that if it 
wao not paid to them there, they were resolved to march tb Cal¬ 
cutta and compel the Governor and Council to do them justice ; 
but that in the first instance, they had determined to go to 
the Karumnassa and take the Grenadiers with them. Captain 
Jennings did all in his power to pacify thorn ; he assured 
thorn that the whole amount of the donation would shortly 
bo paid, and that he would immediately raise all the rxionoy 
available in camp, from amongst the officers or from the 
Nawaub, and distribute a dividend of the amount at once ; 
and be earnestly entreated them not to tarnish the high name 
they had already acquired through their gallantry and good 
conduct during the campaign, by rany further act of insubor¬ 
dination. He also sent Captain Stables to the Nawaub to 
inform him of what occurred, and requesting him to raise and 
supply such a sum as ho might be able to collect. To his 
advice and promises the Battalion paid no regard, and chi- 
moured loudly to march ; upon which Straw gave them the 
word of command to face to the right, and the whole party 


♦ At tins period, all ofiicora Criiena/liei-suniTiea a but llioso of the 
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toward tbe lianmnassai to joia tliit) 
under Captain Stibbert, directing their march throng ib‘, 
Nawaub s camp. Here they were met by the NaWa^tb; 
offered them one lakh of rupees if they, would return thea’ 
duty, orie-haJf to be paid on the spot, and the other by ptee 
o’clock on that clay ; but the intrigues and clamours of th^ 
foreigners prevailed, and they con tin aed their march without' 
halting. Captain Jennings seeing this, directed the officers 
and non-commissioned officers to follow the men/and endea¬ 
vour to bring them back to their duty, whilst he himself 
galloped by a more direct route across country to Captain 
Stibbert’a camp, to apprize that officev of what had occurred 
and to prevent the Grenadiers being drawn into the con¬ 
spiracy. On his arrival, he immediaicly got the two Bat¬ 
talions of Sipahis under arms, with the two G-pOimders, 
and sent off the Grenadiers to tho main camp, by a road 
different from that by which the Battalion was approach- 
iiig, 

In the mean time, the officers and serjeants followed the 
ilcgimc'iit, endeavouring to recall the men to their duty ; and 
so far succeeded, that they induced nearly one hundred of 
them to return and receive their promised dividend p the 
guns also being ill supplied with draught bullocks, and the 
kscars and the few Artillerymen attached, In'iving but little in¬ 
clination to thp proceeding, gradually dropped behind, ahd 
also leturued to camp. The foreigners annoyed by t'hcse do- 
s(?rtions,now became more violent, and threatened the officers if 
they coiuinuecl to follow them, — in consequence of which, the 
greater portion gave over the attempt. Several amongst them, 
however, persevered and continued their exertions to bring 
the men back,—fomnost amongst whom were lieutenant 
Claude lIarline., 'who coiiunanded the .French Company which 
had oiigiiially come roinid from Madras, Ensigns Thomas 
Bavio and JamoB Alien, the latter of whom had been a Ser¬ 
jeant in the Bitli ilegiment, promoted to a commission 
in the Company’s service, and appointed Adjutant of the 
European Battalion. When they iiad proceeded about half 






ebluaiy. a«i/le, and told hiin that tl}e;|^had no in¬ 

tention to proceed to Tutna as alleged,—tliat the jclamovir re¬ 
garding the donation had been purposely excited and foment¬ 
ed by the ‘Fionch, to coyer their real plans,—tnfd that they 
were determined and now on their way, to join Sboojah- 
oo-Dowlab, where, in co-operation with the Europeans in 
Sumroo’s }3rigade, they wonkl bo enabled to#make thera- 
selvos masters of the wliole country : that if Lieutenant 
Martino would join them and put liiraself at their head, he 
should be their General Lieutenant Martine, nstonishocl at 
learning the extent and nature of the scheme bn foot and 
> fearful of oxoi ling alarm by a direct refusal, gave an equi¬ 
vocal answer, and, dropping cpiietly in the rear, watched 
his opportunity, and setting spurs to his horse, rode off to 
camp to apprize Captain Jennings of what he had learocd; 
but he found that officer hacVproceedcd to the Earumrias.sa> 
whither, he followed him. In the ineantime, the mutineers 
had come within sight of the detachmerU on.(|ie Karumnassa, 
when Ensignsi)£wie and illen halted thom;Jind pointed out 
that those, troops were evidently drawm up to interrupt their 
march, and once more warned them of the fearful cohsoquences 
of opposing; the Government'^by force. This for a moment 
appeared tib stagger them ; but the French reckless of oon- 
sequen^js, shout ed eii avaff tj* and the whole loarohod on once 
more. Ensign Davie now galloped on in advance and joined 
Captain Jennings, who was with the two Sipahi Battalions, 
awaiting tlio approach of the Europeans. The Captain asked 
Ensign Davie what he thought was the intention of the 
/> men, who replied that it was his firm belief they intended to 
desert. *‘Ob, no !” replied Captain Jennings, Englishmen 
‘Idesert? never! — a d rani and and a biscuit will send them 
'' all back again !"— Ensign, Davie remarked that this would 
bo true were they all Englishmen, but that two-thirds of tlicm 
u'crc foreigners. Lioutenniit Martino no^v arrived and com- 
numioatod the real state of the caso. The Ibutaliou in thfe 
meantime advanced, and seeing that there was no intention 
ou tl/e part of tiro Sipahis to oppose them by force, they cou- 
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^^ite^^iemselves vvifih soiziag the two field-pioces of the de- A. 
tachmeat.*" , 

Captain Jennings now once more addresserl thi5 troops, and 
requested them, at any rate,3o halt and^ take a dram apd ;8 
hiseuit, which he had already prepared for them. To this 
they cousentod,—and whilst they were refreshing themselves, 
he pointed out to the English the folly of their coriduet and 
the schemes-pf the Erench, which were clearly showti by their 
proposition to cross the JCaruhinassa. lie prayed of them to 
return to their dutyj promising full pardon to all who would 
do so, and n speedy payment of the promised donation. The 
consequenoo of these exhortation-s wa.s that the greater part of 
the English, who had ho intention of deserting, began to open 
their eyes to the insidious designs of their foreign comrades, 
and falling out of the ranks, joined Captain Jennings’; hut 
the more determined mutineers, fearful of a further reductipn 
of the’ir namhers, gave the word ‘ forward,’ and continued 
their 'march across the Karumnassa, to the number of about 
aOO men. Amongst those who returned to their duty on this 
occasion, was Straw, who further exerted his influence to brin|; 
over all his countrymen, and followed the party to induce tho 
remainder to return, for some few Englishmen still adhered to 
the rnniineers. In the-meantimoi the Mogul I|orso bad dis¬ 
persed and mixed themselves with the raen.of ’the two Na.t'ivo 
Battalions, pensuading them to join; and in cphseqnenee 
Hourly the whole pf the Sipahis Ol the,detachment prepared-to 
march : bnt the Influence and persunsions,.of Captains Stibbsrt 
and Trevannion prpvailed upon more than half to give up 
their intentipp. About,six hundred Sipahis, howover, march¬ 
ed off with their arms fthd; accompanied the I’rench. 

Captain Jenninga uovv ,proceeded to the main camp., taking 
with him (He greater part’of'the officers, and the whole of the 
Europeans who hac\ returned to their duty,—leaving a few 
officers to take, charge of thb Sipahis remaining at the 
Karumnassa, and to fifljow the mutineers,—.which latter was 
now a somewhat dangerous office.^ Amongst those whoppr- 
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sisted in tbe endeavour to bring; bade iheiivnieov w 
Captain Morgan and ,Ensign J)avie of tlie European Bat- 
talioiu Oaptain Stibbert and his brother Ensign David Stib- 
bert of ill© Sipahi. Battalions, and Lieutenant George Bolton 
Eyres of the Cavalry. Thesorofficers followed the men until 
it was duskj and succeeded in bringing back about 80 more 
of the Europeans and nearly 800 of the Sipahis'i lAeuteDaht 
Eyres wa^s the last to leave, being very anxipns to indiice id 
own men to return, and. only quitted them when they threafe- 
eiied to carry him off by force if he' came any further. 
Amongst tlio noM-commiesioned officers who had beerv appa" 
rently very active in endeavouring to faring the men bade to 
their duty, was a Serjeant r}elamarr;---r*thi8 man .had hfen a 
serjoant in the 84th Eegiment, and had dis,tingui^hecl himself 
by his intelligence ana\conduct during the ca,m'paign> but 
was greatly disappointed in not obtaining a commission when 
ho enteriod .tho Company’s service, which had beat cpiiferrod 
on several other Serjeants of that Corps, ^md which he saW 
had been promised him by Major Adams. He appears to have 
been one of those chiefly ,concerned in this copspiracj', M- 
though he manifested so mneh apparent ,5:eal or,rtheoccasion ; 
in consequence of whipb, k© had been supidied/by one 
the officers with a horse, the better to enabl© him to 
himself He was born in England of Frenah pamits, and 
spoke the French language yvit.h perfect fluency ; on which 
account he was employed as a‘medium .of^ comm 
As long as any of the officers remained with the dotacluhch^^ 
ho kept up the farce of appearing faithful to his duty but 
as soon as Lieutenant Eyres left, he put himself at the bead 
of tbo party, and drawihg his sword, declared that h0 would 
show them the way to fortune and glory 

Wbemhe consideted himself safe from pursuit, he, haUed 
the party for the night and gavo oin an^ order tlbit: any 
one who attempted to leave ibe detachment, should be looked 
upon as a deserter, and hanged upon the first tree. Notwith' 
standing this resolution, upwards of seventy more Europeans 
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tlie following day; tiiese were chiefly 
^Yho began to think that die French were parrying ;th© ^ 

matter too far; a few English wero also amongst thern, 
and several Sipahis accompanied. There finally^ revnainod 
only 5 serjeants and 152 ;rank-ancl-filo of the' European 
Battalion, almOst all Frehclimeny IG of the European ., 
Cavalry, and about 100 natives, including several of the 
Mogul horse* Oidy 8 Englishmen were amongst tlH*^m 
They continued their march to the GaiVges, along the 
banks of wliich they proceeded to -Ajllahabad, and joined 

Shoojah-oo-DowIah's Army, receivujg assistance and $upplie^^ 

during their route frond Biilwiint Singh, the Rajah of Benares. 

Some of them obtained service with the Na^yaiib Vuzier, and 
others in Meet Kossim Khan’s regular Battalions ; but the 
ninjonty joined Snrnroo’s Brigade^^M^^ of them finally 
met the foto they deserved ; others fell victims to dissipation 
andexposure ; and a few survivors led an adveniurous but . 
wretched life, holding subordinate commands in SifTeretlt na¬ 
tive armies, where they obtained a certain degree of iinenvi- 
. able notorie^ty. 

On thb IStli of February, tfmvday following the mutiny, 

Captain Jennings having received a lakh of rupees from the 
iNavvaub, and borfowed all tbbmone^ 
amongsttbe BuropeanAo|Bcerspf the force, issued, 
iug order ■ ■ ’ / ^ 

' A dividend bf-the NawauVs louatiou is to be paid tOi the 
Amiy immediately ; the 

* cornpames are to be careftd .that nO non-cc&tm offi- y’ 

^ cevs or soldiers are to be inserted in their rolii^,, but those 

' that were in the s^'tu^ice on^ 1st of July last. The share 
' of each serjeant is 80 rapbes , eoi^porals and bombardiers 
‘ of Artil kry the same ; Corporals of tJut Battalion bud 
" nerg, of Artillery, GO rupees priV6tte sokHers, matrasses 

* and drummers, 40 rupees each ; havildars, 12 rupees 

* naicks, 9 rupees ; mui s^epoys/ 

This prompt and libera) distrlbutiori completely satisfied 
the Europoans, who Were nfbreover, heartily nshamed of their 
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past condttcl;; and now tliat their eyes were opened, were 
■highly iudignant with their foreign comrades, who had so 
egregiously duped them and nearly led them into the com¬ 
mission of a heinous crime, which they themselves had never 
really contemplatedj and now viewed in its proper light* The 
superior footing upon whieh tho Artillery were placed^ with 
roferenoe to the Battalion, is worthy of notice,---being, one 
which that branoh Jong continued to enjoy; Bat the pro- 
portions allotted to the different grades, though highly sa¬ 
tisfactory to the Europeans, were quite the I'everse to the 
fijipahis, who wore exceedingly indignant at the comparatively 
small sum allotted to them, which, when it came to be dis¬ 
tributed,: every corps refused to rece'’^ ©, Clamoar a.ad discus¬ 
sion immediately arose in the lines, and profiting by the exam¬ 
ple so reconlly a.fforcled them by tiio.Europeans, they resolv- 
to endeavour to right themsejves, and appeal rather to the 
fears than to the liberality of the Governihent. Accordingly, 
on the 13th of'February at 9 o'cloch in the forenoon, in 
imitation of the Europeans, they assembled,under arms on 
their several parades.* 

Captain Jennings, immediatbly that he heard of this, ordered 
the Ein-opean Battalion and the Artillery to get under arms also, 
with a view of protecting the magazine and park, and farlher of 
preventing any communjoation betwixt the Europeans and the 
Sipaliis. The last precaution, however, was altogether unne¬ 
cessary, for the Europeans were most anxious to show their 
sense of, and to atone for tlieir past misconduct; and the on¬ 
ly difficulty was to restrain their violence, and prevent them 
falling upon the Sipahis for presuming to follow the example 
they themselves had afforded. The European Battalion was in 
the centre of fc))e line, with the Magazine, and Parkin their 
rear, and the Sipabi Battalions were drawn up, two on either 
flank. Capt, Jennings ordered the Europe.ahs to load tludr 
arms, and also prepared two held-pieces for action; but gave 
positive orders thaf no violence sliould bo used, unless an 
attack made. In this state, both parties remained for 
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^tirae, TOtclring each otlier^—when sudclenly Captain 
MaoLean'fH Battalion fthe prese?ii 2nd GrmadiersJ, which 
was on the extreme left, setting’ up a shout, rushed down in 
an irregular body towards the^Europeaps who hath 
drawn up in separate Companies across the parade, with 
the park on their left and two 6-poimders on iheir right. 
Captain Jennings anticipating; an attack, at first gave or¬ 
ders to oppose the advance of the Sipahis; > but observing 
that they were moYing without order imd with shGuldei’ed 
arms, having apparently no hostile 'intention, he ciirec'ted 
that they should be permitted to pa^s thi'ouglT the intervals of 
the Battalion, if they would xto so quietly. This tYas' ^ 
nervous moment ; the noisy and tumultuous advanee of 
the Sipahis left it soinewhat unGertaih whether they in- 
londed mischief or not, and to admit them in thhM 
of the ranks, was a dangerous’experiment,—-whilst on the, 
other hand, the flisoiiarge of a single musket would have 
been .the signal for a general and fearful straggle, whiGh must 
liavo , ended either ini the extermination of the Europeans^ or 
the total dissolution of the native poi'tion of the Army^ on 
which the Goveriimont were of necessity so deeply depondont* 
Several olHcors urged Captain Jennings to res^tance, but ho 
was fim), and repeated hi| order to let the Sipahis jmss un- 
molested. Stitl, the tfaet of contrary orders having been 
issued just before, and the feeling ,of the European troops at 
the momeiit, rendered him a'pprohensivo that some violence 
or collision might occur. He rode ah)ng the ranks, exhort¬ 
ing the men to bo steady and quiet, pointing out that the Sipa- 
his evidently o^ly wished to pass through the intervals to 
the other flank, and he arrived at the right of the line just 
in time to snatch the match out of the hand of a Subal¬ 
tern of ArtiUery, as-ho was putting itto a 6-pounder loaded 
’vVith grapo.^ The resuU justified his decision,—the Sipahis 
passed quietly thtough and proceeded to the other flank, 
where, on the extreme right, were posted their friendu and 
comrades, the 2nd Burdwau Battalion /he S/h N. Lj, 
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’ gotber to the Karumnassa. I’iius was the safety of the 'AroiJ 
and the Govornment for a short time deperulont iipon 
decision of a single individual; and to thoyiTclgmenfc 
presence of mind oxliibited by Captain .Jeiui'ings 
trying occasion, may the present existence of tho Native 
Army be attributed. . ■ 

Xhe other twoBattaUbns on the parade were tiiose of Cap¬ 
tain Gallie?; l$i JV! l.Jf and Gap tain Swituon 

/the prespit ^rd N. LJ One of these corps reniained per- 
fecj,ly: steady; and the oth5r. though i(jlamorous and excited, 
did , not leave the camp. Captain Stables^ Battalion (the 
.MatheiveJ/^^h^^ on duty in the Nawauh’a Camp, two or 
thieo miles distant; and Cdpthin fjtibben's and Trevarmion's 
prespit ^th and lO/A N. I,J, were still de¬ 
tached on the Knrunmfl.ssa. yiiese three last/,mentiowed 
jBatiaTiongr all exhibited some eymptoms of niatin}^; to 
thrpugii the influence and persuasion of toeir oijGcerB,^v^ 

. restrained from an)y^seriou3 outbteakj and were/finally, by 
■ the concessions made, brought to a state of contemmeut 
and tnuiqiiilli'ty; 

In the mean time Captain Jennings, accompanied by Oap^ 
tains MvicLeap and Srhith with ^the ottor officers df the two 
Battalions that iiad left camp, followed' and .eiKleavoured to 
persuade them to rctarn, ^Yhich, after proceeding‘s abou t a mite 
beyond die Durgowtee, they did without the loSs of a single 
man; Ciqjtain Jennmgs'having ugreecT to their not very un- 
Teasonable demand, that their share of the donations should 


be made equal to half that of the corresponding ranks . of the 


European Battalion. Accordingly tbeii- shares “Were raised to 
40 Kupees for each Jiavildar, 30 for eacTh Naiok, and 
each Sipuhi ; when this was generally made known, or¬ 
der and Iran quillity was again restored throughout the force.^ 
These two serious and thr«mtening mutinies having been 
thus fortunately suppressed, Cayitain Jenning^ deemed it ad¬ 
visable, with a'view of occupying the troops in some measure. 
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them in motion, mtaining them within the district • 
hounded by the Soane and ICnrumnassa. Accordingly ho 
recalled the detachrhenfc under Captain Stibberfc to head-quar- 
toT 9 , and on the 16th of Pebniary, he broke up the ©noiunp- 
meut near Suwiirit, and mar(f'hed to Sahserixm, whore Le arrived 
on the 19th. The Nawanb/who bad preceded him, 
at Daondnuggur on the date 

Here they rernaTaed for upwards of a fortnight, awaiting 
the receipt of orders from the Ihresiclency, and inteiligenco 
relative to-.the rnc^jvements and pittng of Slioojah-oo-Dpwlah 
apd the Emperor Shah Alliiin, regarchng #hicb, tlm rumOprs 
received began tO'assume a^deoidedly’hostil^ 

As Major Ganuic, who had been nominated' to the com-, 
mend of tlie Army on the dentfoefof Major Adams, wps dah, 
ly expected in oamp, Gapt. Jennings was ntvturaily 
ling to xvndertako any rheasiire^ witliout being acquaioied 
vntli the views and intentions of that offibeVi Learning, how¬ 
ever, that Meer KoSsSim Khan had ordered an officer, by 
name Sheihlt Ismq.el to proceed with a chosen body of 
troops and a ,supply of cattle to Rhqtai^, with thd intention 
of bringing awxiy the remainder of the trepsiire and vakuxbks 
foft there. Captain Jennings detached- Captain Smith with his 
Battalion and its two ^O-pomnlers, to intercept the‘march of 
this convoy, and if possible, to obtain possessiqn of IlhotaB- 
ghuT; They accordingly started on the 2r.d qf Alarch, but \yere 
suhseqacntly'^^ recalled by Mvijor Cariiao^’'just as they had ap- 
proHched the place. On thq 5th of March, the for^b moved 
to Harriergnnge, on the banks of the Soane ; whoreahey were 
joined on the folUiwiag day by Majqr Carriao, who assumod tho 
gen a'ul command. Major Ghauipibix also arrived with himd^ 
Ou receiving the alarming intelligence,;<of the conductiof 
the troops at Sawunt, the Council in Calcutta had sent pif an 
express to Comm()dorb‘Ti then in-Saugor,:ItQads w'iili a 
part of hiBi squadrp,n„rcqaesung him to re la ml the two Com¬ 
panies of Royal Marines whibli had lately been embarked ; 
but unfortunately the York and Liverpool had sailed ,ft few 
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Wemyes' Company, however, wore still in tlio river, on boar4, 
the Medway and the Aryo^ and was immediately seat to Gal- 
cutta, landed and together with the Company of Pioneers 
and Captain Kinlocli's Company of Infantry, was ordered up 
to join the Army, and started as soon at arr^pgements 
could bo made for camp equipage, and carriage, whioli were 
not ready until the end of March. The new I3attalion raised 
by Oapt. Goddard at Moorshedabad f the present l^f h iV. l. J, 
was also directed to proceed to Patna ; and altbongb they bad 
not yet received their arms, they joined the Marines on the 
vjnarch at Kossimbazar, and aecorapanied that detachment to 
the army. Captain Grant's Battalion ('the present 6 th N* IO 9 
was also, after some hesitation, ordered up from Chittagong, 
at Major Carnac’s suggestion, as it was an old'and well clia^ 
ciplined corps and had not been infected by the recent miUi- 
nous spirit which had spread amongst the other Battalions in 
the field.* It was intended that it should have been relie-ved 
by one of the corps then/in camp ; but this appears never tb 
have beotx eflectecl, as the only'Eegimeat in that province, for 
some time after, was Captain Lewis Brown's Battalion, wh 
was originally raised there. 

Tim two Companies of Bombay European Infantry had 
likewise been-embarked for Madras, but fortunately had not 
sailed ; they were now also relancled and with the two Com¬ 
panies of Sipahis. from the same Presidency, were im¬ 
mediately ordered up to Patna, under Captain Pemble, yyho 
was appointed a Brevet Major. This detachment niarohed 
from Ghyrettee on the 17th of March, aial reached to 
tlie middle of April, when tl;ie Europeans joined tli© army in 
the field, and the Sipahis remained in garrison in the city.f 

As the letters latterly received from Captain Jennings w,m 
in command, and which were fully confirmed byhMajor Camac 
on his arrival at Patna, announced the apparent iatention of 
the Nawaub Vuzier and the Emperor to ilivade Behar, in 
support of Meet Kossim Khan, the Counoii with the pros^ 
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^&0^elbrQ them of a long and arduous caoipnign, deter- A>t». irc<t* 
ira'ned etill further to, increase the native force ; and two .more ; 
Battalions were ordered to be raised—one at Moorshedabad, to 
replace Captain Goddard’s Battalion, tbe command and or¬ 
ganization of which was entrusted to. Oapt.ain Alexander Dow, 

■who afterwards rose to the rank of Lieutenant Coionel,but is 
belter known for his historical and literary acquirenaents. This 
corps /'■Moiei the I5th Mept. N. /.^ still bears his iiame.*—The 
other Regiment was raised in the Midnapore district, ap¬ 
parently at Jellasore, upon drafts received from Gaptniu's 
Hampton and Irous'ido’s Battalions ; and the command of it, 
when partially formed, was given to Captain James Sobtland, • 
by whoso name, corrupted into ‘ the Corps /wow • 

I-l/A 2V /./is still designated.-f- 

It is now necessary to return to the movements in the camp 
of the enemy, with whom the Army was now aboitt/o engage 
in a campaign of a more extended nature than any the Eng¬ 
lish had .yet been concerned in, at least on this, side of India. 

When Meer Kossim .Khan retreated from Behar, he pro¬ 
ceeded to Ailaliabad with the remnant- of his force which 
was Still considerable, comprising all his remaining Ar¬ 
tillery, bis dieoiplined Battalions of Infantry under Suniroo, 
and a respectable body of Cavalry; there he awaited the 
arrival of Sho,ojah-oo-Dowlah and tlm Emperor. * The latter, 
after an unsuccessful campaign for the recovery of his throne 
and capital,—the details of which, however interesting, are fo¬ 
reign to this narrative,--had sought the support of the Nawaub 

Vuzier of Oude, and proceeded to the residence of the latter at 
Lucknow. Sboojah-oo-Dowlali, flattered by the title thus ac¬ 
quired of " protector of the empire," and looking to many ad¬ 
vantages to be obtained by espousing the cause of the unfortu- 
uate Monarch, expressed his devotion and readiness to render 
every assistance to-the Emperor, whom, at the same time, 
he determined to render a tool for the prosecution of his own 
ambitious viow,s, whilst he oohflned his services to such ope¬ 
rations as suited his persenai interests. Shah Allum was, how- 
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ever, received and treated with rssSpect. Alliaiaoes were 
entered into with the Koliillas, who had all along been friend¬ 
ly to the royal caiiso ; and tlie army moved towards Alla¬ 
habad, with a view of collecting the revenues of the low* 
er Dooab in the Emperor’s name and carrying tbo war 
into Bundelkund,—the Eajah of which district hud asserted 
his independence and was extending his conquests into 
the territories of the Nawtiub Vnzier and the Emperor. On 
arrival at Allahabad, Shoojah-oo-Dowhih proceeded to visit 
Meer Kossim Khan in great state, at the head of 10,000 
chosen horse; whilst the latter made e^an 7 prepara^^^ 
receive his distinguished visitor with every possible disp 
of power and wealth. His regular Battalions and Airtiilcry 
were drawn up in two lines, forming a street to the reoeption 
tent; which was fitted up with great magnifiePhGO am^ 
with his principal officers. As Shoojah-ao-.Dowlah approach¬ 
ed under a salute from the guns, be was met by Meer 
Kossim Kham who conducted him to a throne prepared for 
him, and after tho usual compliments and cereinonies, and 
the presentation by tho Ex-Nawaub of some Splendid pro- 
sents, the two chiefs, mounted on the same elephant,^ proceed¬ 
ed to visit the Emperor, where Meer Kosim lOuin was 
introduced in form, made his obeisanco and presenteit a 
liberal niizzur. The following day Meer Kossim .Khan 
returned the Nawaub Vuzier’s visit with equal cox-omonjr, A 
complicated scene of intrigue now ensued. Notwithstanding 
the invitation given and the promises made to the ex^ 
Nawaub of Bengal, by Shoojab'oo-Dowlah, both he and the 
Emperor had been for some time in correspondence with 
Meer Jaffier Khan, and had sent messages of congratula¬ 
tion on his successes. Tho negociations between Meer 
Kossim Khan and the Nawaub Vuzier had been chicly car • 
ried on through tlie agency of Meer Shams-oo-deenT-“a’'oor• 
rospondence which excited the jealousy of Belxneo Beha- 
dur, the principal minister of Shoojah-oo-Howlab, and caused 
him to throw his influence into the opposite, scale ; and he 
had sufficient interest to induce the Emperor with the con* 
currence of the Nawaub Vuzior, to depute Bajah Shitab 






MEF.R KO^SS^^^ KHAN DKEEATS THE BtJNHKELAHS. 


10 Bad attiicliod himself to tho party of this minis- A-i>* troi* 
ter and who was nauiraliy opposed to the interest of Meer 
Kossim Khan, with, a ichelut, letters of oongratnlation and 
protTers of friendship to Meer Jaffier Khan. Thus tho Em¬ 
peror and the Nawaiib Vn7>ier were at tlic same time in 
commimicadon with, and pledged to both the opposing par¬ 
ties ; and it appeared douhtfal for some timo, which sido 
they woidd finally espouse,—a circumstance that, coupled 
with, the earnest entreaties of Meer Jaffier Khan, who was 
very sanguine in his expectations on this sabject, had so 
long retained the English inactive, and iaduced them to 
refrain froni trespassing u])on tho territories of Shoojah- 
oo-DowIah. 

But Meer Kossim Khun—whose abilities were better 
adapted to tho intrigues or policy of a court than to the 
active operations of the field,—gradually succeeded in ob¬ 
taining an asc(3ndancy in the councils of the Emperor and 
the Vuzier, and enlisting by liberal presents, the majority of 
those about the court, whose interest was desirable. Shoo- 
jah-oo-Bowlah at length agreed to support tho cause of his 
guest with his whole force, but represented the necessity of 
subduing the Bimdeelabs in the first instance. Meer Kossim 
Khan who w^ell knew the value of time,—which would en¬ 
able the English to secure and strengthen their recently ac¬ 
quired possessions, —urged a more immediate advance, and of¬ 
fered with his own regular troops to bring the Bundelkund 
Uajah to submission. This last oiler was accepted ; and 
whilst Behnee Behadur, who had been commissioned to un¬ 
dertake the expedition, was thinking about crossing the Jumna, 

Meer Kossim Khan, with his disciplined brigades, clothed and 
armed like Europeans, defeated the enemy in several actions, 
followed them up promptly, dispersed their troops, seized 
their strongholds, and compelled the terrified and astonish- 
cci Rajah to sue for peace on the most submissive terms.* 

The expedition thus successfully brought to a close, he re-' 
turned to Allaluibarh Shoojah-oo-Dowlah no longer hesitat- 
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, ed to render his assistanco, and terms-wore fiaally arranged, 
by which it wa (3 agreed that from the day the Army crossed 
the Ganges, Meer Kossim Khan should pay the Nawaub Yuy.ier 
the sum of eleven lakhs of rupees per roonth, for tho eTC- 
pensesof the war; that the treasures and property of Moer 
Jaffier Khdii and the Finglish should be divided ; and thaty 
when established in the Soobahdaree, Meer Kossim Khan shoald 
regularly pay the peishcush to the Emperor, aiid be always 
prepared to furnish a body of regular troops to aid the Na- 
waub Viizier when required. These points being satisfac- 
torily adjusted^ the united forces coinmenci^d their march 
towards Benares, intending to cross the river at point, 
and carry the \var into the province of Behar. 

Buch were tho prospects of l oatiiity, when Major Oarnac 
joined the Army at HaiTiergungo on the Soane, on the f>th of^ 
March Here he found the European Battalion which,, 

notwithstanding the recent desertion, still mustemi together 
about 650 of all ranks effeotive, the ^ Companies of Anillery, 
the details of European and Native Cavalry, and 7 Battalions 
of Sipahis. The troops were in high si>irits and appear to 
have been generally subordinate and contented at that time,*—^ 
looking forward anxiously to the expected campaign, as likely 
to afford them an opportunity of wiping out the recollection 
of their past misconduct, and—as regarded the European 
portion—of wreaking their vengeance on their trca<dxerou3 
comrades, who had been so successful in duping and leading 
them away. The only apparent difficulty or obstacle of any 
serious iniportance, was the want of provisions : the Bojepore 
district having been so long the seat of war and disturbance, 
was completely devastated; tho hilly districts to the south 
were comparatively unproductive, and were moreover in \tbe 
interests of the enemy, and beyond the Kunumiassa, Bui- 
want Singh the Eajah of Benares, a feudatory of the Nawaub 
Vuzior, had gleaned the country for his own purposes, as ho. 
bad also done in the Ghazeepore districts. Sarun and Had- 
jeepoor were under the nominal control of Meer Jaffier Khan, 
but the management was left to one Ram Olumd, who was 
suspected of being in the interest of Meer Kossim Kh4n and 
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fesistainco in the shap^ of srtppllas was furnished from that A* 0* ’ 

quarter. The Army was oonsequeiilly dep,evident upon the 
province of Bebar proper, and grain and other stores 
wore sent from^ Patna,•-‘-where the rose in proportion 
to the demand ; whilst the land carriage to the camp, with tho 
profits of the retailors, increa.sed tho cost to the consurnora 
more than cent. p>er cant.,—so thatthe sipahis and camp follow¬ 
ers were reduced to great distress, and could scarcely livp upon 
theii\pay. There appears good reason to belteve that Nund 
Komar, the infamous but able Miihsfeer of^ Meer Jaffier 
Khan, was dt^eply concerned in creating and profiting -by this 
scarcity. Be. the cause what it may, the troops suffered se* 
vere inconyenicnee in oonsequenoe. Captain JenningvS had al- 
ready represented the cirQurtistanoo to tho Council, and had 
urged tho necessity of forming depots at Moheah, 
and other advantageous points on tbo Ganges,-r-supplylng 
them from Patna and the lower stations by wmter,—and con¬ 
fining the operations of tho army as far as practioablo to the 
vicinity at that river, Major Camac on arrival at Patna, also 
wrote to tho Board on this subject, and urgod the transrnis- 
Bion of extensive and speedy supplies from Bengal and Burch , ' . 
wuin.; in compliance with which request, the Board addressod 
their Agents at Kossiinbazar, Burclwan, Purneah, Malda aud 
Diiiajepore, directing that the necessary supplies; should be 
collected and forwarded to Patna without delay. The Major 
further requested that the mar(?h of tho dotachinents under 
Majors Pernble and Wetnyss might be expedited, as also that 
of Captain Grants Battalion.—Ho moreover ordered Captain 
Compbell to hold himself i n readiness to join Captain Grant, as 
the latter passed Bajroahal, and proceed to the army with his 
Battalion (the pTenent ^th Regt, —Captain Swinton 

was appointed Aide-de-camp and Persian Interpreter tfe the 
Major,and Captain Benjamin Wilding appears to have succeed” 
ed to the temporary command of that officers Battalion, 

X^resent Srd liegt^ iV. Lj Lieutenant Thomas Pearson was ap¬ 
pointed SecretarVi and Major Champion .second in command. 

By desire of the Couiioil, Major Oarnac turned his early at¬ 
tention to the reorganization of the force ; one of tho first 
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rjieasures oomiected with whicli, was the reduction of the 
(liree weak but expensive troops of Cavalry, and forming that 
branch into a single Troop of more respootablo strength, coa- 
sisting of 1 Captain, i Lieutenant,''I Adjutant, ] Quarter- 
master, I Riding-master, 4 Serjeants, 4 Corporals and 60 
Privates, the command of which was given to Captain George 
Hay—who appears to have previously coinmanded the first troop 
of Dragoons, on which the now Corps was formed; this mcasaro 
caused a considerabl e reduction of expense, and left several offi¬ 
cers and men available for the European Battalion, to which tlioy 
were immediately attached.-^ The Council had also direbtccl 
the increase of the Native Cavalry, and its formation into ro- 
galar troops, subject to European disoiplino, with a liberal sup¬ 
ply of European officeis ; but this plan was found imprac- 
ticable, as no tnen of respectability could be induced to outer 
the service on the terms suggested. Such being the case, 
the Major proposed to increase the establishmeht of the 
irrcguUu* Mogul Horse, which had been found useful on 
several occasions, and to employ for this purpose, the ser¬ 
vices of Meer Mehdee Khun, the former Governor of 
Patna, who had com© over to Meer Jaffier Khan. This 
arrangevncnt the Council objected to, expressing their dis¬ 
trust of one who had already proved himself a traitor, 
and reiterating their opinion that a body of regular Native 
Cavalry might be raised on the European system, under Eng¬ 
lish officers. As this was the first instanoe on record in which 
the question of the better adaptation of the natives of India to 
Regular or Irregular Cavalry was discussed, the opinion of 
Major Carnac on this point may be interesting. In his reply 
to Council ho observes, I shall give up all thoughts of em- 
ploying Mehcly Aly Oawn, as you disapprove thereof; but 
must beg leave to differ from you in opinion that a servioe- 
able body of Cavalry can be formed on the plan you pro- 
pose ; the Moguls, who are the only good horsemen In 
the country, can never be brought to sabroit to the ilh 
** treatment they receive frona gentlemen wholly luiacquaint- 
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__ ^itb their language aiid customs. Wo clearly see the A. n. 
ill'elfeots of this among our Sipahrs, and it will be miioh 
“ more so among liorseinon, who deem themselves of a far 
superior class ; nor have '.ie a sufficiency of Officers for 
the purpo.so ; I am sorry to say not a single one qualified 
“ to afford a prospect of success to such a project.”* 

Though somewhat anticipating the order of the narrative, 
it may be mentioned that the Board’s plan was abandoned, and 
the Mogul Horse increased during the year to 1200 men, 
each Rissallali under native ofiSoers, with a few Europeans 
to tlie whole: it appears probable that the increase was cliief- 
ly effected by drafts from the Nawaub’s Cavalry. 

The condition of the Sipahi Battalions also attracted the 
attention of the Council, and Major Oarnao was directed to 
equalize and increase their strength, and as far as possible, 
to divide .some of the older soldiers amongst the newer Bat¬ 
talions. Another Battalion was also directed to be raised at 
Patna, the command of which was given in April to Cuptain 
James Morgan, who afterwards rose to be a Colonel in the 
service. TJiis Corps, which was a very distinguished one, 
was finally incorporated in the organization of 179(5, with the 
present 14iA and U>lh Regimenis N. L, up to which date it 
was always known as the “ Morgan Ha Fuhun " iihei its foun¬ 
der," and as the Morgans, the Corps will in future be men¬ 
tioned in the cour.se of this narrativo.t 
Wo must now advert to Major Carnao’s operations in the 
field, the details of which are unfortunately scanty, and the 
several accounts differ considerably in tho views taken of that 
officer’.^ arrangements,~-beiDg tinged with a strong party feel¬ 
ing to which subsequent circumstances gave birth. But aftoi" a 
careful examination of the whole available details, it cannot 
he denied that there was an apparent want of energy and 
cnterprize throughout,—-which contrasted very unfavo'iirably 
with the preceding campaign under Major "Adams, or with 
that which followed under Major Munro,—although tho 
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tliOBe possossed by the fiist"i)amed officer, and little lees than 
those with which his successor obtaiuecl such glorious oad 
complete success. The Uvo principul defects apparent in the 


Majorca operations were a too great regard for his personal 


ease and comfort;, and an unjasliiinble distrust in lbs troopSj 
the very men who had fouglit and conquered at Glierrinh 


and Oodwah Nullah, and toiled through an arduous cam' 


paign duringtbe rainy season withoiit marmnr, who had only 
failen into insubordination when unemployed and'led away 
by ovil council and example, and who now were panting (or 
an opportunity to redeem their character. 

On thedUh of March, the day of the Major’s aridval at liar- 
i'ier|funge, he assembled the troops on parade, and addressed 
them on the sabjecti^f their recent conduct,—^expressing his 
hope that no further disturbance would occur, and pointing 
out that they would soon have an opportunity of t'ecovcring 
the confidence and esteem of their officers and of the Govern¬ 
ment, as the enemy were already on the field and abeut to 
advance towards them. This speech was received with; throb 
hearty cheers, and the troops vvere deJightechat the inq>h 
promise thus held out of an early active campaign, An extra 
dram and a biscuit were issued to the Eiumpeans, vvhlc^^^ 
formed tho» usual aooompaniinent of all such ceremonial occa¬ 
sions, and the parade was dismissed * 

The ardour of the men was, however, somewhat darhped 
by observing that no preparations were inado for marching, 
as they had confidently expected would be done, aixi more 
especially by the circiimstanoo of the commatKliug officer 
withdrawing himself altogether from the troop.s, and pitching 
his camp on the other side of the river at Daoudnuggur, near 
the Nawaub Meer Jaffier Khan consequence of wlricliar¬ 
rangement, he was compelled to issufUbe following re mark- 
able order on the Tth of Ma/ch Allreportu to be inade to 
Major Champion, who, when there is anything ex|;raordi- 
nary, will make bis report to tho Commander-in-Chiof.’' 
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the ri ver as a guard to the Head Quarters. These circum- 
stanees rendered the men dispontented, and several symptoms 
of insubordination speedily occurred both amongst the Euro* 
peans and Sipahis; a Havildar of Captain Gallierd’s Battalion 
was confined and sent to Oaloatta in iroits for mutiny and 
five Europeans were also sent down, who liad been some, time 
in custody for desertion and other crimes. Being appre¬ 
hensive of the conduct of the foreigners, the Major ordered the 
Erench Gonrpany Under LietilenaiU Claude Martir*e to proceed 
to the Bresidenoy; ho also issued a further dividend of tlio 
donation, equal to half of Mrhat they had already received, 
giving 20 Kupeos to each European private, and 10 to 
each Sipahi. The Native troops demurred somewhat at re¬ 
ceiving their shuro, which they were gi*veu to understand/ 
was all they were to get: one Company declined to tahe 
the amount, but two or three of their ringleaders being punish¬ 
ed and dismissed, the remainder were brought into order/^' 

On the 12th pf Marcli, the following order was issued, 
which may servo as a specimen of the style of the general 
ord-ors and the system observ^od in marching at that period 
The Army is ordered to march by the left, tho guns in 
front and rear of tho Europeans ; the front division of 
Sepoys i{^ to furnish guards to prevent the baggage from 
‘' going in front, or on the lianks; tho quarter guard with 
" its own Sepoys, is to bring up tho rear of the army, and 
" to be very carefivl in keeping the .Ij^oolies together. A 
“ Surgoon and ope Assistant is to attend them^ and see tliat 
no^rnan is admitted but what stands in need of them -; the 
“ OfScer of the rear guard is to make his report of tho num* 
"; ber of men lie brings to the new groiind.'^f 
. On the loth, the force marchedto Buxar, where they arrived 
on Uio 17th, and haUe(J,“the Major having apparently doter- 
minctl to await the attack of the enemy at this point. Arrangti- 
ments were made for the colleciion of provisions, and the groand 
in the neighbourhood of the Camp was prepared as a position 
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for the troops. A village to their front was levelled and 
an intrenchraent ordered to bo drawn op between the foi't 
and nullah, so tis to contain the troops within that space and 
the Ganges. Liehtenant Nicolls was appointed to survey 
and lay out tho line of this intrenchment, but on his 
representation, supported by that of Captain .Jennhigs, the 
plan was abandoned, owing to tho distance being much too 
groat to be defended by the force available. lutelligenco 
was now received that the enemy had thrown a ‘bridge across 
tho river at Benares, and had coinmenood crossing to the 
southern bank. The troops were most anxious to be Jed 
against them, and a favourable opportunity was odered by 
the'arrival of intelligence that the bridge had given way, 
thereby dividing their force for several days, of which only 
ono half had crossed at tho time. Major Garnae however, stood 
fast, and justified his Fabian policy to tho Council by ropre- 
senting the great scarcity of provisions and the eScellenco of 
his position at Buxar, and also the strong objections enter¬ 
tained by tho Nawaub Meer Jaffier Khan to (jlssing the 
Karnmnassa,—as he was at the time carrying ou .^«gpciafion 
with Bulwunt Singh the Rajah of Benares,—t|tat they had 
nearly arranged the terras, and the latter novv only required 
his (the Major’s) seal and signatureon the part of the Eugiislj 
to confirm the agreement. ThiS; negoejation, it may be men¬ 
tioned, was a more ruse of Bulwunt Singh to gain time and 
occupy the attention of the Nawanh and the .English. 

The Council in Calcutta were desirous of a more deci¬ 
sive system of operations, and in their lettfer dated the ISJth 
of March, they observe—“ If these advices (of the Nawaub 
“ 'Vuzier’s intended invasion) 'should prove to have founda- 
“ tion, wo think it-will be more advisable to carry the 
“ war into Sujah-oo-Dowlah's own country, than to vyait his 
" entering the province. Immediately therefore, upon shoh 
" confirmation being received, if you think you can dejiend on 
" the disposition and affection of the troops, we desire you will 
“ march the army across the Karuranassa, and proceed to act 
" against the enemy to the best advantage.”*' Tins letter 
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^wft^eceivod by the Major on tho 22nd of March, and he ac 
cordingly directed an Artillery ofhcer to proceed to the Kar- 
rumnassa and arrange for throwing a bridge across that 
stream, to facilitate the passage of the troops. He reported 
tile same day to the Council that he had clone so, and that 
as soon as he had collected a suHicient supply, of grain^ he 
would advance towards the enerhy and give battle. On the 
29rd;, be issuednan order that the arms, aoooutroments, and 
amanmition of the line‘ should be reviewed, and each man 
to have 24 rounds of ammunition, and a good spare flint.'’ 
On the following clay it was recommended to the oflicens to 
** send off all their superfluous baggage to Patna, also the 
soldiers.”^ 

These preparations and a rumour regarding the tenor of 
the Board's orders, inspired the troops with hopes that 
measures would at length bo conduotocl with vigour, as they 
now founti that their Commander was unfettered by; the 
Council,—which body they had imagined to have been the 
chief cause of the previous inactivity. Still they remained 
stationary day after day, no preparations were apparent for an 
advance, and no order of battle was given out, as was usual 
when an action was expected. On the 25th of March, a 
Soobadar of Captain McLean’s Battalion was detected in a 
daring attempt to seduce hijS Company over to the enemy; 
he jvas immediately tried by a drum head Court Martial com¬ 
posed of Native officers, found guilty, and sentenced to be 
blown away from a gun ; which was carried into effect tho 
same afternoon, in the presence of the whole force, f On 
the 9rd of April, the Major received a letter from the Ooun- 
oil, dated the 24th of March, in which they stated that 
Wo have paid due regard to tho reasons which you uf^o in 
your letter for having continued to act so long upon the 
defensive, but we must say, that they do not carry the 
same weight with usand in which they repeated their 
desire for more active measures. He now called a Council of 
War, composed of the several Commanding officers, and laying 
before them Lis inability to procure provisions, requested 
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their opinion as to the course to bo j)ursued. TluiHe oiBcers 
%vero unanimous in their dcciEion, that if proviBions could 
not be procured, it was advisable to return to Patna, where 
they were now plentiful, owing to the arrangements made by 
the Government and the supplies sent thither from all parts 
of the country; but some of the members could not refrain 
from expressing their opinion on a deficiency that .might 
with a little timely management have been avoided. Although 
the enemy was now in full march towards them., the army 
broke up their camp at Buxar on the 4tb of April, and re¬ 
treated towards Patna.'^ Lieutenant Nicolla was sent in ad’ 
Tance to Daoudnnggar to exaiiiiub the ford across the Boa no 
at that point; but the army, instead of continuiog their 
route in that direction, turned to the left and crossed the 
river at Moneah, and on the 13th, arrived at Dinapora, 
the enemy ^vero hastening upon the other route by DaoucL 
nuggur. Lieutenant Nicolis was given up for lost ; hut having 
Bucceedod in surveying the ford, apd experienced a muTow 
escape from the advance parties of the enemy^s OavaJry, he 
arrived safely in Camp several df?ys after. On the 14th of 
April the Bombay detachment reaohect Patna, when the tvvo 
European Companies joiped the Camp. 

On the 18th, the Mfljor to allay the murmurs whiolr were 
now rather openly expressed both by officers avxd niouf 
vanced again towards Laoudnuggur, with tho expressed intehi- 
tion. of inteiTupting the enemy in thoir passage of 
but unfortunately, he was somewhat too tardy in coming to 
this resolution, as the enemy had already commem^edl,cross 
ing before he started. Since he first joined thb arm y, M«j'6r 
Oa.raac had continued the injudicious system of pitoking his 
tent at some distance from the camp, under the protection 
of tho Eivropoan Troop of Cavalry and the Batta¬ 

lion, and during the retreat ftom Buxar he had always march¬ 
ed and encamped in advance. This circumstance liad not es¬ 
caped the remarks and ridicule of the troops, who expressed an 
opinion on tho subject not very flattering to his personalvcou- 
rago. These taunting expressions having xeacbg'd tho ilajor's 
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lie determiiietl to prove tliafc wbatever i^ight bo the 
motive for bis conduct, a regard for liis personal safety was 
not one, and aocorctingly he. continued the system of en¬ 
camping in front during this advance. On iVie 20th, after 
breakfast whilst engaged at cards with bis staff, an amuse- 
toent to which he appears to have been somewhat addicted, 
the alarm was given that the enemy were upon them, and 
on rushing out of the teTit, they foinni a body of about f^OO 
horse driving the troop of Cavalry before them. The Major 
and his ofdcers immodiately ran for safety to the, Sipahi Bat¬ 
talion, who hastened to get under arms,—• which the enemy 
observing, withdrew.’*^ The Major affected to make light oi 
this clrcLirnstance, but be took care to avoid exposure to a 
siniilar annoyance for the future; audit must bo confessed 
that such a complete surprise was not very creditable to him 
as a commander, it being the first intimation the English 
received that the enemy had crossed the Soane; and this, 
it should bo remembered, in a friendly province, subject to 
the Government of their ally, the Nawaub. But what ren¬ 
ders it more remarkable is, that a very large sum was monthly 
paid to the Major for secret intelligence, and to Captain 
Swinton, his A. D. 0., for the pay of an establishment of 
Hnrkarrahs, which sum formed a subsequent cause of,com¬ 
plaint by the Government, A reference to the Government 
accounts exhibits a sum of 2,460 rupees paid that very month 
for these purposes, as will be seen in, the following ab¬ 
stract:— 

April, 1764. 

To Ihr. karrabs attending th6 Commaiidev-imCbiof.., 1,100 0 0 

Tresorvt to ditto for secret intelligence, &c... 3,000 0 0, 

ajor Qaiiiae’s Table allowance for April.... 3»631 3 0 

Moouslioe and Writer for ditto..... ..-. 6 0 


Batta at 8 per cent. 


11,201 8 0 

903 6 0 


Total Its. 12,194 13 q 
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A large sum, which appears to have been cheaply earijod, 
and greatly to have exceeded (as did all bis other expenses,) 
the sums charged by Majors Adams or Munro for similar 
ptirposes. 

Major Carhac now formed a plan to punish the enemy for 
their temerity. Captain Hay was directed to beat up the qnar*' 
ters of this advance party of their camp at day-break the follow” 
ing morning, and to engage them in a skirmish, av hen lb 
goons were to retreat to a neighbouring tope of trees pointed 
out, in which an ambuscade of Sipahis was to bo ready formed; 
and as the Cavalry filed to the right and left of this tope, the 
Sipahis were to pour in a volley and advance with the bayo¬ 
net, whilst the I)ragoons turning again, were to charge; the 
flanks of the surprised and broken enemy* This arrangement 
being complete, Captain Hay proceeded theiiext morning with 
his troop, surprised and attacked the enemy, and committed coH'^ 
eidorablo slaughter amongst them; but as their numbers in¬ 
creased, he steadily lotreated to the tope as f)reviously con¬ 
certed, where, to hia surprise and dismay, not a single Sipahi 
Was to be found; and it was Avith the greatest difficulty 
and some loss that Captain Hay, aided by the exertions of 
his Subalterns, Lieutenants Eyres axid Mair, eifeoted his 
retreat to camp. The want of support in the tope, arose 
from the Major having changed his mind rogarding the plan 
the night before,—which decision was comLQunicated to the 
officer appointed to command the )Sipahis, but no intiniati^n 
was given to Cap&iii Hay.* 

On the 22ad, a Battalion of Sipahis and two field-piccos 
%yere posted to the rear of the camp, which already began to 
bo distressed for supplies; and Captain Smith’s Battalion, f 
present Sih Regt, N, LJ with a gun from the Park, exclusive 
of the two specially attached to that Corps, was ordered to 
march to Maharajgunge to escort provisions to the Army. 

On the 23rd, the enemy were approaching jn force and 
their Cavalry were hovering all round the camp, Avheh direct 
tions were given to retreat to Patna, but no order of battle was 
laid down in the event of thoir being forced to action. After 
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fossing flncl fatiguing amrch, the Army reached Patna on A. D. 
the S5th of April, whore they took up an intrenched position 
previously prepared. Captain Smidi who had been detached 
to convoy provisions, as already stated, was attacked by a largo 
body of the enemy, who hud got between the Army and Patna. 

This officer receiving timely intiiuaLion of their approach^ 
took possession of a large tank then nearly dry, and forming 
his men behind the embankments with a held-piepe at 
opposite angles, the convoy being collected within the in- 
closure, he gave the enemy so warm and unexpected a re¬ 
ception, that they were gkd to draw off as cpiickly as possi¬ 
ble, and left him to pursue his route to camp unmolested^ 
where he joined with his charge eu the night of the 23i‘d.*^ 

The position now taken up by the troops was a very judici¬ 
ous and secure one ; it had been selected by Moer Jaffier Klnin 
some time before, who remarked with regard to its strengtli 
and aclvaiitage, that God had made it for them.'^f 
,His own troops had been encamped there for some time, 
and occupied the strongest part of the line, which had been 
further secured by a low rampart and a deep ditch. His left 
rested on the Ganges, and his lino swept round the eastern 
side of the city and a great portion of the south side—the 
intrenohment being under cover from the fire of the cita¬ 
del and the bastions of the city wall the whole way. The 
English loft wing joined the Nawaub s line under the south- 
w’est bastions of the city, their strongest post being on a 
slight emiiienco at this point.; the iniretiohment was also 
carried along thejr front; the line then receded, running 
nearly parallel to the western side of the city, the right rest¬ 
ing on the Ganges, with Moor AfeoeFs garden in rear of the 
right wing. A village was levelled in front of this wing, to 
give a better view of the approach* of the enemy; but to the 
south-west angle in front of the left wing, the ground vms 
open and accessible,—^and this being the most vulnerable 
point of the line, the Europeans were concentrated there. 

Ihe enemy arrived the next day, and took up a position nearly 
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parallel to the intrencliment, at about tl)e distance of a mile. 
The Emperor Shah Allnm formed liis camp to the righv op*^ 
posucl to Moer Jaffier Khan, his tent being pitohod in Moor 
Jaffier’s garden; Moer Koasim Khan was on the left, witli his 
head'Cjuarters at Banlcypore, opposed to tlJo Eaglish right 
wing; and Shoojah-oo-Dowlah drew up hie force paralU'l to 
the south side of the city, his left opposed to tho'EugIkh left 
wing, and hie right to Meer Jaffier KJmns right wing, hie 
bofuhquarters being fixed at Lohannapore.’*^* 

It should bo observed that, in the intreDcbed position, the 
Nawiiuh'e army was thrown back and so well covered by the 
nature of the ground and the fire from the city, that it was 
only assailable in the direotion of the English line, and 
might therefore, bo considered as a reserve ; with which view 
it was furtlier strengthened by a Battalion of tlie Couipany’s 
Pipahis, distributed in Companies at intervals along the line, 
Tbo enemy's force is no where distinctly stated, but it 
appears to have amounted to upwards of <10,000, of which 
a large proportion consisted of Cavalry. The force thus 
invested, consisted of the Bengal European Ihittalion, tlie 
two Bombay European Companies, the Caviilry and Ar¬ 
tillery, and the seven Battalions of Sipahis formerly men* 
tioncd,—amounting to upwards of 0,000 Ilegular troops ; 
besides the Mogul horse, together with the Nawaub’s force, 
(miisistiug.pr 12,000 men. Within the city of Faina 
were the Bbtnbay Sipahis and Captain Morgan’s Battalion— 
making a grand total of about 19,000 men. This was tlio 
largest Army the English had ever bad in the field, and tbo 
Commatxder allowing it to be invested by a force, not siipe* 
rior to that which Major Adams bad defeated with eoinpara- 
tively limited means, was odnsidered an extraordinary cir” 
ciiinstauco and presented a novel spectacle to the native 
powers. ' 

The arrangements made in the intrenchmeat, and the sys- 
tern of doing duty, appear to have been judicious. Every 
evening at sunset one-third of eacli corps formed a pitpiet, 
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immedilately mounted the rampart and BOnt out 
triple row of double sentrie§;“the farthest about one 
dred ami yards IVoiii the ditch, and the two inner rows 
at fifty paces distant from each other. If the outward sen¬ 
tries perceived uhything which had a susi^icious appearance, 
they were ordered to fire their pieces and retire to the next 
row, and so on, until The dauso of alarm was discovered. 
At eight o'clock, the remainder of the army mounted the 
rampart, and after that not a man was allowed to quit the 
ranks, but all slept on their arms until broad day, when they 
retired to their tents. The piquets relieved the sentries every 
hour, and one of the serjeauts visited them every half hour 
between the reliefs.^* 

Ill this state the two armies remained watching each - 
other for more than a week, when Shoojah-oo-Dowlah learn¬ 
ing that Captain Wemyss’ detachment wa% approaching, sent 
a body of Cavalry to intercept their mavcii, and determined 
to attack the English before they should be joined by this 
reinforcement. Accordingly on the 3rd of M iy, the enemy 
moved towards the intrenchments soon after day-break, in 
battle array. Desultory attempts were carried on along ihb 
whole line at intervals, but the main attack was at the soutli- 
west angle of the iiUrenchrnent, and immediately to the right ‘ 
and left of that point. 

The enemy's order of battle was as follows fSoojah-oo- 
Dowlah, with a chosen body of troops, was on the right, 
supported by 8000 Eohilla horse, \inder Inayut Khan, son of 
the famous Hafiz Kehmut Khan of Bareilly. To bis immediate 
loft were the divisions of bis Minister Bohnee Behadur and 
Bajah Bulwunt Singh of Benares; and to their left, forming 
the angle of the line, w^as a body of 5000 Goseins, led 
by a noted fanatic,—all perfectly naked and covered w.Uh 
paint and ashea.f At a right angle with these, paraHcl. 
to the west face of the introncliment, Sumroo took pOvSt 
'with his Europeans and 5 Eegular Battalions of Sipaliis, 
supported by 16 pieces of cannon ; and further to the left, 
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iS ACTION TN THE ICNES AT PATNA. 

Meer Kos^iin Khan was drawn up with tlio remaiudet of 
M h.hy. force. The action commenced with a'distant^o^^^ 

nonado; Shoojah-oo-Dowiah was the first to aclvanoo, which 
he did about noon, under the cover of several buildings 
and embankments to his front, when an irregular fcsilado 
commenced on both sides, Sumroo next moved forward 
with his regular Battalions in good order; but as they ap- 
proacbed the intrenchment, they were received with so 
clovse and warm a fire, that after considerable' los<s, they 
drew off and took shelter in a hollow way about 800 yards in 
front of the intrenchment, where they remained ihactive 
the greater part of the day. The English kept tip an ocoa- 
sipnal cannonade in that direction, but the shot nearly ail 
passed over and fell at first amongst the reserve division 
under Moer Kossim Khan, who speedily retired put of thoir 
range. Several attacks were made on the English right, by 
parties of Meer Kossim Kh4n‘s force, who endeavoured to 
break through that part of the line and get into the rear 
of the intrenchinent. An advance post occupied by a com¬ 
pany of Captain Swinton’s Battalion (ike 2 >resent Bfd N, 
then commanded by Captain Wilding, was constantly and 
vigoroasly attacked; but this little detachmeirt held 
ground unflinchingly and repelled every attempt/ Captain 
Btibbert s Battalion (the present ^th N. LJ was also heavily 
assailed, and suffered severely from the enemy’s rockets, it 
being their main object to turn that flank ; this Corps was 
more or less engaged the whole day, and behaved nobly, the 
enemy being unable to make any impression upon it. In the 
mean time, Shoojah-oo-Dowkh having pushed forward the 
whole of bis division and brought up his artillery close to the 
iutrenchment, a heavy fire continued on both sides, and 
' here the aqtion raged with great vigPur for some time; but 
rso close and steady was the English fire, that he ^was un¬ 
able to make any impression, and was finally cempolled to 
withdraw with loss. Enraged at finding himself unaupported, 
ho sent a messenger to Meer Kossim Kh^ti saying,--^-'‘What 
for are you lagging behind there whilst 1 am warmly engaged 
with your enemies ? Advance as I do, and engage the 
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on your side aa I do on mine. If you cannot ad- 
yance, aendforward at least ,Samrpo,Avjth his Tpliugahs and ' ^ 
his fiekhpieces; seiul them to me that I may oppose their 
fire to the English;, and so soon as I sea them engaged^ I 
will wheel round with my .Oavalry, and taho them in 
fiank;’’^ BuiA strongly urged, Moor Kossim 

Khan’s constitutional tiinidity prevailed ; ha returned a vague 
reply, and neither advanced himself, nor sent any orders to 
Sumroo.*—’Shoojah-oo'Bowlah now directed the Goseins to at¬ 
tack the angle of the British position, which was defended by 
tfio Europeans ; and these fanatics rushed impetuously to the 
charge with wild shrieks and gestures, presenting a formida* 
hie speotaolo wdth their painted faces, flowing hair and glit'r 
teriiig weapons; but the English, xinclismayed by their sa¬ 
vage appearance, received them with a close and deadiy volley 
of musketry And grape as they closed upon the intrench- 
ment, which killed and wounded an immense number, and 
sent tho remainder howling to the rear.t This attack was 
scarcely repelled, when laayut Khan, with his Rohiilas, made 
a galiaut and impetuous charge on the same point, but,whh 
no better siiccess ; and many an empty saddle and a heap of 
slain told how unavailing was the gallantry of the Rohillas 
against the cool courage and discipline of British troops;-**- 
a foarful Jesspn which they wore doomed to experience on a 
more, exteaded scale on two subsequent occasions^ 

Shopiah-Do*^ who appears to have behaved with great 
courage and skill throughout the action, though badly support¬ 
edfor BehnecBeh ad ur and Bui want Singles divisions werp/as 
inactive as Meer Kossim Khao’s,—did not despair, notwith- 
staiidiug the repulses be had already received* About 3 o’clock, 
he advanced his, whole force to a general charge, with great 
determination; for a moment a wavering was perceptible in the 
British line,—^a part of the inttenchrnent was foiled,— son^ 
of the drummers of tlje European Batkilion were actually made 
prisoners,—but in an instant the ranks were closed, a deadly 
fire was poured into the enemy’s columns, whilst the guns 
---^ --- ^ 
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Nawaub Tazier foiled at all points, was comrjelled to draw off; 
One last and desperate effort was made by a gallaiit officar 
named Bheikh Been Mahommud; putting himself at tbo 
head of Ws own corps, he rushed gallantly upon the Bnglisix 
line, and fell in front of the bayonets of one of the Sipahi 
Battalions; when his men dismayed by his fall and severely 
galled by the fire of the Sipahis, hastily retreated*'**^- A north 
westerly wind now arose, which drove the dust in the face 
of the Yuzier's retiring troops, and the English lina was 
most anxious to advance and take advantage of it, but Major 
Carnac restrained their impetuosity. They however moved 
out of their in trench merits, and followed up their retreating 
enemy to some distance, galling them considerably with the 
•field artillery, Bay was now closing in, and >Shoojah‘’00*“ 
Bowkh sent a reproachful message to Meer Eossim Kbfin, 
desiring him to retire with his own and Sumroos troops, and 
that he would himself renew the action on the following day, 
when he hoped to find more effectual support. The whote 
force now drew off in all directions. 

Adesultory action had been goingon all this ti me on tlie Eng- 
liah right, and the enemy having been baffled in every attempt 
to penetrate tbeline, Captain Stibbert, who was the senior officer 
present, determined to act upon the offensive, and,detached 
LieutenautNicoll with two companies, to dislodge the enemy 
from an old mosque of which they had taken possession, situ¬ 
ated about f'OO yards in front of Captain Swinton s liattalion. 
This duty was effectually performed, and the detachment 
being reinforced by two other Oompatiies unrler Lieutenant 
Bavidsoii, they held the j)Ost to the last, though the enetny 
made several desperate attempts to recover it. When they 
began to retire in the evening. Captain Stibbert with his own 
Battalion, ( the Mi N. LJ md those of Ca ptains 

Swinton and Smith, {^the present and Bth Ee(/U, N, 3 \J 
which latter had formed the reserve of that wing, moved ou\i to 
pursue the enemy and to capture a battery of Artillery, which 
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only b^illoolc dranght, -was retreating very slo#f'^r a ;D. Vul 
and at the sam^ fcjme Lieutenant Nicoll with, his detaohmeiU 
jhastened to take possession of 2 other held-pieoeB which had 
been brought up against his post; but just as these twc 
parties were closing upon the enemy in high spirits, and oalr 
oulating upon the guns as already in their possession, posh 
tlv© orders were received.from M.ajor Carnac directing their 
immediate return to the intronohments; which order they 
wei’e compelled—though most un willingly—‘to obey, and the 
enemy were enablecl to withdraw to their camp without fur* 
ther loss or molestation.'^ 

Thus ended the action of the 8rd of May, 1764, which 
wEvS highly croditabk to the conduct of the troops con- 
cerned; btit it appears to be a matter of regret that the 
success obtained was not followed up with more vigour 
by the commaudiog officer, as there is every reason to 
believe that had a general advance been permitted after 
Shoojah-oo-Dowlahs final check, for which the troops were 
most impatient, the defeat would have been rendered much 
more complete, and the greater part of the enemy s artillery 
captured. As it was, little advantage was obtained by the vic'- 
tory. The loss of the British force was not very great, but the 
exact amount is nowhere stated Two officers. Captain John 
NoIIikine and Ijientenant Thomas Gardiner, were severely 
wonnded, the latter having both legs broken. The loss of the 
enemy must have been very heavy ; but that also is merely 
stated in general terms. Major Carnac, in his report to the 
Council dated the 4th of May, observes, all the prihcipal 
Officers distinguished themselves in their respective sta¬ 
tions, and I cannot say too much of the good bobaviour of 
the army in general and in particular of the Sipahis, who 
sustained the front of the attack/ f 
The Oouncil in their reply dated the 14th of the same 
mouth, stated, that it is with real satisfaction we have re** 


• CivracoioU, vol. pp. 0>lp. 

o cbicfly clorived from CaTaccioli, vols. 1, 

■V. •Wuiiam§..^Xh6 Second Eeport, and tbo Seir MutoJUierin, vol. 2. 
jt 01 Major Carnac s ofRciaJ report of llio action vide Appendix V. 






AimVAh or IVfJlNFOBCEMENTS* [ci 

cuived advice of your suocess : tbatfiO severe* a repulse given 
to the enemy intheiriirst attempt^ weshouldhojie nmy bo 
tended with the most ffivourable consequences to our cause; 
and that being e^ctremely sen,sib}e of the share which may be> 
atU'ibuted to your good conduct in ibis essential service^ 
'' we beg leave to return you our best aoknowledgments: 
‘%that it gives us pleasure to observe on this occasion, 
such a general persevorauco and order prevailed among 
‘‘ the troops, particuiarly among the Sipahis; and we desire 
that YOU will return our best thanks to all the officers and 
men /'or their bravery and good behaviour, 

Hut notwithstanding the gallant conduct of the troops, the 
j>roof that they bad aJEForded of their siipehority over the 
enemy, and the expectations of the Council as expressed in 
their letter above quoted, no attempt was made to take ad-, 
vantage of the viotm 7 recently obtained,—both sidevS remaim 
ing in the same positions, watching each other. On the 9th 
of May, the detatohment under Captain Wemyss, which had 
crossed the Ganges to avoid any interruption from Shoojah- 
oo-Dowlahs Cavahy, arrived opposite to Patna, daptain 
Wenyss was directed to join the force with the Marines, 
for which T>arpoae boats were sent apross for him ; but 
the remainder of the detachment, consisting of the Gom^ 
paay of Europeans now commanded by Oapfcam H, S, Mai.^ 
gen, the Pioneers under Captain DuGloss, and Captain 
Goddard's Battalion of Sipahis, jjresmi Idih Re^t, 
iV. were ordered to proceed under Captain Mangen, 
as the senior officer, and attack a body of insurgents in the 
Sarnn distriot, collected by some of the refractory zemindars 
of that province. This duty was performed with complete 
success, by which the district was once more brought into 
subjection to the Nawaub. When ibis was effected, the 
detachment joined the army at Patna-t Although neither 
side seemed inclined to attack, a number of skirmishes 
occurred from time to time, attended with little results. On 
the I3thorI4th of the month, a detachment consisting of 
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EuTopeailSJ ami Captaio Smillrs Battalion of Sipaliu% a. 
v^as sent to the cast side of the camp, with a view of shr- 
prising a party of the enemy. In passing under the oity 
walls; this party was fiix'd u by some mistake, when tho 
Earopeans; who were chiefly foreigners, went irnmodiately to 
tho right about and returned to oarnp, either from the efiectb 
of panic, oh a6 the Major suspected, from designi thoug^h 
the object was not very apparent. The Sipahis, however, 
continued their march and proceeded to the appointed spdt, 
where no tmemy was to bo found.On another occasion. 
Major CarnaCy with several of his officers, were ireconnoitering 
the enemy’s position, attended only by a Company of 
Sipahis, when they foil in with the Nawaub Vuisier, sirnilarly 
cm ploy ei], also‘guarded by a Aveak esooxt. A skirrhish im- 
sued, avhen the Major directing his men to keep the enemy 
at bay, sent into the camp for a x'cinforcement, which speedily 
appeared, upon which Shoajah oo-Dowlah was compelled 
to rty for his life. In tho mean time, some of his esooxt 
had preceded him to the camp and spread a report th^t he 
had been surrounded and captured, Avhich created a general 
confusion and alarm. x4.s the English did not attempt any 
pursuit, he soon relaxed tho speed of his flight, and col¬ 
lecting his escort, retreated more steadily towards his camp, 
where he was met by Meer Koasim Klu5in, hastening to,his 
support with a body of troops.t 
Major Catmc justified h line of operations to 

the Gouncil, by the foUowix)g arguments^'^-that he was in 
cionstant expectation of a fresh attack from the enemy, which 
he considered it more advisable to receive than to give, 
more p^irticularly as hO was convinced that it was tho enemy's 
intention to diEw him after thorn, that they might have an 
opportunity of detaching a party to carry off the Nawaub, 
whom he iookeclupon as dependent on himself for prctection, 
—which by retaining hi.s position, he was the better able to 
afford : tluit by remaining in the intrenchoient, he was enabled 
to restrain the Sipahis, whereas wheii permitted to advance, 
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they constantly pressed forward without order or rfeg 

it impossible to prevent, as be bad found in several 
skirmishes that bad taken place ; and finally, he. expressed 
his want of confidence in a portion of the Earopeanv^, ground¬ 
ed on the nusconduct of the party sent out with Captain 
Smith, as already mentioned* Such were the reasons a!?.sigh- 
ed for allowing t;h6 most powerful force the English had 6ver 
collected in the field, to be ooopod up and invesicd for more 
thaua monthj by a native army inferior to that which his pre¬ 
decessor in command had defeated with half bis nurriibers on 
the plains of Gberriah, or to that which Major Munro subsse- 
quently destroyed with an inferior force ar/Buxar. The ap¬ 
proach of the rains, however, had the effect of compelling the 
enemy to retreat, a measure which Major Camao preferred 
leaving to the elements, rather than to his OWn exertions. On 
the ffOth of May, the enemy were observed to bo in motion, 
bending their march towards their own left. When it was 
ascertained that they were actually in full retreat, tlfe Major 
ordered the drums to beat to arms; but instead of a gehetal 
puxmdfc, he merely detached Captain with the Euro¬ 

pean Grenadiers and 4 Companies of Girenadier Sipahis, to 
harass their rear, which was found to be too well protected 
to admit of any impression being made; and after the in- 
eff^ctUTl interchange of a few shots, the detachnient return¬ 
ed to the intrenchrnent.^ Shoojah-oo-DowJah continued his 
march witnout further molestation by way, (ff Monemh^^^t^^ 
Bnxar, where he took up a position on favourabie ground 
for the rainy season. 

During the period between the action of the Bd of May, 
and the retreat of the enemy, several overtures were made 
towards an aooommodatioxi by some of the leadiug xnen in the 
Vuzier’s Camp, though none directly by Slioojah-oo-Dow!ah 
himself. The Emperor, however, wrote to Major Carnae, 
and expressed his desire for peace and his i^eadlness tohidjust 
a treaty, and further requfisted that Captain Swinton, whoxn 
he hxid known when in’evioualy at Pain^ and .who was ao- 
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tied with tho Persian langnage, might be sent to him to a. ;r). 17(^1 
arrange the terms. To tliis request the Major replied 
if an‘officer of rank was sent as a hostage during Gaptaja 
Bwinton’s’ab 8 onc 0 ;U.mt geutlornan ^ya3 ready to undertake the 
duty ; but at the aame time, it was clearly explained that no 
terms Vould moment be listened to^ until as a.prelimi- 
nar}r tnoasin" 0 /^^^''^^^^ 'Kossim Khan and Sumroo were given up 
.to 'the Erigli^ih; This demand put a complete bar to any fuc* 

4het proceed-ingsS, and the correspondence ceased ontirely. 

Whijsl the army had beeh Bubjected to the , annoyance of 
being thus odoped up within their Unes, an arrangement bad. 
been made hy Government for numbering the several Native 
Oorps. When the earlier Bottafions had been formed, th^y 
had received numbers vvith reference to the date of their 
organization, which extended as far as tlm 7th Battalion 
raised, which ‘ Maiitkem* During the end of 1762 

and the beginning of 1763, so ipauy Corps had been created 
almost simultaneously, several of which were intended origi- 
nally for local purposos,—whilst three of the .older Regimerits 
(the 2d, 3d, and had been destroyed, that all order as. 
to Lheiivseveral nuiiibers or relative seniority was lost, 
each Battalion were designated by the name of its Com- 
mandiog Officer, and toc'k precedenco aoQording, to his , 
Commission. As this system was found to be productive of 
inuch inconvenience and confusion, Government decii^led upon 
assigmng peT^anent numbers several Battaiious, then • ' 

amounting to ei|:ld.een, wl^^^^ wefe fixed with roference to the 
seniority of their several Oommanding OfficervS, at tbo time the 
regulation came into^ This order was issued by the 

Board in the month qf April 1764, and was carried iutp effect 
in iho Tnontltqf May*^ 

The folio wing atfiterpent will sliow the numbers assigned 
to the several Corps, with the date of their formation, the 
name and rank of their several Commanding Officers, their 
localities at the time, and the numbers tliey retain at pre*' 
sent :— 


VVilliaius, fp, ft-7. 


K. 3 








. ? 

1 « 

S 9>s 1 

■. 

Nams of Commcmdirig 
Officers. 

Bate of 
Cornmssions. 

Stations. 

■| 

'S' 

(3 

Present Nurtibers. 

No. 1 

. . . ■■ --- 

May 1, I’JSr 

April 0, ,, i 

Patna . .. 

i7ea 

9th Pcgiment N. L 

2nd Grenadiers. f 



1762 

3 

Htigh Grant. . 

Oot 12. 1761 

On the march to Patna... 

1758 

5tb Begiment N. I. 

jk 

T5 A »-vAi(*-4* V\/v 1 • 

Dee. 20, 1762 _ 
June 2&, 1783 ' 

Kaimahal 

1763 

6th Begiment N. f. 

7tb Begiment N. L 

* 

^ 5 

Thomas Witchcott....... 

Burdwaa ... 

1763 

H 

John TreYannion'. ... 

Sept. 34, „ 

Patna ........................ 

1763 

ICth Beginient N. I. 

7 

T,ci«ri«5 Rrrtron __ 

Oct. 9, „ 

Cbittagoug .. 

1763 

Reduced in 1786- 

8 

0 

XA/itli«STV> 

Oot 10, „ 

Oct. 11, „ 

Patna .. 

1763 

8th Begiment N. I. 

1st Begiment N- I. 

Primrose Galiiez..,. .. 

Patna ........................ 

1757 

10 

Gilbert Ironside... . 

Oct. Iff, „ 

Oalcntta e»i 

1763 

lith Begiment N. I. 
r Incorporated with the ]4ih 

11 

James Morgan.. 

Oct 16, ,, 

Patna .* ............ 

1764 

} and i6th Eegiments in 
t 1796. 

12 

John White ... 

Oct 15, „ 

Monghier.. 

1763 

12th Begiment N. I. 

13 

Arehibaid Swinton...... 

Oct 18, ,i 

Patna ........................ 

1763 

_Srd Begiment N. I. 

U 

Samued Hampton............. ... 

Oct. 20, „ 


1763 

1764 

4tli Begt. N-1. 

Disbandedin 17B4. 

10 

16 

IT 

18 

,T/\V*r» SfrthliiC! . - .. . 

pet 38, -1 

Oct. 23, „ 

Patna ...................... 

JanV'^ ittct*--... 

Midnapore ................. 

1764 - 

Utb Begt. N. L 


Oet. 24, „ 

April 16, 1764 

Sarun 

1TC4 

I3tb Begt. N. I, 
ilotli Begt K. 1. 

Ales^ander Bow................... 

jMoorshedahad . * 

1764 
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numbers thus assigned remained unchanged until the a, D. 1764. 
year 1775. 

It will bo observed ia the above statement that Captain 
Stibbert, though apparently promoted to a Company after 
Captain MacLeaa, took precedence of him; it may therefore 
be inferred either that the date assigned for his commission 
is erroneous, or that Captain^ MaoLean had forfeited rank by 
a visit to Europe, which was then not unusual, or else, which 
appears very probable, that Captain Qtibbert held a Brevet 
Majority which gave him the precedence, for he is often 
spoken of a Major previous to his obtaining the rank regi« 
mentally, which event took place on the 22nd May 1764. 

On the retreat of Shoojah-oo-Dowlah, a detachment was 
ordered on the 1st of June to cross the Ganges, and marching 
through the Sarun district, to lay waste the province of Gha* 
zeepore, belonging to Rajah Btvlwunt Singhv The force which 
was placed under the command of Major Champion, consist¬ 
ed of the Company of Roya^ Marines, the European Grena¬ 
diers, and the (Uh and 9th Battalions of Sipahis, lt/iL>j?resen^ 

10fJt and 1st Regiments] commanded by Captains Trovarinion 
and Ahmuty,—Captain Galliez being either sick or absent on 
leave, ^or other duty. They immediately marched to the 
English Factory, where tli,ey were joined by a detail of Artillery, 
with eight guns, 0 and S pounders, four attached to each of 
the Sipahl Battalions.:* On the 2nd, they crossed the river 
and commenced their march through the district of Sarun, 
which they reduced to complete subjection, until they finally 
reached the banks of the Gograh. Here they were joined by 
the 15th or Oaptain Stables Battalion, (the Mathews, J which 
had been sent from Patna on the 17th of June, to reinforce 
ihern;—when the rainy season jiaving set in, they were nU conh* 
pelled to go iat,o quarters: they accordingly retraced their 
steps, and the Marines and Captain Galliez’s Battalion (the 
presenl \H Regt. N. LJ baited at Manjee, where the former 
occnpiocl the fort and the latter the town; whilst Captains 
Trevaniiion and Stables* Battalions (the present lOth Regt* 
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MAJOU CARKAC ITHGED TO THE OFFENSIVE, [CHl 


r, and ike MattheivsJ went on to Cbapprah,, where 
they were cantoned for the season, and the Grenadiers cuntinued 
tUeir route and joined the Head Quarters of the army establish¬ 
ed at Bankvpore,—Major Oaraao having proceeded no farther 
from Patnd than that place.* 

In vain had the Coimcil ondeavoured to Stimulate him to 
more active measures:—to all their injunctions to puTsue the 
enemy, ho opposed his old argiunenls of a want of dependence 
on the troops, the approach of the rains, the circumstance of the 
force being so much weakened by the absence of Major Cham¬ 
pion s detachment, and fimdly, bis desire to, wait until ra- 
inforced by the Battalions of Cuptains Grant tind Qan:ipbell> 
\vhit 5 h were shortly expected, and tho" Oompany of European, 
Volunteers, which had a second time been^ embodied at the 
Presidency, [whither they had returned at the close of Major 
Adams’ campaign,] and were now on their way wiU:i a fleeii. 
of military stores to resume their old duty of keeping the 
river and guarding the boats of the force, luider the com- 
inand of Captain WedderbnrjU-t On the 10th of dune>, the 
Board wrote as follows As we are determined to prose- 
cute the war against Siijah-Dowbih, and are of ppinion 
that,the ruins will not be any impediment to the opera- 
tioiis but outlie contrary, wdth i^egard to the recoiving' 
provisions and stores, rather a convenience from the ad- 
vantage of the rivers. We hereby directyou do immediately 
put the irrmy in motion, leaving the necessary.,garrisons in 
Patna and Monghier, and cross the Soan, and pursue the 
enemy as far as tbo Ganges opposite tp Banarass, endea- 
vouriug, if possible, to bring them to an action/'^ Agairj> 
onthelftli of the same month they writeWe think it 
absolutely necessary to proceed against Sujah-aM)owlah, 
‘‘ without loss of time, nor stop until we have convinced him 
that we are capable of acting ofFensiyely as well, as defen- 
.sivelv, otherwise we shall, without doubt, be liable to, have 
the province invaded whenever ibo state of affairs in his 
own country will admit of his turning his thoughts this 
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We ttiuat, therefore (with the exception hereafter A* 


mentioned,) repeat our orders of the 11th instant, for 
the army’s crossing the Soan without delay ; and we havei 
great reason to helievo that the plan therein laid down, 
will be rendered more effectual by the attacks which it 
is probahte' Sujuh-al-Dowlah will receive from Gazy- 
Odeen Khawn, the Jaitts and Marattas, who are actually 
on their march to invade his country. 

“ Wo al ways have been of opinion that the force under yorir 
command is quite sulficient to act offensively against Sujah- 
Dowlahy and yourself wa.s of the same opinion some 
time after the mutiny, before you was joined by Cap¬ 
tain Wemysse’s detachment. We must also here repeat 
our sentiments, . that a spirit of mutiny is much more 
likely to break oat in an army acting upon a defen¬ 
sive, than an offensive plan. However, as you mentioh 
that the prlncipai dfBoers have al! along agreed with you 
in the expediency of acting defensively, we desire that yon 
will now communicate our orders of the 1 Uh of .Tune and 
this letter to the other field officers, the couimandants of 
the King’s troops, of the Bombay detachment, and of the 
Artillery, and the three senior c,uptains, which, vfith your 
own, is in all nine voices, and let them give their opinions 
in writing separately, whether they think our plan praoti- 
cahleWith the force at present under your command; if 
not, what addition of troops will' bo requisite that we may 
reinforce you accordingly. It is requisite for the reasons 
abbve mentioned, to act upon the offensive. 

lliese opinions, after taking a copy, you will please to 
iranraiit immediately to us; and if two-thirds of your 
opinions should conour that the present force is insufficient 
for exeouting the plan propoised, we would not have the 
army advance further than the banks of the Soan, until 
the reinforcemeht arrive ; .and we desire you will, in such 
case, caution Major Champion not to advance so far as to 
be compelled to engage with a force too superior to his 

o^Yn.”•^ , 4 . 


jxano. 
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MA^rOXl CAUNAC DrsMI{$SEI>. 

(3n teceipt of ihis letter, Majors Stibbert, Spelman, atid 
Pemble, Captains Jennings, MacLean, and three other officers, 
^vere summoned to a council of war, and after a long dis¬ 
cussion, order^^ were issued for the troops to prepare for a 
march. 

In the mean time, despatches were received frdm England, 
containing the dismission of Major Oarnac front the Com¬ 
pany’s service, owing to his conduct in opposing Mr. Vansit- 
tart during the previous year ; he accordingly left the camp 
for Calcutta, on the 28th June, the Nawaub Moer Jaffler Kh^n 
having started the previous day. The command of the army 
devolved upon Major Champion, thou at Cbupprah, and the 
subordinate command of the detachment at Patna upon Major 
Pemble. The rains having now fairly set in, and the arrival 
of Major Monro, who had been appointed , tp thO command 
of tho army, being shortly expected, the order for marching 
was countermanded ou the Snd of July.’'^ 

Tluis ended the campaign of Major Carnao, and though 
marked by no positive disaster, there are few military ope¬ 
rations on record iu the annals of Indian military history, that 
reflect less credit upon the CommandingOiiicer ; andhis mili¬ 
tary character would have been sufficiently stamped by this 
campaign, had it not been far more seriously and painfully 
displayed by his subsequent ooudact on the Bombay side, 
where his name is for ever associated with tho; disgraceful 
capitulation of Worgaum. 

In the mean time, brighter prospects had began to dawn 
upon the army, consequent on the arrival of Major Hector 
Munro to assume the command. This officer was a Major 
in II. M’s 89th Regiment at Bombay, and was on the point of 
embarkation for England from that presideticy with the 
remnant of his Corps, tho officers and men of which, as in the 
case of all the other Royal Regiments in India, had been per¬ 
mitted to enter the Company s service, of which perraission 
a large majority had availed themselves, when iulelligence was 
received from Bengal of tho death of Major Adams, and fclia 
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r6n of Eohar by the joint forces of tho EmpeTor, Nawaub A. p. MU 


Vuzier and Meer E^ossim Khan, conpled with a request from 
the Ooancil of Fort William, that Major Munro might be sent 
round to assume the command of the army’in Bengal, Avith as 
many troops as could be spared. He accordingly changed his 
destination, and taking with him the remnant of his own and 
H. M/s OGth Regiment, amounting altogether to less thaiA 
100 men, he arrived in Calcutta in the end of May. Hero 
ho remamed a short time to make himself acquainted 
with the state of ajffiurs, the views of tho Oovernmeht, and 
the resources of the country ; when having had an in<^ 
terviow with Major Oarnao, and paid a visit to the Nawauh 
Meer Jaflier .Khan, he proceeded to join his command at 
Patna, where he arrived on the 13 th of August.^'^ The force 
which had been increased by the arrival of Captains Grant 
and CampbeU’s Battalions jpresenl bih and ^ih Megi- 
menu AMJ, was distributed in oaruonments in the Behar anil 
Sarun districts. The main body of the array was at Banky- 
pore, a strong garrison was in the city of Patna, and a 
detachment at Fatwah ; two Battalions had been ymshed on to 
Moneah and two more were at Dinapore. In the SarGn district, 
the Marines had been withdrawn from Manjee,— which was 
occupied by Captain Galliezs Battalion alone, —and had 
moved into temporary barracks, which had been prepared 
for them at Chiipprah r at which place were also stationed 
the BattaliGns of Captains Trovaunion atul Stables 

IMh Begt. M. L, and the MalthewsJ, Captain 
White with his Battalion (the j^reseni \%th lUgt. N,1.J 
was still at Mongheer. Another Battalion, nunxbered the 
19tb, was ordered to bo raised in Calcutta by the Town 
Major, the comnnmd of which, when completed, was given 
to Captain Douglas HilLf This Battalion is no longer in 
existence, having been disbanded ‘or mutiny in 1781.. 

On the 11th of August, Major Munro inspected the troops 
nt Bankypore, after which he issued the following order 

A regular discipline and strict obedience to orders is tho 


♦ CwaccioU, vol :3, p. 4.f>. f WiUuims, p. 60. 





[c 


AugUi}t. 


MAJOR MiyNRO’B REGULATIONS- 


olily superiority ISuK^ possess in this country over 
the natives, and, therefore oannot be too much attended 
to. It is most earnestly recommended by Major Munro 
V to the iroopS; to subuiii to it with readiness and cheerM'• 
*^ ness, wliich Avill always enable them to be vidtorions itx the 
•"V brave and gallant manner they hitherto have been, and 
will not only rodound to tbeir own reputation, but will ho 
^Vthe greatest satisfactipn and honour they can confer oyi 
any officer who has the honour to command them/’'^ 'rhis 
was followed by a long and welhdig'ested code of ordens on 
all the leading points of military duty, many essentials (if 
which had been relaxed for some time past, The constant 
and due attention of the officers to all the rletails of their 
profession was strongly enforced. They wore urgently rer 
quested to make thomselvos acquainted with them, and' fur¬ 
ther, to provide themselVes with a copy of the • Duke o 
vCffimberland’s code of .standing orders, then in force? iu the 
Boyal army, of which a supply was available in the Brigade 
office, brought up expressly for theii:;guidance by thfi Mlajoiv 
They were also directed to insert all orders issued, in a book 
to be kept for the purpose by each officer, and to set an ex¬ 
ample to the men by an acquaintance with their duty, and 
a clieerftil obedience to all orders, A concise system of 
rj 7 aiiceuvres was also laid down, suitable to the service on 
which ihey wore employed; and the several Cbmmaruling 
Officers were directed to put them in practice with their 
Battalions every day when the weather would permit ; the 
manoeuvres practiced at the several cantonments on each 
field day were to he reported to the ,Commander^iri-Chi©^V 
The articles of war were also to be read at dbe head of each 
Corps at least once a fortnight,f 

Major Munro'did not content himself with issuing these 
fegulaiions, but he also took care to see that tliey were 
obeyed; and by a line of conduct at once firm and 
conciliating, he gradually brought the army into a state 


of order and discipline. As regarded the Europeai; 

m,: 

ho 

ex- 
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ced but little clifficttlty j: but with rospeefc to tbo Sipabis., A/ o. 


liQ luct wuh many serious obstacles; their feelings of discou- 
teut hjid beeir soothed and smothoredv but neither removed 
nor crushed ; arivl although ihe majority of the European 
officers attaohod to the Native portion Vof the force, appeat 
to have been men of conduct and ability, their numbers were 
too Huiited to ensure an intimate, connection with, or a suffi¬ 
cient check over the men. The position and rights of this 
briujcli of the array bach also for some tirue been upon a very 
indelinite footing, subject rather ijfco thC; caprice of the Com¬ 
manding officer, than ri.^gnlttted by any fixed system. Murinurs 
began to aidse in’different quarters upon the introcluction of 
the new and stricter regulations, and Major Munro deter¬ 
mined to check these symptoms of msubordination with 
a strong hand, arid to make a niarked example of the .first 
offenders who should give him the opportunity. B<‘ hdwv 
ever considered it advisable to give thorn due warning, and 
to remove one cause of annoyance by move clearly defining 
their positidn, and the light in which they were' U> be 
regarded. With this vieiv, on tho .24th of .August, ho issued 
♦Ue following order :— 

'^From. the late behaviour of some of the seapoys, it be- 
comes necessary to have the following orders read and 
explained to all the seapoys of the army, at Uieir different 
cantonments, in the presence of their officers. 

It is Major Manfd's .firni resolution to treat tlio seapoys^ 
in every respoot as soldiers, to give them all their just 
'' rigljts when tfiey behove well, and their just punishment 
wlien they beliaye fcabdolonsly. 

Although the donation money >Yas an imlulgcnce that 
none liad a right to a$k, it has been dividod according to 
the appointment and approbation of tho Nabob who gave 
it, and thcrofore cannot admit of new alterations. 

“ Major Munro is sorry he gave it at all, as tbe licem 
tious, mercenary and unsoldier-iike behaviour of the 
troops of which the army w^as then composed, in respeo;. 
to that donation, will be a reason why no such indulgent ': 
will ever be penniUed again to thein, or any amiy in India. 

L 2 
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The poapoys. as well in cantonments or quarters as ^ m 
the field, shall always be on tho samo footing as the other 
^Vsoldiers; that is, when the Eampoans have full ox 
** batta, the seapoys shall the same: and when they 
think themselves aggrieved, they are to apply to their 
officers in a decent and obedient manner, w’hich will be 
the f^hrest way of obtaining xvhat they desire. 

'‘ The Major hopes that in iuture, be shall have reason to 
praise and thank instead of reproving and punishing lliem ; 
■' and as tho season approaches for rnaking towards the 
“ enemy, the whole, army avo to hold themsolves in readinesfi 
“ to take the field 

Such were the .■measures employed by Major 
restore the .disoiplino of the army, whichf if not to be effected 
by reason;, ho was prepared to enforce by sevexdty. 

A mutinous spiiit ^once engendered in an army is only 
ito be sappresstul by a s hand and the unflinching eshi" 
bition of a inaxked e:camplo.' The orders and professipns of 
Major Munro had but, little effect in quilling the seditious 
feeling then pervading the greater portion of the native force, 
which previous impunity and conciliation had only served to 
foster. The two Battalions stationed at Moneab, were for a 
short; time in a state, of actual mutiny, but were speedily 
brought; back to' a sense of their duty by tlm influence of 
their officers; several other outbreaks; oociu’red at the other 
stations, but none sufficiently marked or tangible to enable 
the Major to make siioh a,n example of them as he desired. 
At length, on the 8ih of Septembexv a .mutiny of a tnore 
serious nature occurred in the 9th or Captaih Galliez’s Bat* 
taiion (now the Is^ Iie0. JSF, /.)y the oldest corps in the service, 
then stationed alManjee. Instigated by some of their native 
officers, they assembled on parade, and declared tbeir inten¬ 
tion of serving no longer, as tbevprcmises made to them, had 
been broken; they however retaiiied their arms and' ao- 
coutxemonts, and irnprisonod Oaptain Abm^fy the other 
European officers and serjeants of the Battalion-; but they 
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appear to have oflfered them any insnlt or other A D* im, 
aDnoyanco j, ancron tlie following clay/ they released the 
and permitted them to proceed to Ohupprabj the nearest 
Blaxion* ' ' ■ '■ , 

This violent and insubordinate proceeding appears rather 
to have resembled the ebullition of temper displayed by 
spoiled children/ than any concerted plan of nuitiny;--^ 
what the promises which they alleged to have beeiOiroken/ 
may have been/are not elearly stated ; but probably they allud¬ 
ed to tbedpnation moiiiey of which they did not think, they had 
received the full arnotmfci No intention to cl^sert-or. join the 
enemy was aianirested/iuid they remained quietly e.ncamped at 
Manjee, without any apparent definite object, - 

On the arrival of the officers at Ohupprah, an express 
was immediately sent off to Major M^unro; and Captain 
Wemyss^ who was in conimand at that station, marched 
at once to Manjee, with the Marinesf' abd tho Oth or 
Gaptain Trevamiion's Battalion N, Z), 

the latter officer expressing his full reliance bn the fide¬ 
lity of his men. After twd days fatiguing march, the 
whole country being under water, this detaohmbnt reached 
Manjee at daybreak bn the morning of the 11 th. Here they 
found the mutineers bivoiidcked iti a mangoe tope, which, 
owing to the heavy rain.s that had fallen, was completely sur* 
rounded by water. Captain Wemyss.drew up Im detachmtmfi 
facing them, and the mutineers being taken by surprise, 
and probabiy without any recognized leader, losit their self* 
possesBion, and after a shore parley,: agreed to surrender ' 

Kufis were innuediately constructodi and the wholo Battalion 
were . made prisoners, deprived of their arms, and marched fb 
Chirpprah, wdi(n .'0 they 'amved on the morning of the 13ili. 

Major MjmrOj Who^ on receiving intelligence-of th^ 
had immecliately , hastened from BankypoVo to Chiipprah, 
taking with him- the,Grenadiers of the European Battalion, 
was aw.aiting tlmir approach. Having received a communi¬ 
cation from Captain Wemyss, stating when he expected to 
arrive, the Major was on the parade with the Europeans, the . ‘ 
AriiUery, apd the 1 5,th or Captain Stables’ BaUalp;'n, 
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up ready to rec'elve tluvoi/ ■ He 
ordered Captain Abrunty to pick out 50 of iJlo ringlead 
and from these ho again selected ^4, 
to ’be tried at once by a Drum-head OoOrt JVlartiul> oomppaed 
of native otBoers of OapUiins Trevauniort arid Stables’ Bat- 
taiions. - ’Bo addres^sed th.o meinbers of tbi« Court M 
explmh’ing to them the heiaous nauire of tbb ojfltbnoe commit 
ted/and the consequences of such coiMuot, as'regarded 
\vhole seiT Tlie result of their decision is to be fonn^^ 
the followihg'Bpneral Order of the I dth of SOptend;/ot.dT^^d 
a C^e Cpurt Martifibhoid at the cantonments; near 
Cluipporah, on t'yventy-fonr vseapoys of OaptPivn 
battalion of scapoys, cofafincd for bei^n^^ 
mildriy and desertio the Coin*t having duly weigh^^ 

‘- crime alledged against them, found tliem guilty of the first 


y and third and fifth section of thb 

“''' articles of “wav : and, therefore,, seiiteneed to be put to 
dtuitb, by being blown away from the NvUicb sentence 

Is approved by tHo Goipmauclerdn-Oineh and is to be put 

Major receiving the verdict of tlm Court, irp- 

iimdiutely ordered 4 of the prisoners to be, tk*d to tlie 4 
;siX“pDiinders, when i Grenadiers: of thC' party HiUJicaliat^^ 

;* stopped forward and represented that as they had alwvaya 
omupied the post of honCr in the fieidy they clainied the 
usual priority and right of place on this occasion, The 
Major complied with their request, thCDattalion^^b^^ 
uittied,,/ami the gailaut but nasguideci Greivadiers bocuipm 
their places; at a signal from the Oommiinder , were 
launched into eternity and the fragments of theh^ 
soatterod over the plain. 

A thrill of horror ran through all ranks ; a imirhiur arose 
amongst the wdiolc.of tlio Sipahis, Und Captain Wiliiarius who 
was present, states that there was not a dry bye amongst the 
Europeans, although they had long been aooustomecl to hard 
service and fearful spectacles ; hnd amongst the Marinesy were 
two men who had actually been on tlie Bring party at the 
execiUion of Admiral Byiig, in the year \7j7y The officers 
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' eoJHttraiiding tlie Sipalii Battalions then came forward and a. n, tw 

^ i S^JpCf&KVOCV. 

veprciseuted that their men avoulu not suffer tho executjon tp 
proceed at))’further ; but Major Munro, a man of remark¬ 
ably huraano and considerate disposition, which qualities lie 
evinced througbont/the campaign, felt that ho had a high 
and sacred duty to perform,, on vvhich tho well being of 
whole army and the very Ooverninent depended *' stiding 
bis own feelings, he detemined to proceed in liis duty at 
all hazards; he dircetod the officers of the Artlllertr to load ; 

the guns with grape, find drawing np the Miirinea on oho , ;• 

side; and the' European .Grenadiers on, tho other, ho dismiss¬ 
ed tho officers to the heads of their Battalions, and ihen 
gave the order lor the whole of the Sipahjs to ground their , iji^ 
arais;-^-at the same time directing tho, Europeang uihd Artil¬ 
lery to fire upon any who refusod to obey. This display of 
resohition and firmness had its duo effecttho BatUtUons , 
his.tinctively qheyed the word of command, and the Major 
moving them a short distauo'o from their arms, placjed the 
Eitropeahs; and guns in the interval, and then ordered tho 
execution to proceed, when 16 more of the partyWere, in 
like manner, blown away; the whole of them inarching 
boldly up to the Instrament of their exeouti'bn and awaifiug ■ 
tho fatal signal with linu and unraovod couiitemuiqeBt The 
remaiiiiug 4, werp sent to Moneah and there executed in a 
similar manner in the 'presenee of tlio two Battalions tiiat 
, had recoiitly evinced a mutinous disposition,;: and on tlio 
reliirn of the Majbr to Bankypoi'e on the ISth, be: cansod ^ 

6 Sipaliis of other Dorps, who: had been also convicted of 
mutiny, tO' be blo,wn away frogi the guns at tbat station, 
in the presence of the assembled troo,p3. This wholesome 
and wolbtinied display of resolution and severity, eflbctuaJly 
and oo,rnpletely‘eiippressed the spirit of insubordination that 
had been eo long existing in the native army.* 

Oaptain Galliez' Battalion was weeded of the turbulent 
characters, and tbeir places filled by drafts from other Corps, 


Tlib iiBCGunt of lltc inuti.uy execution xa eouipilecV, fro.m Major Mmiro’S ' 
eviilonoe us given in tbe First B'iiport Jr~C'fti’uCC*oii, vol 2 ;-— tht? Seir MutaWieiin, 
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THE FOBCE ORDEEBJ? TO AnyANCE. 


when the Eegiment was ordered hifco PafcnayaTid tbo corti- 
round once niore devol\n^d iipon Captain Gtilfe 

Subordination and discnpline being ths 

force, the Mujdt now turned his whclo att«^;htion to making pro* 
parationa lor the apprdaolung canripaign, l Provisions wero 
laid Jn, and boats lapd cattle procured qntirters, 

tlie former being placed under the command of Captain 
Wedderlnivn, who had joined with dds oonipany of Vohra- 
teers and n supply of military stores from Calcutta. The 
Native BattalioUsS were 'dualized and conupleted to tlunr bomv 
plemcnts, and the ruins bedng nearly the cGuntry 

passable trodp»» Major Monro issued the welcome order 
to advance towards tbo enemy on the dth of October. 

Ho oonsidQred djat a well equipped for#, 

in its disoipline, and capable of rapid movomentd#^ fat pro- 
fcnthle to a hrrger' numerical army^ whose moveni^ 

|kW to be cramped by^ the necessity for a largo 
ment of baggage, stores, and cattlo, and wbbsa effiGiency in 
all respects cotdd not be depended upon; He also thought 
ft very probable that Slmoj,ah-oo*D 6 'wlahv:who^^^ not alto- 
gotber wax>tvag in: military ability and enterprizoy and who 
had competent advisers about himy might a'^ail himself bf 
the great advantage be possessed in a large forco of Cavalry^ 
and w!)en Major Munro. advanced towards ib.e Karumnassa, 
turn with bis whole or a portion of bis army, arid by forced 
marches gain tho Province of Behai% Under theee.cimim 
Btanees t-lie. Mhjor r'esplved to ndvanoo with a light and.cotn- 
pact fbree, leaving the remainder for the protectibn of Patna, 
and tho i\eighbouring districts* The fprpe ho F^electecl for 
purpose consisted of the 2 Grenadier ancl d' B 
panies of the European BaUalion,., amounting to about 500 
^xi 0 n"tlie two Boiiibay cornpanies amoundrrg to 100 men, 
Europeans and Topasses. The Marines and’c!#ails of Hv 
84 th, .^Oth, and 90th Eegiments, ninking togethar ^ 

200 men, under the pommand of Captain Womyss, with the 1st 
Company of Artillery, the Pioneers, and the Troop of Eiirbpeait 
Cavalry, making a total of little less than 900 Earopeans, rank 
and file; with these, were 8 Battalions of Sipahia/selected for 
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^.-./efScienoj',i'iz., tba let of Mnjor atil)bert's> comtiaandcdby 
Captain Samuel Feakay 'ike present ^ih N. i.^, tlie SncI or Cap- 
i.ainM.ac,hean'»{(/tep7'eseni'2d Grenadiers/,th<i Sd ov Capl&in 
Grant’s /present bth N. IJ, the 6th or Captain Trevanntou s 
(the present IththN.!.), \X\^ 8 th or Gap tain Smith's (the pre- 
seal! 8M iV. J./, the nth or Captain Morgan’s Battalion, tha 
18th or Captain Svtinton’s/tmwtif Stf iV. /.), still nnder 
charge of Captain Wilding,'and the I5tb or Captain Stable a 
'ButaWtiw (ihe .MathewsJ. 'ro/heso \vere to be added th«'Mo¬ 
gul Horse lately enibodiecl, am own tin (| to about 1000 men. 

Of the above force^ the Marines and the Battalions of 
Captains Trevannion and Stables were still at Chnpprab, un¬ 
der the command of Major Champion, who was directed to 
cross the river, and form a junction, with the mnin body 
on tbe Soane, at an appointed lime. The foroo left for the 
defence of Bebar, consisted of. upwards .of 300 Enropwui 
Infantry,Hba gnd company of Artillery, about 300 Mogul 
Horse, and four Battalions of Sipaliis—viz.., the 4th Or Cap¬ 
tain Campbell's /.j, the 5th or Onptaiu.. 

the presen t't'thN. I.), the 9th or Captain Gnlliez' 
(thepresent tW I,/, and the ITlh or Captain Goddard'e 
.{(hepresent \^th N. /.), with the Bombay Sipaliis and the 
slelc and convalesceuts of the Corps in the field, making a 
total of .about 400 Europeans; and 3000 Natives. 

In. the mean time Major Munro had not been inattentive 
to tbe political affuifs of the Province, and having been given 
to understand that little or no resistanoe. would be made by 
the Governor of Ebotas if a sufficient force was sent against 
the place, be orclered ,Captain Goddard—who, with his Batta¬ 
lion, had h short time before been detached to Tikarree,—to 

march from thence to Ebotas,. of which stronghold ha 
obtRined possession without any difficulty. This event hap¬ 
pened at a mo.st opportune moment; for Shbojah-oO-Bowlah 
had almo.st at the same' tin>e sent a force to seize tbe place 
on liis own aocoimt, which party arrived just in lime to see 

the British colours hoisted on its’vvalisi when they retired 
more rapidly than they had advanced.* 

* JSeit Mutakberin, vol 2.i>p. 





,Dim^iOS:JK tiiVi enemy's; CAMi’* 



:Dari|)g the i‘an)y season, Shoojah - oo-rjo\\iidi;l)acl reniained 
'in bis iivtiwcliod padtioii at Bnxar; bivt jealouaies^^^a^^^^ in- 
iidgiles were rife in his'pamp. The. ibnperor Shall Alla.Tn, mIio 
had ioMg felt that be was nierely a' ofiptive train 

of hi^i poweiTul V,d»ier, was auxious to sbajte off liis thraldorn 
at any ris,k 3 , mid raost desirous of nialdng terms with the 
English, whom he had sense enough to see, v-'cre rapidly ac- ; 
qmring the ascendancy in Indian politics ; and in aocordr 
ance with thia view, he secretly made o^-OfUires to Muio.!r 
Mimro, and only awaited a favourable opportunity for luore 
decisive iiioasurea* Meer Eossiin Khan xvas iiowcver ^in 
nundi worso plight; misfortunes were' rapidly gathfnug 
around hiin, and the natjn^xl consequence was daily experi¬ 
enced in tho deiection of his friends'and followers. 

A coolness had for some time sprung up between him 
and his host and ally, the Nawil^ub and the lattct 

affected to believe and feel indignant at a report, which stat’’ 
ed that Meer Kossim Kbdn had,ordevedjiis troops to fire upon 
those of the Vuzier, if they shonld bo defeatochby the Eng¬ 
lish at Patna—a report which bore the . evident stalmp^ 
falseiiQod on its very face,—for M<^0r Kossim Khan, thoirgh 
had shown cowardice on that occasion and was of 

treachery, if it served his purpose, was not s<> insane as to 
have - tarued upon his only hope and support,—rn(:n0 ©spepi- 
ally whevji he was fully sensiblo that no act of his poukl pos- 
sibl 3 ^ conciliate or bring about any terms betwixt the Eng- 
lisb and bimself, after what had taken place, But glaring 
as . was the falsehood, there were not wanting some amongst 
Si'eer Kossim Kharfs own officers ready to give oountenanoo 
to the report,—foremost amongst whom was the renegade Sum- 
roo, a wretch who appears to liave been incapable of en¬ 
tertaining one single feeling .of honour of iidelity^^i 
.cause. 

It will bo remembered that when Shoojah-op-Dosylah 
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snpport the cause of Meet Kossim Klidn, ilie A. D. ital, 
latter had promised a monthly paymotit of eleven lakhs of 
rupees to defii^y the expencos of the war. This promise had 
been made onder a prospect of success, and probably with 
the usual Indian want of faith,—which recklessly promises 
most liberally, with the firm intention of only fulfilling so 
much of the pledge as maybe compulsory certain it is, 
that the amount was not paid. The unsuccessful result of 
the campaign had deprived the ex-lMavmiib of those re¬ 
sources which he had calculated upon ; and though he had 
brought a considerable treasure with him whim ha sought 
the protection of the Nawaub Vuzier, a large portion bad 
been absorbed in the payment of his own force, other sums 
and much of his valuable jewellery had been expended in 
presents andjiribes to those about the Vuzier s court, and 
a very considerable quantity had been plundered by his own 
dependents, more especially by his steward Meer Sooleeman, 
whO) when convicted of having mado away with some of 
the most valuable jewels, fled to Shoojah-op-Dowiah, and • 
parchased protectiGn with a share of tho spoil. A demand 
was now made upon the ex-Nawaub, for the payment of 
the monthiy subsidy as also for certain arrears of revenue 
stated to be due to the Emperor. Meer Kossim Kh4u 
expostulated, promised, and intrigued, but all in vain : Shoo* 
jah-oo-Dowlah had set his heart upon the supposed trea¬ 
sures of his guest. As a last resource, Meer Kossim Khan 
endeavoured to work upon the feelings of shame in the breast 
of Shoojah-oo-Bowlah, andutssuming the garb of a fakeer, 
ho seated himself otitside his tent with the few of his 
still faithful adherents^ clad in like manner.'^ ^ 

Tliis step caused great annoyance to Slxoojah-oo-Dowlah, who 
felt how deeply it compromised him in the eyes of his follow* 
ers, and he immodiately sent mess^rigers and finally went 
himself to wait upon his guest, apologizing for what had pass¬ 
ed and requesting him to resume his former habit, witji which 
Meer Kossim Khan comp The respite obtained by this 

• Seir MutttkheHii, rol. 8, p. 8S5. 
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, ixiOinsvirG wsis of ft-vory tcitipoffiry ii{iturO;,u-o(il clctBftiid® 
perseoatioiiis were renewed, Meer Kossim Khan 


was.' now 


. (jOHiptlled to give up lus rogulstt Brigiidosj fttid Bonding 
for Sumroo, stated his inabihty to maintain thorn longer, 
Ihif; requested him to return the cannon and arms with 
which he had supplied therli'; that ungrateful villain,, who, 
had already made arrangements with Shf>ojah-oo-3)owlah 
for entering his service, insolently refused compliance, coolly 
stating that the guns and equipmeDts belonged to those 
who had them in possession and who had the power to 
keep them ; and immediately, struck his camp, and pro¬ 
ceeded with the whole of the regular Brigade, acoornpanwd 
by Mossiettrs Cientil, Madoo, and all the other .European^, 
and took up a position in the camp of the Nawapb Vusier, 
to whom they had already all transferred their services.*: 

The disgracefu! farce wa» now drawing to a close; a 
party of Horse, aecompanied by some of Sumsoo’s Sipa- 
his, proceeded to Meer Kossim Khan's tent, and placing 
guards over his property and zenana, oonveyed ; hinr '*id^^^^ 
studied, In-sult to tho Nawaub Vuzievs eamp,. where he was 
niade a prisoner, and closely cortfined to the'tent allotted to 
him. His money and proparty were confiscated, and applied 
to the discharge of the arrears claimed ; and through the 
treachery of his servants and the fears of his women, who 
had been made the vehicles of concenlmeivt, the greater part 
of his wealth, which consisted of jewellery, \Vas traced out 
,/i«d seized. One servant however, by name Sheikh Mahotn- 
mud A.sbiir, was faitliful to his fallen master ; he had been 
intnistod with a small supply of jewellery, with which he 
was directed to make his way to Rohilkund, which lie effected 
and there awaited the arrival of his master, to whom he 
finally made over the charge committed to him, and furnish¬ 
ed that wretched ciiicf witiv the only means that fiihbled 
him to spin out a few years of misery and exile. 

As Meer Kossim Khdn's I 


w^as now closed for ever, it may 

be as well, 

before fina.liy 
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Jifesmg the subject, to anticipate the order of 
aarrative, and sfcato that, on the /i2nd of Ootober, the 
ptovions to the battle of Buxa]i:*, he tvas released by Shopjah- 
oorDowlah and fiirnishecl with a lame elephant, on which 
he immediately left the camp; that he was exposed to con¬ 
siderable danger from the fugitives of the next day's action, 
but finally made his escape to Rohilkand. After various 
vicissitudes of fortune, ho became a pensioner on the bounty 
of Nudjeefoo-D'owkh, and ended his days in extreme po¬ 
verty at Delhi, on the (Uh of June 1777, his last shawl being 
sold to pay for his winding sheet; and his women ami ,C5hii* 
dreu plundered of the small quantity of camp equipage and 
cattle that remained.^ 

But to return to Buxar ;--fthe Nawaub Vuzier confident in 
his own strength and taught by the conduct of Major Oamac 
to unclervaluo the power and resources of the English, re* 
mainod in his encampmentj, iudulging in luxury and making 
little, other preparation to meet the coming storm, than send¬ 
ing a strong party to clofend the pi^ssago.of the Soane and 
harass the advance of the British army. 

On the 9th of Ootober, Major Munro naarobed with his 
force from Bankypore ;-—Major Champion having been prevt 
ously directed to cross the Ganges at Chupprah, and to form 
a jAinctioa with the main body on the lOth, so as to cover the 
passage of the Soane at Kulverghafc, which point a consider 
able detachment of the enemy had been sent forward to de¬ 
fend. Captain Goddard was also ordered to march down.^loug 
the line of the Soane,, with his Baaalion (the present IQthJlept. 
N. I,} from Rhotas,.aad join the main body at the same point 
These arrangements, so well concerted, were as effectively ’ 
executed. Having made a long march on the 9th, the main 
body arrived on the morning of the 10th at Eulverghab, above 
Moneah, where they found the en^my drawn up to oppose their 
. passage, which w^s rendered more difficult by breast- works and 
batteries that had been thrown up, comraanding the ford. Al¬ 
most at the moment of their arrival, they heard the welcome pre¬ 
concerted signal, whiclT; tol^ that Major Champion was at 
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^ . liis post. That officer in obedience to tbe orders he had receiv- 

eel, embarked his detachment on tiie Gauges at CJhuppralv ob 
the 6th of October, in the midst of a heavy storm, of wind and 
rain, which continued all that and the two succeeding days : 
on the 9th, it cleared up, and he proceeded to the month of 
. the Soane, where he disembarked his whole party on t |),0 west 
haiiky aiul encamped for the night. Tim morning of the 
lOih, being the time appointed for his reaching Knlverghiit, 
he: marched at 2 o'clock, and proceeding along the left bank of 
the Soane, arrived at the exact moment when his presence was 
required ; a thick fog hitherto concealed his advaiice from 
the enemy, but as this cleared off, both paru.es obtaiaed a 
view of each other, when the enemy promptly changing their 
front, drew up opposite to Major Ohampion. Tinr latter 
now ordered three guns to be fired in quick succession, the 
appointed signal, which was speedily ansXv^red from Major 
Munro's camp on the other side. Major Oheimpion now 
formed his troops .in line, the Marines in the centre, w.ith 
the guns divided on either flank-—Oaptain Trevaanion 
Battalion f present lOih Regi. N. IJ on the right, utnd 
Captain StaWes Battalion /'Mi? the left ; in fcis 

order they steadily advanced towards the enemy, whq after the 
interoliange of a few shots, retired in the directiou of Arrah. 
The cletachmentoonunueditsroute to the ghat, where, they were 
speedily joined by the Eu3:opeans, and two other BattalionB of 
Bipahis from the main body, who had been already ferried 
and the whole force crossed during that and the following day. 
The passage was effected in an orderly and skilful manner, by 
means of the boats under the charge of Oaplain Wedder* 
barn, a guard being stationed at the water side, under the 
command of Major Stibbert, to preserve order. The whole 
force, as they crossed, encamped about half a mile fro:m the 
river, on the road to Arrah.^ 

They halted on the 12th, and the army was foi’med int^ 
three divisions, under the command of Majors Ohampion, 
Pemble, and Stibbert; the place of each corps and detitch- 
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''was cloaily assigned, and the troops weretold off'into A.JT^ ^O^i. 
vrings, snb-divislons, platoons and firings, in accordance with 
the arrangements of the period. Captain Goddard having a].3<) 
arrived at the appointed day, was directed to take post with his 
Battalion, for the: defence of this passage ; and on the ISth of 
October, the army continued its advance in separate columns, 
marching by double files. Major Champion commanded the 
advance guard, which consisted of two Companies of Grenadier 
Sipahis, half of the European Troop of Cavalry, and two • 

Bissallahs of Mogul Horse, with the Quarter-Master Ser- 
jeantsand oamp colourmeni of the several eorps. 

On reaching the bridge over the Bonass-nullah, beyond 
Arrah, a body of 4 or 500 of the enemy’s horse were observed 
, on the opposite bank. Major Champion iramediatly ordered 
the Cavalry under the command of Iiieutenant Mair to charge 
them, which was clone without hesitation, the European 
Dragoops commanded by Mr. Surdal, a Cadet, leading in 
gallant style. The enemy, after a slight resistance, turned 
and fled, olosSly pursued by the Eugl’sh for nearly a mile, 
until they reached a village, when the fugitives separated 
right and left, and a volley of musketry was poured in from 
a large body of the enemy ’s Sipahis, who had beon placed 
there in ambuscade for the purpose. This unexpected check ^ 

immediately made the Cavalry wheel about and retreat lu 
turn ; whilst the enemy who had been reinforced by another 
party hitherto concealed behind the village, followed them up, 
and committed considerable slaughter. The Mogul Horse pa¬ 
nic struck at tbis chaiige of affairs, broke and tied in confusion 
in all directions, notwithstanding the exertions of Lieute¬ 
nants Mair and .Hessman, who endeavoured in vain to rally 
them ; the Europeans held better together, and served in 
some ineasure to cover the retreat-' .Mr. Surdal, who was a 
powerful man and an excellent horseman, performed wonders : 
after killing three of the enemy with his own hand, he 
was attacked by a Tatbfvn, covered with armour ;— in mak¬ 
ing a cut at this new antagonist, his sword shivered to pieces 
upon the cpat-of-mail ; the blow was quickly returned, but 
Mr, Surdal saved himself by his dexterity, throwing himself • 



AKUIVAX AT [<2h! 

one side of his horse; the blow was however, given \vTrh 
&‘r,n':h good will, that the piirntnol of his eaddle was oirt througb. 
Before his enemy could recover liis sword, the gallant young 
man bad resumed his Seat, drawn a pistol and shot him 
through the head, after which he effected bis escape. Lieu-* 
tenants Mair and Hessman only saved themselves by leftping 
their horses over a broad and deep wet ditch, a bold and 
sporting feat, which none of the enemy dared to imitate.-^ 

Major Champion, as soon as he witnessed this turn of 
affairs, drew up the two Companies of Grenadier Sipahis in 
some broken ground^ to cover the retreat of the Cavalry, but at 
suoli a distance from the bridge, that the enemy were enabled 
to tmmmit considerable slaughter ainongst the fugitives and 
the Quarter-Master's details, before they t^ould got across the 
stream- Four Quarter-Master Serjeants were killed, and 10 
or 12 of the European Cavalry, and about 60 of the Mogul 
Horse were killod or severely wounded. The eneiB)' howeve^^^^ 
did not escape unscathed. Williams mentions eu instance 
of great coolnees displayed in a personal eiv:^oiu,>ter with offe 
of the enemy’s horsemen by the Quarter-Master Serjeant 6^^ 
the 89th Begt., named George Bennett, who shortly after ob¬ 
tained a commission in the Company's service, and hUimately 
died a Captain.f This clieok caused the atiffy to march with 
greater caution in future, and the advance guard was inercaB- 
- ecl by two Companies of European Grenadiers and a couple 
of six-pounders.. On 'arriving at their ground, therbrder of 
battle to be observed, either if attacked in camp or on 
the march, was given out, and the troops practised in its 
formatiotx This, owing to the superiority of the enemy 
in Cavalry, was an oblong square, the front and rear lines 
formings the longer sides. On the 14tb, they oohtinned their 
advance ; but as the march by filos, had boen fouml to 
lengdieu the columns to an inconvenient extent, they were 
now ordered to proceed by platoons. 

In this order, the army contimicd to advarme untir 
22nd of October, on w'hich day they arrived in sight of the 
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iutremc-boil positioB at Biixav, 
been a good (kal harassed every day by 
'A'hieh, however, generally dispersed or rotreatod soon as 
the Artillery unlimberecl and gare thorn a round. On reach-* 
ing the plain of Buxar about 9 o'clock in the morning, the 
army of Shoojah-oo-'Dovvlah was observed drawn up in order 
of battle, in front of their intrenched position, at the, distance 
of about 3 miles. As the advance arrived, they took ground 
to the right, followed by the detach men fc of Eoyal troops, so 
as to leave room for the remainder of the force to fo,rm up 
ill line* , When thirwas done. Major Miinro^ Staff 

recbhnoitered’the enemy s^postion, from whence a few shots 
were fired, but all fell short, owing to the distance. Both 
sides remained drawn up, watching each other for more than, 
an hour, when Slioojwah-oo-Bowluh withdrew bis troops within 
their intronchments, and the lilnglisb being fetigued with a 
long march, followed the example* The tents were pitched 
on arrival, and the troops ordered to rest and refresh them- 
SoIyos, but without taking off their aocontrements. 


Morgan s Battalion 
village about 1000 


Captain 

of Sipaiiis wavS pushed forward to a 
yards in front of the left of the line, 
and a Eissallah of Mogul HorKse, under Lieutenant M.air, 
was posted in a tope at nearly the same distance from the 
right wing; pioqiietawere thrown out, and sentries posted all 
rouiul the camp. • 

Major Miinro now convened a council of war, and it was 
decided to give the troops a rest during the following dav, 
and to attack tbe enemy in their intrenchments by day-break 
on the 24th; when it was arranged, at the recommendution of 
Captain Jennings and Lieutenant Niooll,-^whD had formerly 
beexi employed under Major Gtvrnao in survoying the-ground 
now occupied by the e:nemy, 'and were well acquainted with 
the locality,---that a strong detachment should make a ctetour 
by the Torah-nullah, under the guidance of Lieutenant Ni^ 
coll, and endeavour to turn the enemy s right flank, whilst 
the main body attacked in front. All the heavy baggage was 
sent on board Captain Wedderburn's fleet, and the necessary 
arrangemexits made for the coming struggle. The remainder 
of the day (the 22nd) passed off qthetly on both sides. 



PREPARATIONS FOR ACMON. 



Jt had been decidecb with a view to blind the enemy ae to 
the intfnuled nature of the attack, that trenches, and false 


batterioB should be cornmenoed opposite tbeir left, as if it was 
intended to proceed by regular approaches. Accordingly, be¬ 
fore day-break on the morning of thtf^Srd, Major Champion 
moved out with a detaobment, inchlding the Pioneer Coni" 
pany and all the Bildars of the camp, and commenced, opera¬ 
tions some distance to the front. But Slioojah-oo-Dowlah 
disconcerted all these arrangements, by boldly and unex¬ 
pectedly, moving out of his intrenchments, to give battle on 
the plain. Th® enemy were discovered to be in the motion 
soon after day-break. Major Champion at first imagined 
that it was merely a parly assembling to interrupt the ope¬ 
rations of the false approaches, but as column after column 
was observed deploying in front of the intrenchments, he 
soon perceived that something further was contemplated. 
He aoprdiugly sent word at once to Major Munro, wdio 
rode forward and personally ascertained the state of the case, 
when he returned to camp, and ordered the drums to beat to 
arms, and the troops to form in the order of battle, already 
assigned to them. 

The army was formed in two lines, with a small reserve 
consisting of the two Grenadier Companies of the European 
Battalion, and the European Cavalry. Captain Morgan’s 
Battalion, which was posted in the village to the left, was 
^;eoalled into the front lino; and Lieutenant Mair with his 
Rissallah of Cavalry, was withdrawn from the tope to the 
right, and ordered to join the remainder of the Mogiil Horse, 
and take post in a village to the rear of the left wing, for the 
pTOteotipn of the camp and baggage. The front line consisted 
of the detachment of Royal troops—composed of the Marines 
and details of H. M. s84tb, 89tb, and 90tb Regiments, the whole 
under Captain Wemyss; the Bombay detachment and two Com¬ 
panies of the Bengal European Battalionj brigaded together, 
under the command of Capuiin MaoPherson, and four Batta¬ 
lions of Sipabis ; with the greater part of.the Artillery, con¬ 
sisting of 4 twelve-pounders, 10 six-pounders, and 2 how*- 
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The Europeans were ported in tbe centre, the Boya! 
detaobmeut to the right and the Company a to the left, ahd 
4 six-pounder» between tliem; on tho outward Hank of each 
detaclimeat were 1 twelve-pounder, 1 six*poiuuler, and 1 
howitiior ; on either side'of tbo Europeans were two Battali¬ 
ons of SipalviSj with 2 six*poinulers betw'een the Battalions; 
and 1 twelve-pounder and 2 six-pounders On the extreme 
flanks; tbo JhuUilions oh the right were Captain Swinious 
^ ikepre$i?nt Srd /.y*, commanded by Captcxin Wilding, 

andMaJor Stibbert’s f the present ih liegt, N. I.), commanded 
by GaptairlFeake. Oh the leftof the Jine,\vere the IstJBurdwaii 
Battaiioh r^he 2 ^'f'^sent 2nd Grenadiers) commanded by Cap¬ 
tain Nollikios and Captain Morgan's Battalion. 

The rear line consisted of the remainder of tlip European 
Batuvliou and 4 Battalions of Sipah.ia, xvith 8 field-pieces, two 
of which belonged to Captain Smith's Battaiiom The Euro¬ 
peans iterein the centre, with 2 fsix-pounders on either flank, 
and two Battalions of Sipahls forming each wing—having 2 
field-pieces on their extreme flanks, of w’bich those on the right 
belonged to Captain Smith’s Battalion, (the present %th liegt 
N. I,J, that corps and Captain Grant's Battalion the 6th 
Eegt. W.l.J being on the right, and the Mathews’ md Oaptaiu 
Trevannion's Baitalion (thepresent iOth N. IJ on the left. 
The reserve was drawn up between the two lines, 50 paces in 
the rear of the centre of the front line* It was clearly explaiii- 
ed that in the event of any attack on either flank, half a Bat¬ 
talion should fall back from thjiii front line, and half a Battalion 
wheel up from the rear line, aucl thus complete the oblong 
square. The right wing of the front Hnc was commanded by 
Major Champiort, the left by Major Stibbert, and the rear lino 
by Major Pernble; Captain George Hay of the Cavalry com¬ 
manded the I'eserve, and Lieutenant Vertua was sent with 
four Oompanies of Sipahis, one from each of the Battalions 
of the rear line, to reihforco the Cavalry posted in the village 
to the rear to guard the baggage. 

It was past 8 o’clock before the troops were all in, position. 
To the left, and in front of the left wing, was an extensive 
morass, and beyond that n village; in front of the right wing 
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>wiis r. Ur^e tope, between which and the village ti6 the left 
all was qlear and open; to .the right of the topo, beyond rhe 
right flank of the line, was another village all the.5e posts 
were speedily occupied by the enemy. 

Tho.poeition taken up by Shnojah-oo-Dowlah was a formi¬ 
dable one, and as his force amounted to between 40 and 
50,000 men, it covered a considerable extent of ground. On 
the left, resting on the Ganges and occupying the Fort and 
ruined town of Buxar, was the division of Bebneo Bebadur, 
with several Battalions of Nujeebs, under European i^thcers, 
and a chosen body of Cavalry, .raised by the Nawab Vussier at 
Lucknow, and called the Sheikzadees, commanded by Shoik 
Goolam KhMyr. In the centre were the Brigades of Siij^vv 
roo and Madoc, consisting of eight Battalions of disciplined 
Sipahis, and eight field-pieces, worked by Europeans, rene¬ 
gades and deserters. . These were supportecl by a body of be« 
tween 6 and 7000 horse and foot, under the comnnmd of' 
ShoojaU Khoolee Khan, more generally known as Meenh Issa. 
On either flank of the regular Brigades, were powerful Bat¬ 
teries of the Nawaab Vuzie.rs Artillery, worked by bis own Go- 
limdaz, and consisting for the most part of heavy guns, 
many of which were of European construction. The right 
wing was oonyposed of the division of Balwnnt Singh tifC 
Eajah of Benares, a considarable body of Rohillas, horse 
and foot, and a splendid corps of about 5000 Northerr) Qa* 
valvy, known as the Dooranee Hor.se, many of wdiom were 
veterans who had served under Ahmed Shah Abclalloe, and 
some even under Nadir Shah. Shoqjah-oo-LowJab birriseif 
commanded the left wing; and a corps of reserve,cbrnposed 
of his own troops—chiefly Cavalry—was posted In the rear. 
The'Emperor was encamped on other side of the Torah 
Nullah, and appears to have borne iio part whatever in tins 
engagement. 

Shoojah-oo-Dowlah advanced slowly but in good order ; and 
from their superior weight of metal, lus guns told upcuriho 
British line before the English field-pieces could be brought 
to bear upon them. Major Munro now ordered tluv vvliole 
line to advance, but th n had scarcely marched a hundrod vartla 
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they were iH>avp<3lleel to ineline to the rightjfto: g(yt^'pre^ 
of the jbeol or iiioreBs:^Thts was a tedious operatlbri,vfl;^ 
the whole time the enetny kept up a heavy hannonade; bitt 
.as many of their guns wtjre ill served^, iho loss was compara¬ 
tively stdalL Sockets alsowere discharged m showers, biit 
the British troops romainded perfectly steady, whilst their. Ar¬ 
tillery, which had tiow got within range, played upon the dense 
iT.asses df the enemy with ad mi rable effect. The whole force 
being at length clear of the jhee!, thewvord wat once more 
given to advance, but at that moment a large body of the 
Booratiee Horse threatened the left flanlc, and made a 
daring attempt to penetrate between the two lines. 'Gap- 
tain Xlay observing this, moved up promptly with the Euro¬ 
pean (-irrenadiors and Cavalry, w^lulst at the same time Cap¬ 
tains Morgan apcl Stables each wheeled half ti Battalion, bo as 
to'close up the whole interval; whilst the Artillery on the 
left flank of each line wero brought into the new ulignmerit.. 
These movements were cflected with great precision; and the 
enemy having been ilnis unexpectedly met by a niiirderous 
lire of grape and musketry, were checked in their headlong 
charge, recoiled and speedily retired with a heavy loss. Foil¬ 
ed in this attempt, they now'made a rapid detour rctuid 
the jheel, and reinforced by another ghole of Robilla Cavalry, 
they fell upon the village to the rear, in which the Mdgut 
Horse and Lieutenant Vertiie’s detachment were posted. The 
Mogul Horse, overpowered by numbers, quickly fled, and 
hastened to seek sheUer with the Infantry : Lieutenant Ver- 
lue finding himSeU abandoned, aneb unable with his small 
party to resist so povverful a force, coolly retreated with his 
little body of Bipahis in admirable order, retiring by alter¬ 
nate Companies, an steadily as if on parade ; and though 
pressed by the enemy’s Cavalry, regained the main body, 
but not without some loss, Ihe enemy now made thertt- 
selves masters of the wiioloiof the baggage and camp equipage, 
an^d flushed with their stlocess, the whole body niiado a des¬ 
perate charge upon the rear line, the corps composing which, 
bad in the mean time faced about and were ready to receive 
them, which they did with so svarnr and close a fire of grape 
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and musketry, that the enemy wore Soon ropolsed with heavy 
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loss. 


They, however, behaved with considerable courage, and a 
large portion repeated the attempt, and charged up so close 
to the linOj that several men were sabred in the ranks, and 
many of the enemy leil upon the English bayonets, amongst 
them was the gallant leader of the party, who making a 
cut at one of the Europeans, was received upon the man’s 
bayonet, and the piece being discharged at the same mbmeiit, 
the unfortunate chief fell a mangled corpse upon a heap of 
slain. But their daring and gallantry was tmavailing, when 
opposed to English steel and English discipline, and all who 
persevered went down before the fiery and bristling wall in 
front of them, and at length the enemy were compelled to 
draw off, leaving a fearful proportion of killed and wounded 
behind them. 

In the mean time, the front line had not been idle; the 
enemy made several charges of Cavalry upon both wings, 
whilst the regular Brigades under Sumroo and Madoo kept 
up an incessant fire ,of artillery and musketry: they had also 
brought up a battery of heavy guns, and posted them in the 
village to the right, which fired obliquely upon the line and 
committed great destruction. Major Munro observing some 
wavering to the right and ascertaining the cause, dispatched 
one of his aides-de-camp, Captain Gordon, to order Captain 
Fenke to advance with Major Stibbert’s Battalion, 
present Re(/t. N. L), and storm the battery ; but this 
order, though repeated, was not obeyed, either through 
some mistake or misconduct on the part of the com¬ 
manding officer; upon which Lieutenant Nicoll, who W'as 
AdjucantGeneral of the Sipahis, w^as ordered to take the 
command of the Battalion. This officer putting himself at their 
head, led them on gallantly, and the men as promptly and 
boldly followed ; making a silent detour at .first to^ha right, 
they suddenly wheeled, rushed forward, and carried the 'vill^age 
and the bcattery at the point of the bayonet. Major Munro 
observing that this izuportant point was gained, ordered 
Lieutenant Harper to advance from the rear line, to their 
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with Captain Smith’s Battalion, whilst Liemteiiaat A. I> i^- 
* aSni Oct. 

Nicqll proceeded to attack the enemy's position in the topo 

already meiUiotiedj Bituated to the left of the village he had 
just carried. Here the enemy had posted a large body of 
Nujeebs and Cavalry, belougihg to Bohnee Behadnr s divisioir, 
with a number of field-pieces, by which the right wing was 
trtuch annoyed. LimUenanfc NicoU advanced with Major 
Stibbei't'a Battalion in excellent order; but as they approach¬ 
ed the tope, they were received in front with a steady fire 
from a Battaiion of the Nujeebs, whilst at the same mo¬ 
ment, they were charged on the flanks by a body of Cavklry, 
thrown into confusion, and compelled to retreat. Major 
Munro observing this, directed Mjijor Champion to advance 
Avith the r.emainder of the right wing to their support; and 
that officer, directing Lieutenant Harper to join him from 
the village advanced in line with the Roynl detachment, 

Captain Swinton's Battalion and Captain Smith’s Battalion,^ 

(the present ^rd and Bth Re^ts, JN. /J, stipported by the 
Artillery. The Infantry were ordered not to fire a shoh but 
to trust solely to the bayonet. 

In this manner they moved forward until they Avere 
joined by Major Stibberr/s Battalion, which quickly rallying, 
took its plaoe on the right flunk, and the whole rushlt'g 
forward, dashed through tho tope, when the Nujeebs began 
to retreat and a close and well directed volley from the 
whole wing caused them to quicken thoir movements and 
abandon the guns, which to the number of 27 were all 
captured. The Nujeebs, thus driven from tho village and 
the tope, were forced to take up a fresh positioxi to their 
own right; but in so doing, they came in front of Sumroo's 
and Madoe’s Brigades, which were drawn up more to tho 
rear. These officers immediately took groimd to their right, 
and more in advance, eo as to form a new alignment wiili 
the Nujeebs, wIjo had again formed in good order; but 
almost, at the &ame moment, Mceah Issa, hearing the firing . 
m the. tope, and imagining that it was an attack upon the 
Bvuish right wing, thought tho,moment an opportune one for 
attacking the left wing; and accordingly, forcing his way witii 
about 6000 horse and foot through the skirts of the morass. 
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i^Rttackxl the left vying in front and flank with great gallantrr 


This movenient, however, was highly advaiitageoiis to the 
English, who were at the moment sulfering severely frorri the 
artillery of Samroo’s and Madocs Brigades which were now 
masked by this attack; whilst Meeah Issa's troops coming up 
in detail ns they straggled throtigh the morass, fidi rapidly un¬ 
der the steady lire of the English line. In vaih their leader 
urged them again to the attack and made a succession of fruit¬ 
less charges ; the horses recoiled before thoTire that saluted 
them, and a heap of slain told how unavailing but how de¬ 
termined were their efforts. On a final attempt, the gallant 
rieeah Issa fell with a grape shot through his brain, and his 
troops disheartened by Ids loss, and having suffered fear¬ 
fully in their daring attempt, were thrown into confusion, 
broke, and finally fled. Sumroo and Madoc observing thi$ 
turn of affiiirs, had already commenced their retreat, which 
they effected in^good order, carrying with them all tlieir artil- 
lery. Major Munro perceiving that this was the crisis of the 
action, gave orders for a general aclvahcp. He rode to the 
bend of |ho troops, thanked them for tberii* conduct, pointed 
out that tho victory was now in their hands, and taking, off 
his hat, gave three cheers, to which the whole army heartily 
resp<j)nded. The whole then broke into colamns> the left wing 
under Major Stibbert following the enemy towards the nuT 


lah, the right marching upon the introuchments, and the 


rear lino following with Major Munro as a reSewc. 

The en my were now in full retreat, the regular BrigadeM 
in good order, but the remainder of tlie troops fast falling into 
confusion, which was further increased by the explosion of three 
of their powder magazines and several tumbrils, whicbfwete 
blown up by Shoqjah-oo-Dowlah's order. Major Stibbert’s 
und Captain Smitirs Battalions (i/te present ^ih and 
lieffis, jy. L) were detached to the right, to secure the to^^u 
and fort of Buxar, and Captain Wilding was sent with Cap¬ 
tain Swinton's Battalion (the present Hrd licgt, N. I ) to 
r ear the enemy's inirenchment. The former corps, push'* 
ing through the streets of the ruined town, came suddenly 
upon Behnee Behachir and the Skeikhzadee Horae, who were 
Aii tii.srQOiintcd, unconscious of the defeat of the main body. 


wiN/sr^j, 
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Ued and panic struck, these boasted cavaliers made bat A. r 
Uule resistunce, and haying' sivtlbrecl considerably froni the '' 
tire of the Sipahis, the whole body moimtcd and fled. Their 
condLict infected the reinaiuder of Behpee JBehadur's diti- 
flion^ which had idthert stoo<ifirm ; and after a feeble show 
of opposition, they fled at the first volley from the advancing 
Sipalvis : Captain Swintbn'S'BattaHoiii in like manner, cleared 
the intrenohments, after a single discharge of inasketry. 

Shoojah-oo-Dpwlah, who had shown no lack of personal 
courage daring the day, had succeedod in rallying a largo 
portion of the retreating force, and forming them.once more 
in line, for a second effort; but the rush of the fugitives 
from Bolirioe Behadurs division and the intrenchments, 
set all their determination, and the whole force once more 
about, without another attempt at resistance. A fearful scene 
of confasioa and destruction now ensued : the Dooranee Hprse 
seeing that the clay Was lost, determined to make the most of 
the evil, and falling upon the Nawatib’s camp and the bag¬ 
gage, helped theTuselves to all that (hey found valuable and ^ 
porinbie, cutting down every one who ventured to opppse them*' 
Shoojah-oO’lDowlah, as sooii as he had got across the Torah , . 
Nullah, accompanied by ins own horsemen guarding liia txea - ’ 
sure and jewels, together with the regular Brigades, orth^red ' 
the bridge of boats to be destroyed, by wbicli he efleotually 
ob.^jtruotod tlm pursuit of the English> but at the same time ' * 
posed the rear of his own force, und all thb cam jp followers text 
fearful desiruction. As the English rapidlyfedvanced, a geney ; 
ral rush was made to got across the stream ; and some of the 
Sipahis, who had very irregularly pushed on a-Jiead, added to 
the confusion by keeping up a constant fire of musketry on 
the fugitives ; elephants, oamcla, bullocks; horses and men, 
were mixed, together, trying to force .their way*' across the 
stream, and their stynggles only impeded each other. Several 
thousand huDiaa beings perished in this attempt, either 
drowned in the stream or sufibcated in the mud, until a bridge, 

300 y^ards Idng, was actually formed by their bodies, over 
which the survivors escaped, So confident had Shocjah'OO'' 
I>ovdah been of victorv, that when he marched out in tho 
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moruiQg, he left his camp standing and made no an-ango 
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meats for the removal of his baggage, and all* his olBcera 
had followed the example^ The consequexice ^ya», that not¬ 
withstanding the Dooranee Horse (experienced plundererH)) 
had already helped themselves,—an immense b(j)Oty fell into 
the hands of the English army : much of conrso was secret¬ 
ed by individuals, but tlie amounl; of public prize'^moiiey ex¬ 
ceeded twelve lakhs of rupees. 

At sunset the troops were ro*called and took up their 
ground for the night near the fort, where they slept upon 
their arms. 

Thus ended the famous battle of Euxar, on which depend¬ 
ed the fate of India, and which was as gallantly disputed 
as it was important in its results. This British force, actu¬ 
ally engaged on this occasion, according to Major Munro's 
own return, was, as follows European ;,I,arantr^^ 

.and file; Artillery, 71; European Oaylilry, 40; making n 
total of 857 EnropearKS, exclasivo of othcers and serjeants; 
Sipahis, rank and file, 5,297 ; Mogul Horse, 918,—kiaking 
a total force of 7,072. The Artillery consisted of a train 
of 20 ficld-jueces, in addition to those attached t6 the 
Europeans, and Captain Smith's Eattalion—making 28 guns 
altogether. A considerable number of lascars were attached 
to this branch, who have been omitted in the above return. 
The casuttUies were heavy —2 European officers, Lieutenant 
Spilsbury of H. M.’s 9()di regt., and Ensign Thompson of 
the Bengal Grenadiers, were killed; 7 officers were wounded, 
amongst whom were Captain Crofeou of the 90th regt., and 
Lieutenant George Thompson of the European Battalion, 
who lost a kvg; S European non-commissioned officers v/ero 
killed and 6 wounded; and of the rank and file, 34 were Idi led 
and 49 wotincled : total Europeans killed and wounded, 101. 

Sipahis killed, 205; wounded, 414; and missinij, 85 ; 
Mogul Horse killed, 45; and wounded, 21 : grand total of 
killed and wounded, 847. 

Of the enemy's loss, the same accurate details, are not 
available; but upwards of 2000 lay dead on the field /f 
battle, and more were wounded. 3.>oublc that number musfe 
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perished in the mallah and during the pursuit; i33A-D.mii. 
pieces of artillery were captured, of which 1 were brought * 

in the day after the action by one of the foreigners who 
had deserted at Sawiint, for Ai^liich he received a pardon. A 
number of those deserters were found amongst the slain ; and 
two who were wounded, and made prisoners,*were hungup 
on a tree in front of the * troops, by the Provost Serjeant. 
Tlurtj-two more guns were found mounted on the works of 
the fort and the intrenchmeni:.^ 

The intelligence of this victory diffused universal joy in 
Calcutta, and the Council immediately a3dr6S0ed the follow- 
• ing letter of thanks to Major Muuro, dated the 6tli Novem- 
her 1764 

SiK,—-We have received with great pleasure the first nows 
of your success of the 23rd October, against Bhnjah Dowlah, 
by your note to th|,,President from the field of battle ;^and 
' yesterday; we were^voured with your letter of the ^th, 
containing the detail of the action, which, from the great 
force of the pniemy, and the number of (heir artillery, 
one of the m6st interesting that ever was fought in India. 

The signal victory you gained, sd as at one blow utterly to 
defeat their designs against these provinces, is an event 
.-which does so much honor to yourself, Sir, in particular, 
and to all the officers and men under ^your command, and 
which, at the same time, is attended with such important 
-advantages to Ihe Company, as calls upon us’to return you' 
our sinbore thanks. Wo shall regard it at once as our plea- 
sure and duty^to set forth to the Court of Directors bow 
much they are obliged to you for yoor skill and activity 
in care of the army,*before the opening of the campaign ; 
your judgment in leading them into the field in the 
earliest of th© season, and your conducting the dispo¬ 
sition you made for receiving or attacking the enemy. 

We request that you will return our thanks to the other 


• These ..Utails of the Battle of Buxar are obtained from Major Munro’e 
mrn ^coxiot as gwen m the 1st Keport of ilio Select Committee ;.^ckraccion^ vol. 
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>^eld officers, and the commandant of the artillery, for tbeix 
caro and vigilance in preserving this disposition, and taking 
every advantage over the enemy; and to the officers and 
men in general, for iheir bravery and good behaviour on 
this important occasion. 

** LleutenantB Nicoll, Harper, and Bevan, mentioned in 
yoiir^, letter to us ; and Captains Grant, Winwpod, Hay, 
Stables, and Kinloch ; Mr; Hamilton, your aid-de»camp ; 
Lieutenant Duff, of the artillery ; Mr. Stuart, your secretary; 
find Mr. Sage, who acted as Major Pebble’s aid-de-canip, 
mentioned in like nlanner in your letter to the President, as 
meriting your particular notice, have gained groat honour. 
They may be assured that your recommendation simli not be 
forgot,; that they shall rooeivo upon alhocoasions every cu- 
coaragement the rules of the service will admit of. Wo shall 
also take the lirst opportunity of wtiting to. the President 
and Council of Bombay, of the good services of Major Pern- 
ble and Captains Hamilton and Macpherson, belonging to 
that establishment, and shall request of them to take every 
opportunity of rewarding their merit. 

‘‘ For the further operations of the army, we refer yviii to 
our separate letter of instructions of this date, and are with 
great esteem, Sir, 


“ Your most obdt, humble Servant, 
(Sd.) H. VANSitTAKT, &6; 


“ Cal, Nov, 6,1764.'’ 

Lieutenants Harper and Bevaa were both appointed Bri¬ 
gade Majors to the force, for their conduct on tliis occasion. 

The Corps ntill in existence that were engaged in this 
action are the Bengal Artillery, the 1st Bengal European 
Fusiliers, the 2iid, 3rd, 5tli, 8th, 9tl\ and lOth Eegts. N. I.— 
The Bombay detachment was subsequently Incorporated in 
the Bengal European Battalion, and the details of the Royal 
troops either took service with the Company, or w^ero 
reduced on their return to England. Of the native corps 
employed, tho Mathews and the Morgans are no longer 


in existence. 
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je army ramaiaeci 
ployed in burying tlio 


at Buxar until the STib. busily em- 

, ■ . . , , - « Octobeir, 

dead, and eollecUug the wounded of 


both sides. Owing to the casnalties" tlmt had occurred 
amongst the camp-followers and the number of bearers that 
had absconded, the supply of doblies^ was very limited, and 
such was tho paucity of medical officers, that there were not 
enaugh'to dress the, wounds of those who had suffered ; and 
though every thing was done to relieve their wants, many 
poor fellows lay several days upon the field, before means 
w^ere availablo for carrying them to the hospital or attending 
to their hurts. Major Munro, ho^Yeve^, personslly visitM 
the field dailyv and administered rice and water to these un¬ 
fortunates. Buxar was put into a proper state of defence, 
and an Hospital, and Magasiine and Commissanat depdts, 
established within the walls. 

On the day after the action, Major Sir Robert Fletcher arrived 
in camp. This officer having returned from Europe, had booii 
recently sent up from Calcutta with a reinfoi^cement, consistiug 
of 800 European recruits and Captain Ironside‘s BatUilion f"the 
present IIM /V. Ij He had imagined that Major Munro Would 
not commenca the campaign iintH his arrival; batlearningou 
the way that the army had marched from Patna, he left the de¬ 
tachment under the command of Captain Ironside, and has¬ 
tened on by dawk, but joined too late to participate in the 
victory of Buxar. On hisS arrival, Major Chanipjon tvas 
ordered down' to the presidency to take the conimand of 
the Miclnapbre frontier, which was again threatened by 
the Mahrattns who had been invited by Mecr Kossim Kb^n 
and Slioojah-oO'Dowlali to invade tho province. The force 
placed at his disposal for this purpose consisted of two 
recently formed companies of the European fhvttalion, com¬ 
posed almost entirely of recruits, and a detail of tlm 8rd 
company of Artillery, with the Battalions of Captains Hamp 
ton and Scotland f the present ifh and iith liegts. N, LJ 
On the 5^5th, a detachment under the command of Major 
Fletcher, consisting of 200 Europeans, 8 Battalionaof Sipahis, 
2 Bix-pounders, and I twelve-pounder, with 200 of the Mogul 
iiorse, was ordered to march and harass the force of Slioo/ah- 
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^o^Bowlah, wlio, with Sumi;oo and Madoc s Brigades and all 
tlie fugitives he could collect,, was reported to be :crossing the 
Ganges opposite Grhazeepore : but intelligence being suboev 
quently received that they had nearly all got OTer^v,lbe, detach¬ 
ment was recalled. On the 27lh, the whole army crossed 
the Ganges at Buxar;-—the sick and wounded, with 4 
panies or Sipahis imdor a subaltern ojfficer, being lei't for tho 
protection of the fort. Captain Goddard s Battalion f tlw pre¬ 
sent IBth liegi, N. I.) was ordered to join the main body, and 
a Battalion from Patna moved up to take its place on the Soane. 
The army now advanced towards Benares, marching with the 
greatest order and discipline. Strict injunctions were issued 
against plandoring or injuring the inhabitants. On the 29tb, 
the following order was published The soldiers are strictly 
forbidclen to go out of their lines; any that are found 
plundering or setting fire to the Villages will be punished 
with the utmost severity. Major Stibbert will please to 
'‘ have these orders carefully explained to the seapoys.**'^ 

This humane and prudent system was not very palatable 
to the troops, who had never been controlled in this respect 
whilst under Major Oarnac's command, that officer having on 
the contrary sent the detachment tinder Major Champion into 
the Sarun district, with express orders to lay waste the coun¬ 
try. The consequence now was the necessity for a repetition 
of the order on the when it was further directed that, 
" no plundering on any account whatever, without a special 
‘' order, will be permitted ; whoever shall be detected therein, 
" contrary to these orders, shall be immediately hanged in 
" irpnt of tho whole army:—these orders are to be read and 
" carefully explained to all the black troops.'t And with a view 
of enforcing obedience, " a company of seapoys " was order¬ 
ed to attend at the Head Quarters, in order to be posted at 
" the different villages.as the army passes, to prevent their 
'■ Loing plundered or burnt/* 

Notwitbataiiding all these precautions, it was impos¬ 
sible to check the practice altogether ; and on the 5th 
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^y^xnber, a iioh-cpimiussioued officer of the Mogul 
iHorse was doteoied in the act. As tho Major was deter^ 
miiai?d to enforce his orders and ^naintain a strict disci¬ 
pline, the man was .hung in the presence of the whole army* 
as soon as they arrived at their ground/*^ On this , day they 
reached tbp banks, of the Goomteo, where they were delayed 
until tbev 7th, throwing a bridge across that stream. On 
the 8th, they reached Benares,, and encamped close to the 
city; and on arrival, the following order was issued to the 
force:—Ifono of the troops or followers of the araiy are 
** on any aoooiint whatever to go into the city of Banaras, or 

out of the limits of the camp, oh pain of being severely 
** ptinished; and if any person is detected plundering, ho is 
‘' to be immediately haugod." The next dajV arrangements 
were made with the shroffs and principal inhabitants of (his 
wealthy city, by which they agreed to pay the sum of 4 lakhs 
of rupees to the arm)^ as a. rojnsom lor the place, which, all 
things considered, must be looked upon as an exceedingly 
moderate imposition. 

Per the fiirthei^ protection of tho place, a company of 
.Europeans wasprdered into the city, which guard was relieve 
ed every 48 hours. 

On the day following the hatOe of Buxar, the .Emperor 
Shah Allum wrote to the British Commnnder, congratulating 
him upon the victory., and representing that he himself, had 
been hitherto a rnere state prisoner in the hands of Slioojah- 
oo-BowIab, that ho bad at length been freed by this forthnato 
event, ancL was now only desirous to place himself once 
more under British protection. To this the Major replied that 
he was nbt authorised to enter into any arrangements of the 
'nature proposed, witlrout orders from the Council; but he 
w'ould send an ^express to Mr. Vansittat’t, the Governor, in 
Calcutta, Tequestiug liis orders on the subject. The Emperor 
now pressed Major Munro to visit him, to which the latter 
at length consented, upon the express condition, that his so 
doing was not to be interpreted into any proof of political 
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aiTflrjgeineut or protecdon. At this interview, the Eitnperor 
oftered to make over the whole of Shoojtth'OO^Dowlalla 
dominions to the English, on payment of the mmlpeiskAmh, 
as also the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Beliar, and 
Orissa; and in fact to agree to any terms they clioose to 
demand, upon condition that they w'oiild afford him their 
protection and support. Major Mnnro could only repeat his 
inability to act or bold out any hopes or promises until ho 
received orders from Calcutta. 

Notwithstanding this clearly expressed determination, the 
Emperor crossed tJie river after the English, and follow* 
ing their line of march, encaTnpGd close to them every day, 
for better security; On the 19th of November orders were 
received from Calcutta, authorising Major 
into terms with the Emperor, and to afford him protec¬ 
tion'. Accordingly on the 20th, a Battalion of Sipabis. 
was ordered to,^his camp, which was pitched on the Alla¬ 
habad road, for the protection of his person; and on the 
25t1i, a treaty was formally signed under a Royal salute ; 
when the Major and his Staff, with most of the officers in 
camp, waited upon his Majesty to pay their respects. The 
following order of the 24th November, will show how such 
matters were managed in those days :—Such of the officers 
as will be off duty to-morrow, who choose to wait on the 
King and wish him joy of being put in possession of Sin 
jah-al-Dowlah’s country by the English, are desired to meet 
at the Head Quarters at 9 o'clock to-morrow morning : it 
“ is necessary to acquaint them that it is customary to make 
him a sahira on the occasion, and the least that should be 
given by a captain, is five gold mohiirs, and three by a sub- 
altern."^ The army having been reinforced from Patna by 
two more companies of the Eiuropeau Battalion, a Company of 
Cadets, and the Battalions of Captains White and Dow 
(the present \%th and \bih Regis. N. /.), the former of 
which had been ordered up from Mongheer, and the latter from 
Moorshedabad ; Miiior Munro ordered a detachment to be 
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undj$r tbt3 command of Major Pembla, to lay siege % pv im. . 
to the Fort, of Cbunar, the Governor of which, Mahoniiniid * 


Basheer Khan, still held oat for Slioojah-oo-Dowlah; and 
from the vicithiy of^ place th the city of Benares, waa 
capable of affording considerable araioyanco to the British 
army. ■ 

Chunar, a fortress of considerable natural strength, enjoy¬ 
ed at that time a very high reputation. It is situated 
on an isolated rock, forming the extremity of a low range of 
hills, about l^OdVet high, on tho right bank of the Ganges, 
which forms a considerable anglo at this point, at the direct 
distance of about 18 miles from Benares : its greatest length 
is about 850 feet, and its breadth varies fi*om 800 to 100 
feet. The defences were irregular, following the outline of 
the eminence mh which they were erected ; but though 
several improvements and additions have been made to 
it, the works are not evj^n now arranged with much skill, 
neither has full advantage been taken of the rueans of 


defence it possesses. Several heavy batteries weie mountedi 


on the ramparts, but the garrison trusted more to .the iu- 
accessiblo nCiture of the approach, and to the facilities, it 
possessed for rolling down stones upon any assailants,--of 
which missiles a large supply was always hek] in readiness 
on the ramparts. 

The force destined for this enterprise, consisted of the 
European Grenadiers, 8 Battalions of Sipaliis, of whloh 
Oaptain Dow’s Battalion ike preset?t 15 /^ N. Lj was 
onev the company of Pioneers, the company of Ca¬ 
dets, and 50 Artillery-men under Captain Winwood : the 
train to be employed was composed of 2 iron eighteen-poun¬ 
ders, 2 ironUvelve-pountlers, 2 six-pounders, 1 eight-inch how¬ 
itzer, and 2 royals (4|-inch Mortars^) ; 800 Lascars were 
added to the train; and the Engineers park consisted of 
5C0 Bildars, with pickaxes and niamooties, and 60 carpen¬ 
ters with felling axes. Captain Polier was appointed field 
engineer to the detacbinent.'^ 
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The European^; with the ordnance and siores, 
by water; and passing the fort at night, effected a landing 
on the right bank, to the south-west of the place;, where they 
were joined by the Sipahis the following morning, There 
they formed their camp^, and from that side they determinod 
to make the attack. The following clay Major Munro, leaving 
a sufficient guard for the city of Benares, marched with the 
xnain body of the army up the left side of the river, and took 
up a position opposite the fort, near the preset^t cavalry can¬ 
tonment of Sultanpore/^" 

Before commpoing opibrations, Major, Pemble summoued 
the place to surrender, ,sc4rling the Governor-an order from 
the Emperor tp that The Governor Mahoinmud Bu- 

sheer Khan, either from'kiraidity or a disinclination to ,the 
cause of the Nawaub Vuzier, was inclined ui! show his respe.ot 
to this summons ; but the garrison exhibited a much more 
determined spirit, and turning the Governor out of the fort, 
appointed the Killedar, an old and gallant officer, to conduct 
the defence. Every preparation being now comp,UHed, two 
batteries were, thrown up,—one against the south-west angle 
of the fort, the other on the oast side, directed against 
the point of junction of the upper and lower forts. The flire 
from the field^pieces and the 8-inch howitzers annoyed the 
garrison, and kept down the fire from the ramparts ; but the 
work of breaching was very slow, ovnng to its being necessa¬ 
rily confined to the 2 eighteen and 2 twelve-pounders. Two 
guns were also placed in battery on tho north bank of the 
river, by Major Munro ; but did little execution except to the 
buildings. At length the main broach at tho south-west 
angle being reported practicable on the 2nd of December, it 
was resolved to make the assault on the following morning, 
an hour before day-break. 

The storming party consisted of the Company of Gadots 
and the European Grenadiers, with Captain Dow's Bat¬ 
talion (the \^th Is\ LJ ; but by a very imusuai 

arrangement, the Sipahis were appointed to lead, to which 
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-^Lt^iiiistnnoe the failure may probably be attributed. lheA.0. nm, 

. , . • ^ . \ Dcofluiber. 

whole party left the trenches at the appointed time, and 
reuohud the foot of the bill without a shot being fired. 

They soon found however, that the enemy were fully aware 
of their intention and prep.'ired for reeistance. The Si- 
pahis led the way up the ascent with great coolness and 
resolution, but they had scarcely proceeded a few yards, be- 
fore a smart fire was opened upon them from the ramparts 
and, which was much more efieetual in obstructing their pro¬ 
gress, large masses of stone were rolled down, not only from 
the breach,-but from the towers cn either side; these bound¬ 
ing along with great velocity, crushed to pieces all those oti 
whom they fell, and thus the assailants were swept down by 
ten and twentie.s, and hurled, bruised and stimned to the bot¬ 
tom. The Sipahis astonished at this novel mode of resis¬ 
tance from which they suffered so severely, began to relax in 
their endeavours and finally gave way, bearing back the Ca¬ 
dets in their immediate rear and the European Grenadiers, 
who supported the whole. Captain Dow did his utmost, by 
persuasion and example, to induce bis men to persevere in 
the attempt: and he gave them a convincing proof that the 
broach was practicable, by reaching its summit himself, ac¬ 
companied by' his serjeant-major, where alone they gallant¬ 
ly maintained their footing for several minutes, expecting to 
be supported. At length the serjeant was killed, and Captain 
Dow being wounded, was thrown to the bottom of lire steep, 
by which his skull Was fractured, and he was subsequently 
obliged to be trepanned.* There can be little doubt that 
had the Europeans led and some ten or fifteen established 
themselves on the summit of the breach, as Captain Dow and 
his serjeant had done, the place would have been taken. 

Major Pemble now drew off the storming party, and pre¬ 
pared for a second assault,—which took place on the night of 
the 4th. He then changed his arrangements, and placed the 
Cadets and Europeans in front, supported by the Sipahis ; 
but it was unfortunately too late,—the enemy flushed with 
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their recent success, had acquired greater confidence in tho 
strength of their position, to the defences of whioh they had 
added materially in the intervaL The breach itself was 
reiropched, a portion of the rock was scarped for several feet, 
so as to oirer a serious obstacle to any approach ; lauoli of 
the rubbish was lemovedy and fresh heaps of stones were 
collected on the summit. The storming party however, ad> 
>»’ variced boldly, and made several despnsrate eiforta to ascend ; 
but in reality the breach was no longer practicable, whilst 
every attempt broirght’ down a crushing shower of Btones, 
from whioh there was no escape,—and after a display of use- 
" less gallantry, the party was once more withdrawn, The 
Sipalus having the example of the Europeans before them 
OJi this oocasion, no longer exhibited any want of resolution; 
bn the contrary, they nobly vied with the Grenadiers, and, 
in, their daring efforts, many lives were lost. One instance 
of gallantry requires especial notice. In tbs last attempt, 
amongst those who fell was a Cadet of the name of Wilding, 
brother to Captain Wilding, then in command of Captain, 
Swinton’s'Battalion. This young offloei’ lay fearfully brnised 
in tlie breach, when two Sipabis rushed forward and succeed¬ 
ed in extricating him from the masses of stones with which 
Ho was covered, and bringing him off under a shower of si- 
Hiilar missiles, and a hot fire from the ramparts. Mr. Wild¬ 
ing died the next day, but the two Si pah were promoted to 
the rank of Jemmaclars for their chivalrous conduct.^ The 
loss in these two assaults was very heavy in proportion to 
the numbers engaged ; but comparatively few were killed, 
though very many wero disabled for hfe by the itgaries re¬ 
ceived. 

Major Munro hearing that the enemy were collecting.again 
in force, and expecting an attack, recalled the-greater part of 
the detachment across the river on the 5th, on which day 
he issued the following order :—The Commander-in-Ohief 
is rally convinced, from the report Major Pemble has mado 
him, the two assaults made on Chunar Fort miscarrying. 


♦ Caraccioli, vol 2. p. O s 







POSITION COYERING BENaUES. 


491 


%L 


owing to no nnsbohaviour of the troops, l>ut to 
** steepness of the ascent, and to so many being disabled by 
the number of large stories which were tumbled down irorn 
‘‘ the breach. He is much obliged to the officars for tlieir 
gallant bebaviour, and desires the men may be assured he 
shall always regard them in the same manner as if their 
endeavour bad been attended with success. 

. As an action is soon expected with the Vuzier, it be« 

comes necessary that the detachment should join the army, 

leaving a sufficient force to prevent provisions and stores 
bein- brought into the fort: the action being over, tbe 
siege will be carried on again/’* 

Fearing that the enemy might make a detour and attack 
Bonates, Major Munvo broke up his encampment ou tlio 
6tb^ and retired to that city,—where he took up a new 
position outside the walls, on the 7th, on which day 
ihe order of battle was given out in the event of attack ; 
the several corps being encamped in the positions they 
were to occupy, with the guns in tlie intervals. The detach* 
mentleft to watch Chanar, was withdrawn and rejoined the 
army. On the lOih, the Major shifted his position to a 
more convenient spot: a subaltern with'5 companies of Sipa- 
his was detached to take possossiou of a small eminence and 
tank to the left of the new position ; and a company was 
thrown into a small fortified building some distance in front 
of the line: other details were posted in every advantage¬ 
ous spot in the neighbourhood: picqiiets w'oro thrown out 
all around the camp, connected by a double row of sentries ; 
aad the strictest order and discipline observed. Captain Dows 
Battalion was stationed in the Emperor’s camp, for the pro* 
teetion of his person, liumoars were in daily circulation of 
the approach of the enemy, but there was a deficiency of 
correct information, and the movements of the conimauder 
were in some measure fettered by the Council, wd\o were not 
anxious for any further extension of their conqi^sts, and not 
unwilling to secure their success by concluding an advan- 
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Bgeous treaty with the Nawaab Vuzier, if such could bo ar* 
ranged with honour. 

Shoojah-oo Dowlah himself, paralyzed by his unexpected 
defeat at Buxar, had on his part been also most anxious to 
come to terms; and on the arrival of Major Munro at Bena- 
res, the Minister Behnee Behadur waited upon him, commis¬ 
sioned to arrange a treaty. Major Mnnro however, declared 
it indispensable, before any terms could be entered upon, 
that Meet ICossim Klift.i and Siimroo sbould be given up. 
Sboojah-po-Dowlah, who had treated Meer Kossim Khan with 
each cruelty and indignity, had still sufficient good feeling to 
look upon his surrender as an act of infamy, and one which 
would for ever disgrace him in the eyes of bis country¬ 
men. Ho tberoforo represented that this part of the arr 
r.angenumt was impracticable; but if the English would 
waive that demand, he was ready to assent to any other terms 
they might desire to impose, and ho himself offered to pay 
the Company twenty-five lakhs of rupees for the expenses 
of the war, twenty-five more to be divided amongst the army, 
and eight were offered to Major Miinro, as a pe.rsonal 

giff, if ho would exert his iaflaence to bring about the ar¬ 
rangement.**^ The English commander however, was firm m 
his demand for the surrender of Meer Kossim Khan and Sum- 
roo, as a preliminary measure. The former, as already stated, 
had been released by Shpojah-oo-Dowlab the day previous 
to the battle of Buxar; but his means being limited and 
his travelling equipage of the most miserable description, 
his progress had been very slow, and he had not proceeded 
further than Allahabad, when he heard of these negociations, 
in whicdi bis safety was bo deeply interested. Eearing that 
Shoojah-oo-Dowlah might ultimately be induced to give him 
lip, he hastened to get out of his reach ; and thus the Vuzier 
was shortly enabled to state with truth, that compliance with 
that portion of the English demands was no longer in his 
power. As to Sumroo, faithless to all with whom he con¬ 
nected himself, he had already commenced a secret negoeia- 
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ith the Jauths/ for the transfer of the services of his A,|). J7<m. 
Brigade to their cause. Of this Shoojah-oo-I>owlah had pro- 
bably some inkling; for though his pride still forebade him 
to surrender one who was yet in liis service, he proposed, 

—with a strange distinction as to morality or a sense of 
honour and hospitality,-^that tw^o or three British ofBcers, 
acquainted with Siimroo’s person, should he sent to his 
camp, and that he would cause iho miscreant to bo mur¬ 
dered in their presence, at an entertainment to bo given for 
the purpose,*' 

This proposal, so utterly repugnant to European ideas of 
propriety and honour, was of course rejected. At the Vuaier's 
request, Captain Stables, whose knowdedge of the langnage 
rendered him exceedinglyUseful on such occasions, was deput¬ 
ed to visit him, but nothing satisfactory resulted from the 
measure. 

Finding all hopes of' effecting any satisfactory arrange¬ 
ment were vain, Sboojah-oo-Bowlah determined to prepare 
for further hostilities. After his defeat, he had despatched 
several trusty relations and friends to remove hiife treasures 
and family from Fyzabad and Luckoow to Bareilly in Eohil- ' 
kvmd, where he placed them under the charge of Hatiz Rehtnut ‘ 

Khan, the ruler of that district,^—whose faith and friendship 
on this occasion were subsequently ill repaid. He proceed¬ 
ed himself direct to Allahabad, where he remained awaiting 
the result of his negociations; but w^hen these failed, he 
hastened into Bohilkimd, where he visited or met the most 
influential chiefs in that quarter, and entered into a treaty 
of alliance, offensive and defensive, with several of them, 
amongst the principal of whom were Hafi?: Eehmut Kh4n, 

Ahmiid Biingush Khan, and Meer Shah-oo-deen Kluiu, better 
known by the title of Oomaid-ool-Moolk. By their advice 
he also formed an engagement with Mulhar Rao Hol- 
kur, who, since the defeat of his countrymen at Paneeput, 
had fixed hie head-quartera in the neighbourhopd of Gwa¬ 
lior, and possessed himself of all the adjacent districts, 
extending to the Chumhui and the Jiimna.t The liberal 
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ises held out by Sboojah oo-Dowlah, readily iiKluccdi 
i 1 ^^ espouse the cause. Thus reinforoed and supported, 

' \ Sljoqj^ili-Oo-Dowluh inarched again into his own teiUMtories 

i and approached Benares; but the recollection of Eiitar iii- 

! duoed him to keep at n. respectful distance from the English, 

In the meanwhile. Major Munro who was most desirous to 
i Jiave India by one of the later vessels of that season^ had 

; ' requested to be relieved from bis command^ and Major 

CJarnac—who had been restored to the service with the rank 
of Colonel and tlie title of Brigadier-General,—having oppor- 
'tunely arrived, was ordered up to assume tlie oonimand of 
the array; when Mejor Munro, Imving obtained the required 
; ; permission, left the force on the 6tb of January 1765, aC" 

^ ' companied by his personal staff and several other ofBcers. 

Oa the day previous to his departure, he issued tbo follow- 
ing farewell order M ijor Mmiro being now to quit 
: the army, once more returns his thanks to the army ih 

** generah for their good behaviour since ho bad the honour 
** to command them; and if ever it be in bis po wer to oblige 
“ any of the othcers in particular, it will not obly give him 
. . ' infinite pleasure, but they will find him both ready and 

willing/'^ ' ' v, 

* ' The command of the army in the field now devolved upon 

Sir Kobert Fletcher, 

■ Major Munro met his successor, General Carnac, at Cab 

' cutta, and tliere made him fully acquainted with the state of 

affairs, military and political, and laid before bini bis own 
view's and plans upon wdiicli he had acted with so much 
suoeess, and in which, had he remained in cGrnnmnJ, be bad 
resolved to persevere. Tliis duty performed, he embarked 
for bis native country,—there to receive the rewards his con- 
duct had merited. 

It is inipbssible to regard this gloriou.s campaign as other¬ 
wise than highly honourable to the troops employed, and 
most important to the British Government in its results; 
hut it is to the commander that the greatest merit is due. 
When first placed at the head of the.force, he had :no slight 
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Ities to contend ^vith ; tlie conclv\ct of his predeoeesov A. D. nw, 
had lowered the reputation of the British arms, and sapped 
the discipline of tbo force. On his arrival, he found a 
powerful and active enemy in the field, flushed with re¬ 
cent success and confident in their strength and resources, 
whilst the force he.otime to command was in a state of com¬ 
plete iMSubordiuatiou, which only rcqiiireil a single spark to 
hurst out intO: open and dangerous mutiny/ By a system of 
immoveable firmness, strict justice, and kind considcratibn, 
guided by high military akill and experience, he not only 
suppressed all symptoms of discontent and insubordination, 
but completely removed the causes, and eradicated every un* 
iTiiiitary feeling from the minds of the troops. He introduced 
strict discipline wdiero all had been licentiousness, he looked 
to the real interests and raised the character of the Sipuhi, 
and for the first time placed the ‘Native soldier of India on his 
proper footing. But he did more, —he improved the tone of 
the officers, upon whom so awich depended ; ho taught thenx 
to feel an interest in the service, and explained to them the 
necessity for making themselves thoroughly ac'quainted with 
all the detailsof their profession, Havingihusreformed and 
ro-organized the forces under his command, he led them on, 
confident in their powers and resources, to glorious victory ; 
whilst he taught them that great Itssonia the art of war, cau¬ 
tion as dishng'uished from tio)idifcy; although he never hesitat¬ 
ed to engage the enemy under any numerical disadvantages 
where au obfcet was to be gained. Ho never for an instant, 
even after the most complete success, allowed a feeling of 
security to relax in the slightest degree that vSystern of 
vigihmec and prbeaution which he considered at iill times so 
essential. The result was glorious and complete^ advaniagC' 
ous to the Government, and honourable to himself and his 
gallant troops. To Major Hector Munro , the service owes 
a debt of gratitude; for though others before him had led 
the way to victory and exhibited extraordinary displays of 
enterprise, skill and gallantry, he \va.s the first lo in trod uee 
strict discipline, and to place the Bengal Army on that high 
tooting of efficienev which it has ever since maintained. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

FROM THE DEPAUTHRE OF MAJOR MONRO .11^ JANU.ARY ITdA, 
TO THE 0.HOSE OF LOUD CLIVE’S SECOND ADMINISTUATION IN 
FEBRUARY 176T.* 

Whilst Major Munro was maintaining Ih® reputation of 
the British arms on the North-Western PTotitier of the pto- 
vince, other and important events were in conreo of opera¬ 
tion at Oaldntta and in England, all bearing on the Com; 
pany’s position and progress in Bengal. 

It has been already slated, that the Nawaub Meer Jaffier 
Khan had returned to Caloutta from the camp, vvith Major^ 
Carnac in June This was a .measure for which the 

Council were particularly desirous: the treasury was'exhaust¬ 
ed, and the only hopes of replenishing it rested on the 
Nawanb, from whom it, was determined to obtain a Buffieient 
supply, or at least as Ihrge an one as could be extorted. In 
addition to the payments, stipulated, in thp troaty of .Tune 
1763, which were yet' uDclischargecl, a promise had been 
drawn from him.far the payment of five lalihs pey nlensein, 
for the expenses of the war, so long as it should last. Thesp 
arrears bad now accumulated to a very heavy demand on the 
part of the Company, which ha was ill prepared To meet: 
The cession of the districts of Biirdwan, Mklnapore, and 
Chittagong to the English, which having been originally 


♦ The uniboritios chiefly refevrefl to in this Chapter, are 
The Seir MtUakherin, Culcntta EditioiiT vol. 2. 

Caracoioli's Life of .Lord Clive, i vols., 8vo. 

Malcolm's Life of Lord Clive, 8 vols., Svo. 

Oleig’y 1 dfe of VVairen Hastinga, 

L rauklin’s Life of Sbah Allmw, 1 vol., 4to. 

VViiiiAma’a Bengal Native.' Infantry, 1 vol., 8vo. 

Verelst’s KnglislvGoveTnment iii Bcugal, 1 vol, 4td. 

Ktmlersley'fi Letters, 1 vol., 

JRepoTio of the Select Committee of the House of Commons, 1772. 

Btjports of the Committee of Secrecy appointed by the House of Comm otia, 1778. 
Anuual Re[^ister*, various years. 

Asiatic Aniiuol Bej^'iater, various years. 

Tlanaord’s Parlmmeatary History, various years. 
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by Meer Eoasim Kh4a had also been insisted A 
upon at the restoration of Meer JafDer Khan, absorbed 
a very considerable proportion of the revenues of the Soo- 
bahdaree, and together with the monthly payment for 
the war expenseg/4eft the Nawaub but half the nominal pro¬ 
ceeds of his Government, wherewith to meet his own public 
and private expenses, and the extra demands then pressing 
upon him. The disturbed state of the country, and the abuse 
of the English privilegesof trade, together,with the infamous 
conduct of the native agents employed by those so engaged, 
added to the confusion and difhoulties in colleoting the 
revenues, and crippled the resources and industry of the 
country. But the'most iniquitous demands, and those that 
pressed most heavily, were of a more private nature, At the 
conclusion of the treaty of 1763, a clause had been insertad, 
by which the Nawaub was bound to indemnify all individuals 
who had suffered any loss during the recent disturbances, the 
amount of which oompensation, it was stated, would not 
exoeed five lakhs of rupees ; but the demand gradually in¬ 
creased to ten^twcnty—-thirty, and finally to fii‘ty-three lakhs 
of rupees, ohiefly . on account of alleged losses by the in¬ 
terruption of an illicit trade. So strong was the prevalence 
of personal interest over public duty, that although the 
claims of the Company were still undischarged, more than 
half of these demands for compensation were extorted from* 
the Nawaub, and tho money immediately lent to Govern¬ 
ment at 8 per cent interest by their own servants, who—how^ 
ever regardful of private advantage,-—were rapidly sinking the 
pecuniary affairs of the Company into a state of ruin. 

According to Mr, Bcrafton, the Nawaub was in fact no more 
than a banker for the Company's feervants, who could draw 
upon him as often and to as great an amount as they pleas¬ 
ed.* When they had exhausted his resources on their own 
account, they became clamorous for the interests of the Go¬ 
vernment; and the unfortunate Meer Jalfier Kb&n, harxassed 
and oppressed by importunities and difficulties, worn out in 
cpnstitution and broken in mind, sickened at Calcutta in 
the end of the year, returned to Moorshedabad, and sank 
into an unhonorecl grave, in the month of January 1765. 
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Mr. Vansittart luul returned to England previous to tbeso 
last events and was succeeded in the Presidents chair by 
Mr. Spencer, the senior Member of Council. The question 
of sucoessioa to the Soobahdareo was one of eonsiclerable 
importance, both to the Company and its servants, Striotly 
speaking, the situation being merely a Provincial Lieutenancy 
at the will, of the Emperor, with him alone the appoint¬ 
ment ought to have rested ; but in the weakness of the om- 
: pire the subordinate Governments had acquired strength, and 
although acknowledging a nominal dependence on the Court 
of Delhi, they disposed of the, succession of their respeo- 
live kingdoms,—for such they had become,*—ns they thought 
proper, without even the form of a refererice to the Emperor, 
beyond a requisition for bis aoknowiedgment of the authority 
assumed! The 8ucce.ssion, except when interrupted by force 
or intrigue, had thus become esatblished as hereditary, and 
on snob grounds two claimants appeared ou the death of 
Aleer JaffierKhan, and both with equal rights in the oye of the 
Maboinmcdan law. Those competitors were, the one a son 
of Meeruu, and consequently grandson of the late Nawaub, 
a boy of about six years of age; and the other, by name 
Nudjai-oo-dowlah, the eldest surviving son of Meer Jaffler 
Khan. 

The Emperor had, as already statedyrepoated^his o.ffer of 
conferring the Soobahdaree of Bengal, Beliar, and Orissa, 
upon the Company, and its acceptance would have been no 
infringement on the rights of Meer Jaflier .Kbdu’s family, and 
would most probably have been welcomed by the inhabitants of 
those provinces themselves, whq w.onldthen have had but one 
set of' oppressors to encouruer instead of two, in the agents of 
the two Governments. ' But though tempted , by tin? substance, 
the Council were too modest to accept the shadow; or poSsi*v 
bly they considered that were the Dewannee to pass into the 
hands of the Company, there would be np Nawaub, froih 
whose treasury they could enrich themselves on the plea 
of presents, restitutions, compensation, &c.,—the frequent 
periodical assertion of which demands, had been reduced to 
systemy Although the Council declined the offer of the 
Emperor for themselves, they never contemplated allowing 
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speedily decided the question by placing Nucljm-oo^Dowlah 
on the tnasriiid* The minority of Meeruu's son> which 
might have thrown the regency into the hands of tlio* Go¬ 
vernment, seemed to point him out as the fitter selection; 
a point strongly noticed afterwards by the Court of Directors, 
Avh(y highly disapproved of the election made. Judging by 
the results, the inference of Mill regarding the motives that 
actuated the Council in the choice, is probably the correct one: 
NndjEM)0'-Dowlah could give presents, the infant son of 
MeeriUii~-Twhoso revenues must be accounted for to the Com- 
pany—could not."'^^ 

TJiat the selection was a profitable one to those concerned, 
is evident from the following list of presents received :—• 


Mr. Spender,.^.. Es. ^^00,000 

Mr. Johnstone,. 287,000 

Mr. Senior,.,*....,.. 17^^,o00 

Mr. Middleton,.... ..... 122,500 

Mr. Leycester,.. ... 112,600 

Messrs. Playdell, Burclet, and Gray, each 100,000 
Mr. Gideon Johnstone,... 50,000t 


Mr. Johnstone, an active, enterprising, but an intriguing 
and unscrupulous man, had been mainly instrumerUal in 
bringing ‘about this arrangement, and his share was conse’- 
quently so large. Mr. Gideon Johnstone was his brother, 
and not in the service, which renders his being inclacled in 
the list not a little rernarhable, and strongly shews the influ¬ 
ence of the elder brother, All the other racipienis were Mem¬ 
bers of Ooimcil. 

Experieuce during the government of Meer Jaffier Khan 
having slicwn that no assistance could be expected from the 
military force of the NaAvaub, the Government wisely determin¬ 
ed to take the defence of the Country entirely into their own 
hands, and to allow only so many troops to be kept np by the 
State, as were nec 0 .ssary for parade or the collection oi’ the 
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■and ft formal treaty to this effect was concluded 


OPINIONS IN KNOLANO. 



with NucIjm-oo-Dowlah in February 1765* The cession of 
the revenues of the three Provinces granted by Meer Kossim 
Khan and Meer Jaffier KhAn was again guaranteed, as also the 
continued payment of five lakhs of rupees during the wat, 
and such portion on its tornunation as should be rendered 
necessary to cover the military expenses of tho* Company* 
The Civil Government was also in reality vested in the 
Council, as the Nawaub bovind himself to appoint a Deputy 
or Naib Soobah, who should have the entire management of 
—the appointment or removal of whom should be 
subject to tbe approval of the CoimciL 

The privilege of inland free trade was granted to ftll 
English inhabitants of the province, with the single ex¬ 
ception to a duty of per cent., leviable on salt alone. The 
young Nftwaub was exceedingly desirous to appoint as Naib 
the intriguing Nund Komar, who had obtained groat influence 
over him ; but although the Council had in Meet Jaffier Khan's 
case, refused to listen to Mr Vansittart's objections to the in¬ 
famous character of that individual, and had then supported 
his appointment, they having now no similar factious objeot 
to serve, wisely refused to sanction his nomination, and ap¬ 
pointed Mahommud Reezah Khan, probably the ablest and 
best man who could have been selected* 

la the mean time, the important political and military 
transactions of the past two years had excited considerable 
anxiety on the part of the Court of Directors and the Pro- 
priotors in England. The intelligence of the disturbances 
under Mo:)r Kossim Khdn,—the factions in the Council,— 
the declaration of war,—the victories of Major u^i,dams,~the 
massacre at Patna,—the vacillation of Major Carnac^-^the 
prospect of hostilities with the Emperor axid Nawaub of 
Oude, and the mutiny of the troops, had all come upon 
them in rapid succession, and they had daily felt more con¬ 
vinced of the necessity for the guidance and control of some 
superior mind. Notwithstanding that ^olonel—now Lord 
Clive, had ended his career in India with insult and reproach 
to his employers, the eyes of all not influenced by party 





lOKD CLIVE APPOINTED GOVERNOR. 


501 


%L 


nion^ turned towards him as the fittest perfion for the A. D. 
exigeticj. His gallantry and success bad been aoknowledg/ 
ed by his Sovereign, the Ministry, and the Directors; he had 
been raised to the Peerage by the title of Lord Clive, Baron 
Clive of Idassey in Ireland, and had also been promoted to 
the rank of Major-General, and nominated a Compaaion of 
the Order of the Bath* Ho now took an active part in 
the transactions of the Company, in whoso funds he had 
become a very extensive proprietor. There was, however, 
li strong party opposed to him in the Court of Directors, 
foremost amongst whom was Mr. Sullivan, the Deputy- 
Chairman, A curious scene of party intrigue and con¬ 
tention ensued, the details of which would be irrelevant, if 
not uninteresting; suffice it to say, that Lord Olivo was soli¬ 
cited to take upon him the station of President of Bengal, 
and the command of the Company s military forces, upon his 
arrival at that Presidency; that he demurred and named 
conditions,—and finally having carried his several objects, ac¬ 
cepted the appointment. 

Vested with increased powers, both military and civil, 
ha sailed from England on tho 4th of June 1764, accom¬ 
panied by Messrs. Sumners and Sykes, who, together with 
General Oaniao and Mr. Verelst, then in Bengal, were 
nominated to form a Select Committee, of which tho 
Governor was to be President, empowered to assemble and 
act on their own authority, as often as they deemed it 
expedient, without consulting the Council, cr being sub¬ 
ject to its control. Tho new Governor and his assistants 
were specially instructed to carry out several important 
reforms, the necessity for which was sufficiently apparent. 

The glaring and itnblushing corruption of the Company’s 
Civil servants was to be put down with a strong hand, as also 
the whole system of the inland trade ; a better administration 
of justice and revenue was to be introduced and a reduction 
in the expenses of tho Government cfieoted, especially in 
the Military department. Such was the Augean task to 
which the new Government and bis Committee were to ad- 
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C3a themselvesj as soo'ip as the war should be conclucleti 
and trauquilUty restored. ' 

Whilst they were ou their way to India, the successds of 
Major iVIanro bad roade a considerable change in the state of 
affairs, and rendered an early and satislaotory termination of 
hostilities, a contingency by no xnearis improbable. Major 
Sir Bobert Fletcher on assuming the command of the Army, 
issued a general order, coniirmingall previous orders promwb 
gated by Major Munro, which he directed to be strictly ob¬ 
served, specilically reversed by any subsequent general 

order.^ He made a few changes in tho dispositions of the 
camp, and remained quiet for a day or two, waiting to see if 
the inteiiigeneo of Major Munro’s departure would encourage 
Shoojah-oo-I>bwhdi to make his long threatened attack: 
bat the Nawaub Vuitier had too vivid a recollection of 
his defeat at Biixar to hazard a second engagement, esp 0 '» 
cially as his force was now far inferior in numbers to the one 
which he had been enabled to bring into the field on that 
disastrous occasion; whilst the English Army had been eon- 
sklerablytreinforced, both from Patna and Calcutta. He now 
adopted a wiser arrangement, and taking advantage of his supe-* 
dority in co>valry, hlitassed the oo.mp incessantly with bodies 
of horse, and endeavoured to out off the communication and 
'euppiies. About this tiiae, Nudj uf-IChan, a chief of consider¬ 
able note and influence, joined the Emijeror with a small force 
from Bundelkund, which helped to strengthen the Eng¬ 
lish in cavalry, the want of which they had hitherto found 
a serious drawback; and a further detail of Europeans, 
together with several officers, having joined from Patna, 
Major Fletcher determined to endeavour to bring the enemy 
to action. Accordingly, having ascertained.by bis spies the 
exact position of the enemy,’and that Bhoojab-oo'Dowlah and 
Bumroo were encamped a little apart from each other, he issued 
an order on the 14th of January for the march of the troops 
that evening, with the intention of surprising the Nasvaub’s 
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/The ordex of advance and of battle to be observed was a. d. xTwa 
felrrly laid down, and the order went on to say — Snjah-al- 
Dowlah havirig said privately to his principal officers, tlxafc 
** he will leave his camp standing for our troops to plunder; 
and as soon as he finds them dispersed, will return and cut 
them to pieces; it is therefore recommended to the troops 
in general to avoid plundering, the captains of the seapoy 
battalions are desired to swear their laeri on the alcpran, 

** that tSiey will neither plimcler nor leave their platoons with* 

'■■‘ out orders,’* 

The troops marched all night, but found themselves at 
daybreak only a short way from camp,—partly *owing to 
their having lost their road, and partly to the delay caused 
by the Artillery,—the ordnance bullocks not being abjo 
to keep up with the lofantry, or to drag the gunS'across 
a dry nullah that interrupted their march. " All hopes of 
a surprise being thus frustrated, the army encamped neax 
the village of Seapoor, whero the enemy’s horse'soon ga¬ 
thered round them, and commenced a series of p<?tty haraas- 
ing attacks. Sir Eobert Fletcher now saw that tbe^only plan • 
to avoid this annoyance, was to commence and maintain a 
rapid and determined pursuit of the enemy, and with this 
.object in view, be made his arrangements accordingly. lie or¬ 
ganized an eifeolive bazar, gave tho Kutwals strict injunctions 
to sell no grain to any one except Sipahis or such camp fol¬ 
lowers as produced an order from an officer: he laid in provi¬ 
sions for sovon days, and directed that all officers’ servants and 
camp fbllowers should provide themselves to the same extant! 

The heavy guns, the Engineers’ park, tho greater part of tho 
Pioneers, Bildars, and Lascars, were left at Benares, with a 
strong detachment of Europeans, four Battalions of Sipahis, 
the Company of Artillery, and a party of Mogul Elorso; 

"Major Stibbert, who had been detached to Lucknow with two 
I3attalions of Slpahis, was recalled to Benares; and with tho 
j'emaindcr of the force, consisting of about 800 Europ^xan 


* Cfiruccioli, voJ. 2, jtp. dOC^T.—It mast be borne in iiaind that at this periorl tho 
majority of the Sipabis were Moosulniaas, enlisteU from tho number of ndventurens 
the constant etragglos and wars m Bengal had brought down from the 
Nonliem Proviuccs in search of employnieiit. 
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Infantry, the 1st Company of Artillery,^ Battalioiig of Sipahis, 
the European Cavalry, the greater portion of tho Mogul 
Horse, and Ntniljuf Khan^s Cavalry, he determined to follow 
111 ) the ouemy, and either bring them to aoUon, or drive 
them out of the country. 

On the morning of the IBtb, the Major re-OQinmenced iug 
march and reached the enemy a camp, wljiioh after a feeble 
show of rosistapee, was abaudonod, and the army took pos^ 
session of it. This had scarcely been effected, when it com¬ 
menced to rain heavily, and the enemy's horse-— wlxo had been 
on the watch for some confusion Consequent on the capturd 
of the camp, and the usual plundering to be expected on 
such occasions —seemed determined to take aclvfmtage of this 
circumstanee ; calculating that the rain woold have rendejrod 
the guns and riiusketry useless, they>advanced to charge the 
right of the camp. A very effective round from the field- 
pieces soon undeceived them as to the state of the Artillery 
^ ; they immediately drew olF in greater haste than they 

' advanced. Had they persevered, it is probable that the 
' ■ clumsy ill-constructed muskets then in, have been 
found very inefficient at such a momen't—an opiniori enter¬ 
tained by an officer of the force, who observes, that “ffiad they 
** had the courage to Imve charged us at this critical mo- ' 
‘‘ meat, wlioii in a manner, the Army' was deluged, they 
might have cut off a great number of us, as I do not 
• imagine that one musket in fifty would have gone ofiV'^ 
When the rain ceased, the enemy were once more observed 
in position, upon which Sir Eobert Pletcher again adVariced, 
whoa they finally broke and fled: a large portion ,wa» 
dispersed, and Shoojali-oo*Dowlah was unable to show front 
/ again. The loss on either side appears to have been trifling ; 
Lieutenant Volham of the Infantry is the only casualty trace¬ 
able. t On the 19th, the Major followed in their track, and, 
on the 20th, encamped at a short distance from Juanpore. 
Hero he was joined by MHjor Stibbert, with the two Batta¬ 
lions from Lucknow; and ascertaining that Shoojali-oo- 
Dov/Iah’s force was in full retreat, and greatly reduced, be 


• Caraccioli, vol. 2, p. 467.—Annual Kogister for 1765, p, 13, 
f General Military Kegister. 
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that offlaer to proceed to Boiiares, to assuaie tho A.0* izc*'. 

* « 1 fj' 1 

oommand of the Brigade stationed thero, and to ky^ 
again to the fott of Ghunar; whilst a portion of the heavy 
guns, amaumition, and Engineer's park^ was ordered up by 
water from Benares to Allaliabad, whither ho hastened him¬ 
self with the reniaincier of his force, havihg throwu a small 
garrison into juanpore, He arrived before Allahabad in 
the beginning of T?’ebruaryy and being joined by the boats 
with the siege artillery and stores, immediately con'jaienc'tjd 
operations. Nudjuf Khan, w^ho was well acquainted with 
the defences of this fortress, pointed out a weak spot in the 
rampartS;, which could be easily breached, aijd was badly 
flanked. Batteries were quickly erected, the guns placed 
in position, and a few^ hours firing brought down the greater 
part of the wall, against wdiioh they were directed^ Several 
heavy guns, which had been found in Shcojah-oo-Dowlah s 
caihp when it was taken on the 18th, wyro also placed in bat¬ 
tery, and assisted .materially in tlie reduction of his O'^ii > 
stronghold. The Governor of the fortress, Alee Beg Khttn., 
alarmed at these rapid and determined proceeding#, offered 
to treat ; and Major Fletcher, who could ill afford to risk the 
loss of any portion of lus small force at such a distance from 
support, readily listened' to his overtures. Rajah Sbi tab Roy 
was deputed to arrange the terms, when it w^as agreed that the 
garrison should be permitted to depart wlfenever they pleased 
with their private property ; and that tlie fort, with all dm 
ordnance, ammunition, and stores, and all the treasures and 
property of the Nawaub Vu^ier, should ho given up 16 tlie 
English. The conditions having been mutually agreed to, 

Alee Beg Kban surrendered the fort on the 11 th of February, 
and marching out with bis garrison, received a sale conduce 
from Sir Robert Fletcher and the Emperor, to join his master, 
who had taken refuge in Rohilkund.^ 

Captain Jenulpgs of the Artillery, who conducted the ope¬ 
rations of t)\e siege and who, as Commandant of the Artillery, 
had for the last two or three years been acting as a field 


* Caraccioli, voU', p. 'tO'SKr-AauuiU Uc^ister fur 1760, jv. li.—Seir Matalcheiia, 
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OflSeer, apparently 'with Brevet Army rank, although still a 
Bei^amental Captain, wae now promoted to a Majority for hia 
conduct on this occasion, to which grade ho was fully entitled 
by his standing in the service.'^ 

On the same day, intelligenoe was received that the fort 
of Chiinar had surreudered to Major Stibbert. That officer 
had lost iio time in investing the place, and having more 
extensive means than were available on the former oocasioi), 
tbo operations were carried on with great energy, and a much 
better prospect of success. More caution also was exhibit¬ 
ed, of which dear bought experience had taught the ne¬ 
cessity. Under the able suporintendence of Captain Win- 
wood, who commanded the 2nd Company of Artillery, 
and conducted the attack, three good praotioable breaches 
were eftected before any preparations were made for as¬ 
sault; and when all was at length ready, the Killadar of¬ 
fered to surrender. This gallant old soldier, who had so 
ably resisted the former 'aUnok, would not readily have given 
up now without a struggle, notwithstanding the desperate 
state of affairs, had he not been ootnpelled to do so by the 
mutinous conduct of the garrison, who being greatly in ar¬ 
rears of pay and in extreme distress for provisions, refused to 
hold cut any longer, or to serve a master who had fled and 
left tliem to perish by famine or the sword. On the 8th of 
February, the Killadar surrendered the keys of the Fort to 
Major Stibbert, at the same time saying, with tears in his 
eyes, ** I have encleavovired to act like a soldier; but deserted 
by my prince, and with a mutinous garrison, what could 
I do ? God and you (laying his hand on the Koran and 
pointing to bis soldiers,) are witnesses that to the faith 
of the English I now trust my life and fortxine.*’ Touched '' 
by his gallantry and his time-honoured grey hairs, Major 
Stibbert and all his officers paid him every compUment and 
attention in their power, and granted honourable terms to 
the garrison, a large portion of whom enlisted in the Com¬ 
pany s Service.f 

* General Military Register, 

Caraccioli, vol. 2, p. 40S.—-Seir Mutukberiii, vol. 2, p, SO'd,—Annual Rogisier 
for p. 14. 
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ill GBo week, by a oombinatton of enterpnso and 
skill, the two most important fortresses in Shoojah*oo- 
Bowlah's possession fell without loss into the hands of the 
English; and the judicious arrangemonte by which these 
important objects were attained, were equalled by the modera' 
tion of the two Commanding Officers, and the ©toady and 
good conduct of dhe mtm, 

I]h.e loss of those two strongholda completely damped the 
hopes of the Nawaiib Vuzier^s partisans, and the whole 
country submitted to the Emporor and the , English^ without 
any fiiriber attempt at resistauce. 

The thanks of the Governor and Gouncil were shortly 
afterwards oflioially notiSed to the officers and men, for tboir 
conduct on Uiese two occasions. 

0;:i the ISth of February, Brigadier-General Carnao joined 
the army at Ohunar, Jraving shewn his usual want of alacrity, 
by remainirig in Calcutta and taking two months to join his 
command, although from the first date of bis appointment 
an action had been almost daily expected. In consequence 
of this delay. Majors Fletcher and Stibbort gained the honours 
which be wanted energy to secure;; and when he did at 
length a$eume the command, be found .that there was no 
longer any enemy in tko field, and that little remained for 
him to do but settle the political aiKl revenue aflairs of ^he 
provinces now brought under subjection to the Emperor and 
the Company.^ 

The first order ho bad tO; issue, was an agreeable one, an- 
nonnoing the thanks of the Court of Proprietors in England 
to the officers and men who had served unde^’ Major xldams, 
for their conduct during that campaign ; in publishing which, 
he observed—The Commander-in-Obief has the highest sa- 
tisfaction in notifying the same, and makes no doubt that 
the like honour will be oonferred upon the army, as soon 
as the good service, since rendered by it, is known at 
’* home.”t - 

The notification itself was as follows 
“ At a General Court of Proprietors, held the 5th May, 


C«racoioli, vol. 2, p. 465. f IbitJ, p, 470* 
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J764. it was iinanimoiisly resolved tlmt their tbanks Bhoiild 
ho given to the officers and soldiers, who by their gallant 
behaviour, under the command of Major Ad,arns^ werc^tho 
means of saving the Company’s Settlements in Bengal 
from immediate danger;” 

The force ii/.the field at this time amounted to nearly 1000 
European Infantry, including the Bombay detachment, the 
whole divided into 20 Companies, of which that detachmerjit 
formed one, commanded by Captain Hamilton ; the [stand 
2nd Companies of Artillery, which had been considerably in¬ 
creased by recruits and by drafts from the Infantry and from 
the 8rd Company in Fort William, and now together o mounted 
to upwards of 250, including all ranks ; the European Cavalry, 
upwards of 60 strong ; the EiiTopoan Company of Pioneers, 
with 50 rank and file; the Mogul Hers^,'upwards of 1200 
strong, under the command of Captain Graham, divided into 
sik squadrons, each under a Subaltern officer, and each squa¬ 
dron consisting of three troops, together with M Batta¬ 
lions of Sipahis. Of this force, it appears, that about 
800 men, or six Companies of European Iniantry; the 
2nd Company of Artillery, with a large proportion of the 
I^ascars, a detail of tho Pioneers; one or two squadrons of 
Mogul Horse, and six Battalions of Sipahis, formed the 
Brigade under Major Stibbert at Chunar. It is impossible to 
trace out exactly the whole of the native corps with this por¬ 
tion of the Army; but the following formed a portion of 
it, \iz ,—the 1st or Major Stibbert's Battalion ^the presmt %th 
Begi^N. IJ, under the command of Lieutenant NiGon,the8cl or 
Captain Hugh Grant's Baitalxon {'the present ^thRegt'N. fij, 
and the Oih or Captain Buffields Battalion f the present \(^th 
N, 1>), [that officer having succeeded Captain Trevannion,^^* 


♦ The following oircumstftnees attending the death of tbi? gallimt oificer, are 
mentionedhy Captain William 3. 

He had left the^irmy after the battle of Buxar, having been summoned th give 
evidence before the Council at Calcutta 

« On hia vay down, he spent a day with his old friend, Captain John W 
who then commanded at IVfonghyr, and after dinner, they took a vvalk to the Bill 
in the Fort, on which the great house now stands, and from which tliereis a most 
beautiful piospect Ho said to his friend, in a joke, ‘that when he died, he 
should like to be buried there.’ Having settled his businosB with the Honourable 
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OB the preceding Ghristnia3*day,] from vvhoBi the opTps 
received its present name of “ Duffteld/'or more coni'' ^ 
manly There is rofx$on to believe that 

the other three oorps'weve the 2nd, and 15th (i/iej^resent 
and i2l/i Ee(;h\ N. J» and ike Mo^iewnJ Battalions. The 
remainder of the force, was with Sir ]^6bert Fletcher at Alluha- 
bad.vOne Battalion, apparently the 4th ( the present (]th) y was 
stationed at Patna for the defence of that province* The 19th 
B3ttalion, which had been raised the previous year in Galcatta, 
was on its way to join the Army in the field, iiader the pom" 
m and of Captain Hill, svho had also a number of Enrbpeftri 
recruits under hi& charge ; Captain Scotland's Battalion (the 
present 14^,^ had moved from Midnapore to occupy its place ' 
in Fort William, where the 3rd Company of Artillery and 
three Companies of European Infantry were also stationed. 
Captain Harnpton*s Battalion {the present Ath) was still at 
Midnaporo, and Captain Lewis Brown’s Battalion at Chitta- 

General Garnae now prepared for a junotion of the whole 
field force. On the loth, the breaches in the/ort of Ohunar 
were ordered to be repaired, and boats to be collected for the 
purpose of ferrying the Army across the river, and transport- ’ 
lag the heavy stores to Allahabad. On the 18tb, the fo]low'" 
ing order was issued:— ‘ The ComraanderTiivChief requests 
'V that the officers of the army will wear rourid their arm tljo 
“ usual marie of military mourning, as a just compliment 
to the memory of Meet Jaffier Ally Cawn, a person tb! whom 
the Army is so much indebted. By applying to the 
Quartor-Master, they will be supplied with crape for that 
‘V purpose.” On the 39th, the artillery and ordnance stores, 
with Captain Grants Battalion, crossed the river and env 
camped on the opposite side. On the 21st, the remainder of 
the Force commenced crossing; and on the morning of the 
25th, the whole Brigade marched towards Allahabad. One 

Board, be svas on his wfty back to the fiold ; but being taken ,ill, bo died the very 
iJ^ay ho arrived r.t Moughyr ahtuit, irhich was the SOth of December 1701; when 
C/ftjjtaiu Wliite., recoUeclmg the spot he stood on at the time 1)0 expi'essed the wish 
before mentioned, ordered a grave to be prepared for him, where his bonos now 
lie, tinder a pluin stone, without an inscription, in front of the great bouse." 

• For a ikU'ihd retunr of the force ou the Otb February, 1 7ar), vide Appendix VV 







/CIjSCTXON OK THE FORCE. 


[CH A 


iia 


®attajlion of Sipahis, wUh a small detail of Artillery antd Las¬ 
cars, were left to garrisoiv tlie Fort of Ohunar; and another Bat" 
talion remainedfor the defeace of Benares; these appear to have 
been the Snd and I2th Battalions,under Captains Nollikens and 
White. Orders were issued against plundering or ill-using' 
the inhabitants of the villages on the line of march, on paia^ 
of being tried for their lives, if soldiers,—or hung on the 
spot, if camp follower’s. 

On the ist March the troops halted on the banks of the 
Ganges opposite to Allahabad, were they were joined by. 
Sir Robert Fletcher, with his Brigade; the l^Jtb Battalioir 
(fiow ike Ihih Ij, with a detail of Artillery, having been- 
left to garrison the fort, under the command of Captain Dow. 
On the 3rd of March, a new division was made of tlie force, 
a smaller Brigade being left with Sir Robert Fletcher at 
Allahabad, independent of the garrison; whilst General Car- 
nao marched on th.o 5th with the romainder, accompanied by 
Major Stihberfc as bis second in command. On the day 
previous to marching, the following order was given out— 
The persons who have lurcarrahs with them, are to give 
in a list of them immediately, and Captain Swinton who 
is appointed to take charge of that business, will supply 
such officers as may have occasion for them on. separate 
** commands, for the sake of intelligence; but whore the 
Commander-in-Chiefis, all intelligence is to pass through 
him only. In future, hircarrahs* wages and all demands for 
intelligence, are to be paid by Captain Swinton, that there 
‘‘ may be but one liiroarrah account/' This must have beau 
a tolerably lucrative appointment, as it enabled Captain Swin- 
ton to retire in the course of a year, with a fortune of seven 
lakhs of rupees.'*^ 

The General having now no enemy in the field, march* 
cd into the Province of Oudo, proceeding via Pampa 
and Juggutpore, to Bareilly, a considerable town in that 
province, where lie halted for several days, making arrange¬ 
ments for the collection of the revenues. On the 23cl, 
the army marched to Kundiah Nullah,, where they encamped 
for some time, Here they were joined by Behnee Behadur, 

* CaraccioH, vol. 3, p. 470. 
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%wMiiuster of tho Nawaub Viv^ier, \vho represented**that A/ 
finding his master’s fortunes desperate, he had left liitn and 
now came to ofler his servides to the Emperor and the Eng¬ 
lish ; hisi knoAvledge of the financial state of the country 
rendered his proffered assistance very acceptable, and he was 
immediately employed in the coriection of the revenues of the 
province. There is reason to believe, however, that hia com¬ 
ing in was a plan concerted with his former master, partly to 
watch the state of affairs in the English camp, and partly to 
withdraw the attention of the General frojn. Shopjah-oo-Dow- 
lahvs pToceodings, who was once more preparing’for an advance 
from Rohilkund iipohthe Lower I)oab, supported % the Mah- 
rattas under Mnlhar Row Holkar, On the 25th of March, Cap¬ 
tain Galliez with bis Battalion f the present RefuS. N, L j 
and two field pieces, with a detail of Artillery,.was ordered fco 
march, with an officer appointed by Hajah Bebnee Bebadur, to 
assist him in collecting the revenues of the district'* On the 
following day, General Oarnao started for Fy;;5abad, the old ca¬ 
pital of Oudo, acoompanied by the whole of the Cavalry, Euro¬ 
pean and Native, under the command of Captain fJraham, and 
Captain Stables’Battalion of Sipabis under 

the command of Captain Niooll, to serve as his body guarch 
The Army remained at Kiindiah Nullah, under the command 
oi Major Stibbert, until the 7th of April, when they marched 
first to Daoudpere and then to Ometah, where they were 
again halted until the ISth. In the mean time, several de¬ 
tachments were sent out to assist the parties selected by 
Bchnee Behadiir, for the collection of the revenues. Lieu- 
tenaut Claude Martine was sent in one direction with five 
Companies of Sipahis, and Ensign Robert Shand with four 
Companies to an opposite quarter. Tlie position assigned to 
this latter officer being at a considerable distance and hia 
presence urgenUy required, liis little party marched 20 kos 
a day for four successive days, or a total of about 160 miles, and 
this without a single man being left behind, for which 
Ensign Shand was thanked in general orders.t It must be 
remembered, that at this time the Bipahis were not encum- 

• CaraocioH, vol 2 , pp. ITS-O. \ IbiM, pp. 473 4* 
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bered with knapsacks, nor were they furnished with camp 
equipage. 

In the mean time, General Carnac, remained at Fyzabad, 
when he lived in the palace of the Nawaub, and held 
diubars, seated on the musniid of the fugitive ruler. Here he 
employed himself in regulating the civil affairs of the province, 
receiving the submission of the various chiefs and ijemindars, 
arranging the collection of the revenuesj- and indulging in 
‘ the state and luxury placed at his command. Ho also eater*' 
ed into a cominunication with Monsieur Gentil, a French- 
•man, who had for some years been in the service of Shoojah- 
oo-Dovvlah, to whom he was still attached, relative to the 
settiement of terms with tho Viuiier. This nCgociation seem¬ 
ed at one time likely to lead to a speedy and satisfactory set¬ 
tlement of affairs; but the intelligence that a large body of 
Mahratttts were in full march for Kulpee, and about to ento: 
the province of Korah,, broke the cornmunication on both 
sides. The division under Major Stibbert marched from 
their camp at Ometah oh the 18th, and proceeded to Daoiid- 
pore, and on the 19th to Kundish Nullah, where Geheral Car-- 
nac joined them. On the 20th, they commenced their mart’h 
for the Doab; and on the 24th they once more encamped 
at Bareilly, where all the sick were left with a detachment 
of Sipahis. On the 27th they crossed the Ganges, and on the 
28th took up a position at Soojahpore,'n8ar the banks of that 
river.^ Shoojah-oo*Dowlah was understood to bo advancing, 
supported by Ghazee-oo-deen Kh^n and the Mahrattas, but 
neither Surnroo or the liohillas had joined him. 

On the 27th, a smart skirmish took place between the 
Cavalry under Captain Graham and an influential Zemmdar 
of the neighbourhood, who had collected a considerable body 
of horse to oppose the English. The enemy were completely 
defeated with heavy loss, and the Zemindar himself was 
killed; but the loss on the side of the English was also 
heavy; Tar Beg, a Russildar of the Mogul Horse, the best 
Cavalry officer in the service, being amongst the slain. 
Nudjuf Khin appears to have gone over to the enemy a short 
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Kefora this, vjith liis quota of 6 or 700 horse, and to A 
have persuaded two companies of Sipahis to accompany him; 
hut they all returned OU' the OOili. It appears that they 
surrendered themselves either through treachery or ft want 
of ammupition, and that Sir .Robert Fletcher moved to, 
thoir support with ICiO European Infantry, 4 .Battalions 
of Sipahis and 4 field-piooes,* The particulars; attend¬ 
ing this desertion and return are enveloped in mystery. On 
the 1st of May, the following order was issued :—“ The inaia 
“ force of the enemy, consisting only of Morattas, who 
“ are commonly more tpr pdiindering thamfighting, seeking 
“ only an opportuaity for falling upon the baggage and cut- 
“ ting to pieces the defenceless followers of the army ; the 
“ G-eiieral recommends it in the strongest terms to the 
“ officer,^ to carry no more baggage than is absolutely neees* 

“ sary; that no soldier or seapoy shall carry their women 
“ with them, but send them over the river, where sudicient 
“ guard will bo appointed for their-safety.’t 

On the followingclay, Sir Robert Fletoher joined the Army 
with his Brigade and Nudjuf Khan's recovered detachment, 
having had some dilScidty in making his way hack to jbe 
Ganges. The order of Battle was then given out, the men's 
aims and ammuniuon inspected and all prepared f'or action ; 
and on the »rd of May, the whole force advanced towards 
Korah, a distance of about 10 miles.J 

Bir Robert Fleteher, who commanded the advance guard, 
fell in with the ^MaliratUi force in the neighbourhood ■ of 
Korab, and a skirmish ensued; but a few rounds from the 
field-pieces speedily threw the enemy into eon fusion and they 
drew off, retreating towards Kulpee. Shoojah-oo-Dowjah find¬ 
ing himself thus deserted, hastened with his own troops to 
regain the protection of the Rohillas; he had previously 
pledged himself to pay the Mahrattas the sum of fifty lakhs 
of rupees for their nesistance ; but ho was so disgusted with 
their conduct on this ocoasion, that ho announced his in¬ 
tention of withholding the entire amount,—resolution to 
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\mh ho iirmly adhored, and which was a constant cauS 0 
of dispute between liimself and that nation for scvevf^ 
years subsequently. The skirmish,—which occurred on the 
anniversary of the former repulse of Slioojah-oo-l>owlah be¬ 
fore the entrenched camp at Patna the previous year,—was 
reported to the Coiuxcil in Calcutta, as a considerable 
victory over the enemy, and was acknowledged as such. 

The General, instead of pursuing the Mahrattas, j3rcpared 
to follow up the diminished force of the Nawaub Vuzier, 
and on the 6th he encamped at Jarjlunow, near the site 
of the present Cantonment of Cawnpore, Here an iinfor- 
turiate affair occurred, whieli caused the loss of several men. 
At a little distance from the camp, was a small ghurric or 
mud fort, with a ditch and a strong wooden palisade •* 
tins was occupied by" a small party of the Viv/ior’s troops 
amonntivig altogether to only 14 men, uilder a native 
officer. This post was so msigniiicant as for sometime 
to escape notice; but when its existence was discovered, Capt. 
Bvvinton was sent with a detachment to take, possession of 
it. On arrival before the place, bo sent for the native 
officer in command, and insisted upon $n immediate sur- 
rondor, to which the latter objected, except upon honour¬ 
able terms. A discussion ensued, in which CapUiu Swin- 
ton appears to have lost bis temper, and in the moat cul¬ 
pable iTianiier to have struck the native Commandant who 
was thus shamefully diiven back to his post. Stung by this 
insult, the) little party determined to sell their lives dearly 
and made a desperate defence. The detachroent under Cap¬ 
tain Swinton was repulsed, and he was obliged to send for 
a reinforcement, with a couple of six-pounders. The guns 
were now^ brought up to the gateway, which they blew open, 
but found the entrance barricaded within. Major Piotcher 
Ijearing the bring, now came up with Captains Goddard 
and Duffield’s Battalions and a party of Bildars, who forced 
tt passage across the ditch and over the walls, wlum the 
defenders having nearly all fallen, the place was takon, but 
with a loss in killed alone, amounting to more than double 
the number of the garrison.'^ 
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aoojtih-6o-Dowlah bad, in the mean time, haatened to'i'-r*- '7(i5. 
Furnickabad, then belonging to Ahnuul Kh^n Buugush, 
where f/ndmg bis affairs desperate, he once more turned Jus 
attention to obtaining terms. Major Stibbert was detached bn 
the litb with a force, consisting of two Battalions of Sipahis, 

—his own, the 1st rwen? 9/4 iV. and Captain Stables' 
f i/ie Matthews) still under the command of Captain Niooll, 
Ijieutenant Eyre s Russallah of Mogul Horse, and a detail 
of Artillery, with 8 six-pounders, under the command of 
Lieutenant Collins. The duty assigned to this detachment 
was the reduction of the Kyrabad district, vrhich. on tho 
departure of the British troops from Oude, had broken out 
into a general insurreetion,. headed by the principal Zumocn,- 
dars of the neighbourhood, who resisted all attempts to 
collect the reveuues. On the approach of Major Stibbert 
they drew their forces together under the command of IVIun- 

ghul Khdn, the leading man in these dhsturbances. A short 

action ensued on the 9nd of June, in Avhicluhe enemy were 

completely defeated, with very heavy loss ; Munghul Khun 
himself with several other Zumeendars was killed. Some loss 
also occurred on the- side of the English, but the result 
of this action was the complete submission of the insur¬ 
gents, and the restoration of tranquillity throughout the pro¬ 
vince. Tins object having been thus sucoesfuHy effected, 

Major Stibbert marched to Lucknow, where he cantoned bis 
detachmeiU during the rainy season.^ 

In the mean time Captain Douglas Hill, with his new Bat¬ 
talion and the detachment of recruits under his command, joined 

the force at Jarihmow; and advices were received from Calcutta 

that two other detaohments, under Major Champion and Captain 
Muir, amounting together to 600 Europeams recently arrived 
from England, had been ordered to form a junction and march 
from Ghyrettie under the command of Colonel Richard Smith 
uccompanied by all the field and other officers available, with 
a view to enabling General Caniao to form a second army or 
division, to be stationed at Patna or on the Karumnassa. as 
m.ght^o tomd most advisable. On this point, however, the 

^ HiaPcioli, vol. % p, ^31.—SccDDcl Report; -Appciulix Nol 
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/U’SnJB. Couiicil observe, ‘*as we can entertain nodoivbtof your zeal 
for the service, we will leave it to your prudence and dis- 
cvetion to act us circumstances may require, since we at tbia 
disitttice cannot possibly bo judges of the exigence of 
affairs but they direct that,—** should a separate corps be 
p.idgacl necessary, Colonel Smith, and the field officers 
under him, will of course have the command. The rest 
will j5)in you with all possible expedition.” 

Colonel Smith, having met with an accident owing to a 
fall from his horse, the command of this detachment was 
transferred to Colonel Sir Robert Barker, who marched with 
the party in the beginning of June, Captain Scotland s Bat¬ 
talion (thepreunt 14r/^ Regt. N, IJ having previously been 
dispatched from Calcutta to reinforce the army. 

About this time, Capt. Galliez with hie 
sent I fit Regt^ N, I.) appears to have had a skirmish with the 
enemy, in tlie neighbourhood of the camp, bitt no details of 
the affair are now to be traced.^ 

The Mahrattas, who had retreated beyond the Jumna after 
their check at Korah, finding they were not pursued, and at- 
tribiitiug tliis to weakness, re-entered ihe Doab and resumed 
their ravages ; one portion proceeding towards Allahabad, 
which Captain Dow who had been left in command, fully 
expected would bo attacked,-whilst the main body carried 
their devastations to within a few miles of the English camp at 
Jarjhmow. It thus became evident, that if some more eflfective 
check v/as not given to these active marauders, the tvhhle 
country would be exposed to^tbeir depredations as soon as 
the English army should bo obliged to go into quarters for 
the rainy season. It was therefore decided to follow them 
up, and either bring them to action, or drive them out of the 
province; in accordance with which determination the follow¬ 
ing order was issued on the 15ili of May :— 

The Army is to be ready to march at a momeut/s warn- 
** ing, as it is not to go far, and will be in the field but a very 
few days, no person is to carry more baggage than is abso- 
‘* lately necessary.” 
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Captain Hill, with the Battalion under Ids cornruRnd, is a. .0. natf. 
to roniain on the ground for the protection of the boats 
and baggage* He is to be joined by the recruits and awk- 
ward man, lately collected into a body micjer tlio command 
of Ensign Musket; the sick Europeans and Natives are 
.also ordered to remain behind, under the care of Mr. Dunn, 

” Surgeon/’^ On the following day the Army commenced 
its rnarch in piirsuit of the eneiny. 

Ou the 3rd of May, Lord Clive arnvod at Calcutta, and 
took his seat in Council* The news of his arrival reach¬ 
ed camp on the .18th, on the morning of which date it was 
in orders that '' A salute of twenty guns ia to be fired at 
** one o’clock in the aftornoon, on occasion of Lord Olive's 
“ arrival at Calcutta, to take on him the charge of Governor 
“ and Commander-in-Obiefi &o.”t 
On the the Army encamped on the banks of the 

Jumna opposite to Kulpee, in the vicinity of which the enemy 
had taken up their position. The 21st was spent In pre¬ 
parations for crossing the river ; and on the morning of 
tlio 22nd, Sir Eobert Fletcher with a strong detachment, 
ms ferried over, and prepared to stornt a mud fort on the 
flank of the enemy s line; this was evacuated bolore the 
troops arrived. They then pushed on to another simiiai: 
post, which the enemy were leaving as they reached it Sir 
Eobert Fletcher ordered an immediate attack, and a spirited 
action ensued, during w.l.uch the British field-pieces and mus¬ 
ketry made a great slaughter amongst the enemy’s gholea of '‘ ^ 

horse, whilst the bayonet drovg them in rapid succession iroin 
every position they attempted to hold. The action, which was ; 
a very desultory one, lasted for upwards of an hour, and 
ternhnated in the complete defeat of the Mahrattas,—the 
broken nature of the ground, intersected in all directions by 
deep ravines, being ill adapted to the movemeiits.pf Cavalry, 


^ Carftccioli, vol. 2 , p. ISl. 
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of which their force was almost exclusively composed, and 
ftorving materially to embarrass their retreat. Their loss on 
tllig occasion is stated to have been very heavy but the English 
also suffered Considerably, although the amount of the casu¬ 
alties is not rooordod. The result of this defeat freed the 
Doab from any immediate prospect of attack, the enemy 
making the boat of their way towards Gwalior.^ 

On the following day, orders were given out for tho return 
of the troops in two separate divisions. Sir Robert FletciF.jr 
commanded tho advance and Major Jennings the rear. The 
following were the orders on the occasion, dated SJrd May 
“ Four hundred Europeans are to march ofi* to-morrow morii- 
ing, with eight pieces of cannon to follow at day-break 
escorted by Capt. GaJiiez’s battalion of Sepoys, arid a 
‘‘ Bassallaof Cavalry. The Europeans are tg march off at 
“ 2 o’clock. The rest of the Army is to follow the next day, 
imcior the command of Major Jennings.''t 
General Carnac marched with the advance the first day, and 
then proceeded to Jajjhmowby dak. On the fiOtli, the whole 
forces bad arrived at Jarjhmow^, when the army was mustered 
and paid. Whilst the Gamp was stationed at this place, a 
Court-^ilartial was held upon Captain Wra. Smith, Captain Sir 
Alexander MacKenzie, Lieut, Gabriel Harper, and several 
Ofher officers, for insubordination:; the circumstances attendant 
upon which, arose out of the introduction of Captain Mac- 
Pherson of the Bombay Service into the Bengal Army, to the 
superoessioa of the majority of the Captains then in the field. 
The worst feature of this transaction was that of its being a 
pecuniary arrangement with Captain Witchoott, who coin> 
manded the 5th/Cnoiv Battalion. That officer, in 

consicleration of a sum of 10,000 Rupees, paid him by Oaplain 
MaePherson, retired from the service on the 27th February, and 
Captain MaePherson having sufficient interest, got appointed, 
riot only to his vacancy in the army as a Captain, retaining 
his standing in the Bombay detachment in which he had been 
appointed aCaptain by brevet onthe2nd October 1763,but also 
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eding to the cominand of the \'acantBattalion. This pro- A, rj. )t(Si5. 
ceecling created a general feeling of discontent amongst the 

•Bengal oilioers, who memorialized the Council in strong terms 
and threatened to throw up their commissions in a body, if the 
order was not repealed. This feeling continued for two or 
three months, and at one time the most serious consequences 
were apprehended, and the Council were at a loss how to act. 

A compromise was, however, finally effected, by Captain Mac- 
Pherson offering to come in as junior Captain in the army, 
whicdi was agreed to, and he was permitted to retain hi.s com- 
rannd of the 5lh Battalion.* The officers above mentioned, 
who had been confined by Sir .Eobert Fletcher in the end 
of April and left in arrest at Allahabad during the recent 
operations, had been amongst the most conspicuous in 
this confederacy; but they all appear either to have been 
acquitted, or to have escaped with a mere reprimand, as 
we find them shortly afterwards performing their duties and 
receiving promotion. 

The sick and wounded Europeans and Natives, together 

with the heavy stores, were now sent down the river in boats 

to Allahabad, and the whole force was held in readiness to 
march in tho same direction. On the 6th of dune, tiip fol¬ 
lowing order was issued The Bombay detachment and 
“ the Pioneer company, Captains Craut and Ironside’^ bat- 

“ talions of senpoys^ the two Enssalahs of black cavalry, and 

“eight pieces of cannon are to march to-morrow mornihg 
“ at day-break to Boinoupoor, from vvltenoe they are to cros.s 
“ the Ganges as speedily as possible; Mr. Todd, Commis- 
“ sary, is to dispatch down tho necessary boats for that pur- 

pose/'t 

On the 8i:b, Oaptnin Dnffield‘s Battalion crossed the river 
and on the 11 tli and ]2th, the remainder 6f tlie nrmy was ferried 
over. On the i4th they commenced their march down the left 
bank, and on the 25th they encamped opposite to Allahabad. 

On the following day, the foi'ce was formed into three divisions, 
for the piH'postt of being more conveniently distributed into 
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. cantonments during the approaching rainy season. One divi- 
sion crossed the river, and was stationed at Allahahad, as 
a gan’ison for tlmt importo^ die aecond and prin¬ 

cipal one marched to Juanpore, where they took up their 
quarters : and the tliird marched to Benares, where they 
arrived on the 4th of July.^ 

It is not to be supposed that operations of this active 
nature could liave lic^n carried on during the hottest season 
of the year witliout causing serious loss, espeoiaily in the 
European portion of the force. The European Battalion 
and tho Artillery suffered heavily, but not so much at the 
time, as on their return to cantonment; and a number of 
officers appear to have sunk under the fatigues and exposure: 
—^amongst the casualties of this period are to be traced the 
names of Captaiiis-Lieutenant Wiliiarn Hays and Charles 
Jeimmrdl of the Artillery; Captains Honry Spelman, Thomas 
Bonnaker and Boss of the European Battalion; Lieutenant 
John Dangerheld of the Cavalry ; and Lieutenants Talley and 
Thomas Sturges, JJnsigns William James and Weston Green- 
water of the Infantry generally. 

It is now necessary to narrate the details attendant on the 
submission of Shoojah-oo-Dowlah after the defeat of the 
Mahnufas at Korah. He had, as already stated, retired to 
Furruckabad, then in the. possession of Ahmucl Kh/in Bun- 
gush. Here he found his affairs rendered desperate, owihg 
to the coolness of tho Itohillaha towards Ihs cause; who 
were not to be induced to maintain a campaign irgair^ 
Emperor and one in which they had no personal iDterest, 
whilst their forces were required nearer home and to the de¬ 
sertion of Sumroo, who, with his Brigade, had at length taken 
service with the Jaths, a measure which he had long been 
negociating ; whilst the conduct of dio Mahrattaa at 
had shewn how litt.lo dependence was to be placed on ihoir 
aid and support. Under these circumstances he renewed 
his etforrs to bring about an accommodatlcu with the Engjisli 
and tho Emperor, through the medium of >Shitah Boy and 
■Mousieiir Geutil; when ascertaining that the General and 
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wero not disiaclined to come to reasonable terms, A. D. 1765. 
he made up his mmd to surrender in person, and throw 
himself upon their generosity, On the 10th of May he ad- 
dressecl the following letter to Oeaeral Oarnao :— 

It is known all over the world, that the illustrious chiefs 
of the EngliBh nation are constant and unchangeable in 
th;hr friendship, which my heart is fully persuaded of. 

The late disturbances were contiary to my inclinations ; but 
'' it was so ordered by Providence, I now see things in a pro* 
per light, and have a strong desire to come to you: and I 
am persuaded you will treat mo in a manner befitting your 
** own honour. You have shewn great favours to others; 
when you become acquainted with me, you will see with 
your own oj^es, and be thoroughly sensible of my attach¬ 
ment, from wdjich I will never depart while I have life* 

I am this day, 26th of the moon, arrived at Belgram ; 
pl^iase God, in a very short time I shall have the happiness 
of a meeting with you. As for other particulars I refer 
you to Monyr-o-Dowlab, and Rajah Shitab Roy, 

With hu own hand. ^ 

'' My Friend, —I regard not wealth, nor the government 
of countries ; your favour and friendship is all I desirc- 
Please God I will be with you very soon, when you will do 
for me what you think best.*'^ 

This was raoeived on the 19th of May, and on the 24th the 
General returned the following answer :— 

T have been favoured with your letter, in which were 
some lilies, wrote with your own hand, declaring your inten* 
tions of coming to me ; that you was arrived at Belgram, 
and expect such a reception as becomes a brave man to 
give ; and that I will be sensible of the warmth and sincerity 
of your friendsbi|l, after we becom acquainted; and that 
you do not look for country nor wealth, but the friendship 
of the English nation; and that please God, you will bo 
very soon with me. 

The receipt of this letter gave me great pleasure : You 
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vvas before unacquainted with our customs and dispositions ; 
thanks bo to God that you are now become senaiblo of tho 
'\Jiistioo and upright intentions of the English. Now that 
you are pleased to come to me in a friendly manner, you 
may depend on the best reception in my power, suitablo 
to oar customs : and I will not bo deficient in forwaiding' 
whatover is reasonable for your interest ; and when your 
excellency shall shew a real attachment to the English, 
“ their friendship towards you in return will be raade manifest 
to the whole world : You may with perfect coniidence oOmo 
hero as to your own house, and to those that wish ypur" 
welfiiro; further particulars you will learn from llonyr-o-' 
Bowlah, and Shitab Roy/"'^' 

On the Sfith of May, the General received intimation that 
Shoojah’oo-Dowlah was close at hand, and immediately made 
preparation for his receptionCaptain Swinlon and Bajali 
Shitab Soy were sent to meet him; and he crossed the Gan¬ 
ges iu the afternoon, accompanied by his hrothe.t-'in-law Salar 
Jung, a few of his principal officers/and about 400 House¬ 
hold Cavalry; General Carnac, attended by his staff and the 
several Commanding Officers, proceeded to the banks of the 
river to receive him. Here they all dismounted fronx their 
horses, and the Nawaub Tuzier alighting from his palkee,, 
ombraced the General, who with his officers, met liim with 
ev ery mark of respect, and presented him each with a niizzai*^ 
according to their rank. He wasthen conducted to a tent pre¬ 
pared for him in camp, where an entertainment was awaiting 
him, of which ho partook ; and after resting himself for two 
or three hours, returned to his own camp, which bad been 
pitched at the distance of four or five miles from the ,fbrco.t 
General Garnao. reported tlie Nawaub Vaziefe arrival to the 
Governor and Council, and applied for instraotions as to the 
course to bo pur.su©d, and the nature of the terms to bo 
entered into. 


The Governor and Council expressed great satiafaction 
at the event and the prospect it afforded of establishing 
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~“*<anaiit: tranquillity, and highly approved of the man- a: 
in which the Yuzier had been received and treated, 
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enjoined respect and liberality towards him, and directed 
the General to hold out every prospect of .restoration to his 
dominions upon easy terms. They also, at tho same time, 
ttuthorized him to adjust certain preliminary articles, to serve 
as an outline for a treaty to be finally concluded; but distinctly 
forbade hiai to come to any definite settlement until the arrival 
of Lord Clive in camp, who was to Mve Calcutta in a few days. 
The Genseral accordingly acted' upon these instructions, and 
as it was an oiyeot of importance to bring about a reconcilia¬ 
tion between the Emperor and Shoojah-oo-DowIah, a meet^ 
mg took place at Manickporo, whither the General and tlie 
Nawaub Yiizier proceeded in advance of the Armv, and 
where tho Emperor, who had come from Allahabad, awaited 
them. Matters being amicably arranged, they marched frOm 
tlience, with the force to Allahabad, Avhere they all fixed their 
residence, pending intelligence regarding the approach of 
Lord Clive'. 

It is now necessary to return to the state of affairs in Cal¬ 
cutta at the period of that Nobleman's arrival in Bengal- 
which, as already stated, occurred on the 3rcl of May. Hisi 
Lordship-was not only acconipanied by his colleagues, Me.ssrs. 
Sumner and Sykes, but by a number of officers, who had 
been appointed from England by the Court, or brought 
on by himself from the Oape, to fill up tho vacancies 
which would necessarily be caiiBCd by remodelling the 
Military Establishment, a measure which the Directors had 
authorized, and for which he had given in a plan previ¬ 
ous to leaving England; tho main features of this plan were 
approved by the Court, but tha details modified to a cer¬ 
tain extent; a discretionary power being vested in Lord 
Clive to‘make his arrangements according to circumstances. 
Amongst these officers were Lieutenant-Colonels Richard 
Smith aud Sir Robert Barkih‘,-^tho latter of whom bad long 
served the Company’s Artillery, and greatly distinguished him¬ 
self during tho siege of Madras;—^Majors Peach and Chapman, 
•vsith several Captains and Sabalterns, some of whom belong- 
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to Lord Olive^sStafF. Several other Captains and Sabalterns 
with a number of reoruitS) had already arrived, and more 
were on their way. It had been decided by the Court of 
Directors that the European portion of the force should bo 
broken into three Eegiments, the commands of which wero 
to be given to Brigadier Genera! Oarnac, Colonel Smith, and 
Major Knox, [of whose death the Court had not at the time 
received intelligence,] who. was to have been promoted to the 
rank of Colonel. Sir Robert Barker was to have been ap¬ 
pointed Colonel Commandant of Artillery. 

Havingtaken Lhenecessaryoaths and been instalkd as Go¬ 
vernor, Lord Clive’s first act was to assign rank to these officers, 
whidh he did on the 6tU of May, and accordingly IJrigadier 
General Camao was appointed Colonel of Infantry and Com- 
mander-ia-Chief. The European Ixifantry was ordered to 
bo divided into three Regiments as soon as circuaistances 
would admit of the arrangement. Lieutenant-Colonels Richard 
S.mith and Sir Robert Barker were nominated to the two 
remaining Colonelcies of Infantry, the latter in the room 
of Major Knox; Sir R. PI etcher. Major Peach, and Major 
Chay.man, were promoted to the three Lieutenant-Colonelcies; 
and Majors Champion and Stibbert to be Majors, the tlurd 
Majority being left open, to enable General Carnac to nominate 
an officer for that situation from amongst the Captains serving 
under him. Major Jennings was confirmed in the command 
Q.f the Artillery, with the rank he already held. Miyor Cham¬ 
pion appealed against his supercession by Major Chapman, 
who had been brought roimcl from the Cape without any ap- 
pointrnent from home, and Lord Olive stated that he would 
refer the question to the Court for their decision, with which 
Major Champion was satisfied. It may bo as well to, mention 
here, that Captain Hugh Grant, the senior Captain in the 
service, was' appointed to the third. Majority, his commis¬ 
sion bearing date from the /27th of May * 

But Lord Clive had more important duties to p,erform than 
conferring commissions ; he quickly detected the system of Cor - 
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pervading the whole of the Company’s Civil govern- A. D, tr0,. 
inent and service, and boldly determined to give it an effectual 
check, although perfectly aware of the enmity and obloquy he 
should excite by so doing. The authority and privileges of the 
Select Committee had been granted by the Court, under an 
impression that the new Governor wouid find the country in a 
state of active warfare, and were expressly conferred with the 
understanding that they were only to be employed in casas of 
emergency; but the state of corruption then prevalen t, ho con¬ 
sidered fully to call for and warrant their exercise; and accord¬ 
ingly, although General Oarnao was i n the field and Mr. Vorelst 
had not arrived from Chittagong, where he had been for some 
time employed, Lord Clive at once exhibited his authority, 
and Convened the Committee, consisting of himself as Presi¬ 
dent, and Messrs. Sykes and Sumner as Miembers. The 
Members of Council, headed by Mr. Johnstone, opposed, this 
measure, and appeared inclined to dispute their powers, and 
exhibit the same factious opposition that they hud too suc¬ 
cessfully manifested towards Mr. Vansittart; but they soon 

found they had a very different character to deal with. 

In a purely military history like this, it would be ir¬ 
relevant to enter into the extraordinary disputes that mark¬ 
ed the commencement of Lord Clive’s adaniiistration ; 
suffice it to say, that he openly arraigned the conduct of 
the members of Council in the late transactions relative 
to the appointment of Nudjm-oo-Dowlah to the musnud, 
and the receipt of presents; and although boldly and ably 
opposed by Mr. Johnstone, the result was the resigna¬ 
tion of that gentleman, as also of Messrs, Burdett, Gray, 
and Pleydell, and the suspension of Mr. Leycester ; while 
Ml, Billars, the chief of Patna, who had been accused of se¬ 
rious malversation, committed suicide. The vacancies caused 
in the Council fay those arrangements, were filled up by 
Messrs. Kussell. Aldersly, Kelsall, and Ployer, gentlemen of 
character and ability on the Madras Establishment, for whose 
services Lord Clive applied to that Presidency. This pro- 
eeediog greatly enhanced the annoyance and dislike felt to¬ 
wards him by the Civil servants in Bengal, He also directed 
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enforced thosignature of formal-dovenatitsby all members 
of the Civil service, bindiug tb,emselves not to accept presents 
or pecuniary rewards from any native authorities, a measure 
wiiicli was most unpalatable to tlie whole service, but which 
Was strongly dwelt upon by the Court as affording the only 
security against the abuse in this respect, so generally preva¬ 
lent; These Covenants were Orst signed by the Governor 
and nu'mbors of Council, and then by all the servants, Civil 
and Military, at the Presidency; whilst blank forms were 
s^ent to all those at the oat-stations and to General Gamao, 
for the signature of all the officers with the Army- Tito 
General however delayl-d distributing tl^ese until Lord Glive’s 
arrival in camp. 

Matters .being placed on a more satisfactory footing 
at the Presidency, Lord Clive left Calcutta for camp, on 
the J25th of Juno, to arrange the terms of treaty witli 
Shoojah o6-Dowlab, and to carry out the changes and 
reforms in the organization of the Army, which had been 
sanctioned by the Court of Directors. On his way up the 
country, he stopped at Moorshedabad and Patna, where all 
he saw and heard led him to infer that the Military were 
nearly as deeply involved in luxury, if not in corruption, as 
the Civilians. la a letter to Mr. Sykes, dated the 20th of 
June, lie observes, I fear the Military as well aS'Civil are sb 
** far gone in luxury and debauchery, that it will requiro the 
utmost exertion of an united Committee to save tlfo Com'* 
pauy from destruction. However, let us appeal to the rec^^ 
titude of our intentions, and we shall bo enabled to Corn- 
plcto the arduous undertaking with great satisfaction and. 
** honour to ourselves/’^ 

Irlearing of Lord Clive's near approach, General Oarnac, 
•with the Emperor unci Shoojah-Qo-J)owlah, came clown by 
water from Allahabad to Benares to meet him, whore they 
arrived on the 21st of July, aiul were received at the Gliaut 
by Major Jennings, who commanded there, with all the’Eu¬ 
ropean troops and a Battalion of Sipahis. Shortly after- 
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, order was iaauGcl,, relative to the comply a. d. hoa. 

r^^ents to be paid to the Magnates tJien, and'about to be, assem’ Augvi^u • 
bled : All guards are to turn out to Major-General Lord Clive 
as oftoB as he passes ; they are to rest to him and beat a 
inarch, and the officers are to salute. All guards that 
'•' mount with the colours of a Begiment or Battalion are to 
^‘salute liis Lordship with the colours. Brigadier General 
Oarnao/Commanderdn’Chief of the Army, is to be recoiv- 
cd with rested arms, arul the drums to beat a ruflle. To the 
'' absence of Lord Olive, ho is to bo received with tlie same 
honour (the salute of colours excepted.) Colonels w'hen not 
Conimanding-in-Cliief, are to be received with rested arms, 

‘'and two ruffles. Lieutenant Colonels are to be received 
'V once a day with rested arms. Majors are to receive tho 
'' compliment of shouldered arms* General officers’ guards, 
are not to turn out or pay compliments to hiferior officers, 

'' When tho King passes any guard, hois to receive the 
“ same honour as Lord Clive. All guards are to turn out to 
" tho Nabob Snjah-al-Dowlah, and pay iiim as often as he 
‘' passes the same honours as Lord Clive (the salute of the 
“ colours only excepted.) Copie.s of these regulations are to r 

'' be sent to the commanding officers at Joanpore, PatnUi and 
'' all the subordinate settlements.''’^ 

Lord Clive reached Benares on tho 1st of August, and 
was received with a salute of 19 guns, all the troops at the 
Station being drawn put, From the parade he was escort' 
ed by Captain Scotland's Battalion, which had lately arrived, 
to Mr. Marriots house, where a guard of honour, consisting 
of a Company of European Infantry, awaited him. Here ho 
took up his quarters daring hia stay at Benares. On the 
following day, all tho o61cers assembled at the quarters of 
Mujor donnings, ,U> bo introduced to his Lordship. ,No time 
was lost in directing tlie execution of the Covenants ordered 
by the Court, to which effect the following order wms issued 
by Lord Clive on the Srd of August:— 

A General Court of Proprietors having resolved 

♦ Ca’ Acciolp voi. 3, pp. 48.3'-t. 
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“ certain Covenants should be execntod by all offioersin their 
“ servitje, and the Governor and Council having received tho 
" strictest injunctions from the Oourt of Directors to put the 
" resolution of the said General Court in execution immedi- 
" atelj', in obedience to their oomffiands, it is heraby o-rdered 
" thiit'tho said Covenants be immediately executed.”* 

On the 7th of the month, all the officers at thp station 
were directed io attend at Captain ’William Smith’s quarters, 
in order to sign the Covenants ; and the necessary copies 
were sent, to Chunar, Juanpore, Allahabad, liUoknowj and 
other stations, for tlie signature of the officers at thoSe places. 
Although General Carnac exerted himself to secure the aig- 
%ature of all the officers of the force, he privately objected 
to sign the deed himself on ' the plea that it was dated 
some months previous to the time wdien it was received,;- 
which, piiifnl evasion did not prevent him .8i|ning it a few 
weekii': after, when he returnedio Calcutta ;-^ffiut in the ia- 
terval he had received two lakhs of rupees from tho power¬ 
less and impoverished Emperor.t 

In the mean time, the terms of the proposed treaty with 
the Nawaub 'Vuzier were carefully discussed / and the better 

♦ Cairtccioli, vol. 2, p. 4.80. 

I Professor Wil«on, iii bis edition of Mills' History of India, attoTiiptS to de- 

foDd, or at leo.3t to extenu'dte^ tUa conduct. 

He obaerves—General Cumae’s objection to sign the Oovcttant was perfectly 
reasouable;’ because lie bad received 70,000 Bs. bctweeti the duta ftlHxed to the Co¬ 
venant and that when he was requested to sign. it. Surely he injghf. have inserted ihe 
actual date, or whidi would have been more in accordance with a a^nse of pro¬ 
priety and his knowledge of the views and wislieft of the Court, might have 

removed the stnuibling-block, by restoring the amoiuit. y 

But whatever may bo the value of the plea, it did not restrain him from signing 
it in ’Calcutta shortly afterwards, tbongb he had, in direct opposition to tho ^rders 

of his employers, added fiio inncli strength to the objeotion. 

{general Oainac, in his evidence before the Committee of the House of CommGns, 
stated, that he considered himself equally bound by the Oov^nanf' whether he sign¬ 
ed it or not; and yet, under this impression Of hi® obligatibu, he received two 
lakhs of rupees. 

True, there was o.u afiectatioii of coyness in its receipt, and the sancticti of 
the Court was subsequently obtained ; but thi» was chiefly through the inieiest 
of Lord C live, when General Curnac bad returned to England a wealthy man, 
nnd had himself become a lai*ge proprietor of India stock, aad eousequently ew- 

ciaed considerable inflinmco on tho Court’s decision. 

The oltenco was rank, and will not adndt of exlemiation. 
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Cj^J^^^&ommodate matters wltb the Emperor,™Lorct, Olive, the A 
General/ and Shoojah-oo-Dovvlah, proceeded witboat delay to 
Allahabad, The Select Committee had furnished Lord Clive 
with a letter of inatrnctions, as to the course they considered 
should be adopted, of which the following is an e^s^tract :— 

Experiezioe having shewn that an influence maintaiuod 
by fo.rc,e of arms is destruotive of that commercial spirit 
which we ought to promote, ruinous to "the Company, and 
oppressive to the country, we earnestly recommend to your 
Lordship, to ^pxert your utmost endeavours to conciliate 
the aifeciions of the country powers, to remove the Jea- 
lousy they; may have conceived, of our ambitioM, and to 
convince them, that we aim not at conquest and domi- 
“ nion, but security in carrying on a free trade, equally bene- 
ficinl to them and Wus. 

With this viewi pblicy requires that, our demands be 
moderate and equitable, and that we avoid every appear-, 
anoe of an inciiaation to enlarge our territorial possessions. 

** The sacrifice of conquests, which we must ’hold on a 
** precarious tenure, and at an expence more than equivalent 
to their revenues, is of little cam sequence to ns; yet will 
such restitutiou impress them with a high opinion of our 
generosity aiui justice. . ’ 

For these reasons, we think, Shiija BowIah should bo 
reinstated in the full possession of all his dominions, with 
“'sucii limitations only as he must see, are evidently cal- 
‘‘ oulated far our mutual benelit, the good of bis country, and 
'' happiness of his people. We would tiecline insisting upon 
any terms that must prove irksome to his Ihgh spirit, and 
‘f imply our suspicion of bis sim^rity. Ketaihing possession 
‘Vof any of hi*.'; strongholds, may be deemed a necessary 
pledge of ilia fidbUty : for onr parts, we would rather oonsi- 
der it as the source of future contention, and an imneces- 
sary burthen to the Company, unless it be proposed one 
day to resume the thoughts of extending their d 
'-—a measure very the sentiments in which we 

left the Propridtoru and Court of DircctorsV’^ 
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The result -was that Lord Cliv^ propOstjd to restore Bhod^ 
jah-oo-l)o\tlahtoaU bis dominions, Avith the exception tp thd 
fortress of Chunar, which ^vae retained by the English ; and 
the provinces of Korah and Allahabad, iu the lower Bbiib, 
which were to be ceded to the Einporor j*~-"a liritish lorco 
t4 be statioiied at Allahabad for the protection of the Ein^ 
peror, if required. That Bulwunt Singh, who had; submit¬ 
ted to the English, and been taken litKler fcheir'proteGtio^^ 
sii'')ulct retain the Zuine'endarree of the distrlots of Ghasieepore 
and Bcmares, siibbrdinato to the Nawauh Vu^ier, on the same 
teiMiis on \vbioh he held them before the war j that a treaty 
,of mnrual siippbrt in case of attack should be, forrood be¬ 
tween the Nawaiib Vnzier, the Nawaiib 

the English Company; and in the everit of the troops of 
the latter being' required by Shoojahroo-I>owlah for the de* 
fence of his country, tlmt he sliould bOar all expenses at- 
>tendant upon their employment. That Shoojah-oo-Bowlah 
shoidd pay tlm Coixipatiy fifty lakhs of rupees to cover tbo 
expenses oIT the recent war ; that he should engage noVer to 
employ or aifford protection to MCer Kossim Kimn or Sumroo ; 
and that he should permit" the Company to trade duty 
throughout his dominions, and to establish factories in 
places as they considered advisablb and oonvenient. 

To all these points'Shoojah-o(>'l>owlah r^ acceded, 

except to the latter clause regarding the establishment of fac¬ 
tories, against wiiioh he protested in the strongest terms. He 
liiid vvitiiessed the evils and abuses of these esfablisliments 
in the provinces of Behar and Bengaf, particularly with re¬ 
gard to the protection and assistAnoo afforded to those en¬ 
gaged in the inland trade, and the extortionate and tyrannical 
conduct of many of tbp individuals in charge. He frairkly 
stated that were he to permit.their estydishnient iu his donh- 
ihons, he could only consider it as laying the foundation of A 
fulnre rupture, and affording the certain materialfof an early 
and serious oollislori. Observing his feelings so strong oh this 
tf.libject, liOrd Olive agreed to cotioede the point, and to omit 
all mention of the word factories. Tho othel^hrtioles being 
mutually agreed to, a treaty framed on that basis was 
ly signed on the Ibth of August, by the contracting parties 
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and by tba agonts appointed on the pert of hiudjtil* 
oo-Dowlab.* 

As regarded the Emperor, who was thus somewhat uncero- 
inoniously deprived of the Vuzier’s dominions,, which had beoh -v 
originally conferred upon him,—but which it was sufljoiently 
evident he was perfectly unable to govern or maintain, he—ras 
already stated,-—was placed in possession of the proyincea pf 
Korah and Allahabad, the revenues , of which were; esLiintited 
at, twenty-eight laldis of rupees yearly, with the support of 
an English force for their defence, as long as such slippld ho 
necessary. He was further guaranteed the regular payment, by 
monthly instalpreuts, of the sum of twenty:sijc lakhs of Kit- 
pees per annum, to be paid out of the revenues of Bengal and 
Orissa, from which he bound himself to pay annually tvfo lakhs 
of rupees to Nndjuf Khan. In returu for these advantageis, 
which placed him in a tar more comfortable position thaahjei 
had ever previously occupied, he granted firmans, confirming 
the English in all the possessions they held in his territories,' 
including Eady Clive’s Jagheer,—which after much dispute, 
had heeu transferred by hia Lordship to the Company, on 

condition of their granting to him or his heirs, the amount 

,of the revenue for a peyvod of 10 years. The Emperor also , 
conferred on the Company the most important grant they 
ever received, the .Oewdnnee of Bengal,.Bchar, and Oiissa, or 
in other words, the total revenue proceeds of those provinces, 
after declijcting the tweaty-six lakhs of rirpees payable to the 
Emperor, the expenses of the Jfizataiit of CivilGovernprent, 
including theisupport of the Nawaiih Nazim, and the' military 
expenses, which already fell upon them entirely. These impor¬ 
tant docuraen|s were duly signed, scaled, and delivered at Allaha- 
Ijad on the latb of August, 1765.t The annual allowance to be 
granted to the Nawauh Nazim for his expenses, was, by a 
separate treaty, fixed at fifty lakhs of rupees. 

The receipt of the Bewannee, which completely changed 
the position of the Company in India, has been brought 

For the Treaty Appendix X. 

t For the Treaty with the‘Emperor aud iho Firmdas conferring the t^ewaimoe 
OB tho Company, vide AppeudiK Y. 
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forward as matter of accusation against Lord Glive,;; more 
particularly .as he is stated to have determined upon it on his 
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arrival at Madras, daring his passage oat That he did so 
is not only probable but very natural, and may be considered 
highly creditable to his judgment. It mast not be forgotten 
that the offer \vas by no means nnexpeeted oi' anpreoederited ; 
it; had been formally tendered by the Emperohjbs&r back as 
1761, and again in 1764, on severril ooeasionB It is true 
that in the first instance, the Court of Directors had npprov- 
ed of its refusal by the local Government, but circuivistaiices 
had greatlf Changed since that time. The whole actual con¬ 
trol of tlid provinces had devolved upon the British; it 
had become evident that by their hijrge Military fbrcoj it could 
alone be muintained; the Nawaub Nazim hod gradually sunk 
into a cypher iu the groat account; it was only subjecting the 
inhabitants to a double sot of reoeivbrs and in-ereased oppres¬ 
sion, to leave the revenues to be cdlecUd by the Durbar, for 
;the use df the Company. On an impartial review 
whole transaction, it may ffafely be pronounced the inost 
prudent, just, and—as regarded the inhabitants of the 
country,—the most lutmane measure that could have been 
adopted. It has also been urged ugtiinst the illustrious 
nobleman, in vdiom the measure orighmpxl, that having 
decided upon it; he sent orders to iTrvest the Nvliole of ^ h 
: property in the Company's stock; but this only proves his 
strong conviction of the' wisdom and. advantages of the 
proceeding; and as the Company’s stock was open to all 
the world, there was no reason that he should debar him¬ 
self from sharing in the expected benefits to accrue to it. 

These important matters being decidednpon, Lord Clive 
returned to Benares, where he arriytkl on the 23rd of August, 
accompanied by General Camac and Shobjah-oo-l>owlab, 
The Emperor remained at Allahabad in - thi^ etyoyment of 
his new possessions; and Colonel Eicbiird Sniith vvns left in 
command of the troops to be stationed There for his protec¬ 
tion, the defence of that fortress and that of the adjacent 
provinces. 

Before leaving Benares for Allahabad to adjust the treaties 
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there, Lord Clive carried into effect the arrange- A.D. im. 
ments for the new organiaation ef the Army. On the 6th 
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of August 1705, an order was issued, forming the whole 
force into thv.^e separate Brigadee, of similar strength Jtnd 
composition. As previously raeniioned, orders had been issu¬ 
ed in the rconth of May, for dividing the Europeans into 
three Regiments, but the.so do not appear to have been car¬ 
ried into effect until now. A large body of recruits, arnved 
very opportunely' about this time, raised by six Captains who 
had been appointed to il|o Company's Army the prej’ioua 
year, and who were authorised by the Court cff Directors 
to enlist men, to the extent of 200 each ; whi.uh mimber 
they appear to have fully completed. 

The Artillery, wliicli coiiRisied of three Companies of un- 
eoual strength, was ordered to he reformed into 4 Companies 
of similar strfj'iigth aud composition ;—a considerable increase 
had recently been inade to the numerical strengtli of tltis arin 
also, by the arrival in June, of Captain Naihuuiei Eitideisley, 
with a body of recruits, nearly eqmil to the strength of a Gomr 
pnnv, with non-commissioned offiiters attached. This Officer 
was"a Lieutenant in the Royal Artillery, and obtained aCiip- 
taints coinmis.sioh in .Bengal for this service. 

Two additional Battalittns of Sipahis wfere also ordered to 
be rai.sed, completing the total number to twenty-one. 

The Company of Pioneprs and, the Troop of European 
Cavalry, which latter was a rao.st expensive establishment, 
whilst it was top small to bot of any commensurate ad¬ 
vantage,. tvere broken up, and the men composing tliem 
traiisfcned to the; European Infantry and Artillery, A small 
Body Guard was, however, raaintaiued for the Governor 
General. 


The Mogul Horse were reduced to three llussallahs, each 


xmder the command of ft Subaltern officer. 

Each Brigade was now ordered to consist of one Company 
of Ariillery, one Regiment of European Infantry, one Rus- 
sallah of Native Cttvalry, and seven Battalions of Sipahis ; 
the remaining Company, of Artillery being reserved for the 
duties of Port V/illiaia and the Redoubts which bad been 
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l. jJKoonstructed on the banks of the nver ^ 'M 
August. first Brigade Mi'as stationed, at Mongheer, fur- 

tiiabing the requmte details for the Preaideacy and Moor- 
shedabad ; the second .Brigade vms stationed at Allahabad ; 
and the third Brigade at Patna, or rather at Bankypore, in 
tlid immediate vicinity, which was made the head-qaurters. 

. Although the greater portion of each Brigade was concen- 
' trated at these head-quarters, they furnished the necessary 
details for the several outposts, as Lneknow, Juanpore, 

, Cliunar, Benares, Midnapore, Chittagong, &o. ' 

The Colonels of the several European Kegiments com- 
roauded the Brigades to which they were attached. Briga¬ 
dier General Carnac accordingly commanded the 1st; Colo¬ 
nel Richard S’mitli the 2ad and Colonel Sir Robert Barker 
the ^Jrd. As General Carnac’s situation, as Oomroander- 
in-Chief and member of the Select Op,mjmittee, required 
bis constant presence at the Presidency, the charge of 
his Brigade devolved irpon Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Eobert 

■ Fletcher. *■’ , 

By this new organizatioWj eaah Regiment of European 
Infantry was constituted of, the following strength 
I Colonel, commanding the wh^Ie Brigade. 

1 Lieutenant-Colonel, commanding the Regiment. 

I Major. 8C Serjeants. ' 

U Captains. , -36 Corporals. 

1 Captain Lieutenant. 27 Drummers. 

0 Lieptenants. ' , 030 Privates. 

18 Ensigns. ' ' 

, Each Regiment consisting of 8 Companies, and each Com‘ 
pony of 1 Field Olficer or Captain, J Lieutenant,.2 Ensigns, 
4 Serjeants, 4 Corporals, 3 Drummers, and 70 Privates. 
All the Field'Officers held Companies; but the Colonel not 
doing duty with the Regiment, the Captain Lieutenant had 
the charge of his Company ; the ■Lieutenant-Colonel and 
Major commanded their own Companies, except on parades. 

The Eflectivo Staff of a Regiment consisted of 1 Surgeon, 
3 Surgeon's Mates, 1 Adjutant and 1 Quarter M'tifl,ter, 1 Ser- 
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/irtcl 1 Quarter-Mastei* Serjeant; the Non-Effec-A 
live Staftof I JJrill Serjeant, 1 Drill Corporal, 1 Drum-Major, 

I Dife-Major, 9 Pay Seijeants (r to eaeli Company)^ and 
0 Camp Goloxirmon, when rrrardhirig, or on service. 

The Artillei 7 , consisting, of 4 Conipanies, was under the 
general command of a Field-Officer, Major Jennings, who 
however .was allowed to retain the special command his 
own, or the 1st Company, of which lie had so long held thq. 
charge 

Each Company was cpinposed of 102 men, exclusive of, 
otficers, divided as follows :— 


1 Captain. 

1 Captain-Lieutenant 
1 First Lieutenant. 

1 Second Lieutenant 
8 liieutenant Fireworker^. 
4 Serjeants. 


4 Corporals. 

; 2 Drummers. 

2 Eifers. 

10 Bombardiers.. 
20 Giimters.^ 

00 Matrosses. 


The Effective Staff,of eAcfi Oorapahy consisted of L Ad- 
jutaht, 1 Quarter-Master, '1 Surgeon's Mate, 1 Deputy Com¬ 
missary and 2 Conduetors f-the Non-Effective Staff of i 
Serjeant'Major, 1 Quarter-Master Serjeant,/! Pay Serjfiant 

1 .Drill Serjeant, 1 /Pt^rk Serjeant, with 8 Camp Colour- 
men,. a Bullock S|,rjeani:, and an' Overseer of Bildars, in 
time of service, or on th^ line of march. 

To each Company of Artillvsry, a largo but indefinite 
number of Lascare was attached, to assist in working the 
guns belonging to the Company, and , the fiald-pieces attached 
to .each Battalion of Sipaliis, which consisted generally of 

2 three-pounders, 

A couple of European Artillerymen, belonging to (he Com¬ 
pany, were al5o attached to these Battalion gun details./ 

The Ordnance with the Oompatiy appears to have consisted 
of 0 light siX'polvnders and tvSKowithers, forming a Battery, 
or Field train it was then termed, of eight pieces. 

Heavy guns and mortars wore to bo supplied from the 
Magazines establishec^ at the Head-quarters of each Brigade, 
to such extent as might be requited for any particular service, 
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Body Guard consisted of 


J. Subaltern Commanding, j 

2 Corporals. 

2 Serjeants. ! 

2 Trumpeters. 


SO Troopers, 

The Native Cavalry, consisted of 3 Eussallahs or Troops, 
and each Troop was composed of-— 

1 European Bubaltern in com- 3 Jemadars. 

mand. ^Naggers. 

1 Serjeant Major, 3 DufFad^irs. 

4' Serjeants, 100 Privates, 

1 Biissaldar, 

The SipalJ Battalions, of. which,7 were othichecl , to each 
Brigade, were composed of iO Companies each, of which 3 
were Grenadier and 8 Battalion Companies. 

Thd estHblisbrneut of a Battalion was Increased from 2 to 
4 Subalterns, and consisted.of—' 


1 Captain. 

2 Lieutenants. 

2 Ensigns. 

3 Serjeants. 

8 Drummers. 

1 Native Commandant. 
10 Subadars. 


30 Jemadars. 

' 1 Native’Adjutant, 
10 Trampetors. 

30 Tom Toms. 

80 Havildars. - 
50 Nuicks. 

600 Privates. 


The Non-Erfectix’e Staff consisted of 1 Colour Havildar 
and 1 Pay Havildar, to each' Company ; 8 Native Doctors 
were also attached to each Battalion. 

The Effective Staff to the whole of the Sipahis of a 
Brigado .consisted of i European Adjutant, I European 
Quarter iMastcv, J Surgeon, aiul 2 Surgeon’s Mates. 

The SWif of eacli entire Brigade \yus fixed af 1 Brigade 
Major,! Aid-de:oamp to the Colonel, 1 Deputy Judge Ad¬ 
vocate, and I Surgeon Major. 

The Smff of the Army was fixed, at i Persian Interpreter 
to the Oommander-in-Chief, I Secretary, 2 Aidos-de-Camp, 
1 Quarter Master General, 1 Surgeon General, i Town Mojor 
of Fort William, I Barrack* Master of ditto, 1 Fort Adju- 
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/[ ditto, and I Provost and Baggage Master, wheti the 
Army was in the Field. 

The following w^as tlio cUetnbntion and composition of 
three Brigades, as far as can be ascertained 

Brigade, Head Quarters, Manghoer, 

Brigadier Greneral John Carnac, Colonel, Commander in- 
Chief. 

Sir Robert Fletcher, Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding 
the Brigade. ^ : 

Alexander Chancipion, Majbr, Commanding the Regiment. 

EUKOPEAN TBOOPS. 

1st European Regiment^ Major Champion, Commanding, 
ist Company of Artillery, Major William Jennings, Com¬ 
manding. 

SrPAHI BATTALIONS. 

2nd Battalion (now 2nd N. I.) Capt. Christian Fischer. 

3rd ,, (now'5th N. L) Capt, Arthur Ahmuty. 

4th ,, (now 6th N. I.) Oapfc. Robert Campbell. 

5tb ,, (now 7th N. I.) Capt. William McPherson. 

lOth „ (now UthN'.I.) Capt. Gilbert Ironside. 

18th ,, Xuow 3rdN. I.) Capt. Benjamin Wilding,. 

I7th „ Qjow 13thN. I.) Capt. thomas Goddard. 

1st Russalah of Cavalry, Lieutenant Janies Skinner. 

'staff. 

Henry Beavan, Brigade Major. 

Mlames Barber, Aid-de*'Camp. 

Lieutenant John Petrie, Adjutant of the Regiment. 

Ensign George Pogan, Quarter Master of the Regiment. 
Lieutenant Robert Kyd, Adjutant of the Sipahis. 

Ensign W. Patton, Qiiartor Master of the Sipahis. 

Brigade, Head Quarters, AUghahad, 

Richard Smith, Colonel, Commanding the Brigade. 

Joseph Peach, Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding the Re* 
giment. 

Giles Stibbert, Major. 

EUKOPEAN TROOPS. 

Snd European Regiment, Lieutenant' Colonel Peach, Com¬ 
manding. 


A. ‘IX im, 
Awejust. 
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2nd Company of Aitillcry, Captain Ealph Winwood, Com* 
nianding. 

SlPAHt BATTAtlOSS. 

,l9t Battalion, (now 9th N. I.) Capt. A. F. Achmnty. 

'/Lh 

8 th 
I5th 
16 th 
18th 
80tii 


(not existing) Capt. Lewis Brown, 
(now 8th N. 1.) Capt. William Smith, 
(not existing) Capt. James Nicoll. 
(now 14thN. I.) Capt. dames Scotland, 
(now 46th-N I.) Capt. Alexander Bow. 
(now 16th N. I.) Ordered to be raised. 


2nd .Russallah of Cavalry, lieutenant George Bolton Eyres. 


STAFF. 


Lieutenant Gabriel Harper, Brigade Major. 
Lieutenant Thomas Smith, Aid-de-camp. 

Ensign Joseph Pcalte, Adjutant of the Regiment. 

-, Quarter Master of iftie Regiment. 

Lieutenant Wiiliam Virtue, Adjutant of the Sipalus. 
-^ Quarter Master of the Sipahis. 


Zrd Briyadey Head Quarters, Baphypore. 

Sir .Robert Barker, Colonel, Commanding the Brigade. 
Charles Chapman, Lieutenant Colonel, Commanding the 
Regiment. 

Hugh Grant, Major. 

ruuofsan troops. 

3rd European Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Chapman, 
Commanding. 

4th Company of Artillery, Captain Nathaniel .Kindersley, 
Commanding. 

SIPAHt BATTALIONS, 

tith Battalion, (now 10th N. I.) Capt. Vernon Duffield. 


0th 

IJth 

laiti 

Mth 

loth 

Slst 


(now 1st N. I.) Capt. Primrose Galliez. 
(not existing) Capt. James Morgan, 
(now 12th N. I.) Capt. John White, 

(now 4th N. I.) Capt. Samuel Hampton, 
(not existing) Capt. Douglas Hill, 
(now inh N. I.) Ordered to he raised. 


3rd Russallah of Cavalry, Lieutenant John Mair. 
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Ensign William Davis, Adjutant of the llegiment. 
-^ Quarter Master of the Eogiment. 

Ensign F. Bobertson> Adjutant of the Sipahis. 

—--Quarter Master of the Sipahis. 

GARRISON OF FORT WILLIAM. 

3rd Company of Artillery, Captain Fleming Martin. 

GENERAL STAFF. 

Captain Archibald Swinton, Persian Interpreter. 

Captain Thomas Pearson, Secretary to the Commander* 
in-Chief. 

Captain F. T. Smith, Aid-do-bamp to tlie Commander-in* 
Chief. 

Captain Scipio Carnac, Aid-de-camp to the Commander- 
iii-Chief. 

Captain Henry Watson, Quarter Master General. 

Captain John Stables, XoAvn Major. 

Lieutenant John Margrom, Fort Adjutant. 

The Corps of Engineers had been fixed by an order of the 
October 1764, at the following establishment 

One Chief Engineer to rank as Captain, 

Two Sub-Directors to rank as Captain Lieutenants. 

Four Sub-Engineere to rank as Lieutenants. 

Six Practitioner Plngineers to rank as Ensigns. 

Captain Fleming Martin had been sent out by the Court 
of ‘Directors as Chief Engineer, when he was at once emplo}« 
ed OB the buildings of Fort William, and to increase his 
emoluments received, as already mentioned, the command and 
allowances of a Company of Artillery. In 1765, when the 
Army was remodelled, Captain Du Gloss who commanded 
the Pioneer Company, was thrown back upon this Corps ; 
hut though a senior officer to Captain M!artin, and one who 
had seeii much service, the latter still retained the situation 
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Chief Engineer, liaTiiig received that appointment direct 
from tho Court. He also retained his Company of Artillery 
imtil his appoiatmout to Majority in the following year. 
At this period the Corps appears to have been composed 
as follows 

Captain Fleming Martin, Chief Engineer. 

„ Lewis Dll Gloss, Director. 

Captain-Lient. Anthony Polier, Sub-Director. 

John Adams, ditto. 

Lieutenant James Rennell, Sub-Engineer. 


John Cameron, ditto. 
John Fortnam, ditto. 
Lewis Mestayor, ditto. 


i) 


Ensign James Hailes, Practitioner Engineer. 
„ Charles Lackbam, ditto. 

. „ Charles Collins, ditto. 

8 Practitioner Engineers wanting to complete. 


Such, as far as can be traced at this distai:ioe of tim e, was the 
constitution of the Bengal Army at the period under review. 
In a very short time, the number of the Staff appointments 
gradually increased, but the above appears to contain all that 
were allowed on the original organization. It will bo observed 
that tho proportion of European ofhoers, except to the 
Sipabi Battalions, was very iniicU more liberal than in the 
present day; and it is most important to remember, that 
every officer on the list was effective, all officers on other 
than regimental employ, being Immediately struck ofi:, the 
rolls of the Corps, altliough,—as there was but one general, 
roster for promotion in the whole Infantry,—no loss in that 
respect w^as sustained thereby. The Artillery and Engineers 
rose in a separate body, and wore frequently transferred 
from one to the other; but the promotion in the former 
Corps was exceedingly ^slow, a point noticed on several occa¬ 
sions both by the Local Government and the Court of Direc¬ 
tors; and in consequence Brevet rank was occasionally bes¬ 
towed, or a transfer to the Infantry sanctioned, to make up 
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iQ imamre fat the constant supersession exporienced A. D. 
by the officers of thia branch.'^ ^ ^ 

The composition, equipment, pay, and internal economy 
of the Army at this period, will be treated of more at length 
in a separate chapter. 

Soarcaly were the orders issued for the organisation and 
distribution of the army as above detailed, when the Im¬ 
perial grant ot the Bewannea rendered some change in the 
force necessary. Three of the regular Sipalu Battalions 
were ordered to be transferred to the Tlavenue Department, 
for the better protection of the detached districts, and the 
collection of the revenues. One Battalion vvas taken from 
each Brigade, and the selection appears to have been made 
with reference to the localities at which they were sta¬ 
tioned at the time. 3?rom the 1st Brigade, the Corps selected 
was the 2nd Battalion, (the j)re^ent GrenadiersJ which 
was stationed at Moorshodabad. Tho 7th Battalion, under 
Captain Brown, was the one transferred from the 2nd Brigade, 
being then stationed at Chittagong, where it had been raised ; 
and from the 3rd Brigade, the 14th Battalion (?w 2 Cf the Atk 
jN. 1\J was the Corps selected, which was still stationed at 
Midnapore under Captain Hampton. Though these Corps 
were placed under civil authority for a specific purpose, and 
their expenses charged to the Eevonue Department, they 
were still borne on the strength of their raspectivo Brigades, 
retained their numbers, and suffered no change in their 
equipment or organization.f 

Tiie number of Europeans available, fell very far short of 
what was required for the three Corps of Infantry. Tho 1st 
and 2ad Begiments, however, were tolerably complete, especi¬ 
ally the latter, which,—being stationed on the frontier, where 
hostilities with the Mahrattas were deemed probable, 
considered of the greatest importance. The 3r(I Regiment 


• The (leUils of this orgaDizatioa have been ^chiefly obtaiuetl from CaraccioU, 
vob a.—WilUrtias.—'Maloolm’s L'.fe of CUve, voi. 3.—Kindersley'ft Letters, pp. 
308*10. —Sftcona Report oflheSeleot Committee;—anOi Ninth Report of the Secret 
Oommiitoe. 

t VnUiams, pp. 9,14, 70, anci ft.—Ninth Report, p. 539, 
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in consequence, left very vireak, And composed almost 
htic^-kbu Qf recruits. 

On the 24th August 1765, the following order was issued, 
incorporating the Bombay Detachment in the Bengal 
Army :— 

His Lordship has directed that all the non-commissioned 
officers and private men, both Artillery and Military, of the 
Bombay detachment, are to be immediately incorporated on 
this establishment^ and such of their officers who can obtain 
permission from Brigadier General Oarnac, Oommanding 
Officer of the Army, shall be received as youngest of the 
rank they now possess.**^ 

The European portion of the force was incorporated ac¬ 
cordingly; the Topasses were sent back to Bombay, but 
what became of the Sipahis does not appear; they were 
pi*obabIy incorporated in the two new Battalions ordered to 
bo raised. Of the officers, Major Pemble came in as a 
Brevet Major, but was subsequently re-transferred to Bombay 
as a Lieutenant-Colonel in 1767* Captain Edward Hamilton 
joined AS Captain, but resigned shortly afterward; Captain 
MaoPherson had already been brought on the strength; of 
the Subaltern.^ no trace can be discovered. 

These arrangements being completed. Lord Clive and 
General Carnac left Benares; and Shoojah-oo-Dowlah having 
taken leave of them, made a tour through his I’ccovered 
dominions, to show himself to his subjects, and make all 
necessary arrangements; and on the 9th of Septerxiber, be ar¬ 
rived at I.ucknow, where Major Stibbert was still stationed 
with his detachment. Their presence, however, being now 
no longer required, the Major took his leavo of the Nawaub 
Vtizier on the 14tli of the month, and on the UHh marched 
with the Artillery and Cavalry details, and his own old 
Battalion, to join the Head Quarters of the Brigade at 
Allahabad; Captain Nicoll being left with the 


• Caraccioli, voK % p. 488.—The mention of the Artillerv would uppow’ 
to be a>i error, as the whole of that arm had boon sent round to Matlrfts ; vide 
pp, 409-10. 
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ion, at Bhoojah-oo-Dowialfs request, to serve m a 
Body Guard. 

A detail of the European Kogiment and a Battalion of 
Sipaliis appears. to have been stationed at the Presidency, 
and the same at Moorshedabad, or rather Moradbaugh., close 
to that city; these belonged to the 1st Brigade. The 2ndl 
Brigade furnished the Battalion at Lucknow, and one at 
Ohunar. The details at Ohupprah, Benares, and Juanpore, 
appear to have belonged to the 8rd Brigade. 

The formatiou of one of die two additional Battalions 
must, have been commenced upon prior to the date of the 
order forming the Army into Brigades, as the 20th Battalion 
(‘now the i(j(h GrenadiersJ was designated the/^ Hooseinee^ 
ka-jyuUtin^’ owing to its formation commencing during the 
Mohurrum, which occurred that year in the months of 
June and July. This Corps was raised at Allahabad undei; 
the superintendence of General Smith, and when completed, 
the command appears to have been given to Captain[!;David 
Scott. The'21st Battalion f the present 17/A N. /.) was raised 
by Sir Bobert Barker at Bankypore, as soon as the Head 
Quarters were established there, and the Eegiment still bears 
the name of that able and excollent officer. 

On the 7th of September, Lord Clive returned to Calcuttft> 
and resumed Ihs seat iu Council. 

The Army, by the new regulations, was thus placed upon a 
much more efficient footing ; each Brigade was in itself a 
complete force, capable of encountering any Native army 
that was likely to be brought against it; the proportion of 
officers was considerably increased, especially as regarded 
the higher grades and the Staff; Jhe division of Staff officers 
was also better arranged, a more efficient check upon abuses 
was established, and the good effects of the change were soon 
rendered generally apparent. In an extensive reform of this 
nature, it was to be expected that some errors and omissions 
would occur,.but the more important of these were certain to 
force themselves into notice before long, and were capable.of 
being corrected in detail. In the very first month it became 
apparent that some separate arrangements were necessary for 
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payment of the Brigades, and Lord €live 
* liis return to Calcutta, laid before the Council a minute 
a tins subject, in consequence of which, a Pay-master 
and a Commissary of musters were appointed to each Brigade, 
These duties were performed by Civil Servants, partly from 
nn idea that a greater check would be established and less in¬ 
ducement to connivance at fraud would result; but in all 
probability, from the circumstance of the appointments 
being particularly lucrative, and consequently too valuable 
prizes to fall to the lot of the Army. This system continued 
in force for many years, although therC’is little reason to believe 
that it was found an efficient one, the complaints of fraud and 
collusion between the Pay-masier, the Commissary of musters 
and officers commanding Corps ,being frequent and loiuh 
The dudes of both these departments being declared to be 
very heavy. Deputies were subsequently added to each 
Brigade. A Military Storekeeper, a Comnissary of boats, 
and a Storekeeper of building stores, w^ere also appointed in 
Calcutta, which situations were likewise held by Civilians. 
The Deputy Commissaries of the Artillery Companies had the 
charge of the Brigade Magazines. No Army Commissaria 
at this time existed, but all supplies of provisions, cattle, &c. 
were furnished by contractors, who in their own persons, or 
those of their agents, were present with the Brigades,* 

The Select Committee, in a letter to the Court of Directors, 
dated the 30tb September 1705, reported the satisfactory result 
of the recent arrangements, explained their deficiencies in 
men and arms, and requested that drafts might bo sent out to 
complete the establishment, and that a regular annual supply 
might be kept up for the future, to meet the ordinary casual¬ 
ties. They further stated, that they had already issued orders 
for the reduction of the Butta of the troops, and hoped short¬ 
ly to place the Army on the same footing as that of the Coast. 
The following is an extract of the letter in question >— 

By tho regimental returns, which we enclose in the 
packet, and whicli are very exact, you will see, at one view, 
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tiii^l€ipilxorable (jbwditiorx of our infantry, to conapleat which 
agreeable to your directions and to the proposals made by Lord 
Clive, not less than nine hundred men will suffice, "IVo 
therefore most earnestly request, that you will, next year, 
send us twelve or foiirtoen hundred men for this establish¬ 
ment, giving such peremptory orders as must be obeyed, 
that none of this number be detained, upon any considera¬ 
tion, on the Coast of Coromandel, Our tiumbers once 
oompleated, we shall require for the security of your immense 
possessions in this country, no more than six hundred 
I'ccruits, to bo sent but annually in the following manner, 
viz. —live, hundred infantry, sixty artillery, twenty cavalry, 
and twenty ficvjeants for the seapovs: to this nnmbei 
must bo added thirty volunteers and officers; and it 
would be of the utmost benefit to our plan, that yoit also 
send out every year six or seven gentlemen from the academy 
at Woolwich, for Artillery officers, this being a service that 
suffers extremely for w'ant of persons properly instructed 
to conduct it, since no officer who knows the benefit of 
the Infantry service here, will chase to quit it for any ad¬ 
vantage the Artillery will afford. 

Already we feel the good effects of regimenting 
your troops ; discipline, subordination, and economy, begid 
to take place. Had General Cumae's merit been much 
greater, if possible, thahVifi could not effect this of 
himself, unassisted as he was by'field-officers, and thwarted 
as he always has been by the Ute Governors and Councils. 

“ We have already isetied our orders for striking off half 
the double Batta, and sball, in a very fSw days, put vour 
forces entirely upon a footing with the troopj^ on the Coast 
of Coromandel, which will be reducing your military ex- 
peuces as low as they can well bear, consistStly with vour 
interest and the good of the service. 

26. Before wo quit this subject, we must request, in the 
strongest manner, that you will supply us for the first year 
with i0,000 stands of small arms,and afterwards with 4,000 
annually, which will in future answer all oiir demands, if 
proper care he taken in the purchase. Of late years, the 
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b^d quality of your small arms, in general, has 
your posfiessioas to the greatest risk and danger. Tbe locks 
'' are ill finished, and the metal so badly tempered, as not to 
“ stand the beat of the sun in this climate. We are there lore 
persaadcd it would prove in the end much to your atlvau'* 
tage, if you purchased all your small arms of thq same per- 
sons who furnish ifie Government, and pay at the rate of 
“ twenty-seven, instead of eighteen, sliillings per fiadoek, 
since experience demonstrates they will continue serviceable 
“ for double the time, without being liable to the iaconveni- 
// enoie above represented/’^ 

The charges of tbo medical department which were paid 
upon Contingent Bills drawn by the Surgeons, amounted to 
a very large sum, in consequence of which, at the suggc.stion 
cf Lord Clive, arrangements were made on the llib of 
November, for reducing these expenoes by giving the Sur¬ 
geons a contract for the supply of medicines, which con¬ 
tract WHS fixed at the rate of 18 shillings for each European, 
to include every thing, except clothing, bedding, cots, and 
lodging; more than double the sunt at present allowed. 

Little other change appears to hijve taken plum in the 
army during the remainder of the year 1765. lu the be^ 
gluing of 1706, Captain Nicoll’s Buttaliou (t/te MaiMwffJ 
was ordered to rejoin the Head Quarters of the Brigade at 
Allahabad ; and Captain Hill, with the 19th Batudion, was 
detached from the 3rd Brigade to Lucknow, to relieve them, 
which hitter Corps remained at that station for several years.t 
In the beginning of 1766, Sir Robert Barker moved from 
Bankypore with a consiclerablb detachment of his Brigade into 
the Betteab country, to reduce a number of the refractory 
Zumeendars of that district, who, taking advantage of the 
troubles that Ipd existed for the last two years, had shut them¬ 
selves up in their strongholds and refused to pay any re¬ 
venue, of which considerable arrears were now due. The 
judicious arrangements of Sir Robert Barker and the effi¬ 
cient force at his disposal, led to a speedy and satisfuctory 
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ent of aflairs in thm qaartor. Some little ;.'esij:Jtance A.Dri^e^j; 
api^aTB to have been ofiered at firs^, but the inutility of 
such attompls being rendered very apparent, served to pre¬ 
vent any subsequent efforts of the same nature, and in a few 
months the wliole cnutTitry ^Yas brought into a atato of oom- 
plete sabjecuon. Sir Robert Barker, in a letter to the Select 
Oornmittee, dated Irom Camp at iiarnpore, 6r.h March 1766, 
gave a very favourable account of the resources of this dis¬ 
trict, with which ;!even at the present time we are but scantily 
aoquaintecL He observes^ 

Bettea will, I think, be of considerable consequence to 
tho Company. Its firs will afford masts for all the ships 
in India, which must produce a new and considerable trade 
with the other nations in India, as well as advantage to our 
own shipping, Gold and cinnamon are also here (the lat¬ 
ter we gather in the jungles) ; umbers as large as any I 
have seen ; musk and elephants teeth ; besides many other 
commodities, I have not yet got the knowledge of.’* 

The Select Commitee reported tliis circumstance to the 
Court of Directors, stating that they looked upon it “ rather 
as an article of curious intelligence, than mere prospect of 
adva?Unge to the Company/* At the same time, they express¬ 
ed their deternhaation of pushing the discovery to the lumos-t 
advantage, if the. advices received met with confrmationi^ 

The Emperor, who could not rest content with the security 
and competency ho enjoyed, luid frequendy expressed his 
anxiety to make an effort for the recovery of his throne and 
capital, and employed all his influence to induce the English 
Government to support the attempt; but Lord Clive, wiiose 
extended foresight and ex traordinary knowledge of the Native 
character and resources of the several nations and factions 
then in the ascendant in the North of India, c<jnvineed him of 
the hopelessness of such an expedition, used every exertion 
to dissuade the Emperor from undertaking it, and positively 
refused any support should he resolve to make the attempt. 
Notwithstanding which, the Emperor entered into corres- 


Vereitjt, App^txJiV, pp. 37-8. 
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^ pondence v/xtb the Mabrattas, vrith a view of procuring their 
as<sistai)ce in his darling scheme. This proceeding gave much 
annoyanco to the Government, who directed General Smith to 
disoourago the Emperor's project^ and ta throw every obstack 
iii the way of a treaty with the Muhrattas, who would naturally 
be very ready to seize any excuse for assembling a force and 
entering the districts of ICorah and Anaha])ach the recovery of 
which they were well known to have set their hearts iipoin 

It way resolved, that as soon as the approaching Poonali 
or settlonicnt of the revenue accounts at Moorahedalvad was 
over. Lord CJivo and General Carnac should proceed up the 
country, and endeavour to arrange a defensive alliance of the 
frontu i powers with Shoojah-oo-Dowlab, so as to secure his 
dominions from the probability of attack,—a measure in which 
it^was inferred that the Jaths and EohilUhs would readily 
concur, as any check to the encroachments of jhe Mahrattas 
was to tlicm an object of importance. Shoojah-oo-Dowlali 
wa'5 accordingly instructed to invite them to send agents to 
aiiend at the conference, empowered to conclude n treaty to 
the above effect. 

Amongst the instructions given by the Court of Directors 
to Lord Clive and the Select Commitee, w^te two points dn 
wlaich they expressed themselves in the strongest terms, the 
more so that frequent orders on the same subjects had hi¬ 
therto been disregarded; these were the total suppression of 
the ir.iand trade and the reduction of the Batta allowed to the 
Army. 

To both these points Lord Clive turned his early 'attention. 
His CO? dijot t- ’ regards the former measure has been severely 
unnuadverted upon ; but before forming an opinion, the whole 
of tlio attendant ciroums:ances should be carefully consi¬ 
dered. That the grossest abuses connected with the inland 
trade had been committed for several years past was undenia¬ 
ble, and the interests of the Company and the inhabitants of 
the country were alike sufferers. These evils howev^^iv were 
to a great extent attributable rather to the rapacity and 
injustice of the individuals engaged and their agents, than 
to the system itself. The salaries of all. grades of Civilians 
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vory STwall, and Lord Clive had \vitLi a strong baud x 
putrdowu their most important source of emolumoni, by com^ 
peiling the execution of the Covenants, thus putting a stox> 
to the general receipt of presents and douceurs. Had ho 
entirely stopped i\\o only remaining resource^ derived from the 
inland trade, a large portion of the service would, though 
holding most important appointments, have been reduced to 
comparative beggary, for their actual salaries were barely 
snfQoieut to meet the single article of house rent, as tLvcn 
ordinarily paid. He therefore determined to abolish the great 
evil of individual oppression ; but to retain the, monopoly of 
salt, betel-nut, and tobacco, to be carried on, under the orders 
of Government, by a Oornmittoe appointed for the purpose, for 
the benefit of the Company’s Civil and Military services. A 
duty was to be first deducted on account of the C^ompany, 
estimated to yield 000 annually, and the remaining pro¬ 
fits were ordered to be divided into. 54 shares, and diatribiUed 
amongst three classes of recipients. To the. first class, 85 
shares were allotted, divided as follows—to thb Governor 
shares,^ the Second in Council and the Commander-in- 
Ohief each 3 shares, the remaining JO Gentlemen of Council 
and the other 8 Colonels of Brigades each 2 shares. To 
the second class was allotted 12 shares, divided amongst 
1 Chaplain, U Senior Merchants, and the 3 Lleutenaht- 
Colonels, giving each two-thirds of a share. The third 
class had 9 shares allotted to it, divided amongst 13 Lactofs, 4 
Majors (including the Major of Artillery), 6 First Surgeons, 

1 Secretary to Oouncil, 1 Sub-Accountant, I ^Persian Trans¬ 
lator, and 1 Export Ware-house keeper, allowing each one- 
third of a share.f This arrangement, however faulty it may 
have been, was a great improvement on the previous system, 
as it tended greatly to check individual abases and oppression, 
tranaferred tlie collections to Government, secured a profit 
to the Company^ and a considerable addition to, the otherwise 


• It must be n^entionefl to Uje credit of Lord Clive, that Although he fixed fiv 
sbares u3 the GovemorA allowAwoe, he did so with the declared resolutioD of n' 
receiving u farthing himself. Vide, Verelst, pp. 

f Fourth Report of the Committee of Secrecy, Appendix No. SB. 
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^$oanty salai’ios of the ae’nior servants of Governoient, Civil 
ami Military, The soale of distribution was eubseqaently 
mouiiied^ owing partly to the increase of Field Officers ; the 
whole number of shares being fixed at sixty> 

The other point insisted upon by the Court was the re- 
duotiou of tho Batta allowed to the officers of the Army. 
As this allowaace was orio of considerable, arnoiint, and its 
withdrawal J)rodactive of serious consequences, it becomes 
necessary t<Jl go somewhat more into detail regarding the 
circumstances attending it. i n the earlier days of the Anny> 
tho officers in Bengal were on the same footing as those 
ut the other Presidencies, and drew afixedrateof pay, which 
formed their not receipts when in Garrison or at the Presi¬ 
dency ; when they took tlie field they wore allowed an 
extra monthly sum to cover the increased expenses incurred 
thereby, which was denominated Batta, and half this sum 
was allowed when at a detached station, but not actually iu 
the field. After the battle of Plassey, which placed Meer Jaffior 
Khan on the inusiuid, tliat Prince bestowed upon tho officers 
iiu additional sum equal to tho Batta, which was termed double 
Batla ; and as during his rule the greater proportion of the 
force was constantly in the field, he continued that allowance 
with the sanction of Government. Moer Kossim If.han, on 
his accession to the Soobahdaree, anxious to obtain the good 
mil of tho Army, confirmed the grant; but when the Com¬ 
pany obtained the assignment of the districts of Midnaporc 
Burdwan, and Chittagong, expressly to cover tho extra ex¬ 
penses of maintaining a force in the field for the protection 
of tho Soobahdaree/the Court of Directors issued continu¬ 
ed and peremptory orders for the wiilulrawal of this extra 
allowauce, which would then have caused a conshlerable 
saving to their own treasury. In September 17t)l, tho 
Council in Calcutta appears to have meditated acting upon 
those orders, and to have instituted an enquiry into the state 
of the case, and to have formed a code of revised regulations. 


» Thud Report. Appendix No.'52. Yerelst, Appentlisr^ pp, 11^ 0. For a li^t of 
Oic MiJitary recipients of iho lir^* year's profits, vide Appendix Z, 






,] MEMORUL AQAIKn’ llEOrjCTlON) 0¥ THE BATTA. 551 

'^down tbe amount of allowances to bo drawn ia difler* . 
out fliuiations; at the same tiino a statement was submitted, 
showing the diiierenoe of allowances between the King’s and 
Company’s troops; and a gratuity was autliorlsed, pending the 
sanction* of the Court, placing the Company’s oftioers and 
soldiers on the same footing as those of the Royal Army, A 
inemorial was, however, submitted, dated ;2ist September 
1751, signed by 39 officers, praying that the allowance of 
doubio Batta ryught not be withdrawn, on account of the 
heavy expenses to which they wore subjected, wbeii serving 
in tAie field at a distance from the Presidency ; and represent¬ 
ing in the words of the — 

‘V That it would he iinpOBsihlo for an offiom* to live in a 
** manner suitable to his station, if that reduction took place; 
hpuse^reiit and the prices of all provisions being so greatly 
increased within a few preceding years, while their allowau- 
cos in garrison continued the same: that it was only with 
the ussistonco of what little an officer could save out of his 
Full Biittu ill the field, that he was enabled to ^Bubsist 
decently the rest of the year in garrison, and fit himself out 
for the next campaign; and that it would readily appear 
how little could be saved in the field, when the great 
expences an officer is there liable to, were considered, to 
** say nothing of the losses he often met with by the deatli 
of horses, and the desertion and interception of coolies 
with his baggage, for which no allowance was made. 

That it was true the officers qu the, Coast subsmted ou 
less Batta, but this was not without much difficulty, though 
most kind of provisions are much clnjaper there than in 
Bengal; that the campaigns of these officers were never at 
** such a distance from one settlement or other, either Eng- 
“ lish or foreign, as to oblige them to carry so largo a stock 
“ of necessaries with thorn as an officer in Bengal was under 
“ a necessity of doing, since this army was generally 8 or 
400 miles from Calcutta, the only place whence they could 
** bo suppliod,~Patna, OoBsimbazar, and the other subordi- 
nates affording little or nothing : That the being obliged 
** to carry so nuicli baggage, made ilie expence of hiring coolie.^ 



KSTIMATK OF eXPKMCE.%. 


{m 



run very high; whereas the supplies that are sent to the 
camp from the cliffereut setilements on the Coast, did not 
“ bear so exorbitant a price, nor were the charges of carriage 
‘‘ so great: That if an officer, by the means of great fniga* 
“ lity, and denying himself the*comforts of life, in a long 
'‘ course of years had it in bis power to lay by a little money, 
perhaps to maintain a family, or to enable him to revisit 
his native country, yet he must pay an extravagant price 
before he could get a passage home t That the redaction 
'' of Batta would entirely deprive him of the hope of return- 
ing; there being no half-pay allowed, nor any other provi* 
sion made, as there is in His Majesty’s servieo for tho$e who 
may be rendered incapable of serving themselves or their 
" country, by old ago, loss of limbs, or other aocidoriti^, which 
a soldier is always liable to : That in India their rank is 
inferior to tliafc of the King’s officers ; and thtitin Europe 
they have no military rank at all. • 

“ That they, therefore, trust in the justice of the Pre- 
siderfey, not so far to under-rat© the service of their military 
“ officers, as to think of reducing their aliowancOyi when they 
have already so greatly the disadvantage, in point of mteTest/ 
of every'Other branch of theT'Jompany’s servaiits/tt^^^^ no- 
thing but their zeal for the service, and a rogard for 
profession, can he sapposod to retain them in 
tTpon this the Oouucil directed Captains Champion and 
Broadbridge, the two senior Captains at tKe Presidency, who 
had signed the memorial, to deliver in by the next Oouucil 
day, an estunato of such extraordinary expenses as thhy 
judged to be necessary in the field. These officers accordingly 
prepared and laid before tlie Board the following curious 
statement:— 

T'ort William, September, JTOI. 

Estimate of expences monthly necessary for a Captain 
during a campaign : 


Head servant... 

Another ditto.. 


Oarrison. 

8 


Field. 

10 

6 


Difference.. 

3 


• Ninth Report, p, 570, and Appendix No. 1, 
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Fklil 

j.Uff'erence 

Cook..... 

4 

0 

5 

Barber .. 

1 

2 

1 

Washerman .. 

1 

2 

1 

Bearers ..... . --- 

♦ 16 

41 

.25 

Coolies for baggages, eigbfc 

0 

0 

40 

Two Peons.. 

0 

0 

12 

Hor.se-keeping -. 

0 

0 

m. 

Difference of the price of liqtKjra. 


Maderia 80 bottles^ at .1-8 


.each 40 0 


Boer .30 ditto 


CO 




Amok 15 ditto 


8 12 


71 4 


.Supposing five to moss togetlier, proportion of 

coolies .. . .i.... 40 

For extraordinary dearness of provi.sionsj oil, 

vinagar, &c. .. 4 q 

Bo* wearingapparci.. . . 4 q 


0 

0 


A. Es....... 3/3 0 

It is to bo observed, that no allowance is made /or tbe 
“ prime cost of horse and palanquin,jjjrludr cannot be less 
“ Ihan 1,000 rupees, nor for risques, breakage, and losses 
" of all sorts, to which an officer is liable during the course 
“ of a campaign.”* 

In consequence of this representation, the Council deter- 
uiined to postpone the orders for withdrawing the double 
Batta, until the, pleasure of the Court of Directors sboiild ho 
known. To ttiis reference the Court replied in their general 
letter to Beugai, dated the t)th of March 1763, in substance 
to the following effect 

“ That the extraordinary allowance of Double Batta was 
‘‘ what they could not pass over without some animadversions; 
‘‘ that such an increase of allowance was not only oiuirelv 
new to them, but no reasons were given why, of late, it 
should be deemed more necessary than it was heretofore. 


^ Nilitli Beporty p. ij 80. 
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'I'hcy observed tliat iheir oompliancc therewith is foiraded 
'‘ on an estimate^ which appears to be of a very extraordinary 
“ nature, with regard to the great number of servants said 
“ to bo necessary in the field; to the alleged dearness of 
“ provisions, which the Diroctofs have reason to believe, is 
“ greater on the Coast of Coromandel than in Bengal ; and 
“ also to the iinin'ecedented article for wearing appaicl.” 
They further remarked that, “notwithstanding the captains 
“ rate their field expenses at SIfiArcot rupees per month, 
“ yet, by the general list of Batta, inserted by the Presidency 
“ among their military regulations of 17C1, it appears that 
“ they had even exceeded this estimate, by allowing each 
“ captain 12 Arcot rupees per day for bis common fi«id ex- 
“ penoes, and 20 when commanding a detachment; and 
“ they alleged, that his Lrujesty’s troops necessarily expect the 
“ same indulgence, and the Company’s troops at their other 
“ setiloments, will think themselves equally entitled thereto : 
“ That, by tb (3 aocol'int in the consultation of 85th Seiheni- 
“ her 17C1, the Batta to officers only, on the establishment 
» at Bengal, amounted to current rupees 209,184-4, in the 
“ year, to November 1760; which, together with the great 
'• additional pum for the allowance of ono Arcot rupoo 
» per day to three private men, was an expence which ought 
“ not, without the most absolute necessity, to have been 
“ complied with to such an unreasonable extent: and that 
“ these considerations should have influenced the Presi- 
“ dency so far as not to have supported ' the rank of the 
“ oflicers, so much to the prejudice of the Company, more 
“ especially at a time when so great losses and charges 
“ were incurred by the war.” They added that “ they could 
“ not admit the arguments of the officers, advanced in their 
“ letter of the 2Ist September 1761, in support of their 
“ demands, to be of sufficient force ; for that, Ihongh 
“ they (the Directors) were desirous to answer their original 
engagement with the military gentlemen, and to grant 
" them encouragement suitable to their merit, yet it could 
not he justly expected that they should bo enabled to 
‘ raise such fortunes as might load them to quit the service 
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/^hort Bpaco of time» an inconvenience which of late A, 
frequently bappeued."^^ 

JI?:^ving in other letters wntton in the interim repeated 
their orders for the witlidrawal of this allowance, tlio Conn* 
oil at Oalcatta in Feb. 1763, appointed a special committee, 
of which Majors Adams and Carnao \vere members, to re¬ 
port. how far the Company’s orders could he carried out, 
and what reductions could be made; but being tlien on the 
eve of a campaign with Meer Kos^im Khan, it was not consi 
dered advisable to withdraw the allowanco of double Batta, a 
measiiro which could not fail to create a feeling of discontent 
in the army, on whose services at the time they were so 
entirely dependent. In a letter dated the 1st of Juno 1704, 
the Court reiterated their most positive orders that tho. 
double Batta should bo withdrawn from the date of the 
receipt of that letter, and the whole army placed on single, 
Batta; and further, that the single Batta should bo reduced 
when circumstances would admit of it, tliat is in canton¬ 
ment and in garrison, in tho former of which only half 
single Batta was to be allowed, and in tho latter no Batta 
at all-t 

This letter was received in January 1765, and the Ooun- , 
oil recorded in their proceedings of the 2r>th of that month,' 
that as the Batta to the Army was thought proper and ne¬ 
cessary, on account of their being engaged on actual servic.e 
of so much consequence, the redaction thereof should ))o 
deferred for the present, at least till tho arrival of Lord 
Clive and the other members with the expected Field Offi¬ 
cers : and added, ‘‘ that they hoped, by the example and. 
support of the latter, to meet with less difficulty in this 
undertaking/^ 

The war being brought to a close, and the Army re- 
orgaiu:^ed and moved into cantonments, Lord Olive deter¬ 
mined to carry out the Company's views. Orders weio ac¬ 
cordingly issued, that from tho 1st of January J7G6, the 
double Baita should be withdrawn, except as regarded the 2nd 


NiDtli Report, p, 5S0, 
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rigacle then stationed at Allahabad, whiob/on account of 
tho high price of provisions at that station, and the expence 
of procuring the necessary European articles at so great a 
distance from the Presidency, were to bo allowed the double 
** Batta in the field, and tho old original single Batta in canton'* 
inonts or in garrison, until tliey should be rcoalled within tho 
provinces/’ and this rule was made applicable to all troops, 
when employed beyond tho Karumnassa. The reat of the 
Army was to receive single Batta when marching'or in the 
.•field, and half single Batta, when in cantonment or in garrisou 
as at Mongheer and Patna-; but when at the Presulency or 
its immediate subordinate factories, were to bo placed on tho 
same footing as the troops on the Coast; that is to say^ were 
to receive no Batta at all^ In the hitter case however, they 
were furnisbed with quarters. These arrangements were re¬ 
ported to the Court of Birectors in a letter dated the 31 st of 
Janiiax 7 176G, of which the following is an extract :™ 

0. Tho opportunity which the restoration of peace affords 
for carrying into execution your orders relauve to the Batta 
* allowed to military officers, will contribute groutly to tho 
** increase of your surplus fund. Those orders, although 
reasonable and necessary, could not, however, bo con*- 
venienlly enforced before the public tranquillity, and mi)i- 
tary discipline and subordination were firmly established. 
It was also requisite, before wo entered upon a rediio- 
tion of pay, to devise the means of their living cheap- 
er, and of supplying them with liquors and other stores, 
at a more moderate T>nce than those articles had usually 
‘‘ been furnishod. We must likewise observe, that regiment- 
jug the troops has not only conduced to the reformation 
we proposed, but facilitated the reduction of expenco you 
** euioin; a soldier who knows and performs his cliity, will 
neither expect nor require the surperfluities and luxuries 
of life. 

Accordingly^ we have ordained, that on the first day of 
the present month, the customary Batta shall be struck blT 
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the troops in general, excepting the Brigade station'* A 
^ in Shujah Dowlah’s dominions, who, on ncoount of 
the high price of provisions, and the cliffioulty of prociir- 
ing stores, will be allowed double Battn in the field, and 
‘‘ half double Batta in contonments and in garrison, until 
they arc recalled to the provinces. 

“ Eox* the same reasons, Half Batta is continued to the 
troops quartered at Patna and iiongheer; hiU the rest ol 
thearniy, we mean the detachments at subordinate stations 
and other places, that are not engaged in actual service^ 

“ aru reduced precisely^ on a footing with the Company’s 
forces on the coast; even those stationed at Mongheer and 
‘‘ Patna receive the same exact Batta as your troops at 
Tricbinopoly.^ 

Prom such regulations, and also from the check given to 
‘‘ the many shameful abuses committed in musters, returns, 

“ hospital bills, boats, and other articles, we may affirm vrith 
“ coufidenco, that the charges of your whole establishment, 
civil and military, including your fortifications, will fall short 
of the amount expended during tlie course of the late war, 

“ on your army alone ; and yet it is proposed if you supply us 
duly with recruits, to maintain the complete establishment 
“ projected by Lord CliVe, and tlie most formidable army that 
ever took the field in Bengal IHom what causes yoi.ur mili- 
tarv expences swelled to such immeasurable bounds, requires 
‘V no explanation. Certain it is that they far exceeded the 
siqqdies, so liberally voted by the British Parliamcat, for an 
*■ army of auxiliaries employed to oppose the combined forces 
of the most Powerful Princes in Christendom. 

This arrangement will bo better understood by the follow¬ 
ing statement, showing the actual amount draNVu by eueu 
officer at the Presidency, in garrison, in cantonment, in llio 
field, or serving beyond the Karumnassa. 
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STATEMENT OF ALt.OWANCES. 

showing the Pat/^ Batta, and 'Uldiiional AUowanoos to 
ferent Banha of MtUUiry OffUen, scrvimj on the Bengal EyUahluhmenU^ 



4 Barrack Mustor. 
(Xo'vn Adjvttaut. 


121 

02 



Hank. 

* 

Pay per Month in So¬ 

nant 11 upees, being 
the net amount in 

Garrison or at the 

Presidency. 

§ 

, 

^ <ri g 
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os ^ 

Sa 

w 

^ |S| 

■e « S-r 
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< E S g 
Cl Q s 

f£,00^ 
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2:=2 
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£' -r 
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1 ' ’S 
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§ 

PP .O g 

'111 

P 


fColonel .. 

310 0 C 

387^ 

i 775 

1550 


Lieutenant Colonel . 

218 0 (] 

' SIO 

6,20 

1240 


1 Major.... 

180 0 0 

2321 

f 465 

030 

-p 

« 

1 Captain ...r****....;.. m.... 

121 0 0 

93 

186 

372 

\<a 

) Captain Lieutenant. 

i\2 0 0 

93 

1.86 

372 

l-H 

1 Lieutenant.. 

63 0 0 

02 

124 

■ ..'24ft" 


f Ensign .... 

50 0 0 

m 

81 

03 

93. 

62 

124 

S’i 

? Captain .. 

124 0 0 

186 

972 



02 0 0 

02 

124 

248 
1.86 " 

1 

(Ensign .. 

00 0 0 

40.} 

03 

"•Captain .. 

118 0 0 

00 

186 

8li 

i-, 1 

^ Captain Lieutenant . 

00 0 0 

03 

.186 

312 

§ i 

[ Ei,-st I Aoutenant . 

70 0 0 

02 

' 1.24 

2m 

f .Second Lieutenant . 

70 0 0 

02 

124 

' 2 m 

< i 

liioutenant Eireworkor... 

60 0 0 

40^ 

93 

186 


'Captain .. 

. 185 0 !) 

03 

IBO 

972 

b 

Captain Lieutenant ...... 

no 6 8 

03 

186 

972 

’VS 

First Lieutenant . 

112 10 6 

62 

124 

248- 

fe 

Second Lieutenant . 

00 10 7 

62 1 

124 

•M8 


i^Oornot. 

99 10 7 

m 

03 

186 

( 

Quarter Master General. 

131 0 0 

03 

J86 

.,372 

r 

Judge Advocate General. 

121 0 0 

03 

186 

■ 


Chaplain... 

131 0 0 

03 

186 

■ 

} 

Aid-doCamp. 

131 0 0 

03 

fi»> 

.1 SO 

186 

372 

j Field EiigiMer. 

12 i 0 0 

Uo 

03 

180 

O l li 

372 

■w ^ Bn^ftclc Major . 

124 0 0 

03 

186 

372 ' • 


Surgeon .... 

X2 L 0 0 

03 

180 

372 


Surgeon-J^^ssi^tant.. 

in 0 0 

62 

12 i 

218 


Adjutant... 

6:2 0 0 

02 

121 

248 ‘ 


Quarter Master. 

02 0 Oi 

02 : 

124 

248 

Commissary & Conductor 

50 0 0 


03 

186.. 

^ . f Interpreter. 

121 0 C) 

03 1 

186 

372 

« 2 1 

Paymaster... 

124, 0 0 

03 1 

180 

372 

1.3 ! 

Doputy Paymaster . 

02 0 0 

02 j 

124 

248 

ConimiBsary of Musters ; 

124 0 0 

03 j 

180 

372 

1 

Deputy ditto ... 

02 0 0 

62 j 

124 

243 


Commissary of Boats ... 

121 0 0 

03 ■ 

186 

372 

1 Deputy ditto .. 

02 0 0 

02 ; 

124 

243 

.^.1. ( 

Town Major .. 

124 0 Ol, 





Com^ulfcd from the Ninth Ileport of iUe Coiuinitt^e of Secrecy, Appendix 3f 
. 'JOl. 
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idilion to tuo above sums, every Lieutenant attached^ 
To iTSipnhi Battalion drew an extra allowance of Q'Z lUipoes, 
and every Ensign of 50 Rupees, per tnonsem. 

Colonels commanding Brigades drew a table aliowauoG of 
40 Rupees per diem. 

In the Coloaers absence, the next senior Field officer 
commanding the Brigade receivelS tbe battaof the rank above 
his own, and the table allowance. Tbe Field officers also 
received their respective shares of the profits of tbe Inland 
Trade Association, as already explained. 

No tentage or house-rent was allowed at that time, or 
for several years siibsequeiit; but when marching, officers 
were supplied with tents, according to their rank, from the 
piiblio stores, which were curried at tbe Goveninient expense. 
In cantonments they fouiul their own quarters ; but at the 
Presidency and siibordiuafe factories, Barracks were found 
for them, I3oats vvore also supplied them when proceeding 
by water... 

These arrangements came into force in January 17(30, as 
directed, without any apparent demur on the part of tho 
officers, 'Memorials wore sent in froai each Brigade, but 
Lord Clive replied that the Court's orders were positive, and 
that no modification of the regulation could be permitted. No 
farther signs of diKScoiitent wore exhibited, and tho Govern¬ 
ment considored that tho arrangement, if not satisfactory, was 
likely to occasion no disturbance. 

■Whilst the members of Gov^Tnment congratulated them¬ 
selves on llio satisfactory and peaceable operation of their 
moasure.s for the rocluotionof the Military expenses, they 
were not unmindful of the efficiency of tln^ Army. Tho 
introduction of so large a number of Field officers had proved 
very beneficial in bringing about a comparatively high stato 
of discipline amongst the European soldiery, and also impos¬ 
ed an advantageous check upon tbe junior officers, who 
had acquired an impatience of control, partly owing to tho 
previous want of strict discipline, and partly to tbo slfcna- 
tieus of responsibility and separate command in which, not-r 
withstanding their youth and ineKporienco, they had hitherto 
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MO INCREASE OF FTRi-T). orncERs. 

Wii lately so froqaently . placed llio reduotion of allo\v- 
anoes also reDclerod it necessary to liold out spmo prospect 
of liigher i)romotion, as an equivalent for that loss; and this 
the appointment of the I^^ield officers was well calculated 
to afford The proportion of higbor grades was however, 
soon found to bo too limited, more especially as regarded 
tlic Sipahi Battalions, whicrti derived but little inurvediato 
benefit from their superintendeuce. In consequence of wbich^ 
in the early part of 1760, Lord Clive determined to appoint 
an additional Major to each Brigade, and acoorcliagly Super¬ 
numerary Major Pomblo was brought in, and the senior 
CaptaioB William Smitli and rrimrose Gallioz were promot- 
od to that grade. Ono of the Majors of each Brigade was 
posted away from the Head Quarters, generally at the prin¬ 
cipal outpost, Captain Chiistian Fischer, who was senior 
to all the above-mentioned ofiaoers, but who, owing to iiis 
being a foreigner, was debarred from rising beyond the rank 
of Captain, had been appointed a Brevet-Major, and the 
command of the force at Mooteejheel, near Mnorshedabad, 
conferred upon him. 

'rim aclvabco of a largo body of Mahratlas towards the 
provinces of Korali and Allahabad, consequent on the prior 
nogociations of the TCmperor with some of their leaders,, 
iudaced the Government to order General Smith to take 
up a more advanced position with his Brigade, the better 
to watch their movements and counteract any attempts that 
they might make upon those provinces. Accordingly, the 
greater part of the Artillery, and the wliole of the Sipahi 
Battuhons stationed at Allahabad and Korah, were moved 
into camp at Soomjpore; but owing to the heat of the wea- 
Uicr at that season, the Snd European Xlegimont remained 
in garrison. 

Lord Clive left Calcutta in the end of March 1706, to bold 
the first Poonah or revenue settlement with the young Na- 
waub, accompanied by General Carnac and the officers of their 
respective Staffs. Whilst ut Moorshcclabad, he received the 
official announcement tbo t the late Nawaub Meet Jaffier Kh^u 
had bequeathed him in his will a. legacy of five lakhs of 
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The new covenants prohibiting the receipt of pre* a. D. )76(L 
could not, strictly speaking, apply to a bequest of this 
nature, raoro especially as it was made prior to the ccxecu** 

(ion of that agreement; but Lord Clive, with a very proper 
senso of honour and regard to his position, determined not to 
take advantage of it on his own account, but with great 
consideration and humanity resolved to apply the amount to 
the forrxiaiion of a fund for the relief of officers and men in 
the Oompany’s Military service, disabled by the climate or by 
wounds, vesting the appropriation of the fund in the Council 
of Fort William as perpetual trustees. This determination ho 
announced to the Council in a letter dated from Mootoe- 
jheel, the Bth April, On receipt of this communi¬ 

cation, the Council on the 14th of the month, recorded 
their opinion that the acceptance of the legacy was in 
no way prohibited by the covenants, and expressed the;r 
** lively sense of his generous and welhplaced donation. 

to succour distress, which had so long called for relief.’" 

Such was* the origin of Lord Clive’s Fund, the benefits of 
which have since been experienced by thousands in, or 
connected with, the Company’s Military service; the sub¬ 
sequent details of the arrangement will be noticed more at 
length in another chapter. This act of liberality on the 
part of Lord Clive could not, however, exempt him from 
reproach; and even in modern times, an eminent liisto- 
rian has termed the transaction, an amhiguouH one, 
and with equal correctness states it to have been the founda¬ 
tion of Poplar Hospital, an institution with wdiioU the fund 
never had the slightest connection, the benefits of which are 
confined exclusively to the Company’s Marino service, and 
whicli was in existeiioe many years before Clive was born. 

Whilst Lord Clive was thus employed in promoting the 
interests of the service by this important and benefioia 
measure, a storm was brewing amongst the officers of 
Army, which threatened to annihilate the authority of 
Go^ ernment, to subvert all principles of discipline and . ^b- 
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ordination, and to sap tbe po ver of the British in'India to its 
very foundation.^ 

Although the orders for the reduction of tbe Batta had 
been carried into efi’eot on the 1st of January, without any 
apparent difficulty or manifest’opposition, a strong feeling 
of discontent and rosentmont pervaded the minds of the 
ncuijority of the ofQcers. The Field OffieerS“th0 seniors of 
whom were in a great measure strangers to the rest of the 
service, and personal friends of Lord Clivo, whilst the junh 
ors amongst them wore grateful for their recent and rapid 
promotion, and satisfied with, their positions--weies with 
one exception, exempt from all participation in or even 
knowledge*of the measures contemplated by the remainder of 
tho service. In fact, their situations were sufficiently lu^ 
orative, especially with their shares of the Inland Trade 
Society, to remove all cause of di.scontent. Sjjch however, 
was not the feeling entertained, by the Captains and Bubah 
terns : they had long been accustomed to situations of com¬ 
mand and responsibility; had been in large receipts, not 
only from their authorised allowunoes, but from more indirect 
means, to which the recent execution of the covenants had 
put iin end ; they had formed exaggerated notions of tho 
wealth of tho country anch the Government; and having 
witnessed several of their comrades retiring on considerabla 
fortunes, accumulated in a very few years’ service, they not 
only looked to obtain the same advantages, but regarded 
them as a right. They consequently considered the present 
order ns a tyrannical and uncalled-for act of positive injus¬ 
tice on the pare of their superiors, or in the words of the 
mo.st eminent Indian Historian, as n most unworthy at- 
tempt to deprive them of a share of those rich advantages 
^ for which they had fought and bled, only that a larger share 
of emolument might flow into the laps of those very men 
who were tho instruments of their opposition.” They had 
forgotten the success with which for the last six years 

As thij following details of this Aleetiug are takeii almost exclusively from the 
Nintli Report of the Committee of Secrecy, more especially from Mr. Strockey’s 
Narv.itive of the AtVair and from Caraccioli, it is not considered necessary to Iei\d 
the succeeding pages with numerous references to authority. 
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■d resisted ilie ixitroduction of this very measure, nor A 
lo'^ffocts of that ooalitioii by whiob, iu the preceding year, 
they had carried their point iu regard to Captain MaoPiier- 
eon's admission into the service. 

When the minds of all were in this excited state, it wanted 
only that some dehuite plan should be formed to insure tlxo 
eoncnrrenoe of the whole. The first attempt at combination 
appears to have originated with the 1st Brigade, and to have 
commenced in the end of December or beginning of January, 
in wluch hitter month it was communicated to the 2nd and did 
Brigades at Allahabad and Bankypore. The latter Brigad of 
which a portion was detached in theBetteab country, appears 
to have entered into the proposed combination without any 
hesitation. The 2nd Brigade, on receipt of the communica¬ 
tion requesting their concurrence, were partly in garrison, and 
partly in camp at Korah. The letter w'as addressed to the of¬ 
ficers in garrison, who immediately held a tneetiug to disciisa 
the subject, when a letter was also produced from the 8rd Bri¬ 
gade, announcing their participation in the plan. The officers 
at Allahabad however, decided upon referring the questum 
to their comrade^: at Korah, who in like manner toolc the 
matter into consideration and decided that, ‘‘ considering 
** themselves on actual service, they could not in honour im- 
mediately join in the defection, but that after the expiration 
of the present service, they would not contiuufe to hold 
their commissions to the prejudice of those oflioers who 
should resign in which opinion the officers in garrison 
coiipurfed, and their reply was forwarded accordingly. This 
state of neutrality did not long continue, the sense of 
honour and propriety gradually gave way to the influence 
of their own passions, and the urgency of their friends in 
the other Brigades, anerwitbiu a few weeks, the svhole body, 
notwithstanding their previous .acknowledgment that they 
could not do so in honour, gave in their full concurrence to 
the general scheme, and became as deeply involved as the 
other Brigades, although there was every reason to expect 
an early advance on the part of the Malirattas, 

Tho object of this combinatton was to compel the G-overu- 
ment to rescind tho order by means of a general and simnl 
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'(anooiiB resignation of their oorainissions on the part oFTha 
Oaptfiins and Subalterns of the wljole force. This plan, if it 
did not originate with Sir Robert Fletcher, which it appears 
to have done, evidently met with his approval, end he was 
undoubtedly cognizant of the proceedings of the olRcers 
throughout the whole afliiir. 

A committee of correspondence was appointed .in each 
.Brigade, with lull amhority to answer all letters that 
might come from their associates, and agree to, as well as 
propose, such meaeures as they should consider advisable. 
All officers at detached posts or stations were written to by 
their respective Brigades, and called upon to join in the 
general confederacy ; and in the course of a .few weeks 
nearly two hundred commissions were collected, a number 
little short of tliar, of the whole of the Captains and Subal¬ 
terns ill the service. Those were lodged in the hands of the 
Adjutants and Quarter Masters of the several Brigades, with 
a view to their being delivered to the respective Commanding 
officers on the 1st of June, the day Used for the general 
resignation. It was, however, agreed that they should servo 
as volunteers without pay, until the 15th of that month, by 
which time the decision of Oovernmout would he made 
known. Every officer joiniug the confederacy bound himself 
by a solemn oath to secrecy, and so cautiously were their 
plajks ami their meeling.s arranged, that not a single .Field 
officer in the service appears to have had the slightest suspi¬ 
cion of what was going on, except Sir Robert Fletcher. .Eve¬ 
ry officer moreover, was sworn, even at the hazard of his»own 
life, to preserve and defend the life of any member of the con¬ 
federacy who might be condemned to death by the sentence of 
a Court Mo.rtiBl ; whilst by refusing the usual advance of pay 
for June, and resigning their commissions, they considered 
that they would be absolved from any of the penalties inci¬ 
dent to mutiny and desertion. 

As an expedient to prevent any recantation, each member 
of the confederacy was further bound in a penalty of £6Q0 not 
to accept his commission again, unless the Batta was restor¬ 
ed. The following is a copy of the bond to which nearly two 
hundred officers affixed their signatures “Whereas we, the 
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'erwrittenj.iave ontvn-ed into an engagement to resign our A. o. 
’ commissions in the Honourable Company’s ser> ice, and not 
to resume them unless the battaof the troops is again rest 03 J 8 d 
to what it was in July and August i76t^“be it known unto 
lili men, that we hereby bind and oblige ourselves, soverah 
ly, not to accept of any commission in the servico of the 
HonouFable Company whatever, either through fear, com- 
pulsion, or clioice, uijlefjs the aforesaid batta is restored 
under the penalty of £500 sterling money of England: re- 
covorable in any of his Majesty’s courts of justice, by the 
majority or any five of the subscribers to this bond. Jf 
the battajs restored to the above'-mentioned standard, then 
this obligaticiA to bo void and of no effect, otherwise to 
remain in full force and virtue. In witness, &c., Signed, 

** sealed, and delivered, where no stamped paper is procti- 
rable." - 

As a further precaution, a general subscription was raised^ 
every officer subscribing according to his rank, to which a 
considerable sum, ^:aid to amount to Rs, 140,000, was added 
by the Civilians, who, in their animosity to Lord Clive for 
compelling the execution of tho covenants, looked upon the 
conduct of the Military'with great satisfaction, and held ont 
every indirect encouragement they were enabled to offer. 
Some of those gentlemen about the Government Offices 
went the length of corresponding with the mutineers, and 
giving them information of all that was passing. The sum 
thus collected, together with what might accrue from forfei- 
tnre^of the penalty bonds, was intended to form a fund for 
the support of such members as should stand in need of it, 
in case the whole of the cornmissions should be accepted, 
or, what was considered more probable, in case the ring-lead-* 
ers should be dismissed the service, even though the officers 
generally should be solicited tb retain their commissions, 
and the double JBatta be restored. 

irom tins fund the expenses of the voyage to Europe for 
any officer so circumstanced v^ere to be defrayed, and com- 
missons, of equal rank to those they lost, purohased for 
them ill the King’s service, to obtaining which, it never ap- 
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ears to have ocovuTod to theip^ that their present miitiiaoaa 
oonJuot would prove the slightest bar. 

Such was the nature of tho alarming confederacy into 
which nearly all the Captains and Subalteiiis of the Army 
had entered, with exception to a fow officers on em¬ 
ploy, and those chiefly at the Presidehoy; a eonfoderaoy that, 
if persisted in, appeared to leave Governnierjit but little op¬ 
tion except that of submission, especially as when the officers 
both of the European and Native Corps were so luianimons, it 
was a natural inference that they might easily bring the. whole 
of the troops pver to their sides* To the credit of the officers 
however, it must be stated, that not only was no attempt made 
to infliicnoe the men, but that such a measure never appears 
to have entered into their caloAilations* Had they dope so, 
there can bo little doubt that they would haye; been sucoess- 
jTuI, and thus supported, tlioy oonld have foroed the Govern- 
rnent into any terms they had thought proper to dictate^ 

Wiiilst Uie plot was ripening, the hopes of tfie mutineers 
were raised by the intelligence, that a force of between fift/ 
and sixty thousand Mahrattas, was rapidly approaohing, and 
preparing to invade the province of Korah, a oirpumstance 
wliicb it was considered vvoulcl obviate any chance,pf opposi¬ 
tion on the. part of Governrdont. Jt was owing to this iu- 
toUigence that GenerarSmith was directed, as already stated, 
to take poatat Soorajpore, with the Artillery and Nativo portion 
of the 2nd Brigade. 

Such was the state of affairs in the end of March, whoa, 
little suspecting tlie impending danger, Lord Clive and Ge¬ 
neral Carnac proceeded to MoorsUedabad. 

On the 22iid of April, whilst occupied with tho affairs that 
had brought him to that station, Lord Olive received a letter, 
dated the 19th April, from Mr. Verelst, who remained in Cal¬ 
cutta, enclosing a memorial from the officers of tho 3rd 
gade at Bankypore, who behaved throughout with less vio¬ 
lence than the other two Brigades, and who appear to have 
been desirous of obtaining tbeir object without any unneces¬ 
sary display of insubordination or opposition. This memorial 
was without date, and was io the following effect:— 
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luduced to believe, by a.d. 
your great ;50al for theinterest bf the Horionrablo East India 
Company, that you wilf not think innvortliy ybur notico 
the sufferings of thbse that servo them, and wish for neW 
opportunities to advance their power, ^Ye take the liberty, 
in as few lines as possible, lest we might misapply your* 
valuable moments, to speak with truth the miseries that 
either press, or tliroaten us every where, in consequence 
of the orders of the 3ist of I)eoemheri for the curmiling 
of batta. 

“ Without necesaories, 'tis presumed, it will-not be said 
we can subsist in Indostan; and all commQ&itie^ thence^ 
notwithstandiag, as wo are told, your kind eadeavours to 
the contrary, still bring tlie usual i)fme3 at the Presidency; 
and here, as formerly, fifty, sixty, and upwards, to two 
hundred per cent.,,more than, at Port William. 

The wages of servants too remain unalterable. Nor is 
this all, but every black fellow has his peculiar province, 
beyond which he cannot be brought to serve. Indeed, 
to an officer nothing is new CTtoept multiplied distress. 

If we fail here, nvy lord and gentlernen, to make sufficiently 
apparent, how inadequate 'io,the Support of mn officer is his 
present allowance, we will bo rea<|y, ut any time, to lay 
before you an estim.ate of expenoes, which we may ven* 
tare to promise iia, you will think essentially requisite to 
the support of nature, and the station he is honoured ^yith ; 
but 'twere becoming todious, contrary to our promise, if we 
detained you here with the fatigues of an officer in hot 
and rainy weather the necessity of his having an hors^ 
or palanquin, and the present impossibility of his procur¬ 
ing either; therefore waving this, we only beg leave, before 
wo close, just to rnontion Madras and Bombay, and the 
cheapness of everything at those settlements ; Aniazing in¬ 
deed, if compared with the price of this : a truth well 
known to all, the honourable gentlemen wo serve except* 
ed ; who, as from best authority we have’ it, think inversely 
of Ibis matter, believing that cheapness of necessaries is 
chiefly to be met with in Bengal. However, my lord and 
gentlemen, we cannot but believe you will undeceive them ; 
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aiuj, sociire of thoir coT<curreace, from arguments iman- 
swerablo, .'will cancel tlie orders before mentioned of tlie 
8l8t Daoeruber, wbioli are already most severely felt; and 
if not countermanded, must quickly bring poverty and ' 
wretchedness on those that are, with the greatest siivcerity, 

‘‘ My Lord and Gentlemen, your most obedient, &c. f’ 


CAPTAINS. 


ENSIGNS. 


Jas. Morgan. 

Wm. Denman. 

V, jduffield. 

Edwd. Reid. 

James Thomas. 

J. Scott. 

Wm. Nugont. 

Ja.s. Home. 

Tlios. Koper. 

J. Brown. 

John Coker. 

llalph JMfddloton. 

CAFT.-LTEO TENANTS. 

Fran, lioberUon. 

Patrick Duff, Arlilkry. 

John ArmstroDg* 

John G. Kohinson. 

George Hooke. 

John Mair. 

Henry Townley. 

LIEUTENANTS. 

Alex. Shirwin. 

liobt. Davidson. 

Kobt. Ste^Yart. 

George Thomas. 

N. Davis. 

Henry Williams. 

Chas. OolHns. 

Chas. Scott, Artillery^ 

Chas. Wero. 

liobt. Shand. 

Thos. Bailie. 

Wm. Mason, Artillery. 

Francis Field. 

John Grant. 

G. Goodyar. 

Thom. M’Donald, Artillery. 

Thos. Penning, 

John Dickson. 

R. Angerstein. 


Thos. Dundas. 

John Forbes. 

Wm. Farmer. 

Lord Olivo replied tho same day, that as the me¬ 
morial did not apiiear to have been transmitted through Sir 
Kobert Barker, it should bo immediately forwarded to that 
officer, 'With an intimation that the Council could not take 
into consideration any documeut not brought before them 
through the proper channel. Should it, however, have' 
been received from the Commanding officer, he recom¬ 
mended that a reply should be sent similar to that given 
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ther previous remonstranoea, when the order was first 
issued, with this addition, that the Council observed that 


the latter letter was signed by several Lieutenants of the 
Sipalu Battalions, who were in receipt of the extra allow¬ 
ance of 2 RvS, per diem, which, with their pa}’ and single Batta, 
amounting to Bs, 248 per meuaeni, oould not be'deemed an 
inadequate subsistence. 

Siih, no suspicion existed of the combination on foot, until 
the 28lh of April, when Lord Clive received a letter from Sir 
Eobert Fletcher at Mongheev, dated the 25th of that 
announcing that the officers of his Brigade seemed deter' 
mined upon making an effort for the recovery of their Batta, 
and that their commissions were to be forwarded to him be¬ 
fore fbe 1st of the following montli, with an intimatioa of 
their refusal to draw any advance of pay for the month of 
May,, but of their willingness to serve as volunteers without 
pay until the decision of G-overntnent should be known. 
ITo. also enclosed a letter which ho liad received the day 
before, Irom Sir Eobert Barker at Bankypore, regarding 
certain discoveries the latter had mado of the intention of tho 
officers of lus Brigade. 

It is here necessary to observe that, aUboiigli, as subset 
quently proved, Sir Eobert Fletcher had been acquainted with 
the intentions and proceedings of the mutineers frefba the end 
of Lecomber—that is, for four months,—this was the fir.sf 
intimcttioit of any description that he had given to Govern- 
merit, and this appears to have been forced from him by Sir 
Eobert Barker’s communication. 

Xhe latter officer hud only just returned from his expedition 
to Bettiab, and had ordered a Court JVIartial to investigate 
the circumstances attending a fire, by which nearly half the 
Bungalows at the station had been destroyed. This accident 
originated in a quarrel between Captain-Lieutenant Patrick 
Duff of tho Artillery and Ensign Davis tho Adjutant of the 
3rd European Eegiment, owing to the latter refusing to give* 
up his commission, wliiob Captain Duff endeavoured to force' 
from him, when a scuffle ensued, lights were thrown down, 
aaJ tho Bungalow cavight fire. The oircumstimees attend- 
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ung tliis investjgatiorj, aroused the suspicion of Sir Robert 
Barker, atul alarmed the confedorates, who fearing a prema¬ 
ture discovery, resolved to anticipate the original date of resig¬ 
nation, and to fix the Ist of May, to which both the lat and Srd 
Brigades agreed ; but the 2nd was too far distant to receive tbo 
intimation in sufficient time. Sir Robert Barker immediate¬ 
ly wrote to Sir Robert Fletcher as stated above, mentioning 
his suspicions, and enquiring if the latter oiGBcer bad any 
reason to believe the evil extended to the other Brigades. 
Sir Robert •Fletcher forwarded a copy of his reply to Lord 
Olive, in which he treated the matter ]iglitly“--'menuonod that 
there had been some talk three months ago amongst his 
ofScers of resigning, but that ho attached no importance to 
it and imagined it had died away; that he certain!}^ had 
heard v/ithiu tbo last few days that they had some thoughts 
of resuming their demands, but that ho did not consider it a 
matter for serious notice; and that at tbo worst, they could 
but resign, and afford an opportunity of eelcoting the 
** best, and turning the worst to the right-about/' 

On the day following the receipt of Sir Robert Fletcher'e 
communication, the 29th of April, all doubts as to the exis- 
toace, and extended nature of the confederacy were pu t an end 
to, by the receipt of a letter from the camp at Korab, dated the 
15fch Aprih signed ** Full Balia'* This letter was addressed 
to Captain Scipio Carnac, who belonged to the 2pd Brigade ; 
and who immediately laid the letter, of which the following is 
a copy, before Lord Clive 

** SiK,—In consequence of the orders of the 81st of Be- 
cember, the officers of the first, second and third Brigades, 
came to an agreement of resigning their commissions, which 
are now lodged to the amount of one hundred and thirty. 
We therefore request you will send your commission to some 
“ friend in the first Brigade, and therewith some such direc- 
tions as you may think proper, as experience has shewn 
there is no dependence on verbal tloclarations. All the ab- 
** sentees have been wrote to on this occasion ; and wo trust, 
‘‘ whatever step you take, you will not mako this known. 
A subscription has been opened here for supporting those 
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may want it, in cas^ the Council hiay think proper 
** to acceptor all our commisions, or to indemnify those who 
ay be pointed out as principals and suffer, should vhe 
** batta even be restored. Wo likewise desire to know your 
resolution regarding it. Let ua have your answer as soon 
as possible. Direct to any of as at the regiiiient at Alla’ 
** habad. 


I am, (fee., 

Loll BatTs\. 


** Cor ally 15M Aprily 176(h 

P. S.—-The enclosed subsoriplion has been signed by 
the above one hundred and thirty officers; if you consent 
“ to the above, sign tbo enclosed, and forward it with your 


answer. 


We the undernaiBcd officers of the second Brigade, do 
hereby bind ourselves by our honour to pay a sum of 
money, in proportion to our rank we hold in theGompany's 
service, in order to defray the expence of going to England, 
and purchasing an equal commission in his Majesty*s ser- 
vice, for any officer or officers, who may be singled out to 
“ suffer in the cause in which we are now engaged/' 

A second letter was also received nearly at the same time 
from the 1st Brigade, addressed t(> Captains Frederick Smith 
and Thomas Pearson, the fornier A. D. G. and the latter 
Secretary to the Commancler-in-Ghief, both of whom belonged 
to that Brigade. The contents of this letter were of a moro 
violent tone than the one already received, and were to the 
followi n g effect: —‘ 

GENTf.EMEN,—We are now to inform you, that all the 
officers here, and those at Patna and Allahabad (except a 
few, and those pimps to power too) have resolved to resign 
the service, the first day of May next, unless the butta is 
** restored to what it was in July and August 1763; and 
request that you will concur with us in refusing to serve, but 
'' upon those terms. This is no hasty ii).-condjucted scheme,but 
the settlca resolution of the Thuee Brigades, who arc, 
to a man, resolved to send every officer to everlasting 
** Coventry, wlro refuses to join in a caiu/e so just and 
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honourable. We therefore beg that you Avill, immedmeiy 
** iipoa receipt of this, transmit your sontiments to some of 
your friends here, who may communicate them to us.. We 
** further beg, chat you \vill consider maturely on this subject 
“.before you come to any resolution; for depend upon it, wo 
nro determined to go through with it, at the risque of life, 
“ fortune, friends, and every thing that is dear and sacred. 
“ The genii emeu at Moradbaiig may be able to in form you 
of material circumstances.—Till wo have your answer, wo 
arc truly and sincerely, 

“ Your friends,. 

“ Tuk First Brigade. 

“ Mon^hj/Vy 27th Aprils 17 ( 36 /' 

The “ gentlemen at Moradbang" alluded to above, were 
the officors of the detachmen: doing duty at Moorshedabad, 
all of whom wore concerned in the projected arrangements. 

This sudden and unexpected intelligence of so extensivo 
and powerful a combination, struck the Members of Ooun'^ 
oil with consternation, and was sufficient even^ to have tried 
the nerves of Lord Clive ; but as truly remarked by Mr. 
Mill, “ It was one of those scenes in which he was admi- 
rably calculated to act with success. Resolute and daring, 
“ fear never turned him aside from bis purposes, or deprived 
“ him of the most collected exerUo.a of his mind in tho. 
“ greatest emergencies/' 

He saw at once that the combination wo,s genera], but his 
knowledge of human nature covinoed him that so considera¬ 
ble a number of men, actuated by so many various motives 
and principles, were not likely to persevere in a course cri¬ 
minal in itself, and, in the event of failure, entailing certain 
ruin. He knew that a few of the senior officers had acquir¬ 
ed considerable fortunes daring the late campaigns, and to' 
them the loss of their commissions might be a matter of 
oornparalive indifference : but ho also knew that the nanjority 
were, on the contrary, entirely.dependent on the service for 
support, and that as the excitement wore off, and the crisis 
approached, they would naturally shrink from throwing aside’’ 
their hopes of obtaining, not only an independence, but .an 
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D:i 2 ^^«ubstanoe. It was true tLat this very circamstaiacer--\verc 
the rubicon onoo pasacd,—iniglit render them desperate ; and 
erjlisting the troops on their side, a general and fearful muti' 
ny might ensne, which could only bo suppressed by a power¬ 
ful armed forco from England!, and even then tlie evils would 
be of the most serious nature. On the other hand, tho 
slightest concession to a demand made in such a manner 
was out of the question ; it was not only repugnant to ftio 
personal character of Clive, but would have been opposed 
to the practice of his whole career. Such a measure v ould 
have evinced tlie weakness of the Government, and tho 
strength of the Army; a leason which, once learned by the 
latter, was not likely to be speedily forgotten. Similar oppo¬ 
sition might bo made to any future measure of Government 
with equal success; now demands might arise, and be thus 
enforced; discipline and subordination would bo at an end ; 
and the Civil Government of tha country become perfectly 
subservient to the Military. 

No time, however, was to be lost. On the J^Oih of April, 
Lord Clive formed a Special Committee, himself as Presi¬ 
dent. and General Curnac and Mr. Sykes as members, in 
which it was determined that the demands of the ofGoers 
should not be complied with, and an express was dospatebod 
to Calcutta requesting the Oouncil to write to tho Madras Go¬ 
vernment, informing them of tho state of affairs, and urging 
them to send round as many Captains, Subalterns, and Ca¬ 
dets, tis they could poSsSibly spare, holding out every encou¬ 
ragement to the officers of that Army wdio should prove their 
zeal for the service, by coming round to Bengal. 

A further resolution was passed, that any officer resigning 
Ills commission should be precluded from bolding any phico 
or dicuation whatever in tho Company’s service. 

Copies of these resolutions, as conveyed in tho letter fo 
Council, were forwarded to the Coinnianding officers of tho 
three Brigades, with authority to make the contents, known 
to their officers, if they considered ti\at this proof of the 
firm determination of Government was likely to be ationded 
with success. 
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Lord Clivo now determined to proceed to Mongheer and 
Bankypore himselt’, as soon as arrangements could be made, 
and the innnediate pressure of urgent business at Moorsbe- 
dabad would admit of bis departure. He bad with him a few 
'olDcers on his own and General Carnae’s Staff, whom he 
could depend upon; and there were a few more at ,the Pre- 
sidoHcy, on whom he could also rely t with these, and the 
aiS of the Field officers, and the few with the Brigades, 
■who had not joined the coinbination, be calculated upon 
being able to carry on affairs until the arrival of assistance 
from Madras. The officers at Moorshedabad liad, as already 
stated, all entered into tbo combination, but Lord Clive ex- 
postulated with them, explained the heinous nature of their 
offer; :© and the utter hopelessness of their succeeding j and by 
his representations, he brought them nearly all to a sense of 
their duty and prevented their resigning their commissions. 
Captniim Sir John Gumming and Sir Alexander Macken¬ 
zie appeared inclined to hold out; but finally, on being forc¬ 
ed into an explicit avowal of their determination, agreed to 
retain their commissions; but Lieutenant Silby Padniore ot 
the same Corps, and Lieutenant Fireworker James CdariUuo 
of the Artillery, persisted in resigning their commissions, 
which were accepted; both were subsequently restored some 
months after, on expressing contrition for their conduct, 
'feord Clive also wrote to the Council in Calcutta to endea¬ 
vour to bring the officers at the Presidency and the neigh¬ 
bouring out-stations to reason, and their efforts also were in 
a great meastire successful. Captain George Kinlocb, who 
commanded a Company of Europeans stationed in Fort Wil¬ 
liam, and Captain Robert Hampton and Ensign John Fiilans 
at Midnapore, persisted in their adherence to the combination, 
end the resignation of ihoir commissions was accepted. They 
also were all ultim'dtely restored, but Captain Hampton not 
until several years after. 

No further intelligence arriving for two or three days. 
Lord Clive began to hope, from this silence, tliat the officers 
having become alarnted, had upon mature consideration, 
abandoned their intention ; but on tbo 2nd of .May, he received 
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letSedf from Sir Robert Barker, wbicb convinced him that the A’ 0. vroc/. 
8rcl Brigade was as unanimons as the l$t. Tbo proceedings 
of the Goart Martial on Oaptain-Lieutonant Biiif and Ensign 
Davis acoompamed this lottery and Sir Robert Barker reported 
that he had ordered the prisoners to Calcutta to await His l.ord- 
ship‘s decision, and that he also purposed sending down those 
who appeared to bo most active in the combination. To llii» 

Lord Clive replied without delay, directing Sir Robert Bar¬ 
ker to ;find out if' possible, in whose hands the commissions 
had been deposited, to put under arrest any officer whose 
conduct could come under the corustruction of mutiny, and to 
detain them at .Bankypore until a geivei'al Court Martial of 
Field officers could be summoned, as Sir Robert had ex¬ 
pressed his opinion that a trial by their comrades would be 
ineffectual, whilst it was absolutely necessary that somo 
severe examples should be made. Similar instructions were 
sent to Sir Robert Fletcher and Colonel Smith; and to 
secure a sufficiency of Field officers, His Lordship promoted 
Captains Ironside and Poliev to Brevet Majorities. In his 
letter to Colonel Smith, Lord Olive, in alkiding to the letter 
signed 'The Firs( Brigade^'' expressed his determination, 

Bhould he discover the authors of those anonymouB letters 
to get them shot. 

On the 29th of April, Sir Robert Barker wrote again to 
Lord Clive, stating his increased conviction that all tbo three 
were combined ; that with a view of 


Brigades 


their plans in some measure by 


counteracting, 
dividing them, and eiso to' 


put their obedience to the proof, he had ordered a detach¬ 
ment to march towards Benares under Major Grant, to be 
ready to support Colonel Smith if attackt^d by the Mabrattas, 
as well as to preserve that city from any attempt at plunder. 
Ho further stated his confidence in being able to manage 
his own Brigade, but expressed anxiety regarding the Isfc 
Brigade at Mongheer, which appeared to be the most violent 
of the three. Lord Clive also shared this anxiety, more 
especinlly as he had received no letter from Sir Robert Flet¬ 
cher later than the 25lh, He,.therefore, wrote to him, re¬ 
peating his direelions for selecting the ring-leaders, whom 
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le expressed his determination to punisli, let tho mult he 
what it might ; ho further directed that every care should be 
taken to secure tlio lidelity of the Sipahis, especially of the 
Kative officers, and finally announced his intention of start¬ 
ing for Monghoer in a couple of,days. On that evening, 
a few lines were received from Sir Robert Fletcher, dated 
the Ist of May, enclosing a letter from the officers of the 
Ist Brigade, resigning their commissions, together with bis 
reply ; at the same time stating that he felt no apprehension 
for the conduct of llie troops. 

Affairs had now coma to a crisis, and the date had arrived 
for the officers to pu't their pj.insin execution. According¬ 
ly on the Ist of May, tin 1st and 8rd Brigades, at their 
respective Head Quarters, resigned their commissions. The 
Ist Ihignde sent theirs with tho following letter, signed by 
all concerned :■— 

“ Sir,--T hat we might put it ont of the power of either 
the world or our own consciences to reproach us for clesir- 
" ing leave to resign our commissions in the Company’s 
" service, we have served four months, in obedience to tho 
orders of the 81st December 1763, and we are now but 
" too well convinced that our former suspicions were true : for 
“ notwithstanding the proposed reduction of servants’ wages 
“ and dismissing every unnecessary attendant, we find we 
“ cannot live upon tlie present allowances, but must every 
*' month run in debt, as long as w-e have any credit. We 
“ must appear upon the parade-as becomes officers, and keep 
“ up our respective ranks, or disobey public orders; wo 
" must eat and drink as befits the climate, or fail sacrifices 
to hunger and sickness : and to do all these only in mor 
" deration, we must run in debt to every person who will 
" give ns any credit, bo they men of honour, or the lowest 
" in tho creation ; and so fall under tho lash of another 
" article of war, for behaving unlike gentlemen. 

" You know we have applied for redress in the humblest 
" manlier, and that it has been refused us ; it is needless for 
" ns hero to call upon you to witness for our attachment 
to our maater.s; our behaviour through a series of severe. 
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&paigns must bear doiirn nil slander. 8oma of us have A i). n(>«. 
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oat the Company's bread for eome years/and are deeply 
concerned ; we can no more do it witli honour. All of us 
are sorry to be obliged to take this mothodi of preventing 
ruin and misery from falling upon ourselves and connec¬ 
tions ; and sincerely wish that our masters may ever meet 
with a set of ofHcers as much attached and devoted to 
their service as we have always wished to approve our¬ 
selves, and who may maintain the affairs of the Company, 
to the latest posterity, in that splendour to which we have 
happily raised them. But unless the pay and batta of 
their troops is again restored to what it was in July and 
August 1763, our prayers are all that ^Yo can now give 
thenn 

As it is- from principle we now resign the service, it 
would give 113 the greatest uneasiness should the affairs 
of our honourable masters suffer by so sudden a resignation. 
We have therefore resolved to serve them without iniy of 
any kind, or being esteemed officers in their service, until 
the loth of the present mouth of May, when an answer 
may be had from those gentlemen of the Council wIiq, we 
know, have the power of granting us redress, or supplying 
our places with other officers, provided you desire it. 

Our eomniissions accompany this, and we request you 
will keep them till the answer arrives; and that you 
will at the same time direct the paymasters to issue 
the pay of the noii*'COuiijQissionod offioera and private 
men upon unsigned abstracts, to prevent any suspicion 
or disturbances arising, which would give us the greatest 
uneasiness ; for we seek to live by our services, never to 
hurt our masters. 

Wo are, with due respect. Sir, your, &c. 


Benjamin Wilding, Captain. 
John Mattocks, Ensign. 
Wiiliam Paton, Ensign. 
Edward Rawstone, Ensign. 
CJ. Goo. Hoggan, Eusigu. 
James Brown, Ensign. 


** Cberles Bowles, Ensign. 

** C. H. Sarnoy, Ensign. 

‘‘ John Forgason, Ensign. 

William Bullingbrooke, Ensign. 
Charles Marsacka, Ensign. 

“ John 0. Byrn, Ensign. 

ii e3 
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John Antliony Vaziel, Ensign. 
John Wood, Ensign. 

James Dunbar, Lieutenant. 

John Downes, l$t Lieutenant- 
Artillery. 

Francis Onge, Ensign. 

Alex. Macpherson, Lieutenant 
Joseph Bruce, Ensign. 

Or, Stranford, Lieut-Fireworker,. 
Artillory. 

Thomas Bortlnvick, Lieutenant. 
Vf illiam Elliot, Lieut.-Firework¬ 
er, Artillery, 

John MTberson. 

William Hcylon, Lieut.-Fire- 
worker. Artillery. 

C. Ironside, lieutenant. 

Monghyr^ \st May, 17GG. 



‘ Thomas James, Lieut. Firework¬ 
er, Artillery. 

' James Broadbcnt, Ensign. 

‘ William Henry Eice, Ensigrt. 

‘ Thomas Goddard, Captain. 

* Ch. J. J. Fielding, Captain. 

* Arthur Achmuty^ Captain. 

‘ Roger Scarling, Captain. 

' John Stainforth, Captain. 

‘ J, Skinner, Lieut., Cavalry.. 

' James Watts, Lieutenant 
' P. Knudson,Lieiit<mant. 

* Horton Briscoe, Lieutenant, 
John Petrie, Lieutenant. 

John Shrimpton, Lieutenant 
Arch. Stuart, 1st Lt, Artillery.. 
Thomas Briton, Lieutenant 
Robert Kyd, Lieutenant 


P. S.“The guards shall be relieved this morning, and 
every thing as usual, to prevent all suspicion.” 

To this communication Sir Eobert Fletcher returned the 
following reply r— 

Gentlemen,— I have received your letter of this date,, 
together with your commissions; and shall, agreeable to 
your request, take the most expeditious method of obtain- 
ing you an answer from our superiors, I agree with 
you in thinking it better that the soldiers remain ignorant 
of the measure you have taken, and I desire you to 
continue to do duty as officers, according to your former 
respective ranks, until we know the pleasure of the Go- 
vernor and Council. 

‘‘ I am, &c., 
Egbert Feetcher . 

Monghyr, 1st May, 1760.'" 

The officers of the 3rd Brigade bad, on the ^^th of April, 
apprized Sir Eobert Barker of their intention to resign their 
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^ions from the 1st of May, but stated their readiness to A 
until the 15lh of the month without pay, upon which 
Sir Robert ordered them to assemble at hi.s quarters on the 
following morning. He then remonstrated with them upon 
the course they were about to adopt, and represented to them 
that their oondiict amounted to nothing short of mutiny 
and desertion; he urged them for their own sakes, to 
reflect upon the consequences, and to relinquish a project 
which, if persisted in, must inevitably entail ruia and dis¬ 
honour on all concerned. This advice and exhortation coming 
from a Commanding Officer, universally beloved and respected, 
could not fail of having considerable weight, but unfortu¬ 
nately all the oflioers were too deeply involved ; and at the 
dose of the conlereuoe they stated frankly, but respectfully, 

“ that (hoy were solemnly bound and engaged with the other 
" Brigades to offer their commissions on. the istMay, and 
“ that they could noc be off." 

In accordance with this determination, on the succeeding 
day, the 1st of May, the officers who were present at Head 
Quarters, to the number of between fifty and sixty, directed 
Ensign Robertson, the Brigade Adjutant, to deliver in their 
commissions, which he did that forenoon, with tJie following 
laconic epistle to Sir Robert Barker -•— 

Sir, —The enclosed letters were just now brought to me; 
one of them, directed to you, T send by desire of the 
officers of tho Third Brigade; the other, I believe, you. will 
think not improperly added. 

I am. Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

“ F. Robertson, Adjutant. 

1st, May 176G.” 

The enclosed letters alluded to by Mr. Robertson, consisted 
of a remonstrance addressed to Sir Robert, recapitulating 
their grievances, specifying the terms on which alone they 
would consent to serve in future, stating their readiness to 
serve as volunteers until the I5th of tho month, and ex¬ 
pressing their regaled and respect for Sir Robert Barker per- 
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sonally : the other was to the following effect afldres^dTo^ 
Ensign Robertson :— 

‘‘ To Ensign Hob KRTSON. 

SiR^—We desire that you will, before 12 o clock to-day* 
send our commissions to Sir Robert Barker, Colonel of tho 
3rd Brigade, together with the enclosed letter. 

We are, your obedient servants, 

Okeicehs of the 3rd Brigade. 

Ut May, 1700, 

“ Eleven o’clock, a. m.” 

Sir Robert immediately returned these letters and the com' 
missions, with an assurance that he w'^ould put the full penalties 
of Military law into force, with regard to any one who should 
misbehave or disobey his orders. He bad for some time 
suspected that the Adjutant was an active member of the as- 
sociation, and in the afternoon he assembled' a parade, and 
intimated to Mr Robertson that he should order him down to 
Calcutta, together with Captain Vernon Buffleld, and two 
other officers, who had taken a leading part in the transac¬ 
tion. Immediately after the parade, Mr, Robertson sent him 
the following letter :— 

Sir,—I did not well understand what last you spoke to 
me on the parade, whether it was that you mean to send 
mo a prisoner to Calcutta, or that you expected I would go 
because you desired it. If the first, His well ; if the latter, 

I must acquaint you that I, without having done anything 
** unmilitary or improper, resigned the service this morning, 
releasing myself from military orders. Yon accepted., 

‘‘ examined, but chose to return the commissions, 'mongst 
which, mine was one. If I have done wrong, I must bo 
brought before the civil power, having freed myself from 
all military restrictions. 

'' To leave this immediately will be to lose all I am worth ; 
so thatHwill be necessary to send me a prisoner, that I may 
know where to apply hereafter for restitiuion. 

I am. Sir, your obedient humble servant, 


r. Robertson.'^ 
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letter liaci no effect in altering Sir Eobcrt’g reso- A.' 
Ensign Eobertson and the other three officers were 
sent off by water to Calcutta, and this determined conduct 
appeared to have a very salutary effect upon the rest of 
the -Brigade, who continued to perform their duty without 
further disturbance, Sir Eobert Barker lost no time in 
informing Lord Clive of all that had oocurrod, sending a 
list of ail the officers who had resigned, pointing out those 
who were most deeply concerned, and requesting that a few 
officers who could be depended upon might be sent to him. 

Matters bad now reached a crisis, and Lord Clive, laying 
aside all other considerations, left Moorshedabad, accompani¬ 
ed by Genera! Carnac, on the 6th of May, the day he receiv¬ 
ed Sir Robert Barkers communication, determining to push 
for Mongheer by forced marches, which ’ place ho hoped to 
reach by the 1 ith of the month. He had with him Captains 
MaePherson, Douglas Hdl, Scipio Carnac, John Graham, 
and Lieutenant Daniel Butler of the Artillery, who had come 
round from Madras the preceding year, on account of the aug¬ 
mentation. A few days previous, he had sent forward Majors 
Champion and Polier, with Captains E. Smith, J. Pearson, 
and Fleming Martin the Chief Engineer; and left orders for 
Majors Ironside and Fischer, with all the trustworthy officer,s 
that could be collected at the Presidency, to follow as speedily 
as possible. On the evening of the 6th, liOrd Olivo received 
a letter from Sir Eobert Fletcher, enclosing a letter to his 
brother, a Captain at Madras, open for his Lordship's perusal, 
mentioning that the officers at Bengal were about to write to 
those at Madras, urging them not to accede to any propositions 
for coming round,by which the whole service would be enabled 
to demand the full Batta, This scheme was eminently calcu¬ 
lated to defeat the objects of Government; but immediately 
on rooeiviug the intolligenoe. Lord Olivo sent off an express 
to Calcutta, informing the Council of this circumstance, and 
recommending them for the present to detain all private 
letters to and from Madras, except such as could not be sus¬ 
pected to relate to the combination ; and in the present excit¬ 
ed state of the army, he recommended that similar steps 
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rshould also be taken in the OalcaUa Post Office, for stop¬ 
ping all communications between the different Brigades and 
the Presidency. Lord Olive, during the first few days of 
his march, received several letters from Colonels Fletcher and 
Barker; the former mentioned that he had remonstrated with 
the officers of his Brigade, but found them more determined 
than ever, being confident of the success of their communi¬ 
cations to Madras ; that they continued however, to do duty, 
and that he had sent down Captain Wilding and Lieutenant 
Petrie to Calcutta, upon suspicion of their having taken an 
active part in the combination, but that matters had been so 
well arranged, it was impossible to detect the ring-leaders/ 
Sir Robert Barker also reported that his officers continued to 
do duty, and were very orderly and quiet, but that their resolu¬ 
tion was not altered; and that he understood they had, upon 
his returning thoircommissious, forwarded tb$m all to Govern¬ 
ment direct. This supposition was correct, for on the second 
day^s march, Lord Clive met an express with a packet addressed 
to the Governor and Council, which op being opened was found 
to contain the whole of the commissions, together with a 
letter dated the 1st of May, tendering their resignation. The 
letter ho immediately forwarded to Council, hut retained the 
commissions. 

Xu the moan time, the Council in Calcutta had confirmed 
the proceedings of Lord Olivo's Committee at MoorshedabaJ, 
had followed their instructions, and written to both Madras 
and Bombay for assistance in Captains, Subalterns, and 
Cadets. They also applied to tho free merchants and otliers 
residing at the Presidency to enter the service, either per¬ 
manently or temporarily, until officers should arrive from the 
other Presidencies, offering great advantages in regard to free 
trade to such as would afford temporary assistance; but al- 
tliough in Calcutta alone there were upwards of one hundred 
gentlemen, young and able bodied, and although they knew 
that the duty was one merely of parade, and likely to be of very 
short duration, only two could be found out of the whole 
number to accept commissions; a sufficient proof of their 
sentiments on the subject. Neither were the attempts to in- 
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geotlem^ju settled up the country to render assistance A, d. i7oe. 
atTliis impoTtant crisis much more saccessful, only one 
or two coming forward; of this small number was Mr. 
Archibald Keir, who had resigned his cenimission in 1758 
on account of being superseded by Major Govin. He was 
now engaged in trade at Patna, and offered his serviv^es to Sir 
Robert Barker, who gladly accepted them, granting him a 
Captain’s commission, which ho held until matters were 
peaceably settled, when be returned to his commercial specu¬ 
lations. The Council also drew up a letter dated the 6tli 
of May, addressed to Sir Robert Fletcher, expressing their 
surprise at the extraordinary and unwarrantable conduct of 
the officers of the First Brigade, authorising him to accept 
©very commission that was tendered, and to send clown in 
Calcutta every officer who resigned the service, within twenty- 
four hours of his taking that step. 

This letter was sent to Lord Clive for bis approval and 
signature, as also that of General Oarnac, und reached them 
at SHcreegiillee on the JOth of May. They immediately sign¬ 
ed wand forwarded it, and sent a copy to Sir Robert Burker, 
that he might intimate to the officers of the Third. Brigade 
this resolution on the part of the Council. The following 
was the letter in question :— 

Sir,—The address to you, from the officers of the First 
Brigade, which you transmitted in your letter to the Pre- 
‘‘ sident on the Ist instant, may produce surprise, but cannot 
‘‘ shako that firmness with which we are determined to pursue 
“ every measure we think conducive to the interest of ourccn- 
stituents, and necessary to our own honour, That gentle- 
men, risen to the rank of captains upon the military esta- 
blishment, and who now enjoy greater advantages, and 
receive more pay, than field officers in any other service in 
the world, should subscribe to an unmilitary dishonourable 
combination, to distress the government by which they are 
supported, will certainly be no recommendation to His 
'' Majesty’s service, and it will be our care that such conduct 
be carefully reported to the Court of Directors, to be laid 
by them before the Secretary at War. 


LETTER FROM THE COtlNCIL. [o 

We are even astonished at the oompluints of the subal- 
terns, who had cortainij not refleeted upon the situation 
'' of His Majesty's subaltern officers, when they subscribed 
to this letter of resignation. Let their pay be compared, 
** unci it will appear they bear no manner of proportion, 
after all allowances are made for the difleronce of climates, 
and the different nature of the services. 

‘‘ Whatever plea there may be for the conduct of the 
officers of the Battalion, there surely oan he no excuse for 
those who enjoy double posts, or those who are attached 
‘‘ to the sepoys. 

** These remarks we offer, not with a view of persuading- 
them to alter a resolution that may subject the service to 
some inconvenience; on the contrary, we desire you will 
accept of all such other commissions as are offered; and 
we farther direct, that you will order dgwn to Calcutta, 
within the space of twenty-four hours, all those who have 
already resigned, since we can place no great confidence in 
the xealof men who have deserted their duty, in a manner 
'' incoilsistent with the character of officers and gentlemen; ’ 
for whatever they may think of the service, we are couvin- 
ced that persons of equal merit mil be glad to accept it 
** upon the present footing. 

Humanity obliges us to be truly sorry that the rashness^ 
of a few should have precipitated into ruin, a number of 
gentlemen who might, in a short space of time, have acquir- 
ed fortunes with reputation and honour; and w^ho will now 
find that they have forfeited a service superior, even in its 
reduced condition, to any station in life to which they can 
possibly form pretensions. 

‘‘ We are, &c. 

Fort William, OM May, 1766." 

On the 11th, a letter was received from Colonel Smith,, 
dated the 20th April, announcing that a considerable detach¬ 
ment of the Maliratta force Imd moved. d6wn the Jumna, 
and taken up a position nearly opposite Kbrah; and that 
BaJajee Kao, with 60,000 Horso, had arrived at Kulpee, 
and was collecting boats preparatory to crossing the river. 
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___ [Smith's letter was addressed to the Select Committee; A. D. ires. 

^iFas the members of that body were so distributed, and the 


matter emergent. Lord Olivo took upon iumsolf tho responsi¬ 


bility of answering it. He immediately invested General 
Smith with a discretionary power in all matters, military or 
political, affecting his position; and also authorised him to 
exert the same discretion with respect to the officers of his 
Brigade, should their conduct and the advance of tho enemy 
I endei any concession absolutely necessary ; this power# 
however, was only to bo exercised in case of the utmost extre¬ 
mity. After recapitulating the conduct of the other two 
Brigades, Lord Clive observed :— 

I have been thus particular, in order that you might not 
" bo unncquainted with the proceedings below, as they may 
enable you to foresee the consequences of a like combina- 
“ tion amongst the officers of your Brigade. It is confident- 
“ ly asserted that every officer under your command, except 
two, liave signed an agreement to resign, from tho same 
“ mohves urged at Patna and Mongbyr. But as you are entire¬ 
ly silent upon the subject, and the troops upon actual service, 
I entertain some hopes that the gentlemen with you have moroj, 
" honour than to join in such a mutinous and unmilitary asso- 
" oiation. It is necessary, however, thatyou should be prepared 
“ how to act upon so disagreeable an event, if it should hap- 
“ pen. Whilst an enemy threatens to approach, I conclude it 
" absolutely impracticable to part with your officers, since 
“ their commissions cannot be instantly supplied. In case, 
tliCreiore, the Ulorattoesu^^hould still appear to intend an 
" invasion, or in case you apprehend a mutiny among tho 
troops, but in no other case, you have my authority to 
make terms with the officers of your Brigade, upon their 
‘‘ tendering their commissions. The critical juncture will, 

I think, render such a submission on your part unavoida- 
“ ble for the present, if they should dare to take such a step, 

" which I should imagine they would not, as they are now 
in the field, and (Jonseqaeiitly receive double battu. Be- 
‘‘ sides, it is hardly to be suspected that they would expose 
“ themselves to the hazard of a general court martial, by 
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desorling Iheir posts in the very face of the enemy; d- 
thoHgb their not having entered into a contract to serve for 
" a limited timo may, by construction of tlie mutiny act, 
" which cortainly supposes such a contract to Subsist, give 
them hopes of escaping the severity of martial law.” 

It should be mentioned here, that to add to Lord Clive’s 
troubles and difficulties, be had received intimation the pre¬ 
vious day of the somewhat sudden death of the young Nawiiub 
Niuljm-oo-Dowlah, which took place at Moorshedabad on tire 
8th of May. Fortunately, through the agency of Mr. >Sykes, 
a brother of the deceased Nawaub, under the title of Syf-oo- 
Dowlah, was raised to the mustiud without any disturbance. 

During the next two days, .Lord Clive continued to receive 
satisfactory accounts from both Sir Robert Flecher and Sir 
Robert Barker. The former wrote strongly of his con- 
iidence in the troops, whose conduct he" represented as 
most orderly and obedient, and on whose fidelity he de¬ 
clared his readiness to stake his life. He further report¬ 
ed that he had given commissions to an Assistant Sur¬ 
geon, two Cadets, and a Serjeant. He reported, however, 
that the officers had refused to do any furtlier duty; but that, 
with reference to Lord Olive’s near approach, he had requested 
them to continue with the Brigade for another day or two, 
but that some of them had begun to be very troublesome, and 
exhibited an intention of encamping by themselves and await¬ 
ing the arrival of the officers of the other two Brigades, and 
that be anticipated it would be necessary to employ force with 
them at last. On the .13th, Lord Olivo was detained for a 
whole day by the sudden rising of the Turmonee Nullah, but 
on the morning of the 15th he reached Mongheor. 

.In the mean time. Major Champion and the other officers 
who had been sent forward from Moorshedabad had arrived 
there, and found affairs differing considerably from the ropre- 
seniations of Sir Robert Fletcher. It was late at night on the 
12th of May, when they reached the station, and they were 
much surpised to hear the drums beating and other signs of 
disturbance at that hour. On proceeding to Sir Robert’s 
quarters, they found half the European Regiment there drink- 




567 



TllANSACTION^S AT MONGHEEi? 


singing and the drummers beating. ThefoUowing^ 
manTiug, they went about amongst the officers of their ac* 
quaintanco, ondeavouring to rocali them to a sense of their 
duty, or at least to induce them to remain until the arrival of 
Lord Clive. They painted out the disgrace and ruin that 
must attend upon a perseverance in the course adopted, 
that their conduct could bo considered in no other light than 
mutiny; that if the soldiers should follow their example, 
bloodshed must ensue, and they would be responsible for the 
Jives of their ooiintrymen who might be sacrificed, and for 
the injury thf%t must accrue to the British interests. That they 
could not flatter themselves with any hope of success, as 
Lord Clive had determined rather to lose his life than con¬ 
cede one jot to their demands, or to make any terms with a 
body who we.e endeavouring to destroy every principle of 
discipline and subordination. They further remonstrated up¬ 
on their ingratitude towards that nobleman personally, after 
his late generoue donation, ia the establishment of a fund 
for their benefit. 

The officers generally replied to these arguments by ex¬ 
pressing their regret that matters had gone so far, but 
that tliey were now bound in honour to the other Brigades 
to persevere in their intentions ; that they had fully ima¬ 
gined their unanimity mu.st have insured success, and had 
never contemplated that his Lordship would continue 
inflexible under sucJi oircamsttvnees; that they hud never 
heard a word before of his Lordship's donation, Sir Eobert 
Fletcher having kept the intimation of that circunastance to 
himself; that had they been acquainted with it, self-interest 
as well as gratitude would have prevented the combination. 
This secrecy on so important a subject they attributed to in¬ 
terested motives on the part of Sir Eobert Fletcher, of whose 
conduct and duplicity they bitterly complained. They declar¬ 
ed that he hioiself had originated the combination and artfully 
niade tools of them in carrying out his private views of op¬ 
posing Lord Olive’s Government. Several amongst them, 
find especially Captain Goddard, lamented the want of an op ¬ 
portunity to lay the whole affair personally before Lord Olive, 




> MDT’KOrS CONDUCT OF THE EUKODEANS. [cii 

ut begged of Major Cfiampion and Captains Smith and Poai- 
sou to make him acquainted with the real state of the case. 
Finally, they volunteered their services in the event of any 
distiirb.ance arising amongst the European troops, an event 
of whicli they admitted the probability, but expressed their 
deterniiiiation of using every endeavour to prevent or to put 
down. 

On the IJith, Major Champion and Captain Pearson pro¬ 
ceeded to Kurruckpore, where the Sipahi Battalions were 
encamped, whilst the other officers of the party remained in 
garrison to bo ready to act in case of a m utiny of the E uropeans, 
which was now much to be apprehended ; in consequence of 
wliich. Captain P. Smith proceeded to bring up two Batta¬ 
lions of Sipahi s from the camp. These arrived about mid¬ 
night and took up a position on the general parade, where 
they lay upon their arms until morning, when they pro- 
coeded to their own parade, which commanded the prin¬ 
cipal gate of the fort, and was altogether a more eligible 
situation—being within the fort itself. The expected arrival 
of Lord Clive was made the plea for this movement. 

In the afternoon. Captain Smith received a message from 
Sir Robert Eletcher, to get the two Battalions under anus, aa 
the Europeans had mutinied. Captain Smith, who had ex¬ 
pected this event, had previously reconnoitred the ground in 
the vicinity of the European barracks, and bad made up his 
mind to seize the Saluting Battery, which, being situated upoit 
a hillock, completely commanded the barracks; and from its 
situation, and the guns mounted upon it, was a position of 
importance. Immediately upon receiving the summons, he 
paraded the two Battalions, and marched tliena off to the 
scene of action, to which, although they know they were to be 
opposed to the European.s, they proceeded without the sligh test 
symptom of fear or hesitation. Captain Smith had no oihe.v' 
.European officer with him ; but on the road, he met one of 
the rosigned officers, whom he directed to take charge of the 
rear Battalion; but finding that he hesitated to obey, he 
turned from liira and gave the command of it to the Native 
Commandant, taking charge of the plher him.self. Instead 
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aeeding by tho regular road, he made a detour, and, 
^aFching with extreme silence, reached the back of the hill 
without being observed, when, suddenly rushing up, he took 
possession of the Saluting Battery. Here he obtained a 
complete view of what was passing below him. The European 
Battalion had got under arms, and were preparing to leave 
the Fort and follow their officers, and the Artillery were 
about to do the same, but the unexpected appearance of this 
firm line of Sipahis, with their bayonets fixed and arms 
loaded, threw them into some confusion, of which Captain 
Smith immediately took advantage, and warned them that if 
they did not retire peaceably into their barracks he would lire 
upon them at once. Sir Robert Fletcher, who came up at this 
juncture also, harangued the troops, and distributed money 
amongst them. They now became quiet, and said that they had 
expected he would have placed himself at their head, otherwise) 
' they would not have thought of turning out; that if such 
was not the case, their officers might go where they pleased, 
but they \7oald stay, and live or die with him alone. 

Whilst Sir Robert was on the parade, several of the resigned 
officers came up,hearing that the men had mutinied, and offer¬ 
ed their services to assist him, which he declined and ordered 
them all to leave the garrison within two hours, under pain 
of being sent off in charge of a guard, In the evening, they 
had all left the fort except three, two of whom were confined 
to their beds by sickness. Sir Robert the same day reported 
this ocourrenco to Lord Clive, dwelling strongly upon, and 
apparently exaggerating the conduct of tho officers. His 
letter farther contained the following startling paragraph :— 
Some have been very troublesome and particularly those 
whom I have all along suspected, and whose conjidefice 1 
used every art to gain in January lasty when I heard that 
the whole were to form a 2 )lan of quitting the Brigade 
without giving any warning. I even went so far as fo ap* 
prove of some of their schemes, that they might do 
nothing without mg hiowledge." A strange confession for 
a Commanding Officer, and more especially for one whose 
first intimation to Oovernment of any knowledge of such 
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when it could be no longer concealed. 

Lord Clive, however, whose suspicions had previously 
been excited, did not think it advisable to take any notice 
of the circumstances at that time. On the following day, 
the 15th, His Lordship reached Mongheer. The next 
morning, the whole of the troops were paraded for in¬ 
spection, the Europeans appearing very clean and orderly. 
His Lordship examined them attentively, and then ad¬ 
dressed himself to the Europeans. He represented to them 
the nature of the crime the officers had committed, ex¬ 
plained the grounds upon which tlie disafleotion had arisen, 
and the little real cause that existed for oomplaitit Ho 
pointed out that the double Batta was altogether an indul¬ 
gence, which had been granted under peculiar circumstances, 
but had never constituted a right, and had never before been 
claimed as snob; that the withholding it was an act of tho 
Company and that the Local Government had only obeyed 
orders, which they had no power to set aside or to modify ; that 
the combination of the officers was an act of gross insubor¬ 
dination and positive mutiny; that the ring-leaders would 
suffer the severest penalties of martial law, and the inferior 
otfeiiders be sent to England by the first available ships. Ho 
further observed that he himself was a soldier, that ho had 
always endeavoured to prove himself tho friend of the Army 
and to promote its interests ; that he had lately given a strong 
proof of this regard by establishing a fund for tho support 
of all officers and men who should be invalided or worn out 
in the service, and also to the widows of those who died; and 
concluded by exhorting them to sobriety and orderly behavi¬ 
our, until the arrival of the officers who were theii on the road 
to Mongheer. He then addressed the Sipahis through an 
interpreter, applauded them for their recent conduct, and 
the proof that had exhibited of their fidelity and attachment 
to the Company. Finally ho distributed honorary rewards 
amongst the Native Commandants and officers, and ordered 
double pay to be issued to the men for the months of May 
and June. 
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Avluole Brigade expressed themselves much pleased A. u, im 


with' the notice taken of them by their Coramnnder-in-Ohief; 
and after giving three hearty cheers, retired quktly and 
steadily *to the bnrraelcs and lines. 

The resigned officers had all encamped at a short distance 
from Mongheer, intending to wait for their comrades of thfj 
other Brigades : but Lord Ciive ordered them all to proceed 
to Calcutta forthwith; and to enforce compliance, he sent out 
a detachment of Sipahis, with orders, if any demur occurred, 
to take them down by force. This measure had the desired 
effect, and the detachment soon returned with a report that 
the wliole were on their way in small parties of three and 
four, some marching, and others proceeding by water. Those 
officers, chiefly Subalterns, who were at the out-posts, and 
whose commissions had not been sent in, owing to their ab¬ 
sence, were now directed to proceed to Mongheer, where, warn¬ 
ed by the example of the others, they exhibited no inclination 
to resign, but on the contrary, readily undertook the duties of 
the station, where they were shortly afterwards joined by ten 
or twelve more officers from Calcutta. 

Affairs being thus satisfactorily settled at Mongheer, Lord 
Clivo sent on as many officers as he could spare to join Sir 
Robert Barker at Patna, and started himself on the iVih of 
the month, with the same intention. 

Keither the officers or men of the 8rd Brigade had behaved 
with the same degree of insubordination as those at Mongheer: 
the former had all resigned according to their agreement, but 
the influenceof Sir Robert Barker, who was respected and be¬ 
loved by all ranks, prevented them from committing any 
disturbance, vvhilst the discipline ho had established, kept the 
European Regiment in excellent order. 

The greatest difficulty he experienced was from the Artillery 
officers, who appear all to have been deeply implicated in 
the mutiny; but as he had originally belonged to that branch, 
he took tlie command of the Company himself, as also of one 
of the Sipahi Battalions, probably the one he had raised, 
< the premit ilth N. l.J 

On the 20th of May, Lord Clive and General Oaruac reached 

aiikypore, when the officers, who had for the most part con- 
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nucd to perform their duty in the usual mannor, and who were 
heartily ashamed of their past conduct, and also—from what 
had occurred at Mongheer and the arrival of the several officers 
who hud been sent forward from that station,—now saw that 
their chance of success was hopeless, tendered their submis¬ 
sions, and all such as had behaved with moderation were par¬ 
doned ; when order and subordination wore speedily restored 
to tho Brigade, 

It now only remains to notice the proceedings of the offi¬ 
cers of tho 2nd Brigade under the command of Colonel Si/Jth, 
who being in a measure on service and liable at any moment to 
be called into the field, placed their Commanding Officer and 
the Government in a very critical position. Owing to the dis¬ 
tance of this Brigade, information could not be conveyed to 
them in time, of the resolve of the other two Brigades to an¬ 
ticipate the date of their resignation, and ' to fix the 1st of 
May for that proceeding. Early In that month, however, 
they were apprized of what had taken place at Mongheer and 
Patna, and on the 6th of May, the whole of the offioera in the 
camp at Soorhjpore, with two exceptions, wrote to the Colo¬ 
nel, tendering their resignations, some demanding their dis¬ 
charge immediately, but the majority offering to serve with¬ 
out pay until the 1st of June. Colonel Smith was not 
prepared for this measure, and his surprise at the con¬ 
duct of his officers was extreme. He immediately issued 
the following order, expressing his sense of their most un- 
militiiry conduct:— 

General orders hy Colonel Smil/i, at the camp in the lines 
of Serrajeporei 0th May 1766. 

The Colonel cannot find words sufficiently strong to ex- 
press his astonishment at the conduct of all those officers 
who have applied to him for leave to quit the servieo at 
this particular juncture, at a time when an enemy’s army, 
and that army so numerous, is encamped at no great dis- 
tance from us. This is a. behaviour so foreign to every 
thing that has the least connection with honour, that the 
Colonel blushes to find his countrymen can so readily 
sacrifice their owm reputation to any private views or coa- 
siderations whatsoever : when these honourable motives 


MINfSr^ 



CONDUCT OF THE SECOND DRiaADE. 


m 


no longer any influence, the service of such officers 
is by no means desirable. Gaptains Scott and Ai\oh- 
‘‘ maty, Captain-Lieutenants Clifton and Black, Lieutenant 
Ellerker, and Ensign Maverly, having requested leave 
‘‘ to resign, are ordered to proceed to Calcutta direct- 
ly. All those officers ^ho have been pleased to fix the 
Ist of June as the period of their services, shall have an 
answer before that day ; in the mean time, the Colonel ean- 
not but remark, that those officers who have requested leave 
to resign their commissions, have set a most extraordinary 
example to the black troops, and the Colonel,, by their con- 
** duct, will be reduced to the necessity of placing that oonfi - 
dence in< the fidelity of the black officers, which hitherto had 
“ been properly reposed ia the zeal of his fellow countrymen. 

'' Richard Smith/' 

This done, he lost no time in writing to the Select Com¬ 
mittee, informing them of what had occurred, in the follow¬ 
ing communication:— 

“ My Lord and Gentlemen, —-With surprize and concern 
I acquaint you, that the major part of the officers of this 
detachment have wrote to me for leave to resign their ootn- 
missions some have demanded their discharge immedi- 
ately, others at the e^tpiration of the month. I transmit 
you a copy of the orders of the day, which will shew in 
lively colours my opinion of this transaction ; in the mean 
** time, I request your immediate answer concerning this event, 
with your instructions. 

‘‘‘ The officers of the garrison at Allahabad have also 
** signed a request of the same nature; but, as it was smug- 
“ gled to me, without coming through the proper channel, 
I shall return it to themhowever, it servos to convince 
me that this is a general disaffection, 

all the officers of this detachment had determined 
to tiun about on their colours, it should have had no 
“ effect upon my measures. The field officers, and some 
two or three others, who have not forgot what they owe to 
their own honour, must exert themselves with more ala- 
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crity. I have the honour to subscribe myself, ^vith mucli 
respect, &o. 


Eichabp SmTH. 


Camp in the lines of 
Serrajepore; 6^A May, 1766." 
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This letter reached Lord Clive on the 15th, the morning 
of his arrival at Mpngheer, who immediately replied to the 
following effect 

Sir. —I have received your letter addressed to the Select 
‘^ Committoo, by which I am inforined of the mutinous be- 
'' haviour of the officers of your brigade, and inclosing your 
general orders, in consequence of several officers present 
and upon actual service, and almost in the face of an 
'' enemy, desiring leave to resign their commissions. 

Such a conduct, at such a juncture, docs these officers 
as much dishonour as your spirited and soklier-like bo- 
haviour does you honour; and I am persuaded the whole 
board will join with me in acknowledging your services 
‘‘ upon this very interesting occasion. 

“ My last letter will be a guide for you how to act. Time 
and circumstances must be considered; but that you 
may not be ignorant of what is going on in the other brk 
“ gades, I must inform you that on the 7th, the General 
and I, with several other officers, set out from Sydokbaug, 
and sent forward Majors Champion and Poller, Captains 
Smith and Pearson, who arrived hero on the llth. We 
should have been here ourselves by the i3th at night, or 
14th in the morning, but the heavy rains filled the nullas 
so considerably, that we could not reach Monghyr before 
this morning. Yesterday’afternoon, upon my having or- 
dered all the Captains down to Calcutta, the officers be- 
came very riotous : and whilst they were holding their 
last consuUationsj the men began to get under arms, de¬ 
claring they would follow their officers ; but upon Captain 
Smith’s marching down with a battalion of sepoys, and 
Sir Robert Fletcher’s haranguing them, they declared they 
understood all the officers were leaving the fort, headed by 
the commander; but upon being assured to the contrary, 
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'^promised to behave as soldiers ought, and retired A, 
'^ietly to their barracks. The black sepoy officers, as well 
as men, have given great px^oofs of fidelity and steadiness 
upon this occasion; and so long as they remain so, no- 
thing is to be apprehended from the European soldiery, 
even if they should be mutinously incliuedi Sir Robert 
^ Fletcher, having had reason to suspect some of the officers 
‘ were concerned in stirring up the men, turned them all out 

* of the fort: they are now encamped at the distance of 
' three miles, and I have ordered them to depart to-morrow 
' morning. 

“ Tlie day after to-morrow, the General and myself, witli 
‘ ton or twelve officers, proceed with all expedition to Patna ; 

* and after having settled every thing there, we shall pro* 

‘ ceed to Benares and Allahabad. Our chief anxiety is, 

‘ lest this disaffection, if known to the Morattoes, should 
^ encourage them to commit hostilities. We expect fifteen 
‘ officers from Calcutta, and I hope we shall be able to sup- 
' ply you iti time with a sufficient number to keep your bri¬ 
gade in order, until we receive relief from the Coast. 

It would be proper, I think, for you to make known t6 
your Brigade, that I have lately lodged to the amount of 
near seventy thousand pounds (a legacy left me by Meer 
Jaffier) in the Company's cash, the interest of which I 
have established as a fund for the support of officers and 
men, who may be disabled or worn out in the service. 

To a colonel, 500/. per annum ; to a lieutenant colo^ 
nel, :i00/.; to a major, %00l; to a captain. 150/.; to a Heii- 
teuant, 100/. ; to an ensign, 70/. ; to a serjeant, 20/.; to a 
corporal, 15/.; and 10/. to a private man; a part of which 
pensions Is to be continued to their widows.* 

I have not yet acknowledged the receipt of your letter 
to the Select Committee of the 5th instant: I ahajl ap* 
prove of your remaining in the field to the last moment, 

I am, &c., 

“ Clive. 

'' Monghyr, 15/A May, 1700." 



• This est&bliabnient \{Bl9 afterwards differently regulated by the Company. 
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The order issued by Colonel Smith on the 10th of May, 
ciilled forth the following intemperato and uumilitary letter 
from the officers of Brigade then in camp :— 

To Colonel EicHAno Smith, Conim>cmder4n-chief,^^^^^ 
8Tp,^'~-When aspersions, unmerited, ungenerous, and qn- 
‘‘ just, are publicly cast, with evident intentions to blacken 
the reputation of a corps, who have by length of servico, 
and the most ardent zeal, emineiUly distingihsliedi tlieru- 
selves for their beloved country, the honourable Company, 
and their own honour; and who havo repeatedly been wih 
ness to the vanity of endeavouring, by representations‘the 
'' most submissive and most consistoBt with the oharaoter 
they are determined to maintain, of hoping the least re- 
** dress or prospect of relief from grievanoea insupportable 
** to their minds, it behovetli them, in vindication of them- 
selves, to make this public testimonial. That neither the 
supposed enemy, which they despise,, nor the design of in- 
juriug their honourable masters, which they hold dear, 
** has the least tendency, nor was the omalleat motive con- 
ducivo to the request of any individual of this corps, for 
liberty to resign a service, which, with the utmost regret, 
they are compelled to relinquish, for that happiness, which 
is the only end of their being, in more hospitable climates, 
when even, hopes are annihilated here. Can it, therefore, 
bo expected, that any ties can be more binding than the 
ties of nature; or that freedom, and the desire of that 
liberty we inherit from our fathers, car. be denominated dis- 
honour or reproach ? But though firmly assured of the 
justice and probity of our proceedings as individuals, we 
cannot behold, without something more than sorrow, the 
public orders of the Oth instant, which, as thef can he j)ro- 
“ ductiveof no compunction in minds satisfied with them- 
selves, we humbly think that, whatever part of them was 
intended to sigmatize us with dishonour, had much better 
been omitted : as this is a point every gentleman will find 
too hard to reconcile to his own breast ; we are sorry we 
are obliged to give this instance of gratitude to the service, 
at the peril of losing that honour, which than life, is to a 
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more dear* In the mean time, wo will adhere 
our duty, in the manner each has eignified for himself : 
but to oontmue aervico without confidence, yea, without 
honour, qs by imputation we are at present supposed, 
were, in reality, to be what wo are thought, and to merit 
what we do onot deserve. We desire therefore that 
this may be forwarded to the honourable President and 
CoutAcil, that by no misrepresentations we may yet suffer in 
their esteem, and are still with the greatest respect, 

Sir, your moat obedient, humble servants, 


■'§L 

to A. Tk iTOe. 
May* 


‘ David Scott, Captain. 

A. ForbeiB Auchmuty, Ditto. 
Ch. Glifton, Cept.-Lt, Artillery. 
Alexr. Black, Ditto Ditto. 

E. Ellerker, Lieutenant 
0. Maverly> Ensign. 

Alexr. Dow, Captain. 

James Nicols, Captain. 

Wm. E'enwick, lieutenant. 
John Jones, Lieutenant 
G. B. Eyres, Lieutenant. 


lUchd. Bice, Ensign. 

Matt Nail, 2d IJleut, Aitillery. 
Hen. Lidclo, lieut,, F. Artillery. 
John Buckley, Ensign. 

Boht Brooke, Lieutenant 
Wm. Vertue, Lieutenant. 

Won. Bonton, Lieutenant. 

Danis Fieldhouso, Ensign. 

Danl. Dow, Ensign. 

Gahl. Harper, Lieutenant. 

Gabl. Johnstone, Ensign. 


Wi May, 1766 ," 

To this, as before, the Colonel replied by Brigade Order to 
the following eirect:— 

^ General orders , — Camp in the lines of Serraj epore, 
May, mh, 1766 . 

'‘ As the first point of the honour in all officers of the 
army should be fidelity to the state they serve, so no 
private considerations can exculpate or extenuate the 
conduct of those officers v\'ho.caa so far forget their duty 
as to form an association against their superiors, more 
‘‘ especially at a time when the troops are employed, and 
possibly actual service may happen. The Colonel is 
therefore invariable in his opinion, and thinks sucli 
' conduct is foreign to every thing that has the least con¬ 
nection With honour. For this rbason, those officers who 
fixed 90 short a period to their services, were propused an 
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answer boforo tbe end of the montli. The Colonel has 
received a letter, signedjby the major part of the detach* 
ment. When officers forget what they owe to their own 
honour and the public service, the Colonel is by uo means 
surprmed they should forget the respect duo to him ; 
** therefore, as Captaiiis Dow and Nicols, Lieutenants Eyres, 
“ Benton, and Jones, bad acquaintecl tho Colonel with their 
intentions to resign at the end of this month, he now 
directs those officers to proceed without delay to Calcutta. 

Eichard Smith/’ 

On the same afternoon, Liontenant Vertue, the Adjutant of 
the Brigade, came to Colonel Smith, and desired leave to re¬ 
sign his commission at once. The Colonel told him that, by 
the order of the Gtb, lie had been promised a reply before the 
end of the month, and that he certainly should have, but no 
permission to resign at once. After some altercation. Lien- 
tenant Yertue told the Colonel that if his commission was 
not accepted, ho should be under the necessity of leaving it 
there. He accordingly laid it down upon the table, ac¬ 
quainted the Colonel that ho had done so, and took his 
leave. Colonel Smith finding that in spite of his refusul, 
the Lieutenant had actually left the camp, ordered out a 
party of Sipahis to arrest him, and sent him down to Patna 
to be tried by a General Court Martial. 

In a few days, the Colonel received Lord Clive’s letters 
of the 29th of April and 2nd of May, and immediately pub¬ 
lished Ills Lordship’s sentiments, and the resolution of the 
Select Committee. The officers of the 2nd European Kegi- 
meat who remained in garrison had also sent in a letter 
resigning their commissions, upon which the Colonel wrote 
to Major Smith, who was in command at Allahabad, to us© 
his exertions to bring them to a sense of their duty, and at 
the same time dispatched to them the following .letter him¬ 
self:— 

To THE Captains and Subalterns of the Second Ee- 
GiMENT OF Infantry, in garrison at Allahabad, 

/' Gentlemen, —If the public service could possibly dis- 
pease with my absence from the camp, most assuredly I 
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tOd repair to Allalmbad, for I cannot read your letter A. i>. im 
to rOe, wherein you declare your intentions of resigning 
your commissions, without feeling tlie utmost concern: as I 
cannot therefore assemble you together in person, I must 
take this method of offering my sentiments., I entreat of 
yoi]» Gentlemen, for your own honour, for my honour, and 
“ for the honour of the regiment, to weigh well this matter ; 

‘‘ viewit I beseech you, divested of prejudice, and suffer not 
yourselves to bo trifled with against your bettor judgment 
I have transmitted Major Smith, the commanding officer at 
Allahabad, the fixed determination of Lord Clive and the 
Committee, with some other papers relative to this matter; 
which he will communicate to you. It is impossible for me 
to see, without the most alarming reflections, all those in- 
“ evitable consequences which must ensue, if you persist in 
** this improper measure. I conjure you, therefore, not wan- 
tonly to abandon your fair prospects in this service ; and as 
I have not yet transmitted your request to the Committee, 

I cannot receive a jusier satisfaction than a desire from you 
to suppress it. 

** To my situation in the field you are no strangers; let mo 
** but hear you are again steady in your duty, and I slnU scud 
orders for many of you to join me with the utmost expedi- 
tion, that if the enemy should attempt to enter these provin- 
ces, wo may share the honour of defeating their intentions. 

With real regard I am, Gentlemen, your most obe- 
‘‘ client, bumble servant, 

'"Richard Smith. 

Head Quartern, in the lined of\ 

" Serajepoor, 176 ( 5 .”/ 

This letter, instead of inducing the officers to return to 
their duty, only elicited the following insolent reply;— 

To Colonel Richard Smith. 

Sir, —Yourletteraddressed tons, and that of the honour- 
“ able Committee to the Council, have been made public to 
uo by the Major this morning; and we are no ways surpri/^ 
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that after the infamy you have attempted to brand us 
with in the order of the sixth (May), you should entertain 
the mean opinion of us, that we should be frightened from 
any resolutions we have already testified to the public. 
The temerity of an order of this .kind is what principally 
surprized us, as we can conceive no good end it would an-' 
swer to the service, while opposite consequences-may be 
evident;, you have therefore put it out of our'poTfer to 
render tlie honourablo Gompany those voluntary B^rvioes. 
“ we had before offered; so that we are come to a final 
determination of proceeding downwards,, as we plainly 
perceive, by your not transmitting our letters to the Council,, 
that \vc are trifled with; and we are unanimously resolved 
to set out for Calcutta on the 20th instant. 

“ 'We are. Sir, with due respect, 

' The Gent7.emkn op the 2nd Begiment.**" 

This announcement of their resolution not to serve after 
the 20th of May, placed Major Smith in a most difficult and 
painful position. Every Captain and Subaltern in the Re¬ 
giment' bad entered into the combination, with exception to 
Lieutenant Delafield, and many of them behaved in such am 
insolent and turbulent manner, as to lead him to believe that 
they were rather inclined to promote than discourage o, 
mutiny amongst the men. The letter to the Colonel above 
quoted, was of so insolent a nature, that the Major had in¬ 
tended to have put them all in arrest, but ho was apprehen¬ 
sive that if he did so, they would excite the soldiers to open 
sedition. Under these circumstances, he sent off an express 
to Sooiajpore, requesting that his own old Battalion Y'Mi? 
present Sth N. Ijy on whoso conduct he knew that he might 
safely rely, might be ordered into Garrison immediately. 
With this request, the Colonel instantly complied, and tho 
Battalion left Camp without delay, under the command of 
Lieutenant Brooke, making the march to Allahabad, a dis¬ 
tance of 101 miles, in the surprisingly short space of time- 
of two days and six hours, including halts and delays. 

.Tn the mean time, however. Major Smith had induced 
most of the officers to agree to remain, according to their 
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rigiM iutention, to the end of the montU; but this return 
to a more moderate lino of conduct did not long continue. 
On the 22 ik 1 of tlio month, Lieutenant Monsell and Ensign 
North came to him,, deputed by the rest of the Corps, requesting 
him to dismiss liioutennnt Peake from the appointment 
of Adjutant to the Regimerit, and to forbid his appearance 
at the Majors table, owing to his having receded from the 
engagement, which they considered a breach of honour, and 
sufficient to preclude him from the society of gentlemen. 

Major Smith, eoragod at this additional proof of disaf¬ 
fection and insult to himself personally, immediately placed 
Lieutenant Monsell and Ensign North under arrest,, and 
ordering Lieutenants Delafield and Brooke to get the 8th 
Battalion of Sipahis' f the present %th Reyt, N, I,J under 
arms, he then proceeded to the barracks, and placed the 
whole of the officers there under arrest also, except four, who 
were more moderate than the others. He then dictated an apo¬ 
logy for the affront offered to his authority, and warned 
them that if they attempted to break their arrest, or to ex- 
eite ally disturbance amongst the .Europeans, the Sipahis 
should be ordered to put every one of them to death. This 
spirited behaviour produced an immediate submission, when, 
upon signing the apology, he released the whole party with, 
exception to six of the ringleaders, including Lieutenant 
Monsell and Ensign North, whom he sent to Patna to stand 
their triah 

At the same time, Colonel Smith adopted* a similar coarse 
of procedure in the camp : finding that the Mahrattas did 
not seem iacHued to advance, and confident in tlie fidelity of 
the Sipahis, he dismissed all the more turbulent of the Eu¬ 
ropean officers, and sent them down to Calcutta : leaving 
only about half the original number, who had agreed to conti¬ 
nue to do duty until the end of the month. This decided mea¬ 
sure, the absence of the instigations of the more violent 
parties, and the intelligence of the submission of the 1st and 
Srd Brigades at Mongheer and Patna, soon brought all these 
gentlemen to their senses, and they also hastened to tender 
tbeir submission,and express contrition for their past conduct. 

Lord Clive had sent forward several ofiicers from Bauky- 
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to assist Colonel Smith; but on their arrival, they 
iound that their services were fortunately no longer requir¬ 
ed. ^he Colonel had been vested with anthority to par¬ 
don and reinstate such officers as he might consider de¬ 
serving of the indulgence, of which privilege he availed him¬ 


self, restoring all those who had behaved v/ith any degree of 
moderation, and whose characters were not otherwise objeor 
tio liable. 

Repentanoo and humiliation now became general, and the- 
great majority of those who had resigned, or bad been dis¬ 
missed and sent down to Calcutta, with the view to their being 
sent on to England, now gave in petitions, praying to be res¬ 
tored to the service. With exception to the ringleaders of 
each Brigade, their requests were generally granted, especi¬ 
ally as regarded the Subalterns, most of whom were reinstat¬ 
ed before the end of the year ; but Lord Clive, with his usual 
sagacity, affected to hesitate for some time, and increased the 
value of the boon, by making the applicants feel the dread 


of losing their commissions, on which they were alone de¬ 
pendent for their livelihood, but which they had so rashly 
perilled. This delay also carried wdth it a just but severe 
punishment, as not only did they lose all allowances for the 
time being, but from the influx of officers from Madras and 
Bombay, of wffiom a large number were sent from each Presi¬ 
dency, especially from the latter, they lost considerable stand¬ 
ing, as those who had come round entered with the rank they 
held in their former service, whilst those who had resigned 
or been aismissod, lost so much time of service, and in some 
cases were compelled to enter at the bottom of their respec¬ 
tive grades. 

Several of those officers who had taken a oonspiciioiis 
part in the combination, but had been restored to the service 
by the logal Government, were shortly after, under orders from 
the Court of Directors, prohibited from rising above the grades 
they then held. This restriction was not long observed, and 
several of those so situated, rose to high rank and command, 
and atoned for their conduct on this occasion, by a subse¬ 
quent career of gallantry and subordination. In March 1776,, 
Lieutenant Francis Robertson, who had been cashiered, was 
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to the service with the rank of Captain, which gfo A. D, ITfifl. 
him his full standing in the service, and on that occasion a 
general amnesty was sanctioned by the Court of Directors 
and subsequently proclaimed in Government Orders of the 
l?.7th September of that year, towards all who had been con* 
cerned in the combination, 

To prevent any recurrence of similar conduct, it was order¬ 
ed after the suppression of the mutiny, that every officer 
restored to the army, as also all such as entered it in future, 
should execute an agreement not to quit the service under 
a period of three years, and not then without giving a year's 
notice of their desire to do so. Of which contract the follow¬ 
ing is a copy:— 

“ Know all men by these presents, that I, A B, for and in 
“ consideration of a captain’s commission, in the service of 
the Honourable United Company of Me.rchants of England, 

“ trading to the .East Indies, to me given by the President and 
Council of Fort William in Bengal in the East-Indies ; and 
“ tile sum of-rupees to me in hand paid by the President 


“ and Council, the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, 
being the amount of one month's pay as captain in the 
“ service of the said Honourable United East India Com¬ 
pany, have contracted and agreed, and by these presents 
do covenant, contract and agree, with the said President 
“ and Council of Fort William, for and on behalf of the 
said United East India Company, to serve them in a milita¬ 
ry capacity for the space of three years, to be computed 
from the day of the date hereof; and also that I will not 
then, or at any other time, quit the said service without 
giving twelve months' previous notice, in writing, of such 
” my intentions, to the President and Council of Fort William 
^ aforesaid, for the time being, and obtaining their permis- 
“ sion for that purpose. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
seal, at Calcutta, in Beng,al aforesaid, this day of 
“ in the year of our Lord. 

Siffned, Healed, and delivered, at Calcutta aforesnid, 
where no Htnmpedpaper is to he had, in the. presence of 
“ C. D. 

B. F, 


“ A. B.” 
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the ringleadors, several wore tried by a Court Martial 
at Patna, of which Colonel Smith was nominated President, 
and with one exception were sentenced to he cashiered ; 
amongst them was Lieutejiant Vertue, the Field* Adjutant of 
the 2nc\ Brigade : he refused to plead, and denied tlic aatbority 
of the Court to try him, on the ground that he had resigned 
his commission, and was no longer amenable to the articles 
of war. But the menibera refused to admit this plea, and 
he was sentenced to be cashiered. 

The officer who escaped the sentence of this Court Mar¬ 
tial, was Captain John Neville Parker, but be was ordered 
to bo dismissed by the Governor in Council, and was imme¬ 
diately sent home. Soon after his arrival be brought au 
n-otion against Lord Clive for the loss of his commission and 
allowances, but without success. However, in ITCO, he was 
restored to the service with the rank of Lieviteiiant Colonel, 
in \Yhich grade he subsequently commanded in the brilliant 
action at Korak in 1776, and ultimately fell in action at 
the Bhore Ghaut in 1781. 

Amongst those who were cashiered and ordered to England, 
wore Captain Vernon Duffleld and Ensign Robertson, the Ad^ 
jiitant of the 3rd Brigade. These officers protested against 
being sent on board the Lord Camden, the vessel appointed for 
tbeir reception, appealed to the Mayor’s Court and civil 
authorities, and fmally shut themselves up in a house in Cal¬ 
cutta, which they barricaded, having laid in a stock of 
provisions that they calculated would last tliem until the 
Camden should liave sailed,—which vessel, as she was to 
carry despatches, they did not think it probable Government 
would detain solely on their account. Lord Clive, however, 
was not to be daunted by their protests or appeals to civil aii- 
lliority, l)ut placed an officer's guard around the house, with 
orders not to break in or commit violence, but to apprehend 
them whenever they should come out, which they did as 
soon as they ascertained that the Carnde?i had sailed. They 
were tlien immediately seized and put on board the Anne sloop, 
in which they were sent to Madras, and from thence vi4 
Bombay to England. They subsequently attempted to pro- 
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Lord Clive in England, but the proceedings fellnoA, D. IW 
the ground, Oaptala James Nicoll and Ensign Davie, who 
endeavoured to remain in the country as free merchants, were 
subsequeutly seized and sent home after a strenuous resis¬ 
tance to, and protest against, this exercise of authority. 

Thus was this extraordinary and dangerous combination 
put down, chiefly by the ability and determination of Lord 
Clive. Amongst the events whioh have never happened/' 
few would afford greater material for speculation than the 
one in question. To what lengths the army would have gone 
had they been successful, it is impossible to say, but it is 
certain that in the first flush of their hopes of success, and 
in connection with the civilians,—who, as a body, were in their 
favour, aiding and abetting their attempts,—they had resolved 
to demand three other points of concession besides the res¬ 
toration of the Batta : 1st, the abolition of the new 

Oovenants regarding the receipt of presents from Natives 
of ranh; 2nd, the annihilation of the powers of iho Select 
Committee; and 3rd, a solemn promise from the Gover¬ 
nor and Council and a standing order of the Board, that 
none of the officers in Bengal should in future be supersed¬ 
ed by any others appointed by the Court of Directors in 
England, or from either of the other Presidencies. 

As a proof of the feeling borne by the Civilians towards 
Ibis attempt on the part of the Military, it may be sufficient 
to mention that Mr, Higginson, the Sub-Secretary to Govern¬ 
ment, and Mr, Grindall, one of the assistants in the office, 
were convicted of writing anonymous letters to individual 
members of the combination, encouraging them in their at¬ 
tempts, and giving information as to the views and intentions 
of the Government. But of all these anonymous com¬ 
munications, there was one, the authoraliip of which could 
never he clearly brought home to any individual, although Lord 
Clive was most anxious to discover the Avriter and appears 
to have had strong suspicions on the subject Tiie letter in 
question was addressed to the officers of the 3rd Brigade at 
Patna, and it was to the following effect:— 

'* You are very prudent, gonilemen, in acting as volua- 
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toersij a Gir'Cumatance that will highly please lus Lordship, 
and assist him in dismissing you all, and to keep it a 
** secret irom the men, by whose assistance you can only 
be successful; lor if they do not join, he is fully resolved 
not to give the point up to you, but accept of all com¬ 
missions. What then will bo the corii^quence if he gets 
the better of this ? Eternal slavery and bondage, with 
shame to you all.—Let the men join, and that ' will oblige 
“ him to come into your terms. You can always put a stop 
to them before they do much mischief; but take care your 

terms arc moderate. What a pimp your c--1 is, 1 wonder 

“ you don't flog him : Can it bo possible you have let Duf- 
held, &o. be sent to Calcutta ? If you havo^ you are a 
dastardly set. How will the civilians laugh at you, if you 
* don't get the better ? 

The following is a conversation between his Lordship 
and the General, which send to the other brigades; I over- 
‘ beard it myself:— 

General, What will your lordship do with the army ?" 

Clive, Hang one-half for an example to the other. 

General, How will you be provided with officers ? 

Clive. Send to Madras and Bombay for all they can 
' spare ; and make serjeaiits and corporals for the pre- 
' sent. 

General Our serjeauts and corporals will never do for 
' officers, 

“ Clive. They will do till we get better^ 

General. And when you have got better, what will 
^ your lordship do with them ? 

Clive. Why, reduce one-half to their former station, 
and for fear the other half should be too strong, J. will 
Older them to Calcutta, clap them on board ships, and 
send them to Bencoolen, where they shall do private duty, 
as before. 

General. Iloui’ lordship will bo liable to prosecutions 
at home. 

Clive. 111 be d d then ; for Fll send such instruction.s- 
to the governor, that few shall remain to tcH the story. 
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GeneraL If the men join, ^vllat will you do ? A. B. 

Clive. By G—d I must give them their own terms; but 
“ the gentlemen, by acting as volunteers, seem determined 
to prevent that. Let them do so a little while longer, arid 
‘‘ by G—d I’ll do for them. 

“ The above is an absolute fact, but I cannot sign, for fear 
of discovery; however, the light is not truer. For God's 
sahe act with spirit: else adieu, as military men, to every 
thing! 

“ Calcutta.'^ 

Amongst the officers who were tried on this occasion was 
Captain John Stainforth, who had come out the preceding 
year from England Nvith that rank. He was accused of hav¬ 
ing uttered threatening expressions against Lord Clive, and 
proposing in the presence of Captain Wilding, Lieutenants 
Petrie, Hoggan, and Dunbar, to throw dice with any other 
member or members of the combination to decide who 
should take Lord Clive s life ; and when those officers, shock¬ 
ed' at his proposal, sent Mr. Hoggan to him tho next morn¬ 
ing to remind him of what he bad said and ascertain his 
intentions, that so far from denying having made use of 
such language, he avowed having made the proposal, and 
declared that he still entertained the same sentiments and 
intentions; and that some time afterwards, Avhen a review 
was expected on the occasion of his Lordship's arrival at 
Mongheer, he (Captain Stainforth) proposed that the officers 
should all carry fuzils instead of spontoons, which might 
give him the opportunity of getting rid of his Lordship by 
a ball. Upon these charges be was confinod, and sent to 
Patna for trial, when the Court came to the following deci¬ 
sion :— 

The court having taken into mature consideration the 
evidence for and against the prisoner, together with his 
defence, are unanimously of opinion that lie is guilty of 
the crime laid to his charge; which they judge to boa 
breach of the first part of the third article of the second 
section of the articles of war. But the prisoner's extreme 
backwardness to enter into the combination having evi* 
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clently appeared, and that the proposal, shocking as it is, 
was mentioned at only one particular point of time ; 
‘‘ also the ovidence in support of the charge having'deposed 
that they thought him then either drunk or mad ; and it 
being plain those evidences imagined that no aooiderU 
“ could ensue from so rash a project, as the court have not 
heard that they maiJe any report to their commanding 
officer of it. 

** Those arguments added to the prisoner’s former good 
character, prevailed on the court only to cashier him ; and 
he is hereby sentenced to be cashiered. 

Thomas Pp:arson, Jud^e Adv(>caU. 

'' KrOHARD Smith, President** 

He was accordingly cashiered and ordered to England,, 
when he expressed great contrition, and petitioned to be 
restored, to which Lord Clive replied througfi his Secretary, 
pointing out in kind, though decided tennis, the impossibility 
of complianco with his request. It may be mentioned here, 
that he was subsequently restored to the service in 1771, and 
died at Cawnpore a Lieutenant-Colonel in 1781. 

The most remarkable and interesting trial of the whole 
liowever, was that of Sir Robert Fletcher. 

We have seen that in bis letter to Lord Clivo dated in 
May, he acknowledged incidentally that he had for some time 
past been acquainted with the mutinous intentions of the 
officers, besides which, several startling facts regarding his 
pbnduct and the incorrectness of some of Jiis representations 
had been broiiglu to Lord Clive’s knowledge at Mongheer 
but that Nobleman, in the state of affairs then existing, did 
not think it advisable to take notice of them, unless compelled 
to do so. When the mutiny was suppressed and subordina¬ 
tion restored, the conduct of Sir Robert Taleteller became 
the general topic of conversation amongst all ranks ; and on 
the IQth of June, Lord Clive received the following anony¬ 
mous letter, of which Mr. Bagot, Surgeon to the ftrst Brigade, 
subsequently acknowledged himself to be the author :— 

“ Though an anonymous letter has but an indifferent ap 
pearance, yet your Lordship knows that, in some cases, it 
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y be the only channel through which truth can be con^ A 
veyed. This is particularly addressed to you. Sir, being 
the fountain of justice, from on© who feels his own, and 
the hardships which many of his brother officjers are likely 
to suffer ott this occasion. Be it known then to your 
Lordship, that we have been led into th^ resignation of 
our commiasions, and therewith our whole support, by a 
man who now stands behind the curtain, deriding those 
miseries which his deluding lirguments have brought upon 
m. The plain matter of fact is this; that when Sir Robert 
Fletcher found a resignation was not likely to go fotWard 
by his private hints and encouragement, he at last veu- 
tiired to recommend it publicly, at a table of a dozen officers ; 
telling them, that the brigade major, and hia aid-du-camp, 
should first set the example; and that their discontents^ 
joined to that of the civilians, would inevitably deprive your 
Lordship of all power; adding, that he was well acquainted 
with the Madras counsellors,^ who he was sure would 
all join against you. He farther attempted to raise our in¬ 
dignation, by saying that the army was insulted, their ser¬ 
vices rewarded with ingratitude, and that your Lordship’s 
design was evidently to reduce us to contempt and beggary,, 
Above all things, ho beseeched us to be speedy in the affair, 
lest the Europe ships should carry home the news of your 
Lordship’s having accomplished what had been in vain at¬ 
tempted by former governors. Your Lordship’s impartia¬ 
lity will now clearly point out wlio was the more culpable, 
we for following the advice of our commanding officer, or 
he for leading us into this ruinous measure, merely to gra¬ 
tify his private purposes. Justice and honour do now call 
upon your Lordship ; you will not, nay you cannot, sup¬ 
press a strict enquiry into this affair, the fate of many inno¬ 
cent people depending upon it. You will then find what is 
here asserted, confirmed beyond all doubt, with many aggra¬ 
vating circumstances. Your Lordship has been imposed 


• The four ventleraen, whom Lord CUve and the Select CommlUeo hU beer? 
Bengal of oalliug from Madras to fill up vacancies in Council at 
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on in the account of his conduct to the Du Carrels it was 
he alone who endeavoured to promote acombinatiou against 
them, which to your Lordship,’tis apprehended, he made a 
** merit to br^ak. Such other instances could be given to your 
“ Lordship olhis duplicity, hypocrisy, injustice, and rapaci- 
oiisness, make a man of conamon honesty blush 

to see humanso degraded, in this individual. M 
this relation aeen'fe exaggerated, bring it todbe test.” 

Lofd Olive paid no 'attention to this anonymoiia communr 
cation, especially as it bore a strong stamp of personal enmity 
to Bir Kobert Fletcher, at the same time that he could not but 
observe with regret that the main points of the accusation 
eortesponded very closely with vvbat had come under his own 
knowledge, and had reached his ears, by public report or 
private infornaatibn. A few days after he received the follow* 
iug letter from Sir Kobert himself, which convinced him that 
the general tenor of the accusation was foimdecl on truth 

Mv Lord, —With great uneasiness I learn, that reports 
** have reached your Lordship of my having assisted and en- 
conraged the oCBoctb in their late cotnbinadon; and .1 confess 
niy ooucern is aggravated, when by a mature oonaidera- 
** tionof my conduct, I find I have acted with an imprudence 
that leaves matter, which, in the bands of my enemies,. 
“ might turn to my prejudice; at the same time, that I could 
take a most solemn oath of my having acted entirely from 
principles and motives that I thou judged necessary to the 
public good, and such as would have been called good policy 
in a commanding ofBcer not surrounded, as I have been, 
** with a crowd of enemies^, whose province it is to snatch up, 
** to my prejudice, the very expressions which they themselves 
know were calculated to deceive them, and which I hope 
“ my latter conduct hath sufficiently proved. As for the 
combination itself, it was near the end of April, before 


• Captain CoUie Du Carrel aoU bis brother Gerard Gustavns Du Carrel of the 
Civil Service ; the fonner bad refused to join t]ie combination from tlw first, and 
the latter had withdrawn bis signature from m appeal drawn up by several mem¬ 
bers of his service j in consequence of which they had both been subjected to 
much anuoyance mid ill usage. 
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of it. 1 concl<jmned it immediate)y A. l>. nofc 


“ as ft mutinous aot, used every eudeavoiK to extricate nil 
tliose from it, for whom I had any hind of regard; and 
when I found i could not prevail, I inforEned your Lordship 
of all that X knew of their schemes; contrary t(>a promjjse 
‘‘ of secrecy^ on which ooadition alone Ifoaudl could gain a 
f knowledge of their intentions. If the reports I mention, 
Imve prejudiced me iu your Lordship’s opinion, X earnestly 
request you will gave me such information as may enable me 
to clear myself to the world and to you, whose good opinion 
I should be highly concerned to forfeit, and to bo disap- 
pointed in the end to which all my endeavours to promote 
“ the service have always tended^ I have the honour to be, 
with great respect, &o. 

Bobkrt Flktchek. 

Afon(^hi/r, 2Srd Jime^ 1760." 

Sir Robert was at tins time und^r orders to proceed im¬ 
mediately to Patna, where he was required as a member of 
the Court Martial ordered upon tUo ringleaders in the com¬ 
bination, and also to assist at a Committee for the formation 
of a new code of regulations, rendered necessary by the late 
mutiny. Under these oiroumstanoos, Lord Clive deferred 
replying to the above letter until Sir Robert's arrival. In the 
mean time, however, Captain Goddard had brought forward 
ft regular and formal accusation of mutiny against him, in 
consequence of which he was placed in arrest on his arrival 
at Putna, which took place on the 3d of July, upon charges 
framed by the Judge- Advocate-General. 

Immediately upon receipt of Lord Clive's order to consider 
himself under arrest, Sir Robert addressed the follovving 
letter to His Lovdsbjp, praying that he might not be tried 
by a Court Martial, but by the Governor and Council in 
Calcutta:— 

‘‘‘ My Loro,— Colonel Baj'ker has sent me orders from 
your Lordship, which I have just now received, for my 
'' going in arrest; but I most earnestly request your Lord- 
ship will be pleased not to insist upon this, as I imagine 
it is intended to bring me to a trial for my conduct re- 
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garding the cooibination, but indulge me with the privi- 
lege of repairing to Calcutta, where I may have the honour 
‘‘ of being tried by your Lordahip and the Council, before 
whom I have not the least doubt of clearing myself with 
“ honour and credit. The nature of my defence is such, as 
I wo\iid by no means wish should come before a court mar- 
‘‘ tial here. 

I have the honour to be with great respect, &c., 

Kobbrt Fjletcheb. 

“ Patna,^rdJuly^ 1766.” 

To this extraordinary request, Lord Clive roturned the 
following considerate and judicious reply :— 

Sir,— f have received your letter of this day's date. 
You will not, I hope, entertain the least doubt of my will- 
ingness to oblige a gentleman in your situation, in any 
request that can with propriety be granted. But that of 
your repairing to Calcutta, in order to be tried by the Pre- 
** sidont and Council, upon an accusation, your exculpation 
** from which depends merely upon military law, is totally 
unprecedented, and therefore improper for me to comply 
" with. That you may not, however, imagine, that I intend 
to take any other part, upon this occa8ion> than what my 
public station requires, be assured that the court martial 
“ to be held upon your late conduct will be assembled by an 
order from the board, and sentence confirmed or disap- 
proved of by them. 

I am, Sir, &c,, 
Clive. 

Meer Srd Jufy, 1766 /* 

This, however, did not satisfy Sir Robert Fletcher, who on 
the following day again addressed him, soliciting that a 
Court of Enquiry consisting of the Governor and Council 
might previously be held upon his conduct. This request 
was conveyed in the following communication :— 

Mv Lord, —I have been honoured by your liOrdship’s 
letter of yesterday; and although no precedent of the like 
kind, perhaps from tho want of opportunity, hath hitherto 
happened, yet I had some hopes that my situation might 
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reasons that your Lordship and every sensible man cannot 
but admit, who knows the nature of courts martial in this 
country; when they are too often in a great measure com- 



cient to comprehend and to judge in cases tihat require the 
most serious deliberationa of men of knowledge and abilir 
'' ties ; and for the same reason, I beg your Lordship will per- 
mit me now to request that a court of enquiry may first be 
held, whereby you or the Oovernor and Council, may 
judge whether I merit the disgrace of being brought to 
a court martial, which, whether culpable or not, can never 
** redound to my credit. 


I am, with great respect, My Lord, &c. 

Robkrt Fletcher,. 


Pa^na,mJul!/,l7{}0r 

It was certainly an unreasonable and unprecedented re¬ 
quest, that an officer should be tried on a charge of mutiny, 
under the articles of war, by a Court composed almost en¬ 
tirely of Civilians, and for the same reasons a Court of En¬ 
quiry so constituted would have been equally inapplicable 
and absurd. To this last request Lord Ciive returned no an¬ 
swer^ Vnit forwarded the comspondenco with the following 
letter to the Council in Calcutta 

“ Gentlemen, —On the 3rd instant, I had the honour to 
inform you of my having ordered Lieutenant*Colonel Sir 
“ Robert Fletcher in arrest. I am now further to acquaint 
‘‘ you, that I have directed the Judge-Advocate General to 
give him notice that the crime for which he will be tried, 
is mutiny. Enclosed are copies of two letters which T re- 
ceived from him since .his arrest; and also a copy of my 
answer to the one of the 3rd instant. To that of the 4tb,, 
I have not thought proper to reply. As it is very probable, 
that in the course of the examination by court martial, it 
may appear that an intention to affect my honour and go- 
“ vornmeiu was one of the first motives of the late combina- 
lion, delicacy forbids my taking any part that can possibly 
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“ bear tlie imputation of priv^ite pique, or personal resent- 
Septembe. . j naust, therefore, request tliai the warrant for hold 

Tug a general court martial upon Lieutenant-Colonel >Sir 
Robert Pietcher, may be lasued by the President and 
Ooimcll, and sentence be confirmed or diaapprovod by 



* I have the honour to be, &c. 

Clive. 


M^r Abseh, ^thJulyy 1766/' 

In consequence of this request, a warrant for the trial of 
Sir Robert Fletcher was signed by the Board and transmitted 
to Patna, and the trial followed that of the other officers 
conoevned> 

The chief evidences brought forward were those of Captains 
aoddard and Roper, Lieutenants Watts and Francis; and 
tended to prove, that not only was Sir Robert Fletcher fully 
acquainted with the designs of the officers to form a mull- 
nous combination for the recovery of their Batta, as early 
as the month of January preceding, but that he did himself, 
at Captain Goddard's table, actually suggest the course sub¬ 
sequently adopted, jjvom.pting the officers to resign their 
commissions and serve as volunteers; that he pjointed out 
the greater chai^-e of success at the particular period, owing 
to the strong feeling of dissatisfaction existing in the Civil 
Service, consequent on the new covenants and the introduc¬ 
tion of the four counsellors from Madras. That he taunted 
Captain Goddard personally, for not joining, expressing his 
surprise that an officer bearing the reputation of so much 
spirit had not been foremost on the occasion; and holding 
out the example of his own personal staffi who, notwithstand¬ 
ing the advantages of their appointments, were ready to enter 
into the combination. 


Captain Bevan and Lieutenant Dunbar also gave evidence 
to prove that in addition to his earlier acquaintance, with the 
iniention of the officers, he was made acquainted by them 



* As Ibis was a trial of gi‘eat iinporUiire, aad one of tbe earliest and most iii 
teresting tbat has takeo p)aco in Uus Amy, the dotuiU which nmy perhaps prove 
accepeable, will be found in the Appendix B. B. 
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the I Bth and ^Oth of April of these intentions luiving 
been acted upon, and that the combination had been fully 
organized in the three Bngades, that be dissuaded them 
from joining, but took no publio measures to suppress it; and 
it has been shown tliat he never gave the sli|hte3t hint to Go* 
vernment of what was passing or in contemplation, iiiilil the 
‘^5th of April, and then only on receipt of Sir Robert liarkers 
letter of the 2ist April, wlien he found the matter could 
no longer be concealed. 

His defence tended to confimi these facts, but ascribed bia 
conduct to a particular and certainly not a very straight-for¬ 
ward or soldier-like motive, viz. a desire to possess himself of 
the secret intentions of the mutineers, by affecting similar senti¬ 
ments' and opinions, and also a wish to get rid of the bad 
characters in the Brigade, by involving them in the unpar¬ 
donable crime of mutiny. He dealt chiefly with the minor 
and immaterial points of the evidence against him, and en¬ 
deavoured to invalidate the truth of Captain Goddard’s state¬ 
ment, to impugn his motives, and to decry his charncter; an 
unfortunate line to adopt, as regards the opinion of posterity, 
his own aubsequent conduct at Madras affording a marked 
contrast to Goddard's brilliant and honourable career. 

The evidences for the defence consisted of Messrs. George 
Vansittart and the Hon’ble Charles Stuart, both civilians, and 
Captain Henry Watson, the Quarter Master General, who 
testified to having heard Sir Robert Fletcher complain of the 
Itcentioasness and want of subordination in the Array. Cap¬ 
tain Bevan his Brigade Major, Lieut. Dunbar his Aid- 
de-Camp, Lieutenants MaePherson and Shrirnpton, and En¬ 
sign Patton, all deposed to his having persuaded them to 
withdraw their names from the combination, and that he 
offered to advance them the money to pay their penalty bonds. 
Rnsign Moses Crawford, formerly a Surgeon's Assistant, and 
Lieutenant Firew^orker Philip Muskard, formerly a Con¬ 
ductor, deposed that when in their previous situations. Sir 
Robert Fletcher had offered them oomraissions, and persuad¬ 
ed tbcia to enter the service. Captain F. T. wSmith ami Serjenut 
Philip . Daniel gave evidence in favor of Sir Roberts exertions 
to suppress the nuitiuy in the 1st European Regiment. 
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Such Avas the substance of the toetimony brought forward 
by the prisoner in his defence; having concluded whicir, 
the Judge Advocate addressed the Court in a very few words, 
merely observing that moat of the points which it had been 
attempted to prove against Sir Robert Fletcher remain¬ 
ing uncontroverted, he did not trouble the court with the ex¬ 
amination of any evidences in reply. He only begged leave 
to observe, tliat it appeared to the Court, upon the joint 
evidence of Captain Goddard, Captain Roper, Captain Beyan, 
Mr. Dunbar, and other witnesses, that a scheme of resigna¬ 
tion of commissions dame to the knowledge of Sir Robert 
Fletcher in the rnojith of January last, and that the prisoner 
had not made it appear t^o the court, that he, at that or any 
period of time, made Lord Olive or General Carnao or the 
Governor and Council, acquainted there withf 

To this Sir Robert replied; recapitulating his *rformer argu¬ 
ments, referring to hiS correspondence with Lord Oiiye, and 
repeating his assertions as to the motives that influenced his 
conduct. Finally, as if conscious of the weakness of his 
arguments on the broader ground, he reverted to that adopt* 
ed by Lieutenant Vertue, relative to the legality of ofScers 
resigning their commissions at pleasure, where no previous 
contract had been entered into, and consequently the absence 
of mutiny in merely advising an act that was not illegal. 
These arguments, however, were unavailing, and the Court 
Martial gave the following verdict and sentence :— 

Tlie President and Members, having taking into maUire 
** consideration the whole evidence for and against the pri- 
soner, lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, together 
with his defence, are of opinion, that he ia guilty of mu- 
“ tiny, the crime laid to his charge, by a breach,of the 
third and fourth articles of the second scctioULof the arti- 
“ cles of var ; the prisoner having excited sedition, and 
after coming to the knowledge of a mutiny, having delayed 
“ to give information thereof to his commanding officer: the 
court do, therefore, adjudge him, and he is hereby adjudged, 
to be cashiered/' 

The sentence being ppnfirmed by the President and Coun¬ 
cil, Sir Robert Fletcher was cashiered, and proceeded to Eng* 
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itt TTiay scarcely be necessary to observe, that wirhin 
a few years afterwards, he was restored to the Company’s Ser* 
vice by the Oomrtof Direotors,—having considerable influence 
and wealth, and the tide of publio opinion in England at the 
time setting strongly against Lord Clive. He was then sent 
out to Madras as Oommander'in-Chief, where he took a pro¬ 
minent part in the deposition and confinement of Lord Pigot, 
one of the most extraordinary acts of itisubordinatiOn that 
probably was ever committed. 

Several officers in the Bengal Army, forgetful of the dan¬ 
ger they bad so recently escaped, signed an address to him 
after he had been cashiered, for which they were all dismissed 
the service,’^ 

Lord Glive haring oompletely suppressed the mutinous 
combination of the officers, and restored order in the several 
Brigades, took the opportunity,—whilst the Court Martials as¬ 
sembled at Patna.wero carrying on their proceedin gs,—of start- 
ingfor Chupprah, accompanied by General Carnac, where lie 
was met by Nawaub Shoojah-oo-Dowlab, and the Emperor's 
Vakeel, together with the agents from the Jath and Bohillah 
Chiefs. Here a congress was held, and a treaty entered 
into between these parties, for their mutual defence against 
any aggression on the part of the Mabrattas. Agents from 
the latter nation were also present, and Lord Clive who had 
a remarkable talent for penetrating the entangled web of na¬ 
tive policy, speedily ascertained that the recent assemblage of 
the Mabrattas on the Jumna had originated entirely in the 
pressing invitations they had received from the Emperor. 
Considering that little benefit was to be derived from an alli¬ 
ance with the Bohiliahs o»^ Jaths, in the event of aMahratta 
invasion, and being anxious to take his departure for Cal¬ 
cutta without further delay, he left the ternas to be arranged 
by Shoojah-oo-Dowlab, subject to the final approval of the 
President in Council. 

The Nawaub having now complied with the greater part 
of the terms agreed to in the previous year, the 2nd Brigade 

• Verelst. Appendix, p Military Register. 
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v;as recalled from Allahabad, and General wa9 dirciot^ 

ed to take pp a position and canton the troops at Daoudmig- 
gur and Saliserarn, where they would he conveniently situat¬ 
ed to cover the Province of Bebar, or to advance in the event 
of a Mahratta invasion, supported as they would then bo by 
the 8rd Brigade at Bankypore^. 

I^ermanent barracks for the 3rd Brigade, both Eurapeana 
and Natives, were ordered to be erected at Bankypore, and 
similar buildings at Berharnpore, which was now made a 
station of importanoo, and shortly afterwards became the 
Head Quarters of the 1st Brigade ; a respectable force still re¬ 
maining at Mongheer. In both cases,however, the barracks for 
the Sipahis were Bubsequently countermanded^ owing to the 
heavy expense attending the erection of these Cantonments. 

It has been already mentioned that one Battalion of Sipa* 
bis from each Brigade had been turned over to^the Revenue 
[Department; but this not being found nearly sufficient to 
meet the demands from the several districts, and no more 
troops being available from the Brigades, which were already 
much harassed by out-post duties in support of the collec¬ 
tions, Lord Clive ordered six new Corps to be raised for this 
especial purpose, which were designated Vergumiah Batta¬ 
lions; these Corps were numbered from the 22nd to the 27th 
Battalions inclusive, and were allotted two to each Brigade, 
the 22nd and 26th to the 1st Brigade, the 2iBrd and 26th to 
the 2nd Brigade, and the 24th and 27th to the 3rd Brigade. 
Tnvo more Battalions of the same nature were ordered to be 
raised shortly after, numbered the 2Bth and 29th, and 
attached to the 1st and 2ud Brigades; and in the Ibllow^ 
ing year an additional Corps was raised, numbered the 
^Oih, and attached to the 3rd Brigade, making a total 
of nine Pergunnah Battalions, besides the three turned 
over from the regular Brigades, These latter, as already 
metuionecl, were stationed, the 2nd at Moorshedabad, the 14th 
at Midnapore and tl)e 7th at Chittagong. The Head Quar- 
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the new or Pergunnah Battaliona, were fixed, three A. b; ireel; 
at Moorshedabad, one of which [the BOthJ was raised and 
stationed at-Calcutta, three at Patna, one at Chittagong, one 
at Midnapore, one at Burdw^n, Details of these Corps, how^ 
ever, were scattered all over the district for the collection of 
the revenues and the protection of the farmers,—those at 
Chittagong furnishing details to Dacca and the ueighbouring 
stations; those at Moorshedabad to the Presidency, to Mal- 
dah, Rungpore, OodwahnuHah, Terreahgullee, and Sikree* 
gullee; those at Midnapore to Jellasore,, Ballasore, Am- 
bore, and the neighbouring posts; and those at Patna to 
Gurnickpore, Ehotas, Darbongab, Tirhoot, and the Bettiah 
districts. The influx of oflicers brought round from the 
other Presidencies, in consequence of the mutiny, served to 
providefor these Corps,and was probably an additional motive 
for their formation. Each Battalion was allowed a Captain to 
command and two Lieutenants, but no Ensigns; with a Ser¬ 
jeant Major and four Serjeants, The three Battalions, the^ind, 

7tb, and 14th, transferred from the regular Brigades, remained 
on their old footing, as regarded the number of officers and 
the amount of pay and allowances. The three Battalions at Pat¬ 
na received half Batta in Cantonment, and full Batta when 
detached ; the other Battalions wore not so well off; the 
Native offioei’s and Sipahis received no batta at all, under 
any circumstances, but the European officers and serjeants 
were allowed full Batta in the field, but none whatever in 
quarters.* Several improvements were also introduced into 
the Regular Brigades, including the formation and publica¬ 
tion of a code of regulations, and a fixed standard of allow¬ 
ances for officers in all situations, as also of all contingent 
and contract allowances,—the expences of which were consi¬ 
derably reduced,—and generally, the establishment of a more 
strict system of disctpline. In these reforms, General Smith 
and Sir Robert Barker took an active part. 

Lord Olive returned to Calcutta in the beginning o4 Sep¬ 
tember, and one of his first measures was the formation of 
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a new agreement for the ensuing yeat, for the Inland Trade 
Asaooiaiioh^-^ His proceedings in that matter during the pre ¬ 
vious year had^ot been approved of by the Court of Dire© 
torR ; but his li^rdship, considering that they were not suffi¬ 
ciently acquainted with the real state of the case, took upon 
himself to sanction it for another year, explaining his mpiive 
^or so doing., and the whole of the circiunstances aUending 
the trailsaodon; a proceeding for which he was much blam¬ 
ed tifterwards, and which constituted one of the aopnaationa 
brought against him. 

The profits of the concern were again divided into sixty 
shares, of which three were allotted to the Commander-in-Cbief 
and two to each of the other Qolonels. The Lieutenant Co¬ 
lonels had two-thirds of a share, and the Majors and Surgeona 
one-third of a slnire each. Owing to the promotions that 
took place during the year, these portions had to be again 
subdivided. Generals Oarnac and Smith divided the Oom- 
mander-in-Chief’s share, and General Smith, Colonels Sir 
Robert Barker and Joseph Peach the two Colonels' shares. 
The three Lieutenant Colonels’ shares were distributed be¬ 
tween Colonel Peach, Lieutenant Colonels Chapman, Cham¬ 
pion and Grant; the six Infantry Majors’ shares batweeu 
Lieutenant Colonels Champion, Grant, Majors Pemble, Smith, 
Galliez, Ironside, Morgan and Fischer, The Artillery 
Major's share fell to Major Win wood who had Succeeded to 
the command of that arm, early in 1766, on the death of Major 
Jennings. The three Surgeons’ shares were allotted to Messrs 
Anderson, Hunter and Williams as before,—although Mr, 
Hunter was for a time suspended from the service on account 
of hia connection with the mutiny. As each whole share 
amounted to about 10,000 rupees, this arrangement made a 
great addition to the Field ofliicers’ allowances. 

The large increase to the native portion of the Army, 
which circumstances had rendered vrnavoidable, had caused 
a greftt numerical disproportion between the Sipalus and 
the European troops, which was further increased by tlm Eu¬ 
ropean Regiments being still very weak ; an application 
was in consequence made to Madras, from which Presidency 
a large body of recruits was transferred to Bengal. The 
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had also seat out a oonsiderablo number of recruits A. a. iw. 
from England during the year; but one vessel, the Falmouth, 
containing a large portion of them, was lost on the pas¬ 
sage and a great mortality occurred amongst the other trans- 
ports, owing to the bad arrangements made for the men on 
board and the manner in which they were crowded together. 

The rainy seaison was, moreover, very unhealthy this year 
at all the stations, and the casualties amongst the troops 
considerable. This redaction of the Eurcpean force caused 
some alarm, and the Select Committee, in theirdetter of the 
0th December, after alluding to the circiimstanoes above 
mentioned, expressed their apprehensions on the subject 
and urged an early and large supply from Europe, They ob¬ 
served that— 

The dismission of the Nabob's useless military rabble, and 
of those troops iept up by the Eajaha and theFouzdare 
** in their several, clistriels, for the purpose of enforcing the 
‘‘ collections, hath obliged us to raise eight battalions of 
indopendant Sepoys ; so that, notwithstanding the great 
number of Recruits sent out this year from England, not- 
withstanding the liberal supply of troops granted by your 
Presidency at Fort St. George, so general was the mortality 
on board the transports, so great the loss on the Falmouth $ 
misfortune, and so fatal the eJJeots of the late unhealthy 
season, that we cannot avoid being alarmed at the extra 
ordinary disproportion of numbers between your European 4 
and black infantry. The very signal instance of fidelity 
and attachment exhibited by the sepoys, during the late 
mutiny of the officers, might indeed, be sufficient to quiet 
our apprehensions, and remove all suspicion of their con¬ 
duct, if experience the preceding year of their dangerous 
insolence and turbulent spirit, had not evinced tlie neces- 
** sity of keeping the black troops in awe and subjection. 

We therefore, most earnestly request that you will try 
by every possible moans, to complete the European in¬ 
fantry to the number specified in our address by the Ad' 
mrul Stevens ; and that effectual measures may be taken 
to prevent crowded ships, to dispatch your recruits at an 
^arly season and to guard against the infamous practices 
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of owners, husbande, and officers of ships^ ^vliereby the 
lives of hundreds of men are sacrificed, whose services 
woitld be veil liable to the nation, and altogether invalua- 
ble to the Company/'’^^* 

As the Mahrattas still continued hovering on the fron*^ 
tiers, the 2nd and 8rd Brigades were ordered in November to 
advance to the Karrumnassa to watch their movements, where 
after remaining some timo, the 8rd Brigade, under Sir Robert 
Barker, proceeded to Allahabad, at the request of the Emperor 
and SboojAah-oo*Dowlah, to garrison that fortress and pro- 
teet the Korali district, when the 2nd Brigade under Colonel 
Smith, moved into Cantonments at Bankypore, thus efiecting 
a relief of those two Brigades. A strong Grarrison continued 
in Chunar, one Battalion, the 19th, remained stationed at 
Lheknow, and two Battalions at Benares. 

All these arrangements being now completed,"Lord Olivo, 
whose lioaltb had been materially injured by his recent ex* 
ertions during and subsequent to the mutiny, began to make 
ids preparations for returning to England. When he had 
accepted the Government two years previously, ho had done 
so with the resolution and the clearly defined understanding 
that he wa.9 to return homo when the specific olyects of his 
appointment had been accomplished. Such, was now the 
case; the war with Shoojah-oo-Dowlah had been brought to a 
satisfactory concluvSion before his arrival, but much had re- 
xneined for him to perform; foremost amongst which measures, 
\ver 0 the great reform in the Civil Service and the complete 
reorganization of the Army, both of which he carried out 
with so much skill, firmness and wisdom, and with such 
bene.fioial results. The unexpected and alarming mutiny of 
the officers, was the next object of his atteution, and to his 
judicious conduct on that occasion, the Government owed its 
safety and integrity, and in all human probability, tho British 
Empire owed its existence in India. Peace and order were now 
restored throughout the Company’s dominions, the most 
powerful enemy, Shoojah-oo-Dow]ah, had been taught to feel 
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jperior power of tho British, and through Lord Olivo's AvB. 
^idTcious arrangemc;^nt« had been converted from a dangerous 
enemy to a valuable ally. The influence that still adhered to 
the name of the Emperor had been enlisted in the English 
cause, whilst the gratitude of that Monarch, and the favour¬ 
able opiniou of all the people of India, had been won by the 
liberality and generosity with which ho was treated by the 
English, when placed completely in their power. In the in¬ 
ternal administration of the oouutry, the power of the Na- 
waub Nazim had passed into a more nominal authority, and 
the Provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, had from the date 
of the Emperor s grant of the Lewannee, been transferred 
permanently and entirely to the East India Company, The 
revenues were in a flourishing condition, and the establish* 
meat of the large Military force recently created, facilitated 
tlic collections to an extent previously unknown. Reform, 
economy and efficiency had been introduced into all depart¬ 
ments, and where Lord Clive had found a chaotic mass of 
insubordiuation, corruption and extravagance, he left a re¬ 
gular and well-defined system of comparative order, probity, 
and economy. 

His Lordship had announced to the Court of Directors his 
intention of resigning the Government as soon as circum¬ 
stances would admit of his doing so without inconvenience 
to the State, and in December 176fl, he received a very grati¬ 
fying letter from that body, dated the 17th March 1760, urgent¬ 
ly requesting him to prolong his stay in India, which com¬ 
munication contained the following flattering expression of 
the Courts sentinaents regarding the value of his services:— 
When we consider the penetration with which your 
Lordship at once discerned our true interest in every branch, 
the rapidity with which you restored peace, order and tran¬ 
quillity, and the unbiassed integrity that has governed 
your actions, we must congratulate your Lordship 


all 


on being the happy instrument of such extensive bles¬ 
sings to those countries; and you have our sinoerest 
thanks for the great and important advantages thereby 
obtained for the Companv. 


2‘i LORD CLIVB RESOLVES TO RETDRN 

Wo have the most perfect sense of your Lordship s disin- 
** teroetednesa in every part of your conduct, and we shall not 
foil to represent this to the proprietors, and shall at tbe same 
time inform them of tlie many grent advantages your Lord- 
ship has obtained for the Company : but we fear, my Lord,, 
“ past experience will teach them, as it does us, that the per* 

' jnanency of those advantages will depend much on your 
L. -ship's continuing in India till you have seen the re* 

’ )! r s firmly established for the conducting of those 
' affairs. Another year’s e^jperience and peaceable 

enjoyment of our acephsitions might fix thorn on a basis 
that might give hopes they may be as iasting as 
they are great; and there is no doubt^ my Lord, but the 
general voice of the proprietors, indeed we may say of 
every man who wishes well to his country, will be to 
join in our request, that your Lordship wifi contiune 
** another year in India. W'e are very sensible of the sa- 
** orifice we ask your Lordship to make, in desiring your con* 
" tinuance another year in Bengal, after the great service 
" you have rendered the Company, and the difficulties you 
have passed through in accomplishing them, under cir- 
cumstances in which your own example has been the prin- 
“ cipal means of restraining the general rapucioiisness and 
corruption which had brought our affairs so near the brink 
‘‘ of ruin. These services, my Lord, deserve more than ver- 
** bal acknowledgments; and we have no doubt that the pro* 
prietors will concur with us in opinion, that some solid 
and permanent retribution, adequate to your great merita, 
should crown your Lordslhp's labours and success/'* 

Clive was not the man to be insensible to these commenda¬ 
tions, and doubtless, had he seen any necessity for remaining, 
he would have unhesitatingly acceded to the Court s request, 
at the sacrifice of his own healtli and convenience, v But 
such was not the case :—true it was that events had occurred, 
and dangers and difficulties arisen, of which the'Court 'were 
ignorant at the time of their writing, but these had happily 
been all surmounted and satisfactorily arrangecL 

♦ Second Tleport from the Select Committee.— Appenilix, No. 74. 







remained to be done, that ordinary capacity and a. i). net. 
firmness were riot equal to undertake, and as his health was 


daily breaking, and hie illness seriously impeding the trausao- 
tiori of buHinesa, ho made up his mind to depart in the begin¬ 
ning of the next year. The Court had vested him with dis¬ 
cretionary authority to dissolve or continue the power of the 
fSelect Committee, and he unhesitatingly decided on their 
continuance, appointing ns Members, Mr. Verelst who was 
to suooeed him ns Governor, Colonel Richard Smith who 
was nominated Commander-iu-Ohief, to succeed General 
Oarnao—who was also going home, — Mr. Carter, Mr. Sykes, 
and Mr Beecher. 

On the 10th of January 17C7, he, for the last time, attended 
the Committee himself, when ho finally carried the.?e arrange¬ 
ments into effect and officially announced his intended ini- 
inediate departure. On this oocasioti he laid before the 
Committee a valuable m>iauto on the state of affairs at the 
time, and the dangers and difficulties most to be guarded 
against; the following extracts from which, and from a sup¬ 
plementary minute of the 2Srd of the same month, may 
not be out of place, as illustrating at onoo the condition 
of the country and his Lordship's policy and judgment. 
Speak.mg of the danger that would accrue to the Govern¬ 
ment if they ever sanctioned any revival of that course of 
extravagance and corruption, which he bad with so much difS- 
culty, but so effectually put down, he observed— 

It has been too much the custom in this government 
to make orders and regulations, and thence to suppose 
“ the business done. To what end and purpose are they 
made, if they be not promulgated and enforced ? No 
“ regulation can be carried into execution, no order obeyed, 
“ if you do not make rigorous examples of the disobedient. 

Upon this point I rest the welfare of the Company in 
“ Bengal. The servants are now brought to a proper sense 
of their duty. If you slacken the reins of government, 
affiiirs will soon revert to their former channel: .anarchy 
and cor,’•option will again prevail, and, elated with a now 
victory, be too headstrong for any future efforts of Go- 
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vernment. Recall to your memories the many attempts 
that have been made in the civil and military departaenta 
to overcome oar authority, and to set up a kind of inde¬ 
pendency against tl)e Court of Directors. Reflect also 
on the resolute measures wo have pursued, and their 
wholesome effects. Disobedience to legal power is the 
first step of sedition; and palliative measures efl'ect no 
cure. Every tender compliance, every condescension on 
your parts, will only encourage morb flagrant attacks, and 
will daily increase in strength, and be at last in vain resist¬ 
ed. Much of our time has been employed in correcting 
abuses. The important work has been prosecuted with 
zeal, diligence and disinterestedness ; and we"' have had 
the happiness to see our labours crowned with success. 
I leave tlie country in peace, I leave the civil and military 
departments under discipline and subordination: it is 
incumbent upon you to keep them so. You have power, 
you have abilities, you have integrity; let it not be said 
that you are defloienfc in resolution. I repeat that you 
must not fail to exact the most implicit obedienoo to your 
orders. Dismiss or suspend from service any man who 
shall dare to dispute your authority. If you deviate from 
the principles upon which you have hitherto acted, and 
upon which you are conscious you ought to proceed, or 
if you do not make a prosier use of that power with which 
you are invested, I shall hold myself acquitted, as I do now 
p»rotest against the consequences.*’ 

And again he remarks :— 

** The people of this country have little or no idea of a 
divided power; they imagine all authority is vested in 
one man. The Governor of Bengal should always be look¬ 
ed upon by them in this light, as far as is consistent with 
the honour of the Comniiue© and Council. In every 
vacant season, therefore, I think it expedient that he takes 
a tour up the country in the quality of a supervisor-gene* 
ral. Frauds and oppressions of every sort, being by this 
means laid open to his view, will in a great measure be 
prevented, and the natives preserve a just opinion of the 
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wiJ^rtanoe and dignity of our President* upon whose 
•* chai‘acter and conduct much of the prosperity of the Corn' 
pany's affairs in Bengal must ever depend."*' 

On the ^i9th of January, 1767, he embarked on the Ship 
Britiannia, accompanied by General Carnao and several 
other friends, and on the 17th of the following month, Mr. 
Verelst took the oaths as his successor. 

On his departure, the Select Committee, in a letter to the 
Court of Directors, observed with reference to that event 
** Wo should be wanting in the just praises of superior 
merit, and in gratitude for the essential services per- 
“ formed by Lord Clive, if we failed to acknowledge that, 
** to the prudence and vigour of his administration, you 
are chiefly to asoriba the present flourishing condition 
'' of your affairs. Firm and indefatigable in his pursuits, 
'' he joined, to the weight of personal character, a zeal for 
your service, and a knowledge of your interests, which 
*V could not but ensure success. 

‘^ It would be unnecessory to remind you of the deplorahia 
situation in which his Lordship and the Committee found 
this settlement. 

We beheld a Presidency divided, headstrong and licen- 
tious; a government without nerves, a treasury without 
** money, and a service without subordination, discipline, 
or public spirit. We may add that, amidst a general, 
stagnation of useful industry and of licensed commerce, 
individuals were accumulating immensje riches, which they 
had ravished from the insulted Prince and his helpless 
people, who groaned under the united pressure of dia- 
content, poverty and oppression. 

Such was the condition of this Presidency and of these 
provinces, at the time his Lordship and the Committee 
entered upon the arduous task of reformation. Your pra- 
sent situation need not be described. The liberal supplies 
to China, the state of yo?wir treasury, of your investments, 
of the service, and of the whole oountry, declare it to 
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be the strongest; contrast fo Avhat it was. And the most 
** pleasing assemblage of fortunate circumstances, and of 
** prosperous events, that occurred at any period/'^- 

The above forms the best surnraary of the conduct of this 
illustrious nobleman, to whom India owes so much, and to 
whom the Bengal Army may be said to be chiefly indebted; 
not only for its excellence bat for its very existence. 

In the middle of July, his Lordship reached England, 
wh-i^e ho was warmly received by all parties; in September 
, thelfCoiirt of Proprietors, in consideration of his important 
services, authorized the Court of Directors to grant to him 
and liis heirs a further enjoyrneut of the benefits of his 
Jagheer for a space of ten years, in addition to the ten 
years for which it had been previously guaranteed to him,, 
on bis surrendering it to the East India Company. 

A few years after, however, a numerous and hostile party^ 
headed by Mr Johnstone, his old opponent in Bengal, 
created a strong feeling against him, and exposed him to 
severe trials and annoyance, the details of which do not 
come within the scope of this work. In the present day, 
when the prejudices of party have passed away, his conduct 
will be better appreciated, especially by those acquainted 
■with India. That he had bis faults is not to be denied ; 
were it otherwise would be to suppose him more than human ; 
but of his faults the greater ponion were the result of cir¬ 
cumstances and peculiar to his situation and his time. When, 
however, we look to his whole career, advancing himself un¬ 
aided, save by hi.s own abilities and courage, from a subor¬ 
dinate station to bo the arbiter of princes and the founder 
and 2:)re3erver of a magnificent Empire, we cannot deny him 
the qualities of a mo.st able and gallant soldier, and of an 
eminent statesman; and after a careful review of his whole 
conduct, it is dltficult to decide in which capacity he was 
the most successful and distinguished. 

Many able and eminent men have succeeded him in this 
country, but in none were these united qualities so remark- 


• Verel.«;t—Aprctulix, p. 47. 







and in few were either one of them exhibit- 
an equal degree. He foimd Bengal a ruined Com- 
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mercittl Agency in 1756, ho left it ten years after a mag¬ 
nificent and powerful Empire, and this chiefly attributa-^ 
hlo to his own exertions, with very limited means, and in 
spite of serious opposition. 

As long as India remains an Empire, so long will the 
name of Clive be connected in all minds with its rise and 
prosperity, and whilst the Bengal Army continues ' is- 
tence, so long should his name be montioiied by its to rs, 
with reverence and affection, as its founder, suppoi nd 
best friend. 



As already stated, General Oarnac accompanied %im to 


England, and General Richard Smith succeeded to the com¬ 


mand of the Army and a seat in Council. Lieutenant 
Colonel Joseph Peach was promoted to the vacant Ooloneloy, 
and Major Hugh Grant t6 the Lieutenant-Colonelcy, as 
Major Giles Stibbert, whose tour of promotion it was, had 
applied for permission to retire from the service, which he 
did immediately aftor^Yard8. About the same time Major 
Pemble was re-transferred to his former Presidency at Bom¬ 
bay, with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, and Majors Eischer 
and Polier were brought on the effective strength of the 
establishment. 

With the departure of Lord Clive closes the first, and 
not the least eventful epoch in the History of the Bengal 
Army. 
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Thi 3 following extracts from Bruce’s /Vnuals of the East ludiu Com 
pariy, relative to the progress aiul obaro-cter of Sir William Norvis’ Em¬ 
bassy, may prove interesting, as illustrativo of the cn.stoms and ideas 
of state at that ueiiod :— j; 

, “ Sir William Norris set out on his journey towards the Moguls camp, 
on the Sfith January 1701, with a retinue of sixty Eiu’opouns, and 
three huudred Natives:^on the 8th February, be arrived at ‘ Kokoly/ 
sixty-six ooss from Surat: at this place bo wasinlbrmed by Sir Nicholas 
Waite, that Sir John Gayer and the Loudon Gompany’s servants had 
been seized ami imprisoned by the Governor of Surat, but at the i&amo 
time, that their Vakeel had gone to Court, to negotiate for them, with a 
credit of two lakhs of rupees. 

“ On the 14th of February the Ambassador readied * Bancoloe,’ and 
despatched a messenger to Sir Nicholas Waite, desiring to know by 
whose authonty Sir John Gayer and the Loudon Company’s servants 
liacl been seized, as necessary ioi’orination for him, to direct liis appli¬ 
cations to the Mogul. 

“On his journej, a mutiny took place among the l^ong attending him 
at a time and in situations, where the appearance of tlio armiet of 
the Hindoo Chiefs, in the vicinity of Ms small camp, and the Mogul 
troops keeping them in check, endangered his progress. It is re¬ 
markable, that, even in this oaidy period, the disoiplino of the small 
body, which formed the Ambassador s guard kept both in awe; not* 
were tVmso dangers lessened by the reports of Sir Nicholas Waite Irom 
Surat, that a demand had been made on him, by the Governor, to a 
K- ocurity against the pirates in the Southern Indian Seas ; that is, for 
obligations precisely tho same with those which 'the London Company's 
servants had been obliged to grantthis ho could evade, ordy by oObr- 
ing his security for any vessels which might bo takon by the London 
Company’s ships, as the Ambassador was on his way to Court, to ui . 
range all those points with the Emperor. 

“ Sir William Nonis, on tho I9tb February, jiroceeded on his journey 
as far as‘Gelgawm,’ near Aiirungabud, from which he expressed lii- 
feai-s to Sir Nicholas Waite, that should Sir .fohn Gayer and the London 
Company’s servants be ro'loased from conlinomoni, they would, in ro- 
vengo for tho injuiies they had sustained, probably blockado the port 
of Surat: an event which would excite the Mogul's anger, and con- 
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^^.jontJy frustrate objects of the Embar^sy ;—ho (licreforc recommeacb 
ed that a ebip should constautly bo stationed off tlie port, to prevent 
this measure boing resorted to, by tho London Oorapatiy. On the Sil st 
February, tho Ambassador roaohod ‘ Damondaveo,’ where bo received 
authoiir.y from Sir Nicholas Waite, to pay such sums as might bo 
necessary to obtain tho privileges, it being advisable to give any 
amount for tliem, before the arrival of Dr Davouant, who might couu' 
teraot tho whole of the negotiation ; and to induce tho Mogul to accede 
to liis requests, ho was empowered to olFer six thousand mauiula of leatb 
por annum, at six rnpoes per maund. 

On tho 3rd March, 1701, tho Ambassador roci,ched ‘ Branipore/ 
at wbicli it became expedient to pay a visit in form, to the Vizier, 
Gazodec Khan ;—a short time W'os spent in adjusting the cemnonials, 
the Ambassador requiring to bo admitted to a confovenco, preceeded by 
drums, ti'iimpeta, &c., which tlio Vizier refused as being iuconsisteut 
with KR,storn tisoges on such occaaions. This refusal tho xV^nbussador 
held to be derogatory to bis dignity, and loft Brarnpore, without having 
a coiiferonce with tho Vizier, and reached * Parnolhi' on th© 7th April, 
1701, near which the MoguPs ca?np w'as situated. 

“As soon as the Ambassador’s arrival was notified, cm order was 
issued, gi'nnting bim permission to encamp." 

“ In this early stage of the business be received in formation of 
the Acl of Parliament, oontinuing tho London Company a Corpo¬ 
ration, and (as might bo supposed) this event produced Ijesitatioii 
respecting tho basis upon which it had been agreed he was to open 
his negotiation, or tVie substitutiou of the English Company for tho 
London Company, after Michaelmas 1701. On consultation with 
the principal persons attcjiding tlie Embassy, it was agreed, that 
it would not bo lawfid for the Ambassador to represent to tho 
Alogul, that the liondon Company were to detei’minq in Soptem 
bor 1701, notwithstanding his previous assertion of this cirounistanco 
to the Govornors of the provinces, aucl to tho Mogul's Ministers: Ibis 
resolution occasioned dilhciiltics, respecting tho manner in which he was 
to open tho business to the Emperor; but it was impossible to retract, 
for already tbe time had been fixed for his audience, and th© ceromoniaLs 
of his procossion had been settled. 

“ Tho order of the Procossion, on tho 28th April, 1701, was as fol¬ 


lows 

Mr. Cristov, Commander of hio Excellency’s artillery, on horseback. 
Twelve carts, wherein were carried the twelve brass guns, for presents. 
Fivo hackeries, with tho cloth, &e., for presents. 

One hundred cohims and measures, carrying the glass-ware and 
looking-glasses, for presents. 

Two fine Arabian horses, richly caparisoned, for presents. 

Two ditto, witbotit caparisons, for presents. 
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English soldiers, on liorseback, gimrdiag tlio presenta. 

The Union Hag. 

The Keel, White, and Ulae Hags. 

Seven state horses, richly caparisoned, two with Ktiglisb. farniture, 
and five with Indian. 

Tho King’s and his Excellency’s Crests. 

One state palanquin, with English furniture, of silver tissue, brocaded. 

Two other Crests. 

The music, with rich liveries, on horseback. 

Mr. Basset, Lieutenant of his Excellency’s foot guards, on horseback. 

Ten servants, in rich liveries, on horseback, 

TliO King’s and my I.ord ’3 Arnis. 

One Kettle-Drum, in livei 7 , 011 boraesback. 

Three Trumpets, in liveries, on horseback. 

Captain Symons, Oommamler of his Excellency’s guards. 

’I’welve Troopers, 0 vory way armed and accoutred after the Engiinli 
mode. 

Mr. Beverley, Lieutenant of his Excolloucy’s horse ginmls. 

The King’s and my Lord’s Arms, richly gilt, and very largo; the first 
being borne by sixteen men. 

Mr. John iMill and Mr. Whitaker, on hoi’seback, in rich laced coats. 

Mr. Hale, Master of the Horse, viohly drest, cun-ying tho Sword of 
State, pointed up. 

His Excellency, in a rich palanquin,—Indian embroidered furniture. 

l'’our pages, two on each endo of his Excellency’s palanquin, richly 
drest. 

Edward Norris, Esq , Secretary to the Embassy, in a rich palanquin, 
carrying His Majesty’s letter to the Emporor ; on each side, Mr. Win¬ 
gate and Mr. Skettleworth, in rich laced coats, on horseback. 

Mr. llarlewyn, Treasurer, weaving a gold key ^ . n , n 

Mr, Adiel Mill, Secretary to his Excellency ) ^ 

“ The Aiubassador, on being received by the Emporor, requested that 
Pliirmauuds might be granted to each of the Piusidencies of Surat, Ma- 
siilipatam, and Hugbly, with an exemption from tho bonds gi'sen by the 
London Coin))any, for tho security of the seas. Tho Emperor’s orders 
wore issued for these grants, and in return for tlioso favors, the 
Ambassador paid another visit cf .state to the Mogul, and presented him 
with two hundred gold mohuvs. Tho Plimnaund for Bengal was more 
extensive than tho.ne for Surat or MasulipaUm, because’t granted a to¬ 
tal exemption from payment of duties, and pornnssioa to have a mint; 
hut the authority with which the Consuls, or Presidents, were to be 
vested, was the same at each Prosklencv.’’ 
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from the oorrcspoudoncb of the goiHkmoii at' 
tacliecl to the Emlwissy, [copied from Auber’s Rise and Progress of the 
Ih itish power ia JncliaJ will servo to illustrate the diBioulties attending 
the mission,—the course of diplomacy—and in some uieasure the maip 
jiers of tho period. 

Tho .1th, wc arrived at Barrapoohi, tliree ooss from the city, sondihg 
the Padro before to prepare our rece)»tIon, that, if posBiuie, vvoiniglit visit 
the King tlio first day, oven before we went to the house wdn'ch was got 
for us. Accordingly, the 7th in the morning wo made our entry with 
very good order, there being sent a tuiinsuhdar of 2,000 miinsub with 
about 200 horse and peons to meot us, bringing likewise two elephants 
and Hags. About tho inuldlo of the oily wo were met by Syud Sallalnit 
Caun Behauder, and were by him conducted to the paleicc, where we 
waited till about twelve o’clock, till tho King camc out, before which 
time w^e mot with Caundora }3chaiuler, who received us very civilly, as¬ 
suring 118 of his protection and good sen,dces. We prepared for our 
first present, vh, 100 gold inohiirs ; the tahlo-clocic sot with pn-ccious 
fitonef., tiio unicorn s horn; the gold sftrutoiro bought from Tondy Caun ; 
the large piece of ambergris; tho aflo, and chellumcho, Manilla work : and 
tho map of the world : these with tho l.Tonourahlo the Governor’s letter 
were presented, every one holding sometliing in his hand as usual. Gbu* 
sidoving the great pomp and state of tho kings of .Hindostan, wo wore 
very well received. On our arrival at our house, we wore entertained by 
Syud Sallabut Caun, sudicient both for us and our people ; in tho even¬ 
ing he visited us again, and stayed about two hours. The gi'eat .favour 
Caundora is in with the king, gives us hopes of success in tliis under¬ 
taking ; ho as^suros of his protection, and says tlie king has promised us 
' Very groat ftivonrs. ’ Wo have received orders, first, to visit Oainiclora as 
onr-ipetron, after winch wo shall be ordered to visit the grand Vizier, and 
otlmv Oinrahs. Wo would have avoided this if wo could, fearing to 
(lisohligo the Vizier; but finding it not feasible, rather than disoblige ono 
who lias been so serviceable, and by whoso means expect to obtain 
our desires, we comply with it.— Delhi or Sha Jehanabady July SlJi, 
1715.” 

“ Your Honour, &c. was before informed that three day's after our ar¬ 
rival at the city, tho king loft u; under a pretence of worshipping at a 
noted place, six coss from Delhi, but his real design was to got clear 
from th^ort, where be thought himself not so free to command, which 
ho mlghrijo by this joiimoy, as appeared after. Ho wont round the city, 
eight or ten days, and tho Omrahs petitioned him to return, it being 
Ail unseasonable time to go furthor; he refused to consent, some 
times saying be wmiild go to I.ahore, and sometimes to Ajmere. Wo 
were startled at this news, looking back on tliO risk and trouble 
of bringing tiio present hither, although at tlie King’s charge. 
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DW to remove it, or to pretend to enter on our negotiation without 
d^iveidng it,” we could not tell; buta fier due conijideratiou, wo corjolucled 
the best way was to deliver the prestviit as fast as passible, thon^ h the Kin*^ 
was abroad ; and accordingly we carried all the japim sevutoirey, 
Japan earthen and lacquered ware, itre-inms, and cutlery-ware, with 
us to the camp, and presented it. The second day, we delivered in a 
note for four hundred pieces of broad cloth, ordinary ; the third day, 
another, for three luindred pieces aurora, and sixty pieces ordinaiy yellow ; 
tho following day, the tine rods, supertine scalet, &c., after tins, we return¬ 
ed to the city to prepare what wjis behind, and brought *v\itli us to 
the camp five standing clocks, twelve looking-glassos, and the map lilted 
up, w'bich wero presented ; btit after liis Majesty s perusal, the clocks 
were ordered to.bo sent back to us, to bo taken care of till lie returned 
to the city ; this order hindered us from delivering anymore goods. 
Since the King gave out ho designed to proceed no farther than about forty 
coss from Delhi, to a noted i)lace for worship, from wlionoe he would im¬ 
mediately return, wo concluded that we ought to attend bis Majesty, 
leaving Mr. Stephenson and Mr*, Phillips to take care of tlie goocK re¬ 
maining in the city ; that we should give notice to tho several Omrahs 
we intend to present; and afterwards, under the favour of proceedings to 
commonco our negotiation withal, in case the King should exceed the 
designed journey, that Uieu Mr. Stephen.son miglit hire cairiagos, aail 
bring tho goods after us. Pursuant to this consultation, wo are now with 
his Majesty twenty coss from tho city; we are preparing our petitions to 
be delivered. God send they may meet with the desired success. 

We have, from time to time on the way, and since our arrival thoi'e, 
desired sufficient supplies of money to enable ns to go on with our 
business. It is impossible for us now to enlarge more on that head, but 
tijat it is certain, if wo are not supplied, we shall be in no ways able to 
effect any thing at this court; all that we can possibly do is to advise 
your Honour, &o, of our pressing necessities. Wo wore in hopes to 
supply our honourable masters with a largo sum from the private goods 
with us, but the King’s leaving thd city, no merchant is to be had for 
them, so hitherto that method has been impracticable .—Twenty costt 
from Delhi, 4:th Aug list t 17 lb 0 

“ We wrote you tho welcome news of the King’s recovery. As a clear 
demonstvation to the world he washed himself tho 23rd, and accordingly 
received the congratulations of the whole court. As a reward for Mr. 
Hamilton’s care and buocoss, the King was pleased (the 30thj to give 
him in public, vh,. a vest, a culgto set with precious stones, two diamond 
rings, an elephant, horse, and 5,000 rupees, besides ordering, at the same 
time, all his small instruments to bo made in gold, gold buttons for 
coat, waist-coat, and breeches, set with jew els ithe same day Coja Surbaud 
received an elephant and vestas a reward lor his attoudanoeon this occa¬ 
sion. Monsieur Mar was to have received arev.'arcl tho same day with Mr. 
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iltou: but considenng it was not for t!ie credit of our natiori to 
mvo any one joined witli biui, especially since lie had no hand in the 
bushiess, wo got bia reward deferred till throe days afterwards, wlion he 
had a vest, elephant, and 1,0J ) mpeos; a favour purely owiiing to liib 
Majesty’s generosity, and because ho was his servant. 

Wo have esteemed this a particular happiness, and hope it will 
prove omirioiH !.o the success of our alfaii’s, it being the only thing 
that detained us hithorto from delivering our gorieral petition; so 
pursuant to the orders wo roooived from Oaundora, the Xing’s recovery 
wa ’ suooeedod by the giving in the remainder of our present (reserve 
Sng a small part only till the ceremony of his marriage slrould be over), 
aud then delivered our petition to Caundora, by his means to bo 
introduced to bis Majesty. Syud Syllabut Caun, who has all along ma¬ 
naged om* aflaii's -inder Caundora, being at that instant and some timo 
before much indisposed, wo were obliged to carry it ourselves, with¬ 
out taking care to have his recommendation aiinexoci. Since the de¬ 
livery, Coja Surliaud has been frequently with Caundora, to remind 
him of introducing it to his Majesty, but has always bffCn informed 
no business can go forward till the solemnization of the King’s wed¬ 
ding is over, when he has promised a speedy despatch. AH ofldcea 
have been shut up for some days, and all basiuebs iu the kingdom 
must naturally subside to tiiia approaching ceromony; so that we 
cannot ropiuc at the delay.— Delhi, 7th Dec,, 1715.” 



0. VAGE (36. 

The following ia a translation of the Fimian obtained from the 
Einporor Furrookhsecr :— 

71ifi Epuperor Feroh^herea Phimiatindfor Bengal, Baha)\ and Orixa, 
A. ]>. 1717. A. fi. IV>9. 


To all Governors and their Assistants, Intelligencers, Jaggordars, 
Phoiisdai*3,'Collectors, Guardians of the Ways, Keojjers of the Pas¬ 
sages, and Zemeeiidui’s, that are at )>reaont, or liereafter may come, 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, at the port of Hughly, 
&o. poi*t3 in the provinces aforesaid; 

By these presents know ye, frcua tlie fivour of the Imperial Majesty, 
that, at this time of conquest, and iu this flourishing icigii, Mr. John 
Suniain and Goja Surhaud, gomashtahs (factors) of the Euglish Com 
pany, have humbly presented thcii* petition, sotting forth, That, according 
to Sultan Azzim Shal) Bahaudor aud las former Siinods, they are free of 
customs throughout the wlioio coj^querecl empire, the pv>rt of Surat ex¬ 
cepted; and that they d > annually pay into Iho treasury, at the port 
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a pisltcasli of 3,000 nipoea, in liou of custom^; they hope 
tiuit, aeeording to the tenor of tbrmor Siinodn, lliey may be favonroc! 
with a gracious Pfnmiaiind confirming them. Oommanokd ani> OR- 
DEKEO I’liat all tlioir meroantile effttirs. together with their gomasb- 
tttlis, have iVoe liberty, in all Sttbabshij>s, to pass and re-palse to and fro, 
oitliov by laud or water, in any port or district tlivouglioiit the several pro 
vinces abovesard. Aiul Know, they are custom free; and they hoyo 
full power to buy and soil at their will and pleasure; and that 
thm*e yearly be received into the treasury a pishoash,of 3,000 
nipees, as has been customary her€>tofore: that if in any place, 
or at any time, robberies are committed on their goods, thoy be 
assisted in the getting of them again, that llio robbers be 
brought to justice, and the goods be doliverod to tl)e proprietors of 
tliem. Tn whatsoever place they have a mind to settle a factory, fairly 
to buy and sell goods in, thoy have liberty; and be assisted. That on 
wljomsoever, merchants, weavers, they have any demands, on 
whatsoever account, let them be aided, and their debtors brought to a 
true and fair account, and be made to give their goinashtalis their 
right and just demands. That no persons be sulfored to injure and mo¬ 
lest their gomashtahs wfongfully and unjustly. And for customs on 
hired boats (mtearmh), &o. belonging to them, that they be not in any 
manner molested or obstructed. 

They further petition, That if the potty Diuius of Subabship demand 
sight of the original Suuode and Pervvanuas, under Die seals of tbo 
Duana and Subahs, the original bunods cannot possibly be produced in 
any place without a great deal of difficulty, thoy desire that a copy from 
under the seal of the Chief Cauzoe be sufficient sight of the original 
.Snnods not heiixg demanded, nor they forced to take Sunods and Perwan- 
nasimdor the Duanand Subah their seals. Thai the reutlngs of Cal¬ 
cutta, Chuttanutty, and Govindpore, in the Purgana of Amoirabaud, 
in Bengal, were formerly granted them, and bought by consent from 
tho Zuraoendars of them, and are now in the Company’s possession, for 
wldchthey yearly pay the sum of 1,195 ti A. That thirty-eight 
towns more, amounting to 8,121 71. 8 A, adjoining to the aforesaid 
towns, which thoy hope t])0 renting of inay be granted, and added to 
tho.'^e they are already In possession of ; that they will pay annually tlio 
sumo amount of them. Commanuko That the copy umior the seal of 
the Chief Caiizci* he regard* d ; that the old towns formerly bought by 
them remain in their hands as heretofore ; and that they have tlm rent¬ 
ing of the adjacont towns petitioned for, which tlioy are to buy from 
the respective owners of them ; and that the Dtian and Buhah give 
permission. 

They stdl petition, That from the voign of Avirongzebe, Madras coins 
were received into the Subahship’-s treasuries for under value, and arc 
still, notwithstanding they are full as valuable as Surat rupees are, where- 
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!y they ave groat losers; they hope the Imperial order may be given for 
them to bo received into the treasuries as Sunit rupees arc, iu case tlmy 
are as good. That any person, hoiiig servant to the Company, eloping 
from thorn, from whom debts and accounts are due, they desire Unit 
vYhosoovor so deserts bo delivered back to the Chief of tboir Factory. 
That tlicir gomashtahs and servants are molostod and troubled for 
phousdurry, (ahntib mumnna,) t^c. impositions which tlmy request they 
may be exempted from. CoMxMANDP.t) and oamsaiDi) That from the fifth 
year of this blessed reign, if Madras rupees are made the same good¬ 
ness as Surat siccas, tliore ho no discount on them. That wbosoovor of 
tl {0 Company's servants, being debtors, desert them; eeize them, an^i 
dolivcr them to the chief of their Factory. That th^y be not molested 
for pbiruiaushes and impositions. * 

They petition, That in Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, tlm Company have 
Factories : and that in other places they likewise design to settle Facto¬ 
ries : tfiGV accordingly desire, that in any place whore they have a mind 
to settle factories thoy may have forty begahs of ground given them 
for the same. Tiiat it often happens ships at sea moot with tempestm 
Ohs wind$. and are forced into ports, and arc somotiniea driven a.^horo 
and wrecked, the Governors of the ports injuriously seize on the cargoes 
of them, and in some places demand a. quarter part salvage. That in 
the island of Boinbay, belonging to the English, Ein opoan Viicciis aro 
current; they request tliat, according to the ciistom of Madras, they 
may at Bombay coin siccas. Oomhakded and ordetiep That, according 
to tlio custom of their Factories in other Subahships, execute; theso 
people having there Factories in several ports of the kingdom, and 
oomiueroe to the place of the royal resuleuco, and have obtained very 
favourable Piurmans custom free. Let there be particular care "taken 
that there be duly 8s.sistance giv^n theiri about goods and wrecks, on 
all qijcnsions. On the island of Bombay, lot there be the gloiious sti^mp 
upon the siccas coiixed there; passing them current, as all oilier sio\;as 
ar©, throughout the whole empire. To all these render punctual obedi¬ 
ence, observing and acting pursuant to the tenor of this gracioius l^hir- 
luan, and not contrary m any respect whatsoever : not demund j^carly 
now sunods. Itegard tliis particularly well. 

AVVitten the 2Tth of the moon MolniiTiini, in the fiith year of this 
glorious and ever happy India Eeeonh, Book No. 5ih3. 
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From Mr. Ilolwoirs intc^resting Narrative, the ibllowiug list of the 
suttlrers survivoris on tlie fatal evening of the 20 th of June 1750 , 
ie extracted. 

Lmx of the SAioiHEmsD in the Bu.ck4Iole exclusive of Sixty, 

nmo (cansisthiij of Dutch and English SerjeanUK OoYpWaUj SoUierSf 
Topazes, Militia, Whites, and Portugueze, whose nanm Tam unac- 
quainted ivith), making on the tvhoU, one hundred and timitydhree 
persons :— ^ 


^ E. Eyre, 

• Win. Baiilie, 


I Esq^. 


Mossiu Jenks*' 
o Bovoly 
..Law 

, Coalcs, Ejtjs. Mil. 
v'Valicourt 
Job 

Toriauo 


Of Council 

The Iteverend Jorras 
' Bellamy. 

GeMlmeii in the Service, 

Messrs. E. 


Pago 


Messrs N. Drake 


Messi’s. 


Clayton 

Buchanan 


S. Page 
Grub 
Street 
Ilarod 

P. Johnstone 
Ballard 

Mililary Captains, 

Mr, Withcrington, - 


Carso 
ICnaptou ‘ 
Gosling/ 
Bing 
Dod 

.DaTiymple.^ 


Messrs. 


Bishop 

Hays 

Blagg 

Paccatd • 
^ Scot 
Hastings 


'Lieutenants, 


Ensigns. 


Messrs.^. Shnson ‘ ' 
Bellamy. 


C. Wedderbum ' 
Dumbleton, Em. 


mf 


Serjeants. 


Seijeant Major......... Abraham 


Quartef'^Iaster Ser¬ 
jeant , 


Cartwiight 

Bloau 


I 


Seijeants of MUitia. 


Hunt 

Osbume 

/rumel], survived 
tliQ night, but 
died the next day. 


Sea Captains. 

Messrs. Caroy 
Stepliensou . 
Guy 
Porter 
W. Parker 


Caulker '■ 
Bendall 
Atkinson • 
Lceeb^ &C'j &c. 






• ( f: 


Li;5T 
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oj' those tv ho SiinvrvKb vi the Blaok-Hoi.e Prison. 


Mcwa. llolwfill 
Court 

Socvotary Cooke 
Lushington 
Burdet 
Ens. Walcott 
Mrs. Caroy 


Oapt. Mills 
Capt. Dickson 
Mr. Moran 

John Meadows, tmd 12 Military anti 
Militia Blacks and Whites, some of 
whom recovered when the door was 
Gponcd. ” 



E. PAGE 69 

The following is tho statement of Btfud Ooohnti Roosein the 

.Author of the Syur-ool Mootakhereei), as givrou in llaymond's transla¬ 
tion, regaining the seizure and restoration of several English Ladies 
at the capture of Calcutta.—After a very cursory allusion to tho 
ottack and surrender of Fort William, ho goes on to To all 

Appearanco it is in this aTair that some Bibies, amongst the women of 
the Englisb, fell into the hands of Mirza Emir Beg. This was a gentle¬ 
man attaclied to Mir Djaafer-qhan, one of the Generals of the Army. 
Tlie Mirza, with all the abstinonco and reserve that become a man of 
education and honor, kept thorn decently and untoadied, hut in secret; 
and at night ho informed his master of the whole matter, who gave 
him a Phovaliah, or swift boat, in which ho put the Bihies, and lot 
bis boat, drive as if by acculent with tho stream: being soon got post 
tho Army guards, he rowed with vigour, and in a little time arrived 
ti twelve COS909 bolow, where Mr. Drake’s ship lay at anchor. There ho 
delivered the Bibies ; and these ladies liaviug rendered aa honorable 
testimony to Emir Beg’s modest behaviour, mode such mi impression ofi 
theiv husbanda, that the latter, though nearly destitute thomselvei?, 
collected some joweis, to mako him a handsome present, in aokaowledg- 
nient of his generous condix6t: but it tvas refused by tho Mirza, who 
said to one of them : “ Gontlemon, what I have done was not for the 
sake of a present; for as you aio a chiof man in yotxr nation, and a man 
of distinction and sentiments, so J am a gontlomaii in my own uaiion, 
and a man of honour and humanity. I have done noth mg but what 
was required by a sonso of honour and what might entitle mo to your 
roiuembranco,” After saying this, bo got into his boat, and rawing all 
night, he rejoined his master before day break.” 
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The follo^ving copy of tho treaty made Ly the Nawaub Sooraj-oo'dow’ 
luh, with Adniirnl Watson and Colonel Clivo, k takon from Tvo&’ excel¬ 
lent Narrative : 


(iOD AND jns PEOPIIETS AEK WTT.NESSES» THAI T NEVER WII.L DEVfATE 

I'UOM THE XEftHS 01' IHE THBATY T HAVE NOW MADE W‘CTH 1:118; 

EN'GTHSH COMPANY, AND THAT 1 WILL ON ALE OCCASIONS SHEW THEM 

UY EAVOITR, RELYINQ ON VOUB FAITH TO 0H8EUVE INVIOLABJ.Y YOim 

PART OF TiJE TREATY. 

Articles iwceded frOj signed, and amUd, by ifh€ Nabob, Wt of 
February, XV57. 

I. Whatover lights and'privileges the king bath granted to the English 
Company in the Pkirmaunds ^ and irlushkalhoo1i:tms \ sont from Ddhi 
shall not he disputed, or taken from thorn, and the immimilies there¬ 
in montioned stated, good and bo acknowiedgod. Whutovov villages 
uro given hy the Phirmaunds to the Company, shall likowise be grantod, 
notwithstanding they have boon denied them by former Soohdlubars, but 
the Zan inclcors of those villages are not to be hurt or disiplacod without 
eauso. 

rdo Pbirmanud. 

II. All goods passing and ropassiiig through the country hy land or 
W'aior, in Ihmgal, Bahar, and Onxd with English DustucJfs, shall be 
( xeinpt from any tax, foe, or imposition from Choguedars, OmUvah$, 
Emiiulars J or any others, 

] agree to tins* * * § 

rt[. All the Company’s factories seked: by the Ar<r7ioX> shall be 
j'cturned. All the money, goods and elFects belonging to the Company, 
tlieir servants and tenants, and wliich have been seized and taken by the 
Nabob shaH be I'ostored. What has been plundered and pillaged J;y bis 
people shall be made good by tho payment of such a sum of money as 
his j ustice alialf think reaso n able. 

I agree to restore wfmtever has been seized and taken by my orders 
and accounted for in my Siacany§. 

IV. That we have permission to fortify Cedent fa iir such a manner 
as wo think proper without interruption, 

I consent to it. / 

V. That we shall have liberty to coin Siocas both of gold and silver, 

of Cf^ual weight and fineness to those of Afuxadabad, which sludl pass 
current in tho piovinco, and that there be no demand made for a dodiic- 
tioQ of Bfiita, ^ 


* r,.toiilA or papers sigiicU by the Mogul. 

t Papers signed by the Vizir* 

X Officers beloiigiug to the customs and revonucs, 

§ Goveruincnt books 
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cons&ni to the English Oonijpanys eoininy iJteir own Bullion 
Siccag. 

V.L That tho treaty shall he ratified hy signing, sealing, and swearingv 
iu the proeenee ot God and his .Prophets to abide by tlio articles 
therein contained, not only by tho Nabob, but hia principal officers 
and ministeis. 

I have sealed and signed the articles in the presence of Qod and his 
Propbots, 

Vn. That Admiral Charts Watson and Colonel Robert Clive on the 
part and behalf of the nation and of the Company, da agree 

to live in, a good understanding vrith the Nabob, to pi\t an end to tho 
troubles, and be in friendship with him, whilst these articles are obsorved 
and performed by the Nabob. 

I have signed and sealed the foregoing articles, upon these terms, that, 
if the Governor and Coa^ml will sign and seal them with the Compamfs 
seat, and will swear to the performance on their part, I then consent and 
agree to them." , 

Then followed tho Nabob's seal, and Meer Jaffier ancl 'Rayah DuUith, 
two of hi 3 general officers, also undersigned it. 

The Governor and ConneiVs agreement tdth the Nabob of Bengal. 

“ Wc the English 'East India Company, in the presence of Excellency 
the Nabob jSIunferood Mululc Serajah Dowlah, Soubalular of the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa,'hy the l.ands and seal of the Council, do 
ngi-ee and promise in tlie most solemn manner, that the business of the 
Company's factories, which are in the junsdiction of the Nabob, shall 
bo transa<*ted as formerly; that we will never do violence to any persons 
without cause; that wo will never oiler protection to any peryonshaving 
accounts with the government, to any of tho king's Fulnchdars or 
Zi mindars, to any niurtlierGi*s or robbors, nor will ever act contraiy to the 
tenor of tho ai ticles granted by t\\Q Nabob ; we wdll cany on our trade 
in the former channel, and never in any respect deviate from this 
agreement.'' 


a. Page 114. 

The following wore the terms of tho. capitulation for the surrender of 
Cliaudernagore on tho S3rd March, 1^57 :— 

Articles of Qipittdation proposed by ihe Director and Council for the 
French East India Gompanys Affairs at Ghaiidemagoro, to Vice- 
Admiral Watson ; with his answers, March 23d, 1767. 

Art. I- Tho lives of tho desortom shall be .saved. 

Axs- The deserters shall ho absolutely given up. 

If. All tlie officers of this garnson sliall be prisoners on their parolo 
of honor ; ancl shall have liberty to carry with them all their effects, 
and go where they please, on promising they will not serve against his 
Britannic Majesty during tho present war. 
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The Admiral acfrecs to this. 

j,... Tlio 3 oWiers of tho ganison shall bo prisoners of war, so long 
as the present war continues ; and when peace is made lietweon tlio King 
of Trance and the King of Enolmd, they shall k'sent to 
and till then be fcntertainocl at tho exponoe of the English Oonipariy. 

A. Tli$ Admiral lilcewue dgrees, with this diffeyence only, that instead 
of seruimg tho soldiers to Pondichervy, they shall he sent to Madras, or 
to England, as the Admiral shall hereafter think >projm ; and that such 
foreigners, loho are not of the and ohm votmtarihj to 

enter into the Englisli sorvice^ shall have liherty, 

IV. The Sepoys of the garrison shall not ho prisoners of wav : they 
shall have leave, on the contrary, to return to their own country on 
the coast. 

A. The Admiral agrees to this. 

V. Tho ollicors and men of the Company’s European ship St. Con¬ 
test, shall be sent to Pondieherry in the first English ship, which goes 
to the coast. 

A The officers and men of the European ship shall be upon the 
same footing as ihe soldiers, and be sent to Madras or ^o England 

soon as gmsihU, . , a 

VT. Tho Frenoh Jesuit fathers shall have liberty to exercise the fiaio^ 

tions of their religion in the house which has been assigned them since 
the demoiisliing of their chui-ch ; tho silver ornaments and every thing 
that belongs to the church, shall bo given them, and also their efre6ts. 

A. The Admiral cannot agree to any Europeans residing here ; hut 
the Fronch. do^ui\Mnay go to Pondicherry, tdih all the ornaments of 
their churchy or whereoer they please, 

VII All the inhabitants, of what nation or quality soever, os En- 
-rcpeccns, Mustees, Christians, BUehs, Gentils, Moon, and othel’s, shall 
be put in possession of their houses, and of all in gonerai as shall be 
found belonging to them, either in tho fort, or on their estates. 

A. This artkle to he left to the Admiral, who will do jtisUce, 

VIII. Tho factories, of Cassimhusar, Dacca, Patna, Jeuda, and of 
Ballasore, shall remain at tho command of the chiefs who direct them. 

A. To be settled between the Nabob and th& Admiral, 

IX. Tho directors, counsellors, and those employed under them, rdjall 
have leave to go where they please, with their cloaths and Imou. 

A. The admiral agrees to this. 

Tho Admiral expects an answer inj three o'dock this afternoon, and that 
the ISritish forces may take possession of tho fort hjfour. 

Tl :0 alwvomontionetl propositions! have l>een accepted of Ity Iho 
council; incousequenoo of which, wa huve delivered up tlio loitiosso 
Chandernagore to Aclmhal Watson," 

Ohandernagore, the2^rd of March, 

r. Kknadlt, LA-r’onTinin'M M* EouBXiKn, 

F, NiwtAB, A. CAiLLOrrr, Sugars. 
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II. 1 ’aok ll.'). 




IS^r--I* vGS glvo^ ^bo following afToc^Jng accoimt ol tlic doixtli of Mr. 
Spoke und of tbo snUerings of both iutlior and aon on the melancholy 
ocauaioii:— 

‘ The bohavionr of Captain Speke find hly son, a youth of 10 years of 
ago, was 80 truly great and exemplo.17 on this glorious but tnolaiicboly 
occasion, that I must beg leave to tlescrLbc it with sodjo ol its niosU 
intorosfciiig circumstances. 

* When Admiral JVatson bad tlio unhappiness to see both the fiitho.r 
and v.oxi fail in the same inst^mt, ho immediately wont up to them, and 
by tho most tender and pathetic expressions tried to alleviate their 
distress. The Captain, who liacl observed his son’s leg to bo Ixanging 
only by tho skin, said to tho Admiral, “ indeed, Sir, this was a cruel Bhot, 
to knock dowu both the father and the son 1” Mr. Watsons heart was too 
full to make tho least reply; he only ordered them hotl.’ to be imuiediatoly 
carried to tho surgeon. Tho Captain was first brought down to mo in 
the afcerhold, where a platfomi had been made; and then told mo how 
dangerously his poor Billy was wounded. Presently after, the hrave 
youth himself a]>poarod, hut had another narrow escape, the quarter¬ 
master, vvlio was bringing him down in his arms after his father, 
being killed by a cannon ball : his eyes o’erflowiug with tears, 
not for his own, but for his father’s fato, I laboured to assure him, 
that his father’s ‘wound was not dangerous, and this assertion was 
oonfinned by tho Captain himself. Ho seemed not to beliovo either of 
us, until he asked me upon my honory and I had reyeated to him my 
first assnranco in the most positive manner. Ho then immediately 
became Gohn; but on my atk'mpting to enquire into the condition of h’s 
wound, bo solicitously asked rao if I had dressed his father, for he 
could not think of my touching l)im, before his father's wotmd had been 
taken care of. 1 assured him, t))at tho Captain had been already proper 
ly attended to: “ llien (replied the generous youth, pointing to a follow'' 
sidforc i*,) Pi'cty, Sir, look to and dress this poor man, who is groanitifj so 
sadly beside rne r I told liim that ho already had been taken cure of, 
and begged of him with some importunity, that I now might luive 
liberty to exaniino his wound ; he submitted to it, and calmly obsorvecl, 

Sir, 7 ./tw you must amputate above ike joint /“ I replied, my dear, 
I must! Upon which, ho elapsed both his hands together, and lifting 
bis eyes in the most devout u,ud for vent mamitw towai'ds heaven, ho 
offered up tho foil oving short, but earnest petition: “ Good God, do 
thou enable me to bet are in my present eiremistanocs, worthy my Father*s 

son r -When lie had ended this ejaculatory prayer, he told me that 

ho was all subniissiou. I t!ien performed tiie operation above the joint of 
thekuoo; hut during the whole thne the irurepid youth never spake a 
word, or uttered a gi'oan that coi\ld he heard at a yard’s distance, 

‘ Tho reader may easily imay^ine, what, in this dreadful mtoiwal, the 
hravC; but unhappy Captain suflTcred, who lay just by his unfortunate 
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ixling son. But wbatover wero bi'3 feelings, wo discovered no otlier 
^^^•vossions of them, than what the silent, trickling tears (loclp)-ed; 
though the bore rocoUection of tlio scene, oven at this distant time, is 
too painful for me —Both the father and the son, the day after tbo action, 
were sent with the rest of the wounded back to Calcutta, The father was 
lodged at the bon .'30 of William Machett, Plsq., his brothov-iudaw; and 
the son was with me at the hospital. For the first eight or nine days, 
I gave the fatlier great comfort, by carrying him joyful tidings of 
lus hoy; and in the satno manner I gratified tho son in regard to 
tho father, But alas ! from that time, all tlio good symptoms which 
had uitiierto attended this unparailoled youth, began to disappear! 
Tho Captain easily guessed, by my silence and countenance, the 
'true state liis boy was in; nor did lio ever after ask me inoie than 
two questions concerning him ; so tender was tho subject to us both, 
and so iinwulling was his generous mind to add to my disti'css. The 
first was on the tenth day, iu these words, ‘ How h:ng my fneml, 
do you iUiik my BUhj may remain in a state of mioertamity P 
I replied, that If be lived to the lOth day from the operation, 
ihero would bo tho strongest l.'opes of his recovery.” On the 13th, 
liowever, he died; and on the 16th, the brave man looking mo 
stcdfastly in the face, said, ‘ Well, Ives, koto fares it with my hoy T I 
ooidd make him no reply and be immediately attributed my silonco 
to tbe real cause. Ho cried bitterly, squeezed mo by the bond, and. beg¬ 
ged mo to leave him for one half hour, when be wished to see me again : 
and assured me, that I should find him with a different countenance, 
from that he troubled me with at present. These were his obliging ex¬ 
pressions.—I punctually complied with his desire ; and when I returned 
to him. he appeared, as bo ever after did, perfectly calm and serene. 

« Tho clear youth had been delirious tho eveoiag preceding the day on 
which ho died ; and at two o’clock in the morning, in the utmost dis^ 
tress of mind, ho sent mo an incorrect note^ wiittca by liimself witli 
a pencil, of which tho following is an exact copy. ‘ If Mr. Ives will 
consider the disorder' a son must be in, when he is told he is dying, and is 
yet ui ikiiht vdietJier his father is not in as good a state of health. Jj 
j¥r, Ives iif woi toolusie to honour this oUU.^ which iiotUng Int the 
greatest uneasiness could draw from me. 2hs hoy tvaits an answer. 
Immediately on tho receipt of this note, I visited bin), and bo had still 
sense enough left to know who I was. Ho then began witli mo.—“ And 
is he dead Who my deai- ? my father, Sir. No my love ; nor is ho 
in any danger, I assure you ; ho is almost well. “ Thank God t—Thtn 
tvhy did they tell me so 9 I am now satisjied, and ready iu die"' At tliat 



• A Note in India is called n Chitl. 
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fjiG had a looked jaw, and was in gi^eat distress, but I understood 
every word he so inartioulately uttered ; lie begged my pardon, tor hav¬ 
ing (asl o ohligiugly and tanderiy expressed liimseli;) disturbed ino^at 
so early an hour, and before tho day was eudod surrendered up a valu- 
ab’io life. 

Tho following exquisite siiwiM- so finely illustrates tho beauty and 
untimely death of this incomparable young man, that I am persuaded 
every good-natured reader will excuse my^insorting it:— 

“ As a gay ilowor, with blooming beauties crown’d, 

“ Cut by the shear, lies languid on tho ground: 

“ Or some tall poppy, that o orcharg’d with rain 
** Bends the faint head, and sinks uf^on the plain ; 

“So fo-ir, so languishingly sweet ho lies, 

'* Ilia head declin'd, and drooping as ho dies. ^ 



Mr. Speko was buried in tlio old cemetery, and his tomb is one 
of tho few allowed to remain theio on tlio crootionv.pf St. John's 
Catliodral, wh'^ro it is still to bo seen. Captain Spoke recovered from his 
wound, and subsequently commanded tho JRvsolution ** in tlio 
action off BeXlmley where he greatly distinguished himself, capturing 
the “ FoTmUldbhy' a vessel of superior force. The “ Eeaolutmf was 
wrecked on a shoal tho night after the action, but all hands were saved. 

Captain Speke was soon afterwards appointed to the “ In 

command of which ho died at Lisboa in the 4t:3rd year of his ago, highly 
esteemed and respected throughput tho service. 


I. Pagis 131. 

The following is a translation of tho treaty made by M,fer Jafiler Khan 
with tho Select Comniittoo of tho Council, as given by Ormo. 

“ ’J’he treaty written iii Persian, and signed by Meor JaiJSer Khun 
is thirs translated 


‘ 1 BWBAii BY God, axd TUfi Prophet oe God, to ADiniii by xue terms 

01 ' TUI8 TREATY WHILST I HAVE LIFE.’ 

These words wore written by Mcor Jaffier in his own hand, and 
undersigned by him with bis name. The following were as usual in 
tho hand of a scribe :— 

‘ Treaty viade with Admiral Watso?f., Oolond Gll\>e, and the other 
CaunmUorSy Mr. DraJie and M)\ WaiU,-^ 


* Purpimais veluti oum fios auccisus amtro 

baiigueacit morieus; lassove papavera coUo 
Demisere capiU,pluvia cum fon^ gravajUur. 


Viao. e. 
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L—Whatever articles were o.greed to iu the time of peo.co^ 
:i tlie Nabob Surajah Dowlab, I agree to comply tvjtb.—IJ. The 
enemies of the English aro my cueiihes, whether ihey be liulians or 
Kuropoans.—IlL All the oirrets and factones belonging to the Froiich 
in the province of Bengal, the panidise of nations, and Bahar, and Orixa, 
shall remain iu the possession of the English, nor will I ever allow them 
any more to.settle in tlm throe Provinces.—IV. In consideration of ,tbo 
losses which the English Company have sustained by the capture ««Ab 
plunder of Calcutta by tbo Nabob, and tlie charges oooasioiied by the 
maintenance of the forces 1 will give them one croro of rnpeca.—V, For the 
etTectg plundered from the English inhabitants for Calcutta, T agree to give 
fifty lacks of rupees.—VI. For the effects plundered from the Genloos, 
Moors, and other inhabitants of Calcutta,.twenty lacks of rupees slmll be 
given.—VIL For tbo effects pluixdered from the Armenian inhabit.aUs 
of Calcutta, I will give tbo sum of seven lacks of rupees. The clistribu 
tion of tbo sums allotted to the English, Gen too, Moor, and other inha¬ 
bitants of Calcutta, shall be loft to Admiral Watson, Colonel Giire, Roger 
Drake, William Watts, James Kilpatnok, and Hiohard Beebor, Esquires, 
to be disposed of by them, to whom they think proper.—VITE Within 
the ditch, which surrounds the borclei*s of Calcutta, aroi troeto of land 
belonging to several Zemindars: besides thd.9e, I will grant to tho Eng¬ 
lish Company 000 yards without tho ditch.—IX. All the land lying 
south of Calcutta, as far as Culpeo, shall bo under the Zoiiiiudary of 
the English Company: and all the officers for these parts shall be under 
their jurisdiction. The revenues to bo paid by the Company in the same 
manner as other Zemindars.—K. Whenever I demand tho assistance 
of the English, I will be at the charge of the maintenance of their 
troops.—XT. 1 will not erect any new fortifications near the riv^r 
Ganges below Hughloy,—XII. As soon as I am ostablishod id the three 
Provinces, the aforesaid sums shall faithfully bo "paid.—Dated the 15ih 
of tho month of Ramamn, in the second year of the present reign.’* 

The treaty written and signed by the English, contained tbo souse 
of all these articles, but not expressed iu the same words; and it liko- 
wise had one more of the following tenor 
“ XiII. On condition Meor Jaffior Cawn Babadar solemriy ' 
and swears to fulfil the above articles, we the underwrittov. d >, f n* 
in the behalf of the Iloriourablo East India Company, doolaro on tlie lloiy 
KvangeUst?, and before God, that we will assist Meor Jaffier Cawa 
Bahadar with our whole utmost force, to obtain the Subahdarsbif) of 
the Province of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, and farther that we wii! as¬ 
sist him to the utmost against all bis enemies whatever, whensoever 
he calls upon ue for that purpose, pi\ividod that when he boromes the 
Nabob. li(3 fulfils the above articles.*’ 


6 ' 
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foll 6 ’,vilr 4 g 1^5 tlie statomeni moclo l)y the tniaslaior of the Belr 
Matftlvhoria, in a Lote, pp. 77o-4: of vol. 1, regarding the ullogecl plunder 
of 6 Kurors of Rupees fi'om Sooraj-oo-dowlali'e Troasuiy, aftov the battle 
of Pittssoy. 

‘‘ As ,we have bean oun 5 elvos, in the very next year, ihi tbo Company 
; fiorvipe, as J ^dnguiste to Colonel CUvo, in whoso camp we were, wo romoin 
hereto have lieard from tiio mouth of Mr. John Walsb, who was Com¬ 
missary in that army, that himself woiit into that treasury, with Mr. 
Watts, Mr r,UvShiTjgton, Ram-chund, the waiter or Divan, and Iiabekishun, 
tbe Mpoushy or Persian Secretary, ajicl found it to contain one bundrod 
and soventy-six lacs in silver, two and thirty lacs in gold, tWp chp^ta 
of gold ingots, four of jewels set, and two lesser ones of loose stones and 
gems : hut what is singular and yet true, this was only the outer trea¬ 
sury: and those renowned English, who look down with contempt on 
the intellects and abilities of the Bengalees, and yet are perpetually 
bubbled and duped by them, did not know any tiling of tho inner trotb 
sury, said to contain eight corors, and wliicli, pursuant to a custom wol! 
known in India, and which is ordinary even to private men, was kept in 
the Zenana, or womens apavtment^s. This inner treasury was made away 
with botvYoen Alir-djaafor, Emir-bOg-qhan, Rum-chund, and Labekishun, 
whose silence w as purchased by a share in the contents, or who, it was said, 
niado away with tlio Coloners share. This inucb is certain, that ten 
years after, Ranvehund, who in 1758 was only a writer at sixty rupees 
per month, died worth seventy -two lacs in cash and bills; four hundred 
large water-pots, eiglity of which wore of gold and the rest of silver: 
eighteen lacs in landed property, and twenty lues of jewels; in alia 
coror and a quarter. All this immense property, which then became 
notoriou!“, and vdiich Mr, Barwoll rated at only eighty lacs, could not 
Imvc been made itnder Vansittavt. whose .Divan be became; forVansit- 
tart himself, V ho had brought a lac of property into Bengal, and left 
it with no more than nine (a sutn which his very salary and commission 
ooukl have easily made up), was far from being worth one-tonth of the 
property of his Divan, although both that Governor and Ha.stings were 
ao nu'.cii cried down at that time for having sold Bengal to Mir-cassein- 
qbau tor twonty-two iaos: an assertion, proved to bo an atrocious ca¬ 
lumny, when VansiUart, after a four years' administration, set out for 
England with less than ten laos; and Hastings, bi.s associate, proved 
to be so poor, that having in val:: applied to bis Divan (Cirntoo) for ft 
^^pply of twelve thousand rupees, for present subsistouce in England, 
}jo was at last obliged to receive that assi^^tanco from Aga Bedross 
tCpja Potruco), biit without being able to repay it t<doner than trri 
voars after, when Hastings canie second to Madras. If then those two 
omnipotont rnou made no money by a four years’ administration, and 
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w)\ich put ov©i*y thing in their power, of course Itftni 
vntincl, who was only their eovvant, could malio hnt !itth» hiinsclt, U 
any at all: the coror o.ad <inarter then must have been the Colonel s 
share, which bo sunk in bis own pookct. This assertion will be much 
eorroboratea by tho incredible sum which Labckishun (in Colonel Clive s 
time, a man at sixty rupees per month, as well as Bani-cbund) is said to 
liavo expended o,t bis mother’s funeral (nine lacs), and by the immense 
fortune which Mennbbegum, the farorito contort of Mir-cljaafor-qhaiVs, i:-^ 
known to he possessed of to this day. This fortune, winch is computed 
by corovs, could not be made anywhere, but at that precise occasion : 


for her husband is known to have lived and died poor, distressiod, ami 
enormously indebced; so much so, that his troops more than onco em 
dangered his life for thoir pay, and at last conspired against him witij 
Mii-Cassora, his son-indaw.’' 


K Page: 

The following is a copy of the treaty made between the Salabut 

Jung and Colonel Forde ; extracted from Oambridge's in India, 

“ XaEATY WITH Salabatzino Souba, or FriE VrcFUOY OF THE Deokan. 

Beal of 
Salabatzino. 

“ Tho whole of tho Cifcar of Maasulipatam, with eiglit districts, as 
>vell as the Ciroar of Nizarnpatara, and the districts of CoclaTcr and War 
calmannar, shall be givoji to the English Company, as the Enam, (or 
free gift) and the Saneds granted to thorn in the same manner its was 
done to the French. 

“ Salabatzing will oblige the French Troops which are in this country, 
to pass iho river Ganges within fifteen days, or send themto Pondicherry, 
or to any other place out of Deckan country, bn the other side of tho 
river Kristna. Tu fiituro, he will not suffer them to have a settlement in 
tIds country on any account whatsoevor, nor keep them in hi-S sorvicc, 
nor assist them, nor call them to Ids assistance. 

“ The oouba will not demand or call Amuidenij to ai. account for what 
lie has collected out of tho Circars belonging to the French, nor for tlio 
computation of tho revenues of his own country, in the present year, 
but let him remain peaceably in it in future, and according to the com 
piitation of revenues of bis country, before the time of tfie Fionch, 
agreeable to the ciistora of bis grandfather «aud father, and as was then 
paid to the Circar. so he will now act and pay accordingly to the Circar, and 
if he (the Baja) does not agi*ee to it, then the Souba may do what Ihj 
plej.8es. In all cases the Souba will not assist the otiemios^of the Fiig- 
lish, nor give thorn protection. 





Tlio I<!ngli$h ou their part will not assi!^t the Bouba s onci?aies pv 
givo thorn protection. 

“Bated moon Remadan 16th, Hogira 1172, which is the ICHh of May. 
Jn the SoUbas »)«/i han(L 

** I swear by God and his Prophot, and upon the Jdoly Alcoran, that 
1 with ploftsnre ' agree to the reciuesU specified in this papeiv and shall 
not cio’Uite fi’ion it oven an hair s bioadth.” 


L. Paok 270. 

The following k tlie account of the battle of Bedarrab, os gUw bv 
he Butch East fndia Company, copiod from Voya/j^: to the 

limt Indiesy vol. ti^page /i76. 

“On the 2oth, when tlie troops and other btinds, which, on the 
22cl before, were gone on shore, were, in their projected march, come 
near Chandanngore. they were there met by tho EnglMi; who, ac¬ 
cording to their own account, to the number of 1170, were posted very 
advautageously, arid provided with a numerous aidilleiy. No sooner 
•wore those troops come wdthin cannon-shot, but they wore iired 6ii 
by the English: and though all the people were extremely fatigued by 
a very long march, which they v/ere* obliged to make for the space of 
tlu'Oe days; yet, with much bravery, they stood the lire of the Eng¬ 
lish; and, though unprovided of any artillery, marched up, with a full 
and steady pace, to the enemy: but meeting iu thoir way a br^)ad and 
deep ditoh which they wore constrained to pass, to avoid beiug destroyed 
by tho artillery of the English, the troops, in passing that ditch, Veil 
into some disorder : the English, taldug advantuge of this circam 
stance, redoubled the hre of their artillery and musquetry; and the 
disorder, already arisen, being thereby increasod, caused the slaughter of 
apart of those troops ; another part w'aa made prisonei’s; and the icst 
wore constrained to retire.” 

See ^ An authentie account of the proceedings of 'their High MtgTiti- 
msses the States of Holland and fVest-Prl^zlandy ou the complaint laid 
before them by his ExedUtmj Sir Joseph Yorhe^ hie Brltmmc Magestys 
ambassador at the Hague, concerning hostilities cornmiml in the river of 
Bengal 
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The following wwe the articles drawn up ftn(l agreed to, betwoen tJio 
Euglisl) and Dutch, and tho Nawaub and the Dutch, after the defeat 
of the latter at Bockrrah. Extracted from Voyage^ vol. 2, j)/?, 

377-8i:— 

“ ARTICLES OF AOCOMJTODATION, OONCLDDEO BETWEEN THE COMMIS¬ 
SIONERS FROM THE PRESIDENT ANU COUNCIL AT IfORT WILLIAM, .^ND 

THOSE FROM THE DIRECTOR AND OOHNCIL OF FORT GC3TAVU8. 

hi tJre name of the Bohj Trinityy Amen 
Be it knowQ to all and sundry, whom thei.^o preseuis shall or may concern. 

The honorable and respectable President and Council at Fort William, 
and the honourable and respectable Director and Council at Fort Guata- 
vus, in these pans, testifying an ardent dosiro of allaying all the contests 
arisen in Bengal, of obviating calamities so often oxporionced, putting 
an end to, ceasing, and removing out of tho way, all difference arisen, 
and re-establishing their several possessions in perfect qinot, have for 
that end nominated, empowered and deputed to Garctty, the placo ap^ 
pointed for conference, the following honourable gentlemen, viz.; 

The honourable and respectnble President and Council at Fort William, 
Mo.ssrs llichard Becher and John Cooke, Counsellors ; tho honourable 
and respectable Director and Council of Fort Gustaviis, Messrs John 
•Bachoracht and John Charles Kist, members of the polity and justiciary 
Council. 

Who, after having previously certified each other mutually of their full 
powers, and given in tlie same in due form, and also having deliberated 
ou the points, which tlieir principals had judged necessary to bo inserted 
therein, came at length, upon mature deliberation, to agree to a pacifi¬ 
cation, from which has arisen a full cessation of all hostilities, both by 
sea and land, to bo concluded under tho following conditions' 

Dem.vnds of the English, Answers ny the Dutch. 

1 . 

The Director and Council at The Director and Coimoil at Chin. 


Chiusura, shall give a sufficient 
satisfaction to the President and 
Council at Fort William, both on 
account of tho dishonor done to 
the English flag, and of divers of 
our ships being stopt at the month 
ot tho river, hy the comniandors 
of the Dutch ships, contrary to 
all the treaties and alliances sub- 
sistiug between the two nations; 


8 ura testify, that as tliey have 
always entertained pacific senti¬ 
ments, in order to suppress tlio 
contests arisen which have inter- 
ruptod the good harmony that 
subsisted between the two nations; 
and produced, and are still capa¬ 
ble of producing in them a most 
sincere regret : and that all that 
was done in the mouth of the river, 
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also of many otlior hostilities 
committed by their ships. 



n. 

The Director ami Council at 
Chiusuru, shall make good all the 
dam?igo done by their ship-mastevs, 
whetlier with or without their or- 
clei-s, both to the Honourablo Com¬ 
pany, and to private persons, and 
shall instantly doliver up all our 
ships, rrilitary stores, and efthets. 

Done at Cai'ctty, tho 1st of Oe- 
ceiuber, 1759, 

Signed, 

Richard Becheh 
und fioHN CooKt;, 


Demands of the Dutch, 

I, 

That tlie English, as being at 
peace with the Nabob, shall pre¬ 
vail with him either to return 
back., or at lonst to keep cpiiet in 
his camp, without giving us any 
molestation: and to accept the 
articles of our agreement, so fur as 
they regard him, both for the pre¬ 
sent and the future. 


IJ. 

A reciprocal amnesty of all that 
has happened din ing the late oon* 
tesl;^; moreoi i‘r a full assurance 


with rogravd to the English flag 
and disljonor put upon it, was 
dune without their order and to 
their great mortification, by tbo 
ships crews, just upon their ar¬ 
rival, and by iriistaking their or¬ 
ders ; with this represtmtation 
they hope the Governor ami Coun¬ 
cil will bo pleased to rest fully 
satisfied. 

M. 

As the Dutch ships have also 
suffered groat loss and considerable 
damage, it seems bard to insist bn 
an irademnifioatioii ; but what 
is still in being shall bo freely re¬ 
turned: wo request the Oovomor 
and Council to take lit into thoir 
just consideration/ and in case 
thoir honcts cliuse not to depart 
therefrom, wo shall endeavour to 
make satisfaction. 

Done at Garotty the .1st of 
Decemboi% 1759, 

Signed. 

John BAOHEEACirr .. 

and J, C. Kist, 

Answers of the English. 

I. 

Wo have already employed all 
our interest with the Nazim, and 
shar coutinue endeavouring to per¬ 
suade him to march back his army, 
as soon as the Dutch government 
shall have fulfilled bis orders. Tho 
articles agreed on between, tho 
English and Dutch, must not be 
conibiinded with the treaty which 
the government of Huglily is to 
conclude with the Nazim, 

n. 

Approved, in so far as it is not 
inconsistent with the treaty wo 
have entered into witli the Nu/.im 
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iendsliin, good faith, and har- 
i^ny, shiiU he {<ept up hy tho re? 
peotive superiors of both nations, 
wnthont permittiag any mta of hos¬ 
tility, under what pretext soever, to 
he committed. 

That both shall mutually exort 
themselves tomaintaiu a good har¬ 
mony, and as far as possible, lend 
a helping haxul to promoto what¬ 
ever shall tend to tho prospi^ity of 
e8.ch other, without directly or in- 
dii’ectly countononcing tfiose, who- 
may seem inclined to do any detri¬ 
ment to tho one or tho other. 

III. 

As the dispute hath boon carried 
on, neither by virtue of any decla¬ 
ration of war, nor of any particular 
commission, our troops and seamen 
cannot bo considered as pnsouors 
of war, subject to a capitulation ; so 
^that they must be set at liberty, 
and suffered to march out \Vith all 
the honors of war. 


IV. 

That we he loft in the IVoo, peace¬ 
able, and unditoinished possession 
of our settlements, commerce, pri¬ 
vileges, and prerogatives. 


of tho covintvju and so long as tho 
Friendsh i p be tween on v two So vo- 
rcigns hoidii’^ good in Europe, 


nr. 

The.Diitch oHieersand troops are 
not considered by us as our prison ers 
of war, but solely os those of the 
Na^.itu; and oonsequentiy wo are 
clear to set them at liberty, as soon 
as tho 'Dutch shall have concluded 
their treaty with the Nazim, except¬ 
ing, however, those w'bo are will¬ 
ing to enter into our porvice, or 
claim tho protection of our flag. 

IV, 

Wo have in no manner disturbed 
the gentlemen of tho Dutcli Com 
pany in their rights and privileges, 
nor ever had the intention of doing 
it. 


V. 

That all the ships, vessels, ser¬ 
vants, possessions, settlements, ter¬ 
ritories, houses, &c.,appertaining as 
well to the Honourable Company os 
to particular persons and w'batever 
is coimected therewith, be declared 
free, and given up in the presence 
^f reciprocal commissioners, ap¬ 
pointed for that purpose. 


V. 

All the ships and vessels which 
are in our possession, shall bo res¬ 
tored as soon as our demands shall 
bo complied with: or that wo ob¬ 
tain security from the Director and 
Council at Hughly. that they shall 
bo complied with. 
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OPvANTKI), 


§L 


YiL . 

W« cannotapprelioiKl ilie necessity 
of this article. ' 

Done at Qnj’etty,;th0 third day of 
December, 1759. ' 

Richaro BEOHKia 

and dpHN Cocke. 


A’ 1 

That as soon as possible, tla^ra- 
tidcatioas be, upon the approbatioa 
of the respective Directors, ok- 
chaaged on both skies. 

' ‘ VII. 

And lastly, the t\''o nations mu-; 
t'anlly giuirautce the foregoing ar-* 
rides. 

Douoat Garotty tho first day of 
Doceai her, 1759. 

JoHJi BAOHERACaX 

and J. C. Kist. 

ENDORSED on the Back. 

Unanimously determined, That the use of the French language, in 
some copies of this agreement, and its future use in thoT exocutiou of 
these presents, shall not be a, preoedent, which the principah;, and res- 
poctive masters of the contracting parties, shdl ho obliged to follow ; 
hut that in future it shall bo optional to^ tho principals pf the two i 
parties, to grant and receive such treaties in' a language different from 
the French, 

This treaty, and the appendix, are of the sdne forco and ohligatictfi, 
as if the same regulation wui-e complied with tlieroin ; «and the separate " 
articles, which may be added thereto, shall ,in like manner have the same 
force, as if they .were insorted in the treaty. 

In witness whereof, we the undersigning deputies of the Konorablo 
and respectable President and Council at Fort William, and of the hopor- 
ahlc and respectable Director and Council at Fort Gustavus, members’of 
their respective iissomhlies, have signed tblb' a}^pejidix or cudor&emont, 
and ratified it yvith our seals. 

Thus done in our place of conforenoe, at Gnretty, the third'day,rpi' 
Dooomhor 1759. 


Signed 


(L, C.) JouN Baoheraciit. 
(L. G.) IvicriARD BKcriEK. 


(E. C.) F. 0. Kist. 
(L, C.) John CqoKK, 


RATIFICATION. 

We ,tliO undersigning by tho.so presents accept tho aforegoing lu’- 
riclea of maturd ngrocment, negocinted and det'crmiTied, in order to 
a general pacification, hcfvveoa the HCttlenients and servants of our 
vespcctivc ma.scers and principals, by our deputies appointed for that 
purpose, viz.: on the ovto side, Messrs John Go^ke and Richard Becber, 
Gouusollors at Fort William: and on tho other side. Messrs John 
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achtaud John Charles Kist, members of the polity and jiisticiaiy 
, at Fort Gustav us ; approving, oonfirming, and ratityingtho same 
ill the name, aucl with the approbation, ofonv aforesaid masters and prin¬ 
cipals m .Europe, promising, that we shall, as soon as may be, faitbfiilly 
put in executiou tho rooiprocal restitution, agreed on in the aforesaid arti¬ 
cles, in order to jnit an end to all the contests and misunderstandings 
w hich have arisen to this present date ; and moreover, make the contents 
of these presents, as far as is needful, known, by a solemn publication to 
our dependents, that the same may, in all the principal points, be re¬ 
ligiously observed, avoiding every thing which, in process of time, might 
intovrupt the friendship and peaceable neighbourhood, now so happily 
vo*C9tablishod between our respective possessions, ‘ • 

In token of which, we have subscribed these prosants, and ratihed 
them with the seals of the two Honorable East Endia Companies, 
established here. 


Given nt Hughly, the t3th of Pe- 
cember 1759.—Underneath tho 
Seal of the Piitoh Company, in 
red wax. 

Signed, 

A, Bisdow, 

G. L. YB.BNEX, 

R. H. Ahmenaui.t, 
i^E IsiNCK, 

J. I*. SoHEVlKHAVKN, 

S. i)E Hooa, and 
G. W. Vaik. 


Given at Calcutta, tho 6th of Do 
cember 1759.--Underneath tho 
jums of tho English Company, 
in red wax. 

Signed, 

Robert Otuve, 

C. Manning HAM, 

J. V, Fa>NKXAND, 

TnOMA.S B ODD AM, 

J. Y. B. SuMMKH, and 
J. Y. M Q. WiEiiB. 


COl'Y OF THE DUTCH rHoro.SALS MADE TO THE CHUTA-NABOB. WITH KIS 
ANSWKUS, KAtlFIKD THE 5TH OF DECEMKEn 1:50. 

Article I. That the purchases Answer. The purcliasca and sales 
and sales of the Dutch Company of the Dutch Company shalTbe car- 
be again mado in tho samo mariner ried on according to custom ; ex- 
a.s in former times. copting the saltpetro of Azirnabad, 

which shall bo purchased by the 
means of Raja Ramnarain Baliudar, 
nor shall any quo molc.st them. 

Art. TI. That nobody cause any Ans. Nobody sliall obstnv‘t the 
obstruction in tho provision of provision of cloth,Y^c. according to 
cloth, die., at tho Aurungs, on ae- the custom of tho Aurungs, nor u.se 
count of the Dutch Company. any violence. 

Art. Ill, That the goods . and Ans. Tho mi rohandize of the 
treasui'fl of tho Dutch Company be Dutch Company shall pass and rc- 
allowed to pass and repass with pass, by land or water; free from, 

d 
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Dutoh Dustuck ; that nobody 
obstruct thorn ; nor aj^y longer 
demand illioit customs. 

Art IV. That payment be made 
by the officers of tho mint of Mur- 
sheclabftd of the balance duo to the 
Company. 


§L 


itny unpreoedetited impositions; 
nor shall any one demand illicit 
customs. 

Ans. The officer of the mint 
of Murslicdabad shall bo mode to 
pay whatever balance is justly and 
truly due. 


A rticUs agreed upon hy the Dutch Cornjyany with the Nabobi and ratified 
under the hands and seals qf the Dutch. Director and Council, and the 
seal of the Company, 

L Wo wrll immediately send away tho Europeans and Biiggosos, whom 
M’e brought hither on hoard of our ships; and discharge all the Euro¬ 
peans, Telingas, musketeers, and foot soldiers, lately taken here into 
our pay, 

ir. We will ruiver bring any troops into tliis country of Bengal, or 
carry on wr - therein, or make any preparation for that purpose. 

llf. We will keep no moi-e than 125 European soldiers in the factories 
of Bengal, Putna, or Bailasore, 

IV. We will peaceably contiriite to carry oh out commerce in the'sarae 
manner as formerly ; and in caBe, which God forbid, any obstrucdoni 
or dis)nite should fall in its way. cause the Soubah to he aeejuainted 
therewith; and solicit from him the necessary redress io regard 
thereto. 

Given the Mth year of tho month Rabbio Ussane, of tho year 1172 ; 

or tho 5th of December, 1750. 

Signed A. Bisdom; G. L. Veiinej; R. H. Armenault ; M Isinck; 

J. L. V. SoHEvrKHAVES*; JoKN Baoueracht; S. De Hooo ; Jt. 0. 

Ki6T, aud 0, W. Valk.” 


N. PAGE 310. 

The following was tho treaty formed in Calcutta in September 1760, 
between tho Governor and Select Committee and Meer Mahommud 
Kos.sim Alice Khdn, as given in the 1st Vol. of Vansittarts Narrative 
Vol. l.pp. 100-1. 

“ Copy OF THE TrEATV CONOLDDRD between Mr. VANSa'T.^BT, the 
Gentlemen of the Sklbot Committee, an;) the Nabob Meeb 
Mahomeb Co^siM Allek Cawn. 

“ PiRBT, Tho Nabob Mccr Mahomed Jaffier Cawn shall continue in 
the possession of his dignities, and all affairs be transacted in his name 
and a suitable income sViall be allowed for his expences. * 

“ Second, The Ncabut of the Soubadari'ce cf Bengal. Adraabad, and 






APPEH0IX N. 


”^1 

b, on 


';|^aA, Ac.; shall bo confon*ed by his Excellency tho Nabob, 
bomed Coseim Cawn.. Ho shall be vested with the administration 
of all the atFairs oi‘ tlie provinces, and after bis Excellency he shall 
succeed to the govoi’tiincnt, 

’• TatKD, Betwixt us and Moer Mahomed Cossim Cawn, a linn friend¬ 
ship and union is established. His onotnies are our euomies, and liia 
friends are our friends. 

“ Fourth, The Europeans and seopoys of the English army shall bo 
ready to assist the Nabob Moer Mahomed Cossim Cawn in the manage- 
nienf o? all ailuirs, and in all affairs doponclont on him, they shall exert 
themselves to the utmost of their abilities. 

‘ Fifth. For all charges of the Company, and of the said army, and 
provisions for tlio field, &o., the lands ,of Bard wan, Midnapoor, and 
Chittagong, iball be assigned, and fiuunuda for that purpose shall bo 
written and granted. The Company is to stand to all losses, and r*e- 
coivo all the profits of these three countries ; and we will demand no 
more than the throe assignments aforesaid. 

“ Sixth, One half of the Chnimm. produced at Silhet for three yours 
shall ho purchased by the Gomastah'^ of the Company, from the poopto, 
of the government, at tho customary rate of that place The tonauts 
and inhabitants of that place shall receive no injury. 

“ SKVBMxa, The balance of the former tuncaws sl.all be paid according 
to the Kibthundee agreed upon with the Hoyroyau. The jewels, which 
have been pledged, slmll he received back again. 

“ Eighth, We will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to settle in the 
lauds of the EngliSl) Ooiipany. Neilh»?r shall tho tenants of the Coai» 
pany be allowed to settle in the lands of tho Sircar. 

“ Njnth, Wo will give no protection to the dependants of the Sircar 
in the lands or fiujtories of tlie Company, neither shall any protection 
be given to tlu> dependants of the Company, in tlie lands of the Sircar • 
and v/hoever shall tly to either party for refuge shall be given up. 

T’he measures for war or peace with the Shahi«ada,aud raising 
BUpplies of money, and the coiiclutling both these points, ^sball be 
w'oighed in tho scale of reason, and whatever is judged expedient shall 
be put in execution ; and it shall he so contrived by our joint counsels 
that he be removed tVoui this country, nor suffered to get any footing la 
it Whether there be peace with the Shahzada or not, our agreement 
with Meer Mahomed Coesim Cawn, we will, by the grace of God, in¬ 
violably observe, a$ long as the English Company's factories continue 
in the country. 

Dated the S7th of Sepiomber, 1760, 
in the year of the Hegira, 117A.'’ 




Tlic,/ollovvvTig is the narrative oF the ^urroiuler, of Monsieur Law, 
((ivru by the Native Historian of tho period, Syud Goolam Hooseia Khan, 
i n the Sier MiUakherin, vol. 2, pp. i644h 


. •'MoosIniV Lass lincling hirnself abimcloned and alone, reaolvacl not 
10 turn bis back: ho bestvoclo one of his guns, and vennuiiod (im in 
that poatai’D, waiting for the moment of his clealh. This being reported 
to Mojor OaiTiao, iio detached hi]nself from his men, with Captain Knox 
and somo other oiEcors, and be a,dvanccd to the man on the gun without 
taking with liim either a guard, or any Talingaa at all. Being arrived 
near, his troop alighted from their horsos, and pulling Ihoir caps;from 
their heads, tlioy sv/opt the air with them as if to make him a saUm: 
and the saliito being returned by Mooshur Lass :in tho same manner, 
«OiViO parley ensued in thoir own language. The Major, after paying 
high enoi.iniums to Mooshnr Lass for hi^ pevsoveranco, opnduct, and 
bravery, added these words : * You have done every thing that couhl bo 
expected from a brave man ; and your name shall he undoubtedly trails- 
niirted to posterity by tho pen of history; now loosen your sword from 
^ ; yonr loins, come amongst us and abandon all thoughts of contending 
with the English/ The other aaswerecl, * That if they could acoopt of 
his suvrendoring himself just as be weis, be had no objections; bjit that 
as to siivrcndenng himself with tlie disgrace of being without his sword, 
it wa.s a shame he could m.vor submit to; and that they might take his 
life if they were not satisfied with that cbndition/ The English com¬ 
manders, admiring his firm ness, consented to his surrendering himself 
ill the manner lie wished; after which, the Major with liis cfheers shook 
hands with him, in their European manner, and every seBtimeht of 
enmity was instantly dismissed on both sides. At the same time the 
commander sent for his own pallcy^ made him sit in it, and ho was sent 
to camp. Moosbnr Lass, unwilling to see or to be men, in that con ¬ 
dition, shut up the curtains of the palky for fear of being recognised by 
any of his friends at camp ; but yot some of bis ucqiiaintanco heaving, 
of his being arrived, wont to him ; these were Mir-abdollah and Mus^ 
Icpha cooli qhan. Tho Major, who had excused him from appealing in 
public, informed them that they would not see him for some days, as ho 
was too much vexed, to receive any company. Ahmed-qbamcoreishi, 
wlio was an impertinent talker, having come to look at 1dm, thought to 
pay his com! to tho English by joking on tho man’s defeat: a behaviour 
that has nothing strange, if we consider the times in which we live and 
tiio company ho was accustomed to frequent; and it was in that notion 
of his. doubtless, that w ilh much pertness of voice and air he asked 
bum this question : And Bihy Lass, where is she ? The Major and the 
officers present, shocked at tho impropriety of tiie question, reprimand¬ 
ed him with a severe look and very severe expressions; ‘ This man/ they 
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;)as fought bravoly and deserves the attoniiou of all brave mon7 
fmperthiencies which you have been olferiiig him may be ciietooiary 
amongst your friends and your natidn, but carmot besudered in our’s 
who Ims it for a standing rule noYOi* to oiler an irgary fco a vanriuished 
foe/ Ahmed-f[hfm, checked by this reprimand, held his tongue, and 
did not answer a word. He tarried about oipj hour more in his visit 
and then went away nmoh ashamed; and although he wns a commander 
of importance, and one td whorn much honour had been always paid, 
no one did speak to him any more, or made a show of standing up at 
his departure. This reprimand did much hon our to the English ; and 
it must be acknowledged, to the honoiii of those strangers, that a? their 
conduct in i-!f(rar and in battle is worthy of admiration, so, on the other 
hand, nothing is more modest arid move becoming than their behaviour 
to an enemy, whether in the heat of action, or in tlio piido of sticcoss 
and victory: these people seem to act entirely according to the rules 
observed by our awoient commanders, and ouv men of genius/* 







A aeneral Hetum of the HonorabU Compaufs Tfoops on ihi Bengal EetabliiTment, aUi January, 1762 . 


BATTA-UONS. 
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A Gencvj^l Retunt of the Honorable Company's Troops on the Bengal EsiablMinent, \4i7i. Fehnary, 1763. 
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i General Eeturn of the Honorahle Ccfinpamjs Troopi on the Benjal Eatabliahincnt, February/ lith, 1763.— eontiniced. 
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jy. B. —Tv. o OfBcers belonging to the Fren*^ Corupany, who bear no 1 Cftptalu 
Rank iu the Service, not included in tJie above Eetura. ) Lieutenant 
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2 Bombardiers 
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. General Return of the Honorahh Oomj^anfs 'Troops on the Benged Establishment February 14f7i, 1763.— continued. 
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(Signed) 


JOm? CARNAC, 
Malor. 
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Heturn of the Hon'ble Company's Troopstj u/uier the Command of Capiain Peter Carsiairs at Patna^ Wih Apr'f l7dZ,-^onuut/ed. 
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(Signed) PETER CARSTAIRS, 

Coptn* in Cie Company’s In/untry. 


Al'PBSJmX B. PAGB 800 . xxxvii 
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rcetiKfntf convluded the Oooernoi*' 

and Vounml of J^ort William, on the part of the EnijUeli East Indki 
Company; and the Nabob Shujaa-ool-mooUi flmam^o-Dowla Meer 
Mahomed Javier Cuwn Beliader Mohahnt Jung, 


ON THE I‘ART OV THE COMPANY. 


We ongago to reinstate the Nabob Meer Mahometl JaffiGr Cawii 
lichader, in the Suhahaavree of the proTinces of Bengal, Behar and 
Orissa, by the (leposal ot‘ Moer Mahomed Coe$im Cawu; and the ellectSt 
tveasuro, jev/els, &o., belonging to Meer Mahomed Cossim Oawn, which 
ehall fall into our hands, ehall be delivered up to the Nabob afore¬ 
named, 

ON THK PAKT OF THE NABOB. ‘ 

rirst ,—Tlie treaty which I formerly conoludod with tho Company* 
upon my accession to the Nizamiit, engaging to regard the honor and 
reputation of tho Company, their Governor and Council as my own, 
granting perwaunahs for the currency of tbo Company’s trade,,the same 
treaty I now coniirm and ratify. 

Secondlyt—I do grant and conArm to the Company, for defraying tho 
ONpouces of their troops, tho chuclilas of Bnrdwan, ]Midnapoor an^-i 
Chittagong, which wore before coded for the same purpose. 

Thirdly ,—T do ratify and conArm to tlie English, tho privilege grant¬ 
ed them by their AnnrAin, and several liusbul-hookiims, of carrying on 
their trade hy means of their own dustucks, free from al! duties, taxes 
and impositions, in all parts of the country, excepting the article of 
salt, on wduoh a duty of two and a half per cent, is to bo levied on the 
Bowana or Uooghly market price. 

Fourthlyy —I give to tho Company half tho salt-petro, which is j»ro- 
ducod in tlio coiuUtv of Poornoa, which their gomastahs shall send to- 
Calcutta ; tho other half shall bo collected by my fougodar, for the use 
of my oifioes; and I will suffer no other person to make purchases of 
this article in that counlry. 

FiOhly ,—In thr) chucla of Silhet for tho space of Ave years, com¬ 
mencing wath tho Bengal year 1170, my fougedar, and the Company a 
gomastab, shall jointly prepare Cbunam, of which each shall defray 
hiilf the exponoes; and half the Chunam so made, shall bo given to 
tho Cor.,ipauy, and the other half shall bo for my use. 

Sixthly ,—I w'ill maintain twelve thousand horse, and twelve thou¬ 
sand foot in the three protincos; and if there should he occasion for 
more, tho nmnber shall bo increased proportionahly to the emergency. 
Besides tbeso, tho force of tho .English Coutpany shall always attend me 
when they nre wanted. 

Seventhly ,—Wherever I sliall fix my court, either at Moorshodabad or 
elsowhoro, I will advise tho Governor and Council; and whatever n\im- 
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^ of English forces 1 may have occasion lor, in the managomontoV 
ly affairs, I will demand them, and they shall he allowed me; and an 
English goutleraan shall reside with me, to transact all affairs between 
xac and the Company ; >md a person shall also reside on my part at 
Calcutcn, to negotiate with the Governor and CounDi), 

EightUji,—Tlxo lata perwanua issued by Cossiin Alloe Cawn, granting 
to all merchants tho exemption of all duties, for the space of two years, 
shnll he reversed end called in, and tho duties coUocted as before. 

Ninthly ,—t will cause tho rupees, coined in Calcutta, to pass in every 
respect cgiml to the siceas of Moorsliodabad, without any deduction of 
batta : and whosoever shall demand batta shall be punished. 

rc«<A/y,~T will give thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the expouces 
and loss accruing to tho Company, from tho war and stoppage of their 
investment, and 1, will roimbtirso to all private persons tho amount of 
such lo.sees, proved before the Governor and Council, as they may sns- 
tain in their trade in tho countiy ; if 1 should not be able to discharge 
^is in ready money, 1 will give assignments of land for the amount. 

Eleventhly,—I will conBrni and renew the treaty which I Ibnuorly 
raade with the Dutch. 

Twelfthly,—1( the French como info tho country, I will not allow 
them to erect any fortiacations, maintain forces, or hold lauds, zemin- 
dnrrces, &c. but they shall pay tribute, and carry on their trade aa in 
fomior times. 


Thirteenthly.—Borne rogulatio.ns shall be heroaftor settled between us, 
for deciding all disputes which may ariso between tho English agents 
and gomastahs in the different parts of tho country, and my ofHoers. 

fn testimony whereof, wo the siiiJ Governor and Ooiinci' have set our 
hands, and a{li.xed tho seal of the Company to ono part hereof ; and tho 
Nabob afere-named, hath set his hand and seal to another part hereof; 
which wore mutually done, and interchanged at Fort William, tho lOtli 
day oF July, 1764. , 


(Signed) ilE;sRY Vansixtaut, 
Joiiff Caunac, 
WitLiATvr Billers, 
John CARTiiiR, 
Warren ilASTCNas, 
Randolph Marriott, 
ITuoii Watts.” 


Vnnands on the part of ths Nabob Macr Mahomed Ja/}ior C\mn, 
to the Governor and Council, at the time of signwg the Treaty, 

First, I formerly ac(j[uaiiitcd the Company with the pflrtic\ilui*s of 
my own affaire, aud received from thorn repeated letters of oncourage- 
iTiODl with presents. I now make this request, that you will write a 
proper manner to the Company, and also to tho King of England, the 
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culars of oiu* fi’ioiuls)tip wid uniou; and procure for me writin 
^ncouriigoiiient, that my mind may he asaurod from that quartci\ 
that no breach may ever happen hetwoou me and Uio Englisli ; arid 
that Ot 0 i 7 Oovornor and Couusoller, and Chief* who are hero, or may 
horoaftor come, ntay bo well dispobod and attaciiod to mo. 

.S’owtd///,—Since all tho English genllomen, assured of my tVioudly 
disposition to the Company, confirm me iu tho Nizamut; I roiiueet, 
that to whatever I may at any time write, they will giv^ their credit and 
asBout, nor regard tho stories of designing men to my projudico, tliat all 
my affairs may go on with succoss, and no occasion may aviso for jea¬ 


lousy or ilbwill between us. ^ ^ 

rAird?//,—Let no protcotion bo given, by any » of the English gen tie- 
mon, to any of my dependents, who may fly for shelter to Calcutta, or 
other of your dietidcts ; but lot them bo delivered up.to mb on demand. 
J shall stiictly enjoin all my fougodai-s and aumils on all accounts, to 
aSTovd assistance and countonauco to such of tlie gomastahs of tho Com¬ 
pany, as attend to tho lawful trade of their factories ; and if any of the 
said gomastaba shall act otherwiso, lot them bo ohookod in such a man¬ 
ner, aa may be an example to others. 

rourthly,—Fvom the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hooghly, and 
ri\(inv of the perganahs bordering upon each otlicr, it happens, that on 
comphiiiita being made, people go against tho uialookdars, reiats, and 
tenants of my towns, to the prejudice of tho business of tho sircar; 
whoi'oforo, let strict ordci-s be given, that no poons be sent from Calcutta 
on tho complaint of any one, upon my taalodkdars or tenants ; hut on 
such occasions, lot application be made to me, or tho Naib of tho fouge- 
dame of Hooghly, that tiio country may be subject to no loss or devas¬ 
tation. And if any of the merchants and traders wliich belonged to 
tho buxlmndor and azimgungo, and have settled in Calcutta, should bo 
desirous of returning to llooghly, and carrying on thoir business there 
as formerly, lot no one molest them. Chandernagvwo, and the i reuch 
factory, was presented to mo by Colonol Clive, and given by nvo in charge 
to Amcor Hog Cawii. For this reason, let strict orders bo given, thaFno 
l^higlish gonllemon exorcise any authority tborein, but that it romuin as 
fonuerly, under tin jurisdiction of my people. 

Fifthly, I may demand any forces, from tho Governor and 
Council for tny assistanco, lot them bo immediately scut to mo, ami no 
domand made on mo for thoir oxpcuces. 

The demands of tho Nabob Sbujaa-ool Moolk, Hissam-o Dowla. Moei 
Mahomed JalBor Own Bc hader, Mob ah at Jung, written in five articles. 
AVo the President and Council of tho English Company do ngrce> and 
set our liandi to, in Fort William, tho U)th of July, ; 
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following is the Exti-act from Dr. B’ullarton's Lottor to the Board 
givou in Vansittart’s Narrative, Vol. 3, ^jage :~ 

“ Mr. Ellis, with the rest of the gentlemon, wore inhumanly butcher- 
od by Sliiniroo,* who came that evening to the place with two oompanios, 
(bo bad the day before sent for all the knives and forks from tho gentle¬ 
men,) he surroiinJod the house with his people, nnd went into a little 
outer scpiaro, and sent for Messrs. Ellis, Hay and Lushington, and with 
them came si.v other gentlemen, who were all terribly maugled and out 
to pieces, and their bodies thrown into a well in the square, and it iiilod 
up; then tlie soopoys ijerwsent into the largo square, and bred on tho 
gontloinen there, and rushing upon them, cut them into pieces in the 
rnost inhuman manner, and they were thrown into another large well, 
which was likewise (illed up. ’ 

The rth, the Nabob sent for me, and told mo to get myself in madi- 
ness to go to Cidcutta, for that though lie had been uiiluoky in tho wai- 
(which be asserted with great warmth, had not been of his seeking, nor 
ha( he been the aggressor, reproaching the English with want of fidelity, 
and oreaoh of treaty) yet he said, he had still hopes of an accommoda¬ 
tion ; he asked me what J thought of it. I told him, I made no doubt of 

vr ■!*!“ people, who wore pre.sent, mentioned tlio affaii- 

of Mit Aniyatfs death : he declared, that he had never given any ordera 
for lalhng Mr. Amyatt; hut after receiving advice of Mr. Ellis's havin<» 
attacked Paina, he hotl ordered all his servants to take aud imprison afl 
the English la the provinces, wherever they could find them; he like¬ 
wise ^ded, that if a treaty was not sot a foot, ho would bring tlio Kim? 
the Moruttus, and Abdallas against us, and so ruin our trade, &e. Ha 
had finished his letters, and ordered boats, and a guard to conduct mo ; 
when, upon the advice of some of his people, he stopped mo, and said 
there waa no ocewion for mo to go. A fter Ms sending for me at firse, l,d 
oideieo the sepoys, in whose charge I was, to go to their quortei-s. two 
moguls and twelve hnwan-as to attend me, but to lot mo go about tl.o 
city where r pleased. I then applied for liberty to stay at the Dutch 

interns; TnT iT ^ Cawii,forhi8 

inteicst in behalf of the gentlemen in the Cbelston, who were seven 

m number, aud were not killed till the llth of October; but when he 

was peutioued about them, he gave no answer ; but still sent orders to 
wboTnte’, IbrahimCawu, 

mint »r ?t a I 

prMent when Ibrahim Cawn petitioned for them, 
dlmnid'''’ of October, on the approach of our army, Cossim AUco 
fl T ‘ confusion, and march^i as far as 

wl i r ‘ ^oot^ordoftlie city. Tho hircarras that 

about me, I gave Uiem some money. 


Sombre or Snmroo, a Frciiebimm in Meer Cassim’.i service. 

f 
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ho 25 tli, after giving money ton jemmadar, that had tbe gnard to 
tho wetttward of tho Dutch factory, by the riverside, I set out in n smail 
p ilv/ar, and got safe to the boats, under command of Captain Weddor- 
Lima, that vvevo lying opposite to the city, on tlie other side of tho river, 
and at 11 o’clock that night arrived at tljo army, under the command of 
Major Adams, lying at Jonsy.” 


Tho following is the account of this massacre as given by the Author 
of the Seir*ool-Mootakheroeii:— 

“A few days after that, on hearing that the English had possessed 
themselves of tho fortress of Mongbyr by treason, his temper, soured 
by misfortunes and perfidies, broke all bounds: Incensed beyond 
measure at so unexpected a reveme, and mistrusting the future Bttll rnor© 
than the past, he gave ordom to Soinro, the Europoan, to put to death 
till the prisoners of tlint nation; and that man, of a flint-like hoai% 
without any regard to tho ties which bound him to those unfortunates, 
who were of tho same Christian religion with him, accepted tho com¬ 
mission without horror, and without reluctanco. That stony man 
iopairod to the house, then called Hadji-ahmed’s, where those illTated 
people were confined, (and which having become the burying-ground of 
the English since that day, has had its name altered accordingly); and 
without the least hesitation, or the least remorse, he ordered all those 
iiiu rniod men to bo killed with mu^kot-balls. It is reported, that in 
such a moment of disti-oes and porturbation, those unfortunate men, 
without losing courage, niai-ched up to their inurdorors, and, with empty 
bottles, and stones, and brickbats, fought them to tlie last man, until 
they were all killed. It appears, that two or three days before tliis 
event, they had contrived, by tho moans of their seiwauts, to procure 
abroad a number of muskets ecpial to their numbei’f^witU ammunition 
sufficient for their purpose. But they did not come to hand: for, had 
they succeeded in this attempt, they were I'csolved to mako their escape 
by main force ; and if not, to kill so many men in their own defence, aa 
should avenge their death, and do honour to their memory. Of all tho 
prisoners, not a man remained alive, save Doctor E\illarton, who, .by 
assisting professionally most of the grandees of the court, had endeared 
himself to thorn: ho oven bad Mir-cassem himseif for an acq;uaintanco 
and h'iond.” 


The circumstances of the escape of the four Serjeants are thus 
uaii'atod by Captain Williams :— 

“ When Cossim Ally had determined upon tho destruction of the 
prisoners, he sent ordera to Purnea for these men to bo put to death. 
'The Nabob, who happened to he a humane, good man, and being high¬ 
ly pleased with tho conduct of the sorjeanls whilst with him, declined 
putting the orders in execution. Ho, howovei-; wrote to Cossim Ally, 
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ating that he would recall his mandate, because he feared, if lie^ 
still determined upon it, it would be a difficult matter (as tlio men 
were beloved by all hie people) to find one Uiat would imclcrtako the 
task. Cossim Ally, on the receipt of the letter, flow Into a violent rage, 
and directed another order to bo sent to the Nabob, in which he, told 
him, that if he had not spirit himself to put his comirland in foroo 
against those faithless and treacherous Englishmen, to send them im¬ 
mediately to Patna, wliero ample justice shovdd ho done, for the crimes 
they had committed. 

“ On this letter being delivered to the Nabob, ho sent for tho set- 
jeants, and with tear in his eyes informed them of tho severe order be 
had received, and of tho stops he had taken to preserve their lives; that 
lie must now send them to Patna, where lie hoped by tho time they 
got there, tho rage of Cossim Ally might be cooled, and that they might 
probably escape death. They were accordingly embarked on a Pat¬ 
tella boat, in charge of a jemadar and twelve burkendasses, and dropped 
down a small stream called the old, or little Coosy, which falls into the 
Cringes a little below Bissunpore Oola, and nearly opposite to Sickra 
Gully. Here tho soijeants had determined to have a chanco for thoir 
lives. As soon as the boat bad reached tho Ganges, and hoisted sails 
for J^atna, it being the Iieight of tho rains, two of them went up on tho 
chopper, or roof, and saw tho jemadar and three or four of his men 
asleep, with thoir faces ooverecL This they thought a. favourable oppor¬ 
tunity. They gently seized two of their swords which were near them, 
drew them from the scabbards, and having at the same time secured tho 
matchlock's, one of them ran up to the Manjoo (Kelmsmaii), seized him 
by the axtn, and threw him overboard: they tlien gave a hurra, which 
was the signal for the two below, who, in the meantime, were not idle. 
Tho noise wakod^tlioso upon deck, who seeing tho serjoants with drawn, 
swords, fell upon their kuoos, and begged their lives, which were granted 
provided no further resistance w'as made. The jemadar instantly called 
to his men below to surrender, which they did ; so tliat tho sorjeants 
were in possession of the boat in less than ten minutes from their first going 
upon deck. The Manjee having caught hold of tho rudder, entreated 
to‘ ho taken on board, and promised that he would conduct them (lo\yn 
dho river. His request was complied with, and the moment he was 
placed in his former situation, the soils were hauled down, the hoot put 
about, ai^d the crew taking to tho oars, tho gallant fellows had the good 
fortune, by sunset, to meet the British army under Major Adams, then- 
advanced to Udda Nulla.'’ 















































































































































































































































eral Return of tJie Honorable Company’s Troops on the Bengal Establishment, Fort Willmm, March Ifii, 1704 .— continued. 
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(Signed) GILBEHT IRONSIDE, 

Town Major of Fort Witiiwn. 


(Signed) HENRY VANSITTART. 
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V, Page 445. 


TiiG followiajj is Major Cnniac’s official report to the Ooimcll of the 
Action fought oa tho Unl May, 1764 , in the lines before Patna :— 
GKNTtEMfiN,—The united forces of the enemy, who were exceeding 
numorouB, and had with them a considerable number of cannon, pre¬ 
sented themselves before us oarly yesterday, in order of battle ; and 
after cannonading some time at a d.lstaiico, began a littk before noon a 
very vigorous and w-arni attack. Sombre, with the choice of the in- 
faijtry, supported by a largo body of cavalry, mado an attack upon our 
front: hut not boiug abio to advance upon so heavy a fire a5< wo gave 
them, tliey lay under cover, waiting for tho success of tt^e. assault upon 
our rear where the enemy exerted their principal efforts : it was sun^sefc 
before we had completely repulsed them : our people wore so extremely 
fatigued with tho labour of tho day, and having been up^mostpart of tho 
procoding night in expectatioD of tho attack, that they woro not able to 
pursue, and the enemy took the opportunity of the dusk to carry off 
their cannon : I had enough to do to look to every quarter, a§ I was 
obliged to divide my attention botweon tho city, the KaboVs oamp, 
and our own post. All tho principal officers discinginshed themselves in 
.their respective stations; and I cannot say too inuch^ of the good belia- 
vionr'of the army in general, and in particular of tho Lapoya, who sus¬ 
tained the front ol tbo attack. Tlio enemy must bavo mot with an ira- 
numso loss, as our iiro was very close, and extremely well di.sUil>uted. 

I have not yot been able to get an exact account of 6iu*s, in Europeans 
it is inconsiderable : Captain Nollikens and Lieutenant Qartlincr ore 
the only officers wounded, but both dangerously ; the former has ro- 
oeived such a w-ound as, it is thought, will occasion tlie loss of a leg ; 
and tho latter hashad both his legs broke. 

I wait with impationoo to know what effect this success will have upon 
tho designs of tho enemy. 


' am, with groat rospoct, 

Gontlemen, ( 

Your most obedient HilmMa servant, 
John Caiinac. 


Camp, near Patna, the Mh JMay, 1764 . 
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A General Itetarn of the Forces on the Bengal Establishment, 6(h February 17C5. 
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At the Presidencj? 
At the Camp .... 


A General Heixtnt of the Forces on the Bengal EsialHishment, &ih Fefjraary 17 € 5 .~^ continued. 
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A General jRetum of ihc Forces Oft the Bengal Establishment, 6^/* Fehruurg 
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Officers in the Catalry. 

CapUin Muir, 

Lieutenants .Knot, 

„ Hessnuin, 

*, DangerfieU, 

„ Martin ,&adL 

Comet Frrc;e, 
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(Signed) JOHN MARGROM, 

Fori Adjutant, 
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Treaty between Nabob Shujah ul-Dowla, the Nabob NitdJnrH-ul JDowlUj and the 


English Company, executed at llkhaiad, August Wfi, 11%, 

(Sealed and approved by the King.; 

V^hereas the Bight Honourable Bobert Lord Clive, Baron Clive of Biassey, 
Kmght Companion of the Most Monoiirable Order of Bath, Mujor^General 
and Commander of the Forces, president of the Council, and Oovernov of Fort 
William, and of all the settleinouts belonging to the United Company of Mer¬ 
chants of England trading to the East Indica, in the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, 
and Orixa ; and John Carnac, Esq., Brigadier General, Colonel in the service 
of the said Company, and Comrannding Ultlcer of their Forces upon the Bengal 
establishment; are invested with full and ample powers on the behalf of His 
Excellency the Nabob Nudjmn-ul-Dowla, Subabdar of Bengal, Cobar, and Orixa, 
and likewise on behalf of the United Company of Aferchants of Englund trading 
to th. East Tndios, to negociale, settle, onrl 6nally to conolnrlo a ium and lasting 
peace with Ilis ITighness, the Nabob Shujah ul Oowla, Vi/ier of ihc Empire: be 
it known to all those to whom it shall, or may in any manner, belong, that tljo 
above named plenipotentiaries have agreed upon the following articles with His 
Highness, 

1. A perpetual and universal peace, sincere friendship, and firm union, shall be 
established between His Highness Shnjah-ul DoWla and his heirs on tlie one part, 
and His Excellency Nudjum-uUDowla and the English East India Compiiny on tho 
other; so that tlio said contracting powers shall give the greatest attention to main 
loin between themselves, their dominions, and their subjects, this reciprocal friend- 
Bhip, without permitting on either side any kind of hostilities to be committed from 
henceforth, for any cause, or under any pretence whatsoever; and every thing shall 
be carefully avoided which might hereafter prejudice the union now happily estab- 
iished. 

2. In cose fhe dominions of His Highness Shujah-nl Bowla shall at any time 
hereafter be attacked, His Excellency Nudjum-ul-Dowla and the English Company 
shall assist him with a part or the wltole of their Forces, according to the exigency 
of his affairs, and so far as insy be consistent with their own security ; and if fhe 
dominions of His Excellency Nudjum-ul-Dowla, or the English Cojupany, shall 
be attacked, His Highness shall in like manner assist them with a part or 
the whole of his Forces : In the case of the English Company’s Forces being 
employed in His Highness's service, the extraordiuary expence of the same is to 
ba defrayed by him. 

8. His Highness solemnly engages never to entertain or receive Cossim Ally 
Khan, the late Subabdar of Bengal, 6cc., Sombroo the assassin of tlie ErgHah, 
nor any of the European deserters, within his dominions, nor to give tho lea^t 
countenance, support, or protection to them; be likewise solemnly engu<re8 to 
deliver up to the English, whatever Europeans may iu future desert from them 
into his country. 

4. The King Shah Aahun shall remain in full possession of Korab, and such 
part of the province of Illuhabad as he now possesses, which are ceded to His 
M^esiy as a royal demonse, for the support of his dignity and expences. 

ft. His Highness Slnyah-ul-Dowla engages in the most solemn manner to con¬ 
tinue Bulwautsing in the Zemindareea of BenAres, Ghnzopore, and all those 
districts he possessed at the time he came over to the late Nabob, Jaffier Aliy 
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and the liuglish, ou coiicUtion of ius pnying tli(» fiaino revoiuie fts bcrc^ 

0. In considemtion of the great expeiico incurred by the English Company in 
currying on tl*u 1 ito war, Ills Higlineas agrees to pay tliein (fifty;/ 00 lacks of rupees, 
ill tlie following manner, via,-—(twelve) in lacks in money, and n deposit in 
jewels to the amount of (eight) 8 lacks, upon the signing of tin's treaty; (five) 
5 lucks by monthly payments, so as Uiat the whole may bo discharged in (thirteen) 
18 monUis from the date hereof. 

7. Tt being firmly restdved to restore to His Higlmoss the country of Benfires 
and the other districts now rented by llnlwaotHing, notwithstanding the grant of 
the same from the King lo the English Company; it is therefore agreed that 
they shttU bo eeded to His Highness in manner following; viz., they sliall 
roniaiii in tlm hands of the English Company, with thoir revenues, till the ex¬ 
piration of the agreement between Bulwantsing and the Company, being on the 
27tb November next; after which His Highness shall enter into possession ; the 
Fort of Chunar excepted, which is not to be evacuated until the Oih article of this 
treaty be fully complied with. 

8. His Highness shall allow the English Company to can’y on a trade, duty 
free, throughout the whole of his dominions. 

0. All the relations and aubjeots of fli« Highness, who in any manner assisted 
the English during the course of the late war, shall bo forgiven, and no w'ays 
inolesfi'd lor the same. ^ 

10. As soon as this treaty is executed, the English Forces sbal) be ■withdrawn from 
the dominions of His Highness, except such ns may be necessary for tlie garrison 
of Chunar, or for the defence and protection of the King in the city of Illaliabad, 
if His Majesty sliould require a force for that purpose. 

11. His Highness Uie NabobSlu\|tth-ul Dowla, His Excellency the Nabob Nud- 
jum Vil-Howla, and the English Company, promise to observe sincerely and strictly 
all the articles contained and settled in the present tr'/uty j and Ihcy will not siifi'cr 
the same to be infringed, directly or indirectly, by their respective subjecls ; and 
the said contracting X)owers generally and reciprocally guarantee to each oUiei all 
the stipulations of the present treaty. 

Signed, scaled, and solemnly swovii to, according to their respective faiths, by 
die contrai^tiug parties at Illubabad, this 16th day of August, in tlie year of 
our Lord 1705, in the presence of ns. 


Edmund Maskelyne, 

Archibald Swiuton, 

George Vansittort. 

Eovi William, September 80 Uj, 1765. 

(A true Copy.) 

Alex. Campbell, S. S. C. 


Olive (L. 8.) 

John Carnuc (L. S.) 
Shujoh-ul-Dowlah’s Seal (L. S.) 

and ratification. 

MirzttOossim KLuio, 
llajah Sceiabroy, 

Meer Mussbala.*’ 


y. Pack 53]. 

Jrilde^ o/ Aynemut bitfeeeu ike Ktny Shah AaUun and th-' (Jompnmjr felatinti 
lo the tribnle to be paid to him from the rauriues of Deuffah Bahnr, fiiui 
Orixa, doted Augmt 19/hf 1705. 

The Nabob Km^utn-ul DowlaU agrees to pay to his Majesty out of tin? 
rcv'mtes of Bengal, Bahar. aud Orixa, the sunt of Q6 Iocs of rupees a year, 
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deductiou for Butta on bills of excliangc, by regular monthly pay- 
:5^ni^nts, aiuoiiritiug to rupees 210,060-10-0 per amiuni, the first payment to com¬ 
mence from the 1st September of the present year ; uml the Knglish Company, in 
consirleration of liis Majesty’s having been {(racioualy pleased to grant them the 
Dewannee of Bengal, &c., tloeng^vge themselves to be security for the regular pay- 
luetit of the same. It shall be paid month by monlJj from the factory of Patna 
to Rajah Shitabroy, or whomsoever his Miyesty may think proper to nominate, 
that it may be forwarded by him to the court; but in case the territories of the 
aforesaid Nabob should be invaded by any foreign enemy, a deduction ia then to 
be made out of the stipulated revouaes, proportionable to the damage; that jnay 
boanstained. 

In consideration of Nudjiif Khan^s having joined the English forces, and acted 
ia his Majesty’s service in the late war, his Majesty will be graciously pleas-nl to 
allow him the sum of two lacs of rupees a year, to be paid by equal monthly pay¬ 
ments-, the first payment to commence from the Ist of September of the present 
year; and in default thereof the English Company, who are guaranteeft for the 
aamc, will make it good out of the revenue allotted to his Majesty from the territo¬ 
ries of Bengal. If the territories of Bengal should at any time be invaded, ond 
on that account a deduction be made out of the royal revenue, in such case a pro¬ 
portionable deductiou shall also be made out of Nudjuf Klian’s allowance. 

(.4 true Copy,) 

AnfiXANURii Oampbell, S. S. C. 

Dated the lOfA of Aug.^ 176% i 

Fori Williamf 90ih Sept.^ 176&. / 




*' Fimaun from the King Shah Aahim, granting the Dewannee of Bengal^ Dehart 
and Orixa, to the Company, Dated August 13/4, 1763. 

At this happy time, onr royal firmaun, iudiijpeusibly required obedience, is 
issned : that whereas, in consideration of the attachment ami service of the biglt 
and mighty the noblest of exalted nobles, the chief of illustrious warriors our 
faithful servants and sincere well-wishers* worthy of our royal favours, the English 
Company, we have granted them the Dewannee of the provinces of .Bengal, 
Behar, and Orixa, from the beginning of the Fusstil Kubby of the Bengal year 
1I7J, us a free gift and ultumgaii, without the associutionof any other person, 
and with on exemption from the payment of the cij^toms of the Dewannee, which 
used (0 be paid to the court. It is requisite tJiat the said Company engage (o be se¬ 
curity for the sum of twouty-six lacks of rupees a year, for onr royal revemie, wjiich 
sum has been appointed from the Nabob Nudjum ul-Dowla Bahadur, anil regularly 
remit the same to tljc royal Sircar: and in this case, as ibo said Company are 
obliged to keep up a large army for tlm protection of the provinces of Bengal, &c., 
we liave granted to them whatsoever may remain out of the revenues of iho said 
provinces, after remitting the sum of twenty-six lacks of rupeas to the royal 
Sircar, and providiug for the expences of the Nizamutrit is requisite that our 
royal descendants, the Viziers, the bestowers of digriUy, the Omrahs high in rank, 
the great oftioers, the IMuttaanddies of the Dewanuoe, the managers of Uic busi¬ 
ness of the Snltanut, the Jngheenlai'S aud Qroorics, as W'ell tlic future os the 
present, using their constant endeavours for the establishment of this our royal 
command, leave the said office in possession of ibo said Company, from genera¬ 
tion to gt'Ueratiou, for ever and ever j looking upon tl.em to be insured from dis¬ 
mission or removal, they must on no account whatsoever give them any interrnp* 
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ftutl they must reg/ird them as excused and exempted from the payment of all 
le customs of tbo Pewsjinee, and royal demands. Knowing our orders on th© 
subject to bo most strict and positive, let them not deviate therefrom. 

Written the Sdth of Sopbar of the 6tb year of the Jaloos (the )2th Aug. 1766.) 


ConUuts nf the Zimmun. 

Agreeably to the paper wliicli has received our sign momiftl, our royal com¬ 
mands are issued: That, in consideration of tiie nttachiusut and services of ibo 
high and mighty, tbo nobkst of exalted nobles, the chief of illustrious warriors, 
our faitbrul servants and sincoro well-wishers, worthy of our royal favours, the 
.ISngliBh Company, we have griuitod them the Dewnnneo of the provinces of 
Bengal, Buhar atjd Orixa, from the begiuniiig of the Fus.siil Huhhy of the 
Bengal year 177*2, os a free gift nnd tfliumgau, without the association of any 
ot)]er person, and with an exemption from the customs of the Dewannee, which 
used to be paid to tlio court on condition of their being security for the sum of 
twenty-six lacs of rupees a year for our royal revenue; which sum has been 
appointed from the Nabob Nndjum-ul-Dcwta Bahadnrj and after remitting the 
royal revenue, and providing for the expenoes of the Nizamut, whatsoever may 
remain we have granted to the said Company. 

Tub Dkwanueb op the PnovtiioF. op Benqax. 

The r>xwANNEB op thb Pjiovinob op Bahaa, 

Thi; Dbwaknee op thb Paoyikce op Oaixa, 


Z. Page 550. 

.The following is an extract from the list of sharers in the ProAts of the Inland 
Trade Association for the year from 1st September 1705 to 31st August 1766 and 
iucludes all the Military’ 

Brigadier General John Carnac. 9 Shores. 

Colonel Hiohurd Smith .... 2 

Colonel Sir Robert Barker.. 2 

Lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher . J [[ 

Lieiucnant Colouel Joseph Peel . | 

Lieutenant Colonel Charles Champion..... | 

Major Giles Stibbert... ^ '* 

Wajor Alexander Champion ... ^ 

M ojor H ugh Orant...... ^ ^ i ** 

Major Win wood .. i ” 

Major Pern hie . t ” 

Major Wiliiam Smith... i 

Miyor Primrose GalUez . * ’ i ” 

Surgeon Thomas .Anderson ... i 

Surgeon Robert Hunter. ’* 

Surgeon Andrew Williams... ^ 
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A. A. Page 561. 


Fort William General Conmltations, i4th Aprils I7<i6. 

To Wi:uLiAM Briohtwjkll Si/mnbr, Esquire, &c. Gentlkmkn of 
C ouNCii. AT Fort William. 

Gentlemen,—I have the honour to inform you. that upon a supposition 
that the receipt of a legacy was not intended to be prohibited by the new 
covenants, I have received from the Begum, wife of the late Nabob, Meer 
Jaffier, an obligation for the sum of five lacks of rupees, which was bequeath¬ 
ed to me by his Excellency a few hours before his death, in the presence 
of many wit.iesses, whose attestation shall, as soon as possible, be laid 
before the board. When this obligation is discharged, I shall immediately 
pay the amount into the Company’s Treasury at Calcutta. The interest 
arising therefrom, I propose, shall be annually distributed in such proportions 
as I establish, among a certain number of officers, noa-coramission otiicers, 
and private men, who arc disqualified from further service, by wounds, 
length of service, or diseases contracted in the service of the Company, 
and whose fortunes may be too scanty to afford the former a genteel, the 
latter a comfortable subsistence in their native country. I intend further, 
that the widow** of all such officers and soldiers us shall have been entitled 
to this bounty, or whose husbands shall have lost their lives in the service, 
shall receive a certain proportion of the same during their widowhoods. 
The governor and council of B’ort William will be perpetual trustees for 
the appropriation of this fund in India, and the court of directors in Eng¬ 
land. Ou my return to the presidency, or sooner, if business will permit, 
I shall have tlie honour to lay before you such regulations as I may think 
best adapted to the fulfilling my purpo8t?s above-mentioned \ and on my 
arrival in England, the same shall be confirmed, with a proper instrument 
or deed of gift of the principal and interest of the said five lacks of rupees 
for ever, agreeable to the due forms of law, unless the Company should 
think proper to claim, and be able to prove, a right to the same under the 
new covenants. 

1 have the honour to be, with the greatest respect, Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Clive. 

Mooiejplj April, 1766. 


B. B. Page 614. 

The following is taken from Mr, Henry Strachey’s narrative ot 
“ The proceedings of the General Court Martial^ which sat upon the trial of 
Lieutefumt Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher for mutiny.** 

Thomas Goddard^ late Captain in the First Regiment of Infantry on *he 
Bengal establish^nent, being duly swurUf deposed ^—That in the latter end of 
December ire.'’', or in January 1766, the following was the subject of con- 

h 
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^ in a company conaisling of Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Kobert Fletcher^ 

Captains Roper and Parker, Lieutg. NVatts, Dunbar, Devan, and Francis, 
and Mr. Bagot, Surgeon, who dinod with him in one of thoso months : that 
soon after dinner, to the best of his recollection, the reduction of the battn, 
and the memorial that had been presented for the recovery of it, wa« the 
first subject spoken on by some of the olTicers present ; upon which Jjiir 
llobert Fletcher said, he thought they would have no effect, although the 
orders of the Company on that head were not positive •, that Lieutenant* 
Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher then declared, there was one method to recover 
it, and that was by a general resignation, which could not fail of succe.is, as 
Ihe dissension of the civil, joined to that of the military, would carry evei*y 
thing, and he knew the Madras counsellors, being his friends, would Join 
against Lord Clive. That the discourse theu turned upon the method of 
vesiguing, when Lient, Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher said, send me your 
commissions and I will receive them,” and advised the scheme should be put 
in c*xecutioii, before the next ships sailed for England, as their carrying homo 
account.'? of the batta being reduced, would strengthen Lord Clive’s interest 
so much, that it would be in vain to attempt the recovery of it hereafter ; 
and, at parting, he intimated that it might be prejudicial to him to have that, 
conversation repeated. Captain Co^ldard farther deposed, that Sir Robert 
Fletcher, the same evening, when he went out in a chaise with him, pointed 
out the readiness of Lieutenant RevanV joining in the resignation, tvho en- 
joyed a double post [Brigade Majorj : and at another time he remenibers 
tliat Sir Robert Fletcher told him. he knew of all the meetings of the 
officers, and what passed at them. The same evidence afterwards deposed, 
farther, that he declared to Captains Smith, aid-de-camp to General Caruac, 
that Lieutenant-Colon el Sir Robert Fletcher was the person who inviuced 
him to enter iubi the combination ; that his motive for making such a de¬ 
claration to Captain Smith, was the argnments made use of by Sir Robert 
Fletoner, at his table, already mentioned ; particularly Sir Robert Fletcher's 
advancing, that the measure could not fail of success ; added to his pointing 
out the readiness of his brigade-major to resign, and another person telling 
him, in the presence of Sir Robert Fletcher, that he (Captain Goddard) 
wanted to get a majority, by the resignation of others, or words to that pur¬ 
pose ; and that until that time, Captain Goddard had always been averse to 
the combination ; that Sir Robert Fletcher, publicly at table, that day ex¬ 
pressed his surprise, that he (Captain Goddard) had not joined in the com¬ 
bination, as he thought an officer of his spirit should have been the first to 
have engaged in it; or words to that effect. 

Captain Frederick Thomas Smith, Aid-de-camp to Gmei'd Carnac, being 
dufy sworn, de/xwtfd.—-That on the 13th or 14th of ay. Captain Goddard 
acquainted him in the course of conversation that he had been led into the 
resignation of the service by the persuasion of Sir Robert Fletcher, contrary 
to his own inclinations and opinion ; the particulars of whose conduct to¬ 
wards him he had made known to ALjor Champion and Captain Pearson, 
and insisted upon Captivin Smith’s acquainting Lord Clivo and General 
Carnac with this, in case he should not have an opportunity of seeing them 
himself. 


MiN/sr^^ 



APrKNDi.X B, B. 


unnas Uop^r^ late Captain in the 7'hird Regiment qf Infantry^ Oemg duly 
'^wriiy depoeed^-^Thut at Captain OWxldard's table about the latter end of Janu¬ 
ary, OP beginning of February last, -when the reduction of the batta, togethex* 
with the memorial or remoustraucefl for ita recovery, that either were pre¬ 
sented to the board, or about to be so, became the subject of conversation ; 
♦Sir Uobcrt Fletcher gave it as his opinion that they would prove ineifectual ; 
at the same time intimated, that lie did think it recoverable ; that this pro¬ 
duced a desire of knowing how it Mfiiis to he accomplished ; that Sir Robert 
Fletcher said, it was not for him to point out a method, but observed, 
upon some of the company’s mentioning a resignation, that that was the 
only method, and that the present dissensions amongst the civilians iu 
Calcutta, would greatly favour such a measure—-or words to that effect; 




that Licut-Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher said, in the course of that day’s 
conversation, that he would accept of the commissions, and that whatever 
was to be done, ought to be finished before the ships sailed. Mr. Hoper fur¬ 
ther deposed, upon the questions being put to him by the court, that he 
did hear Lieut.-Co1onel Sir Robert Fletcher mention the Madras counsellors, 
but could not recollect upon what account ; that Captain Goddard was 
averse to the measure (of resignation) before that day, and that he 
afterwards came into it, but whether from what pastied that day he could 
not determine, 

Mr, James WalU^ late Lieutenant in the First Raiment, of Infantrxj, bei^g 
duly sworn, deposed, in the month of December or January 
1766, ho dined with Captain Goddard; Lieut.-Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher 
was iu company. That the conversation happening to turn upon the 
reduction of the batta, remonstrances and a general resignation were talked 
of to remove it ; when Sir Robert Fletcher gave it as his opinion, that if a 
general resignation should take place, the batta would bo roftored ; and 
farther said, that he believed the orders respecting the batta were not 
positive ; That he proposed the commissions should be delivered up at the 
commencement of a month ; tliat the officers should receive no pay, but 
eerve as volunteers till the determination of the Governor and Council 
should be known, and that upon those conditions he would accept of the 
commissions of the officers of the first brigade. Mr. Watts farther deposed, 
upon the questions being put to him by the court, that he heard the 
departure of the ships for Europe mentioned by Sir Robert Fletcher in that 
conversation, but that he did not recollect w'hat he said upon the subject • 
nor did he recollect what Sir Robert Fletcher said concerning the dissension* 
amongst the civilians proving favourable to the resignation, though he 
recollected to have heard the word dissension mentioned ; that he did not 


recollect that he ever declared he was influenced to resign his commission, 
by Lieut,-Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher; but that upon the strength of 
what Captain Goddard had told him, he might have declared that Captain 
Goddo^dwas influenced to resign his, though he did not recollect when, or 
to whom, he ever had made such a declaration. . 

James Francis, Lieutenant in the First Regiment <f Infantry, being duty 
sworn, deposeil, —That in conversation which passed some time in December 
or January, in Captain Goddard’s tent, Sir Robert Fletcher asked CapUin 
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ddnrd he was afmid of; that ho told him there was a method of 

the btttta again. Captain Goddard said he did not know how. Sir 
Jlobort Fletcher ai^ain said, there was a method, but It was not his plate to 
point it oiiu That a little time after, Sir Robert Fletcher proposed the 
oiliccrs ahoald all resign their commlssious, and serve as volunteers till an 
answer should come from the Board, and said there were four counsellors 
come from Madras, and hr. would be bound to get their interest for the 
ofhcers i and then said, that as it was weW known to the company that Lord 
Olivo was no friend of his, lie hoped that discourse would go no further. 

Captain Henry Sevan, Brigade-Major to Sir Ttobert Fletcher^ being duty 
swoDt, deposed ,— That he never made Sir Robert Fletcher acquainted with the 
meetings held by the officers of the first brigade, to carry on the hu6ine.ss 
of the resignation ; that he did not recollect he ever acquainted Sir Robert 
Fletcher that letters were frequently written, and proposals made to the 
officers of the two other brigades, on the subject of the resignation, or that 
the officers of the second and third brigades had joined with those of the 
first, before the 20tii of April, about which time the affair was the subject of 
publio conversation, and he possibly might have mentioned it. That 
about the latter end of December, or beginning of Jannary, Sir Robert 
Fletcher camo into bis room (he at that time kept his bed) and told him that 
he beard the officers intended to resign their commissions, on account of the 
batta being reduced ; that Sir Robert Fletcher advised him not to enter into 
it ; and to enforoe his advice, said, he thought it would bo rather an advan¬ 
tage than a disadvantage to the officers that expected to rise high in the 
service, as it would probably hinder a number of officers coming from 
Europe over their heads and that about, the 2l8t of April, he informed Sir 
Robert Fletcher, that he had been applied to for his commission, when Sir 
Robert repeated the same advice he had before given, 

Ah\ James Vunhar, late Aid-de-camp to Sir Robert Fletcher^ being duly 
sworn, and questioned by the Court, deposed, to the best of his recollection, 
that between the I8th and 20th day of April, he acquainted Sir Robert 
Fletcher, in a private conversation, that the officers had had a meeting, and 
received favourable sccouuts from the other brigades. He fi.rtlier deposed, 
that he did not doubt, but he had mentioned to Sir Robert Fletcher, between 
the eighteenth and twentieth of April, that the officers received letters from 
the other brigades, and also wrote letters to them on the subject of the 
resignation. That Sir Robert Fletcher knew his intentions to enter into 
the association, and advised him against it. That in the month of January, 
a conversation passed between Sir Robert Fletcher and him, upon the subject 
of a general resignation, when Sir Robert Fletcher told him, that should a 
general resignation take place, bethought it would be no prejudice to those 
officers who merited well, aud might be an opportunity of weeding the 
army ; and that Sir Robert Fletcher always advised him against the measure. 

The extracts of the evidence in support of the charge have been short, 
though faithful; the material particulars of Sir Robert Fletcher s defence 
also, might be extracted in a very narrow compass. But that all imputa¬ 
tions of impartiality inity bo avoided, the whole of Sir Robert Fletcher's 
defence as delivered in to the Court Martial, is here inserted. 
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pRBSTPENT ANP Gentlemen, —It is alh'ged against me, that in 
.^t^^ftr^ersatiop at Captain Goddard's, the end of December or beginning of 
January, I made use of many arguments to persuade the officers to a general 
resignation ; and some of the evidences particularly depose—that I pointed 
out to them the dissensions amongst the civilians, and observed that the Mad¬ 
ras counsellors were my friends, and would join against Lord CJive. The ap¬ 
pointment of the Madras gentlemen was not hnown at Calcutta till the ninth 
of January, and consequently could not be known at Mongliyr till the 
fifteenth or ^ix^eenth. It must have been several days afterwards 
before the dissensions among the civilians could have been heard of; 
and as to the Madras gentlemen joining against Lord Clive, tbey did not 
take their seats till the twelfth of February. There is an evident con¬ 
tradiction, therefore, between part of these arguments, and tbe time they 
are said to have been made use of. Allowing, however, that the evidences 
have only been mistaken in the time, and that I really made use of the argu¬ 
ments in question, it must have been not in pursuance of rny own opinion, 
but for the reasons I shall hereafter explain, for I never apprehended that 
the dissensions among the civilians could mak»j any alterations in the reso¬ 
lutions of the Board, with regard to the allowances of the military •, nor 
could I ever have been so absurd, as really to have imagined that the Ma¬ 
dras gentlemen could possibly hare suffered them-ielves, in contradiction both 
to their duty and their interest, to be influenced in such an affair by friend¬ 
ship for me : To which I may add, that I never wrote to them on the subject, 
as I must necessarily have done, if I had really meant to influence them. 

“ The Governor aud the Council having thought proper to reduce the batta, 
loud complaints were made bv the officers. 'Various schemes were proposed 
for the recovery of it; and, among others, a general resignation was talked 
of in the month of .lannary, not only at Moagbyr, but (as 1 have been 
informed) at Patna and Allahabad also, and even at Calcutta. When these 
rumours came to my hearing, 1 spoke to Lieutenants Bo van, Dunbar and 
Kyd, on the subject, and used my utmost endeavours to dissuade them frou 
joining in such a step *, not doubting, if I had succeeded with them, but that 
many others would have been induced to follow their example ; and I observ¬ 
ed to them, that such afficer^ as had the allowances attached to double posts 
(which included adjutants, quartermasters, and sepoy subalterns) would more 
particularly incur the displeasure of the Governor and Council } but all was 
in vain ; they told me they were deterraired to resign with the rest. The 
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same advice I often repeated afterwards, but it was all to no purpose. Find¬ 
ing, therefore, that I could not prevail with those gentlemen, who being in 
my family and enjoying double pos»=>, would be the least affected with the 
reduction of baita, and over whom I had more influence than over any 
others, and seeiug to what a violent degree the officers in general were 
exasperated, I thought the best thing I could do for the public good, was to 
dissemble my own opinion, to try to keep in their confidence till they had 
come to some final resolution ; and to moderate the rage with which they 
wei’e actuated. To have endeavoured to stem the torrent, would be pro¬ 
ductive of no other consequence tb.T.u that they would have gone on in their 
own way, without letting me know any thing at all of the matter. 1 rerocm- 
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ed the violence viUi which they had engaged, during the months of 
iMarch, April, and May 1765, in an association for resigning, on a much 
more tritiing cause (the atFair of Captain McPherson) and at a time when 
the war with Sujah Dowla was unfinished. 

*♦ As Captain McPherson’s appointment to this establishment, in a station 
wliioh another gentleman resigned in order to make room for him, drove 
them to such extremities, and as they persevered in them, even after Captain 
MePiverson had for the sake of peace voluntarily consented to have his 
former appointment annulled, snd to come in youngest captain, what might 
not have been expected from them in the present case, when they were 
deprived of advantages which they had ever before enjoyed, and when 
numbers of them were involved in debts, from which they bad no prospect 
of extricating themselves, and were really reduced to much distress by the 
scantiness of their allowances 7 Unreusouahle as that association was, it 
was a matter of great doubt, whether it would not have been carried on to 
the most dangerous lengths, had not Lord Clive’s arrival, the high opinion 
officers in general entertained of liirn, and his particular influence over 
several individnaU fortunately put a stop to it. Thus convinced that it was 
really not in my power to stop the officers in their career, I at the same time 
thought their resignation, if carried on in so moderate a manner as not to 
occasion any disturbance among the troops, would rather be an advantage 
than a disadvantage to tbo service. 

“ Immediately on my joining the army on this establishment, iu October 
1764, 1 remarked, with much concern, the great want of order and subor-; 
dination amongst tho officers. My endeavour to effect a reformation as far as 
lay in my power, have been uninteruiitted j and it is well known how I 
continually complained of the trouble I met with from the obstinacy and 
licentiousness of some of them, and liow happy a circumstance I thought it 
would be for the good of the service, if such could be got rid of. Finding 
admonitions useless, 1 deemed it necessary to have recourse to courts martial, 
iu order to enforce discipliue in the brigade which I commanded, and to 
prevent the officers absenting themselves from duty. For this I received a 
check from my superiors ; and was informed by General Oavnac, iu a letter 
he wrote to rac on the 6th of November, that “ he would have courts martial 
reserv'ed for heinous crimes only, and such as merited exemplary punish¬ 
ment.” W)' hands bcjng thus tied up, I began to despair of introducing the 
discipline I so much wished for ; and therefore, when the officers talked of 
resigning, I comforted myself with the hopes that the step, if carried on 
with moderation, w'ould at least be productive of oue good coni5equence ; that 
it would be the means of weeding the army of those gentlemen who most 
obstructed the necessary reformation. I doubted not but his Lordshij|» 
would think it requisite to oppose with firmness the demands of the officers j 
and these, when they found they could xiot carry their point, would be glad 
to accept of their commissions again : they might wish to make their own 
terms ; but as the sole dependence of many of them was on the Company's 
service, they must in the end be obliged to content themselves with what 
terms they could get. While such were my sentiments, I was informed by 
Licutenaat Kyd, that Captr.m Goddard seemed averse to join in the scheme 
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Nation ; and that his reason was supposed to be, bis not having been 
siT^rticularly consulted on the occasion, as from bis rank in the service 
he thought he had a right to expect I expressed my surprize at his not 
being engaged ’n it ; and said, I imagined he would have been the foremost 
in all such undertakings ; and to the best of my recollection. Lieutenant 
Kyd at the same time observed to me, and I agreed with him in opinion, 
that it was not likely he would long persist in his present resolution. 
During the coarse of my acquaintance with him, I had so many proofs 
of the violence and fickleness of his disposition, that I made not the 
least doubt but he would heartily join with the vest of the olficerS, the 
moment they paid him the compliment he thought his due. I remem¬ 
bered how readily he had entered into the former association, in 1765 •, 
and I recollected having seen his name signed to it in letters most dis- 
tinguishingly large, by way of shewing, I imagine, hov much he glorified 
in the measure, Two or three days after this conversation with Lieutenant 
Kyd,‘ I dined at Captain (Soddard’s in company with Captains Roper and 
Parker, and Lieutenants Watts, Dunbar, Francis, Ironside and Mr. Bagot 
(1 think, about the 20th or 25th of JanuaryAfter dinner Captain 
Goddard suddenly addressed himself to me, in the following words, or 
words to the same purpose :—“ Wlvat would you do if we were to leave 
you alone with the brigade ?’* I answered, I did not think that would be a 
good scheme ; that, however, there was a method for the recovery of their 
hatta, but it was not my business to point it out : enquiry being made of 
me what that method was, I advised that they should send in their com¬ 
missions to me at the beginning of a month, and serve as volunteers, without 
pay, till the determination of the Governor should be known. Captain 
Parker here interrupted me, by calling out to Captain Goddard, that “ he 
smelt a majority upon which he seemed much offended, and replied — 
“ That his not being consulted, as oldest officer in the Brigade, was rather 
slighting him.*’ I then told Captain Goddard, that 1 thought there was 
nothing to fear, and that the officers would probably carry their point, if 
they acted prudently, and finished their business before the sailing of the 
Europe ships. I afterwards mentioned some other reasons (but what, I do 
not recollect,*) why it appeared likely that the batta might be restored if the 
officers consented to serve as volunteers and told them, that upon that 
condition 1 would accept of their commissions. This, to the best of my 
recollection, is an e.xact account of the conversation which then passed ; 
and when the company broke up, T desired that what I had there said might 
go no farther; to which, I think. Captain Goddard promised upon his 
honour it should not, I have already mentioned the opinion which I had 
before conceived of the violence with which the officers were disposed to 
act ; and such a question as that which I have thus related being so publicly 
put to rac, gave me additional cause to be alarmed. 


Not doubting, therefore, the propriety of the resolution X had formed, in 
consequence of my not being able to dissuade even the gentlemen of ic y 
own family from joining in any schemes of resignation, I used my endea¬ 
vours to prevail upon them, instead of leaving me at once to serve as volnn- 
tee’-s till the pleasure of the Governor and Council should be known ; 





Al»PRVr>]X B. B. 


Sl 


icluding, that between the tim»‘ of their lodging their commissions in my 
hands, and their receiving a final answer from the Oovernor and Conncil, 
rntiDy of them would reflect more seriously upon what they were about^ 
and apply for their commissions again ; and knowing that it would at least 
give me time to take measures with the non-commissioned othcers, for pre¬ 
venting any disturbance among the troops ; and afford some leisure to the 
Ciovernor and Council to supply their army, if necessary, by giving com¬ 
missions to free merchants, and by sending for officers from the other 
presidencies. 

“ It was with these views only I said at Captain Coddard s, that the officers, 
if they would adopt the plan I proposed, vrould probably carry thoir point. 
That such was not my real opinion will appear beyond all contradiction, 
from my avovvod sentiments during the former association, and what I said 
to different gentlemen during the present one. As to my persuading the 
officers to do what they were determined on before the latter ships were 
despatched, I had several motives for doing it, with which I believe it will 
be needless for me to trouble the court. The most powerful one was the 
consideration of the profound tranquillity which then reigned throughout the 
provinces, and which there was no prospect of an enemy to disturb t I 
deemed it certain, that the officers would attempt the recovery of their batta, 
and thought there could not be a time less likely for such an attempt to bo 
productive of Any mischief to the public. My desiring that w'hat I said at 
Captain Goddard s might go no farther, is insinuated as a proof that I was 
sensible I had been acting in an unjustifiable manner j but it proceeded 
merely from recollecting alittle that what I had said, might, perhaps, if known, 
be misconstrued to my disadvantage ; and my present situation, accused of 
mutiny for a matter in which I acted for the public good, has too well con¬ 


vinced me that I ought to have been more on my guard. After this I heard 
nothing more of the matter, but various unsettled report.^, till about the 20tH 
of February, when they were finally determined to address the Governor 
and Council. Theirlepreseutation was accordingly forwarded about the 25th- 
From that time I w.iis totally ignorant that any otlier schemes were carrying 
on, till about the 20tli of April; Lieutenant Duubar then informed me that 
the officers both of the first and third Brigades had determined upon resign- v 
ing their commissions, and that he had agreed to the resolution. I repri¬ 
manded him in the strongest manner for entering into such an association 
without my knowledge, and contrary to my repeated advice. I told him how 
little probability there was of the officers carrying their point ; and used 
many arguments, both with him and many others with whom I had any 
influence, to dissuade them from persevering in it. As to Captain Bevan, it 
was not in his power to give me much intelligence ; having refused to join 
with them, he was not acquainted with their proceedings, nor could advise 
me of any thing but by hearsay. After the 20th, it began to be reported 
that the officers of the second Brigade had engaged in a like association j 
but I do not recollect any thing certain of them, till the 2lth or 2.5th ; when 
talking with a gcntlcmun who had joined with the rest, and pretending to be 
acquainted with every thing before, 1 learned from him that, and many othdr 
cixcumslriueos j purtfcularly that the Ist of May fixed upon for resign^ 
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that the officers had some thoughts of seiTiug as ’volunteers till tho 
"pt^ure of the Governor and Council should be kno-wn, While this associa¬ 
tion vnx8 carrying on, the officers concealed from me with the utmost care, 
their meetings and allthei.' measures; and were extremely enraged when 
they found that I had received sont:^ information concerning them ; a strong 
proof that all 1 said at Captain Goddard’s was not sufBcient to acquire uie 
their confidence ; and that they by no means looked upon me as a favourer 
of their proceedings- 

The particulars of what happened after this, it is needless for me to relate. 
It is well known with how much care I used every possible precaution to 
prevent any mischief from happening, when the officers shonld leave 
their brigade. At the same time, both by letter and word of mouth, I con¬ 
stantly declared myself perfectly secure on that head ; and liow active I was 
in bringing back the European troops to their duty, when on the I4tli of 
May they took to their arms, and seemed disposed to follow their officers, 
ia consequence (as they themselves declared) of their having been raado 
to believe that I "was going with them, 

“1 will not trouble the court with any remarks on the justness of my 
opiniou concerning ^he spirit of violence with which the officers in generrd 
were actuated, as so many incontestible proofs of it since app(?ared ; but I 
must beg leave to mention a few circumstances, to evince how true were my 
sentiments of (hiptam Goddard, and how improbable is his assenion that he 
should not have joined in tho association had I not persuaded him to 
it. He made himself a inember of the secret comm it tee, to carry on a 
correspondence with the other brigades, and offered to carry off liis bat¬ 
talion, if the rest would do the same j declaring he was sure it would follow 
him all over India. About the T2th of May, taking a ride in my chaisa 
with Mr. Bevan, I stopt at a tope (or grove) where Captain Goddard was ; 
and in the course of conversation, having expressed my opinion, that Lord 
Clive would never give up the point to them, he answered by using some 
expressions which I repeated to Captain Bevan immediately, and which the 
more convinced me of his violence. After those instances of his ungovom- 
ftble temper, let it be considered whether it is not much more likely that 
he was induced to join with the rest by his own disposition, than by the 
few arguments I used at his table, where I .should not have said any thing 
at all had I not been apprehensive of greater violences, both from him and 
from rhe rest of the officers, and had not he in a inaoner obliged me to do it, 
by asking me the question I have related. If he acu*d in pur.snance of njy 
advice, why did he so carefully conceal from me all the measures that were 
carrying on in April ? And why did he strictly enjoin Seiyeant Hardy 
who was employed to carry some of their secret committee letters, to be 
particularly careful that I did not come to the knowledge of them ? As to 
Captain Goddard’s assertion, that J pointed out to him in the chaise Captain 
Bevan’s readmess to join in the association ; and Mr. Bagot’s, that at Cap¬ 
tain Goddard s table I told them Messrs. Bevan and Hunbar should be the 
first to resign ; they are certainly mistaken. I am very sure I never said any 
such thing ; indeed it is not to be conceived that T should : for I all along 
used my utmost endeavours to prevent those gentlemen fron^. haring any 
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iCKjru in tli? measure* that w<ji*« taken I cannot but think it a little 
atninge that Mv. Magot who aat next to Captain Parker at the lovrer end of 
two table?, whiist Caplaiu Goddard and I sat at the upper end, should be 
the only person to remember so remurkablo a cireumstance. 

** Captain Goddard's assertion, relative to memorials, most also bo a mifUake* 
The conversation iii qiiestiou happened about the aoth or 25th of January i 
and the fiist anotnorial presented was dated about the 25tU of February,. 
1 do not recollect indeed that memorials were at all mentioiml ; howorer 
it is a matter of no oonsequeuce ; for if they had, I should certainly have 
advised against them, as I concluded that Loixi Clive and the Council would 
not repeal their resolution j and imagined the ofbeera, who seemed deter¬ 
mined upon the recovery of the batta, would oaly be exasperated the more. 

“Captain Goddard mxist also be nuetaken in what he mentioned of my 
isdvising the soherao to be put in execution before the next ships sailed, 
as their carrying home accounts of the batta heiog reduced, would strength* 
en his hordship’s interest so much, that it would be impossible to attempt 
the recovery of it afterwards. The and iCest, which carried the 

news of the reduction of the batta, were dispatched the 29th of January, 
and it was thought wofjd have been dispatched much soipiter ; so that it 
was i/iipossiblo for any scheme to have been put in execution in time. To 
this I may add, that I can bring proofs, if necessary, that I have not been 
actuated with that spirit of party which Captain Goddard seems to insinuate. 
I am astonished at Captain Goddard's asserting, that he wanted to make 
known the oircumstanoes of his [tfcsont deposition to Lord Clive and Gene¬ 
ral Carnac, but was prevented by being ordered away from Won.'i^hyr. 
After the convemtion which I have already mentioned to have passed 
between us, the 12th or I3ta of May, ho told me he iotendod going to Patna. 
Being very glad to get rid of him, I encouraged him in his intention, and 
advised, him to go that fery evening. Soon after leaving him, 1 met Captain 
Pearson walking with another gentleman, and told him I should send ‘iders 
to Major Champion, to appoint him to the command of Captain Goddard^s 
battalion. To the best of my recollection, while I was talking to Captaia 
Pearson, Captain Goddard came galloping up,aad said he had altered his mind, 
and would not go to Patna. I told him he was very fickle, and tlien 
proceeded on to Monghyr. In tlie evening, he oume into the fort, in 
contradiction to express orders, which had been given out, that no ofiicor 
should lea^e the detachment. Apprehending he came with some bad 
design, 1 placed hircarah»(or spies) upon him. to give me intelligence what 
ho was about; and some time afterwards, finding ho did not go out of the 
fort of bis own accord, 1 sent Captau\ Smith to order him out. The next 
morning, in coi sequence of directions I had received from Lord Clive, to 
send down to Calcutta such of the captains as bad been most active, 1 order¬ 
ed Captain Goddard and five other officers to prepare themselves to set oat 
for Calcutta at five o’clock in the afternoon. An hour or two afterwards 
I received another letter from Lord Clive, hoping the officers would remain 
tva duty till his arrival; whereupon I immediately wrote a letter to Captain 
Goddard .and the oilier officers, requesting they would .stay till his Lordship’s 
arrival, which I asaured vbem would be. the next day, I toon after met 
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itt Goddard iu irvc of the squares engag:ftd in altercation with Captain 
itainforth, whom he accused of intendmg to stay behind the rest of the 
officers. After some other conversation, I asked him whether ho hod shewn 
my letter to the officers. He told me that I should soon have nu answer to 
it. Some time after, while I was sitting at dinner, he came to me with Cap¬ 
tain hieuteuant Skinner, I asked thorn if tho officers intended complying with 
my request. Captain Skinner told me that he believed they would ; upon 
which C iptain Goddard immediately said Co him, « Answer for yourself, 1 do 
not believe they will/ I asked him wh<> would not ? He replied, ‘ Captain 
Goddard will not/ I have since been informed, that at the meeting that 
was held to coiuider of it, he declared, that if nobody else would, he would 
go alone, 

** These circumstances I hft ve vaentioned thus particularly, iu order to show 
how little foundation there is for his asserting, that he was provoated from 
inforraiug Lord Olive, &c., by beiug ordered away frotu Monghyr. 

“ As to my expressing my surprise, that au officer of Captain Goddard s 
spirit did not join in the resignation, I do not recollect such an expression 
was made use of by me at the conversation held at Captaiu Goddard’s tent. 

‘ It IS very trae, that about the 3Wth of April, 1 told Captain Goddard that 
I knew of all the jiieelings of tho officers, aud what p.a8sed at them. Some 
particulars came to ray knowledge, as I have already related, about the ^4th or 
25th of April, and some about the ‘27th. However, X hare since learned 
there ware many other circumstances with w’hich I was then unacquainted. 

Whether Captain Nowlan ever made the speech which Mr. Watts men- 
vioniv I do nut know, but I am certain that I never heard him. 

“ I do not recollect that Lieutenant Dunbar ever informed me, before ho 
went to Patna, of more than one meeting, aud that was in the month of 
January. 


“ There is one circumstance I must take the liberty of mentioning, by way 
of proof, that I have the good of the service at heart, and am not capable of 
advising any measure deti-imcntal to it, to gratify my private purposes. X 
offered to pay out of my own pocket the penalty bonds of six gentiemeo. 
Captain Stainforth, Lieutenants Shrimpton, M’Pherson, Dunbar, Kyd, and 
Knsiirn Patton, amounting to 2i,{)6o rupees, in order to quit the association, 
although 1 was at the same time setsible of its being very uncertain, whether 
or not those gontlemen would ever be able to repay me, 

“ I am sorry to have troubled the court with so long a detail, nor should 
r have done it, had not I judged it necessary in order to show how 
much the whole tenor of my conduct contradicts the charge which has been 
brought against rae. I ha/e only one thing more to remark ; that in the 
conversation which passed at Captaiu Goddard’s, I never advised any as¬ 
sociation, much less such violent ones as afterwards took place ; and that I 
have often expressed my opinion, that the officers who were determined upon 
reigning, should have sent in their commissioDs one by one, instead of com- 
biniug to do it in a body. 

** Can officers in the Company's service, not botind by aay contract, leguil v 
resign their commissions without the consent of the Governor and Couucii, 
or are they guilty of mutiny in doing it ? If they are not, can a person bJ 
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of wntlny In only adviaing them to if ?—Onr government itself, I 
think, has in a great degree acknowledged, that the officers might resign their 
CommissioTiS, hy resolving to oblige them in future to sign contracts, and by 
putting the resignation of the officers of the Ut brigade in public ordew 
at the presidency. 

But I will dwell no longer on this subject, of which you, gentlemen, must 
be the best judges, as I am vo/y liappy in the clearne.^s of my own conscience 
and in confidence, that I shall bo able to justify ray own conduct, without 


having rtfcourse to such arguments by the testimony of the witnesses, which 
I now beg leave to call upon,” 

It now remains to be shewn how far Sir Robert Fletcher hath, by ther 
tesvimony of witnesses, justified his conduct. 

Mr. George Vansitlart, Fuctor in the Compares ServicCy being sworn hj the 
Courts and questioned by Sir Uobert lletcheVy deposedy —That during the 
time he was with Sir Robert Fletcher, in the mouths otMaunary and Febru- 
ary 1705, he often hoard him complain of the irregularities of many of the 
officers, and their inattention to their duty ; and that ho has frequently 
repealed the same complaints, in letters which he has received Irom him 
in the course of the year 1765. As to wishing to get rid of some of them 
for the public good, he was certain that Sir Robert Fletcher often spoke of 
the great plagite and trouble be met with from some of them, and the diffi¬ 
culty of getting theoi to comply with their duty ; and that he under>to<xI, 
from the general tenor of Sir Robert Fletcher’s words and letters, that he 
dl l wish to get rid of some of thorn, that he might the more easily establish 
a proper discipl ne : That as to the late association, he never wrote to him 
for or against it; That with regard to the association m 1765, he wrote to 
him, on the l4taof May, that he entirely disapproved of it, and that the Go¬ 
vernor and Council must either support their authority or give it up : That 
with regard to the civil disputes, he received a letter from Sir Robert 
Fletcher, in November 1765, mentioningbis having heard of the disputes at 
the Board, and wishing that all dissensions were put an end to there, for the 
public good, as peace and nnauimity were established at ; and that 

this was the only letter he remembered to have received from Sir Robert 
Fletcher on civil disputes : That he did not recollect to have heard Captain 
God.lard declare his opinion of the reduction of the batta ; he remembered, 
a few days after his arrival at Calcutta, his speaking of the officers serving 
as volunteers, as a measure that had obstructed their success. 

(Captain Bevan being questioned bg Sir Robert'Fletchery deposedy —That Sir 
Robert Fletcher, before he dined at Captain Goddard’s, advised him (Revan) 
in the strongest wnns, not to be concerned in the resignation : That in 
December, previous to this advice, he assured him that neither be, nor tho 
other gentlemen of his famil}*, Lieutenants Kyd and Dunbar, should lose by 
the reduction of the batta, as be would take care to make it up to them 
another way : That, notwithstanding all Sir Uobert Fletcbev's arguments 
against a resignation, ho beli^nes he told him. in the month of January, 
when Sir Uobert came into bis room, that ho could not but resign with the 
rest; That Sir Uobert Fletcher has frequently complained of the irrogulnrlties, 
of the ofiScers} audio the W of hU knowledge, he, Sir Robert Fletcher. 
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wished to ^et fid of some of them, in hopes of reforming the test : That 
he dined v ith Lieutenant Shninpton tho same doy Sir Robert Fletcher dined 
T'ilh Captain Goddard, in January ; that he did not remember to have heard 
mention made of an intention of the officers to serve as volunteers, before 
that day: That in January, Avhen the officers of tho first brigade com¬ 
plained of the reduction of the hatta, he imagined they seemed dvternuned 
at all tvents to recover it or quit the service t That, to tho best of his 
recollection, when it came to Sir Robert’s knowledge, in April, that the 
oiBcers had engaged in an association, he expressed his surprise at its 
being: carried on without his knowledge ; and iliat he believed Sir Robert 
then expressed his firm belief, that, a resignation of commissions bad been 
entirely laid aside : That a day or two after tho time when he (Bevun) 
was applied to for his commission, he thinks Sir Robert Fletcher might have 
said, that he could not ihen believe the resignation would actually tako 
place : That, towards the latter end of April, he heard Sir Robert Fletcher 
use arguments with Lieutenant Knott, to prevent his joining with the rest: 
That on the morning when Sir Robert Fletcher heard that the officers had 
written to Mudrap, to prevent those of that cstahli.shmeut from coining to 
Bengal, ho immediately wrote a letter to his brother, and forwarded it to 
Lord Clive. 

The originalletter, which was laidbofore the Court, wa^as follows : 

** Mv OEAU Brotjie«, —Having been this moment informed, rbat httcra 
are written to Madras by some of our military gentry, udvisirig those 
“ of your estahliahineot, that an association will certainly take place here, 
for resigning all commissions, unless the double batta he restored ; and 
“ represmting to you tho hardships of the service in such strong colours 
ns to prevent, if possible, your complying with orders that may bo sent 
“ for the removal of some of your officers hither; I must entreat you by 
“ every tie, public as w'cll as private, to exert yourself iu rendering such 
“ letters ineffectual, and to prevail on your brother officers to fiy to Ben- 
** gal with the same zeal and cheerfulness as if you were taking a voyoge 
“ for the defence of your native ccuiitry. 


“ I remain, &c., 

(Signed) RoBEiiT Fi etcuuh. 

** Mongh^ry Srd 176G/* 

Captain Bevan, the questions being still put to him bp Sir Rahert J^letcher, 
farther deymsed,—That he believed Sir Robert Fletcher told him, on the 24th 
or 2btli of April, that he had received private inteliigeiiccfrom a gentleman, 
that the officers were to deliver iu their commissions to him on the first 
of May ; that a day or two before the resignation, Sir Robert Fletcher told 
him he had heard of an intended mutiny, but could give no credit to the 
report ; that after the affair of the resignation became public, he often 
heard Sir Robert Fletcher say, it was his firm belief that Lord Olive w ould 
never give up the point to the officers ; that be believed Sir Robert Fletcher 
after the resignation took place, mentioned to him, that Lord Clive had got 
a fine opportunity of weeding the Army, which would be of great ad¬ 
vantage to the service ; that on the 12th or of May, when Sir Robert 
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Ichor ttn^l ha (BevaaJ rode out m th«‘ chaise, they stopt in the tope (or 
^ove) where Captain Ooddard was encumpod ; that Sir Robert Fletcher 
talked to Captain Goddard in private about ei^rht or l ine numites, and 
immediaUdy returned to bis chaise ; soon afUT which, to the beat of his 


Sl 


recollection, he iufomed him, that Captain Goddard bad asked leave to go 
to Patna, to avoid, i.s he said, seeing Lord Clive and General Carnac, and 
that ho had not only granted it, but urged his setting off that very even¬ 
ing j that ho also said ho was happy in the thought of having Captain 
Pearson at the head of his battalion j that when (Japtain Goddard came into 
the fort that night, contrary to orders, Sir Itobert Fletcher expressed his 
foarfi that he would be about no good, and ordered him (Bevan) to place 
hircantha (or spies) over him ; that ho remembers Sir Robert Fletrhor soon 
after sent Captain Smith, he believed, with orders to Captain Goddard to 
leave the Garrison ; and that he, that night, sent socret orders to Major 
Champiou to be watchful over Captain Goddard’s battalion ; that he had 
often heard Sir Robert Fletcher, in January and afterwards, speak of Captaiu 
Goddard in very unfavourable terms; that he believes that, towards the 
latter end of April, Sir Robert Fletcher gave it as his opinion, that Lord 
Olive would find no difficulty in geltiug as many oiheers to return to the 
service as he pleased; that on the 14th (May) in the morning, after Sir 
Robert Fletcher had ordered Captain Goddard and some other officers to set 
off for Calcutta by five o’clock that evening, lie wrote a letter to Captain 
Goddard, and the rest of the officers of the brigade, requesting it as a favortr 
they would remain till next day, when he assured them Lord Clive would 
arrive ; that be believes, when Sir Robert Fletcher, in the inontli of January 
advised him against joining in the resignation, he told him, that those in 
particular who enjoyed double posts would incur the displeasure of the 
Governor and Council, and not be rc-admitted into the service ; that to the 
best of his knowledge, after the first of May, when the officers had given in 
their commissions to Sir Robert Fletcher, he (Sir Robert) expressed his sur¬ 
prise that they had sent them in a bundle, observing, that he expected every 
cue vv>uld have given in his own, or words to that purpose. 

T^r Ifonourahle Charles Stuart^ Writer in the Compamf's Service.^ being 
sioorn^ and the questions being put hj Sir Robert Fletcher, deposed^ —That he 
bad .'*fton heard Sir Robert Fletcher, particularly in November 1765, complij^m 
of the licentiousness of many of the officers, and wish to get rid of them, in 
hopes thereby of establishing discipline and good order among the rest. 

Captain Hcnrg ITa/son, Quarter-master General,, being sworn, and gues^ 
(ions being put by Sir Robert Fletcher, deposed, —That he often heard Sir 
Robert Fletcher complain of the irregularities of the officers of the first 
brigade, and their inattention to his orders; that this was a little while 
before the association ; and that he even heard him mention the same some 
months before that time ; but that he cannot charge his memory with Sir 
Robert Fletcher’s having wished to get rid of some of them, in hopes thereby 
of establishing discipline among the rest, 

Mr, Jainea Danltar being re-called into Cfr:irt, and the questions being put 
by Sir Fobert Fletcher, defjosed ,— That whilst he acted as Sir Robert 
Fletchers .\id-de*Cainp, Sir^obert often expressed hisuneasiness to him om 
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,nt of the irregularhies of 9ome of the officers of the first brigadeV 
(it he frequently said he vas determined at all ris<{ues, forhis own peace 
and quiet, to elft vt a reformation, or words to that pnvpose ; that upon re¬ 
ceipt of a letter from General Curnnc, regarding courts martial, he said 
he was made uneasy hy it, or words to that pirrpoBO ; that, to the best of 
his recollection, in the month of January, before he dined with bir Hubert 
Fletcher at Captain Goddard’s, Sir Robert told hin>, if those who held double 
posts resigned the service, they in particular would not be re-admitted, or 
words to that purpose ; that, to the best of his recollection, he told Sir 
Robert Fletcher he could not subsist without his double post, oi words to 
that effect; that v,'h©n he told Sir Robert Fletcher, in the month of April, 
that he had agreed to join with the rest of the officers engaged in the re¬ 
signation, Sir Robert reprimanded him for eo doing in the ?lrongt‘st terms 

and told him that he expected a very different conduct both from him and 

Mr. Kyd, or words to that purpose ? that, to the best of his recollection, the 
day he dined in Captain Goddard’s tent with Sir Robert Fletcher, he sat 
next to Captain Roper, who sat next to Captain Goddard j that with regard 
to the conversation between Captain Goddard and Sir Robert Fletcher, 
the first thing that passed was Captain Goddard’s asking Sir Robert Fletcher 
what he would do, supposing all the officers of the brigade were to leave 
him ; to which Sir Robert Fletcher replied, that would not be a good 
scheme. He said, better give in your commissions to me. and iierve as 


volunteers till the plcaouro of the Governor and Council is known j and 
diat then, a little after this. Sir Robert Fletcher said, if the officers r<.^signed 
before the ships sailed for Europe, it w'as probable thoy would carry their 
point or words to their purpose j that he understood, from Captain 
Goddard’s conversation, that he thought himself ill used in not being con¬ 
sulted on the occasion, be being the oldest Captain present; thaC to tlie 
best of his recollection, he heard Sir Robert Fletcher, in January, give 
Lieutenant Kyd advice against resigning the service ; that he was present 
at a raoeting of the officers, when, upon Sir Robert Fletcher and Captain 
Revan pas.^iog through the square, where it was held, the doors were imme¬ 
diately shut, and the lights put out, to prevent its coming to Sir Robert 
Fletcher’s knowledge. 

Mr, Jamis WaUs btiig re~called in^o Courts and the qmRtio,^9 h^in^ put 
by Sir Robert Fletcher^ depoaeJy’^TlisX he heard Captain Goddard say, as a 
reason for his not joining sooner .with the officers in the resignation, that 
he thought himself sUgbled, in not being particularly consulted, as the oldest 
officer, or words to that purpose ; that he has heard Captain Goddard make 
use of some such expressions as these ; viz. that it. wa.s the officers’ own 
fault if lb«*y did not carry their point; that be has heard some officers say, 
before the first of May, but he cannot remember who, that they were ap¬ 
prehensive Sir Robert 1 letoher would make them pri.soners, and not accept 
of fhoir commissions j that, supposing the public officers of Sir Robert Fletch- 
or f! family had not entered into the association, he cannot pretend to say 
what effect their example might have had upon him before he had engaged 
himself in the association ; ■ but after he had, neither their example, nor 
what Sir Robert Fletcher could have said, would have, prevented him from 
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to his engflgeinents j aiid that, dunng Uic tinio he wai> at Mtmghyr, 
Sir liolxirt Fletcher dined with him once oniy. 

Wilhum Patton^ Enshjn in the Fir^t t^eginumt of Infantry^ being duly 
sworn and questioned hy Sir Robert Fleteher^ deposed, —'^htkX if tho public 
otUceiB of Sir Uoberl Fletcher’s lamily ]\ad not entered into the association, 
this deponent would not have engaged in it; that in the beginning* of Janu¬ 
ary, when the oIHc^ivs first had a moetlug, the reason given by the ofheers 
why Captain Goddard did not Join with the rest wi\3, that he (Goddard) 
thought he should )iavc been particiilarJy consulted ; and as lie was the 
oldest (Juptain, he expected the rest of the otUcers should havo met at his 
tent t that Sir Ilohert Fletcher sent for this deponent about the 22n(i of April 
and advised him to have no concern iu the association ; that Sir Ilobert 
Fletcher proposed to advance him .£500, in order tliat he nvight pay the 
penalty bond, provided h-- would disengage himself from the association;, 
b'lt that he could not accept the offer, as he considered himself as farther 
bound ; that when the otllcers were carrying on the scheme of resignation, 
they used much precaution to kv cp it from the knowledge of Sir Ilobert 
Fletcher ; that to^wU the end of April, w^hen the officers first knew their 
proceedings had coii^e to the knowledge of Sir Robert Fletcher, they seemed 
afraid of he.ing sent down to Calcutta, and expressed great rese'ntment against 
the infonasr ; that on the UtU of 3Ioy, when the oilicers were deliberating 
upon Sir Robert Fletcher’s letter, requesting they would stay till the arrival 
of Ford Olive, this doponeiit heard Captain Goddard say, that, though all the 
olBters should agree to suy, he would go away alone; and that when Sir 
Robert Fletcher advised him against resigning, he (Sir Robert) told him, that 
as he enjoyed a double allowance lu a Sepoy officer, Jjc would, by quitting 
the service, so far Incur tlio displeasure of the Governor and Council as 
nev{ r to be admitted into the service again, or words to that eflPect. 

Ailai M'i'hcrsonf JAeMennnt in the First .Regiment of Infantry on the 
Bengal Kslablishment, being duly sworn and questioned by Sir Hubert Fietch^ 
cr, (/«*/)om/.--That the oflicers seemed detenninod to have the batta re¬ 
stored, or quit the service ; that he thinks, if the public olUcers of bir Ro¬ 
bert Fletcher 6 family had not entered into the a.ssociation, he should uot 
have engaged in it; that Sir 11 obort Fletcher sent to this deponent, between 
the 20th and 25th of April, and advised him to have no concern in the asso¬ 
ciation ; and that Sir Robert ^ent for him again in May, and advised him by 
no means to suffer this d tponent’s brother to leaw the brigade, and at the 
same time bifered to advance him money to pay the £500 penyity which be 
would be liable to incur by w trading. 

John Sbrimpton, Cieutetuint in the (irst Ryimcnt of Infantry on the 
gal Estitbl shment, being duly sworn and questioned by Sir Robert Fietcher, 
drpased, —That, about the 20th or 25th of April, Sir Robert Fletcher sent for 
tbii deponent,,and assured lum, tl.at it was his (Sir Roben's) opinion, Lord 
Clive would nqver give way to the combination of the officers ; and that, to 
the best of lys knowledge, he told Sir Robert Fletcher, that he could not 
retract at that time ; and that in the beginnin : of May Sir Robert Fletcher 
offered to advance this deponent money to pay the £500 penalty, which he 
was liable to incur by retracting. 
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[aiu Frtderick Thtmas Smithy being re-cuUcd into Coui iy and the ques 
being pu* to him by Sir Uobert Flctch.‘’.ry deposed, —That, during the tinu' 
bo'waj< at Mooghyr (between the lUh and 17th of May, IT(>6) Sir Robe 
Fletcher’s conduct, in regard to Ills preventing anrt qaeUing disturbances 
amongst the officers and soldiers, was, in every respect, becoming the charac¬ 
ter of a good officer; that Sir Robert Fletcher sent this deponent with 
P'^sitive orders to turn Captain Goddard out of vhe fort at Monghyr ; and 
that on the Hth of May, about dinner time, Sir Robert Fletcher shewed 
(Japtain Goddard Lord Clive’s letter, requesting the officers to stay till hiti 
Lordships arrival at Monghyr, 

Moses Crawford^ late Snrgeon^s AssUlant^ now Ensign in dte. First Regi¬ 
ment of Infantry on the BrngKil Establishment, being duly sworn, and questioned 
bif Sir Rohes't Fletcher, deposed ^— That Sir Robert sent for this denonont 
twice, and made use of several arguments with him to accept a commis- 
sioD, which at last induced him to enter into the Army ; and that r|r 
Robert Fletcher appointed two serjeanls to act as offievrs at the sanio 
time. 

Phillip Bluskard, Litutenant Fire-worher in the First Company of Artil- 
iiiry, being sworn, and the questions put to him by Sir Robert Fletcher, 
deposed, —That Sir Robert Fletcher sent for this deponent on the 14th of 
May. at which ^iIne he was a Conductor of Artillery • and also sent for 
Mr. Rashfield, another Conductor, and offered to appoint them ty act as 
officers, 

James Cruvford, Lieutenant in the Fourth Battalion of Sepot/s, iehtq 
sworn, deposed, —That on the 13th of iMay he received orders from Sir 
Robert Fletcher, dated the 10th or lUh of May, to join the Brigade with all 
possible expedition ; and that he began his march on the 13th (May) in 
consequence of orders from Lord Clive, dated the 9th of May ; that ho 
arrived at ^loughyr, which is between 50 and 60 coss distant front h’s post, 
on the 17th; and that, upon his arrival, Sir Uobert Fletcher used many 
arguments with him to continue in the service. 

George Brown, Lieutenant, in the First Regiment of Infantry, beinq 
sfcom, deposed, —That on the 1st of May he was stationed at Tarrapore, and 
that he received orders from Sir Robert Fletcher for re-calling him to Moa- 
gbyr ; that he arrived there on the 16th or 17th of May, and that upon his 
arrival, Sir Robert Fletcher used many arguments with him to remain in the 
service. 

Alexander Hardy, late Ensign in the First, now of the Second Regiment 
of Infantry on the Bengal Establishment, being snvom, and questioned ha 
Sir Robert Fletcher, deposed ,— That he copied a letter for Captam God¬ 
dard, addressed to the officers of the third brigade j and that Captain 
Oodd-ird enjoined him to conceal the content® of it from every one, parti¬ 
cularly from the Colonel ; and being asked, who did he suppose. Captain 
Goddard meant by the Colonel ? he replied, Lieutenant Colonel Sir Hobor t 
Fletcher, 

Jhomas Carnegie, Susgeon to the Patna Factory, being sworn, and (hy 
questions put to him by Sir Robert Fletcher, deposed ,— That about the latter 
end of January, to the best of his remembrance, he heard it publicly 

/.• 


WNtSTff 


^ PI’KNDIX B. B. 

at the olticers intended to resign iiud send 

VhiHp Danidy Sevjt'ant in Lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fhtcher^s ( \mpany 
in the. First Ih{iimfint of fnfaninj^ on the Ihnnai IistabHslment, being sworn^ 
nnd f/ncsthned hj Sir Robi’rt Fletcher^ depvscdy —'I'liat 6n die Htb of May he 
observed n great jmrt ol‘ the vegirtient got under armS) hi a tumultuous, 
mulinoas ^nanwer, and soon after, Sir Robert Fletcher appeared on the 
parade, hnd demanded the reason of their unsoldier,-like behaviour ; he 
toM them, that if Nvas his desire they should return to their barracks j and 
assured them, that if every officer of the brigade should leave them, he 
M'ouid stay with them j upon which the regineut did return to their bar¬ 
racks : the dflponent turther said., he has heard a good many of the 
regimont, he believes the major part of them, sa>, that if it w^as not for 
the particular regard they hud for the Colonel, they would, every man, have 
gone awuy with the officers ; and that on the 14th of May two volunteers, 
Mnsrs. Uuldnm and Skinner, Avere appointed to act as ofticerfiV 
The sum of these evidences is, that Sir Robert Fletcher had frvquontly com¬ 
plained of the irregularities of many of the officers, and their inattention to 
thoi^ duty—that he wished to get rid of gome of them, in oi^Ler to establish 
u proper discipline j— that, before the rime of his dining w'Uh Captain God¬ 
dard in January, he advised his Major of Brigade (Captain Bevan) not to be 
coucerued in the resignaliow ; and in April following, expressed his sur¬ 
prise, that an association was formed, his expectation being, that the officers 
would each deiher in liis own commission, and not resign in a body—that 
Upon Captain Goddard's asking him what ho would do, if all the oRieers of 
the brigade w’ere to leave him Y he replied, that Avohld not he a good 
scheme—that they bad better give in their coiniuissionR to him, atul 
scr - e as volunteers till the pleasure of the Governor and Council should 
he known—and that, if they resigned before the Jfhips sailed for Europe, 
it was prid)able tlicy would carry their point—that he uaed arguments 
with several of his oflicers, to dissuade them from resigning—that, in order 
to prevail upon Messrs. Patton, MTherson, and Shrimpton, to continue 
in the service, and to indemnify them for relinquishing the associa¬ 
tion, he offered to advance to each of them the £500 which they were 
severally liable to pay for retracting—that on the 3rd May he wrote a strong 
letter to his brother on the Coast, conjuring him to counteract tlie effoits 
makieg by the Bengal officer.-, to prevent those of Madras from coming to 
supply their places—that upon the 14ih Mavrin consequence of a letter 
from Lord ( live, he desired the officers to do duty till next day, when his 
I^ordshlp would arrive — and that, w hen the European Kegiment (the 14th 
Mav) got under arnis in a tumultuous manner, he exerted himself to preserve 
discipline and prevent a mutiny. 

Sir Robert Fletcher having aoqnainVed the Court, that he had no mure 
evidences to call upon the Judge \dvocate replied,—“ That most of the 
point.s which had been endeavoured to be proved against Sir Robert Fletcher 
rcmaii'ing iincontroverted, he did not >”oubIc the Court with the examination 
of any evidences in reply, fie only begged leave to observe, that it appear¬ 
ed t<> the t-ourt, upon the Joint i?vidoTif*e of Captain Ooddiird, Captain Koper, 
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Bevn,t), Mr. Dunbav, and other eTidences, that a scheiAO of resignu- 
cominissions came to the knowledge of Sir Robert Fletcher in the 
jno!ith of Janoary last, and that Sir Robert Tletchei hnul not made It appear 
to the Court, that, he, at that or any other period of tinae, made Lord Clive, 
or General Carnac, or the Governor and CouVicii, aequaiated therewith ’' 
Upon which Sir Robert Fletcher made the following observation 

“As I was not charged, in the course of the evidence against me, with 
neglecting to give due information to Lord Clive, &c. in January last, I did 
not think it at all necessary to trouble the Court on that head. In answer 
to the first part of the Judge Advocate’s observation, I must remark, that no 
scheme of resignation came to my knowledge in January last : nor was any 
scheme formed. Mr. Duubar did mention something to me of a meeting of 
the officers in Jannc.ry last ; but at that meeting Uot a word of resignation 
was mentioned nor any scheme whatever proposed. lu this state of uncer¬ 
tainty did things continue until a day or two after I dined with Captain 
Goddard, when I was asc’ured that the officers had determined to address 
the Governor and Council, and it was my wish, that so disagreeable a 
subject should go from themselves rather than from me, to his Lord- 
ship : as a proof of which, I advised their sending their address imme¬ 
diately (and not through me) to the General. The Geueral’s answer 
was in the like raaiiner addressed to them. Had the talk of a general re¬ 
signation been confined to Monghyr, X should certainly have written to his 
Lordship as soon as I heard of it ; but at that very lime, the subject was 
publicly spoken of every where else j and as I was then well informed 
particularly in Calcutta, and could not possibly escape his Lordship’s eais, 
I thought it tljerefore much better for me to remain quiet, and keep in their 
confidence till they had come to some determination, limn prematurely to 
trouble his Lordship with rumours which I know were public, and for which 
I jinagiued 1 should not have been thanked, particularly as X had hut a short 
time before got a severe reprimand from the Committee, for writing on the 
subject of the batta of the Command ing Officers of tho brigades ; and, as 
a farther proof of the justness of that opinion, I shall observe to the Court, 
that, when his Lordship was at Cbuprah, I mentioned, in one of my letters 
to him, that the officers of the regiment complained again of the insufilcicncy 
of their allovrance, for which I got another reprimand, and was told, that 
he was surprised at my mentioning a subject which 1 l.new the Board was 
determined to discourage. It was not till very near the time of my dining 
with Captain Goddard that I gave over hopes of dissuading ray own family, 
by which I should have brought the whole tO nothing ; and it was my 
resolution to have g veti Lord Cli^e an account of that day’s conversation 
immediately, had I not found, that, instead of adopting the .scheme which J 
proposed, they had determined to address the Board. About the 24th of 
April, 1 infoi-mcd his liordship, that the officers »ad three months before 
talked of resigning, if their batta was not restored ; and his Lordship 
at that time entirely approved of my conduct. In like tnanuer, when 
the office rs’ determination to resign c<ame to my knowledge, about the 
20th of April, I first of ail nsed my endeavours to break it off my- 
by persuading all, over ^hom 1 had the Ivtist influence, not b 7 per- 
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in it ; tilJ» firdiag I could not succijed, anti 1 k‘uw' n.'i'urvd. tl».* 
{vdditiotjfti information irhici; I ret.cived the 24th or 25th, that they 'voold 
ct*vta;uiy put their scheme in exiecution, I ihrn gave immediate notice t«> his 
Lordship. I muvSt renaark, th.’t in onv‘ of jny leUers t'> his Lordship, before 
his -xn'Udi ill Afoivdiyr. ahvStU t2ic I2th or lath of .May, I did inform him. 
'.hat I hftd ont’c pretended to enter into some of their intendt^d measures, 
\a order to gr’in their confidence, and mentioned it again to him at Monghyr. 
I farther beg leave iv inform the Conrf, that Lord < 'jive found it needless to 
answer my letter of tho I2th or 13tU of May, because his Lordship expected 
to do in Mot.iihyr himself the next day. On tlm ir>th^ when his Lordship 
ar**ive'i, I. among oth^r remark?, repeated to his Lordship what I mentioned 
in that letter, uml his Lordship expressed himself entirely flatisfi.e.d with 


comhict” 

Tho (’ourt then e nquired of Lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fi\;tc.her, if he 
cv.idd produce any proofs of L'>rd Chve’s having cxpvx^ssed himself entirely 
Mifisfied vith Ku= conduct j to which S.r Robert P^etcher replied—hJo, he 
could v.ot, 36 ita private conversation between Lord CHive and him *, 
and this did not occur to Sir Robert Fletcher, until the President asked him 
if I.onl answered i Ih letter of dho 1-dh or 13th of May. 

Sir Robert Fletcher then begged leave to lay before the Court, an extract 
f from his leth •* to Lord Clive, dated the 23th of April, together with his 

I ^'-dsbip’s i-<wer, and desired that the Court w'onld admit of their , being 
•niiy *cd upon the face of the proceedings ; which being agreed to, they werc 
>M!:‘ved accordingly. 

the foregoirig inoliidos all thenctiml proceedings of the Court Martini, 
/.f\ ^iven in Mr Stv.icbey’s narrative. The finding and sentence of the 
Co»at have br.. n oivon in the body of the work. 
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